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By Donald R. Fox

The year was 1967 when I pur-
chased a book titled, “Sermons Deliv-
ered in Louisville, Kentucky, by J. W. 
McGarvey.” One sermon was simply 
titled, “Baptism,” and it was preached 
on the evening of July 2, 1893. As I 
started to read the introduction to the 
sermon a few remarks caught my eye 
such as, “Why another sermon on that 
old hackneyed theme?” McGarvey then 
proceeded with an interesting sugges-
tion. He stated, “If you want to investi-
gate any question without bias of mind, 
it is a good thing to throw out of your 
mind by an effort of the imagination, 

all you know or ever have heard about 
it...I propose then, that before we begin 
reading we shall each one imagine that 
we have never heard the word ‘baptism’ 
pronounced in our lives.” What an in-
teresting approach to a study! 

Brother McGarvey wanted all to see 
what the Bible said about this strange 
and unknown word baptism. His ser-
mon continued, “Now we begin at the 
first chapter of Matthew, and after read-
ing that long list of names, and that 
account of the birth of the Lord, and 
his childhood, in the third chapter the 
writer introduces John the Baptist; and 
in verses five and six we read thus: ‘Then 
went out unto Jerusalem and all Judea, 

The Bible on Baptism 
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and the region round about the Jordan, and they 
were baptized of him in the River Jordan, confessing 
their sins.’ Why, there is a word I never saw before; 
I never heard of it. I wonder what it means—that 
these people were baptized by that man in the River 
Jordan.” 

From that point on brother McGarvey went 
through the New Testament, stopping each time the 
word baptism, baptized, etc. was used. Thus, glean-
ing more information on the meaning of this word, 
allowing the Word of God to interpret and explain-
ing the usage of baptism, baptized, etc. 

Upon conclusion of this plain sermon all learned 
in part: 

(1) That much water was needed. 
(2) That people were immersed, buried in the 

water. 

(3) That sinners responded after preaching, 
desiring to be immersed, baptized (Acts 
2.14–41). 

(4) That sinners required belief in our Savior 
(Acts 8.12). 

(5) Those sinners repented of their sins (Acts 
2.37, 38). 

(6) They confessed that Jesus was the Christ 
(Acts 8.37). 

(7) All upon these straightforward acts of 
obedience were baptized (Acts 2.38–41). 

(8) Upon baptism, the Word taught that they 
were then saved; their “sins washed away” 
and they were added to the church (Acts 
2.38–47; 22.16). 

In a few closing remarks brother McGarvey said, 
“Can there possibly arise in the heart of any human 
being, when these things are considered, any repug-
nance to the ordinance? Any feeling of disrespect 
toward it? Any other feeling than a most profound 
reverence for it, and for the God and Saviour who 

appointed it? I am sure there cannot.” 
I had never read or heard of a 

more simplified and honest way 
to learn about a subject that 
has been beat up and debated 
throughout the centuries. How 
could anyone deny, reject this 
approach to the subject of bap-
tism? I cannot think of a legitimate 
reason, can you? ✞

J. W. McGarvey

Then Peter said to them, 

“Repent, and let every one of 

you be baptized in the name 

of Jesus Christ for the remis-

sion of sins; and you shall 

receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit” (Acts 2.38).

NOTE: It was not my plan to point out all aspects of brother McGarvey’s sermon. Much more could be learned from this 
scriptural lesson. I took the liberty to consolidate the sermon for brevity reasons. 

FURTHER NOTE: To view and study J.W. McGarvey’s writings to include “Sermons Delivered in Louisville, Kentucky.” See 
below: 

http://www.mun.ca:80/rels/restmov/people/jwmcgarvey.html
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By Frazier Conley

Although it is rarely referred to in commentar-
ies, and is ignored by translators, serious Bible stu-
dents (which all Christians should be) may want to 
examine what the Greek grammarians call “relative 
(or conditioned) negation.” This is opposed to “abso-
lute (or unconditional) negation.” The construction 
is also called the “disjunctive negative” and may be 
referred to as “disjunctive statements” or “disjunctive 

propositions.” 
If the grammatical authorities are correct in their 

understanding of the construction, it could be a posi-
tive help in clarifying certain somewhat puzzling pas-
sages (I would call attention especially to Matthew 
6:19-20; 9:13; 10:34; Luke 14:12-13; John 6:27; 
7:10; 12:30; 20:17(?); 1 Corinthians 1:17; 4:20; Phi-
lippians 2:21; 1 Timothy 1:9; 2:9-10; 1 Peter 3:3-4). 

The construction is formulated according to 
Blass, Debrunner, Funk’s Greek Grammar (448(1)) 
as follows: “ou [not]…alla [but]…means ‘not so 

much…as’ in which the first element is not entirely 
negated, but only toned down.” Zerwick explains that 
it means, “Not so much A as B” (Zerwick, Biblical 
Greek, #445). One may also compare Turner, Gram-
mar of New Testament Greek, pp. 329-330; Thayer’s 
Lexicon, pp. 28, 461; Winer, A Treatise on the Gram-
mar of the New Testament, pp. 620-624; and A. T. 
Robertson, A Grammar of the Greek New Testament, 
pp. 1165-66. 

The construction is also sometimes thought to 
be present in negative statements in an incomplete 

Not so much this…as that…

Relative Negation Versus Absolute Negation
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form. 
Please regard the following examples more as sug-

gestive than definitive. This list is not exhaustive, but 
it is an attempt to hit a number of the significant 
uses.

Examples of Relative 
Negation

One of the first examples which may be found 
in the New Testament is Matthew 6:19-20, “Do not 
lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust consume and where thieves break in 
and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust con-
sumes and where thieves do not break in and 
steal.” The question could be asked, “Is Jesus 
forbidding Christians from having savings ac-
counts?” The grammatical rule of the disjunc-
tive negative would answer, no. According to 
the rule when you have a statement such as: 
“Not [this] but [something else]” the first ele-
ment following “not” is not entirely rendered 
void, but only toned down. So that the state-
ment means: “Not so much [this] as [the oth-
er].” So that if we apply the rule to Matthew 
6 Jesus is saying, “do not so much emphasize 
laying up treasure on earth, as you should laying up 
treasure in heaven.” If we read the verse in this way 
we don’t have a problem reconciling the saying with 
2 Corinthians 12:14. 

In Matthew 9:13, Jesus says, “For I came not to 
call the righteous, but sinners.” Did Jesus not come 
to call the “righteous” at all? The rule would state that 
Jesus is really saying, “I did not so much come to call 
the righteous as I did to call sinners.”

Matthew 10:20, “For it is not you who speak, 
but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.” 

Common sense would tell us that Jesus is hardly say-
ing that the apostles were not doing any of the speak-
ing at all, and in fact the last clause of the sentence 
says as much. Surely the speech was coming from 
their mouth and voice. It makes much more sense to 
apply the rule and render: “It is not so much you who 
are speaking, as it is the Spirit of your Father.”

Matthew 10:34, “Do not think that I have come 
to bring peace on earth; I have not come to bring 
peace, but a sword.” If we applied the words of Jesus 
absolutely we might be tempted to think that Jesus 
was contradicting himself. Elsewhere he says, “My 
peace I leave with you” (John 14:27), yet understood 

absolutely he says here: “I have not come to bring 
peace.” However, if we apply the rule of the disjunc-
tive negative it becomes less problematic: “I have not 
so much come to bring peace, as I have come to bring 
a sword.”

Matthew 20:23 (Mark 10:40), He said to them, 
“…to sit at my right hand and at my left is not mine 
to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been pre-
pared by my Father.” Is Jesus affirming that he has 
absolutely no role at all to play in granting who is 
to sit at his right hand and his left? How would one 

reconcile this with his words, “All things have been 
delivered to me by my Father” or “All authority has 
been given unto me in heaven and on earth”? Surely 
it was in some sense a cooperative matter. Is he not 
rather saying (according to the grammatical rule): “it 
is not so much mine to grant, as it is my Father’s”?

Matthew 20:28, “Even as the Son of man came 
not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as 
a ransom for many.” Is Jesus absolutely denying that 
he was or is to be served? What then would we do 
with John 12:26? “…if any one serves me, the Father 
will honor him.” It would make more sense to render: 
“Even as the Son of man came not so much to be 

served but more importantly, to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.” 

Mark 5:39, “And when he had entered, 
he said to them, ‘Why do you make a tumult 
and weep? The child is not dead but sleeping.” 
Is Jesus saying, “The child is not dead at all.” 
There would be no miracle in that case. He 
is saying, “Because of my power, she is not so 
much dead, as her death is merely like sleep.” 
This is, therefore, another example of relative 
negation.

Mark 9:37, “Whoever receives one such 
child in my name receives me; and whoever 
receives me, receives not me but him who sent 
me.” Clearly, in the first part of the verse, Je-

sus affirms that to receive the humble is to receive 
him. So when he says in the next part of the verse 
that whoever receives him “does not receive me” he 
means, “does not so much receive me, as he receives 
God himself.”

Luke 10:20, “Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, 
that the spirits are subject to you; but rejoice that your 
names are written in heaven.” When the apostles re-
port with joy that demons are subject to them, the 
Lord does not rebuke them. He takes this as a sign 
that Satan himself is doomed. What he says next, by 

If the grammatical authorities are 
correct in their understanding of 
the construction, it could be a 

positive help in clarifying certain 
somewhat puzzling passages
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applying the rule is: “Do not so much rejoice in this, 
as you should rejoice that your names are written in 
heaven.”

Luke 12:4-5, “I tell you, my friends, do not fear 
those who kill the body, and after that have no more 
that they can do, but…fear him who…has power to 
cast into hell.” Will anyone seriously suggest that we 
have an absolute command not to have any type of 
fear of those who can kill our bodies? Is it not better 
to apply the rule and suggest that the Lord is saying: 
“Do not so much fear him who can kill the body as 
you should fear him who can cast into hell.”

Luke 14:12-13, “He said also to the man who 
had invited him, ‘When you give a dinner or a ban-
quet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or 
your kinsmen or rich neighbors, lest they also invite 
you in return, and you be repaid. But when you give 
a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the 
blind.’” We have to ask if the Lord is really forbidding 
absolutely that we invite relatives to a banquet? The 
rule would give us a better sense: it is not so much 
good to invite relatives to dinner as it is better to in-
vite those who cannot repay.

Luke 23:28, “But Jesus turning to them said, 
‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but 
weep for yourselves and for your children.’” If Jesus 
is forbidding weeping for him, how shall we under-
stand Mark 16:10? “She went and told those who had 
been with him, as they mourned and wept.” Would 
this be a description of disobedience? The rule would 
have us to understand: “do not weep as much for me, 
as you should weep for yourselves”

John 6:27, “Do not labor for the food which per-
ishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life, 
which the Son of man will give to you; for on him 
has God the Father set his seal.” It should be plain 
to see that the Lord is not forbidding people from 
working for physical food. Paul commands work for 
food (2 Thessalonians 3:10). The grammatical rule 

makes John 6:27 plain: it is more important to labor 
for spiritual food than for temporal.

John 7:16, “So Jesus answered them, ‘My teach-
ing is not mine, but his who sent me.’” Can it be 
argued that the teaching Jesus gave was not his in any 
sense? The grammatical rule would suggest the fol-
lowing meaning: “My teaching is not so much mine, 
as it finds its ultimate origin in God.” Compare John 
14:24.

John 7:28-29, “…I have not come of my own ac-
cord; he who sent me is true.” The grammatical con-
struction is not complete in this passage, but surely 
the sense is present: “I have not so much come of my 
own accord, as I have come by the will of God”

John 12:30, “Jesus answered and said, ‘This voice 
hath not come for my sake, but for your sakes.’” Even 
though the voice from heaven spoke to Christ and in 
response to his prayer, are we to take the words as if 
the voice had in no sense whatsoever come for him? 
Is not the rule of the disjunctive negative applicable: 
“This voice has not so much come for my sake as it 
has for your sake.”

John 12:44, “And Jesus cried out and said, ‘He 
who believes in me, believes not in me but in him 
who sent me.’” Surely this verse is not self contra-
dictory. The grammatical rule would call for: “The 
believer in me believes not so much in me as he does 
in God.”

John 12:49, “For I have not spoken on my own 
authority; but the Father who sent me has himself 
given me commandment what to say and what to 
speak.” The rule: “I have not so much spoken on my 
own authority as God himself authorized me.” Com-
pare John 14:10.

John 17:9, “…I am not praying for the world but 
for those whom thou hast given me…” Is there no 
sense in which Jesus prayed for the world when he 
prayed for the apostles? Surely there is some relation-
ship. The grammatical rule would suggest the mean-

ing: “I am not so much praying for the world as I am 
praying for these disciples.”

John 17:25, “O righteous Father, the world has 
not known thee, but I have known thee…” Would 
Jesus be affirming in his prayer that in no measure 
whatsoever had anyone known God except himself? 
Is it not reasonable to apply the disjunctive negative 
rule and understand: “The world has not so much 
known thee as I have known thee.” In the remaining 
passages I have placed the possible construction in 
brackets:

John 3:17, “For God sent the Son into the world, 
not to condemn the world, but that the world might 
be saved through him” [not so much to condemn as 
to save].

John 5:30, “…I seek not my own will but the 
will of him who sent me” [not so much my own will 
as God’s].

John 7:10, “But after his brothers had gone up 
to the feast, then he also went up, not publicly but in 
private” [not so much publicly, as privately]. 

John 12:47, “…I did not come to judge the world 
but to save the world.” [I did not so much come to 
judge the world as I did to save the world].

John 14:24, “…The word which you hear is not 
mine but the Father’s who sent me” [my word is not 
as much mine as the Father’s].

John 15:16, “You did not choose me, but I chose 
you…” [You did choose me, but not so much as I 
chose you].

John 15:22, “If I had not come and spoken to 
them, they would not have sin; but now they have 
no excuse for their sin” [not so much sinned as they 
now have].

John 20:17, “Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold me, 
for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to 
my brethren and say to them, I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God” 
[do not so much cling to me, as it is more important 
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for you to speak to the brethren].
Acts 5:4, “You have not lied to men but to God” 

[not so much lied to men as you have to God].
1 Corinthians 1:17, “For Christ did not send me 

to baptize but to preach the gospel” [Christ did not 
so much send me to perform baptismal ceremonies as 
he did send me to preach the gospel].

1 Corinthians 4:14, “I do not write this to make 
you ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved 
children” [not so much to make ashamed as I do to 
admonish].

1 Corinthians 4:20, “For the kingdom of God 
does not consist in talk but in power” [not so much 
in speech as it is in power].

1 Corinthians 7:4, “For the wife does not rule 
over her own body, but the husband does; likewise 
the husband does not rule over his own body, but the 
wife does” [each one does not have so much rule as 
the spouse does].

1 Corinthians 10:24, “Let no one seek his own 
good, but the good of his neighbor” [let no one seek 
his own well being so much as he does that of his 
neighbor].

1 Corinthians 15:10, “… I worked harder than 
any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of 
God which is with me” [not so much I that worked 
as it was the grace of God].

2 Corinthians 1:9, “Why, we felt that we had re-
ceived the sentence of death; but that was to make 
us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the 
dead” [to rely not so much on ourselves as on God].

2 Corinthians 2:4, “For I wrote you out of much 
affliction and anguish of heart and with many tears, 
not to cause you pain but to let you know the abun-
dant love that I have for you” [not so much to cause 
pain as to love].

2 Corinthians 2:5, “But if any one has caused 
pain, he has caused it not to me, but in some mea-
sure-not to put it too severely-to you all” [not so 

much to me as to all of you].
2 Corinthians 4:18, “Because we look not to the 

things that are seen but to the things that are unseen” 
[not so much to things seen as to things unseen].

Ephesians 6:12, “For we are not contending 
against flesh and blood, but against the principali-
ties…” [not so much against human power as against 
evil spiritual powers].

Philippians 2.21, “They all look after their own 
interests, not those of Jesus Christ” [They look 
more after their own interests than they do those of 
Christ].

Philippians 4:17, “Not that I seek the gift but I 
seek the fruit which increases to your credit” [not as 
much the gift as your credit].

1 Thessalonians 2:4, “We speak, not to please 
men, but to please God who tests our hearts” [not so 
much to please men as God].

1 Thessalonians 4:8, “Therefore whoever disre-
gards this, disregards not man but God, who gives his 
Holy Spirit to you” [not so much man as God].

1 Timothy 1:9, “Understanding this, that the law 
is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and 
disobedient” [not so much for the just, as for the law-
less, etc.].

1 Timothy 2:9-10, “Also that women should 
adorn themselves modestly and sensibly in seemly 
apparel, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or 
costly attire but by good deeds, as befits women who 
profess religion” [not so much emphasis on external 
beauty as on righteous deeds]. We may note that this 
explanation of the passage allows for some reasonable 
adornment by Christian women. Compare also 1 Pe-
ter 3:3-4.

1 Timothy 2:14, “And Adam was not deceived, 
but the woman was deceived and became a transgres-
sor” [not so much Adam as Eve].

1 Peter 1:12, “It was revealed to them that they 
were serving not themselves but you” [not as much 

themselves as you].
1 Peter 3:3-4, “Let not yours be the outward 

adorning with braiding of hair, decoration of gold, 
and wearing of fine clothing, but let it be the hidden 
person of the heart with the imperishable jewel of a 
gentle and quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is very 
precious” [not so much adorn the outward, as you 
should adorn the inward].

1 John 3:18, “Little children, let us not love in 
word or speech but in deed and in truth” [not so 
much in words as in deeds].

1 John 4:10, “In this is love, not that we loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
expiation for our sins” [love comes not so much from 
us as it does from God].

The risk inherent in the construction is readily 
apparent. When is the negative to be taken absolutely 
and when relatively? There are places where the con-
struction is found, but the negative is clearly absolute 
(Matthew 18:21-22; Acts 10:41; Romans 8:20; Ga-
latians 5:6; Ephesians 5:11). But, there are also many 
places where the construction is clearly relative and 
clearly helpful to understanding. Close attention to 
context and to parallel passages of scripture should 
be a safe guide for most cases. “Nevertheless do not 
rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but 
rather rejoice because your names are written in heav-
en” (Luke 10:20). ✞
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Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php

John, The Gospel According to the Eagle 

�editating on the 
�ook of 

�ohn
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Feb 1 John 13.31, 32 

Jesus and Glory 
31, 32 So, when he had gone out, Jesus said, 

“Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glo-
rified in Him…” With Judas gone, Jesus spoke of 
glory, because the Son of Man would be glorified. It 
started to happen at that very moment. Jesus would 
be glorified in death and the things to initiate His 
death began when Judas left the room and went to 
the enemies of Jesus Christ. Not only would Jesus 
be glorified, but God would be glorified in Jesus. 
If God was glorified in Jesus, God would also glo-
rify Jesus and do it immediately. No more delays. 
No more avoiding the people who wanted to kill 
Him. 

Feb 2 John 13.33 

Jesus and His Solitary 
Departure 

33 “Little children, I shall be with you a little 
while longer. You will seek Me…” Jesus clued His 
disciples in further, revealing that He would only be 
with them a little while longer, then He would be 
gone. They would try to find Him, but just as the 
Jews, they could not go with Him. They had always 
followed Him in person, but they would continue 
to follow in ministry and join Him later. For the 
present, they had work to do of which they did not 
know. 

Feb 3 John 13.34, 35 

Jesus and the New 
Commandment 

34, 35 “A new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another; as I have loved you, that 
you also love one another…” Since they were to be 
without His personal presence, they needed to hear 
something most important. He gave them a new 
commandment that superseded a commandment 
given by Moses. Moses commanded, “You shall not 
take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the chil-
dren of your people, but you shall love your neigh-

bor as yourself: I am the LORD” (Lev 19.18). The 
new commandment was still to love your neighbor, 
but the old commandment said to love your neigh-
bor as you love yourself. The new commandment 
was to love your neighbor, but it went to a higher 
level, that we are to love one another as Jesus has 
loved us! How has Jesus loved us? Completely. Sac-
rificially. Selflessly. In spite of who we are and what 
we have done. If the disciples, including disciples 
today, can love one another as Jesus has loved us, 
we will communicate a huge message to the world. 
We will tell the world that we are disciples of Jesus 

Christ. While one man says, “God damn America,” 
Jesus said to love one another as He loved us, and 
He did not love us by damning us, because He did 
not come into the world to judge the world, but to 
save the world. That is why we are here. We are here 
to bless and to curse not. 

Feb 4 John 13.36–38 

Jesus and Peter’s Troubled 
Heart 

36–38 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, where 
are You going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I am 
going you cannot follow Me now, but…” The ever 
curious Peter, after wanting to know who the be-
trayer was, then wanted to know where Jesus was 
going. Peter liked being with our Lord. Peter did 
not want to be without Jesus. Jesus assured Pe-
ter that he could not follow right away, but that 
Peter would follow after a while. Peter would be 
with his best friend again, but Peter had to be 
patient. Jesus had always led Peter down the right 
path, and Peter knew that. Therefore, he did not 
want to be separated from his Lord, but if the 

Lord truly led Peter the right way in the past, Peter 
had to trust the Lord that He would lead Peter still. 
Peter did not like what he heard. He demanded to 
know why he could not follow Jesus right then. Pe-
ter voiced the passion of his heart, that being with 
Jesus, following Him wherever He went, meant 
more than anything to Peter, so much so, that he 
would lay down his life for Jesus. Peter’s declaration 
of loyalty was so strong and passionate, so extreme, 
that Jesus questioned Peter’s determination and pre-
dicted that Peter would deny the Lord three times 
before the rooster crowed. That is, before they heard 

John 13.36–38
Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial

Precipitous Peter
Peter asked Jesus where He was go-in’.
He replied, Pete you’ve no way of know’n.
Pete’s words, “I’ll die for you”,
Jesus said are not true.
You’ll back down before cock quits a-crow’n.
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the rooster crow on that night. 
Speaking of love and showing love is not liberal 

and is not conservative. It is Christ-like. If we do 
not love as He loved us, what hope do we have? Let 
us die to ourselves and then love as He did. Serving 
one another, whether by washing feet or by some 
other lowly action is not liberal and is not conserva-
tive. It is Christ-like. If we do not serve one another, 
what hope do we have? Let us serve one another 
even as Jesus served us. 

How Do We Get to 
Heaven? 

You know the way! 

Feb 5 John 14.1–14 
Jesus revealed that one of the disciples would 

betray Him. He even showed Peter and John who 
the betrayer was. Jesus then gave a piece of bread 
to the betrayer and said to him, “What you do, 
do quickly.” (John 13:27b). After Judas left, Jesus 
began speaking of going away and that the disci-
ples should love one another while He was away. 

However, this conversation took place be-
tween Peter and Jesus, “Simon Peter said to Him, 
‘Lord, where are You going?’ Jesus answered him, 
‘Where I am going you cannot follow Me now, but 
you shall follow Me afterward.’ Peter said to Him, 
‘Lord, why can I not follow You now? I will lay 
down my life for Your sake.’ Jesus answered him, 
‘Will you lay down your life for My sake? Most as-
suredly, I say to you, the rooster shall not crow till 
you have denied Me three times’” (John 13.36–38). 
Jesus knew His announcement troubled Peter and 
his fellow-disciples that Jesus was going away and 

that they could not follow Him right away. Know-
ing their troubled hearts, listen to what Jesus said to 
them and how He sought to calm them. 

Feb 6 John 14.1 

Do Not Be Troubled 
1 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in 

God, believe also in Me.” When the Son of God says, 
“Let not your heart be troubled,” do what He says, 
because He knows what He is talking about. We 

only see the here and now and to us things do not 
look good. Jesus sees the here and now, and He sees 
the there and later, and to Him things look good. 
Therefore, believe Him when He says, “Let not your 
heart be troubled,” which is what He said next. The 
way you can keep your heart from being troubled is 
even as you believe in God, so, believe in His Son. 
The disciples trembled at the thought of separation 
from Jesus. Our hearts tremble at the thought of 
separating from family and friends and going away 
to join Jesus and His Father. However, believe in 

God and believe in Jesus. Things will be all right. 
The Father and the Son have taken care of us this 
far; they will continue to take care of us to the end. 
Why do we think they have helped us this much, 
but they cannot help us after this? 

Feb 7 John 14.2–4 

The Father’s House 
2–4 “In My Father’s house are many mansions; 

if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to pre-
pare a place for you…” Here are things we ought 
to believe. Yes, Jesus went away from the disciples 
and He is away from us now, but do not let that 
trouble you, because rather than focusing on the 
here and now, Jesus showed us to focus on the 
there and later. Over there, on the other side, the 
Father of Jesus has this huge house in which are 
many mansions or rooms. He did not deceive the 
apostles on this matter and they did not deceive 
us when they wrote of these things. The apostles 
should have rejoiced that Jesus went away, be-
cause doing so, He went to prepare a place for us. 
That means He shall return to receive us to Him-
self, enabling us to be where He is! That sounds 

fabulous! Where is this place and how do we get 
there? Jesus told the apostles that they knew where 
He was going and how to get there. 

Feb 8 John 14.5, 6 

The Way to the Father’s 
House 

5, 6 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not 
know where You are going, and how can we know 

John 14.1–12
Father in Christ and Reverse

ChiasMax
From one ingot*, like Ark’s cherubim,
God the Father’s in me; I’m in Him.
In each case, of one piece,
With no joints, no surcease.
Christ in me, me in Christ, paradigm.
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the way?” Jesus said to him… Not yet knowing that 
going away meant Jesus was about to die, Thomas 
spoke for all the apostles that they did not know 
where He was going and so they could not know 
the way. Perhaps Thomas and the others thought, 
as the other Jews did, that Jesus was going to some 
place on earth. The other Jews had wondered if by 
going away Jesus meant, going to the Jews scattered 
among the Greeks. Since Thomas claimed not to 
know the way and the destination, Jesus addressed 
both. The way was Jesus. The destination was the 
Father. Jesus was the way, but that meant accepting 
His truth and living His life. That is the only way 
to the Father. If you do not go the way of Jesus, 
believing the truth He revealed and living the life 
He patterned for us, you cannot go to the Father. 
There are no exceptions. Peter had three encounters 
with the Lord after eating the Passover (chapter 13). 
The three are: the revelation that Peter had no part 
with the Lord if not allowed to wash Peter’s feet, the 
revelation to Peter of the betrayal of Judas, and the 
revelation that Peter would deny Jesus three times 
that night. Then here in verse 5, it was Thomas who 
spoke up and Philip, and the other Judas would 
speak up later. Peter probably thought that he had 
enough for the night. He may also have been smart-
ing from the revelation of the denial. 

Feb 9 John 14.7–11 

You Can See the Father 
7–11 “If you had known Me, you would have 

known My Father also; and from now on you know 
Him and have seen Him.” Philip said to Him… 
For Jesus everything was about His Father and Jesus 
wanted everything to His apostles and to us today 

to be about His Father. Therefore, Jesus taught that 
if they had known Him, they would have known 
the Father also. From that point on, they would 
know the Father and had seen Him. Jesus did all 
the personal training that the apostles needed. From 
that time on, things would change and the apostles 
would change. They would finally know and see 
what the Lord had taught them and shown them. 
They did not understand those things at first, but at 
His crucifixion, just hours away, they would finally 
start understanding. The part about seeing the Fa-
ther caught the attention of Philip. Philip imagined 
himself getting glimpses of the great God Himself 
and the world of the spirit. Philip stated the easy 
terms for satisfying their curiosity. All Jesus had to 
do was show them the Father. That would be suf-
ficient. Jesus would not have to do anymore. Well, 
that would be nice, Philip. Jesus showed surprise 
at such a request. Philip had spent three and a half 
years listening to words that Jesus said came from 
the Father and watching works that Jesus said came 
from the Father. What else did Philip want to see! 
Those things demonstrated that Jesus was in the 
Father and the Father was in Jesus! After three and 
a half years of intimate contact with Jesus, Philip 
should have known that the words Jesus spoke, He 
did not speak on own His authority and that the 
Father dwelt in Jesus and did the mighty works He 
performed. What else could Jesus have done to prove 
those things? If He had shown the Father would that 
have made a difference in the life of Philip? Philip 
already had everything he needed to believe. How 
many people in the Bible saw God or His works, 
but it did not make them better people? Therefore, 
as John recorded in verse 11, Jesus wanted Philip 
and the others to believe that Jesus was in the Father 
and to believe that the Father was in Jesus. However, 

Jesus, in patience, stated that if the apostle still had a 
hard believing the words of Jesus, then Philip should 
believe Jesus simply by considering His works. What 
He did testified as to who was at work in Him. Do 
we need more than what we find in the Scriptures? 
After having said those things about Himself and 
the Father, listen to what Jesus said next. 

Feb 10 John 14.12 

You Can Do Greater Works 
Than Jesus Did 

12 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes 
in Me, the works that I do he will do also…” Work-
ing off the idea of believing in Jesus and the works 
that He did, He then stated that if we believe in 
Jesus, we can do the works He did and even greater 
works than those will the believer do. How was that 
possible? It was possible when Jesus went to the Fa-
ther, for then we have both of them working in us! 
How could we do greater works than the miracles 
Jesus performed? Do not limit your thinking to 
miracles. Think as Jesus did. What did He think of 
miracles? He did not like to repeat them, because 
people either got caught up in the spectacular na-
ture of the miracle or became dependent on what 
miracles could give them, or did not believe, which 
was what miracles were designed to create. Why 
did Jesus come into the world? Did the Father send 
Him to do miracles? No, Jesus had other things to 
do that were greater, and we can do those greater 
works along with Him, and do much more of them. 
He only did those other works for three and a half 
years. How long has the church been around? The 
church has been on the earth for just over 1,978 
years! How many disciples of Christ have there been 
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in that time? You see, we have done those other 
works of Jesus and we have done far more than what 
He did. Jesus did not come into the world to work 
miracles, but to love the world, to save the world, 
and to glorify God. 

Feb 11 John 14.13, 14 

Ask and Jesus Will Do It 
13, 14 “And whatever you ask in My name, that 

I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son…” Remember what Jesus just said in verse 
12 and then hear what He said in these two vers-
es. When we ask in His name, He will do it, be-
cause doing such glorifies the Father in the Son. 
To strengthen that truth, He repeated it in verse 
14. Brethren, meditate on what the Son of God 
said in verse 14. If we ask anything in the Son’s 
name, Jesus will do it! So then, for what do we 
pray? The sick and the travelers as though that is 
all we are to accomplish! God always answers in 
the affirmative prayers for His glorification and 
for His Son. Do not restrict your prayers to the 
sick and the travelers. What did Jesus just say in 
verse 13? Jesus does what we ask that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son. Pray for things such 
as evangelism in Grants Pass, more leaders in the 
church, the increase of spiritual knowledge and wis-
dom, et al. The Father sits on His throne with Jesus 
sitting to the right, waiting for our spiritual, huge, 
grand prayers, and we just say help so-and-so to get 
better and give everyone a safe trip. Pray for the sick 
and the travelers? Oh yes, but that in their sickness 
and travels they may glorify God! Look beyond 
wellness and safety, because they are of the flesh, 
and you are of the spirit. Yes, we want to be well and 

safe, but pray for the other things God really wants 
to answer. How do we get to heaven? You know the 
way. Concentrate on the Father and getting to Him, 
then we shall make it. 

How to Show Your 
Love for Jesus 

If you love Jesus, here is what you will do 

Feb 12 John 14.15–31 

Do you love Jesus? I know that you love Him. 
Does He know it? He knows all things. Surely He 
knows that you and I love Him. Let us restate the 
question: Does Jesus see your love for Him? 

Remember that Peter said he was ready to lay 
down his life for his friend, Jesus. That was a noble 
promise, yet, promises that cannot be seen mean 
nothing. Jesus knew that shortly Peter would deny 
that he even knew the Lord. Promises of love do not 
mean as much to the Lord as actions of love. 

Also, if they loved Him, He would not leave 

them alone, but would send another Helper to 
them, who would be with them forever. 

Feb 13 John 14.15 

Love Equals Obedience 
15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” 

How do we show Jesus that we love Him? Do what 
He says. It is not complicated, hard to understand, 
or difficult to practice. It is not difficult to do some-
thing for someone you love. The difficulty arises 

when we love self above the one we claim to love. 
If we love the Lord, we find it easy to do what 
He says, regardless of what it is, because we think 
not of what we like or do not like, but what He 
likes or does not like. His commands show what 
He likes. 

Feb 14 John 14.16–18 

The Spirit of Truth 
16–18 “And I will pray the Father, and He 

will give you another Helper, that He may abide 
with you forever…” Jesus told the disciples that 

He would pray for them that the Father would give 
them another Helper. Jesus had been their Helper, 
but with Him leaving, they needed another Helper. 
He would not leave them as orphans, but He would 
be with them forever through another, and the Spir-
it of Truth has been with us since then. The Spirit 
of Truth has given us the Holy Scriptures, and He 
indwells us, seals us, will resurrect us, witnesses to 
the Father that we are children of God, and helps 
us with our prayers. In verse 17, Jesus called the 
Helper, the Spirit of Truth, highlighting one of His 

John 14.16–18
Security Blanket

The Comforter
In this world some folks cling to a blanky
All night long in addition to hanky.
We’ve a Comforter sure
Who gives strength to endure
And He’s permanent.  So we say Thanky.
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chief works, to reveal all the truth to the apostles 
and other writers of the New Testament, so that we 
now have the fullness or completion of the truth. 
The world cannot receive the Spirit of Truth, be-
cause they cannot see Him and they do not know 
Him. On the other hand, the apostles knew Him, 
and through their writings we know the Spirit of 
Truth, the Holy Spirit. They knew Him because He 
dwelt with them and He would continue to be with 
them. He would be with them through the Spirit, 
and the Lord continues with the church in the same 
manner. 

Feb 15 John 14.19, 20 

We Live Because Jesus 
Lives 

19, 20 “A little while longer and the world 
will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because 
I live…” Again, Jesus spoke of leaving them soon, 
and they had no idea how soon that was. When 
that happened, the world would not see Him any-
more, but they would, for they would see Him 
temporarily with their eyes, and then they would 
not see Him with their eyes. They would see Him 
with the understanding and by His works through 
them. Can you not see God at work in your life or 
in the lives of others? Jesus would leave by means of 
death, but He prophesied that He would live, en-
abling them to live, also. They would live forever 
in eternity, but because of His coming resurrection, 
they would also live in the Spirit in ways that they 
did not know at the time. When they finally started 
living as they never had before, then they would 
know that Jesus was in His Father, that they were 
in Him, and that He was in them. Do you know 

these things about yourself? Are you truly living as a 
disciple of Christ or is Christianity simply a matter 
of knowing you are right and others are wrong? 

Feb 16 John 14.21–24 

Jesus Manifested to the 
Disciples 

21–24 “He who has My commandments and 
keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves 
Me will be loved by My Father, and…” Loving Jesus, 

having His commandments, and keeping them are 
central to discipleship. Everything about Christian-
ity and everything about your life centers on and 
is built upon loving Jesus, having His command-
ments, and keeping them. If we do those things, 
we have everything. If we do not do those things, 
we have nothing and nothing else matters. If you 
love Jesus, He promised that the Father will love 
us, Jesus will love us, and He will manifest Himself 
to us! Hearing that last part and coupling it with 
what Jesus said earlier that the world would see Jesus 
no more, one of the apostles, the other Judas—oh, 

we forget there was another apostle named Judas. 
Too bad we do not remember him as we do the 
betrayer—anyway, he wanted to know more about 
this upcoming manifestation of Jesus. How could 
Jesus not manifest Himself to the world, but mani-
fest Himself to the disciples? They were still think-
ing and seeing with the eye of flesh, because they 
were still locked into earthly, worldly thinking. In 
verse 23, John told us that Jesus repeated His earlier 
teaching. Love Jesus and keep His word, then the 
Father will love that person and both the Father and 
the Son will go to that person and make their home 

with that disciple. If they loved Jesus and kept 
His word, they would soon experience what He 
taught and then they would know how He would 
be manifested to them and not to the world. Je-
sus drove the point home further, arguing from 
the negative. He who does not love Jesus does 
not keep the words of Jesus, yet the words of Je-
sus are the words of the Father. Do not keep the 
words of Jesus and you do not keep the words of 
the Father. Love equals obedience. Disobedience 
shows one does not love Christ. He who does not 
love Jesus rejects the Father for the words of Jesus 
came from the Father. 

Feb 17 John 14.25, 26 

The Holy Spirit 
25, 26 “These things I have spoken to you while 

being present with you. But the Helper, the Holy 
Spirit…” These were things that Jesus had spoken 
already to them, but He had to say them again, 
knowing that the next day, He would be in the 
tomb. He would not be saying these things again. 
Repetition drives the point home. Even then, they, 

John 14.19–26
The Trinity In Operation

Trinity Talk
Once you see Jesus living in you
And obey, then his Dad loves you too. 
Other Judas asked why.
Jesus said, “When I die,
Holy Ghost will do Bible review.”
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like us, could not remember everything. Therefore, 
the Father would send the Holy Spirit to them in 
the name of Christ, and He would be their Helper, 
helping them by teaching them all things and bring-
ing to their remembrance all the things Jesus taught. 
That was necessary, because those things had not 
been written down for them as they have been for 
us. While we cannot remember all that is written, 
it is available to us, and they could not remember 
everything, but the work of the Holy Spirit was also 
available to them. 

Feb 18 John 14.27 

Peace 
27 “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give 

to you; not as the world gives do I give to you…” 
Along with the Holy Spirit, Jesus gave His peace. 
This was not a peace as the world gives. He had 
always led them away from the flesh and the 
world to the things of the Spirit, which is where 
the peace of Jesus resides. The peace of Christ is 
not a sailor on a windless ocean drifting along 
lazily, but a calm passenger in a storm-driven sea, 
knowing Christ is the sailor. He knew the talk of 
leaving them, troubled them, but with His friend-
ship, His authority, and His love backing His words, 
He told them not to let their hearts be troubled. 

Feb 19 John 14.28–30 

Going Away 
28–30 “You have heard Me say to you, ‘I am go-

ing away and coming back to you.’ If you loved Me, 
you would rejoice because I said…” News that He 

was leaving to go the Father should have made them 
happy for Jesus, even if it did not make them happy 
for themselves, because Jesus was going to Someone 
greater. Think not of yourself, but of what benefits 
the other. He told them these things beforehand, 
so that when they saw the fulfillment, they would 
believe, and not be troubled or afraid anymore. Ev-
erything is okay when we believe the words of God. 
He emphasized again that He would not be able to 
talk much more with them, because He was going 
away. The ruler of this world was coming in power 
and He had nothing in Jesus. 

Feb 20 John 14.31a 

Love Known By 
Commandment-Keeping 

31a “But that the world may know that I love 
the Father, and…” The apostles needed to know 
some things, but so did the world that Jesus loves 
the Father and because love obeys, Jesus did what-
ever the Father said to do. Why does the world need 

to know that? It means eternal life for the world. Do 
you have the eternal life Jesus acquired for you? This 
was no pleasant platitude, because the Father asked 
Jesus to die, and Jesus complied. 

Feb 21 John 14.31b 

Jesus Heads For His Death 
31b “Arise, let us go from here.” He had said 

plenty after the Passover meal. He had more to say, 
but they needed to go somewhere and He could 

teach them on the way. He was headed for His 
customary place of prayer where He knew Judas 
was headed with armed men. 

Do you understand the words Jesus spoke to 
His disciples? He wants you to understand His 
words that you might be saved. He watches from 
heaven right now, waiting to see if you will be-
come one of His disciples today. Are you ready? 
Why wait? 

How to Have a 
Fruitful Life 

With Jesus everything is possible 

Feb 22 John 15.1–17 
Jesus washed the feet of His disciples. He taught 

them of loving one another and loving Him by 
obeying Him. The time for His death approached, 
but several things had to happen first. After teaching 
the disciples some things, He said that they had to 
leave the place where they were and go to another 
place. As they were going to the Garden of Gethse-
mane, He taught them the words we have recorded 

John 14.27–31
Bequest of Peace

A New Kind of Peace
I leave with you a new kind of peace,
Which brings joy as you watch my release.
Soon my voice you’ll not hear
As the Devil draws near,
But your preaching the Word must increase.
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in John 15 and 16, and the prayer He offered to the 
Father written in John 17. 

Feb 23 John 15.1 

The Vine and the Vinedresser 
1 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vine-

dresser.” All vines, especially the grape, are copies 
of the true vine, which is Jesus Christ. Learn to see 
everything on earth as a copy of something in the 
spirit. A cultivated vine needs a vinedresser. Even as 
the Father tends to the natural vines, so He tends 
to the true vine. 

Feb 24 John 15.2 

Fruitful Branches 
2 “Every branch in Me that does not bear 

fruit He takes away…” What does the vinedress-
er do? He does what it takes to make the vine and 
its branches productive. How many successful 
farmers or gardeners do you know who keep un-
productive branches on their vines? They know 
what those fruitless branches do. They take away 
from the productive branches. Diseased branches 
will infect the healthy branches. Therefore, the vine-
dresser takes away the unproductive parts, which is 
why He often removes some people from a congre-
gation. They have a problem and the vinedresser re-
moves them. However, this does not mean He goes 
easy on the fruitful branches. They can also develop 
problems. Even without problems, they can still be 
more productive. Therefore, He prunes the already 
productive branches, opening up spaces that the sun 
may hit all areas, and to encourage the movement of 

air. He directs the plant’s energy, juices, etc. to the 
grapes to get the best grapes possible. In like manner 
the Lord works with His people in the church. 

Feb 25 John 15.3 

The Word Makes Us Clean 
3 “You are already clean because of the word 

which I have spoken to you.” The eleven disciples 
were already in good shape. Jesus had spoken His 
word to them, making them clean, free from spiri-

tual disease and other problems that might impede 
their fruitful progress. 

Feb 26 John 15.4–7 

Abide in Jesus 
4–7 “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch 

cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me…” 
If Jesus is the true vine and we are the branches, we 

better abide in Him and He shall abide in us. If we 
cannot or will not do that, then we will not bear 
fruit and if we do not bear fruit, the Father will take 
us away from the vine. What does the vinedresser do 
with branches that He cuts off? Jesus emphasized in 
verse 4, that we must abide in Him and allow Him 
to abide in us, because the branch cannot bear fruit 
by itself. Cut off a branch from a vine, let it fall to 
the ground, and see what happens. So, it also hap-
pens to us. We cannot bear eternal fruit apart from 
Christ. To drive that point home, Jesus repeated it 
in verse 5. He is the Vine. We are the branches. The 

one who abides in Jesus and allows Jesus to abide 
in his life, will produce much fruit, because with-
out Him we can do nothing. If we do not abide 
in Jesus, the Father will cast us out, not only cut-
ting us off from the vine, but casting us out of 
the vineyard, otherwise it will get in the way and 
cause other problems. He casts out that branch 
until it withers, and then it will be good fuel for 
burning. He does not burn it while it is green, 
for that only causes irritating smoke and odor, 
but with this Vinedresser there is the possibility 
of being grafted in again, which is why He does 
not burn it immediately. “And they also, if they 
do not continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, 

for God is able to graft them in again” (Rom 11.23). 
Jesus and His Father truly want us to be fruitful. 
Therefore, listen to what Jesus said in verse 7. If we 
meet two conditions, look at the results. First, if we 
abide in Jesus and second, if His words abide in us, 
we can ask what we desire and Jesus promised that it 
shall be done for us. In what matters does He mean 
this? What has been the context? Bearing fruit as 
branches of His. Ask what you need to make you 
fruitful and because He wants you to be fruitful, He 
promised that it shall be done for you. 

John 15.1–14
I Am The True Vine

Jesus, True Vine
I, not Isra-el, am the true vine.
You bear fruit ‘cause you’re in the bloodline.
As from Father above
You remain in my love.
You’re my friends since you follow design. 
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Feb 27 John 15.8 

Bear Fruit to Glorify God 
8 “By this My Father is glorified, that you bear 

much fruit; so you will be My disciples.” Jesus re-
vealed why asking what we desire to be fruitful will 
be done for us. When we bear much fruit, we glo-
rify the Father in heaven and doing such makes us 
disciples of Christ. With those connections to the 
Father and the Son, we can ask whatever we desire 
to be fruitful, and heaven will get it done! 

Feb 28 John 15.9, 10 

Abide in the Love of Christ 
9, 10 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved 

you; abide in My love. If you keep My command-
ments…” The Father loved Jesus and with the same 
love, Jesus loved His disciples, including you and 
me. Therefore, Jesus told us to abide in His love, 
which means some love is conditional. There are as-
pects of love that are unconditional, but there are 
aspects of it that are conditional. Jesus commanded 

us to abide in His love, because we can disobey that 
command and not abide in His love. How then can 
I know that I am abiding in His love? Verse 10 re-
vealed the key. If we keep the commandments of Je-
sus Christ, even as He kept His Father’s command-
ments and abides in His love, so, we can do what He 
says and we will abide in His love. How did Jesus 
keep the commandments of the Father? He kept 
them sincerely, wanting to please His Father and not 
as fulfilling a list of things to do. ✞

“In this situation of this Assembly, groping as it were 
in the dark to find political truth, and scarce able to 
distinguish it when presented to us, how has it hap-
pened, Sir, that we have not hitherto once thought 
of humbly applying to the Father of lights [James 
1.17], to illuminate our understanding? In the 
beginning of the contest with Britain, when we 
were sensible of danger, we had daily prayer 
in this room for divine protection. Our prayers, 
Sir, were heard and they were graciously an-
swered. And have we now forgotten that pow-
erful friend? Or, do we imagine we no longer 
need his assistance? I have lived, Sir, a long 
time, and the longer I live, the more convincing 
proofs [Acts 1.3] I see of this truth—that God 
governs in the affairs of men [Daniel 4.17]. And 
if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without 
his notice [Matthew 10.29], is it probable that an 

empire can rise without his aid? We have been assured, 
Sir, in the Sacred Writings, that “except the Lord build 

the House, they labor in vain that build it” [Psalm 
127.1]. I firmly believe this; and I also believe that 
without his concurring aid we shall succeed in 
this political building no better than the Builders 
of Babel [Genesis 11]. We shall be divided by 
our partial local interests; our projects will be 
confounded, and we ourselves shall become 
a reproach and bye word down to future ages 
[Psalm 44.13, 14; Jeremiah 24.9]. I therefore 
beg leave to move—that henceforth prayers 
imploring the assistance of Heaven, and its 
blessing on our deliberations, be held in this 

Assembly every morning before we proceed to 
business, and that one or more of the clergy of 

this city be requested to officiate in that service” 
(Bracketed and italicized items added).

On June 28, 1787, in the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, one of the least religious of the 
Founders, Benjamin Franklin, then in his 80s, made the following remarks.
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�ith my whole heart � have 
sought �ou; 

�h, let me not wander from 
�our commandments!

(Psalm 119.10)


