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Some Remarkable Things 
God Will Do For Us 

He who washed 
the feet of His 
disciples will 
do some more 
remarkable 
things
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Do we comprehend fully the 
love that God has for us? 

NUMBER 1
If you live in poverty, but your nation is a 

kingdom, imagine what it would be like to wear 
the glorious and beautiful crown of the king upon 
your head. Isaiah 28 reveals a remarkable thing 
God will do for us or will be for us. “In that day 
the LORD of hosts will be For a crown of glory 
and a diadem of beauty To the remnant of His 
people, For a spirit of justice to him who sits in 
judgment, And for strength to those who turn 
back the battle at the gate” (Is. 28:5, 6). 

Picture the glorious beauty of God upon your 
head. We who are ugly in comparison to God shall 
have His everlasting glory and beauty! 

NUMBER 2
Someone who sings effortlessly, smoothly, 

pleasantly, and with volume, we just wag our heads 
in delightful disbelief. Zephaniah 3 reveals the 
second remarkable thing God will do for us. “The 
LORD your God in your midst, The Mighty One, 
will save; He will rejoice over you with gladness, 
He will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice 
over you with singing” (Zp. 3:17). 

This passage mentions five remarkable 
things: 
• God will be in our midst. 
• He will save. 
• He will rejoice over us. 
• He will quiet us with His love. 
• He will sing over us. 

That last one is truly remarkable. What does 
the Creator of the world’s best singers sound like? 
What song will He sing? Can I have a front row 

seat! Would you like 
to join me? 

NUMBER 
3

You love some-
one more than any 
other person on the 
planet. He loves you 
the same. He en-
trusted to your care 
something that was 
valuable to him. You 
did everything you 
could to keep it safe. 
Will this matter to 
him? Will he even 
notice? You want 
to hear words of 
approval more than 
anything. When he 

inspects the item, you 
hang on every moment, 

looking at his face and mouth, waiting for those 
precious words of approval. Finally, you hear the 
words! Nothing is sweeter. Matthew 25 reveals 
the third remarkable thing God will do for us. 
“Well done, good and faithful servant; you were 
faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler 
over many things. Enter into the joy of your 
lord…Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the founda-
tion of the world…’” (Mt. 25:21, 34). 

NUMBER 4
“There they made Him a supper; and Martha 

served…” (Jn. 12:2–6). Martha served a meal to 
Jesus! Now, imagine Jesus doing the serving. Luke 
12 reveals the fourth remarkable thing God will do 
for us. “Let your waist be girded and your lamps 
burning; and you yourselves be like men who wait 
for their master, when he will return from the 
wedding, that when he comes and knocks they 
may open to him immediately. Blessed are those 
servants whom the master, when he comes, will 
find watching. Assuredly, I say to you that he will 
gird himself and have them sit down to eat, and 
will come and serve them” (Lk. 12:35–37). 

Jesus is the master in the parable. He will 
prepare Himself as a servant and invite us to sit 
down to eat. Then He will come and serve us! We 
should serve Him! After all that He has done for 
us, how can He serve us?

NUMBER 5
Remember when you were small and you 

hurt yourself or someone hurt you? The only 
one you wanted was one of your parents. Almost 
instantly, you were better. Your father or mother 
wiped the tears from your eyes, wiping them from 
your cheeks, with a finger or the thumbs as he or 

she cupped your face. Revelation 21 reveals a fifth 
remarkable thing God will do for us. “And God 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there 
shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. 
There shall be no more pain, for the former things 
have passed away” (Re. 21:4). 

Look at the verse again, “God will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes…” How will every tear 
be gone from our eyes? God personally will wipe 
them away. See Him doing it. He is not hidden 
away in heaven because you are in heaven. He is 
not so far away that the crowds block Him. He 
is close enough to reach out and touch your eyes 
and your cheeks. 

NUMBER 6
While all of these things are remarkable, yet, 

this last thing makes all the others possible. If you 
can believe that this last thing happened, you can 
easily believe the other things will happen. Belief 
in the greatest remarkable thing leads to belief in 
the lesser remarkable things. 

Picture an enemy warrior who had the chance 
to kill you, but when he saw your face, and one of 
his comrades ready to kill you, he took the bullet. 
Romans 5 reveals a remarkable thing God and His 
blessed and glorified Son Jesus Christ did for us. 
“For when we were still without strength, in due 
time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely 
for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for 
a good man someone would even dare to die. 
But God demonstrates His own love toward us, 
in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us. Much more then, having now been justi-
fied by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through Him. For if when we were enemies we 
were reconciled to God through the death of His 
Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall 
be saved by His life” (Ro. 5:6–10). 

God was our enemy ready to cut us down. 
Jesus saw us and took the wrath. 

What shall we say to these remarkable things 
God will do for us? 
• God will be our crown of glory and diadem of 

beauty. 
• God will rejoice over us with singing. 
• God will speak words of approval and extend 

an invitation. 
• God will serve us. 
• God will wipe away every tear from our eyes. 
• God in Jesus died for us. 

What shall we say to these things? Praise be 
to God for His endless mercies and boundless 
grace! 

What shall we do about these remarkable 
things God will do for us? 

You are the seventh remarkable thing. What 
remarkable thing will you do for God? I know one 
you can do. You can turn your heart from all your 
other loyalties and make Him number one, even as 
He turned toward you. Christian, repent of your 
sin. Sinner, repent and be baptized. ✞

Some Remarkable Things 
God Will Do For Us 

He who washed 
the feet of His 
disciples will 
do some more 
remarkable 
things

By Don Ruhl
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Meditating on Scripture Daily
Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Ecclesiastes
By Don Ruhl

Sep. 1 Ec. 10:5–7 Exaltation of Folly
5 There is an evil I have seen under the sun… Rulers can commit error, 

and do commit error. When they do, and repent, we must forgive them. 
Unfortunately, there are three whom we never allow to be mistaken in the 
first place: doctors, weather forecasters, and politicians. We sue the doctor. 
We curse and blame the weather forecaster. We slander, impeach, or vote 
against the politician. When a ruler is self-seeking, it is far-reaching. The 
best example of this is Pilate with Jesus.

6 Folly is set in great dignity… Rulers err greatly when they exalt 
folly. For example, governments grant scientific status to evolution and 
scientific status to psychotherapy. Both are philosophies competing with 
the heavenly-authorized religion Christianity.

7 I have seen servants on horses… Solomon could be picturing a great 
act of humility and care (like Jesus washing the feet of His disciples, Jn. 
13; see also Ph. 2:5–8). However, the context does not point to a voluntary 
action, but by dignifying folly, the ruler looks ridiculous.

Sep. 2 Ec. 10:8–10 

Wisdom Brings Success
8 He who digs a pit will fall into it… He who sets a trap for others, 

has set a trap for himself. Evil sooner or later backfires. Yes, others are put 
down while the wicked prosper. The wicked seem to be unpunished. Re-
member Haman. (See Ps. 7:14–16.) The wicked fall into the pit they have 
dug, because they forget where the pit was. Solomon also says that going 
through a wall, that is, going where it is not your business, you will get 
hurt (1 Pet. 4:15). Snakes hide in dark recesses. So you do not know what 
harm awaits you by invading another’s business.

9 He who quarries stones may be hurt by them… Here is the danger 
of carelessness. A person may not be doing evil, but good and injury can 
still occur, especially if one is careless.

Sep. 3 Ec. 10:8–10 

Wisdom Brings Success
10 If the ax is dull… The way of the fool is not to sharpen his tool, but 

the wise know the benefit of taking care of his tools. With a dull ax, un-
necessary extra strength is needed, and you tire sooner. The cut is not clean 
and neat. People will be less inclined to recommend you. Sharpen the edge 
and then the ax is doing the work, and your work will not be irritating. You 
can concentrate on what needs to be done rather than being angered at the 
ax. Wisdom sharpens the ax; foolishness blames the ax. Wisdom will bring 
success because it knows of the necessity of maintenance and the value of 
tools. Foolishness will bring failure, not understanding that items do not 
have personalities. The fool thinks that things do not work just for him.

Sep.4 Ec. 10:11–15 Words
Do you talk too much? 
11 A serpent may bite when it is not charmed… A babbler must be 

charmed, for he is like the uncharmed serpent. He must be given some-
thing that he wants to hear. This becomes a distraction, so that he is not 
after someone. Read more about the charmless babbler in Psalm 58:3–5 
and Jeremiah 8:17. The uncharmed babbler loves to engage in gossip. If he 
does not hear the music of gossip, he will turn and bite you. People who 
readily gossip about others will in time gossip about you.

12 The words of a wise man’s mouth are gracious… The wise man 
is wise because he wants to help others, wanting to honor others above 
himself. Therefore, he avoids harming others (Tt. 3:2). Harmful words do 
not help the speaker, but only nurture a bitter heart, which destroys the 
possessor. The wise man speaks graciously, knowing the effect (Ep. 4:29). 
When others are helped, the wise man is helped.

Sep. 5 Ec. 10:11–15 Words
12, 13 …the lips of a fool shall swallow him up…the end of his talk is 

raving madness. In time, the fool hurts himself, because he will have to eat 
his words, or his words will eat him. It is reported that President Lincoln 
said,  “Better to remain silent and be thought a fool, than to speak up and 
remove all doubt.” The basis of the philosophy of the fool is foolishness. 
Consider the doctrine of evolution. It teaches that we are nothing more than 

This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it 
day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then 

you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 
Joshua 1:8
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flesh, not having a soul or spirit. Thus, it has become increasingly popular to 
attribute what the Bible calls sin to be nothing more than simple genetics. 
However, this is leading some to conclude that something as awful as rape 
is nothing more than simple genetics. Evolutionists are having a hard time 
defending that kind of doctrine. Whatever doctrine fools follow; Solomon 
says the end is madness. Foolishness and madness are companions (Ec. 7:25). 
Let us consider again the doctrine of evolution. The madness of evolution 
is this: If there is no God, everything is permitted (Ps. 10). What will be 
the consequences of that thinking?

Sep. 6 Ec. 10:11–15 Words
14, 15 A fool also multiplies words…The labor of fools wearies them… 

The words of the fool are multiplied, making his words useless. He betrays 
a lack of knowledge or the proper use of knowledge (Pr. 15:2). He lacks 
forethought (Ec. 5:2, 3) and self-control (Pr. 10:19). He multiplies words 
as though he knows how everything will occur, but no one can know such 
things. The fool is worn out by his labor (Ec. 10:10), for he is too busy 
talking (v. 14a). He does not even know how to get to the city, that is, to 
do business.

Sep. 7 Ec. 10:16–19 Politicians
16 Woe to you, O land, when your king is a child… Here are two woes 

for a country. Number one is when the king (that is, the national ruler) is 
a child, if not in years, then in mentality. How sad if there are no true men 
to rule, so a child does. A child lacks experience in living, or a man who 
is childish has not learned from his experiences, and now he is running 
the country! Woe to that nation! Number two is when princes feast in 
the morning. They are neglecting their work and ignoring people’s needs. 
Feasting should be done when other matters are completed, not the first 
thing in the morning (Is. 5:11, 12ff).

Sep. 8 Ec. 10:16–19 Politicians
17 Blessed are you, O land… Now here is when a nation is blessed. 

When the king is a son of nobles. He has had a precedent set. He has been 
trained. He has the right mindset. If these things are so, he will know when 
he should feast. His upbringing should make him mature and responsible. 
He will not be a hard taskmaster. When is the proper time for princes to 
feast, according to verse 17? A true prince among men knows that he eats 
to live rather than living to eat. He knows there is refreshment in joy and 
relaxation, that is, he knows when to work and when to rest. He grants 
the same to his people.

Sep. 9 Ec. 10:16–19 Politicians
The reasoning of the foolish leader is revealed in verses 18 and 19.
18, 19 Because of laziness the building decays… Feasting princes are in 

fact lazy. The condition of their property and other things they own reveals 
their priorities. Such a prince uses feasting for forgetting his responsibilities. 
Moreover, he soothes his conscience, saying that his money will take care 
of it. He is wasteful because he has abundance. Remember the prodigal son 
(Lk. 15:11–32). All of this is just further excuse for a life of irresponsibility 
and laziness. From time to time in history, we witness a ruler who sees the 
folly in the way he had been living, and he makes a radical change. Blessed 
is that nation. May the Lord grant more leaders to change their ways.

Sep. 10 Ec. 10:20 

Guard Your Reaction to The Ruler
20 Do not curse the king… Do not curse him verbally, for the Bible 

forbids it, not only here, but in other Scriptures (Tt. 3:1, 2; Ac. 23:5; 2Pe. 
2:10). Why would David not curse or kill Saul (1Sa. 24:6)? Solomon says 
do not even curse the king in thought (See Mt. 12:34; 1Ch. 28:9). Do not 

curse him before an intimate, that is, not even your spouse in the privacy 
of your bedroom. If you were not able to keep the thoughts of your heart 
secret, what makes you think your spouse will? She or he may have a dear 
friend whom they tell everything, who also has a friend, etc. If you even 
let the thought take up residence in your heart, then, since we speak out 
of the abundance of our hearts, it will come out by accident.

Sep. 11 Ec. 11:1, 2 

Be Diligent for the Sake of the Future
Your work and benevolence are not wasted, but they will come back 

later.
1 Cast your bread upon the waters, For you will find it after many 

days. Cast your bread upon the waters, that is, give without the expecta-
tion of receiving back. Bread cast on water will disappear, but good comes 
back to you, for we reap as we sow. Generally, we reap more than we sow 
(Mk. 4:24). However, Solomon is quick to add: “After many days.” Do 
not look for your bread to come back tomorrow. It may be long enough 
that you have forgotten it. In some cases, it will not even be during your 
life on earth (Mt. 10:42).

Sep. 12 Ec. 11:1, 2 

Be Diligent for the Sake of the Future
Help as many people as possible.
2 Give a serving to seven, and also to eight… Give more than you think 

you should. Seven seems like a good amount. Well do one more. “Do all 
the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all 
the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as 
long as you can” (author unknown). You do not know what evil will come, 
but by being generous now, you will be blessed then. The more people you 
have helped, the more likely you will receive help (Lk. 16:9). 

Sep. 13 Ec. 11:3, 4 Avoid Procrastination
3 If the clouds are full of rain… These are lessons on diligence. The 

clouds give of their fullness. God caused the clouds to be full in order that 
they might give, even as He gives to us that we might give (1Ti. 6:17–19). 
Once a tree is down it no longer produces fruit. It must be beneficial while 
standing. We too must give and work while we have the opportunity.

4 He who observes the wind… These are excuses for procrastination. 
People find excuses for not beginning a tedious work, or planning for 
the future, or adhering to a schedule. The person thinks his work will be 
futile; to him it will be like sowing in the wind, or reaping when it might 
rain. Therefore, he looks for something else to do. In the end, he does not 
complete what he starts. The clouds make him procrastinate instead of 
being diligent to beat the clouds. Some people have great dreams to begin 
a project, but in truth, their dream is of the result. They are blind to the 
work necessary for results.

Sep. 14 Ec. 11:5, 6 A Reason to Be Diligent
5 As you do not know what is the way of the wind… Even as we do not 

know the way of the wind, so we cannot discover the works of God. We 
know the wind is going to blow. However, it is not until the weatherman 
has satellite pictures, and other tools, that he can let us know shortly before 
what the wind will be like. If we knew the wind exactly, then we could 
predict it accurately like Haley’s Comet, decades in advance. Solomon said 
that even as we do not know how bones grown in an unborn child, likewise, 
we cannot discover the works of God. How do certain cells know to become 
bones instead of hair? What gives the spark of life? If we do not know the 
lesser things of earth, how can we know the greater works of Him who is in 
heaven? Can you tell how God will work tomorrow? When is an event the 
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providence of God and when is it a natural occurrence of life? Sometimes 
great men of the Bible could not answer that question (Es. 4:14; Pm. 15). 
We cannot always know why things happen in our lives.

Sep. 15 Ec. 11:5, 6 A Reason to Be Diligent
6 In the morning sow your seed… Since we do not know the works 

of God, we should be diligent in every project, for we do not know which 
one will succeed. In the morning sow; in the evening give. In working a 
garden, we do not plant just one seed, even if we only want one plant to 
grow. Likewise, with all the things we do in life, we want to see which one 
will do best. Do your work. Be benevolent. You do not know which one 
God will cause to prosper. He might bless you through your occupation. 
He might bless you through your benevolence. He might use both. Do 
not put your eggs in one basket. In investments, they say to diversify, so in 
life we should do the same.

Sep. 16 Ec. 11:7, 8 Be Diligent
7 Truly the light is sweet… This is the sweetness of opportunity. What 

is life like without light? Life without light would be paralyzing, for by light 
we work and enjoy life (Jn. 12:35). Thus, the sun brings pleasure to life, 
giving us countless opportunities to do things (Jn. 9:4).

8 But if a man lives many years… If we remember that days of dark-
ness are coming, then we will rejoice in the manifold opportunities we 
have now. Therefore, be happy by working and by being benevolent (Ac. 
20:35). Rejoice in your life, because the sun of opportunity is temporary. 
Yet, opportunities for diligence run out, because death ceases all opportu-
nities (Ec. 9:10).

Be diligent, but trust God for the results. By being diligent and fulfilling 
your opportunities and trusting God, there is nothing to regret.

Sep. 17 Ec. 11:9, 10 The Vanity of Youth
Have you thought about your potential to grow old? If so, have you 

remembered God? If not, what do you think will happen?
9 Rejoice, O young man, in your youth… Do not forget that there is a 

judgment. Solomon uses sarcasm to persuade the reader of the foolishness 
of youthful lusts. Sometimes youth will do as they please. So he says, “Go 
ahead, but you will pay for it.” Youth has many pleasures, both good and 
bad. See those pleasures from the perspective of growing old. For example, 
loud noise can harm the hearing, but old age brings hearing loss, so loud 
noise in youth will only accentuate the problem of age. Solomon is not 
discussing protecting your hearing, he is warning about spiritual problems. 
Sometimes youth are guided by what they feel in the heart, but Proverbs 
28:26 warns, “He who trusts in his own heart is a fool, but whoever walks 
wisely will be delivered.” Sometimes youth are guided by outward appear-
ances, but Jesus instructed us, “Do not judge according to appearance, 
but judge with righteous judgment” (Jn. 7:24). Thus, Solomon is putting 
the potential activities of youth in the light of the judgment of God. (See 
also 12:14; Ro. 14:10–12; 2Co. 5:10.) The coming judgment is meant as 
a deterrent to evil, and an encouragement to do good works. 

Sep. 18 Ec. 11:9, 10 The Vanity of Youth
10 Therefore remove sorrow… Avoid the vanities of youth, because it 

is in youth that many sorrows begin. Many of the things that make adults 
miserable, began in their youth. Even as many with high cholesterol actually 
began it in youth, so many woeful behaviors of adulthood had their seeds 
in childhood. This is not speaking of health concerns, but it is addressing 
problems of living in the spirit. It is in youth that many fleshly evils begin. 
All my current sins, with which I struggle, began in youth. In youth, they 
may seem fun, but as adults, they will be agonizing battles. In youth, you 
may have control of them, but later they will rule you (Ro. 6:11–14). There-
fore, as Solomon concludes, childhood and youth are vanity. What seems 

important then, will not be later. What seem to be marks of manhood or 
womanhood now will be considered foolish as you mature (1Co. 13:11). 

Sep. 19 Ec. 12:1–7 Fellowship God Early
1 Remember now your Creator… The days of youth are crucial to the 

formation of the entire life. In the Book of Ecclesiastes, we have seen that 
all is vanity without knowing God. Even the good things in life, things 
given by God for our enjoyment, become meaningless if He is forgotten. 
Therefore, whatever you do keep God and Christ uppermost in your think-
ing (Ep. 1:10). What we learn in our youth will determine much of our 
future (Pr. 22:6). Solomon is going to show us in the last chapter that it is 
easier to remember God in youth than to start in old age.

1 …Before the difficult days come… I used to know a woman whose 
name was Etta Sacker. While in her 80s and 90s, she used to say to me, 
“Whoever talked about growing old gracefully, did not know what he was 
talking about.” She would elaborate, telling me that growing old was terrible. 
Older people are burdened with difficulties in every aspect of life, thus, 
making it difficult to begin remembering God. In old age, attention must 
be given to physical frailties. Old sinful habits, other non-sinful habits, but 
faith-hindering habits are difficult to change.

Sep. 20 Ec. 12:1–7 Fellowship God Early
1 …And the years draw near when you say, “I have no pleasure in 

them.” An older person, who has not known God and then tries to know 
Him, might become bitter at God, blaming Him for displeasures. They 
may not appreciate all His benefits.

2 While the sun and the light, The moon and the stars, Are not dark-
ened… Compare with 11:7, 8. Here Solomon pictures the loss of sight. 
The loss of sight can be so bad that one cannot even see sources of light. 
Scripture reading becomes difficult.

2 …And the clouds do not return after the rain The young bounce 
back from almost anything, but old age is like the clouds returning after a 
rain, there is no relief, but constant dreariness.

Sep. 21 Ec. 12:1–7 Fellowship God Early 
3 In the day when the keepers of the house tremble… Establish a relation-

ship with God, before strength and the energy of youth fade. The keepers 
trembling, the strong bowed, the grinders ceasing, the windows dim are all 
pictures of work slowing, and eventually stopping. In old age, people (the 
house) tremble and are not as steady on their feet (the keepers). Instead of 
standing erect, older people begin to stoop over. The grinders or teeth are 
not able to do their job because many have fallen out. Sight starts to fade 
as well. Older people will say they do not have the energy they once had, 
making it difficult to begin godly devotion in old age.

4 When the doors are shut in the streets… Seek God in youth before 
the agonies of old age set in. The closed doors picture sound that is difficult 
to hear. Sleep flees and so a bird can awaken a person easily. All this slows 
the process of learning. Since hearing is fading, hearing the subtle distinc-
tions of music are difficult.

Sep. 22 Ec. 12:1–7 Fellowship God Early
5 Also they are afraid of height… Become a servant of God while still 

in youth, because in old age people become afraid of many things, and this 
can consume their thinking, making it difficult to think of God, if they 
have not been used to it. Older people are unstable on their feet so they 
can become fearful of heights and of any terrors that might be in the way 
that they are walking. An almond tree in blossom, full of white flowers, 
pictures the gray hair that has set in. The grasshopper loses its springiness, 
that is, the aged lose the agility of youth. Desire fails, whether sexual or 
other physical desires.

5 …For man goes to his eternal home, And the mourners go about the 
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streets. This life is the time to prepare to meet God, for death comes and 
then nothing is done. Consider your time on this earth and the pleasures 
you may wish to pursue and compare them to eternity. This life is a pro-
bationary period; are you ready for eternity?

Sep. 23 Ec. 12:1–7 Fellowship God Early
6 …before the silver cord is loosed… Remember your Creator before 

you are incapacitated, whether by death, sickness, loss of mental ability, 
and other problems of old age. Solomon showed us pictures of the fragil-
ity of life. Light and water both symbolize life, but if the container can 
no longer contain the light or the water, then it is lost. If the body is no 
longer able to contain the spirit, death occurs. That which is precious is 
usually broken easily.

7 Then the dust will return to the earth… When all the things of verse 
six happen, death comes. Old age reminds us that we will not live here 
forever, but that our bodies are trying to return to the dust from which 
they have come. Old age is also a reminder that our spirit is fighting to be 
let loose of the body that it may return to God. How shall we return to 
God, as a friend or a foe? (See Ge. 2:7; 3:19; Ja. 2:26.)

Sep. 24 Ec. 12:8 All Is Vanity
8 “Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher, “All is vanity.” Think back 

on the journey we have taken with Solomon. You might even go back to 
chapter one and skim over the passages quickly, so that you can remind 
yourself of where we have been on this journey. He presented many things 
of the world, and showed us that even God-given gifts that we separate 
from Him and use for selfish ends, become vain. Therefore, the vanity of 
vanities, that is, the ultimate vanity is that all is vanity. Without fellowship 
with God, even the good things of life are vanity. Go back and read 1:2. 
There he told us his conclusion about life, but at that time, he did not tell 
us why he made that conclusion. Can you see now why he said, “‘Vanity 
of vanities,’ says the Preacher; ‘Vanity of vanities, all is vanity’”? (Ec. 1:2). 
This theme of the Book of Ecclesiastes is also the theme of life, that without 
God, everything is vain. What then is the purpose of life? In what does 
man find fullness?

Sep. 25 Ec. 12:9–12 Acceptable Words
Why are you living? What is the purpose of your life? Do not answer 

that question by saying what the purpose of your life should be, but when 
you examine your life, for what reason or reasons are you really living?

9 …he pondered and sought out and set in order many proverbs. The 
work of the preacher is to seek wisdom, to teach people knowledge. To 
accomplish these things, he must ponder, seek, and set in order proverbs. 
Yes, preaching requires pondering what to say and how to say it (Pr. 15:28). 
Moreover, pondering requires seeking or researching in the writings of 
others, but especially the Scriptures. He wants to know what others have 
studied and taught on the Scriptures; what have been their conclusions on 
the interpretation and application of passages upon which he is meditating. 
He will search for illustrations and quotations of wisdom to bring out the 
truths of Scripture. Then a great deal of thought is required in knowing 
how to bring out these truths in the most effective way possible.

Sep. 26 Ec. 12:9–12 Acceptable Words
10 The Preacher sought to find acceptable words… Here is the primary 

task of the preacher, to find acceptable words. Thus, a preacher’s library is 
filled with books, which help him to accomplish this task. He wants the 
words to be pleasant, but words that can be understood (Ep. 4:29). Some 
words are emotive, thus he stays away from some and using others at the 
right time, in the right way, in the right context. Solomon said this included 
upright words, because righteousness must flow from our lips (Co. 4:6). 

Upright words are also words of truth. Words of error have inundated the 
world (1Jn. 4:1), and this needs to be countered with words of truth. Words 
of truth are words of freedom (Ho. 4:6; 1Pe. 3:16).

Sep. 27 Ec. 12:9–12 Acceptable Words
11 The words of the wise are like goads… When words are used in 

the way that Solomon has been discussing, they are like goads. A goad is 
a sharp instrument for driving oxen or cattle, comparable to the electrical 
prod used today. The point is the words get people moving. The right words 
give us the impulse to move according to the direction the writer or speaker 
desires. They are like well-driven nails. Well-driven nails hold two or more 
pieces together. The nails and the objects they are holding can endure much 
stress, etc. The right words go deep and keep the issues of the heart and of 
life together. The proper words are given by One Shepherd, for He knows 
what are the right and true words.

Sep. 28 Ec. 12:9–12 Acceptable Words
12 And further, my son, be admonished by these… Gathering words 

as Solomon has been discussing since verse 9 is an endless task. Collecting 
and writing books is never ending. This is reminiscent of what John said 
concerning the ministry of Jesus alone (Jn. 21:25). How many writers exist 
in the world or have existed? Go from one person’s (especially preacher’s) 
library to another and few books are similar, and the preacher has hundreds, 
may be thousands. How long do bookstores keep old books on the shelves? 
Finding acceptable words through much study is wearisome to the flesh. 
Most people find it relaxing to read, but to research, study and figure out 
how to put what you have discovered into your own words takes physical 
stamina. I have found that I find acceptable words when I am physically 
fit. Then Solomon says be admonished. What he said in verses 9–11, could 
take up all a person’s time. Let us remember what Solomon wrote earlier in 
3:1, that there is a time for everything. There is a time to find a stopping 
point in your studying and enjoy life, people, family, and anything else God 
has given to you. Would it be wrong to study the Bible 24 hours a day, if 
possible? Yes. (See Ja. 1:21–25.)

Sep. 29 Ec. 12:13, 14 The Conclusion
13 Let us hear the conclusion… Solomon has finished reviewing the 

things that people seek for happiness and satisfaction. He did not just tell 
us what others do, but he himself performed the experiment. His conclu-
sion is that there is only one thing that counts in life. First, he says it is to 
fear God. That is not an old and out-dated concept, nor does it contradict 
the idea of loving God. Our psychologized society has persuaded people 
that fearing God is not right, but do not listen to them. Rather listen to 
Scripture. Deuteronomy 10:12, 13 even says in the same context that we 
should both love and fear God. This should teach us that it is not either 
we love or fear God, but humans are capable of doing both. Nor is this 
merely an Old Testament idea, but fearing God is also a New Testament 
command (1Pe. 2:17; Re. 14:6, 7). 

Sep. 30 Ec. 12:13, 14 The Conclusion
13 Let us hear the conclusion… The second thing that Solomon con-

cluded, and is encouraging us to apply, is to keep God’s commandments. 
Again, people think this is out-dated for our sophisticated society, believ-
ing it is legalistic. Legalism is trusting the command or one’s keeping of 
it, but true commandment-keeping is an expression of fear and love for 
God. This is the purpose of your life. Failing to fear God and to keep His 
commandments will lead to aggravation, discontentment, depression, sin, 
and many other curses. Knowing God is not optional. You live because of 
God, so live to glorify Him (1Co. 10:31). ✞

http://associate.com/groups/emaildevotionals/
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July 29 Ec. 7:11–14 

Wisdom Is Greater Than Money
11 Wisdom is good with an inheritance… Wisdom is profitable, because 

it prevents an inheritance from ruining the recipient. The fool will use an 
inheritance to become irresponsible and selfish. An inheritance to the wise 
is seen as an opportunity to do good works. The wise build upon it instead 
of wasting it. Therefore, if you are ever the recipient of an inheritance, be 
wise through responsibility and generosity.

12 For wisdom is a defense as money is a defense… Wisdom is more 
excellent than money, because it serves as a defense, even as money does. 
Money serves as a defense against poverty. Wisdom is useful as a defense 
against foolish endeavors and against falling prey to fraud. However, without 
money one can still be successful, therefore wisdom is a greater defense. 
Wisdom gives life, money cannot. Wisdom is not taken away easily, but 
money is.

July 30 Ec. 7:11–14 

Wisdom Is Greater Than Money
13 Consider the work of God… Wisdom accepts the work of God, know-

ing that there are things man cannot change. If God has done something, 
accept it, working with it instead of fretting over it. Use it to advantage.

14 In the day of prosperity be joyful… Wisdom accepts prosperity and 
adversity, knowing to be happy during prosperity, not ruining today by 
worrying that tomorrow might be bad. We should be responsible about the 
future, but not waste today’s opportunities of enjoyment by worrying about 
tomorrow. Commit everything to God (Ps. 37:5). Wisdom accepts prosperity 

and adversity, knowing to contemplate during the times of adversity, not 
ruining tomorrow by worrying that tomorrow might be bad also. During 
adversity, do not worry, thinking that joy is not possible. Remember 7:2-4. 
God appoints prosperity and adversity to be on two sides of the same coin. 
Why does Solomon say that God does this? God does it that man will not 
trust himself. This gives further insight to 7:10. What God wants from us 
is shown in Psalm 37:5 and Proverbs 16:3.

Life is a serious matter, but it can be joyful and instructive. Be wise 
knowing how to react to different life situations.

July 31 Ec. 7:15–20 

Righteousness And Wickedness
15 I have seen everything… Think about the man whom God used to 

write the Book of Ecclesiastes. Solomon wrote that he had seen everything 
in his days of vanity. Solomon was not being arrogant or authoritarian, but 
he was given opportunity to witness all things by virtue of age. Moreover, 
by being king his acquaintances, experiences, and availability would be 
many.

15 …There is a just man who perishes in his righteousness… What he 
observed was that a man perishes because of his righteousness. Truly, all 
the prophets were persecuted; some were killed (Acts 7:52). Jesus died at 
a relatively young age. Ironically, Solomon also observed that a man lives 
long because of his wickedness (See also Ps. 73:3, 4).

16 Do not be overly righteous… Do not be overly righteous unless you 
are willing to die for it. (Compare verse 15 also.) Solomon could also mean 
do not presume to take the place of God. The main point is: you will pay 
for righteousness and wisdom, are you willing to pay that price? ✞

Dear Reader, 
We goofed big time in the July issue. We left off the readings for July 30th and 31st, 
and most of the 29th. When this discovery was made, it was too late to include the 
correction in the August issue because it was already printed. Therefore, we in-
clude the missing days below. Sorry. Editor

The technician read the results of his 
sonar scan and said simply, “There is a mass 
there.” I said, “Is it a cancer?” He replied, 
“Your doctor will go over the results with 
you.” “A mass,” I thought. “I never even 
considered a cancer!” I thought, “an ulcer, 
but a cancer!”

 The doctor sat looking at me and said, 
“It is a malignancy.” My first thought was to 
call my wife. She had said, as I left for this 
second series of imaging, “Whatever it is, 
we’ll face it together.” Now we knew. 

 When I got home we prayed together 
and began to make preparations for the hos-
pital and surgery. They told me the surgery 
was simply “to look around,” as they knew 

my kind of malignancy was inoperable and 
chemo and radiation were the way to fight 
it. The cancer was as large as my hand and 
the kind that grows rapidly. Now was the 
time to practice what I had preached for 
years. God must be relied upon.

I RELIED ON PRAYER. For my entire 
life I had prayed often and fervently. Now I 
prayed each morning and went on with my 
work. I wanted to live to work, but if I must 
die now, early, I wanted to die working. I 
believe in prayer; I glory in prayer. I asked 
everyone to pray with me and for me. My 
prayers were short, but fervent, for myself 
and for all I knew who had cancer as well. 

The Courage to 
Face 

the Suffering of 

Continued on page 10

By 
Andrew 

M. 
Connally

a 
Malignancy 
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Hot
Societal 
Issues

Friday 
7:00 Do Psychics Have Psychic 

Powers? 
Steve Lloyd 

8:00 Is the Pledge of Allegiance 
Valid? 
Don Ruhl 

Saturday 
1:00 Should Homosexual Marriage 

Be Legalized? 
Nathan House 

2:00 Should Marijuana Be 
Legalized? 

Don Ruhl 

3:00 Is the Gospel of Judas True that 
Jesus and Judas Conspired on the 

Betrayal? 
Bob Bain 

4:00 The Da Vinci Code 
Steve Lloyd 

Sunday 
9:30 Is Islam of God? 

Nathan House 

10:30 What about Animal Rights? 
Bob Bain 

6:00 The Da Vinci Code: The Holy 
Grail 

Steve Lloyd 

September 15–17, 2006 
Church of Christ

220 NE Savage Street
Grants Pass, Oregon 97526-1310

541-476-3100
www.GrantsPassChurchofChrist.com
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Meditation Tips

�editating on the 
�criptures 

(Part 2) 
by Charles H. Spurgeon

Another note in the praise of 
this most blessed, but much-ne-
glected duty, is that it fixes the 
truth upon the memory. You com-
plain of short memories; you say 
that what you have heard you can 
scarcely remember to another day. 
If thy paint be thin, and thou canst 
not make thy picture stand out in 
glowing colours, lay on many coats 
of thy paint, and so wilt thou do 
what thou wantest. If thy memory 
will not retain the truth the first 
time, then think it over, and over, 
and over again, and so, by having 
these several coats of paint, as it 
were, the whole matter shall abide.

Complain not, then, of thy 
memory, omplain of thyself if thou 

art not given to meditation. Let thy 
closet rebuke thee because thou 
hast not been oftener there, if thy 
memory be frail. Whereas another 
man may do with less medita-
tion, if thou sayest thy memory is 
weak, the more reason why thou 
shouldest be a longer time, and 
oftener with thy God in secret. All 
want (lack) this, but thou need-
est it more than others; see thou 
to it, then, that thou neglected not 
this duty. For getting the nourish-
ment out of truth, and moreover, 
for preserving, for salting down 
the truth for future use, employ 
much meditation. Meditation clip-
peth the wings of thoughts, which 
otherwise would fly away at the 
first clapping of the world*s hands. 
Thou shalt thus keep thy prey, as 
it were, surrounded and entangled 
in a net, else it might escape thee; 
thy meditation shall hold it fast 
until thou needest it.
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There was and is a common bond for those 
of us who suffer a common fate.

I CONTINUED TO WORK. I felt 
the need to continue my work. I took the 
necessary time for treatment, but I worked 
every day possible. I felt and feel to stay 
in place carrying on with one’s responsi-
bility was a great asset, both needed and 
beneficial.

I REFUSED TO WITHDRAW. 
There are times when we wish to hide and 
close out everything and almost everyone. 
Don’t do it! Stay social, available, and 
keep smiling. There are those who need 
us and can gain strength from even our 
weakness. The haunting dread and endless 
questions are best handled by refusing to 
dwell on them.

I REFUSED TO FEEL SORRY FOR 
MYSELF. We need not feel we are martyrs 
when ill or suffering. Someone said, “Oh, 
brother Connally, why you?” I replied, 
“Why not me? Preachers are mortal, too.” 

And I meant it. Life has taught me some 
wonderful lessons and one of the greatest 
is that we are made perfect through suffer-
ing (Compare He. 5:8–10). I have always 
disdained a man who was not a man. God 
can and will give us the strength to bear 
our loads, carry our crosses and finish our 
tasks. It seems so childish to me for one to 
constantly bemoan his fate or lot in life. To 
always excuse every action, no matter how 
poor, my stating, “I did the best I could” 
or “people just don’t realize how hard it is” 
or some other is such foolishness. Life is 
hard and sometimes even cruel, but ours 
is to bear and serve and stand like men 
and women of God and to bear up under 
pressure and to be victorious in time of trial 
(Compare Ja. 1:13–15). I do not believe 
God will give us more than we can bear, 
but with each blow dealt unmercifully by 
Satan, will give us the faith and fortitude 
to see us through.

I REFUSED TO ALLOW IT TO 
CONTROL MY LIFE. I refused to waste 
all my time thinking about it or talking 

about it. Nothing was hidden or the 
subject shunned, but it was not allowed 
to occupy my time, thoughts, or control 
my life. Unless asked by others, or the 
time spent in early morning prayer, our 
life went on. This is best. It saves energy, 
keeps the attitude positive and keeps our 
priorities straight.

 The tremendous support and love I 
received from my wife, children, family 
and brethren was a major factor in my 
stability and progress. Such love is truly 
of God.

 I have now had three good cat scans. 
The cancer seems dead or dormant. Each 
six months I must be tested, if nothing 
happens sooner. My doctors have a “watch 
and see” attitude. And me? I am very grate-
ful for each day of life, but I have work 
to do, miles to go and promises to keep, 
before I sleep, before I sleep.

Andrew died in 1992 of cancer.
✞

Continued from page 7


