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The Beatitudes in Matthew 5, which open the Sermon on the Mount, are more 
than perfect patterned platitudes. They speak of true life. He who does them not, 
does not have eternal life. Therefore, with all your getting, get the Beatitudes! 

The fifth Beatitude shows that the Beatitudes are more than ornate oracles of 
order. Matthew 5:7 states the truth plainly, but we have problems practicing it 
plainly. We complicate it, looking for ways to avoid doing what Jesus said simply 
to do. We want the blessing without the action that brings the blessing. “Blessed 
are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy” (Mt. 5:7). 

If we want mercy from God and man, we have to show mercy. 
Mercy has two forms. When we fulfill what a person lacks, we have shown 

mercy because he deserves it. When we withhold punishment from someone we 
have shown mercy, although he did not deserve it. Let’s talk about the second 
one. 

What shall we do with sinners, whether in or out of the church? What has 
God done with us? 

Mercy Is Frightening 
Preacher, show me the flames of hell, but do not talk to me about showing 

mercy to sinners, especially to the ones who have sinned against me. 
Truth, law, and justice...piece of cake. They are objective. Truth is truth, 

law is law, and justice is justice regardless of the circumstances, regardless of the 
people involved. Therefore, truth, law, and justice make us comfortable. 

Mercy...that is your most hated vegetable. It is subjective. Mercy comes 
from the heart. Mercy knows a sinner has violated truth and law, and therefore, 
deserves justice. However, mercy takes the person involved, considers the condi-
tion of that heart, ponders the change of that mind, and sees the conversion of 
that life. Therefore, mercy withholds justice. That seems weak to us. Therefore, 
mercy makes us uncomfortable. 

People have created problems, but some people want to change. Our justice 
says we never want to forget what you did. Mercy says I am willing to work with 
you, although you are not what you are supposed to be yet. Mercy says I will 
help you and by that you shall help me, for you see, the merciful one knows he 

does not have his act together yet either. 
Mercy knows that we cannot forbid sinners from coming to the church, because 

the church is a hospital for broken-lives, not a museum for perfect lives. Justice says 
you cannot forgive everyone. If we do, we will have sinners coming in from ev-
erywhere! Mercy responds that we have no choice, if we wish to have forgiveness. 
Mercy knows what Jesus said later in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 6. The 
Lord and Judge of our souls, explained that mercy receives mercy, but no mercy 

Be merciful to me, but I am not so sure 
about showing it to you 

By Don Ruhl 
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receives no mercy, “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father 
will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will 
your Father forgive your trespasses” (Mt. 6:14, 15). 

Romans 9 declares that God shows mercy on His terms. However, since the 
first century church, 
people have had prob-
lems to whom God 
shows mercy, “For He 
says to Moses, ‘I will 
have mercy on whom-
ever I will have mercy, 
and I will have com-
passion on whomever I 
will have compassion’” 
(Ro. 9:15). The first 
Christians, who were 
Jews, fought it when 
they saw Gentiles com-
ing into the church. 
People of every color, 
nation, language, social 
class, and culture fight 
it when they see anoth-
er group coming into 
the kingdom. 

Do you remember 
the point of the Parable 
of the Prodigal Son? 
Luke 15 shows that it 
began with this back-
ground. The Pharisees 
and scribes did not like 
the people with whom 
Jesus associated. He 
spoke three parables 
to explain His associa-
tions, “Then all the tax 
collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear Him. And the Pharisees and 
scribes complained, saying, ‘This Man receives sinners and eats with them.’ So He 

spoke this parable to them, saying...” (Lk. 15:1–3). 
First, He gave the parable of one sheep out of a hundred that was lost. The 

shepherd looked for it and rejoiced with his friends when he found it. 
Second, He gave the parable of the lost coin out of ten. The woman looked 

diligently for her coin 
and rejoiced with her 
friends when she found 
it. 

Third, He gave the 
Parable of the Prodigal 
Son, one out of two 
sons who was lost. The 
father let his son go, but 
waited anxiously for 
the return of his son. 
When his son returned 
from his wild living, 
the father rejoiced 
greatly. However, not 
everyone was happy 
about the young man’s 
return. “Now his older 
son was in the field. 
And as he came and 
drew near to the house, 
he heard music and 
dancing. So he called 
one of the servants and 
asked what these things 
meant. And he said to 
him, ‘Your brother has 
come, and because he 
has received him safe 
and sound, your father 
has killed the fatted 
calf.’ But he was angry 
and would not go in. 

Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him” (Lk. 15:25–28). 
The older brother did not like the way his father operated and certainly did 

Pierre Montallier: The Works of Mercy, c. 1680
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not want to show mercy to his brother. Jesus gave that parable to explain why 
He showed mercy and to explain that some people object to showing it. 

Mercy Is God-Like 
Show mercy and you touch God! Paul called God, “the Father of mercies” 

(2Co. 1:3) and “God...is rich in mercy” (Ep. 2:4), and James added “that the 
Lord is very compassionate and merciful” (Ja. 5:11). 

Psalm 103 uses vivid imagery to picture the boundlessness of God’s mer-
cy. Think on your sin, then think on God forgiving you. Can we describe the 
mercy of God? Can we paint a picture of it? David painted a picture for us in 
Psalm 103. See with your mind’s eye what he painted. “For as the heavens are 
high above the earth, so great is His mercy toward those who fear Him; as far 
as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us. 
As a father pities his children, so the LORD pities those who fear Him. For 
He knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust” (Ps. 103:11–14) 

Just how high are the heavens above the earth? The distance is great. Like-
wise, the mercy of God is great over all our imagination. 

Just how far is the East from the West? Do the two ever meet? No, nor 
shall our sins ever meet us again when God shows mercy. 

Just how deep is the pity of a father toward his children? Although I am 
a father, I do not know how to tell non-fathers how my children dwell in my 
heart. Here is the clincher: God is a greater Father than all of us. 

Just how feeble are we? We are dust, made from dust and returning to 
dust. No one knows that better than God! 

These things magnify the endless mercy of God! 
Have I sinned against Him? I am ashamed of the magnitude and number 

of my sins. Yet, God in mercy forgives me. God, what can I do to show my 
eternal gratefulness? He says, as I have shown you mercy, show mercy to oth-
ers. 

In the Tabernacle of Moses and the Temple of Solomon, there was a spe-
cial room into which the high priest entered once a year. It was the holiest 
place on earth. It was called the Holy of Holies or the Most Holy Place. Inside 
was the Ark of the Covenant. On top of the Ark were two cherubim. Between 
the cherubim and over the Ark was the very spot where God dwelt or at least 
where He met the high priest. That spot had a name. It was called the Mercy 
Seat. For there, the high priest made atonement for Israel. The holiest spot 
on earth was the most merciful place on earth. Mercy, therefore, is the very 
essence of God. Imitate God by showing mercy. 

Listen to some brief teachings of Jesus on mercy, “But go and learn what 
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this means: ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice.’ For I did 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repen-
tance” (Mt. 9:13). “But if you had known what this 
means, ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice,’ you would 
not have condemned the guiltless” (Mt. 12:7). “Woe 
to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay 
tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have ne-
glected the weightier matters of the law: justice and 
mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, with-
out leaving the others undone” (Mt. 23:23). 

Let us go and learn what it 
means that God desires mercy 
and not sacrifice. Let us learn 
what it means so that we will 
never condemn the guiltless. 
Let us understand that mercy 
is weightier than all other mat-
ters. 

Mercy Is Reciprocal 
Hear again what Jesus said 

in the fifth Beatitude of the Ser-
mon on the Mount, “Blessed 
are the merciful: for they shall 
obtain mercy” (Mt. 5:7). 

James 2 shows that the 
brother of the Lord understood 
the message of Jesus in the Ser-
mon on the Mount. James de-
livers the blunt message of mer-
cy like this, “So speak and so do as those who will be 
judged by the law of liberty. For judgment is without 
mercy to the one who has shown no mercy. Mercy 
triumphs over judgment” (Ja. 2:12, 13). 

Remember God shall judge us by the law of liberty. 
Therefore, speak and act that we may not be judged. 
The law of liberty commands us to show mercy. How-
ever, if we do not show mercy, God’s judgment upon 
us will be without mercy. Did you hear the hard truth 

of the last sentence from James’s quotation? He who 
shows no mercy receives no mercy from God! Yet, 
mercy triumphs over judgment, that is, if you show 
mercy, you receive mercy, not judgment. 

How could the Bible put it plainer? Show mercy; 
receive mercy. Do not show mercy; do not receive 
mercy. Did you find a loophole in any passage I have 
given? If you want to look for one, God shall look for 
one to keep from showing you mercy. 

How many times has God shown us mercy? 10 

times? 10,000 times? 10 million times? November 
2, 1976, I became a Christian. I wonder, if God 
has shown me mercy only once each day since then, 
how many times has He shown mercy to me. Not 
accounting for leap years, He has shown me mercy 
11,315 times! On February 25, 2007 my wife and 
I will have been married 30 years! No one on earth 
has had to show me mercy more than she. I am going 

to be real generous with myself and say that she has 
not had to show it daily. Let’s say I have said or done 
something against her once a week. How many times 
has she shown me mercy in 30 years? 1,560 times! Or 
372 times, if months! 

Yet, we are still happily married! Do you know 
how we prevent friction so that our marriage will not 
seize? We use the oil of mercy. Why can we not do 
that with each other in the church? We have to do it 
with each other in the church! 

Again, from the Sermon 
on the Mount in Matthew 5, 
Jesus explained how we can be 
as God. After stating that we 
should show love to all and give 
greetings to all, He uttered a 
statement that is often misin-
terpreted, “Therefore you shall 
be perfect, just as your Father in 
heaven is perfect” (Mt. 5:48). 

Most people interpret that 
as to be sinless. In this context, 
Jesus meant to love all and to 
greet all. He talked about show-
ing mercy! Show mercy and 
you shall be as your heavenly 
Father. If we show mercy to 
one another, we can live with 
one another. 

Who is perfect among us? Is 
the world perfect? Is the church 

perfect? If you are not perfect and I am not perfect, 
shall we not show mercy to one another? You need 
mercy from me as much as I need mercy from you 
and we both need it more from God! 

God wants to show you mercy right now! If you 
will state, “I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God,” 
you can be baptized right now and God will show 
you mercy, wiping away all your sins! ✞

“Should you not also have 
had compassion on your 

fellow servant, just as I had 
pity on you?” (Mat 18.33)
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Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

�editating on 
the �ook of �ob

Job by Gustav Doré

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from this web site: 

http://www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php
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Apr 1 Job 21.4–6 

Look At Me 
4–6 “As for me, is my complaint against man? 

And if it were, why should I not be impatient? Look 
at me and be astonished…” Against whom was Job’s 
complaint? Why did he ask the question of verse 4? 
He was wanting his friends to see that his dispute was 
not with them, but with God. Did the friends think 
that they were speaking for God? Did Job think that 
he was justified in complaining and in being impa-
tient? Why did Job want them to look at him? He 
knew that if they would truly take a good look 
at him, they would see the poor man’s suffering 
and change their tone against him. They were so 
focusing upon his words that they had forgotten 
the condition of their friend. How did it affect 
him when he remembered what had happened 
to him? He was terrified and he trembled. 

Apr 2 Job 21.7–16 

The Prosperity of the 
Wicked 

7–16 “Why do the wicked live and become 
old, Yes, become mighty in power? Their descendants 
are established with them in their sight…” Why did 
Job say these things? According to Job, his friends 
seemed to think that the wicked only suffered. 
Therefore, he wanted his friends to know that the 
wicked do well in life. His friends did say that the 
wicked did well, but that their prosperity did not 
last. Do the wicked prosper? Yes, they do, but not 
always. What happens to the wicked is a combina-
tion of what both Job and his friends were saying. 

The same can be said of the righteous; sometimes 
they suffer and sometimes they prosper. Can we 
make conclusions about a person’s spiritual state 
based upon how he or she is doing in life? What 
about ourselves? How then can we know what a per-
son is, including ourselves? Jesus said that you shall 
know them by their fruits. 

Apr 3 Job 21.17–21 

Do the Wicked Suffer? 
17–21 “How often is the lamp of the wicked put 

out? How often does their destruction come upon 
them, The sorrows God distributes in His anger? 
They are like straw before the wind…” How would 
you answer Job’s question of verse 17 strictly from 
the viewpoint of the world? Is it not true that they 
often die in a good condition? Why do they not suf-
fer now? We know that they shall suffer later, but 
why is God good to them now? (See Romans 2.4 
and Acts 14.17.) What does Job want for the wicked 
in verses 19–21? 

Apr 4 Job 21.22 

Can We Teach God? 
22 “Can anyone teach God knowledge, Since He 

judges those on high?” Man is incapable of teach-
ing God. What does Job use as the basis in verse 22 
for saying that no one can teach God? God judges 
those on high. Therefore, He is greater than all in 
knowledge. Yet, has Job called into question God’s 
knowledge? 

Apr 5 Job 21.23–26 

The Same Event Happens 
to All 

23–26 “One dies in his full strength, Being 
wholly at ease and secure; His pails are full of 
milk…” Whether righteous or wicked, one per-
son dies in wealth and good health. Whether 
righteous or wicked another person dies in pov-
erty and bitterness. Death is the great equalizer. 
Compare Solomon’s words in Ecclesiastes 9.2, 
3. 

Apr 6 Job 21.27–33 

When the Wicked Meet Their 
End 

27–33 “Look, I know your thoughts, And the 
schemes with which you would wrong me. For 
you say…” What did Job believe his friends were 
thinking? He believed that they would counter his 
thoughts founds in verses 7–26 by giving an exam-
ple, such as Job, that the wicked do not prosper. For 
what did Job say the wicked are reserved? 

Job 21.17–34
God May Delay Judgment 

But Judgment Is Sure 
Rich man tramples all over the poor
Thinking God isn’t really hard-core?
I am getting annoyed.
You all think to avoid
Great White Throne where God settles the 

score.
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Apr 7 Job 21.34 

Falsehood Does Not Comfort 
34 “How then can you comfort me with empty 

words, Since falsehood remains in your answers?” 
We know that Job’s friends went to comfort him. 
Yet, Job does not see their comfort anymore. Why 
was that? He said their words were empty. Why 
were their words empty? It was because they were 
speaking falsely. 

The Third Cycle of Speeches

Eliphaz’s 3rd Speech 

Job 22 

Apr 8 Job 22.1–3 Do We 
Profit God? 

1–3 Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered 
and said. “Can a man be profitable to God, 
Though he who is wise may be profitable to him-
self? Is it any pleasure to the Almighty that you 
are righteous…?” What did Eliphaz believe was 
the answer to his questions? He would have said 
that a man cannot be profitable to God. He would 
have said that it is no pleasure to God that we are 
righteous. He would have said that it is no gain to 
God that we make our ways blameless. What do 
you think the truth is in regard to those questions? 
Can a man be profitable to God? No, in the sense 
that God is not lacking anything. Yes, in the sense 
that He uses people for His purposes. Is it any plea-
sure to the Almighty that we are righteous? Yes, of 
course, it is pleasure to God that we are righteous. 

What is God doing from Genesis to Revelation? Is 
He not seeking to get us to be righteous? What are 
all the instructions, commandments, and stories of 
the Bible seeking to create in us? David said it well 
after he saw Israel’s generous giving for the temple, 
“I know also, my God, that You test the heart and 
have pleasure in uprightness…” (1Ch. 29.17). Is 
it gain to God that we make our ways blameless? 
Again, we say that God does not lack and He does 
not need for man to give to Him, but He wants us 
to be blameless. If we are converted from a life of 
blame, and then become blameless, that is gain to 
Him. Eliphaz’s opening questions in this speech do 

not speak of God the thing that is right, as God shall 
charge against Eliphaz later. 

Apr 9 Job 22.4 

Does Job Fear God? 
4 “Is it because of your fear of Him that He 

corrects you, And enters into judgment with you?” 
What was the implication of this question? God is 
punishing you, Job, and it is not because you fear 

Him. That is a way of saying that Job did not fear 
God. Yet, remember that whether Job feared God is 
the question that prompted Satan’s attack on Job. 
(See again 1.1, 8, 9; 2.3.) 

Apr 10 Job 22.5–11 

Job’s Alleged Sins 
5–11 “Is not your wickedness great, And your 

iniquity without end? For you have taken pledges 
from your brother for no reason…” If Eliphaz truly 
believed that Job was guilty of these sins, why did he 
not rebuke Job before? The fact is, Eliphaz did not 

witness these alleged sins, but he was assuming 
these were Job’s sins, based upon the nature of 
Job’s suffering. We do reap what we sow, but that 
does not mean that what we currently experience 
is always a reaping of what we sow. Do you un-
derstand the difference? 

Apr 11 Job 22.12–14 

Job Wrong About God’s 
Ability to See 

12–14 “Is not God in the height of heaven? 
And see the highest stars, how lofty they are! 

And you say, “What does God know…?” Eliphaz 
confirmed God’s great loftiness, but rebuked Job 
for thinking that God was far removed from man. 
While Eliphaz did not quote Job precisely in verses 
13 and 14, yet, Job was wondering whether God 
had removed Himself from Job and whether God 
saw what was happening. Then at times, Job seemed 
to be acknowledging that God did know everything 
that was going on. Look at 13.24. How do we ac-
count for Job’s words? The man was in deep de-

Job 22.1–11 
Job’s Wickedness Great? 

Eliphaz’ Flawed Theology 
Job, is not your own wickedness great?
All your actions appear reprobate
From the weak took a pledge,
Round yourself built a hedge,
As is evidenced now by your fate. 
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spair from his overwhelming suffering. Do we not 
go back and forth between various positions even 
when we are not suffering? What about the man or 
the woman whose suffering is beyond imagination? 
Why can we not simply listen to people who suffer 
great agonies? Do we have to rebuke every word? Is 
there not a time for understanding a person’s posi-
tion? 

Apr 12 Job 22.15–18 

Will Job Keep the Way of the 
Wicked 

15–18 “Will you keep to the old way Which 
wicked men have trod, Who were cut down before 
their time…” Eliphaz questioned why Job was 
insisting on his way, which Eliphaz believed was 
the way of wickedness. We often question why 
people persist in their ways when we think we 
can see clearly that they are wrong. Yet, one of 
two things may be going on. First, they may be 
stubborn, or second, they might be in the right. 
Therefore, there is the possibility that we are 
wrong. What did Eliphaz say that the wicked say 
to God? They tell Him to depart. Has Job said 
that to God? Read 7.19; 10.20. 

Apr 13 Job 22.19, 20 

The Laughter of the 
Righteous 

19, 20 “The righteous see it and are glad, And 
the innocent laugh at them. ‘Surely our adversar-
ies are cut down, And the fire consumes their rem-
nant.’” Was Eliphaz implying that he and his two 
friends were glad that Job was being cut down? 

Apr 14 Job 22.21–30 

Acquaint Yourself with God 
21–30 “Now acquaint yourself with Him, and 

be at peace; Thereby good will come to you. Receive, 
please, instruction from His mouth…” This is a 
magnificent section, but Eliphaz made some misap-
plications. He believed what he said in strictly ma-
terialistic terms. He believed that the good things to 
which he referred would never be taken away while 
a person was still righteous. He did not understand 
how these things could be experienced while suffer-

ing. If we can keep in mind his errors and not repeat 
them, then we can appreciate the blessings that he 
said come from knowing God. Was Job acquainted 
with God? There is no doubt about it. Even in his 
suffering, Job showed that he was acquainted with 
God by constantly calling upon Him. Had good 
come to Job in the way that Eliphaz stated? Yes, so 
why did he accuse Job of being a hypocrite? Was 
Eliphaz also inconsistent in his beliefs and argumen-
tation? 

The Third Cycle of Speeches 

Job’s 7th Speech 

Job 23 and 24 

Apr 15 Job 23.1, 2 

The Bitterness of a 
Complaint 

1, 2 Then Job answered and said. “Even today 
my complaint is bitter; My hand is listless because 
of my groaning.” Whether Job’s friends were right 
or wrong, and whether he was right or wrong, he 
was still in the fullness of his terrifying suffering. 
Therefore, his friends had been of no help to him. 
That is why he was still in the bitterness of his 
complaint. Through this whole ordeal with his 
friends, he had not received any strength, so that 
his “stroke is heavier than my groaning” (ASV of 
1901). 

Apr 16 Job 23.3–7 

Job Longed for His Day in 
Court 

3–7 “Oh, that I knew where I might find Him, 
That I might come to His seat! I would present my 
case before Him…” For what did Job long? Job 
wanted to know where God was. Why did he want 
to come before God’s seat? Once there, what would 
he do? Job simply wanted to present his case before 
God. Job wanted to present his case, but he seemed 
to be forgetting who he was and who God is. God 

Job 23.3
Job on the Invisible God  

The Invisible God 
Oh, if only I knew where He is!
We could put a quick end to this biz’.
North and south, east and west
I keep missing His nest.
In the end though I won’t fail His quiz. 
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is not just a Judge, but He is the righteous Ruler 
of the universe. Job believed that if he could pres-
ent his case, he would be delivered from his Judge. 
However, is there anyone over God? Is there a Judge 
or higher power to whom God answers? 

Apr 17 Job 23.8–12 

Job Did Not Know God’s 
Ways, But God Knew Job’s 

Ways 
8–12 “Look, I go forward, but He is not there, 

And backward, but I cannot perceive Him; 
When He works on the left hand, I cannot behold 
Him…” According to verses 8 and 9, can we find 
God in a physical sense? No, we cannot, but that 
is not the only way to converse with God. Can 
the same thing be said about Him in regard to us? 
(v. 10) He knows our ways very well. Knowing 
that God knew Job, how did Job think he would 
do with a testing from God? God will test Job 
later and he will be humbled. What Job main-
tained in the second line of verse 10 might be 
true, but was he being over-confident? Is it right 
to hold such a view of self before God and men? 
In verses 11 and 12, Job asserted why he believed 
he would come forth as gold. He had been faithful 
to the commandments of God. How much did Job 
value the words of God’s mouth? I believe verse 12 
is a classic on what ought to be our attitude toward 
the word of God. Compare the words of Jesus that 
He quoted to Satan in Matthew 4.3, 4. 

Apr 18 Job 23.13–24.1 

God Is Unique 

23.13–24.1 “But He is unique, and who can 
make Him change? And whatever His soul desires, 
that He does. For He performs what is appointed 
for me…” God’s uniqueness is such that no one 
can make Him change, according to Job. What He 
desires, He does. In verse 14, Job applied this trait 
of God to himself, that is, God does whatever He 
wants with a man, and that man cannot change it. 
God does whatever He desires with Job and who 
has the ability to change God? Thinking on this, 
Job was terrified, perhaps believing that his suffering 
would never end. Job saw no reason for his suffer-
ing in the first place, so since God had done it, why 

would He change it, because He is unique and does 
not change? Job would continue to see darkness, but 
not the darkness of death that he desired, rather the 
darkness of days because of his agony. These things 
are not hidden from God (24.1), but why, Job want-
ed to know, is God hidden from those who know 
Him? Did Job think that God was not being fair? 
God can see us, but we cannot see Him. 

Apr 19 Job 24.2–8 

Some Are Covetous 
2–8 “Some remove landmarks; They seize flocks 

violently and feed on them; They drive away the 
donkey of the fatherless…” Job gave three lists of 
what the wicked do. Surely his friends could look 
over these things and see that he was not guilty of 
these things. In verses 2–4, Job listed the greedy and 
thoughtless ways of some. They remove landmarks. 
They seize flocks (which was one of the things that 
had happened to Job). They drive away the don-
key of the fatherless. They take the widow’s ox as 
a pledge. They push the needy off the road. Verses 

5–8 show what the disadvantaged have to do as a 
result of these evil actions against them. 

Apr 20 Job 24.9–12 

Some Do Not Help the 
Helpless 

9–12 “Some snatch the fatherless from the 
breast, And take a pledge from the poor. They 
cause the poor to go naked, without clothing…” 
Look at what they do to the helpless. They snatch 
the fatherless from the breast. They take a pledge 
from the poor. They take clothing away from the 

poor. They take food away from the poor. They take 
away oil and wine from the poor (implication of v. 
11). The result in verse 12, is that people suffer at 
the hands of the wicked. Yet, Job said God does not 
charge the wicked with wrong. 

Apr 21 Job 24.13–17 

Some Rebel Against the Light 
13–17 “There are those who rebel against the 

Job 24.1–12 
Why No Justice for the Needy? 

No Raisonne’
Mistreat widows.  Turn needy away.
As wild asses in desert they bray.
Steal the poor family’s corn.
Orphan’s justice suborn.
Yet God giveth not His raisonne’.
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light; They do not know its ways Nor abide in its 
paths. The murderer rises with the light…” There 
are other sins that the rebellious commit. They rebel 
against the light. The light is just not part of their 
way of living. They freely depart from its path. Their 
departure from the spiritual light shows up in their 
activity by departing from the natural light. He kills 
during the day and steals at night. They commit 
adultery when they think no one is watching. Dur-
ing the day, they plan their evil nighttime activities. 
Verse 17 is awkward in the NKJV. See the NASV, 
NIV, ASV, GWORD. 

Apr 22 Job 24.18–21 

Those Sinners Should Be 
Cursed 

18–21 “They should be swift on the face of 
the waters, Their portion should be cursed in the 
earth, So that no one would turn into the way 
of their vineyards. As drought and heat consume 
the snow waters…” While Job wished death for 
himself, not because he thought that he deserved 
it for his sin, but simply as a way of escape from 
his suffering, yet, he also believed that the wicked 
should be rewarded with death. 

Apr 23 Job 24.22–24 

What God Does to the Mighty 
22–24 “But God draws the mighty away with 

His power; He rises up, but no man is sure of life. 
He gives them security, and they rely on it…” Some 
become mighty, but God is always watching them. 
In time, what they had is gone. Are these things not 
true of both the righteous mighty and the wicked 

mighty? 

Apr 24 Job 24.25 

Job’s Challenge 
25 “Now if it is not so, who will prove me a liar, 

And make my speech worth nothing?” What was 
Job’s challenge? 

The Third Cycle of Speeches 

Bildad’s 3rd Speech 

Job 25 

Apr 24 Job 25.1–3 

God Is Exalted 
1–3 Then Bildad the Shuhite answered and said. 

“Dominion and fear belong to Him; He makes peace 
in His high places…” What point did Bildad make? 
God is the highest. Therefore, He is the One with 
total dominion and all fear Him. Why did Bildad 

tell this to Job? Look at His armies! What other king 
is greater? What point was Bildad making? His light 
is upon all. He sees everyone and blesses all whom 
He desires. Bildad established the supremacy of 
God, which Bildad believed Job did not recognize. 

Apr 25 Job 25.4–6 

Who Then Is Man? 
4–6 “How then can man be righteous before God? 

Or how can he be pure who is born of a woman? If 
even the moon does not shine…” If God is so highly 
exalted, how then can mere man be righteous before 

God? Job had raged in his self-confidence before 
God, and Bildad was attempting to straighten 
out Job’s attitude. God was not born of anyone, 
but man is born of woman. God is the Creator; 
man is the creature. Can he then boast of himself 
before God? Remember what Job said especially 
in 23.8–12. Look at the glory of the moon and 
the stars. Yet, in God’s presence, they are noth-
ing. Bildad was arguing that the moon and the 
stars are greater in glory than man. Therefore, if 
those celestial bodies are nothing in God’s sight, 
so is man. What is man, according to Bildad? In 
comparison to God, man is a maggot and man is 

a worm. 

The Third Cycle of Speeches 

Job’s 8th Speech 

Job 26–31 

Apr 26 Job 26.1–4 

How Have You Helped? 

Job 25.4
Job, On Sin 

Not Pristine
Same as man born of woman,  unclean.
God made stars in the sky, not pristine,
While this logic’s not wrong
Job keeps singing same song.
While friend Bildad is venting his spleen. 
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1–4 “But Job answered and said. ‘How have 
you helped him who is without power? How have 
you saved the arm that has no strength? How have 
you counseled one who has no wisdom…?’” Great 
questions! I have verses 2 and 3 posted on a bul-
letin board in my office and read them often during 
sermon and class preparation or in preparation for 
a discussion. Ask yourself those questions. Can you 
say that in life you are a help to people, or as an ir-
ritant to the eyes and a thorn in the side? Think of 
the manner in which the friends talked to Job and 
see if you are like them or like Jesus. Let us answer 
Job’s questions. How had his friends helped? The 
truth is they had not helped, although their in-
tentions were good. How can we avoid their same 
mistakes? Know the word and be humble. 

Apr 27 Job 26.5–14 

The Edges of God’s Ways 
5–14 “The dead tremble, Those under the 

waters and those inhabiting them. Sheol is naked 
before Him…” Verses 5–13 are similar to words 
that God will speak to Job. All of these are things 
far beyond man’s capabilities. Can we hang the 
earth upon nothing? Yet, as verse 14 says, after 
contemplating the wonders that Job declared, just 
consider that this is merely the edge of God’s ways 
and merely a whisper of Him. If someone were to 
declare a full declaration of God’s power, could any 
of us understand it? Then again, Jesus came to reveal 
God and we were surprised by what we heard and 
saw. It was not what we expected. This is why, as 
Paul explained in First Corinthians, the Jews and the 
Greeks, and all peoples have scoffed at the preaching 
of the cross, because it is inconceivable to them that 
such is the fullness of God’s power. 

Apr 28 Job 27.1–6 

Job Held on to His Integrity 
1–6 “Moreover Job continued his discourse, and 

said. ‘As God lives, who has taken away my justice, 
And the Almighty, who has made my soul bitter…’” 
Job stopped for a moment, after speaking of God’s 
ways, but Zophar did not respond and he did not 
respond anymore. Remember what Job had just so 
beautifully declared in 26.5–14, and then listen to 
him here. He spoke of God the things that are right, 
and it was good to hold onto his righteousness, but 

he did not leave open the possibility that he might 
be wrong in something. Job was putting his personal 
righteousness at odds with God, but our righteous-
ness has to be founded upon Him. (See Pro 3.7; 
12.15; 14.16.)  

Apr 29 Job 27.7–10 

The Hope of the Hypocrite 
7–10 “May my enemy be like the wicked, And 

he who rises up against me like the unrighteous. For 
what is the hope of the hypocrite…” Job claimed to 
be a man of integrity and then he contrasted that 
with the hypocrite. Job was a man who was consis-
tently righteous. He was righteous in public. He was 
righteous in private. The hypocrite is not like that. 
Therefore, when he runs into trouble, God will not 
hear him. Yet, Job claimed to be a man of integrity, 
but he also said that God was not answering him. 
Perhaps this is what his friends saw, thinking that he 
was a hypocrite, but he denied it, although he made 
their argument for them here. 

Apr 30 Job 27.11, 12 

The Hand of God 
11, 12 “I will teach you about the hand of 

God; What is with the Almighty I will not con-
ceal. Surely all of you have seen it…” Since they 
had not spoken accurately about God, Job rea-
soned with them, he would tell them the truth 
about God. He believed that they should have 
seen it, and if so, why were they speaking with 
complete nonsense? What is obvious to us is not 
always obvious to others. Job also so spoke that 
God had to correct him. ✞

Job 27.1–12 
Job, Master of Repartee 

Job Rejects Jibe 
Job implied Bil’ made negative jibe.
Turned it ‘round, giving positive vibe.
Then called him hypocrite,
Altogether unfit.
Undeserving of more diatribe. 
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By Don Ruhl
What is the placebo effect? Let us assume some 

researchers want to discover whether or not caffeine 
increases intelligence. They gather a group of fifty 
people from all walks of life and to them they ad-
minister caffeine. They also assemble a control group 
of fifty people from all walks of life and give them a 
sugar pill, but the people in this group believe they 
have received caffeine. When the researchers do their 
testing and the control group has a marked increase 
in intelligence like the group that took 
the caffeine, then the researchers 
begin to doubt whether caf-
feine truly increases intel-
ligence, but only that 
people expected 
it to increase 
and so 

they showed improvement. This is known as the pla-
cebo effect or the power of suggestion. If the group 
receiving the caffeine did increase their intelligence 
and the group receiving the sugar pill or placebo did 
not increase their intelligence, then the increase could 
not be attributed to the person’s expectations, but to 
the caffeine. 

Psychology As A Spiritual Placebo
Some people believe psychological counseling (as 
opposed to counsel from the Bible) has helped 

them. Many have testified to 
me that it did not help, 

claiming t o 
have recovered later without it. Others have said that 

some other source helped. If a form of medicine 
helped only a few people and others claimed no 
help, its efficacy would be in doubt, and its value as a 
medicine would be questioned. Its scientific qualities 
would also be questioned. Those who did improve 
would be considered the benefactors of the healing of 
time, natural processes, or the placebo effect.

Some who are seemingly helped by modern 
psychology are helped because they expect to be 
helped. Hence, the placebo effect.

Martin Gross says that “Dr. Arthur Shapiro 
believes that it is the placebo effect.” Gross goes on to 
quote Shapiro,

“ M o s t 
therapists are convinced that it is their 

method and insight that produces patient 
improvement, but this is not true,” Dr. 

A Sp
iritual Placebo
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Shapiro pointed out when interviewed. “Any 
improvement is probably the result of the 
placebo effect. In fact, the placebo was the 
underlying therapeutic factor in medicine 
until Pasteur laid the basis for effective 
medication. Modern psychotherapy claims 
to be a scientific treatment, but there is no 
evidence from controlled studies to support 
this. More likely, psychotherapy is still in 
its pre-Pasteur stage. It is a treatment whose 
major effect is that of the placebo.”

“The placebo effect operates in various 
ways in psychotherapy: in the enthusiasm of 
the therapist, in his interest in and liking of 
the patient, in advice giving, in reinforcing 
the patient’s desire to get well,” Dr. Shapiro 
continued. “Most psychological explanations 
are nonsense, but it is another way to get 
at the placebo effect. If the patient is told 
about his unconscious Oedipus complex, the 
understanding can act as a placebo even if the 
theory is not true, which it isn’t.

“In ancient times, the therapist would go 
into a bizarre dance in order to communicate 
with evil forces bedeviling his patient. He 
would speak in incantations, then spit out 
the bloody tissue of an animal. He would 
ask the spirits for relief for the patient, whose 
face would brighten with hope. Modern 
psychotherapy has magical trappings which 
are more appealing to the contemporary 
mind, but the underlying mechanism of 
both procedures is the same—mobilizing 
the power of the placebo.” (Martin Gross, 
The Psychological Society, New York: Random 
House, 1978, pp. 33, 34).

Thomas Kiernan, the author of Shrinks, Etc., has 
said,

In the end, psychotherapy is a state 
of mind. If you are convinced it can help 
you, the likelihood is that it will; if you are 
convinced of the opposite, the likelihood 
is that it won’t (quoted in: PsychoHeresy, by 
Martin and Deidre Bobgan, Santa Barbara, 
California: EastGate Publishers, second 
printing, November 1987, p. 190).

Therefore the psychology of man is a form of 
deception. Consider this blatant confession of a 
psychotherapist, 

Humanitarian fervor aside, it’s the 
therapist’s job to take power over the patient, 
push ahead with solving the problem, then 
convince the patient he or she is better, even 
if it means being devious: “He can develop 
ploys beyond the wildest dreams of a used car 
salesman. One…is to make patients work or 
“suffer” to get into therapy and so increase 
their belief value…

When a client improved, I couldn’t 
honestly credit the change to insight, 
catharsis, actualizing potentials, trying out 
new behavior or any other well-known 
therapeutic concept…

The reader may feel that I’ve ignored 
the most important question of all—ethics. 
The social influence approach will seem 
outrageously manipulative to some people…
I simply want to assert here that the social 
influence perspective and the kinds of 
tactics I’ve suggested are justified both by 
empirical studies in social psychology and by 
considerable clinical evidence. (John Gillis, 
“The Therapist As Manipulator” Psychology 
Today, December, 1974, pp. 91–95).

The psychotherapists may believe that the end 
justifies the means, and that pragmatism is the answer, 
but Christians and the church must be concerned 
with whether teachings and practices are scriptural. 
The end does not justify the means.

The danger of deception, or of the placebo effect, 
is that it may not work when you really need it. In 
Isaiah 30.1–5 God spoke against Israel for this very 
thing. They trusted in Egypt because sometimes 
Egypt was a help, but when Israel really needed help, 
Egypt would not be there, 

“Woe to the rebellious children,” says the 
LORD, 

“Who take counsel, but not of Me, 
And who devise plans, but not of My Spirit, 
That they may add sin to sin;
Who walk to go down to Egypt, 
And have not asked My advice, 
To strengthen themselves in the strength of 

Pharaoh, 
And to trust in the shadow of Egypt!
Therefore the strength of Pharaoh 
Shall be your shame, 
And trust in the shadow of Egypt 
Shall be your humiliation.
For his princes were at Zoan, 
And his ambassadors came to Hanes.
They were all ashamed of a people who could 

not benefit them, 
Or be help or benefit, 
But a shame and also a reproach.”

Isaiah 31.1–3 gives a similar and powerful 
warning, which the church would do well to apply 
today to the matter of where we receive help for 
solving the daily problems of living, 
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Woe to those who go down to Egypt for 
help, 

And rely on horses, 
Who trust in chariots because they are many, 
And in horsemen because they are very 

strong, 
But who do not look to the Holy One of 

Israel, 
Nor seek the LORD!

Yet He also is 

wise 
and 

will bring 
disaster, 

And will not call 
back His words, 

But will arise against the house of evildoers, 
And against the help of those who work 

iniquity.
Now the Egyptians are men, and not God; 
And their horses are flesh, and not spirit. 

When the LORD stretches out His hand, 
Both he who helps will fall, 
And he who is helped will fall down; 
They all will perish together.

As the Bobgans have written, 

Although placebos have demonstrated 
their suggestive power in relieving symptoms 
in both emotional and physical disorders, 
they have not had the same effect in extreme 
mental-emotional disorders. According to the 
research, placebos are of no significant value 
in extreme cases. This should not surprise 
us as those who have extreme disorders do 
not have the presence of mind to accept 
the power of suggestion that accompanies 
the fake pill and those who are chronically 
anxious may not be open to the suggestion 
of hope. After all, the placebo effect is the 
power of a milk-sugar pill; it is the power 
of suggestion, accompanied by faith in the 
system or in the doctor administering the 
fake medicine (Martin and Deidre Bobgan, 
The Psychological Way/The Spiritual Way, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota: Bethany House 
Publishers, 1979, pp. 28, 29).

The problem with the placebo nature of 
psychology is that it builds trust in a vain philosophy, 
and the Scriptures warn us against such, “Beware lest 
anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty 
deceit, according to the tradition of men, according 
to the basic principles of the world, and not according 
to Christ” (Col 2.8). Instead we are to trust Christ for 
wholeness in life, as Paul goes on to write, “For in Him 
dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and you 

are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality 
and power” (Col 2.9,10). Psychology tries to fulfill the 
promise of wholeness or completeness, but it is not 
able to do it, because it in itself is incomplete, having 
been based on the teachings of men and the world, 
and only Jesus Christ is complete, therefore, He can 
make us complete. As Thomas Szasz, a psychiatrist 
who is critical of psychotherapy, has written, 

Revealingly, Luther entitled his 
“Ninety-five Theses” Disputation 
of the Power and 
Efficacy of 

Indulgence. 
R i t u a l i z e d 
indulgences, 
Luther insisted, 
have no real 
spiritual power, 
beyond that which 
the penitent imputes 
to them. Ritualized 
psychiatric interventions, 
I maintain, have no real 
therapeutic power, beyond 
that which the patient 
imputes to them. Luther 
attacked the sale of indulgences as a 
degraded and degrading falsification o f 
the true cure of souls. I attack the sale 
of prescriptions and other fakeries of 
contemporary psychotherapy as degraded 
and degrading falsifications of the true 
cure of souls (Thomas Szasz, The Myth of 

The Books of Men Versus the Book of God 
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Psychotherapy, Syracuse, New York: Syracuse 
University Press, 1988, pp. 34, 35).

Another problem with man’s psychology is that 
it opens up a person to gullibility. Most people 
have an uncritical confidence in a psychologist, 
psychotherapist, counselor, and others of like 
profession, because people believe that those in the 
counseling professions are “qualified” and “trained” 
in a “science.” However, in an earlier article we 
showed the fallacy of this type of thinking (The Bible 
Meditator, October 1995, Vol. 6, No. 10, www.
TheBibleMeditator.com). 

The Scriptures teach that we are to be discerning, 
that we are to “test all things” (1Th 5.21), or as John 
writes, “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test 
the spirits, whether they are of God; because many 
false prophets have gone out into the world” (1Jn 
4.1). Let us remember that false teachers will come in 
disguise and it is up to us to perceive the truth about 
them (Mat 7.15; 2Co 11.13–15).

The thing that causes the placebo effect can 
be achieved without psychology. Jerome Frank, a 
therapist of the John Hopkins Medical School, says, 

With many patients the placebo may be as 
effective as psychotherapy because the placebo 
condition contains the necessary and possibly 
the sufficient ingredient for much of the 
beneficial effect of all forms of psychotherapy. 
This is a helping person who listens to the 
patient’s complaints and offers a procedure to 
relieve them, thereby inspiring the patient’s 
hopes and combating demoralization.

Garth Wood comments on the above:

In other words, all the inferiority 
complexes, the dream interpretations, the 

oedipal factors, the collective unconscious, 
the free associations, are nothing but red 
herrings. The vital ingredient is after all 
merely a caring listener who raises hopes 
and fights demoralization. The concerned 
and forceful friend of Moral Therapy, for 
instance. But if this is all that is needed, what 
then of professional training in the intricacies 
of psychotherapy, what of the huge fees, 
what of the third-party medical insurance 
reimbursements, of the pretense and the 
rhetoric, of all the shams and the charlatans, 
the sound and the fury signifying nothing? If 
this is all the great “science” of psychotherapy 
is, then let us sweep it away now and bother 
ourselves with it no more (Garth Wood, The 
Myth of Neurosis, New York: Harper & Row, 
Publishers, U. S. edition, 1986, pp. 290, 
291).

The Bobgans add, 

If one combines the interpersonal 
qualities of the therapists, the external factors 
involved in spontaneous remission, and the 
placebo effect, one may account for much 
of what may be working to bring about any 
success in psychotherapy. In other words, the 
particular psychological approach is not what 
leads to change, nor the theories, training, or 
techniques. It is the interpersonal environment 
provided by the counselor, plus spontaneous 
remission factors, plus the placebo effect. And 
all of these, of course, pale in comparison 
to the individual’s desire to change and his 
willingness to take the responsibility to do 
so (Bobgans, PsychoHeresy, Op. cit., pp. 192, 
193).

Does this mean that we can still use psychotherapy 
since it sometimes produces good? Has Mormonism 
ever achieved good? Does Mormonism contain some 
truth? We could answer yes to the last two questions, 
but who wants to promote Mormonism and who 
wants to send those seeking for answers to doctrinal 
questions to the Mormons? We are to fight against 
systems that are in competition with God’s way (1Co 
1.18–2.16; Psa 106.34–36). The point from the 
above quotations is that psychotherapy creates faith, 
whether in the counselor, the method of psychology, 
or something else, but it is faith in faith, and the 
Scriptures teach us to have faith in God through 
Jesus Christ. Consider the following thought from 
the Bobgans, 

If faith has that much power in itself, 
regardless of the object of the faith, think of 
how powerful faith is if it is truly directed 
towards God, and if the person exercising 
the faith is placing his faith in the God of 
the universe rather than in a mere man, and 
if he is placing his faith in the very Word of 
God rather than in a theory or system devised 
by man (Bobgans, The Psychological Way/The 
Spiritual Way, Op. cit., pp. 152, 153).

Since psychology is a placebo, its results are 
superficial and temporary because it is based on fallible 
and rebellious man, giving glory to man rather than 
to God. We cannot follow our own understanding 
(Pro 3.5, 6); for we do not know the way that we 
should take in life (Jer 10.23). Therefore, we should 
reject whatever is falsely called knowledge or science 
(1Ti 6.20, 21); and run to the Lord and buy what we 
need for the soul rather than wasting our money on 
that which does not work (Isa 55.1–3).

Whoever trusts in the psychology of man is 
trusting in a proverb of ashes. ✞
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