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...from the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the son of Zaccur; 
from the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori...
from the tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph...
from the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu; 
from the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of Sodi; 
from the tribe of Joseph, that is, from the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi the son of Susi; 
from the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of Gemalli; 
from the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael; 
from the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi; 
from the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son of Machi. 

Artwork only: Grapes and Sword by James Converse
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By Don Ruhl 

While the Shang dynasty was making its mark in China and while 
Pharaoh Amenhotep’s II was making his mark in Egypt (because he was 
the Pharaoh of the Exodus), some men made their mark on Israel. 

You know these men, but not by name. 
The Bible identifies them as, 

...from the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the son of Zaccur; 
from the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori...
from the tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph...
from the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu; 
from the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of Sodi; 
from the tribe of Joseph, that is, from the tribe of Manasseh, 

Gaddi the son of Susi; 
from the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of Gemalli; 
from the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael; 

Shammua and 
His Brethren 
You know them, but not by their names 

Photo only: The coastal plain of Israel, near Gaza. in Accordance Bible Software
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from the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of 
Vophsi; 

from the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son of Ma-
chi. 

Who Were Shammua and 
His Brethren? 

They were leaders in Israel. What does it take to 
be a leader? You to have to care for the people whom 
you are leading. You have to have passion for what 
your group is about. You have to have skill for leading 
that group to its goal. Therefore, the tribes of Israel 
choose these men to be leaders, because they were 
recognized for their care, passion, and skill. They 
had established themselves in the eyes of their tribes, 
demonstrating success in getting things done. When 
Moses gave them a new job, he knew he could count 
on them to do what needed to be done. As leaders, he 
knew they had influence. 

They did something that Moses never did as a 
leader in Israel, although he had privileges that no 
one else on Earth had. Yet, there was something that 
even that privileged man could not experience. Sham-
mua and his brethren did experience it. 

They obeyed Moses and the Lord. Moses told 
them to do something and they did it. Yet, for some 
reason we do not know these men by name. 

A valley was renamed because of something they 
did there. What they did in that valley is often pic-
tured in a large way. Therefore, the name of it became 
the Valley of Eshcol. 

Shammua and his brethren were like Judas of 
whom we say what might have been. Judas did many 
good things during his three and a half years with 
Jesus. Shammua and his brethren did many good 
things. Then they ruined their good, which is why 
you do not know these men by name. They should 

have become famous. Now, they are infamous and 
you do not want to imitate them. 

Do not think like Shammua and nine his breth-
ren. Think like two of his brethren whose names I did 
not list earlier. 

Did you notice that when I listed the names of 
the tribes, I did not list three tribes. Levi did not pres-
ent a man for this job, although it provided Moses 
and Aaron. I did not list the names of the leaders of 
Judah and Ephraim. 

Do you know who Shammua and his brethren 
were? If you could hear me talk, when I mentioned the 
two other brethren, even just starting to pronounce 
the first syllable of the first name, you would know 
immediately who Shammua and his brethren were. 
You see, Joshua and Caleb also traveled with Sham-
mua and the other nine into the land of Canaan. 

Why do we know the names of Joshua and Caleb, 
but we do not know Shammua, Shaphat, Igal, Palti, 
Gaddiel, Gaddi, Ammiel, Sethur, Nahbi, and Geuel? 

The Thinking of 
Shammua and His 

Brethren 
Numbers 13 shows that Shammua and his breth-

ren were leaders in their tribes, who went into the 
land of Canaan, which Moses never did; they obeyed 
Moses and the Lord by going through the land of 
Canaan, bringing back some of its fruit, carrying one 
cluster of grapes on a pole between two men, and so 
renaming the valley where they got it, the Valley of 
Eshcol, or the Valley of Cluster, yet, they ruined any 
good that they might have done for Israel and they 
ruined any good that they might have done for their 
own names when they said this, 

Then they told him, and said: “We went 

to the land where you sent us. It truly flows 
with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. Nev-
ertheless the people who dwell in the land are 
strong; the cities are fortified and very large; 
moreover we saw the descendants of Anak 
there. The Amalekites dwell in the land of 
the South; the Hittites, the Jebusites, and the 
Amorites dwell in the mountains; and the 
Canaanites dwell by the sea and along the 
banks of the Jordan” (Num 13.27–29). 

Caleb quieted and encouraged the people, but 
the ten contradicted him, 

But the men who had gone up with him 
said, “We are not able to go up against the 
people, for they are stronger than we.” And 
they gave the children of Israel a bad report 
of the land which they had spied out, say-
ing, “The land through which we have gone 
as spies is a land that devours its inhabitants, 
and all the people whom we saw in it are men 
of great stature. There we saw the giants (the 
descendants of Anak came from the giants); 
and we were like grasshoppers in our own 
sight, and so we were in their sight” (Num 
13.31–33). 

Numbers 32 will show you just how bad their 
report was. About 38 years later when two and a half 
tribes decided not to go into the land of Canaan and 
stay on the east side of the Jordan, Moses rebuked 
them, referring to the bad report of the ten spies, call-
ing it sin, 

“Now why will you discourage the heart 
of the children of Israel from going over into 
the land which the LORD has given them? 
Thus your fathers did when I sent them away 
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from Kadesh Barnea to see the land. For 
when they went up to the Valley of Eshcol 
and saw the land, they discouraged the heart 
of the children of Israel, so that they did not 
go into the land which the LORD had given 
them. So the LORD’s anger was aroused on 
that day, and He swore an oath, saying, ‘Sure-
ly none of the men who came up from Egypt, 
from twenty years old and above, shall see the 
land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, because they have not wholly followed 
Me, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh, the 
Kenizzite, and Joshua the son of Nun, for 
they have wholly followed the LORD.’ So the 
LORD’s anger was aroused against Israel, and 
He made them wander in the wilderness forty 
years, until all the generation that had done 
evil in the sight of the LORD was gone. And 
look! You have risen in your fathers’ place, a 
brood of sinful men, to increase still more the 
fierce anger of the LORD against Israel. For 
if you turn away from following Him, He 
will once again leave them in the wilderness, 
and you will destroy all these people” (Num 
32.7–15). 

Whoa! Do not be guilty of discouraging your 
brethren to do the right thing. The ten reported ac-
curately of the land, but they gave a bad report of the 
nations. 

They believed the Canaanites were stronger than 
Israel. 

They believed Israel could not overcome the for-
tifications of the Canaanites. 

The Canaanites intimidated spies. 
They looked little in the sight of the Canaanites. 

The ten spies concluded that Israel was: 

 out-gunned, 
 out-financed, 
 out-manned, and 
 out-sized. 

Were the Canaanites greater than the Egyptians? 
How did Israel manage to escape the Egyptians, both 
in Egypt and at the Red Sea, and how did Israel sur-
vive the two years from the escape to the sending of 
the ten spies? 

The Problem 
The ten spies looked at the power of the world 

and it was impressive. 
They looked at themselves, former slaves, and they 

were not impressed. 
They did not look at the Lord. 
How could they forget the ten plagues? How 

could they forget the Red Sea crossing and destruc-
tion of the Egyptians? They may have reasoned: That 
was then, this is now. God did those things then, but 
that does not mean He will do them now. Why does 
humanity think what God did yesterday, He cannot 
do today? 

By their leadership and by their greater numbers, 
they outnumbered the faithful 10 to 2, and influ-
enced Israel not to live by faith. Therefore, the Israel-
ites complained about the current leadership, 

So all the congregation lifted up their 
voices and cried, and the people wept that 
night. And all the children of Israel complained 
against Moses and Aaron, and the whole 
congregation said to them, “If only we had 
died in the land of Egypt! Or if only we had 
died in this wilderness! Why has the LORD 
brought us to this land to fall by the sword, 
that our wives and children should become 

victims? Would it not be better for us to re-
turn to Egypt?” So they said to one another, 
“Let us select a leader and return to Egypt.”...
And all the congregation said to stone them 
with stones (Num 14.1–4, 10a). 

For their sin of faithlessness, fear, and frighten-
ing Israel, the Lord took their lives, “Now the men 
whom Moses sent to spy out the land, who returned 
and made all the congregation complain against him 
by bringing a bad report of the land, those very men 
who brought the evil report about the land, died by 
the plague before the LORD” (Num 14.36, 37). 

Do you believe the Lord is in charge or do you 
believe that the world is just too strong for the church 
to overcome it? 

Do you believe the message of First John 5? Our 
brethren over the centuries lived by this verse and 
they were victorious! “For whatever is born of God 
overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has 
overcome the world—our faith” (1Jo 5.4). 

The Faith of the Two 
Numbers 13 shows that Caleb knew they could 

take the land, “Then Caleb quieted the people before 
Moses, and said, ‘Let us go up at once and take pos-
session, for we are well able to overcome it’” (Num 
13.30). 

Why did Caleb believe they were well able to 
overcome it? Did he just have high self-esteem? No, 
from what we read next, you will know that it was 
not self-esteem or national-esteem, it was God-es-
teem. Where does your faith rest? 

Numbers 14 shows that even after the people 
complained and did not believe in the Lord’s ability, 
Joshua and Caleb still tried to persuade the people, 

But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the 
son of Jephunneh, who were among those 
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who had spied out the land, tore their clothes; 
and they spoke to all the congregation of the 
children of Israel, saying: “The land we passed 
through to spy out is an exceedingly 
good land. If the LORD delights in 
us, then He will bring us into this 
land and give it to us, ‘a land which 
flows with milk and honey.’ Only 
do not rebel against the LORD, nor 
fear the people of the land, for they 
are our bread; their protection has 
departed from them, and the LORD 
is with us. Do not fear them” (Num 
14.6–9). 

They knew it depended upon the 
Lord and not their ability, strength, or 
size. 

The two knew it depended upon 
whether the Lord delighted in them. 

They urged the people not to rebel 
against the Lord. 

They urged them not to fear the Ca-
naanites. 

They revealed that the Canaanite’s 
protection had been taken away. 

They encouraged the Israelites that 
the Lord was with them. 

Could not the God who poured out 
the plagues upon Egypt pour out the 
same or greater plagues on the Canaan-
ites? Why were the Egyptians no match 
for the Lord, but the Lord was no match 
for the Canaanites in the eyes of the ten 
and Israel? Did the Lord delight in Is-
rael? Did not all that He had done in the 
previous two years mean anything? 

What about us? 

Do you have the spirit of the ten? If the world 
fights against the church, who do you believe will 
win? Remember Daniel 2.44 and Revelation 11.15. 

Is the Lord with us even as He was with Israel in 

Egypt and at the Red Sea? Does the Lord delight in 
us? What has He done for us in Jesus Christ? Do you 
believe that the Father has pulled back and left us 

on our own? Do you have the spirit of 
Joshua and Caleb? After Moses pleaded 
with God to forgive Israel, He promised 
to do that, but they would still suffer for 
their faithlessness, fear, and frightening 
of others, 

Then the LORD said: “I have 
pardoned, according to your word; 
but truly, as I live, all the earth 
shall be filled with the glory of the 
LORD—because all these men who 
have seen My glory and the signs 
which I did in Egypt and in the wil-
derness, and have put Me to the test 
now these ten times, and have not 
heeded My voice, they certainly shall 
not see the land of which I swore to 
their fathers, nor shall any of those 
who rejected Me see it. But My ser-
vant Caleb, because he has a different 
spirit in him and has followed Me ful-
ly, I will bring into the land where 
he went, and his descendants shall 
inherit it” (Num 14.20–24). 

Determine to have the spirit of Ca-
leb. 

Has not the Lord Jesus promised 
that He would be with us even to the 
end? Do you believe that with all your 
heart? Do you encourage your brethren 
to believe that? Or do you have a de-
featist attitude? Are you defeated even 
before you begin? Rededicate yourself 

today or start following Him fully today. ✞

The Spies Return from the Land of Canaan (Numbers 13:1–33). 
Gustave Doré (1832–1883).



The Bible Meditator Page 7 April AD 2009

Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php

John, The Gospel According to the Eagle 

�editating on the 
�ook of 

�ohn
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Apr 1 John 17.12 
Jesus Kept the Disciples 
12 “While I was with them in the world, I kept 

them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I…” 
Jesus emphasized still further the name of God. 
During His ministry, Jesus kept the disciples in the 
Father’s name. Jesus kept every one of the disciples 
whom the Father gave, except for one, who had just 
left the group. Did the eleven know to whom Je-
sus alluded? John and Peter knew. Did they wonder 
where Judas was? Did they think how much Ju-
das missed? 

Apr 2 John 17.13, 14 
Having the Word of 

God Leads to Joy and 
Persecution 

13, 14 “But now I come to You, and these 
things I speak in the world, that they may have 
My joy fulfilled in themselves…” As Jesus said in 
verse 12, He had been with the disciples in the 
world, but as He then said in verse 13, that time 
ended, and Jesus prepared Himself to go to the Fa-
ther. What Jesus spoke while in the world with His 
disciples, He spoke that they might have the joy of 
Christ fulfilled in themselves. Jesus gave the word 
of the Father to the disciples and the world hated 
them for it, hating them because they were not of 
the world, even as Jesus was not of the world and the 
world hated Him for it. 

Apr 3 John 17.15–19 

Separation from the World 
15–19 “I do not pray that You should take them 

out of the world, but…” While Jesus had been with 
the disciples, He did not pray that He could take 
them with Him, but knowing the persecution head-
ed their way, and the temptations coming, Jesus 
prayed that the Father would keep them from the 
evil one, because they were not of the world, to the 
same degree Jesus was not of the world. Therefore, 
Jesus prayed further that the Father would sanctify 
the disciples by His truth. What is truth? Truth is 

the word of God, the very thing Jesus had given to 
them. What the Father had Jesus do, go into the 
world, Jesus commanded the disciples, to go into 
the world to do what Jesus did. Jesus came and gave 
the things of God to the world, and the disciples 
were to give those things to the world. So then, for 
the sake of the disciples, Jesus sanctified Himself, 
setting Himself apart to the Father for the sake of 
the disciples that they might be sanctified by the 
truth. 

Apr 4 John 17.20–23 
Jesus Prayed for Us to Be 

One 
20–23 “I do not pray for these alone, but also 

for…” Jesus revealed that this whole prayer, while 
not for the world, it was for those eleven men and 
for everyone in the world who would believe in Je-
sus through the preaching of the apostles. Jesus had 
us in mind. Jesus is God. God knows everything. 
Therefore, at the moment Jesus prayed, He thought 

of us here. Jesus wants us to be one, even as the 
Father is in Jesus and Jesus is in the Father, so 
that we may be one in them, which creates an 
environment for belief among the people of the 
world, leading them to believe that the Father 
sent the Son. Jesus helped that unity along by 
giving to the apostles and us, the glory that the 
Father gave the Son! How has the Father glori-
fied the Son? Jesus indicated we may share in 
that glory. In First John 3, John brought that up 
again, promising us something wonderful, “Be-
loved, now we are children of God; and it has not 
yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know 
that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, 

for we shall see Him as He is” (1Jo 3.2). And Revela-
tion 1 lets us peek at the glory of Jesus, that He was 
“clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded 
about the chest with a golden band. His head and 
hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His 
eyes like a flame of fire; His feet were like fine brass, 
as if refined in a furnace…and His countenance was 
like the sun shining in its strength.” Look at the 
words of John 17.23. Jesus in us, and the Father in 
Jesus, that we may be perfected into one, leading the 
world to know that the Father sent the Son, that the 

John 17.1–26
Christ’s Intercessory Prayer

Prayer For His Own
They were yours but you gave them to me.
Please protect them while I’m back with thee.
They’ll learn glory and love
About you up above.
Put me in them as your Designee.
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Father loved the eleven, and that the Father loves us, 
even as He loved Jesus! 

Apr 5 John 17.24 
Jesus Wants Us to Be with 

Him 
24 “Father, I desire that they also whom You gave 

Me may be with Me where I am, that they…” Did 
you hear what Jesus prayed? He desired that those 
whom the Father gave to Him might be where Je-
sus was going, enabling them to behold the glory 
that the Father gave the Son, because the Father 
loved the Son before the foundation of the world. 
The apostles shall sit on thrones surrounding the 
throne of God and of Jesus and in Revelation 3 
Jesus made this magnificent promise to us, “To 
him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on 
My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with 
My Father on His throne” (Rev 3.21). 

Apr 6 John 17.25, 26 
For Those Who Know the 

Father Sent Jesus 
25, 26 “O righteous Father! The world has not 

known You, but…” With a term of endearment, Je-
sus called out to His righteous Father that the world 
had not known the Father, but Jesus knew the Fa-
ther and the apostles, and all who believe what they 
preached, know that the Father sent Jesus. Finally, 
Jesus ended His prayer, stating that He had declared 
to the eleven God’s name, and Jesus would declare it 
again, so that the love with which the Father loved 
the Son would be in the disciples and us, and Jesus 
would be in us. What have you done to fulfill the 

prayer of Jesus? 

The Hour of Jesus 
(Part 1) 

Whom were they seeking? 

Apr 7 John 18.1–27 
From the beginning of the ministry of Jesus to 

the end of it, He referred to His hour constantly, 
when He would glorify God and God would glorify 
Jesus. Chapters 18 and 19 of the Gospel According 

to John show that hour. We have read the first sev-
enteen chapters of John’s Gospel. Are you ready for 
what we shall see next? 

Apr 8 John 18.1, 2 
Jesus Went to a Garden with 

His Disciples 
1, 2 When Jesus had spoken these words, He 

went out with His disciples over the Brook Kidron, 
where there was a garden… Jesus had already said 

all that needed to be said to His disciples; that was 
the content of chapters 13–16 and He said all that 
needed to be said to His Father; that was the con-
tent of chapter 17, and with nothing else to say to 
anyone, He continued His journey to a place where 
He often retreated with His disciples. He went with 
them over the Brook Kidron, on the east side of Je-
rusalem, and they entered a garden, which we know 
as the Garden of Gethsemane. Someone else also 
knew the Garden, because he often went there with 
Jesus, but this man was no longer with Jesus, either 
in person or in spirit. Jesus knew that this man knew 

Jesus would go there. The man was Judas Iscariot. 
We saw him leave Jesus and the disciples back in 
chapter 13, and Jesus revealed to John, Peter, and 
us, that Judas left to betray Jesus. Jesus intention-
ally went to a place that Judas knew and where 
Jesus knew Judas would bring people, but not to 
hear the Great Teacher. 

Apr 9 John 18.3 
Judas Went to the Garden 

with Troops 
3 Then Judas, having received a detachment 

of troops, and… Judas, who had been known for 
violence, went to the garden. Yet, covetousness and 
greed can turn a peaceful person into a violent one. 
First Timothy 6 describes Judas well, “But those who 
desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, 
and into many foolish and harmful lusts which 
drown men in destruction and perdition. For the 
love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which 
some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, 
and pierced themselves through with many sorrows” 
(1Ti 6.9, 10). Judas also knew that Jesus had not 

John 18.1–9
Jesus’s Betrayal and Arrest

Arrest God?
Judas knew the Lord’s favorite place.
Jesus spoke to the group face-to-face.
When he said, “I am He”,
They were toppled like tree,
Or as if they’d been peppered with mace.
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been known for violence. Nevertheless, the betrayer 
brought with him, troops (men prepared for com-
bat), officers from the highest Jewish authorities, 
and they came with plenty of light and weapons, 
expecting an armed struggle. A brief armed strug-
gle would ensue, but the Man of Peace stopped it. 
Greed so clouded the thinking of Judas that he did 
not even realize how he approached Jesus. Yet, Judas 
knew the popularity of Jesus and probably feared 
resistance from His followers. 

Apr 10 John 18.4–11 
Jesus Confronted Judas 

and His Troops 
4–11 Jesus therefore, knowing all things that 

would come upon Him, went forward and said to 
them, “Whom are you seeking?” They answered 
Him…” Jesus had referred to this time repeat-
edly during His ministry. (John 2.4; 7.30; 8.20; 
12.23, 27; 13.1; 17.1). He knew, therefore, that 
He could not avoid this time. Rather than walk-
ing from it, He walked to it, and that shocked 
those who had come to arrest Him. When He 
asked them whom they sought, they told Him, 
“Jesus of Nazareth.” He boldly declared, “I am He.” 
Judas could confirm it. When Jesus, without fear, 
confessed His identity, the troops literally went 
backwards and fell to the ground, they could not 
handle such valor. He repeated His question and 
they repeated whom they sought, and He contin-
ued to show His courage in verse 8, saying that He 
had told them He was Jesus of Nazareth, and if they 
sought Him, they should let His disciples go. Even 
that statement in verse 8, fulfilled prophecy, because 
Jesus would not lose any of the ones whom God had 

given to Him. Now was the time for Peter to back 
up his promise of loyalty  whether by going to jail 
with Jesus or dying for Him. Peter did not go stand 
with the Lord to suffer whatever the Lord suffered, 
but Peter went on the attack, which he never prom-
ised to do, probably going after the closest man, 
who was Malchus, a servant of the high priest, and 
Peter tried to decapitate Malchus, but he ducked, 
exposing his right ear, which came off with Peter’s 
wild swing. The true Man of Peace rebuked Peter, 
telling him to sheath his sword, because Jesus had to 
drink the cup His Father had given Him. Jesus went 

to meet death and nothing, not even a loving and 
loyal disciple, could prevent it. 

Apr 11 John 18.12–14 
They Brought the New High 
Priest Before the Old High 

Priest 
12–14 Then the detachment of troops and the 

captain and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus 

and bound Him… With things calmed, the troops, 
the captain, and the Jewish officers arrested Jesus 
and bound Him. The wicked creature arrested and 
bound the holy Creator. From the Garden of Geth-
semane, they took Jesus to Annas first, the father-
in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest for that year, 
doing so out of respect for Annas. We have heard 
from Caiaphas before in chapter 11. As the Jews 
plotted to kill Jesus, suddenly Caiaphas spoke, but, 
like Balaam’s donkey, not of his own accord (John 
11.49–52). 

Apr 12 John 18.15–18 
Peter Denied the Lord 

15–18 And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so 
did another disciple. Now that disciple was… Pe-
ter put away his sword, but he did not run away, 
rather he followed Jesus and the arresting troops 
and another disciple accompanied Peter, whom 
we believe to be John the writer of this Gospel 
Account. Once they arrived at the courtyard of 
the high priest, this other disciple got inside, be-
cause he had connections with the high priest. 
That meant Peter had to wait outside, until that 
other disciple approached the girl who kept the 

door and he persuaded her to let Peter in. So far, 
Peter seemed to be keeping his promise of loyalty. 
Suddenly as Peter walked past the girl who kept the 
door, she asked whether he was a disciple of Christ, 
saying “also,” perhaps knowing that the other man 
was a disciple of Christ. Then it happened. Peter said 
that he was not a disciple of Christ. Perhaps Peter 
was caught off guard, but then he had a chance to 
think as he joined the servants and officers standing 
by the fire. Peter, please, quickly redeem yourself! 
Let’s go back to Jesus to see what happened next. 

John 18.10–14
Priorities Before Calvary

Ear and Cup
Jesus dropped the small stuff, not the cup,
 Which he’d thought about since the Last Sup.
 Put your sword away, Pete.
 Satan’s work’s incomplete
’Til a much later time when jig’s up.
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Apr 13 John 18.19–24 
The Human High Priest 

Questioned the Divine High 
Priest 

19–24 The high priest then asked Jesus about His 
disciples and His doctrine. Jesus answered him… The 
high priest questioned Jesus about two things: His 
doctrine and His disciples. Why did the high priest 
ask those things? He had to investigate to make 
their plot look legitimate. Without fear or favor, 
Jesus confessed that He had taught publicly and 
did not try to teach secret insurrectionist things. 
Therefore, He deferred the high priest to question 
those who heard Jesus, for they would be able to 
repeat what He taught. One of the officers saw 
that as sarcastic, so, he slapped Jesus, questioning 
His manner of speaking to the high priest. We, 
on the other hand, rebuke the officer, question-
ing him for slapping the true High Priest! I hope 
that officer was one of the three thousand people 
who repented and were baptized for the forgive-
ness of their sins, especially the sin of crucifying 
Jesus, on the Day of Pentecost 51 days later. If 
that officer never repented, do not even try to imag-
ine the horror for him when he must stand before 
the Judgment Seat of Christ for having slapped the 
High Priest of heaven and earth! Jesus did not strike 
the man back. Jesus did not even curse the man. 
Jesus simply presented two options. First, reveal the 
evil that He was accused of speaking. Second, reveal 
why the man hit Jesus, if He had not spoken evil. 
When they were done there, they took Jesus to the 
functioning high priest, the one the Romans rec-
ognized, Caiaphas. What did Peter do while they 

questioned and slapped his Teacher and Master? 

Apr 14 John 18.25–27 
Peter Denied the Lord Two 

More Times 
25–27 Now Simon Peter stood and warmed 

himself. Therefore they said to him… Peter did 
nothing, but warm himself. Those with whom he 
stood, questioned whether he followed Christ. Peter 
had not repented of what he said earlier, and de-

nied the Lord again. A relative of Malchus knew the 
man who cut off the ear of his family member, and 
questioned whether he saw Peter in the garden with 
Jesus. Then it happened, Peter denied Jesus a third 
time, fulfilling His prophecy that on that very night 
Peter would deny the Lord three times, and Peter 
broke his own promise of loyalty. Without delay, Pe-
ter heard the unmistakable blast of a rooster crow-
ing. Let us be slow to judge Peter, because our own 
hearts know that we have denied knowing the Lord 
before others, and if not, we have sinned in other 

ways. That does not down play sin, but it moves us 
to be compassionate toward others, even as we wish 
them to be compassionate toward us, and as Jesus 
showed compassion to Peter later. 

The Hour of Jesus 
(Part 2) 

What had Jesus done? 

Apr 15 John 18.28–19.16 
Jesus boldly met Judas and the arresting officers. 

Peter boldly denied knowing the Lord. Where do 
we stand? Are we like Pilate, not wanting to com-
mit ourselves either way? Let us begin to see what 
Jesus endured for us. 

Apr 16 John 18.28–32 
The Jews Handed Jesus 

Over to the Romans 
28–32 Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to 

the Praetorium, and it was early morning. But… 
After a trial with Caiaphas, they led Jesus to the 
Praetorium, which means they led Him to the 

Romans. The time slipped into the early morning 
hours of the next day, Friday. Interestingly, the Jews 
did not go into the Praetorium, for they did not 
want to defile themselves by going into a place of 
Gentiles, like Peter years later not wanting to go 
into the home of Cornelius. It’s okay to plot an in-
nocent man’s death, but do not go to a place of Gen-
tiles! While Jesus and His disciples had already eaten 
the Passover, these Jewish leaders either had not be-
cause they were busy plotting the death of Jesus, or 
John referred to the larger feast of Passover, which 

John 18.15–27
Peter’s Weakness

Pete’s Weaknees
The big fisherman, weak in the knees,
When confronted went into a freeze.
He denied Jesus thrice.
Not a safety device,
But pre-Pentecost chicken disease.
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lasted several days. Pilate accommodated the Jews 
and went out to meet them. Pilate wanted to know 
the crime of Jesus. They did not specify the charges, 
because they had no real charges to make. They sim-
ply stated they delivered Jesus to Pilate because Jesus 
was an evildoer. They wanted Pilate either to blindly 
accept their delivering of Jesus to him or if he exam-
ined Jesus, Pilate would find something. Pilate tried 
to get out of it, for they had not given him a reason 
to condemn Jesus, so Pilate deferred them to their 
own law. The Jews threw Jesus right back to the 
Romans, stating that they could not put someone 
to death, having been forbidden by the Romans 
themselves. Here again a simple statement ful-
filled prophecy, for Jesus had said that He would 
be lifted up like the serpent in the wilderness, 
and under Roman law that could only mean one 
thing. The Romans would crucify Jesus, whereas 
the Jews would have stoned Him. 

Apr 17 John 18.33–38 
Pilate’s Verdict 

33–38 Then Pilate entered the Praetorium 
again, called Jesus, and said to Him, “Are You the 
King of the Jews?” Jesus answered him… Pilate 
returned to Jesus, knowing something about Him, 
and asked if Jesus was the King of the Jews. Jesus 
wanted to know where Pilate got his information. 
Had Pilate heard of Jesus? Or did Pilate accept the 
accusations of the Jews? Pilate put off Jesus, denying 
being a Jew. It was the nation of Jesus who had de-
livered Him. So, Pilate asked a good question; what 
had Jesus done? Jesus answered both the questions of 
being a king and what He had done. Yes, Jesus was 
a king and He had come to establish His kingdom. 
Yet, Pilate and the Romans had nothing to fear, be-

cause the Kingdom of Jesus was not of this world. If 
it was, Pilate would know it, because the servants of 
Jesus would fight and not allow Him to be delivered 
to the Jews. Therefore, get this, Pilate, Jews, and all 
peoples, the Kingdom of Christ is not from here, 
the earth. Hearing such words, Pilate questioned 
whether Jesus was a king, wanting a clear confes-
sion from Jesus. Jesus did not deny it, but confessed 
before Pilate that He, Jesus, was a king, having been 
born and having come into the world for that very 
purpose, that He should bear witness to the truth 
of His identity. And those who are servants in His 

kingdom are those who are of the truth. Oh, right 
there Pilate found a philosophical and mystical way 
out of this. Jesus spoke with an otherworldly tone. 
Pilate could do that, also. He questioned, What is 
truth? Then he left Jesus alone again, went back to 
the Jews, and pronounced his verdict of no fault. 
Okay, Pilate, that should end this whole thing. Re-
lease Jesus, or provide safe travel for Him out of the 
country. 

Apr 18 John 18.39, 40 

The Jews Wanted a Taker, 
Not a Giver 

39, 40 “But you have a custom that I should 
release someone to you at the Passover…” No, Pi-
late did not release Jesus, but sought to appease the 
bloodthirsty Jews, offering to keep an agreement 
he had made with them, to release annually at the 
Passover a prisoner of their choosing. He offered to 
release to them their king. They would have none of 
that and perhaps in anticipation of what Pilate did, 
they already had a prisoner picked out, Barabbas, 

who was a robber, a taker, not a giver like Jesus. 

Apr 19 John 19.1–3 
The Roman Treatment of 

the Son of God 
1–3 So then Pilate took Jesus and scourged 

Him. And the soldiers twisted a crown of thorns 
and… Pilate submitted to their wish and again, 
trying appease the Jews, he submitted Jesus to a 
Roman scourging. Pilate even allowed his sol-
diers to make a crown of thorns, put it on the 
head of Jesus, and put a purple robe on Him to 

make Him look ridiculous as a king. The Romans 
thought He looked ridiculous and mocked Him 
and punched Him. 

Apr 20 John 19.4–7 
Pilate’s Presentation of the 

Son of God 
4–7 Pilate then went out again, and said to 

them, “Behold, I am bringing Him out to you, that 

John 18.28–40
Pilate’s Impertinent Question

What Is Truth?
Pilate wasn’t considered uncouth,
But that smart-aleck asked, “What is truth?
Then set murderer free
And hung Jesus on tree.
So one day: Eye-for-eye, tooth-for-tooth.
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you may know that I find no fault in Him.” Then 
Jesus… Pilate declared that he found no fault with 
Jesus. Pilate had gone out first to make his declara-
tion, then having made it, he had his soldiers bring 
out Jesus. After Pilate’s soldiers played like boys, he 
brought out Jesus to the Jews, with the crown of 
thorns on a head, which had already been beaten 
by Roman hand-to-hand combat soldiers, and a 
body full of lacerations from scourging. Perhaps 
this would satisfy the bloodlust of the Jews! Pilate 
asked the Jews to look at Jesus, not knowing the 
hatred of the Jews, thinking and hoping this would 
satisfy the Jews. They wanted Him killed in the 
most horrible way possible. Therefore, without 
repulsion for what the Romans had already done, 
they yelled for Pilate to crucify Jesus. The Jews 
finished reasoning and presenting arguments. It 
was time to drown out Pilate by yelling their de-
mand. Pilate, knowing that Jesus was innocent, 
told them to take Jesus and crucify Him, which 
Pilate knew would violate Roman law, because 
the Jews would be executing someone and Pilate’s 
own confession was that Jesus was innocent. Pi-
late had told them earlier to judge Jesus accord-
ing to their Jewish law, which now the Jews threw 
back at Pilate that according to their law Jesus 
was worthy of death for blaspheming, claiming to 
be the Son of God, a much higher crime than be-
ing the King of the Jews. Perhaps now Pilate would 
crucify Jesus, they thought. 

Apr 21 John 19.8–11 
Pilate’s Confrontation with 

the Son of God 
8–11 Therefore, when Pilate heard that saying, 

he was the more afraid, and went again into the 
Praetorium, and said to Jesus… Having heard that 
Jesus claimed to be the Son of God, Pilate became 
greatly afraid. He not only had a potential rebel, 
who claimed to be the King of the Jews, but a king 
who also claimed to be the Son of God! Pilate fig-
ured there had to be more to this Jesus. The Roman 
governor went back to Jesus and questioned where 
He was from. Perhaps Jesus was not even under the 
jurisdiction of Pilate. Jesus said not a word. Pilate 
would not believe it if Jesus told him. Jesus could 
see what Pilate was doing, but Jesus could not es-

cape death. He knew His appointment. Pilate, a Ro-
man with great authority and power, was not used 
to people ignoring him. He wanted Jesus to know 
of the authority of a Roman governor. Pilate had 
power to crucify Jesus or to release Him. Okay, Pi-
late, so why have you not done either one? Jesus let 
Pilate know that He knew of Pilate’s authority, be-
cause he got his authority from above, which meant 
heaven, which meant further, that Jesus Himself had 
allowed Pilate to have such authority! Jesus knew 
Pilate’s predicament, nevertheless, Pilate still sinned 

in this matter, although the one who had delivered 
Jesus to Pilate had greater sin. Do not let anyone tell 
you that all sin is alike, because Jesus declared that 
someone else had greater sin than Pilate. The Jews 
should have known that Jesus was the Son of God, 
whereas, Pilate should have known that Jesus was 
merely an innocent man. 

Apr 22 John 19.12–15 
Caesar or Christ 

12–15 From then on Pilate sought to release 
Him, but… The calm reasoning of Jesus persuad-
ed Pilate, leading him to seek the release of Jesus. 
Something about those first few words of verse 
12 do not sound right. “Pilate sought to release 
Him,” as though the Jews had the authority, and 
Pilate had to listen to them. Did not Pilate just 
say he had the power to make the decision? He 
could do what he wanted. As Pilate sought to re-
lease Jesus, the Jews continued to work on Pilate, 
persuading him that if he let Jesus go, Pilate was 
not the friend of Caesar and that was not a good 
thing for a Roman governor. They claimed that 
Jesus, by making himself a king, spoke against 
Caesar and if Pilate sided with Jesus, not only 

was Pilate not a friend of Caesar, Pilate was actually 
speaking against Caesar, which might mean death 
for Pilate! Pilate heard enough. He tried one last 
time to release Jesus. He sat down in the judgment 
seat, having Jesus with him. Much time had trans-
pired, for it was now 6:00 a.m. on the Preparation 
Day of the Passover. Again he wanted the Jews to 
look at Jesus and the brutal treatment the soldiers 
had given Him. It was not enough for the Jews. 
They yelled out again to take Jesus away and crucify 
Him. Did the Jews truly want their king crucified? 

John 19.1–15
Jesus’s Mock Coronation

Crown Of Thorns
 Crown of thorns, purple robe, King of Jews.
 Pilate-soldiers-priests-crowd, all bad news.
 Their unanimous cry,
“Not our king, crucify”,
 Passersby filled the air with their boos.
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Chief priests stated that the only king they had was 
Caesar. 

Apr 23 John 19.16 
The Jews and the Romans 

Chose Caesar 
16 Then he delivered Him to them to be cruci-

fied… No more needed to be said. Look at the de-
cision Pilate made. He delivered Jesus to the Jews, 
that is, to their desire to have Jesus crucified. Do not 
let that first sentence in verse 16 fool you with 
its simplicity. The actual writing of those words 
John did easily, but the meaning of those words 
he wrote with difficulty. He saw what they did 
to Jesus. Meditate over those words slowly. Then 
John wrote that the Romans and the Jews took 
Jesus and led Him away. Do you know what hap-
pened next? Some of you may know what hap-
pened next. And you may know why it happened. 
You might want to do something about it now. 

Look at What They 
Did to the Son of 

God! 
They pierced Him 

Apr 24 John 19.17–42 
Have you seen what they did to our Friend, 

Teacher, and Master? They beat Him and mocked 
Him. They brought Him before the Roman gover-
nor, who wanted to release Him, but the governor 
caved in to the pressure, and he handed Jesus over to 
their wishes, which was to crucify Him. 

The Roman soldiers took Jesus and led Him 
away to the place of execution. 

Apr 25 John 19.17, 18 
“They Crucified Him” 

17, 18 And He, bearing His cross, went out to 
a place called the Place of a Skull… Jesus bore His 
own cross, like carrying His own hangman’s noose, 
or execution rifle, or, syringe for lethal injection, 
furthering His humiliation. He carried it to the 
Place of a Skull, or in Hebrew the unpleasant sound 

of “Golgotha.” Do you know of whom John wrote? 
John gave us a hint in 12.39–41. When did Isaiah 
see Jesus? Read Isaiah 6.1–4. Isaiah saw Jesus sitting 
on an exalted throne! Isaiah saw the train of the robe 
of Jesus filling the temple! Isaiah saw seraphim who 
dared not to let their faces see Jesus on His throne, 
who dared not to let their feet show in the presence 
of the Holy One! Isaiah heard a triple declaration 
of the holy majesty of Jesus that made the posts of 
the door in the temple in heaven shake and made 
the temple fill with smoke! That was the One whom 

they led to the Place of a Skull! Seraphim in heaven 
worshiped Him, but humans on earth humiliated 
Him. John also identified Jesus in the opening verses 
of this Gospel Account. Read John 1.1–5. Jesus, as 
God, created everything, including this earth, which 
He visited, but the inhabitants said that they did not 
want Him here! In Him was life and that life was 
our light, but they took Him to the Place of a Skull, 
the place of death, of horrible, wretched death. His 
light was so holy, that men could not comprehend 
it, because they lived in the darkness. My God, my 
God, why did we forsake Your Son? Why did we cast 

away from us the One who came to help us? Why 
did we not hear His words of groaning? My God, 
my God, what is wrong with humanity that we 
took Him before whom heaven trembled and we 
expected Him to tremble before us, and though 
He was high and lifted up on His throne in 
heaven, we thought He should be high and lifted 
up on a hill, and then lifted higher on a cross? 
John went on to say in John 19.18 that at the 
Place of a Skull, they crucified Him, humiliating 
Him more, surrounding Him with criminals. In 
heaven, the seraphim covered their faces and feet 
and declared His eternal holiness, but on earth, 
men exposed the faces and bodies of criminals to 

Him, and they mocked Him as a sinner! John did 
not say much about the process of crucifixion. Was 
he brief because we could get the information from 
history? Did he not say much because he could not 
say more? Who on earth do you love the most? If 
you watched someone brutally murder him or her, 
could you write for the rest of us, a story of that gris-
ly event? You know what the Romans did to men in 
crucifixion. Picture them doing it to their Creator! 
Jesus created the human body with the ability to feel 
pain and agony. He made pain sensations so that we 

John 19.16–22
The Ultimate Poster

Triple Gotcha’
On this ultimate poster display
Pilate wrote what God told him to say.
In sub-liminal code,
Alpha-nu-meric mode,
Told the Devil h’d lost on that Day.
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would stop what was hurting us. Yet, He went right 
to the cross and took on the pain! Jesus created the 
inner man with the need for companionship. He 
made us to hurt when a relationship is severed. Yet, 
He went right to the cross and suffered the agonies 
of His Father’s separation! 

Apr 26 John 19.19–22 
The Title They Gave Him 

19–22 Now Pilate wrote a title and put it on the 
cross. And the writing was… They all treated Jesus 
horribly, yet, the one who believed Jesus to be inno-
cent, but also the one who would not take a stand, 
wrote a title, an accusation of why they crucified 
Jesus. Pilate may have written it out of mockery; he 
may have written it believing Jesus to be the King 
of the Jews, but Pilate truly said what Jesus was. He 
was of Nazareth and He was the King of the Jews, 
but not of the Jews only, also of the Romans, and 
of the Americans! Pilate shrewdly wrote the title in 
the three main languages of the area, so that every-
one near the city or who were traveling by, could see 
this amazing spectacle. Some Jew from the north, 
claiming to be their King, the Romans crucified! 
In typical nit-picky, could-not-be-pleased-for-any-
thing fashion, the chief priests, objected to the title. 
Could they not find contentment that their enemy 
hung on a cross? They told Pilate what to write, not 
simply, “The King of the Jews,” as if true, but that 
He said, “I am the King of the Jews,” a claim they 
believed He made, but which they disputed, for they 
did not want anyone to think that they endorsed Je-
sus of Nazareth as their King. Did you hear Pilate? 
Finally, the man had some intestinal fortitude and 
declared that what he had written, he had written, 
implying that he would not change it. He made up 

his mind, tired of dealing with these hateful Jews. 
Pilate, you’re an hour late and a backbone short! 

Apr 27 John 19.23, 24 
Roman Soldiers and a 

Carpenter/Teacher’s Tunic 
23, 24 Then the soldiers, when they had cruci-

fied Jesus, took His garments and made four parts, 
to each soldier a part, and also… After taking the 
cross from Jesus, placing it on the ground, placing 
Jesus on the cross, the Roman soldiers nailed His 
hands and feet to the cross, and they lifted it up 
and put it in place. What did a hardworking Ro-
man soldier do after that? He stood guard to pre-
vent anyone from rescuing the crucified. But, that 
got boring. Knowing the controversy surrounding 
the Jew in the middle, the four soldiers made parts 
out of His garments for each of them except for the 
seamless tunic, that someone had woven from the 
top down. The soldiers saw the uniqueness of that 
tunic and dared not tear it apart, but cast lots for it, 
which fulfilled prophecy. Soldiers were not the only 
ones at the cross of Jesus. 

Apr 28 John 19.25–27 
Jesus, Mary, and John 

25–27 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His 
mother, and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus therefore 
saw His mother… Four women surrounded the 
cross of Jesus. His mother, His aunt, and two other 
women named Mary. Three out of the four women 
who went with Jesus to His cross were named Mary! 
No wonder “Mary” has been a popular girl’s name! 

Jesus had cast seven demons out of Mary Magdalene, 
no wonder she was there! Mothers, picture Jesus as 
your son and from the cross, He looks at you and at 
His best friend, then says to you about His friend, 
“Woman, behold your son” and then He looks at 
His friend and says to him, “Behold your mother,” 
and that friend takes you home to care for you! 

Apr 29 John 19.28, 29 
The Son of God Thirsted 
28, 29 After this, Jesus, knowing that all things 

were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be 
fulfilled, said… The last time Jesus requested some-
thing was in the garden, asking for the cup of His 
horrendous suffering to pass. After enduring slap-
ping, beatings, scourging, and crucifixion, after all 
that, He finally asked for something. This time He 
wanted a cup, a drink of water. They gave Him sour 
wine instead. 

Apr 30 John 19.30 
The Last Four Acts of the 

Son of God 
30 So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He 

said… He received the sour wine. He declared the 
completion of His work. He bowed His head. He 
gave up His spirit. With full control of the timing 
of His death, with full control of His body and His 
spirit, and with full control of His mental and emo-
tional faculties, He died when the Father wanted Je-
sus to die. Men had killed slowly the One Isaiah saw 
sitting on a throne in heaven! ✞ 
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By Don Ruhl 
Who are you? How do you perceive yourself or how do 

you think others perceive you? Do you see yourself as rich 
or poor, educated or ignorant, respected or disrespected, 
good looking or ugly, or somewhere in between? 

Who does the Lord say you are? How does He perceive 
you? I want to show you two narratives in the Gospel Ac-
cording to Johnn that show Jesus welcomes everyone re-
gardless of who you are or what you are. 

Nicodemus (Johnn 3) 
This man was a Jewish Rabbi. He had much at stake. 

He was a Pharisee and a ruler of the Jews, making him a 
highly respected man in Israel. Then along came Jesus. Who 
was He? He was just a roving teacher, an itinerant preacher 
from a place called Nazareth that some people wondered 
whether anything good could come from there. Yet, some-

thing good was happening. This young man whom 
no one had heard of before, suddenly had the atten-
tion of the entire nation! What would the Pharisees 
and other rulers of the Jews do? Nicodemus went to 
talk to this new teacher, “This man came to Jesus by 
night and said to Him, ‘Rabbi, we know that You are 
a teacher come from God; for no one can do these 

signs that You do unless God is with him’” (John 3.2). 
Did Nicodemus go to Jesus at night out of fear? Could a 

Pharisee befriend such a man as Jesus? An unknown teacher 
had everything to gain from association with a ruler of the 

Jews. A ruler of the Jews had every-
thing to lose from association with 
an unknown teacher. Under cover 
of darkness, Nicodemus could es-
cape notice from his colleagues. He 
did not appear to have a plan. He 

went for simple conversation, starting with a high compli-
ment. Jesus was truly a teacher come from God, so the Lord 
with wisdom saw that Nicodemus had a question, some-
thing he wanted to know. Therefore, the Lord bypassed in-

The 

Heart 
of the 

Action 
In all things, Jesus is the center through the spirit 
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troductory pleasantries and went right to the heart of 
the Pharisee, “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Most 
assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God’” (John 3.3). 

Oh, this ruler of the Jews wanted to know about 
entering the Kingdom of God! How could that be? To 
be a Pharisee and a ruler, he had to know the Scrip-
tures well, even knowing what scholars said about the 
Scriptures and what other scholars said about what 
the first set of scholars said about the Scriptures! 
What then was he doing meeting with Jesus, espe-
cially at night? 

Nicodemus might have been humble. He truly 
wanted to know about the Kingdom from Someone 
who knew all about it. 

As a leader, everyone looked up to Nicodemus. 
He knew what he was talking about. He lived the 
Scriptures. 

Perhaps as a leader, he also had moments of dis-
harmony. He knew what people thought he was, but 

he knew he did not live up to that image. The better 
he got as a Pharisee and ruler, the more he felt unwor-
thy. He knew that he did not live all that he should. 
His knowledge of the truth exceeded his living of the 
truth. The more he grew in knowledge the greater 
the gap became between what he knew and what he 
lived. Nicodemus may have been unsure of his salva-
tion. He did not necessarily need to know more, but 
he just wanted in the Kingdom. He wanted someone 
to accept him as the sinner he knew he was. 

As a leader, he may also have been curious. Lead-
ers have to know what is going on. They keep their 
influence by knowing how to deal with current 
trends, knowing ahead of time good and bad things 
on the way. Jesus was popular. How did He gain His 
success? 

Then again, as a leader, nighttime may have been 
the best time for both of them. A leader gets so busy 
doing things that he has no time for other leaders. 
Therefore, nighttime is not only the best time, but 

the only time. 
Amazingly, Johnn only told us that Nicodemus 

approached Jesus by night. Johnn did not tell us 
why. The Gospel, the Good News, is not about Ni-
codemus. It is about Jesus of Nazareth, the carpenter 
who also happened to be the Son of God! Nor does 
the Scripture text exist for our curiosity. The God of 
heaven does not preoccupy Himself with satisfying 
our curiosity! Jesus did not wonder about the mo-
tives of Nicodemus. Johnn gave us no insight into 
the thinking of Nicodemus. It did not matter to Jesus 
why Nicodemus visited, except that his motives must 
have been pure. We do not need to know why Nico-
demus sought this meeting, we only need to know 
what Jesus taught Nicodemus, because we all need 
the same thing. 

After bypassing introductory matters, Jesus shook 
up the thinking of the Pharisee. Jesus informed this 
older man that he needed to be born again. “Jesus an-
swered and said to him, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, 

“It is the Spirit who gives life; the 
flesh profits nothing. The words 

that I speak to you are spirit, and 
they are life” (John 6.63).
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unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God’” (John 3.3). 

Then Jesus added another startling picture, “Most 
assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water 
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God” 
(John 3.5). 

The teacher of Israel thought only in earthly ideas. 
Jesus thought in heavenly ideas. Then Jesus laid side-
by-side the earthly and the heavenly, “The wind blows 
where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but 
cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So 
is everyone who is born of the Spirit” (John 3.8). 

For the moment, Nicodemus did not under-
stand. 

The Samaritan Woman 
(Johnn 4) 

Nicodemus met Jesus at night, but Jesus met a 

Samaritan woman in the clear light of day. The wom-
an approached Jesus, but not because she was going 
to Him, rather He had stopped on his journey at the 
same place she was going to get water. Nicodemus 
met Jesus intentionally. The Samaritan woman met 
Jesus unintentionally. You never know when you will 
encounter Jesus or when He will confront you. 

Nicodemus began with spiritual comments, and 
then Jesus kept the conversation spiritual but used 
earthly images. With the Samaritan woman, Jesus be-
gan the conversation with earthly comments. 

However, the fact that He would talk to her 
shocked her. His words shocked both her and Nico-
demus. “Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, 
‘How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, 
a Samaritan woman?’ For Jews have no dealings with 
Samaritans” (John 4.9). 

Nicodemus did not show shock that Jesus would 
speak to him. Nicodemus was a man, a Jew, a leader, 
an accepted man. At the well, Jesus met a woman, a 
Samaritan, a follower, a rejected woman. She ques-
tioned why a Jewish man would ask her for some-
thing. 

Did she mistrust Him? The Jews despised the Sa-
maritans and the Samaritans returned the favor. 

Did she mistrust Jesus because of the life she 
lived? In verse 18, we learn that she had been married 
five times and the man with whom she currently lived 
was not her husband. 

Did she see herself as a failure? 
Did she think men only wanted to use her? 
Was she emotionally scarred? 
Perhaps it was the opposite. 
Did she have five husbands and now a sixth man 

because she used men? 
Did she think this stranger might be another man 

to use? 
Did she use men to acquire power, advancement, 

pleasure, possessions, or money? 

We like trying to figure out the inner workings of 
people, which is why psychology has become popu-
lar, because it purports to give us insight into human 
personality, motives, and living. We want personality 
and motive theories because they help us to under-
stand behavior, or so we think. With theories we can 
pigeonhole a Nicodemus. With psychological insight 
we can figure what moves the Samaritan woman. We 
want to be the first to give insight on what moves 
people like the Pharisee and the Samaritan woman. 

Yet, the Lord, who could discern the thoughts 
and intents of the heart, revealed nothing in these 
cases. The Holy Spirit, who searches all things, even 
the deep things of God and man, did not move Johnn 
to write anything of this woman’s thinking. 

Jesus dealt with her and the Pharisee as they were. 
The narrative is not about the woman or the Pharisee. 
Johnn used these people to show us that we should 
put our hands in the hand of the Man who stilled the 
waters and troubled hearts, for when we do, we look 
at ourselves as we truly are and then we look at others 
as the Man from Galilee did. 

After the woman showed shock that a Jewish man 
was humble enough to ask water from a Samaritan 
woman, He said, “If you knew the gift of God, and 
who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you 
would have asked Him, and He would have given 
you living water” (John 4.10). 

Jesus used a figure of speech again. With Nico-
demus it was “birth,” “water,” and “wind.” With the 
Samaritan woman it was “water.” Jesus changed the 
conversation from water for His body to water for her 
spirit, saying further, “Whoever drinks of this water 
will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that 
I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I 
shall give him will become in him a fountain of water 
springing up into everlasting life” (John 4.13, 14). 

Then Jesus brought up an idea that He brought 
up with Nicodemus. “God is Spirit, and those who 



The Bible Meditator Page 19 April AD 2009

worship Him must worship in spirit and truth” (John 
4.24). 

Spirit! Nicodemus, you must be born of the Spirit. 
Woman, you must worship God in spirit. Jesus knew 
the messed-up life of the woman, and she quickly 
diverted attention to the arrogance of the Jews for 
saying that worship must be in Jerusalem. Preventing 
the discussion from becoming a debate over the place 
of worship, Jesus introduced a new world to her, just 
as He did with the Pharisee, the world of the spirit. 
The woman understood at that moment. The wise, 
educated, has-it-all-together ruler of the Jews, did not 
understand right away. He did later. 

The Heart of the Action 
Johnn put two lives before us, and the connect-

ing point was the Spirit of God. The Spirit of God 
was the heart of the action. The Spirit of God entered 
the lives of these people in ways that breath, wind, 

or water never could. The Spirit of God entered their 
thinking through the ordinary images of life. 

Look at these two people whom Jesus welcomed. 

One was a man; the other a woman, because 
gender is nothing in Christ. 

One was in a city; the other out in the country, 
because geography is nothing in Christ. 

One was respectable; the other was not, be-
cause background is nothing in Christ.  

One opens a conversation with religion; the 
other with the mundane. 

One time the person started the conversation; 
in the other Jesus started it. 

The man risked his reputation by association 
with Jesus; Jesus risked his reputation by 
association with a Samaritan. 

He was an insider; she was an outsider. 

He was a professional; she was a layperson. 

He was conservative; she was liberal. 

He took initiative; she let things happen. 

He was named; she was unnamed. 

Humanity took a risk; deity took a risk. 

Spirit was common to both. The Spirit puts us in 
the spirit, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3.6). 
Once in the spirit, we continue to live in the spirit 
and we worship in the spirit. The picture was not of 
the man and the woman. The painting was of Jesus. 
The man and the woman provided the backdrop, 
but Jesus was the diamond. We gaze upon Him, not 

them. Jesus and the Spirit of God occupy the heart of 
the action. 

What I am saying to you is what Jesus said on 
another occasion found in Johnn 6. Thousands of 
people saw Him as a source of free food, because He 
had just fed them by making bread miraculously. He 
refuted their thinking and He rebuked their desire, 
saying, “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits 
nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and 
they are life” (John 6.63). 

Do you believe these things? Are you like the 
Pharisee? Are you like the Samaritan woman? Are you 
somewhere in between, or a little of both? 

If you believe in Jesus and want Him and the 
Spirit of God to be the heart of the action in your 
life, He accepts you, regardless of what extreme you 
come from. Be born again right now! ✞

(The idea for this article came from Eugene Peterson’s book, 
Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places) 
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“Consider the ravens, for they neither sow nor 
reap, which have neither storehouse nor barn; 

and God feeds them. Of how much more value 
are you than the birds?” 

(Luke 12.24)
Photo only: “Bliss in August” by Kirk Davidson of Truro, Nova Scotia, Canada. (www.sxc.hu)
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1.1 In the beginning God created the heav-
ens and the earth. 2 The earth was without 
form, and void; and darkness was on the 
face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the face of the waters. 

1.3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and 
there was light. 4 And God saw the light, 
that it was good; and God divided the light 
from the darkness. 5 God called the light 
Day, and the darkness He called Night. So 
the evening and the morning were the first 
day. 

1.6 Then God said, “Let there be a firma-
ment in the midst of the waters, and let it 
divide the waters from the waters.” 7 Thus 
God made the firmament, and divided the 
waters which were under the firmament 
from the waters which were above the fir-
mament; and it was so. 8 And God called 
the firmament Heaven. So the evening and 
the morning were the second day. 

1.9 Then God said, “Let the waters under 
the heavens be gathered together into one 
place, and let the dry land appear”; and it 
was so. 10 And God called the dry land 
Earth, and the gathering together of the 
waters He called Seas. And God saw that 

it was good. 

1.11 Then God said, “Let the earth bring 
forth grass, the herb that yields seed, and 
the fruit tree that yields fruit according 
to its kind, whose seed is in itself, on the 
earth”; and it was so. 12 And the earth 
brought forth grass, the herb that yields 
seed according to its kind, and the tree that 
yields fruit, whose seed is in itself accord-
ing to its kind. And God saw that it was 
good. 13 So the evening and the morning 
were the third day.

1.14 Then God said, “Let there be lights 
in the firmament of the heavens to divide 
the day from the night; and let them be for 
signs and seasons, and for days and years; 15 
and let them be for lights in the firmament 
of the heavens to give light on the earth”; 
and it was so. 16 Then God made two great 
lights. the greater light to rule the day, and 
the lesser light to rule the night. He made 
the stars also. 17 God set them in the fir-
mament of the heavens to give light on the 
earth, 18 and to rule over the day and over 
the night, and to divide the light from the 
darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 
So the evening and the morning were the 
fourth day. 

1.20 Then God said, “Let the waters 
abound with an abundance of living 
creatures, and let birds fly above the 
earth across the face of the firma-
ment of the heavens.” 21 So God cre-
ated great sea creatures and every liv-
ing thing that moves, with which the 
waters abounded, according to their 
kind, and every winged bird accord-
ing to its kind. And God saw that it 
was good. 22 And God blessed them, 
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply, and 
fill the waters in the seas, and let birds 
multiply on the earth.” 23 So the eve-
ning and the morning were the fifth 
day. 

1.24 Then God said, “Let the earth bring 
forth the living creature according to its 
kind. cattle and creeping thing and beast 
of the earth, each according to its kind”; 
and it was so. 25 And God made the beast 
of the earth according to its kind, cattle 
according to its kind, and everything that 
creeps on the earth according to its kind. 
And God saw that it was good. 

1.26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in 
Our image, according to Our likeness; let 

them have do-
minion over the 
fish of the sea, 
over the birds of 
the air, and over 
the cattle, over 
all the earth 
and over every creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth.” 27 So God created man in 
His own image; in the image of God He 
created him; male and female He created 
them. 28 Then God blessed them, and God 
said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill 

“In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth.”��������������������������
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The Story of the Bible By Steve Lloyd
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the earth and subdue it; have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, over the birds 
of the air, and over every living thing 
that moves on the earth.” 

1.29 And God said, “See, I have given 
you every herb that yields seed which 
is on the face of all the earth, and every 
tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it 
shall be for food. 30 Also, to every beast 
of the earth, to every bird of the air, and 
to everything that creeps on the earth, 

in which there is life, I have given every 
green herb for food”; and it was so. 31 
Then God saw everything that He had 
made, and indeed it was very good. So 
the evening and the morning were the 
sixth day. 2.1 Thus the heavens and the 
earth, and all the host of them, were 
finished. 2 And on the seventh day God 
ended His work which He had done, 
and He rested on the seventh day from 
all His work which He had done. 3 Then 
God blessed the seventh day and sanc-

tified it, because in it He rested from all 
His work which God had created and 
made. 

Questions.
How many days did it take God to 

create the heavens and the earth and all 
that in them is? 

How did God create everything? Also 
read Psalm 33.6, 7

Why did God create everything?
Read also Exodus 20.8–11; 

1.

2.

3.
4.

Psalm 33.6–9

6 By the word of the 
LORD the heavens 
were made,

And all the host of them 
by the breath of His 
mouth. 

7 He gathers the waters 
of the sea together as a 
heap;

He lays up the deep in 
storehouses. 

8 Let all the earth fear the 
LORD;

Let all the inhabitants of 
the world stand in awe 
of Him. 

9 For He spoke, and it was 
done;

He commanded, and it 
stood fast. 
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He gives snow like wool; 
He scatters the frost like ashes; 

He casts out His hail like morsels; 
Who can stand before His cold? 

He sends out His word and melts them; 
He causes His wind to ablow, and the waters flow. 

(Psalm 147.16–18)

Photo only: “Waterfall Stream” by Paul Morley of Middlesbrough, Tees Valley, United Kingdom
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�lessed are �ou, � 
�ORD!

�each me �our 
�tatutes. 

(Psalm 119.12)

Photo: “Looking Beyond” by Luis Tapia of Santiago, Chile 


