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By Don Ruhl
If you have not started yet thinking about how 

everything got here, start soon. Look around you 
and wonder what it is all about. Consider our home 
Earth. Why did Earth get all the good stuff? Com-
pare her with the rest of the planets. 

As I stood in line at the pharmacy in a large store, 
I started looking around at the abundance of all the 
stuff, and then considered that this is multiplied mil-
lions of times over the earth, and that everything I 
saw would soon be replaced with more! How did all 
that happen? 

Examples of Cause and Effect 
Everything is either a cause or an effect and some 

causes are effects and vice versa. Consider rain. Evap-
oration causes rain, but rain cause plants to grow. 
Consider Newton’s Cradle. Pick up a ball and release 
it. When it slams into the stationary balls, the energy 
transfers through three balls and causes the last ball 
to bounce into the air. Then that ball becomes a cause 
that makes the original ball to bounce out. 

Possible Explanations for the Existence 
of the Universe 

The universe is an effect. What was the cause? 
People have offered some possible causes: 

It is the figment of someone’s imagination. 
It created itself. 
The Big Bang 
It is eternal. (The Big Bang will lead to the 
Big Crunch, and then Big Bang happens 
again, ad infinitum.) 
It was created. 

Scripture verifies that the latter happened, 

The heavens declare the glory of God; 
And the firmament shows His handiwork. 
Day unto day utters speech, 
And night unto night reveals knowledge. 
(Psa 19.1, 2) 

The heavens declare God’s glory. It does not say 
the heavens declare God. However, the heavens de-
clare whose glory? They glorify Him. They do not 
alone say He exists, but the heavens sure tell us that 
something or someone wonderful made them! 

The firmament shows God’s handiwork. It does 
not say the firmament shows God. However, the 
firmament shows whose handiwork? They show tre-
mendous design. They do not alone tell us who God 
is, but the firmament sure tells us that something or 

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

someone knew what He was doing! 

Cosmological Argument Restrictions 
The Cosmological Argument is what I have pre-

sented in this brief article. By itself the Cosmological 
Argument does not prove God’s existence. It only ar-
gues something or someone equal to or greater than 
the universe caused it. It creates a frame of mind ready 
to accept the idea of a Creator. The writer of the Book 
of Hebrews said, “For every house is built by some-
one, but He who built all things is God” (Heb 3.4; 
See also Rom 1.18–21). 

Observing a house we know someone made it. 
However, we only know so much about the builder 
by means of the house. 

He who created all things must have been very 
interested in our lives. Look at what He provided for 
us. Has He provided anything else that we do not 
know about? We find things all the time on earth 
that benefit us. Does He provide something for me 
on the inside? He provides His Son Jesus Christ for 
our hearts. God’s interest is so grand that He does not 
want us to live for a mere 80 or 90 years on the earth 
at the most. He wants us to live forever with Him in 
heaven. ✞

Seeing the Invisible Things of God 

The universe had a cause 
equal to or greater than itself 

“Blue Sky” by Billy Alexander, Charlotte, NC, United States

What does Hebrews 3.4 say?
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Christians Look at the News

By Timofey Alferov

A most interesting essay by one of the last of the 
church fathers, titled, On Dragons and Ghosts, was 
very recently translated for the first time (into Rus-
sian) and published in Moscow.1

The author is John of Damascus, also known as St 
John Damascene (see sidenbar).

Like many ancient manuscripts, it refers to drag-
ons, creatures which often resemble known dinosaur 
types or features, as real living creatures. Like most 
people who have been taught that dinosaurs died 
out millions of years before people appeared, Maxim 
Kozlov, the Russian Orthodox priest who produced 
the translation and commentary, does not accept that 

people actually encountered dragons/dinosaurs. De-
spite this, however, he praises the author of the essay 
for his, “soberness of mind…in striking contrast to…
boundless mysticism and search for the mysterious.”

In fact, John of Damascus was an author of great 
intellect, a stranger to any gullibility or fable-telling. 
Moreover, the whole purpose of the essay is the expo-
sure of various fables and superstitions.

For instance, John wrote: “Some people claim that 
dragons can both take the human form and turn into 
serpents, sometimes small, sometimes huge, differ-
ing in body length and size. And sometimes…having 
turned into people, they start to associate with them, 
appear to steal women and consort with them.” To re-
fute such ideas, he went on: “So we would ask [those 

who tell such stories]—how many intelligent beings 
did God create? And if they do not know the answer, 
we will respond: two—I mean angels and humans…
but if a dragon were to change its form…becoming at 
one moment a serpent, at another a man…it clearly 
follows that dragons are intelligent beings greatly ex-
ceeding men, which has never been true, and never 
will be.”

John admonishes those who make such claims 
about dragons, namely that we should “trust the 
teaching of Moses, and, more exactly, the Holy Spir-
it, having spoken through [Moses]. [This teaching] 
reads: ‘And God brought them to Adam to see what 
he would call them; and whatever [Adam] called ev-
ery living creature, that was its name (cf. Gen 2.19).’ 

Dragons: animals…not 
apparitions

Dracorex, a good example of a dinosaur that looked like a dinosaur
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Christians Look at the News

Hence, a dragon was one of the ani-
mals.”

John of Damascus goes on to say, 
“I am not telling you, after all, that 
there are no dragons; dragons exist but 
they are serpents [reptiles] borne of 
other serpents. When just born 
and young, they are small; but 
when they grow up and mature, 
they become big and fat so that 
they exceed the other serpents 
in length and size. It is said 
they grow up more than thirty 
cubits [14 metres, 45 feet]; as 
for their thickness, they be-
come as thick as a huge log.”

The Damascene patriarch 
appears to have been a reli-
able witness who, in addition, 
possessed much of the scientific 
knowledge of his time. A sig-
nificant portion of his classical 
book, An Exact Exposition of the Orthodox Faith, is 
devoted to purely scientific data.

The science of those times was descriptive by na-
ture. It did not penetrate into the essence of things 
but generally recorded natural phenomena reasonably 
accurately. A report by such a well-educated scholar 
of that period should be carefully considered.

The essay continues: “Dio the Roman [aka Cas-
sius Dio, AD 155–236], who wrote the history of the 
Roman empire and republic, reports the following: 
One day, when Regulus, a Roman consul [3rd C. 
BC], was fighting against Carthage, a dragon sud-
denly crept up and settled behind the wall of the Ro-
man army. The Romans killed it by order of Regulus, 

skinned it and sent the hide to the Roman 
senate. When the dragon’s hide, as Dio 

says, was measured by order of the 
senate, it happened to be, amaz-
ingly, one hundred and twenty feet 
long, and the thickness was fitting 
to the length.”

John of Damascus is clearly 
describing the existence of real 
dragons, contrasting them with 
the fictional nonsense that was 
attributed to them. He writes 
further about another kind of 

dragon. These were given vari-
ous mythical characteristics, 
such as the absence of a face. He 

says that in reality, “This dragon 
is a type of beast, like the rest of 

the animals, for it has a goat-like 

beard, and a horn at 
the back of its head. 
Its eyes are large and 
gold-coloured. These 
dragons can be either 
big or small. All ser-
pent kinds are poi-
sonous, except drag-
ons, for they do not 
emit poison.”

Thus, the main 
purpose of the an-
cient author was to 
persuade his read-

ers that dragons were real living creatures, and not 
mythical beings like ghosts, werewolves, faceless bo-
gey-creatures and so on. Dragons, he wrote, were 
absolutely real animals, though sometimes big and 
terrifying, which at that time were only rarely seen 
by humans.

When we look at accounts of dragons in history, 
the similarity of many of them to various types of di-
nosaurs is apparent. Some dinosaurs are well known 
to have had bony protrusions and horns on their 
head, and some had spikes on their back and/or tail, 
as is commonly seen in depictions of dragons. (Since 
their soft tissue is not generally preserved as a fossil, 
we do not know what sort of protruberance under the 
jaw may have given rise to the common description 
of some dragons as having a “beard.” Some dinosaurs 
may have had a structure similar to that of the lizard 
known as the “bearded dragon.”)

But as time went on and these creatures became 
ever rarer, fables 
sprang up about 
them, and mythical 
features were added 
to the accounts. It 
was to counter these 
that John of Damas-
cus wrote. He turns 
from the language of 
fables to the language 
of science: dragons 
are not hobgoblins, 
but animals! To con-
firm this, he describes 
their birth and de-
velopment, size and 
behaviour, and refers 

National Geographic Wallpaper of Dracorex

An Eastern Bearded Dragon showing its beard in a 
threatening position (Wikipedia). 
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to the act of catching a dragon and measuring its hide. It seems unlikely that 
either John the Damascene, or Dio the Roman, would have tried to support a 
fabrication with reference to a Roman consul and the senate.

“The tale is also told,” John of Damascus continues, “that dragons can be 
driven away by thunder…and [so] get killed. When I heard this I laughed!” He 
describes the effect of thunder and lightning, and points out that lightning can 
kill both people and animals. Perhaps some dragons were also killed this way; 
which is why such a legend could appear, he suggests.

The author’s tone here and elsewhere shows quite clearly that he is glad to 
expose and, moreover, ridicule any fable or hoax. He would not take the UFO/
alien stories of today seriously, for example. But in this text John of Damascus 
does not deny the fact of dragons’ existence. To the unprejudiced, his writings 
are one more piece of evidence for the co-existence of people and dinosaurs, 
not millions of years ago, but during the biblical timeframe of history.

“We harm ourselves most of all,” the essay concludes, “when we ignore 
reading of the Holy Scriptures and studying them according to the Word of 
our Lord.” If only more scientists would listen to these words… ✞

References
1The Works of St. John Damascene, Martis Publishing House, Moscow, 1997. 

This article was taken from: 

http://creation.com/dragons-animals-not-apparitions

and was republished with permission 

John of Damascus (St John Damascene, Johannes Dam-
ascenus) was an Arab monk, liturgical composer and re-
nowned theologian of the Eastern (Greek) Christian church 
in the 8th century (c. 675–749). A doctor of both the Latin 
and Greek churches, he was a leading intermediary be-
tween the two church cultures. His book Fount of Knowl-
edge earned him the title “the father of scholasticism.” An 
eminent preacher, he was known as “The Golden Orator.” 
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For as the earth brings forth its bud,
As the garden causes the things that are sown 

in it to spring forth,
So the Lord GOD will cause righteousness 

and praise to spring forth before all the 
nations. 

(Isaiah 61.11)
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By Don Ruhl 

Do you know why you exist? From the far ends of 
the universe to the nearness of your own body, a won-
derful harmony operates between all things. How, or 
rather why, did that happen? Was it by design or by 
accident? 

Thomas Aquinas, a 13th century theologian, said, 
“Since things show evidence of design, a designing 
intelligence must be assumed.” 

We also have to assume that the designing intel-
ligence had a purpose in mind. That is true of any 
design, but especially of nature. 

Something or Someone made and then “pro-
grammed” all things to work splendidly, interacting 
with the rest of nature. Some people cannot see Him, 
so they conclude He does not exist. 

Shall we go to an automated factory where ma-
chines do all the manufacturing with no humans 
sight, and conclude that no one designed the factory 

and all its components, because we cannot see 
the designers? What would you say if someone 
argued the factory only has the appearance of de-
sign? Do you know that atheists and evolution-
ists make this argument about nature? Design in 
the universe is so obvious that secularists have 
to make that argument. Otherwise, they would 
have to admit the existence of a Designer! Ad-
mitting a Designer brings them close to God, 
which they do not want. 

Man keeps trying to build robots that mim-
ic, even in looks, humans. What if man succeeds 
with a robot that duplicates a human? I know 
that is not possible, but follow me on this. Would 
not the world marvel at what inventors have de-
signed? And why do they keep doing this with 
robots? What do they seek to achieve? They want 
robots to do what we do. All this designing has 
a purpose or purposes. However, Someone beat 
us to the punch. Someone designed an endless 

The Great Designer 

“Since things show evidence of design, a 
designing intelligence must be assumed” 

“Car Industry,” Ricardo Azoury, iStockphoto.com
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number of creatures that can grow, acquire knowl-
edge, reproduce, clean themselves, etc. 

The Cosmological Argument, the Cause and 
Effect Argument, on the cosmos level, does not re-
veal whether the cause was personal or impersonal. 
It merely says that the universe had to have a cause 

equal to or greater than itself. 
The Teleological Argument shows that the Cause 

was personal. The Cause has personality. The Cause 
was an accident, but the Cause far exceeds the totality 
of the universe and all its components. The Cause far 
exceeds the totality of all intelligence in the universe. 

The Cause of the universe is wonderful. We know 
the Cause is wonderful because what He made is 
wonderful. What is this Cause like? What purpose 
did He have in making all things? 

Please consider the things I show you, because if 
there is a God, we need to know why He made us. 

We need to know what we are supposed to do 
with our lives. If there is a God, and He created 
the universe, we need to find out all that we can 
about Him. We need to have a connection with 
Him. 

The Teleological Argument 
David saw it in Psalm 19, 

The heavens declare the glory of God; 
And the firmament shows His handiwork. 
Day unto day utters speech, 
And night unto night reveals knowledge. 
There is no speech nor language 
Where their voice is not heard. 
(Psa 19.1–4) 

Isaiah reported it in Isaiah 43, 

“Everyone who is called by My name, 
Whom I have created for My glory; 
I have formed him, yes, I have made him.” 
(Isa 43.7) 

What did David see and what did Isaiah re-
port? What have millions, perhaps billions of 
people seen over the centuries? What have you 

seen in the universe? David, Isaiah, and others have 
seen all creation glorify its Maker. We stand amazed 
at what He has done and, so, we stand amazed at 
Him. We shall gladly join the twenty-four elders in 
Revelation 4, who, when they hear the four living 
creatures glorify God, fall down before Him, worship 

Him, cast their crowns before Him, and declare, 

“You are worthy, O Lord, 
To receive glory and honor and power; 
For You created all things, 
And by Your will they exist and were created.” 
(Rev 4.11) 

God designed all things with a purpose or multi-
ple purposes. All those things like the heavens declare 
the glory of God. All those things like everyone called 
by God’s name glorify Him. 

We Can Sense It 
Everyone, atheists and evolutionists included, 

sense something wonderful. Secularists believe that 
something wonderful happened to bring us all about. 
That is why they spend so much time trying to figure 
it out. True, they have concluded that nothing special 
happened. 

We stand in a stately forest, we look in the 
boundless heavens, and our eyes tear up with what 
our mouths speak, “Wow!” Something inside us says 
there is a wonder beyond ourselves, but that it does 
not threaten us, rather it causes something wonderful 
to happen inside us. We want to know more about 
Him. We sense what the poet of Psalm 100 had the 
courage to say, 

Know that the LORD, He is God; 
It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; 
We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 
(Psa 100.3) 

We just seem to have an idea of what Paul, in Acts 
17, told the ancient athenian philosophers nineteen 
hundred years ago, that we can seek the Creator, feel-
ing for Him, because we somehow know that we are 
here because of Him, or at least because of Someone 

ASIMO, a humanoid robot manufactured by Honda, Wikipedia.com
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infinitely great, 

“And He has made from one blood every 
nation of men to dwell on all the face of the 
earth, and has determined their preappointed 
times and the boundaries of their dwellings, 
so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope 
that they might grope for Him and find Him, 
though He is not far from each one of us; for 
in Him we live and move and have our being, 
as also some of your own poets have said, ‘For 
we are also His offspring’” (Acts 17.26–28). 

Why Design Requires a 
Designer 

We just seem to know that when we find a de-
sign it means someone designed it. We observe the 
abundance of nature, and looking at the rest of the 
universe, we know that we are not alone. We know 
that Someone made Earth a special place for life. We 
know design requires a designer because: 

We know something cannot act upon itself be-
fore it exists! 

We know that sterile rocks and dirt cannot create 
design! 

We know that if something fulfills a purpose, 
someone designed it! 

Therefore, God exists because everything exists. 
Everything has a purpose for which it was de-

signed. The Designer is of necessity greater than the 
design. The design fulfills His purpose. The design 
does not exist for itself. Sometimes we cannot figure 
out that something has design, because we have not 
yet figured out its purpose. If I know its purpose, I 
can see its design. However, all that tells me someone 

made it to suit His purpose. What was His purpose? 
What is our purpose? 
If we know our purpose, we will see our design. 

That means Someone designed us. What did He de-
sign us for? If I can know my purpose, I can use my 
design to its fullest and make my Designer happy. 

Who is our Designer? 
He has to be greater than us! He has to be greater 

than the entire universe. 
He is obviously so infinitely greater than us that 

the only way we can know Him is if He chooses to 
know us and to show Himself to us. Isaiah 40 re-
vealed centuries ago this Great Designer, 

Have you not known? 
Have you not heard? 
Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
Have you not understood from the foundations 

of the earth? 
It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, 
And its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, 
Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 
And spreads them out like a tent to dwell in. 
(Isa 40.21, 22) 

Through the pages of Scripture, He revealed 
Himself. However, that was not enough. He choose 
to live among us and to die here. Yet, He is the Great 
Designer and if He could create life, He can create it 
again. Therefore, He raised Himself from the dead 
and currently lives forever in a place called heaven. 
The reason He came here was to teach us of that place 
and what we have to do to go live there with Him. 
What He wants us to do is, so trust Him with our 
lives and with our deaths, that we will do whatever 
He says. He says to live a holy life, starting with im-
mersion in water and He will forgive you of every-
thing you have ever done wrong and He will be with 
you all the time. ✞

“Since things 
show evidence 

of design, 
a designing 

intelligence must 
be assumed.” 

Thomas Aquinas
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Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from 

this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php

�editating on 
�he �ook of 

�evelation 

“Paper Texture” (1124483) by Andrew C., Bucharest, ro, Romania, stock.xchng
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Apr 1 Revelation 18.14 
The Loses of Babylon 

14 “The fruit that your soul longed for has gone 
from you…” She will not be able to find what she 
wants. 

18.15–17a 

The Shock of the Merchants 

15–17a “The merchants of these things, who be-
came rich by her, will stand at a distance for fear 
of…” The merchants of the earth will be like the 
kings of the earth, because the torment of the kings 
is the torment of the merchants. 

18.17b–19 

The Lament of the Shipmasters 

17b–19 “Every shipmaster, all who travel by 
ship, sailors, and as many as trade on the sea, stood 
at a distance and cried out…” Shipmasters and sail-
ors will be like the merchants and the kings, because 
the torment of the merchants and kings is the tor-
ment of the shipmasters and sailors. 

Apr 2 Revelation 18.20 
Rejoice, Heaven! 

20 “Rejoice over her, O heaven, and…” Rejoice, 
Heaven! Rejoice, holy apostles and prophets. Spiri-
tual Babylon perverted your words, but the great 
perverter of Christianity will be destroyed. God has 
avenged you on her! Any who were so bold as to 
speak against her suffered at her hands. Revelation 6 
revealed the cries of the dead saints that God would 
judge and avenge their blood, “When He opened 
the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those 
who had been slain for the word of God and for the 
testimony which they held. And they cried with a 
loud voice, saying, ‘How long, O Lord, holy and 
true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those 
who dwell on the earth?’” (Rev 6.9, 10). In chapter 
18, it happens, which is future to us. 

Apr 3 Revelation 18.21 
The Violent Overthrow of Babylon 

21 Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a 
great millstone and… See a great stone used for 
crushing grain, taken up and with violence thrown 
into the sea. So, with violence Babylon would be 
thrown down. The result would be so catastrophic 
that Babylon would be found no more, even as a 
millstone sinks quickly out of sight. Jeremiah fore-
told the same fate for the first Babylon (Jer 51.63, 
64). 

Revelation 18.9–19
A Lament For Babylon

Lament for Babylon
In one hour that great city’s in ruin.
All her merchants will find nothin’s do’in.
 She was way past repair.
 Bus-ness-man’s worst nightmare.
They, like cattle, were low’n and moo’n.



The Bible Meditator Page 12 April AD 2010

Apr 4 Revelation 18.22, 23a 
The Devastation of Babylon 

22, 23a “The sound of harpists, musicians, flut-
ists, and trumpeters shall not be…” The sounds of 
joy will no longer be heard in Babylon. She will ex-
perience total destruction. 

Apr 5 Revelation 18.23b, 24 
The Deception and Blood-Guiltiness 

of Babylon 

23b, 24 “For your merchants were the great men 
of the earth, for by your sorcery…” Babylon’s mer-
chants were the great men of the earth. Babylon’s 
economy was great, but the economy could not save 
Babylon. When God brings down a nation or an 
apostate church, it falls regardless of its strength. 
Babylon’s sorcery deceived all the nations of the 
earth. She made the kings think that she was some-
thing she was not. Her blood-guiltiness is great. She 
killed prophets. She killed saints. She killed any who 
opposed her. He who hurts God’s people ought to 
see what God did to Pagan Rome, and see what he 
will do to spiritual papal Rome. 

Our hope does not rest upon apostate churches 
(religious systems), the kings of the earth (political 
systems), the merchants of the earth (economic sys-
tems), but our hope is in the One who brings down 
any beast that opposes God. Make the Lord Jesus 
Christ your hope. Believe with all your heart that 
Jesus Christ is the Lord. He wants you to turn away 
from sin. Confess your believe that Jesus is Lord. 
You are then ready to be born again through bap-
tism. Are you prepared to meet God? Are you inside 
or outside of the church? Jesus wants you to trust 
Him, but He also wants you to do what you can by 
obeying Him. 

Apr 6 The Marriage of the 
Lamb 

Finally! Something beautiful in heaven! 

Revelation 19.1–10 

Much of the Book of Revelation is pronounce-
ments of judgments and the suffering of God’s peo-
ple. 

Chapters 8 and 9 showed the trumpets of judg-
ment. 

Chapter 11 showed the world persecuting God’s 
two witnesses. 

Chapter 12 showed the dragon persecuting the 
woman of God. 

Chapter 13 revealed the rising up of two beasts. 
Chapter 14 showed three angels announcing judg-

ments. 
Chapters 15 and 16 revealed the bowls of wrath. 
Chapter 17 showed a harlot sitting on a beast and 

the two persecuted the people of God. 
Chapter 18 revealed the fall of spiritual Babylon. 

With those judgments past and Babylon fallen, 
it is time for some good news. Chapter 19.1–10 re-
veals such good news that heaven cannot contain it-
self. Again, God showed John a woman. In chapter 
12, a woman fled into the wilderness, but chapter 
17 showed that she became a harlot. However, 18.4 
issued an invitation to God’s people, “And I heard 
another voice from heaven saying, ‘Come out of her, 
my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest you 
receive of her plagues’” (Rev 18.4). Many obeyed 
that command/invitation and once again they be-
came part of the pure woman of God. This is what 
the first ten verses of Revelation 19 is about. 
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Apr 7 Revelation 19.1–5 
Praise God! He Judged the Harlot! 

19.1 Praise Belongs to God 

1 After these things I heard a loud voice of a 
great multitude in heaven, saying… For the 20th 
time, John heard a loud voice. Everyone in heaven 
was aware of the work of the great harlot and God. 
Look at the praise of God offered by heaven. They 
began, “Alleluia” or Hallelujah, which is Hebrew 
for Praise Jehovah. They then ascribed four quali-
ties to God: salvation, glory, honor, and power, all 
of which God showed by defeating the great harlot, 
and in something else we will see. 

Apr 8 Revelation 19.2 
He Judged the Great Harlot 

2 “For true and righteous are His judgments, 
because…” God’s judgments are true and righteous. 
Dead saints in heaven had wanted to know how 
long before God avenged their blood. When He 
finally did, they understood that He was true and 
righteous. God judged the great harlot. God has not 
ignored her, nor has He ignored any of our enemies. 
God avenged on her the blood of His servants. She 
reaped what she sowed. 

Apr 9 Revelation 19.3 
The Smoke From the Harlot 

3 Again they said, “Alleluia! Her smoke…” They 
repeated “Alleluia.” This word appears only four 
times in the New Testament, and all four are in the 
Book of Revelation, and they are all in the passage 
that we shall read today. Why were they celebrating? 
The smoke of the great harlot’s destruction was end-
less. God put her down permanently. 

Revelation 19.1
Original Hallelujah Chorus

Unsanitized Version
Hallelujah to Lord-God, times five,
because whore is no longer alive.
 Came a voice from the throne,
 “Praise our God, you His own”,
telling John that his vision’s not jive.
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Apr 10 Revelation 19.4 
The Elders and the Living Creatures 

4 And the twenty-four elders and the four liv-
ing creatures fell down and… We have not seen the 
twenty-four elders and the living creatures all to-
gether since chapter 14. We saw one living creature 
in chapter 15. However, they were always present, 
aware of the battle between God’s people and their 
persecutors. When God destroyed the great enemy 
of His people, the twenty-four elders and the four 
living creatures worshiped God. Those in heaven 
and on earth who are attuned to the activity of God 
and His nature worship Him when they see His 
works. When something good happens, worship 
God. When something bad happens, worship God. 
They worshiped Him by falling down, and by what 
they said. What were the two words that brought 
worship to God? “Amen” – truly, or may it be so. 
“Alleluia” – praise Jehovah. 

Apr 11 Revelation 19.5 
Praise God 

5 Then a voice came from the throne, saying, 
“Praise our God, all you His…” From the throne 
or from the area of the throne, was heard a com-
mand to praise God, commanding heaven to wor-
ship Him who is over all things. The command was 
not restricted to heaven, but included His servants, 
who are in both heaven and on the earth, and those 
who fear Him, and they are in heaven and on the 
earth. Whether small or great, all are to praise God. 
You are not too insignificant to praise God. You are 
not too great to praise God. 

Apr 12 Revelation 19.6–9 
The Marriage of the Lamb 

19.6 Praise God Again 

6 And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great 
multitude, as the sound of many waters and as… 
This is the response to the command in verse 5. Lis-
ten to the majestic voice. It was the voice of a great 
multitude—intelligible. The voice was as the sound 
of many waters—consistent and rhythmic. The 
voice was as the sound of mighty thunderings—it 
had volume. The great voice praised God, saying 
what we already heard four times! “Alleluia.” Why 
did they praise Him? They praised Him because He 
is the God who is omnipotent, almighty, and by His 
might He reigns. By defeating the great harlot at the 
climax of her power, God showed His power. 

Revelation 19.7–10
Marriage of the Lamb

Wedding Bells
See the bride all arrayed in fine linen.
Stands for righteousness, flip side of sinnin.
 Blessed are they whom He called.
 All the guests were enthralled.
As John fell at His feet, he was grinnin.
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Apr 13 Revelation 19.7 
A Reason to Praise God 

7 “Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glo-
ry, for…” All of heaven, and all Christians on earth 
praise God. Therefore, it is natural for them to say 
that God should be glorified when He is victorious. 
The cause of the celebration was two-fold: Number 
one, it was the time of the marriage of the Lamb. 
What a beautiful picture God has chosen to show 
us the victory celebration of Jesus Christ and His 
saints; that of a wedding, one of the happiest events 
people celebrate! The groom was waiting and ready 
with great anticipation. This wedding celebration 
He has been anticipating for a long time. Number 
two, His wife has made herself ready. The beauty of 
a woman on her wedding day is hard to surpass. Her 
dress enhances her beauty and the joy on her face 
cannot be imitated by models. 

Apr 14 Revelation 19.8 
The Bride’s Wedding Dress 

8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in… 
She was to wear fine linen, appropriate for a wedding 
dress. This linen was clean and bright, for it is holy, 
because she is holy, not fornicating like the great 
harlot. What bride wears dirty drab clothing? She 
wants what she wears on the outside to reflect what 
is on the inside. The linen was the righteous acts of 
the saints. We are making the wedding dress for the 
bride of Christ by the righteous acts we engage in 
now. When you helped someone at the store, when 
you called a sick member, when you greeted a visi-
tor and made him feel welcome, when you listened 
to a troubled neighbor, you added another stitch to 
the most expensive and beautiful wedding dress that 
any woman has ever worn. 

Apr 15 Revelation 19.9 
The Fourth Beatitude of the Book of 

Revelation 

9 Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those 
who are called to…’” This beatitude needed to be 
written down. We need to know this. God wants us 
to know it. What a blessing to be called to the mar-
riage supper of the Lamb! When you hear the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, God is inviting you to have a part 
in the glory of Jesus Christ that will be manifested 
at the wedding supper of the Lamb. However, you 
must accept the invitation, because like all weddings 
there are people who do not want to go. Are you 
one of them? Do you want to be included in this 
wedding supper? In Matthew 22.1–14, Jesus gave 
a parable about heaven being like a wedding feast, 
and He showed that there are people who just do 
not want to go. You are invited, but have you chosen 
to go? Send your RSVP by obeying it, starting with 
baptism. Right after giving the fourth beatitude, the 
voice from the throne said to John, “These are the 
true sayings of God.” 
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Apr 16 Revelation 19.10 
Worship God 

10 And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he 
said to me… John attempted to worship the one 
who was by the throne, showing all these things and 
giving the commands to praise God. The angel, or 
whoever he was, prevented John from worshiping 
him. This creature was a fellow-servant with John 
and his brethren, you and me. Any heavenly being 
we see as much greater than us, but they see us as 
their fellow-servants. Would you think on that this 
coming week? You serve with angels, living crea-
tures, seraphim, et al. We have the testimony of 
Jesus, not of angels. Why then worship them? Wor-
ship God. Worship Jesus. Worship God, because it 
is all about His Son Jesus Christ, who is the spirit of 
prophecy. Jesus Christ is everything, but we and the 
angels are nothing. The spirit behind all prophecy 
and the object of all prophecy is Jesus Christ. He is 
our everything. He is our all. 

How about you? Make Him your everything. 
Make Him your all. Come join us at the marriage 
feast of the Lamb. 

Apr 17 Jesus Christ the 
Warrior 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who is also a 
warrior 

Revelation 19.11–21 

Jesus is the Lamb of God. A lamb is cute and 
harmless, unless the lamb has seven horns and can 
also be called a lion. That is the picture of Jesus as 
the Lamb of God in 
Revelation 5. Jesus 
Christ is also a lov-
ing husband to His 
bride. His bride is 
the church. That is 
the picture of Jesus 
in Revelation 19.1–
10. Jesus Christ is 
also a fierce warrior 
to all who fight Him. 
That is the picture of 
Jesus in Revelation 
19.11–21. 

Apr 18 Revelation 19.11–16 
Jesus Christ as Warrior 

Revelation 19.11 Jesus Makes War 

11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a 
white horse. And… John saw heaven opened again. 
He saw a white horse. White is righteousness and 
purity. The horse had a Rider. The Rider was called 
Faithful and True. He is Faithful, because He is the 
epitome of faithfulness, and He is “the faithful wit-

ness” (Rev 1.5). He 
is True, because He 
is the epitome of 
truth. Revelation 3.7 
said that He is the 
one “who is true.” 
3.14 spoke of Him 
as “the Faithful and 
True Witness.” Did 
you hear John say 
the Rider in righ-
teousness judges and 
makes war? 
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Apr 19 Revelation 19.12, 13 
Look at His Appearance 

12, 13 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on 
His head were… He sees with the penetrating sight 
of a flame of fire. As a warrior with flames of fire for 
eyes, there is not one enemy who escapes His atten-
tion. He is the ultimate King, wearing many crowns, 
because His kingdom consumes all other kingdoms. 
“Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were 
loud voices in heaven, saying, ‘The kingdoms of this 
world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!’” 
(Rev 11.15). As the King of kings, He is King over 
all others, controlling their kingdoms, and His reign 
never ceases. He is King over creation, the kingdoms 
of men, and the church. John saw written some-
where that the Rider had a name written that was 
known only to the Rider. The Rider wore a robe that 
had been dipped in blood. Long ago, Isaiah asked 
why the Rider’s robe was red with blood (Isa 63.2–
6). The Rider was a warrior, judging and making 
war. His name is the Word of God. The Rider is the 
epitome of what God speaks, so that He is called the 
Word of God. As 19.10 testified, “The testimony of 
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” 

Apr 20 Revelation 19.14 
The Armies of Heaven Are on His Side 

14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine 
linen… This Rider fights for us and His heavenly 
armies are also on our side. Even as the Syrian army 
surrounded Elisha and his servant, but the armies of 
heaven surrounded the Syrians, so we also are sur-
rounded by horses and chariots of fire (2Ki 6). Even 
as the Lord sent His army before the army of David 
and he could hear the sound of God’s army march-
ing above the mulberry trees, so the Lord’s army 
goes before us to fight our battles with us. The Lord 
has promised, “The angel of the LORD encamps 
all around those who fear Him, and delivers them” 
(Psa 34.7). “Are they not all ministering spirits sent 
forth to minister for those who will inherit salva-
tion?” (Heb 1.14). The armies following the Rider 
are clothed in fine linen, which is white and clean 
like the wedding dress of the bride of Christ (19.8). 
No human army wears white and clean fine linen 
going to war, but these fight in the spirit. Like the 
Rider, they ride white horses. 

Apr 21 Revelation 19.15 
The Rider Brings the Wrath of God 

15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, 
that with it He should strike… The Rider sends a 
sharp sword out of His mouth. In Revelation 1.16, 
John saw coming out of the mouth of Jesus a sharp 
two-edged sword. It came out of His mouth because 
the sword represented His word, which is like a dou-
ble-edged sword, cutting with the foreman and cut-
ting with the backhand. It is by the preaching of the 
word of God that God through this Rider defeats 
His enemies. The Rider strikes the nations with the 
sword-like word that proceeds from His mouth. The 
word of God is not merely for the church within the 
walls of her meeting-places, but all nations are sub-
ject to His word. The Rider rules the nations with a 
rod of iron. They do not willingly submit to Him, 
but He wears many crowns, showing that He rules 
their nations whether they recognize Him or not. 
As Solomon wrote centuries ago, “The king’s heart 
is in the hand of the LORD, like the rivers of water; 
He turns it wherever He wishes” (Pro 21.1). The 
Rider carries out the wrath of God, because He uses 
a sharp sword and a rod of iron for a purpose. Jesus 
came to bring the grace and mercy of God, but for 
those nations who resist Him, there is the fierceness 
of the wrath of God. Jesus is the One who performs 
God’s wrath. 
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Apr 22 Revelation 19.16 
Another Name 

16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a 
name written… When you see Jesus sending a sword 
out of His mouth, using a rod of iron to bring all 
into submission to Him, treading the winepress of 
God’s wrath, and then you discover that He is King 
of kings and Lord of lords, you had better join His 
side. Where do you see the name written? It is on 
His robe. It is on His thigh. The Rider of the white 
horse has several names. Faithful, True, A secret 
name, the Word of God, King of kings and Lord of 
lords. The Rider is Jesus Christ. 

Apr 23 Revelation 19.17–21 
The Defeat of the Beast 

Revelation 19.17, 18 The Supper of the 
Great God 

17–21 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; 
and he cried with a loud voice, saying… An angel 
standing in the sun, brighter than the sun to be dis-
tinguished from the sun, uses the 21st loud voice in 
the Book of Revelation to sound out an invitation 
to the birds of heaven to come to a great supper! 
They would have plenty of flesh to eat, because the 
flesh of kings, captains, mighty men, horses, and 
their riders, indeed all people, whether free or slave, 
small or great would be on the menu. The birds 
had never had a buffet like this. Truly, the birds of 
the air, neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; 
yet our heavenly Father feeds them. Since we are of 
more value than they, how shall God feed us?! God 
promised in the prophets (Eze 39.17–20) to so feed 
the birds, but He promises to take better care of us. 
We enjoy life now! What is waiting for us? Is this the 
same supper of verses 1–10? 

Apr 24 Revelation 19.19 
The World Gears Up for Armageddon 

19 And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, 
and their armies, gathered together to… The enemy 
is powerful, because he is a beast (Rome or a simi-
lar force), he uses the kings of the earth, and their 
armies. They fight against God’s word. They war 
against the church. The enemy makes war against 
the army of the Rider. Satan and his forces hate Je-
sus, and they hate everyone who follows Him. John 
15 shows that Jesus promised that it would be this 
way, “If the world hates you, you know that it hated 
Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the 
world would love its own. Yet because you are not of 
the world, but I chose you out of the world, there-
fore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word 
that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his 
master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also perse-
cute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours 
also” (John 15.18–20). 

Revelation 19.17–21
Post Armageddon Pair

Burnt Toast
The false prophet and beast were foremost.
“Worship us, not the Lord” was their boast.
 God’s carnivorous birds
 will consume those two nerds
who will then be eternal burnt toast.
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Apr 25 Revelation 19.20 
The Beast and False Prophet in the 

Lake of Fire 

20 Then the beast was captured, and with him 
the false prophet who worked signs… In the war, the 
Rider and his armies capture the beast and the false 
prophet in order to thrown them alive into the lake 
of fire, which is not a place of literal death, but of 
eternal torment. The Roman Empire and its cult 
of emperor worship the Rider removes from earth, 
and right now the beast and his false prophet are in 
the lake of fire, alive with eternal torment. This is a 
horrible end for a beast that did horrible things to 
the people of God, but He answers their prayer of 
vengeance. They had cried, “And they cried with a 
loud voice, saying, ‘How long, O Lord, holy and 
true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those 
who dwell on the earth?’” (Rev 6.10). And today the 
beast of secularism is fighting against us hard, but 
God will avenge us as He did our brethren centuries 
ago. 

Apr 26 Revelation 19.21 
The Rider Kills the Rest 

21 And the rest were killed with the sword which 
proceeded from… With the word of God, the Rider 
conducts His campaign against all who oppose Him 
and follow the beast, whether of ancient Rome or 
of modern secularism. The birds have a good time 
at the feast. As it is written, God’s people enjoy the 
benefits of the world’s sinners, “…the wealth of the 
sinner is stored up for the righteous” (Pro 13.22). 
“One who increases his possessions by usury and 
extortion gathers it for him who will pity the poor” 
(Pro 28.8). “For God gives wisdom and knowledge 
and joy to a man who is good in His sight; but to 
the sinner He gives the work of gathering and col-
lecting, that he may give to him who is good before 
God. This also is vanity and grasping for the wind” 
(Ecc 2.26). 

Where do you stand? Are you with the armies 
of heaven who follow the white horse and its Rider? 
Are you with the beast, kings of the earth, and their 
armies? Do you want to eat at the great supper of 
God or to be eaten at the great supper of God? Well, 
it depends upon which end of the sharp sword you 
are on. Are you using it or is it used against you? 
Does the Lord rule you with a hand of compassion 
or a rod of iron? There are only two sets of armies. 
Those with the Rider of the white horse and those 
with the beast and the kings of the earth. Do you 
want to be in the Lord’s army? To join His army… 

Apr 27 The Devil Is Bound 
The final defeat of Satan 

Revelation 20.1–10 

By Revelation 20, many of God’s enemies have 
been silenced. Yet, that does not prevent the devil 
from making one last push. The saints will be few in 
number, and he believes he can squash them com-
pletely. He thought the same thing when Jesus stood 
alone. It will look bleak at the end, but do not de-
spair we are on the winning side. 
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Apr 28 Revelation 20.1–3 
Satan Bound 

1–3 Then I saw an angel coming down from 
heaven, having the… An angel bound Satan. Al-
though he is the powerful dragon, and the subtle 
serpent who has been here since the Garden of Eden, 
and the Devil who is the great deceiver and Satan 
who is the ultimate adversary, he is bound so easily 
that God can send an unnamed angel to do the job. 
The binding of Satan is twofold. First, the angel laid 
hold of him and bound him with a great chain. The 
chain is great to be able to hold Satan. His demons 
on earth could not be bound with literal chains, and 
Satan is greater. Therefore, this chain is a sign, rep-
resenting some kind of binding force. Satan is not 
a literal dragon and serpent, but is like those two 
creatures, so he was not bound with a literal chain, 
but the chain represented a binding force. Second, 
the angel cast Satan into the bottomless pit. This is 
the same pit as in chapter 9 from whence came the 
locusts. 11.7 pictured a beast coming up out of this 
bottomless pit. The abyss or bottomless pit is a place 
of evil, but it is not hell. Later, Satan comes out of 
the pit to be thrown into hell. According to Second 
Peter 2, Satan’s angels are chained in the pit (un-
fortunately both the NKJV & NIV have the word 
hell, but should have tartarus, or bottomless pit). 
“For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, 
but cast them down to hell [tartarus or bottomless 
pit] and delivered them into chains of darkness, to 
be reserved for judgment” (2Pe 2.4). Jude 6 also ad-
dresses this issue, “And the angels who did not keep 
their proper domain, but left their own abode, He 
has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for 
the judgment of the great day” (Jude 6). 

Apr 29 Revelation 20.1–3 
Satan Bound 

1–3 Then I saw an angel coming down from 
heaven, having the… The binding of the devil in 
Revelation 20, does not stop him from sending evil 
spiritual forces into the world against the church. 
Like a crime boss or gang leader in jail who orders 
executions through his henchmen in the world. Sa-
tan’s binding means that he is, “restricted in some 
way and to some degree” (Workman, p. 196), but 
he is able to operate in the world with those restric-
tions. The Abyss or bottomless pit is the realm of 
confinement, not punishment. There is a key, show-
ing that he can be confined or released. He is bound 
for 1000 years. Generally, numbers are symbolic in 
the Book of Revelation, yet most people want to 
literalize this figure. 10 is one of the numbers for 
completeness. 1,000 is 10 x 10 x 10. 1000 is ten 
tripled, like the trinity. If 10 represents complete-
ness, it is possible that 1,000 is intensifying this 
meaning. Psalm 50 shows that 1000 can be used 
to show something great, “For every beast of the 
forest is Mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills” 
(Psa 50.10). Does God own the cattle on a thousand 
hills only? Deuteronomy 7 also shows that 1000 can 
be used to show something great, “Therefore know 
that the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful 
God who keeps covenant and mercy for a thousand 
generations with those who love Him and keep His 
commandments” (Deu 7.9). Does this mean when 
generation number 1,001 came along, although 
that generation loved God and kept His command-
ments, that He would not keep covenant and mercy 
with that generation? The figure 1,000 in Psalm 50 
and Deuteronomy 7 is not saying that the figure 
1,000 in Revelation 20 is non-literal, but these pas-

sages do let us know that it is reasonable, and that 
it is consistent with Scripture, at least sometimes, to 
understand the figure symbolically. Job 9 is another 
use of 1000. “If one wished to contend with Him, 
He could not answer Him one time out of a thou-
sand” (Job 9.3). Is God able to silence man 1,000 
arguments in a row, but finally with argument num-
ber 1001 man is able to contend with God? Psalm 
90 uses the figure 1000 to show that God is not 
bound by time, “For a thousand years in Your sight 
are like yesterday when it is past, and like a watch 
in the night” (Psa 90.4). Likewise, Satan’s binding 
and the reign of the saints are for a great number of 
years. During this time Satan will not be allowed to 
deceive the nations. 
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Apr 30 Revelation 20.1–3 
Satan Bound 

1–3 Then I saw an angel coming down from 
heaven, having the… His binding is not absolute in 
every realm, but God only intended on restricting 
the devil’s ability to deceive the nations. To what 
extent is this restriction? Satan can still work on in-
dividuals, but while bound he cannot move the na-

tions in a world-wide, organized persecution against 
the church. This is the meaning because as soon as 
Satan is released this is exactly what he does (vv. 7–
9). Jesus has restricted the work of Satan in phases. 
During the ministry of Christ He restricted Satan’s 
possession of people’s bodies by casting him out of 
people. The work of Christ on the cross restricted 
Satan’s possession of people’s souls. Revelation 20 
reveals that Satan is restricted from possessing the 
nations. The devil is still like a roaring lion walking 

about seeking whom he may devour, but he is on 
a chain in a pit. After this time period Satan will 
be released for a little while for his one final attack, 
but it is for his own destruction. Satan did make 
a couple of world-wide attacks on the church, but 
then he was bound, as he is now, but before the end 
of time he will be released from this restriction to 
once again attack the church with an international 
effort. ✞
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The Story of the Bible By Steve Lloyd

Lesson 13: The Giving of the Law 
Exodus 19

1 In the third month after the children of Israel 
had gone out of the land of Egypt, on the same 
day, they came to the Wilderness of Sinai. 2 For 
they had departed from Rephidim, had come to the 
Wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the wilderness. 
So Israel camped there before the mountain. 3 And 
Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to 
him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say 
to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel: 
4 “You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and 
how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you 
to Myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey 
My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be 
a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the 
earth is Mine. 6 And you shall be to Me a kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words 
which you shall speak to the children of Israel.” 

7 So Moses came and called for the elders of the 
people, and laid before them all these words which 
the LORD commanded him. 8 Then all the people 
answered together and said, “All that the LORD 
has spoken we will do.” So Moses brought back 
the words of the people to the LORD. 9 And the 
LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I come to you in the 

thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak 
with you, and believe you forever.” So Moses told 
the words of the people to the LORD. 

10 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to the 
people and consecrate them today and tomorrow, 
and let them wash their clothes. 11 And let them 
be ready for the third day. For on the third day the 
LORD will come down upon Mount Sinai in the 
sight of all the people. 12 You shall set bounds for 
the people all around, saying, “Take heed to your-
selves that you do not go up to the mountain or 
touch its base. Whoever touches the mountain shall 
surely be put to death. 13 Not a hand shall touch 
him, but he shall surely be stoned or shot with an 
arrow; whether man or beast, he shall not live.’ 
When the trumpet sounds long, they shall come 
near the mountain.” 

14 So Moses went down from the mountain 
to the people and sanctified the people, and they 
washed their clothes. 15 And he said to the people, 
“Be ready for the third day; do not come near your 
wives.” 

16 Then it came to pass on the third day, in the 
morning, that there were thunderings and light-
nings, and a thick cloud on the mountain; and 
the sound of the trumpet was very loud, so that 
all the people who were in the camp trembled. 17 

“African American artist Charles Rogers painted this 
striking portrait of a black Moses with the Law. The 
civil rights movement in the United States identified 

with Moses and the Exodus. The language ad imagery 
of the movement was often couched in biblical terms.”

The Bible and It’s influence
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The Story of the Bible By Steve Lloyd

And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they 
stood at the foot of the mountain. 18 Now Mount Sinai was completely in 
smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in fire. Its smoke ascended like 
the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked greatly. 19 And when 
the blast of the trumpet sounded long and became louder and louder, Moses 

spoke, and God answered him 
by voice. 20 Then the LORD 
came down upon Mount Sinai, 
on the top of the mountain. And 
the LORD called Moses to the 
top of the mountain, and Moses 
went up. 21 And the LORD 
said to Moses, “Go down and 
warn the people, lest they break 
through to gaze at the LORD, 
and many of them perish. 22 
Also let the priests who come 
near the LORD consecrate 
themselves, lest the LORD break 
out against them.” 23 But Moses 
said to the LORD, “The people 
cannot come up to Mount Sinai; 
for You warned us, saying, ‘Set 
bounds around the mountain 
and consecrate it.’ ” 24 Then the 
LORD said to him, “Away! Get 
down and then come up, you 
and Aaron with you. But do not 

let the priests and the people break through to come up to the LORD, lest He 
break out against them.” 25 So Moses went down to the people and spoke to 
them (Exodus 19.1–25). 

The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20.1–17)
“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of bondage. You shall have no other gods before Me. 

You shall not make for yourself a carved image—any likeness of anything 
that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth; you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the 
LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, but 
showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My command-
ments. 

You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will 
not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain. 

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do 
all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In 
it you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male 
servant, nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is 
within your gates. For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, 
the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the 
LORD blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it. 

Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the 
land which the LORD your God is giving you. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neigh-
bor’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his 
donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor’s.” 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Compare Exodus 19 with Hebrews 12.18–29

Moses Receives the Law
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And He said to them, 
“Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?” 

(Luke 2.49) 

Our Father’s Business
Leadership – Proverbs 13.4

You Can Do It! 

We cannot accomplish more than what we think. That is why some people do not accom-
plish much. In their minds, something could not be done, so, it was not done. 

However, if God is for you, nothing can be against you! You can do all things through 
Christ who keeps on strengthening you! Moreover, God promised, “‘I will never leave you nor 
forsake you.’ So we may boldly say: ‘The LORD is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do 
to me?’” (Heb 13.6). 

Therefore, if you are a leader and stand before a task greater than yourself, remember the 
challenge is not greater than God. If you have hesitated to lead because the job seemed too 
grand, remember that with God on your side, you can do anything. 

12 Right Questions For Leadership by J J Turner

Questions are the heart of leadership education. If leaders ask the right questions, and find 
the right answers, vital knowledge is gained for the growth of the church. Questions relate to 
self and others, as well as the mission of the church. Here are 12 RIGHT questions for leaders 
to ask and answer. 

Is your leadership in a non-productive routine?
Is your leadership in a stagnate rut of boredom?
Is your leadership rusting from inactivity?
Is your leadership producing continual results?
Is your leadership filled with righteousness?
Is your leadership running with dreams and goals?
Is your leadership ready for challenges and change?
Is your leadership rooted in the Scriptures?
Is your leadership resolved to do and be what God wants?
Is your leadership ripe with spiritual fruit?
Is your leadership willing to take risks?

Church Growth – First Corinthians 3.6

Why Many Young People Fall Away 

They have been marinated in anti-creation evolution and related dogmas. They watched 
their parents attend sporadically, criticize the church and her leaders, contribute little if any 
money to the church, and not focus on the Lord’s death during communion. Let us realize that 
our children watch and hear everything in us, our habits and our conduct.  

Why Many Disciples Do Not Walk With Jesus Anymore 2 

Some Christians just get distracted like the third soil in the Parable of the Sower (Luke 
8.4–15). Jesus said such a person lets the cares, riches, and pleasures of this life compete with 
the word of God in the heart, and so those worldly things choke out the effectiveness of the 
word. Those Christians do not necessarily quit attending the worship services of the church, 
but their Christianity does not do anything for them. 

Some Christians get distracted just from being busy doing this and that. They are like 
Martha who wanted to serve Jesus, but her anxious and troubled thoughts about serving, pre-
vented her from enjoying His presence (Luke 10.38–42). 

Some Christians go through a drifting process whereby they do not even realize that 
they have left the Lord. The Book of Hebrews shows a progression that many Christians go 
through in their drifting from the Lord: 

They drift from the word (Heb 2.1) 
They doubt the word (Heb 3.7, 8, 12) 
They become dull to the word (Heb 5.11, 12) 
They despise the word (Heb 10.29) 
They defy the word (Heb 12.25, 26)

1.

2.

3.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Is your leadership repentant of past inactivity and failures?

Application: What have you learned from answering these questions? What do you plan to 
do as a result of your answers?
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Ruhl’s Rules ➠

Rules For Your Life

Ramon Llull (1235–1315), who preached to Muslims and died for it, once 
said, “Death has no terrors for a sincere servant of Christ who is laboring to 
bring souls to a knowledge of the truth.” 

John Wooden, the legendary coach of the 
UCLA Bruins, showed his wisdom for living in 
many ways. Consider these quotes: 

“Sports do not build character. They reveal it.”

“Ability is a poor man’s wealth.” 

“You can’t live a perfect day without doing 
something for someone who will never be able 
to repay you.” 

“Never let your emotions overrule your head.” 

“If I am through learning, I’m through.” 

“If you lose self-control everything will fall.” 

“Don’t let making a living prevent you from making a life.” 

“Failing to prepare is preparing to fail.” 

“It’s what you learn after you know it all that counts.” 

Praying According to the Bible

Exodus 9.33 
Moses simply prayed for God’s vengeance on 
Egypt. Likewise, we are not to carry out per-
sonal vengeance, but we are to pray to God 
to do as He has promised to do (Psa 28.4; 

Rev 6.9–11). Pray that He do just that.

Exodus 10.16–18 
When someone makes a request that we 

pray for him, although that person has been 
exceedingly difficult, then we should still 

entreat the Lord for that person.

Exodus 15.1–18 
The saving of Israel from Egyptian bondage 
through the Red Sea typifies our salvation 
from the bondage of sin through baptism. 
Therefore, thank God for your deliverance. 
Remember the sins which ruled your life, 

and now see how Jesus rules your life. God 
will be delighted to hear you.

Exodus 22.22–24 
This passage warns against harming widows 
or fatherless children. If you are a widow or 
fatherless and someone is taking advantage 
of you, cry to God, for He will hear. If you 
are not one of these, but someone is taking 

advantage of you, trying to harm you, cry to 
God, because He does not want you to take 

the vengeance, but vengeance is His.

“Intelligence, patriotism, 
Christianity, and a firm 
reliance on Him, who 
has never yet forsaken 

this favored land, are still 
competent to adjust…all 
our present difficulty.” 

(Abraham Lincoln)
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It will always cost you less 
to make the right choice first 

As in water face reflects face,
So a man’s heart reveals the man. 
(Proverbs 27.19)
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Reprinted with permission of World Video Bible School – http://wvbs.org/posters.cfm
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By Don Ruhl 
What do the first two 

chapters of Genesis show? 
The world was a wonder-
ful place in which to live. 
Nothing bad existed. It 
was everything we dream 
of the perfect life being 
like. Yet, what we see in Genesis 1 and 
2 does not look like what we see today! 
What happened? Chapters 3 through 
11 of the Book of Genesis gives the an-
swer. These chapters reveal the first sin 
and the consequences of that sin. 

Genesis 2 shows that in the begin-
ning, God gave man freedom, with one 
limitation. “And the LORD God com-
manded the man, saying, ‘Of every tree 
of the garden you may freely eat; but of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that 
you eat of it you shall surely die’” (Gen 

2.16, 17). 
For some reason, 

Adam and Eve did not re-
sist the temptation to be 
around the tree. They lin-
gered there or walked by 
when another creature in 
the Garden of Eden used 
this one limitation to ex-

ploit the first humans and turn them 
against God, at least momentarily and 
then their offspring through the ages, 
not only against God also, but against 
one another. By breaking that limita-
tion, humanity was now at odds with 
God, nature, each other, and self. 

Forbidden Fruit 
How often do we see the picture of 

Adam and Eve with the serpent in lit-
erature, movies, art, and other forms of 
communication? Genesis 3 shows what 
happened to heaven on earth, “Now the 

serpent was more cun-
ning than any beast of the 
field which the LORD 
God had made. And he 
said to the woman, ‘Has 
God indeed said, “You 
shall not eat of every tree 
of the garden”?’ And the 
woman said to the ser-
pent, ‘We may eat the fruit of the trees 
of the garden; but of the fruit of the 
tree which is in the midst of the garden, 
God has said, “You shall not eat it, nor 
shall you touch it, lest you die.”’ Then 
the serpent said to the woman, ‘You 
will not surely die. For God knows that 
in the day you eat of it your eyes will 
be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil’” (Gen 3.1–5). 

The next two verses show Eve break-
ing God’s one limitation upon them, 
“So when the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, that it was pleasant 

to the eyes, and a tree de-
sirable to make one wise, 
she took of its fruit and 
ate. She also gave to her 
husband with her, and he 
ate. Then the eyes of both 
of them were opened, and 
they knew that they were 
naked; and they sewed fig 

leaves together and made themselves 
coverings” (Gen 3.6, 7). 

What happened? Why did she de-
cide to eat the fruit? It looked good to 
her for food. It looked good to the eye. 
It looked good for making her wise. 
She either forgot God’s prohibition or 
she did not accept God’s prohibition. 
Therefore, she ate the fruit and gave 
some to her husband who was with 
her. 

What was the fruit? Common be-
lief claims an apple. Where did the idea 
arise that it was an apple tree? “One rea-

The Bible In
Our World

Lesson 4

From Eden to Babel 
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son is that 
the Latin 
for evil 

is malum 
and the Latin 

word for apple is 
also malum. In the fourth cen-

tury a.d., the word malum appeared in 
the Latin Vulgate translation of Genesis 
in the phrase “the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil.” From that time on peo-
ple began to associate the apple with 
the fruit which Eve ate” (Creation Ex 
Nihilo 6(4):21 May 1984; http://www.
answersingenesis.org/home/area/maga-
zines/docs/v6n4_apple.asp) 

Consequences 
With sin came death. With death 

comes much suffering. Genesis 3:14–
19 shows God placing a curse upon 
the serpent, the woman, and the man 
because each was accountable for his 

own sin and for influencing others. The 
Testament of Christ confirms the asso-
ciation of death with sin, “Therefore, 
just as through one man sin entered 
the world, and death through sin, and 
thus death spread to all men, because 
all sinned—” (Rom 5.12). 

What other things come with 
death? Whatever those things are, they 
all got their start with that first sin in 
the perfect paradise. Another conse-
quence of their sin happened when 
God cast the pair out of the Garden of 
Eden and made it impossible to return, 

“Then the LORD God said, ‘Behold, 
the man has become like one of Us, to 
know good and evil. And now, lest he 
put out his hand and take also of the 
tree of life, and eat, and live forever’—
therefore the LORD God sent him out 
of the garden of Eden to till the ground 
from which he was taken. So He drove 
out the man; and He placed cherubim 
at the east of the garden of Eden, and a 
flaming sword which turned every way, 
to guard the way to the tree of life” 
(Gen 3.22–24). 

Emily Dickinson pictured this ex-

pulsion from the Garden, 

Eden is that old-fashioned House 
We dwell in every day, 
Without suspecting our abode 
Until we drive away. 
How fair, on looking back, the 

Day 
We sauntered from the Door, 
Unconscious our returning 
But discover it no more. 

Interestingly, we use an expression 
that references Adam’s sin. What do we 
call the ridge of the thyroid cartilage at 
the base of the throat, which is more 
prominent in males? We call it “Adam’s 
apple,” because people say the fruit he 
ate lodged there. 

What do we mean by “Adam’s rib”? 
This is a way of referring to women or 
to a man’s wife. Why is that? Genesis 
2 shows the creation of woman from 
Adam’s rib. 

Emily Dickinson
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From Eating 
Forbidden Fruit to 

Murder 
Did Adam and Eve have other 

problems? We do not know. Nor do we 
know of any problems between their 
children with one exception, and that is 
a huge exception! We go from the cre-
ation of the world to life in the Garden 
of Eden, to a small incident at a tree 

with worldwide consequences, to the 
first murder between the 

children of the first 
humans! Just as 

Paul said in 
Romans 

5 . 1 2 
and 

a s 

the rest of the Bible testifies, sin and its 
associates spread quickly, “Therefore, 
just as through one man sin entered 
the world, and death through sin, and 
thus death spread to all men, because 
all sinned—” (Rom 5.12). 

After God did not respect Cain 
and his offering, this happened, “So 
the LORD said to Cain, ‘Why are you 
angry? And why has your countenance 
fallen? If you do well, will you not be 
accepted? And if you do not do well, 
sin lies at the door. And its desire is for 
you, but you should rule over it.’ Now 
Cain talked with Abel his brother; and 
it came to pass, when they were in the 
field, that Cain rose up against Abel his 
brother and killed him” (Gen 4.6–8). 

John Steinbeck used Genesis 3 
and 4 as the basis for his novel East of 
Eden, and he explained the power of 
the narrative, “I believe that there is 
one story in the world, and only one…
Humans are caught—in their lives, in 

their thoughts, in their hungers and 
ambitions, in their avarice and cruelty, 
and in their kindness and generosity, 
too—in a net of good and evil…this 
one story [Cain and Abel] is the basis 
of all human neurosis—and if you take 
the fall along with it, you have the total 
of psychic troubles that can happen to 
a human” (Journal of a Novel: The East 
of Eden Letters). 

If you understand what happened 
in the first several chapters of Gen-
esis, you can understand the rest of the 
Bible and be thankful for God’s mer-
ciful dealings with man. Why have so 
many writers, artists, and others used 
the narratives in the Bible as a base for 
their own work? The teaching of Scrip-
ture has formed our culture. It is also 

familiar to us. It best describes the hu-
man condition, because the Bible is the 
truth. 

After Cain’s sin, God confronted 
Cain and his response has been used 
countless times since then, “Then the 
LORD said to Cain, ‘Where is Abel 
your brother?’ He said, ‘I do not know. 
Am I my brother’s keeper?’” (Gen 
4.9). 

How does the rest of biblical litera-
ture answer Cain’s question? To know 
just how much the Bible answers af-
firmatively, ponder what answer Jesus 
gave a lawyer about the greatest com-
mandments, “But when the Pharisees 
heard that He had silenced the Saddu-
cees, they gathered together. Then one 
of them, a lawyer, asked Him a ques-
tion, testing Him, and saying, ‘Teacher, 
which is the great commandment in 
the law?’ Jesus said to him, ‘“You shall 
love the LORD your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all 
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your mind.” This is 
the first and great 
c o m m a n d m e n t . 
And the second is 
like it: “You shall 
love your neighbor 
as yourself.” On 
these two com-
mandments hang 
all the Law and the 
Prophets’” (Mat 
22:34–40). 

Jesus explained 
that everything 
about the Hebrew Scriptures are sum-
marized as God getting us to love Him 
and to love our neighbor. That means 
we are our brother’s keeper. If we fail to 
know about our brother, we walk in the 
steps of Cain and risk alienation from 
God and man. 

He received from God, both ex-
ile and mercy even as his parents did. 
God drove Adam and Eve from the 

Garden of Eden, 
but He also made 
them clothes and 
let them live, al-
though they would 
still die. God drove 
Cain away from the 
family, but God 
also did something 
to keep others from 
killing Cain, plac-
ing a mark on him 
(Gen 4.10–15). 

Was the mark 
that the Lord put upon Cain good or 
bad? Typically, it has been interpreted 
as something bad. However, why did 
God say He put the mark on Cain? If 
anyone killed Cain, vengeance would 
be taken on that person sevenfold. This 
sounds as though God used the mark 
to warn others not to kill Cain. What 
was the mark? We do not know! 

From One Murder 
to Many Murders 
Many kinds of people descended 

from Cain, “And Cain knew his wife, 
and she conceived and bore Enoch. 
And he built a city, and called the 
name of the city after the name of his 
son—Enoch. To Enoch was born Irad; 
and Irad begot Mehujael, and Mehu-
jael begot Methushael, and Methushael 
begot Lamech. Then Lamech took for 
himself two wives: the name of one was 
Adah, and the name of the second was 
Zillah. And Adah bore Jabal. He was 
the father of those who dwell in tents 
and have livestock. His brother’s name 
was Jubal. He was the father of all those 
who play the harp and flute. And as for 
Zillah, she also bore Tubal-cain, an in-
structor of every craftsman in bronze 
and iron. And the sister of Tubal-cain 
was Naamah” (Gen 4.17–22). With 
Cain, civilization and sophistication 

grew, but so did violence (Gen 4.23, 
24). Violence kept growing until every 
man and woman filled the earth with 
violence (Gen 6.5, 12, 13). 

God decided to start over, not only 
with humanity, but with all the animals 
of the earth. Only one family did not 
live in violence. God would use that 
family to preserve some of every ani-
mal by having them all enter a large ark 
as God wiped cleaned the earth with a 
massive, global flood. Therefore, God 
told Noah, “Make yourself an ark of 
gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, 
and cover it inside and outside with 
pitch. And this is how you shall make 
it: The length of the ark shall be three 
hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, 
and its height thirty cubits. You shall 
make a window for the ark, and you 
shall finish it to a cubit from above; and 
set the door of the ark in its side. You 
shall make it with lower, second, and 
third decks” (Gen 6.14–16). 
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Do you picture a ship that moved 
through the waters or a barge-like, 
even box-like, vessel that merely float-
ed on the waters? There was no need 
for a moving ship, because the ark was 
not designed to go anywhere. It only 
had to ride out the storm. Therefore, 
it was a barge-like vessel. 

From Devastation 
to a Rainbow 

Everything changed when Moses 
revealed this, “Then God remembered 
Noah, and every living thing, and all 
the animals that were with him in the 
ark. And God made a wind to pass over 
the earth, and the waters subsided” 
(Gen 8.1). 

Because God remembered Noah, 
we are here today. After this, Noah sent 
out a raven and then a dove (Gen 8.8–
11). The dove with an olive branch has 
become symbolic of what? It symbol-

izes peace. In this case, the peace was 
between what two parties? There was 
peace between God and His creation, 
namely, man. As a further indication of 
the peace, God said the following, “I 
will never again curse the ground for 
man’s sake, although the imagination 
of man’s heart is evil from his youth; 
nor will I again destroy every living 
thing as I have done. 

While the earth remains, 
Seedtime and harvest, 
Cold and heat, 
Winter and summer, 
And day and night Shall not cease.

“…Be fruitful and multiply, and 
fill the earth…This is the sign of the 
covenant which I make between Me 
and you, and every living creature that 
is with you, for perpetual generations: 

I set My rainbow in the cloud, and it 
shall be for the sign of the covenant 
between Me and the earth…and I 
will remember My covenant which is 
between Me and you and every living 
creature of all flesh; the waters shall 
never again become a flood to destroy 
all flesh” (Gen 8.21–9.1, 12, 13, 15). 

From Eight People 
to Billions 

Noah’s descendants multiplied as 
God commanded. They were one fam-

ily and one language. How then did the 
many peoples come upon on the earth? 
The Bible supplies the answer in Gen-
esis 11.1–9. After this, the Bible does 
not show God dealing with the whole 
of humanity, but it shows Him dealing 
with one family that later became a na-
tion. He did not ignore the rest of the 
world, but truly through that one fam-
ily He blessed the world. ✞
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�y soul clings to the dust; 
�evive me according to Your word. 

(�salm 119.25)
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