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The Book of Revelation shows the 
four living creatures as a lion, a calf or 
ox, a man, and an eagle. Many scholars 
believe these represent the four Gospels, with the 
eagle representing the fourth Gospel. A lion, a calf, 
and a man have many similarities, whereas an eagle 
is in a different class. The lion, the bovine, and the 
man God even created on the same day, the sixth day. 
The eagle God created the day before, the fifth day. 
When you learn what the eagle represents and what 
the lion, the bovine, and the man represent, you will 
see how it is appropriate that the eagle goes before 
those three. The three are earthbound, even man, be-
cause he only defies gravity briefly. The three can only 

move on their legs. The eagle flies gently then glides 
effortlessly. 

I want to show you 
that the eagle looks at 
the ministry of Je-
sus Christ in 
a way dif-

ferent from 
the lion, the 

calf, and the man. 

The Eagle: A 
Living Creature 

Before the 
Lord 

I s a -
iah 6 shows 
how the min-
istry of Isaiah be-
gan. He saw and 
heard things that made 
the poor man tremble in soul 
and body. He saw the Lord, but I 
want you to see who else he saw and heard 

and what they did, or do, “In the year that King Uz-
ziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high 

and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled 
the temple. Above it stood seraphim; 

each one had six wings: with two 
he covered his face, with two 

he covered his feet, and 
with two he flew. 3 And 

one cried to another 
and said: ‘Holy, 

holy, holy 
is the 

L O R D 
of hosts; the 
whole earth is 
full of His glory!’ 
And the posts of the 
door were shaken by the 
voice of him who cried out, and 
the house was filled with smoke” (Is. 
6:1–4). 

Here the seraphim have one job: Proclaim the 
holiness of God and announce that the earth is full 
of His glory. 

They are next to the Lord. 
They are the ones who told Isaiah whom he 
saw and by extension, who we are reading 

about. 
There is another time when the sera-

phim show and announce the Lord. 
The seraphim show up again 

in Ezekiel’s vision. They 

The Gospel According to the Eagle 

The eagle looks at the 
ministry of Jesus Christ 
different from the lion, 

the calf, or the man 
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are not called seraphim here, but from a third pas-
sage I will show you in a few moments, we know that 
the seraphim of Isaiah 6 are the four living creatures. 
There are four in Ezekiel and four in the Book of Rev-
elation. The ones in Revelation do what the ones in 
Isaiah do. The ones in Ezekiel are the same as the ones 
in Revelation. The ones in Ezekiel do what the ones 
do in Isaiah and Revelation. And the ones in Isaiah 
and Revelation do what the ones in Ezekiel do. And 
what the four living creatures/seraphim do, they do 
in detailed ways in four Books of the Bible, because 
they are those four Books. Those four Books have the 
highest and mightiest job ever. 

What do the seraphim/living creatures do in 
the Book of Ezekiel? “Then I looked, and behold, a 
whirlwind was coming out of the north, a great cloud 
with raging fire engulfing itself; and brightness was 
all around it and radiating out of its midst like the 
color of amber, out of the midst of the fire. Also from 
within it came the likeness of four living creatures. 
And this was their appearance: they had the likeness 
of a man. Each one had four faces, and each one had 
four wings...As for the likeness of their faces, each 
had the face of a man; each of the four had the face of 
a lion on the right side, each of the four had the face 
of an ox on the left side, and each of the four had the 
face of an eagle...And above the firmament over their 
heads was the likeness of a throne, in appearance like 
a sapphire stone; on the likeness of the throne was a 
likeness with the appearance of a man high above it. 
Also from the appearance of His waist and upward I 
saw, as it were, the color of amber with the appear-
ance of fire all around within it; and from the appear-
ance of His waist and downward I saw, as it were, the 
appearance of fire with brightness all around. Like 
the appearance of a rainbow in a cloud on a rainy day, 
so was the appearance of the brightness all around it. 
This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory 
of the LORD.  So when I saw it, I fell on my face, 

and I heard a voice of One speaking” (Ez. 1:4–6, 10, 
26–28). 

The whole chapter shows the work of the four 
living creatures, who carry about the Lord Himself 
throughout the earth. 

Revelation 4 shows the endless nature of their 
work, “Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like 
crystal. And in the midst of the throne, and around 
the throne, were four living creatures full of eyes in 
front and in back. The first living creature was like a 
lion, the second living creature like a calf, the third 
living creature had a face like a man, and the fourth 
living creature was like a flying eagle. The four liv-
ing creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes 
around and within. And they do not rest day or night, 
saying: ‘Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, who 
was and is and is to come!’” (Re. 4:6–8). 

Their work is eternal. They proclaim the Lord on 
earth (Ezekiel) and in heaven (Isaiah and Revelation). 
Moreover, John 12 shows that the One whom Isaiah 
saw was Jesus before He came to the earth. The work 
of the living creatures is to announce things about Je-
sus Christ. How do we know about Jesus Christ? The 
lion, the calf, the man, and the eagle tell us. Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John do precisely what the living 
creatures do. The four living creatures represent the 
Gospel accounts. Learn the Books and you will see 
them come across as these animals. 

John’s Purpose 
In John 20, the eagle revealed his purpose for 

writing, “And truly Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of His disciples, which are not written in this 
book; but these are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing 
you may have life in His name” (Jn. 20:30, 31). 

John selected certain signs. He believed these 
signs were sufficient to persuade people that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God. If we believe that, we will 
have life in His name. 

John Likes Numbers 
The number three 

He shows three Passovers and three other 
feasts Jesus attended. 
John the Baptizer witnesses of Jesus three 
times. 
Jesus is condemned three times. 
Jesus speaks three times from the cross. 
Peter denies Jesus three times. 
Jesus did three things to restore Peter. 
The number seven 

He shows seven miracles during the ministry of 
Christ: 

He turns water into wine. 
He heals a boy. 
He cures a paralytic. 
He feeds five thousand. 
He walks on water. 
He heals a blind man. 
He raises Lazarus from the dead. 

Seven “I am” declarations 
The “I am” pronouncements of Jesus Christ, 

and all that John shows us, answers the question of 
Solomon ages before. In First Kings 8, as Solomon 
dedicated the temple with a magnificent prayer, he 
pondered the size of what he had just built and he 
wondered at the size of God and knew that the God 
who inhabits the heavens could hardly be expected to 
dwell in a puny temple of man. During that prayer, 
the wise man asked a question and he would be 
shocked if he had known the answer, “But will God 

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
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indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the 
heaven of heavens cannot contain You. How much 
less this temple which I have built!” (1Ki. 8:27). 

The Gospel According to John answers yes; yes, 
God will and did indeed dwell on the earth! Do you 
know and understand who Jesus of Nazareth is? 

Listen to the “I am” words, and see the pictures 
Jesus showed of Himself. 

I am the bread of life. 
I am the light of the world. 
I am the door of the sheep. 
I am the good shepherd. 
I am the resurrection and the life. 
I am the way, the truth, and the life. 
I am the true vine. 

So then, as He said to the Jews, “Therefore I said 
to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not 
believe that I am He, you will die in your sins” (Jn. 
8:24). “Jesus said to them, ‘Most assuredly, I say to 
you, before Abraham was, I AM’” (Jn. 8:58). 

Seven witnesses 
The Father 
The Son 
Christ’s works 
The Scriptures 
John the Baptizer 
The disciples 
The Holy Spirit 

The Arrangement of the 
Gospel According to John 

John’s Gospel Account has an arrangement that 
you can see literally. Look at the text. Just gaze at it 
and discover patterns, even highlight words if you 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
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3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

have to. I want show you John 1:1–18 that you might 
be tempted with the rest of the Book. (Leland Ryken, 
Words of Delight, pages 300–303.) 

The first part shows Jesus in the beginning, 

In the beginning was the Word, 
 and the Word was with God, 
 and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. 
(Jn. 1:1, 2) 

John repeated words, “in the beginning,” “the 
Word,” “God,” “the,” and “was.” The second part em-
phasizes that Jesus is the Creator, 

All things were made through Him, 
 and without Him nothing was made that was 

made. 
(Jn. 1:3) 

John used antithetic parallelism or chiasmus. The 
first line is: “All things” then “through Him.” The sec-
ond line is: “Without Him” then “nothing was made 
that was made.” First it is the creation, the Creator, 
then the Creator and the creation. The third part 
shows life emanating from Jesus, 

In Him was life, 
 and the life was the light of men. 
And the light shines in the darkness, 
 and the darkness did not comprehend it. 
(Jn. 1:4, 5) 

John used gradation (Lincoln did the same in The 
Gettysburg Address). Gradation is the last key word 
in a clause becoming the first key word in the next 
clause. The fourth part increases the majesty of Christ 
by showing His forerunner, 

There was a man sent from God, 
 whose name was John. 
This man came for a witness, 
 to bear witness of the Light, 
 that all through him might believe. 
He was not that Light, 
 but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 
(Jn. 1:6–8) 

The imagery of light continues from earlier. The 
presentation of the clauses is like a chant. John used 
repetition again: “witness,” “Light,” sent by God or 
came from God. The fifth part highlights the work 
of the Light, 

That was the true Light which gives light to every 
man 

 coming into the world. 
He was in the world, 
 and the world was made through Him, 
 and the world did not know Him. 
He came to His own, 
 and His own did not receive Him. 
But as many as received Him, 
 to them He gave the right to become children 

of God, 
 to those who believe in His name: 
who were born, 
 not of blood, 
 nor of the will of the flesh, 
 nor of the will of man, 
but of God. 
(Jn. 1:9–13) 

Contrasts filled that section. The sixth part reveals 
God arriving in human flesh, 

And the Word became flesh 
 and dwelt among us, 
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 and we beheld His glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 
 full of grace and truth. 
(Jn. 1:14) 

Suddenly, John reaches to the beginning of his 
work and presents a startling revelation. The seventh 
part presents the witness of the forerunner, 

John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, 
 “This was He of whom I said, 
‘He who comes after me is preferred before me, 
 for He was before me.’” 
(Jn. 1:15) 

Here John used paradox to magnify Jesus Christ. 
Jesus is greater than John the Baptizer in majesty and 
origin. The eighth part amplifies the ministry of Jesus 
beyond all imagination, 

And of His fullness we have all received, 
 and grace for grace. 
For the law was given through Moses, 
 but grace and truth came through Jesus 

Christ. 
No one has seen God at any time. 
 The only begotten Son, 
 who is in the bosom of the Father, 
He has declared Him. 
(Jn. 1:16–18) 

Comparing Jesus with Moses, John exalted Jesus. 
Then John showed a work that only the Son of God 
could do. 

Days and Hours 
Jesus preached, taught, and worked for three and 

a half years. How many things do you do in three and 

a half years at the peak of your energy, youth, and 
career that you love? We know that we say and do 
many things in that amount of time. From what 
we know of Jesus and from all the interpreta-
tions and applications made of the life of Jesus, 
specifically His words and works, we can be-
gin to understand what John said about the 
many things of Jesus and how much paper it 
would take to record it, “And there are also 
many other things that Jesus did, which if 
they were written one by one, I suppose 
that even the world itself could not contain 
the books that would be written. Amen” 
(Jn. 21:25). 

Obviously then, John did not write 
about everything during Jesus’ minis-
try. We know that John selected only 
seven miracles to show 
us, plus 

Christ’s 
resurrection. If the ministry 
of Jesus was exactly three and 
a half years, and I suspect that it 
was, based on the precise calcula-
tions of Daniel 9, then His ministry last-
ed 1260 days, assuming we use the 30-day 
month calendar and year of the Jews. How 
many of those days did John choose? He 
used so few of the days of the ministry of 
Christ, that we can even come close to 
guessing the number of hours John 
showed us! Even more interesting 
is that the days or hours John se-
lected were mostly the ones at the 

end of Jesus’ ministry! Chapters 
13–17 are all one night. 

John is 
an ex-

c i t -
i n g 

Book. Be 
ready to re-

think the way 
you look at 

everything when 
you read it. Be 

r e a d y 

to become a more spiritual per-
son. Be ready to see what is im-

portant to our Teacher and then make the 
same things important to you. 

If you embrace Jesus the way He embrac-
es you as presented in the Gospel According to 

John, you will never be the same. ✞
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If you 
made a clone 

of quietness, you 
would have peace. If you 

cloned quietness again, you 
would get gentleness. If you made a 

double of quietness, you would have the 
life of Christ. There is a time to run, and a time 
to stop running. 

Don’t just do something, stand there! Moses 
told Israel when they came to the Red Sea with 

Pha-
r a o h ’ s 

army at their 
backs, “Stand still, 

and see the salvation of 
the Lord” (Ex. 14:13). 

Israel cried to God. Then it was time 
to be quiet and watch God work. However, 

quietness is not always inactive. 

Quietness Is Loud 
It can be so loud it deafens. Stop the noise. 

Go where no or little noise exists. See how long 
you can stand it, or see if you can ignore it. Qui-
etness demands attention. To say quietness is 
loud is to say less is more. 

The quiet one has serenity and that gets no-

t i c e d . 
People won-

der why that per-
son has calmness, espe-

cially during a time of trouble. 
Consider two examples. When Al-

exander Campbell first attempted to mi-
grate to America, a violent storm interrupted 
his journey, so much so that the ship hit rocks 
and all abroad was chaos. His son-in-law wrote, 
“Among the passengers, however, there was one 
unknown female, who, amidst all the dreadful 
noise and turmoil of the elements and the con-
tagious sympathy of fear, sat quietly by herself, 
nursing her babe. This, under the circumstances, 
appeared to the Campbells very singular, and it 
indicates their comparative calmness that they 
noticed her particularly, as she sat apparently 
unconscious of the raging winds and waves and 
the imminence of the danger, sheltering, as best 
she could, her helpless infant” (Memoirs of Al-
exander Campbell, Volume 1, p. 102). 

Fear and terror struck the other passengers, 
but this woman had peace and quietness in her 
spirit. A quiet life does not worry. A quiet spirit 
does not fear. 

Mark 4 shows the disciples of Jesus noticing 
His quiet life when, just like the Campbell fam-

A Quiet Life 
Do you think about leading a quiet life? 

By Don Ruhl 
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ily and that woman, He had peace on a boat 
during a storm, “Now when they had left the 
multitude, they took Him along in the boat as 
He was. And other little boats were also with 
Him. And a great windstorm arose, and the 
waves beat into the boat, so that it was already 
filling. But He was in the stern, asleep on a pil-
low. And they awoke Him and said to Him, 
‘Teacher, do You not care that we are perish-
ing?’ Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and 
said to the sea, ‘Peace, be still!’ And the wind 
ceased and there was a great calm. But He said 
to them, ‘Why are you so fearful? How is it that 
you have no faith?’” (Mk. 4:36–40). 

He had quietness. They had fear. He had 
faith. They had doubt. Therefore, have faith so 
you can be bold and then you shall live the qui-
et life. 

Proverbs 17 implies that quietness is con-
tentment. If a spirit is content, there is no need 
for a troubled spirit. “Better is a dry morsel with 
quietness, than a house full of feasting with 
strife” (Pr. 17:1). 

He who has quietness with only a dry morsel 
gets noticed. People wonder how such a person 
can have quietness instead of frustration and 
anger at the world for not giving him more. 

Solomon said again, this time in Ecclesiastes 
9, to consider the quietness of the wise person. 
He lets his wisdom do the speaking, because 
He knows that power comes from truth, not 
from the delivery of truth. “Words of the wise, 
spoken quietly, should be heard rather than the 
shout of a ruler of fools” (Ec. 9:17). 

Quietness Is Not 
Laziness 

First Thessalonians 4 associates the quiet 
life with the right kind of activity. Those who do 
what Paul wrote here are not lazy, but they are 
the true workers, “But concerning brotherly love 
you have no need that I should write to you, 
for you yourselves are taught by God to love 
one another; and indeed you do so toward all 
the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we 
urge you, brethren, that you increase more and 
more; that you also aspire to lead a quiet life, 
to mind your own business, and to work with 
your own hands, as we commanded you, that 
you may walk properly toward those who are 
outside, and that you may lack nothing” (1Th. 
4:9–12). 

Nothing surpasses the work of love. Yet, he 
who leads a quiet Christian life loves. Therefore, 
nothing surpasses the quiet working life of love. 
Quietness is not laziness. Quietness is not the 
life of a coward. Jesus led a quiet life. Yet, He 
worked endlessly and feared no one. 

Paul taught in First Timothy 2 that we ought 
to pray for our political leaders. Why do we pray 
for them? Is it that we might lead a fun life, filled 
with wealth when we retire? We pray for our 
leaders that we may have a quiet life, but that is 
not all. Prayer in this case is a means to an end. 
However, a quiet life is not the end either, but 
another link in the chain of means, “Therefore 
I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for 
all men, for kings and all who are in author-

ity, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life 
in all godliness and reverence. For this is good 
and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 
who desires all men to be saved and to come 
to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one 
God and one Mediator between God and men, 
the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ran-
som for all, to be testified in due time, for which 
I was appointed a preacher and an apostle—I 
am speaking the truth in Christ and not lying—a 
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth” (1Ti. 
2:1–7). 

We pray for all of our society, especially our 
leaders, that we may have a quiet life, because 
it creates a better atmosphere for us to teach all 
people! 

Quietness Changed the 
World 

The quiet life of Jesus Christ made a differ-
ence beyond our ability to comprehend. What 
did He do for the first 30 years of His life? He 
built things with wood. We know nothing else of 
what He did, except for some events surround-
ing His birth, and a journey His family made to 
Jerusalem when He was 12. 

Think about this from John 1. When Jesus 
finally began His ministry at the age of 30, the 
reaction shows that He had lived a quiet life. 
Listen to the response from people living out-
side Nazareth. “The following day Jesus wanted 
to go to Galilee, and He found Philip and said 
to him, ‘Follow Me.’ Now Philip was from Beth-
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saida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found 
Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the 
prophets, wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 
Joseph.’ And Nathanael said to him, ‘Can any-
thing good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said 
to him, ‘Come and see’” (Jn. 1:43–46). That’s in-
teresting. Jesus had not been doing something 
to make Himself noticed so that the reaction 
would have been, “Oh, we are not surprised. 
We have been hearing of some wonderful things 
coming out of Nazareth!” 

Jesus had lived such a quiet life that when 
He finally began His ministry at the age of 30, 
the reaction of His hometown shows that He 
had lived a quiet life. Listen to the response 
from people living inside Nazareth. “Then He 
went out from there and came to His own coun-
try, and His disciples followed Him. And when 
the Sabbath had come, He began to teach in 
the synagogue. And many hearing Him were as-
tonished, saying, ‘Where did this Man get these 
things? And what wisdom is this which is given 
to Him, that such mighty works are performed 
by His hands! Is this not the carpenter, the Son 
of Mary, and brother of James, Joses, Judas, and 
Simon? And are not His sisters here with us?’ So 
they were offended at Him” (Mk. 6:1–3). Even 
the people who knew Him, refused to believe 
He was teaching such wonderful things. 

Yes, eventually the world came to know Je-
sus, but not because He made Himself known 
through a noisy ministry. He did not go around 
bragging of Himself. He did not dance in the 
end zone. Muhammad Ali boasted that he was 
the greatest, but look at him now. Jesus said 
nothing of that nature, but look at Him now on 
the throne of heaven! 

Mark 1 records the beginning of the ministry 
of Jesus. He entered a synagogue and taught. 
A man appeared with an unclean spirit. Lis-
ten to the demon’s confession, but also listen 
to what Jesus told the demon. “Then they went 
into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sab-
bath He entered the synagogue and taught. And 
they were astonished at His teaching, for He 
taught them as one having authority, and not as 
the scribes. Now there was a man in their syna-
gogue with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 
saying, ‘Let us alone! What have we to do with 
You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to de-
stroy us? I know who You are—the Holy One of 
God!’ But Jesus rebuked him, saying, ‘Be quiet, 
and come out of him!’” (Mk. 1:21–25). 

Why did Jesus silence the demon rather than 
using his confession to show the truth of Jesus? 
Mark’s Account of the Gospel of Christ shows 
that Jesus continued to operate this way. “Then 
He commanded them that they should tell no 
one; but the more He commanded them, the 
more widely they proclaimed it” (Mk. 7:36). 
“Then He strictly warned them that they should 
tell no one about Him” (Mk. 8:30). “Now as 
they came down from the mountain, He com-
manded them that they should tell no one the 
things they had seen, till the Son of Man had 
risen from the dead” (Mk. 9:9). 

Jesus looked not for fame and fortune. He 
cared not for His own good, but glorified God 
and helped people. That is the quiet life. 

Matthew 12 reveals that the behavior of Je-
sus in those last three passages from Mark ful-
filled prophecy concerning the nature of the 
Servant of God. Look at Jesus in operation, then 
hear the prophecy and hear it speak of a quiet 

life, “But when Jesus knew it, He withdrew from 
there. And great multitudes followed Him, and 
He healed them all. Yet He warned them not to 
make Him known, 17 that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, say-
ing: ‘Behold! My Servant whom I have chosen, 
My Beloved in whom My soul is well pleased! 
I will put My Spirit upon Him, and He will de-
clare justice to the Gentiles. He will not quarrel 
nor cry out, nor will anyone hear His voice in 
the streets. A bruised reed He will not break, 
and smoking flax He will not quench, till He 
sends forth justice to victory; and in His name 
Gentiles will trust’” (Mt. 12:15–21). 

He led the quiet life, but the prophecy also 
said, His quietness remains until “He sends forth 
justice to victory.” 

In the Book of Revelation John revealed, 
while Jesus is a Lamb, He is also a Lion. The 
Book of Revelation pictures Him fighting war in 
chapter 19. 

Do not mistake His quiet life for the feeble 
life or the weak life or the pushover life. He lived 
a quiet life because He knew the truth, He lived 
the truth, He knew what He would do, and He 
knows what He will do. 

He is not frustrated. He is calm in His spirit 
as He awaits the Judgment Day. 

Only those who know and live the truth as 
He did can have calm spirits now as they await 
that glorious day. 

Are you leading the quiet life that First Thes-
salonians 4 says we should aspire to? ✞
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Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php

John, The Gospel According to the Eagle 

�editating on the 
�ook of 

�ohn
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Aug 1 John 3:13–17 
Salvation, Not Condemnation 
13–17 “No one has ascended to heaven but He 

who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of 
Man who is in heaven…” Hopefully, after this, they 
liked the journey and the bread, “So the LORD 
sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit 
the people; and many of the people of Israel died” 
(Nu. 21:6). After this, the people realized that they 
had sinned. They confessed their exact sin and re-
quested that Moses pray for them, that the Lord 
take away the fiery serpents. Moses did as they 
asked. “Therefore the people came to Moses, 
and said, ‘We have sinned, for we have spoken 
against the LORD and against you; pray to the 
LORD that He take away the serpents from us.’ 
So Moses prayed for the people” (Nu. 21:7). 
The Lord heard the prayer and told Moses what 
he needed to do for the people and what they 
needed to do. “Then the LORD said to Moses, 
‘Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and 
it shall be that everyone who is bitten, when he 
looks at it, shall live.’ So Moses made a bronze 
serpent, and put it on a pole; and so it was, if a 
serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked at 
the bronze serpent, he lived” (Nu. 21:8, 9). 

Aug 2 John 3:13–17 
Salvation, Not Condemnation 
13–17 “No one has ascended to heaven but He 

who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of 
Man who is in heaven…” Jesus told Nicodemus that 
what Moses had to do with that bronze serpent, so 
the Son of Man had to be like that bronze serpent. 
We sin. When we realize we have sinned, we must 
acknowledge what we have done. How can we be 

saved from a fate worse than fiery serpents, if we will 
not even come to understand that we have a serious 
problem? We run to the cure, because we know we 
have a problem. Even as Israel looked to the serpent, 
so we can look to the One lifted up and be saved. If 
you look to, or rather believe in, that Son of Man, 
you should not perish, but have eternal life. 

Aug 3 John 3:13–17 
Salvation, Not Condemnation 
13–17 “No one has ascended to heaven but He 

who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of 

Man who is in heaven…” Jesus continued to teach 
Nicodemus that God loves the world even as He 
loved Israel during the days of Moses. To show that 
love, even as Moses gave that serpent on a pole, so 
God would give His only begotten Son on a pole, so 
to speak, that if anyone, Israel or otherwise, believes 
in Him, they should not perish, but have eternal 
life. Nicodemus, we are not talking about living on 
the earth. We are not reborn of our mothers, but we 
are baptized in water and we are born of the Spirit. 

Then we can see and enter the Kingdom of God and 
live with Him forever. The proof of that is that God 
did not send His Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but God sent His Son to save the world. 
Why would God send His Son into the world, allow 
Him to be nailed to a Roman crucifixion cross, but 
be determined to condemn the world? The Father 
gave His Son to suffer such pain to save the world. 
Look to Jesus and believe. Be born of the water and 
the Spirit and you shall be saved, not from fiery ser-
pents, but from a fiery hell. Next, in verse 18, Jesus 
will explain why God did not send His Son to con-

demn the world. 

Aug 4 John 3:18 
Those Already Condemned 

18 “He who believes in Him is not con-
demned; but he who does not believe is con-
demned already…” Without the Son, the world 
is already condemned. Therefore, God did not 
need to send His Son to condemn the world. 
He wanted to save the world from condemna-
tion. If you believe in Jesus, you are not con-
demned. If you do not believe, you are already 
condemned. You have rejected God’s greatest 
gift and He rejects you. 

Aug 5 John 3:19–21 
The Light and the Darkness 
19–21 “And this is the condemnation, that 

the light has come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were 
evil…” Here is the condemnation of which Jesus 
spoke. The Light came into the world, but men did 
not love the Light, rather they loved the darkness. 
They loved the darkness and hated the Light, be-
cause their works were evil. Their lives were com-

John 3.16–21 
Fear Removed

Fear Removed
It was God who so loved that He gave
The Lord Jesus this sinner to save.
Held secure by the Son,
I’m not under the gun.
Christ removed all my fear of the grave.
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patible with the darkness and they liked it that way. 
He who practices evil and has no intention of stop-
ping hates that which exposes him. Therefore, he 
does not approach the Light, because he does not 
want to be exposed. He does not want his true na-
ture revealed. However, he who does the truth does 
not fear the Light. He has nothing of which to be 
ashamed. He does not fear others, even God, seeing 
his works, because they have been done in God. You 
know if you are in the Light or the darkness by how 
you respond to the light of God’s word. God loves 
you. Come out of the darkness and enter the Light 
by being baptized in water and you shall then 
be re-born in the Spirit. 

Jesus Increases As We 
Decrease 

Jesus Is Above All 
Aug 6 John 3:22–36 

What does the best man do at a wedding? 
Does he attract attention to himself? No, he 
does everything for the groom. The wedding is 
all about the bride and groom. The best man 
does what he can to magnify the two lovers. 

John the Baptizer was the best man to the 
Groom. When the Groom started gathering 
His bride to himself, John rejoiced. We shall see 
John doing his part for the Groom, who is Jesus, 
and for the bride, which is the church, you and me! 

Aug 7 John 3:22–24 
Baptizing 

22–24 After these things Jesus and His disciples 
came into the land of Judea, and there He remained 
with them and baptized… Jesus and His disciples 
had traveled to Jerusalem. While there, He drove 

the merchandizers from the temple grounds and 
had a discussion with a Pharisee. After that, He was 
on the move again. He left Jerusalem and went into 
the land of Judea. That would be like saying we left 
our city and went into the county or another part 
of the state. He remained in the land of Judea and 
started baptizing. His movement was growing. John 
the Baptizer was along the Jordan River somewhere 
between the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea, baptiz-
ing there because there was plenty of water, because 
baptism is immersion in water. You cannot baptize 
people in a cupful of water. Jesus and His disciples 

went to John and were baptized. These things hap-
pened before they threw John into prison. Herod 
threw John into prison because John had told Herod 
that he broke God’s law by marrying his sister-in-
law. John was popular but one man and his woman 
stopped the work of God’s man. 

Aug 8 John 3:25, 26 
Jesus’ Popularity Grew 

25, 26 Then there arose a dispute between some 

of John’s disciples and the Jews about purification… 
In the context of baptism, this dispute must have 
been about baptism and purification. Perhaps the 
dispute was over whether the two have a connec-
tion. People still dispute that today. Some say bap-
tism has nothing to do with purification and others 
say it does. What does the Bible say? Did John or 
Jesus make a connection between the two? Luke 3 
answers the question for us. There was a connection 
between John’s baptism and purification and the 
same connection remains with the baptism of Jesus, 
“And he went into all the region around the Jordan, 

preaching a baptism of repentance for the re-
mission of sins” (Luk 3.3). If someone rejected 
the baptism of John, that person’s sin remained 
upon him. Acts 2 shows the same connection 
for baptism in Jesus, “Repent, and let every one 
of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins; and you shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Act 2.38). Have 
you been baptized? 

Aug 9 John 3:25, 26 
Jesus’ Popularity Grew 

25, 26 Then there arose a dispute between 
some of John’s disciples and the Jews about pu-
rification… John’s disciples and the Jews ap-

proached John, reporting on the popularity of Jesus. 
They said that Jesus also baptized and that all were 
going to Him. The numbers tipped in favor of Jesus. 
What would happen to John and his movement? 
Jesus did the same thing as John and gathered larger 
crowds. Yet, John’s disciples confessed that John had 
testified of Jesus. They showed that what John con-
fessed about this Man held true in that everyone was 
going to Him. He is the Lamb of God, all should go 
to Him. Have you gone to Jesus? Do you know who 

John 3.22–30
The Baptizer

Why Not Jesus?
Folks from ev’rywhere, being baptized,
Mostly those who had been circumcised.
After all’s said and done,
Jesus baptized not one.
Inappropriate, He realized.
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He is? If you knew who baptized in those days, you 
would want to have the same baptism. Yes, you can 
have the baptism of Christ, for it is not having Him 
take your body and submerge it, anyone can do that 
for Him, but as someone baptizes you He cleanses 
your spirit. Do you want to be purified? Be baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Aug 10 John 3:27–36 
Jesus Must Increase 

27–36 …He must increase, but I must decrease… 
Did you hear the preaching of John the Baptizer? 
Later, found in Luke 7, Jesus made a spectacu-
lar confession about John. Jesus praised John 
higher than all the prophets. After hearing what 
John had said in the text we have just read, I 
am not surprised to hear Jesus say, “For I say to 
you, among those born of women there is not a 
greater prophet than John the Baptist…” (Luk 
7.28). John was the greatest prophet because he 
paved the way for God to be among His people. 
John could not magnify himself. He could only 
exalt the Lord. John 3:30 epitomized the re-
sponse of John because it epitomized the life of 
John, “He must increase, but I must decrease” 
(Joh 3.30). May we all have the spirit of John 
that Jesus might exalt us as He did John. If Jesus 
is all that chapter 1 said that He is, then, yes, He 
must increase; all others must decrease. 

In the beginning was the Word, 
 and the Word was with God, 
 and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. 
All things were made through Him, 
 and without Him nothing was made that 

was made. 

In Him was life, 
 and the life was the light of men. 
(Joh 1.1–4) 

Aug 11 John 3:27–36 
Jesus Must Increase 

27–36 …He must increase, but I must de-
crease… Verse 27 – A man can receive nothing un-
less it has been given to him from heaven. Whatever 
Jesus had and whatever He was, it came, He came, 
from heaven. Jesus is not of the earth. 

Verse 28 – John affirmed his previous witness. 
John was not the Christ, but was sent before Him. 
John 1 showed the plain words of John. He did not 
want anyone thinking he was the Christ. Yet, John 
wanted all to know that he had a connection to the 
Christ (Joh 1.19–23). Therefore, when John’s dis-
ciples reported to him on the progress of Jesus, John 
did not wince, but gave the splendid response we 
read. John prepared the way of the Lord, so that the 
Lord could go to the people and the people could go 

to the Lord. John succeeded at his work. May God 
bless every preacher with such success! 

John 3:27–36 
Aug 12 Jesus Must Increase 

27–36 …He must increase, but I must de-
crease… Verse 29 – John was merely the friend of 
the bridegroom. John was not the bridegroom. John 
did not have the bride. He did not seek a following, 
but sought a following for bridegroom. The bride is 
the church and the church is the people. The people 
were gathering to the bridegroom, which was the 

doing of the friend. Therefore, John rejoiced 
greatly that the bridegroom had arrived. John 
wanted nothing more. 

Verse 30 – Jesus had to increase in popu-
larity, which meant that John had to decrease 
in popularity. John 1:37 is the greatest com-
mentary on the work of a preacher, “The two 
disciples heard him speak, and they followed 
Jesus” (Joh 1.37). That happened because of 
what the previous verse said. The greatest thing 
a preacher can say, John said, “And looking at 
Jesus as He walked, he said, ‘Behold the Lamb 
of God!’” (Joh 1.36). John 3:30 shows such 
great preaching comes from a great attitude, 
“He must increase, but I must decrease” (Joh. 

3.30). 
Verse 31 – Jesus is above all, but John was only 

of the earth. Jesus is everything. He is of heaven. 
The Book of Hebrews says: He is above prophets. 
He is above angels. He is above Moses. He is above 
Joshua. He is above Aaron. He is above everyone 
and everything. Make Jesus above all in your heart 
and He will ask you to join Him, exalting you above 
all. 

John 3.31–36
Jesus Christ, Defined

Correct Protocol
He who comes down from heav’n’s above all.
When received (using right protocol)
New believer gets Life.
Others find only strife.
Wrath of God upon doubters will fall.
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Aug 13 John 3:27–36 
Jesus Must Increase 

27–36 …He must increase, but I must de-
crease… Verses 32–34 – Jesus had testified, but 
some people were not receiving His testimony. All 
were going to Him, but how many truly heard and 
received the things that Jesus spoke? John said that 
those who did receive the testimony of Jesus showed 
God to be true. Rejecting the teachings of Jesus im-
plies that God is false. John said that Jesus spoke by 
the Spirit of God, because Jesus had the full measure 
of the Spirit. Therefore, Jesus spoke the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 

Verse 35 – The Father loves the Son, giving 
Him all things. All people went to Him. How 
can any preacher speak badly of that? Shall we 
not love the Son as the Father loves the Son? If 
we do, we give Him our all. 

Verse 36 – These things being true, believ-
ing in the Son brings eternal life, but not be-
lieving Him, that person shall not see life, but 
has the wrath of God. Do you not want to live 
forever? The way is easy. The burden is light. 
Are you ready to take the necessary steps? If you 
believe in Jesus as the Son of God, you have al-
ready completed the first step. Now, submit to 
what those people in the land of Judea submitted. 
They were baptized. 

Do You Know the Gift of God? 
If we knew God’s gift, we would 

ask God for it 
Aug 14 John 4:1–26 

If the Lord became a man and approached you 
with a request, what would it be? What do I have 

that I could give to the Lord? What if He merely 
said, “Give Me a drink?” 

That happened to a woman. One day there 
stood before her One whom she did not know. She 
did not recognize the Lord by His appearance that 
day. Nothing that she could see indicated who asked 
her for a drink of water. Only the knowledge that 
flowed from His words revealed His identity. The 
Lord loves the whole world, but He took time for a 
conversation with one woman. The Lord was in the 
flesh and people flocked to Him, but He could take 
the time to be with one person. At the same time, 

His enemies heard of His popularity in the land of 
Judea. So then, here is what happened next. 

Aug 15 John 4:1–6 
Jesus Avoided the Pharisees For 

Now 
1–6 Therefore, when the Lord knew that the 

Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized 
more disciples than John… It was time to leave the 

land of Judea, because Jesus’ popularity meant that 
the Pharisees, a powerful and influential sect of the 
Jews, would have Him in their sights. They were in 
charge. People went to them. The Pharisees did not 
take His popularity as John the Baptizer did, but 
they were enraged and sought to kill Him. As Je-
sus had said to His mother at the wedding in Cana 
of Galilee (chapter 2), His hour had not yet come. 
Therefore, He left Judea and returned to Galilee, 
not out of fear of the Pharisees, but out of the prop-
er timing. When the time arrived, He would enter 
the stronghold of the Pharisees, knowing that they 

would kill Him. Jesus was in control. 

Aug 16 John 4:1–6 
Jesus Avoided the Pharisees 

For Now 
1–6 Therefore, when the Lord knew that 

the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and 
baptized more disciples than John… Note that 
John the apostle said Jesus personally did not 
do the baptizing, but His disciples did it. Who 
takes your body and plunges it under the water 
does not matter. Also, those personally baptized 
by Jesus might think their baptism better than 
that of others. First Corinthians 1 shows that 
Paul had that concern about doing the bap-

tizing. For the most part, he left the baptizing to 
others, “I thank God that I baptized none of you 
except Crispus and Gaius, lest anyone should say 
that I had baptized in my own name. Yes, I also bap-
tized the household of Stephanas. Besides, I do not 
know whether I baptized any other. For Christ did 
not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, 
not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ 
should be made of no effect” (1Co 1.14–17). Your 

John 4.1–30
Jesus and Samaritan Woman

Outcast In
Jesus rested at Jacob’s old well.
Asked for drink from Samaritan belle.
She said, “Jew, ask of me?”
Jesus said, “I am He.”
She went home with some good news to tell.
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baptism is as valid as those of the first century. Je-
sus choose to travel through the region of Samaria, 
stopping at a city called Sychar. This was close to 
the land that Jacob gave to Joseph. He stopped there 
because Jacob’s well was there and He was tired from 
traveling and wanted a drink of water. 

Aug 17 John 4:7–10 
Getting Water From a Thirsty Man 

7–10 A woman of Samaria came to draw water. 
Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.”… The Son of 
God asked a woman for a drink of water. His dis-
ciples were buying food in Sychar, which was why 
He only asked for a drink for Himself. While Jews 
typically did not deal with Samaritans, the disciples 
of Jesus already had His spirit and they dealt with 
Samaritans, although Peter had some problems of 
dealing with Gentiles later. Knowing that Jews re-
jected Samaritans because their forefathers had mar-
ried women from other nations, she questioned Him 
for asking of her a drink. Not only that, but Jewish 
men did not talk with Samaritan women. She must 
have known He was a Jew by His accent. Intrigu-
ingly, Jesus did not deal with the Jewish/Samaritan 
problem, even as He did not address the issue of 
being a teacher come from God and the miracles 
He performed that Nicodemus had brought up. As 
a true teacher of God, Jesus addressed the needs of 
His students, even if they did not know they were 
His students and even if they did not know what 
their needs were! Nicodemus needed to enter the 
Kingdom of God by being born again. The Samari-
tan woman needed something for her soul. Jesus 
raised the conversation to a higher plane, just as He 
did with Nicodemus. She needed to know the gift 
of God. She needed to know who made the request 
for a drink. She needed to ask for living water from 

Him. He is the Great Teacher who can reveal all that 
she needed to know. Jesus went to the right person. 
It was right for this Jew to talk to this Samaritan. 
Her heart was right; it just needed instruction. 

Aug 18 John 4:11–15 
Could the Thirsty Man Be 

Greater Than Jacob? 
11–15 The woman said to Him, “Sir, You have 

nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. Where 
then do You get that living water? Are You great-
er than our father Jacob, who gave us the well… 
Where could He get living water? The well was deep 
and He had nothing to draw out water with. Did 
He have another source for living water? Jacob dug 
this well. Yet, Jesus indicated that He had better wa-
ter. Could this stranger be greater than Jacob? Jesus 
is not only greater than Jacob; Jesus is greater than 
Jacob’s grandfather. Jacob’s water only quenched 
thirst temporarily. The water from that well was like 
fresh water elsewhere on earth. It was two hydrogen 
atoms hanging out with one oxygen atom that the 
body, not the spirit, of a human uses. She had for-
gotten Isaiah 55, unless she interpreted it as water 
for the body. Even today people interpret the spiri-
tual teachings of the Bible as materialistic things. 

“Ho! Everyone who thirsts, 
Come to the waters; 
And you who have no money, 
Come, buy and eat. 
Yes, come, buy wine and milk 
Without money and without price.” 
(Is. 55:1) 

Aug 19 John 4:11–15 
Could the Thirsty Man Be 

Greater Than Jacob? 
11–15 The woman said to Him, “Sir, You have 

nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. Where 
then do You get that living water? Are You greater 
than our father Jacob, who gave us the well… Con-
trary to the water from Jacob’s well, the water from 
this stranger quenched thirst permanently. If you 
drink the living water from Jesus, you will never 
need another source of water, because the water will 
become within you a fountain of water, springing up 
into everlasting life, which is why it is living water. 
That sounded wonderful to the Samaritan woman, 
who wanted that water for two reasons. First, that 
she might not thirst again. Second, that she might 
not go to Jacob’s well again. Getting water was a 
chore. While some buildings in the Roman Empire 
had a measure of indoor plumbing, her home did 
not. She had to carry a container to the well, and 
either go down into the well or lower a bucket into 
it, and then pour the water into the container she 
brought and carry it back home. How much water 
could she carry each time? How far away was her 
home? 

Aug 20 John 4:16–18 
He Knows Everything 

16–18 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, 
and come here.” The woman answered and said, “I 
have no husband.”… Jesus was ready to give her the 
water. He had more to reveal to her about Him-
self. She needed to understand who spoke to her. 
Therefore, He presented another request for which 
He knew the answer. God often asks questions of 
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us to which He knows the answers. He wants to 
show us that He knows and has all the answers. She 
needed to know how much greater than Jacob He 
was. Even as we want others to travel with us on our 
spiritual journeys, so Jesus wanted her to see that 
others should accompany her. He asked for her hus-
band, knowing she had no husband, which would 
enable Jesus to reveal details about her life that only 
a teacher come from God could know. The woman 
spoke truthfully to this stranger, confessing that she 
had no husband. Was she prepared for what Jesus 
was about to say? What happened inside her when 
He revealed that He knew the man she currently 
lived with was not her husband and that she had five 
previous husbands? 

Aug 21 John 4:19–24 
From Water to Worship 

19–24 The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive 
that You are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this 
mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the 
place where one ought to worship.”… She decided 
to join Jesus on the higher plane. She shifted from 
needs of the body to needs of the spirit, but she still 
restricted herself to earthly thinking, believing that 
a need of the spirit was fulfilled in a place on earth. 
She was climbing from earthly thinking to heavenly 
thinking. She knew that He had to be a prophet. 
She knew He was a spiritual man. Therefore, she 
engaged Him in a running debate about the prop-
er place of worship. He announced that the hour 
was arriving, and truly it had arrived, when wor-
ship would not be restricted to a place. Worship has 
to be based on knowledge. The Samaritans did not 
know what they worshiped. They had the right idea, 
although it was not fully directed by the knowledge 
of Scripture. The Jews knew what they worshiped. 

They had the right idea, and it was guided by the 
knowledge of the Scriptures. Therefore, salvation 
comes from the Jews. The Father sought people to 
worship Him in Spirit and in truth, because He is 
Spirit. Jesus tied together knowledge, worship, and 
salvation. If our worship is not in spirit and in truth, 
we are not saved. 

Aug 22 John 4:25, 26 
He Is the Messiah 

25, 26 The woman said to Him, “I know that 
Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When 
He comes…” The woman climbed to a higher plane 
yet. She climbed higher than Nicodemus did. She 
did not disagree with anything Jesus said. She was 
not gullible, because He had demonstrated that He 
spoke the truth. She seemed to know that He was 
greater than a prophet, even greater than Jacob. 
Was He the Messiah? She knew He was coming. 
She knew that much about Scripture. She knew He 
would tell them all things, just as Jesus had done in 
a few words. What happened inside her when she 
heard Him acknowledge that He was the Messiah? 
She knew it was not an arrogant claim or the claim 
of an impostor, because He had said enough for her 
to know that He spoke the truth. Therefore, when 
He said, “I who speak to you am He,” she knew 
it was true. She knew the Messiah of the prophets 
stood before her! In Matthew 10 Jesus made prom-
ises that this woman did not know. By her kind-
ness and receptivity to Jesus she prepared herself 
to receive great rewards from these promises (Mt. 
10:40–42). In addition to that, Hebrews 13 gives 
this encouragement, “Do not forget to entertain 
strangers, for by so doing some have unwittingly 
entertained angels” (Heb 13.2). 

God’s Will Is Food 
Doing the will of God is food for 

the spirit 
Aug 23 John 4.27–54 

Which comes first to me? The will and work of 
God or my food? Which one wins in my mind, my 
heart, my life? If I have to choose between God’s 
will and work and my food, which one should come 
first? “Our Father in heaven, in the name of Jesus, 
give us the zeal of Jesus, that we may see your will 
and work as food for our spirits and for our lives.” 

As newborn babes, can we hunger and thirst for 
the will and work of God more than we do our daily 
food? Jesus labored to get people to see the world of 
the spirit. He wanted Nicodemus to see being born 
of the spirit over being born of the flesh. He wanted 
the Samaritan woman to see water for the spirit over 
water for the body. Then He wanted His own dis-
ciples to see the will and work of God as their food. 
Nicodemus did not know about being born of the 
spirit. The Samaritan woman did not know about 
water for the spirit. And the disciples did not know 
about food for the spirit. 

Aug 24 John 4.27 
Jesus Talked With a Woman 

27 And at this point His disciples came, and 
they marveled that He talked with a woman… The 
disciples had the spirit of Jesus by dealing with the 
Samaritans in town, but they did not quite have His 
spirit in dealing with women, or at least talking to a 
woman alone. Yet, they did not challenge Him, not 
asking what He was seeking from her or why He 
would even talk to her. Did they marvel because He 
talked with a Samaritan woman? Whatever it was, 
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Jesus rocked their world. He shook up the world of 
Nicodemus. He shook up the world of the Samari-
tan woman. He shook up the world of the disciples. 
Has He shaken up your world yet? We like the way 
things are, then He enters and stirs things up, not 
for the sake of changing things, but to bring things 
in harmony with the will of God. Do you think of 
this world all the time? If so, be prepared, Jesus will 
rock your world. 

Aug 25 John 4.28–30 
The Woman Talked With Other 

Men 
28–30 The woman then left her water-

pot, went her way into the city, and said to 
the men… Excitedly, she left her waterpot, no 
doubt running back to the city, telling the (men 
or people?) her discovery. She was like Andrew 
(1.41). She was like Philip (1.45). When you 
make a spiritual discovery, your joy smothers 
material concerns. What did she say? She had 
met a Man who revealed her life to her. She 
took that, compared it with the Scripture and 
concluded that He was the Christ. The people 
did not brush her off, but went to investigate 
her claim. They received her word with all read-
iness, searching from the Author of Scripture 
whether these things were so. 

Aug 26 John 4.31–34 
Jesus Talked to His Men of the 

True Food 
31–34 In the meantime His disciples urged Him, 

saying, “Rabbi, eat.” But He said to them, “I have 
food to eat of which you do not know.” Therefore the 
disciples said to one another… While a huge discov-

ery and evangelism effort was happening by an un-
trained evangelist, the trained evangelists thought of 
eating. Jesus said nothing to them of His conversa-
tion with the woman, even knowing what they had 
thought about His talking with a Samaritan wom-
an. Jesus started a conversation with the woman by 
referencing water for the body, but He later turned 
it into water for her spirit. Here the disciples began 
a conversation about food, but He turned it into a 
matter of the spirit. They needed to see that doing 
the will of God and finishing His work is like eat-
ing food, then again it is greater than eating food, 

because at that moment Jesus placed God’s will and 
work above His own need for food. Job, in chapter 
23, had the spirit of Jesus, 

“I have not departed from the commandment 
of His lips; 

I have treasured the words of His mouth 
More than my necessary food.” 
(Job 23.12) 

Aug 27 John 4.31–34 
Jesus Talked to His Men of the 

True Food 
31–34 In the meantime His disciples urged Him, 

saying, “Rabbi, eat.” But He said to them, “I have 
food to eat of which you do not know.” Therefore the 
disciples said to one another… Did Jesus truly place 
doing the will and work of God above eating? Mat-
thew 4 shows that He did. Jesus fasted forty days 
and forty nights. Afterwards He was hungry. Watch 
what happened next, “Now when the tempter came 

to Him, he said, ‘If You are the Son of God, 
command that these stones become bread’” 
(Mat 4.3). What would you have said to that? 
“He answered and said, ‘It is written, “Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceeds from the mouth of God”’” (Mat 
4.4). You have missed meals before because 
you were deeply engaged in something. You go 
without food 12 to 14 hours straight everyday, 
from dinner to breakfast the next morning. You 
do it because sleeping is more important for the 
moment. The will and work of God surpasses 
eating always. We even eat for the glory of God, 
and for the glory of God we eat, that our bod-
ies might be nourished for serving our King. 

For Jesus it was: God’s will. Nothing more. Nothing 
less. What exactly was God’s will and work that Jesus 
needed to be thinking about and doing even above 
thinking about His food? Jesus showed His disciples 
next. The disciples were like Nicodemus and the Sa-
maritan woman. Nicodemus did not know of the 
new birth. The Samaritan woman did not know of 
the water Jesus had. The disciples did not yet know 
fully about doing the will and work of God and the 
all-consuming nature of those things. 

John 4.31–38
Plowman Overtakes Reaper

It’s Already Too Late
One man sows while another man reaps.
Others labor while you collect heaps.
Don’t say “I want to wait.”
It’s already too late.
In the midst of all this the Lord keeps.
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Aug 28 John 4:35–38 
Look at the Harvest 

35–38 Do you not say, “There are still four 
months and then comes the harvest’? Behold, I say to 
you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields…” Using 
food imagery, the very thing the disciples had on 
their minds, Jesus spoke of the harvest. There was a 
harvest that waited for them. Who would let a grain 
harvest go without picking? What would a farmer 
think and do, if he prepared the soil, planted the 
seed, watered and fertilized it, hired workers at the 
right time, but they wanted to go on vacation 
or eat last year’s harvest? The disciples did not 
have four months, the fields were ready right 
then. He spoke of harvesting fruit for eternal 
life! Others labored before them, and it was 
time for the disciples to start looking at that 
harvest. Patriarchs, prophets, and priests la-
bored before the disciples. Without the work 
of the patriarchs, prophets, and priests, the dis-
ciples would have nothing to harvest. Without 
the disciples harvesting the work, they would 
make in vain the work of the patriarchs, proph-
ets, and priests. Who has worked before us, 
preparing the fields for us? They never saw the 
harvest. For whom are we preparing the fields? 
We will do work for which others will reap. 

Aug 29 John 4.39–42 
The Samaritans Believed in Jesus 

39–42 And many of the Samaritans of that city 
believed in Him because of the word of the wom-
an who testified, “He told me all that I ever did.” 
So when the Samaritans had come to Him, they 
urged Him to stay with them… This unlikely wom-
an evangelized in ways she never anticipated. She 

could have excused herself endlessly, saying, “Who 
would listen to me?” or “I am just a woman” and 
other excuses. However, she believed, and therefore 
she spoke (2Co 4.13). She could not but speak the 
things which she had seen and heard (Ac 4.20). She 
did not need endless training and seminars. She just 
spoke what she knew and changed her town. The Sa-
maritans showed Jesus the lost art of hospitality, but 
they were the ones who gained. By doing that, they 
heard from Jesus Himself. The Samaritans received a 
Jew, showing the power of the life of Christ! 

Aug 30 John 4.43–45 
The Galileans Received Jesus 
43–45 Now after the two days He departed from 

there and went to Galilee. For Jesus Himself testified 
that a prophet has no honor in his own country… 
He left the city of Sychar and went north to Galilee, 
His original destination. Jesus had explained that a 
prophet has no honor in his own country. He was 

not as popular in Galilee as He was in Jerusalem. 
The Galileans received Jesus. They saw what He did 
in Jerusalem at the feast. Yet, surprisingly, He was 
not as famous there as in Jerusalem. 

Aug 31 John 4.46–49 
A Man Sought Jesus 

46–49 So Jesus came again to Cana of Galilee 
where He had made the water wine. And there was 
a certain nobleman whose son was sick at Caper-
naum… Jesus returned to the town where He had 
made the water wine. A nobleman, perhaps remem-

bering that miracle and what Jesus had done 
in Jerusalem, saw the opportunity of a lifetime. 
The man’s son was near death. He begged Jesus 
to come and heal the boy. To Jesus, this was not 
a matter of a sick boy and a grief-filled father. 
Jesus could see that these people only saw Him 
for the signs and wonders He could perform. 
They could not see why He did those things. 
He did them that they might believe, leading 
to eternal life. He was not there to heal all their 
bodily ailments. Ignoring what Jesus said, the 
man’s attention was only on his terminally ill 
son, so he urged Jesus to heal the boy before he 
died. ✞

John 4.39–45
Gentiles, Quick Read, #1

Quick Read
Folks in Sychar did not require sign
Unlike Jews who without one decline.
Needed only two days
Cause they b’lieved ev’ry phrase.
He’s the Savior and that’s bottom-line.
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