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By Don Ruhl 

Peter said by the Spirit, “But sanc-
tify the Lord God in your hearts, and 
always be ready to give a defense to 
everyone who asks you a reason for 
the hope that is in you, with meek-
ness and fear” (1Pe 3.15). 

Speaking with people who do 
not think as we do is challenging and 
sometimes unpleasant. Yet, motivated 
by love for their souls, we should want 
to let them know why we believe what 
we believe. 

The Bible does deal with the is-
sue of atheism (Psa 10.1–13; 14.1–3; 
53.1–3; 59.7; Rom 1.18–21). Con-
sider also the many passages dealing 
with the conflict between the God of 

Israel and false gods. 
The Bible does deal with the issue 

of creation (Gen 1; 2; Psa 33.6–9). 
In how many other passages does the 
Bible address this issue? 

Knowing that the Bible deals with 
atheism and creation, let us talk with 
people about these relevant issues for 
our society. 

What I want to present to you are 
filters. When I hear or read something 
allegedly supporting evolution and 
atheism, I put it through these filters. 

Is the news reporting something 
that is: 

Illogical? 
Unscientific? 
Unbiblical? 

Talking With Atheists and Evolutionists 
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This way I do 
not have to remem-
ber all the details 
and memorize all 
the facts about dif-
ferent sciences. 

Why are athe-
ism and evolution 

tied together? All the arguments for and against God’s 
existence deal with nature. The question is: How did 
we get here? The two possible answers are we got here 
by evolution or creation. One option excludes God. 
The other option requires God. Therefore, if we dis-
cuss His existence, we have to deal with the manifes-
tations of God: 

Nature 
The Bible 
Jesus Christ 

We believe each of these point to the existence of 
God. The secularists believe nature only demonstrates 
evolution and they either do not believe the Bible and 
Jesus came from a divine source or the Bible is a fraud 
and Jesus never existed. 

Secularists never used to deny the existence of 
Jesus, but I attended a debate in November 1980 be-
tween Thomas B. Warren and Joe Barnhart on the 
issue of ethics. It was during that debate that many 
of us had heard for the first time someone deny that 

Jesus ever existed. Secularists have to deny He existed, 
because He is the strongest argument for God’s exis-
tence that there is. 

Four Questions for 
Evolutionists 

1. Is he saying that something came from 
nothing? 

Evolutionists will tell you that evolution does not 
deal with the Big Bang or things of that nature, but 
only the beginning of life and its transformation into 
the various species we see today. However, we want 
to know how the ingredients got here. They used to 
affirm that something came from nothing, whereas 
they have modified that saying that everything was 
once compacted to a tiny point, perhaps as small as 
a period at the end of a sentence. Practically speak-
ing, that is still affirming that something came from 
nothing. 

2. Is he saying that order came from 
chaos? 

What do you see wrong with this idea? Is it true 
simply because some scientists say it is true? 

3. Is he saying that life came from non-
life? 

Remember pasteurized milk and 
you can remember that life does not 
come from non-life. Louis Pasteur 
sought a way to preserve food, such as 
milk, and proved along the way that if 
no life is present, it will not spontane-
ously generate. Therefore, they do not 
use that terminology, but others. Listen 
carefully. 

4. Is he saying that one kind of life turn 
into another kind of life? 

A princess kissing a frog, turning him instantly 
into a handsome prince is a fairy tale. Yet, a frog turn-
ing into a handsome prince through millions of years 
of evolution is science! Do we affirm that life came 
from non-life? No, we affirm that God created life. 
He is life. 

What do you say to the evolutionist who then 
questions where God came from? Everyone says that 
something is eternal: 

Evolutionists = matter 
Creationists = mind 
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However, evolutionists place a date on matter, but now they are saying Big 
Bangs keep reoccurring after Big Crunches. 

God is eternal mind. He has no beginning nor shall He have an end. 

Which Came First: A Human Woman or a 
Human Baby? 

If a human woman, then a non-human female turned into a human fe-
male. What caused this to happen? Was this evolution or devolution? In other 
words, evolution implies that non-humans are not as developed as humans, 
that the pre-human animal had more developing to do. 

If a human baby, then a non-human mother gave birth to a human baby. 
What caused this to happen? Was this an improvement or not? 

The Interpretation of Fossils 
Fossils only show so much information. Yet, the news shows us is fully 

developed creatures, with hair, body posture, et al., that most of the 
time we cannot tell from the few bones collected. While “Lucy” was 
extraordinary because of the amount of bones we have of her, evolu-
tionists and atheists still went too far in presenting a picture for us. 
Fossils do not show progress, one direction or the other. ✞

Which one is the fairy tale? 

Lucy 

Before and After
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1. Is the news reporting something that is: 

a) Illogical? 

b) Unscientific? 

c) Unbiblical? 

2. Do not need to remember all the details and all the 
facts

3. Manifestations of God: 

a) Nature 

b) The Bible 

c) Jesus Christ 

I. Four Questions for Evolutionists 

A. Is he saying that something came from nothing? 

B. Is he saying that order came from chaos? 

C. Is he saying that life came from non-life? 

D. Is he saying that one kind came from another kind? 

II. The Interpretation of Fossils 

A. Is the evolutionist saying more than the fossil shows? 

B. Fossils do not show progress, one direction or the other 

III. Two Powerful Refutation Weapons (1Pe 3.15, 16) 

A. Argumentation

B. Living

Talking With Atheists & Evolutionists
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Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from 

this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php

�editating on 
�he �ook of 

�evelation 

“Paper Texture” (1124483) by Andrew C., Bucharest, ro, Romania, stock.xchng
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Aug 1 Revelation 1.10, 11 
Men Could Not Prevent Spirituality 

10, 11 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and 
I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, say-
ing… The voice in Revelation 1 was behind John. 
John could not watch heaven, but heaven watched 
him. Who who spoke to John so majestically? He is 
the Alpha and the Omega. He is the First and the 
Last. Remember what verse 8 said? “‘I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,’ says 
the Lord, ‘who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty’” (Rev 1.8). The trumpet-
voiced person speaking to John was the Lord; 
it was the Almighty. The Almighty was about 
to show things to John that he needed to write 
in a book, and send it to seven churches lo-
cated just across the water on the mainland of 
Asia, the area that is now known as Turkey. The 
voice listed those seven churches in the order 
that one traveling would visit them. 

Aug 2 Revelation 1.12–16 
The Glorious Beauty of God 

12–16 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke 
with me. And having turned I saw seven golden 
lampstands… John turned to see a glorious sight! 
What person seeing such a thing still lives upon the 
earth? John wrote of what caught his attention first. 
Like seeing a majestic mountain range and then no-
ticing details, such as the highest peak and the larg-
est glaciers. Like seeing the forest first and its beau-
ty invites us to admire the tallest and most stately 
trees. We are awestruck by the grandeur of the mo-
ment, but John did not see a magnificent mountain 

range or a spectacular forest; he saw the Creator of 
the mountains; he saw the Maker of the forests! If 
mountains and forests make us speechless, how do 
you think John was viewing the Creator of these 
things? We will see what happened to him shortly. 

Aug 3 Revelation 1.12–16 
The Glorious Beauty of God 

12–16 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke 
with me. And having turned I saw seven golden 

lampstands… John saw lampstands. The taber-
nacle had a candlestick with seven lamps made of 
pure gold (Exo 25.31–40), and Solomon’s temple 
had ten lampstands. The candlestick was located 
in the Holy Place, being the source of light. The 
lampstands surrounded Someone, the One with the 
loud voice, showing His supreme importance. The 
One who spoke to John, looked like a man, and yet, 
there was a glory about Him that John pictured as 
though this Man was God or something. The Man’s 

clothing showed Him to be heavenly. In heaven no 
physical work is done because it is a place of rest 
and the inhabitants can wear long robes down to 
the foot. A belt-like piece was worn around the 
chest, like angels (Rev 15.6), instead of the waist 
as on earth. The band was golden, adding to the 
splendor and extraordinary nature of this heavenly 
manlike being. Look at His head and His hair. Do 
you see the blinding radiance of His head and hair, 
which were like white wool and blinding as the sun 
on snow. The brilliance was whiter than white. Who 

was this? 

Aug 4 Revelation 1.12–16 
The Glorious Beauty of God 

12–16 Then I turned to see the voice that 
spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven 
golden lampstands… John was able to see the 
intensity of the eyes, which looked like a flame 
of fire. Whoever this is, He sees with intensity 
and fierceness. Nothing gets past Him. He sees 
everything. His feet shone with pure brilliance, 
like the finest brass or bronze, purified in a 
furnace. When brass is purified, shaped, and 
polished it is glossy or, as Ezekiel 1.7 pictures, 

sparkling. Brass is harder than human feet, and with 
brass he can stamp and crush (Mic 4.13). 

Aug 5 Revelation 1.12–16 
The Glorious Beauty of God 

12–16 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke 
with me. And having turned I saw seven golden 
lampstands… John again was drawn to the majesty 
of the Man’s voice. Earlier, the voice sounded great 

Revelation 1.10
The Resurrected Christ

The Resurrected Christ
When I saw Him, I fell as though dead.
It got worse as I heard what He said,
Keys of hell and of death
In the very same breath!
All those things which the gainsayers dread.
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like a trumpet, high pitched and piercing. Then the 
voice sounded like many waters, not only loud, but 
thunderous and roaring with the deeper pitches, 
almost deafening. Verse 16 magnified the majes-
tic appearance. Look at His right hand with seven 
stars! Sources of light in a dark universe, in His right 
hand ready to do His work. Hear the piercing ef-
fect of His word, which John described for the third 
time. First, His voice sounded great like a trumpet. 
Second, His voice sounded thunderous like many 
waters. Thirdly, John said it had the cutting and 
the slicing of a sharp two-edged sword. It cuts 
with the forearm and cuts on the return with 
the backhand, making Him invincible and au-
thoritative. 

Aug 6 Revelation 1.12–16 
The Glorious Beauty of God 

12–16 Then I turned to see the voice that 
spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven 
golden lampstands… John went back to the 
head of this Son of Man to show the glory of 
His face. We have already seen the blinding 
glare of this “Man’s” head and hair that were 
like wool and snow with eyes like a flame of 
fire. The apostle shifted back to the Man’s face and 
saw as glorious, as bright, as dazzling, as glaring, as 
radiating, as blazing as the sun the face of this One 
who looked like a Son of Man. 

Aug 7 Revelation 1.17a 
What Did John Do? 

17a “And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as 
dead…” We are silenced briefly when we see the 

beauties of the creation surrounding us, but John 
was silenced almost permanently when he saw the 
glorious beauty of the Creator behind him. John 
witnessed the ultimate sight. A sight that was similar 
to the transfiguration that he himself had witnessed, 
but he did not consider as routine. A sight that 
caused an old man, who had seen miracles, church 
growth, persecution, and other marvelous things, 
fall at the feet of this gloriously beautiful being. The 
experience zapped the life from John and he fell as 
one dead. When Isaiah saw a similar sight he became 

undone (Isa 6.5). Jeremiah contemplating God felt 
like a drunken man (Jer 23.9). Ezekiel in humble 
reverence, fell down at the glory of God when he 
first saw it (Eze 1.26–28); not once, but three more 
times the prophet fell at the beauteous glory of God 
(3.23; 43.1–3; 44.4), requiring the Spirit of God 
to revive the prophet. Daniel had trouble finding 
strength when he witnessed the Glorious Beauty 
(Dan 10.5–19). 

Aug 8 Revelation 1.17, 18 
Who Was The Man? 

17, 18 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet 
as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, saying 
to me… This Son of Man appeared to help John, so 
He laid His right hand upon John, the same hand 
that held the seven stars. This Mighty One with His 
hand by which He touches stars can touch an old 
man. How did this glorious and beautiful One, who 
looked like a Son of Man, identify Himself without 

giving His name? He had lived, but died and 
lived again, never to die again. By His resur-
rection He gained the power of Hades and of 
Death. No One in all of creation history and in 
all the events and among all the people of the 
Bible fits this characterization other than Jesus 
Christ, who, though a man, has all the glorious 
beauty of God. “For in Him dwells all the full-
ness of the Godhead bodily” (Col 2.9), because 
Jesus Christ is the Son of the living God, mak-
ing Him God. To the last living apostle, who 
knew the horrible persecuting might of the 
Roman military machine, but who also knew 
the loving benevolence of the God of heaven, 
Jesus said, “Do not be afraid,” knowing what 

the apostle needed to hear and the church, too. 

Aug 9 Revelation 1.19 
Write the Book, John 

19 “Write the things which you have seen… 
John was so awestruck with wonder that he might 
have forgotten to write as he was told to do in verse 
11. John would write of three time periods. The 
things which he had seen, that is, he was to begin 

Revelation 1.18
Key Man

Key Man 
I am He who’s alive and was dead,
And will yet live forever, he said.
Look, I’m holding the keys
Both of Death and Ha-des.
Ain’t it nice that to Him we are wed?
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writing immediately, including what he had already 
seen. The things which are, that is, John would see 
things as they existed at that time. The things which 
will take place after this, so that there is predictive 
prophecy in the Revelation. 

Aug 10 Revelation 1.20 
The Seven Stars and the Seven 

Lampstands 

20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw 
in My right hand, and the seven golden lamp-
stands… Who are the angels of the churches? 
In the next two chapters, letters will be writ-
ten to the angels of the various churches, and 
at the end of each letter there is this statement 
to hear what the Spirit says to the churches, 
showing a close association between the an-
gels and the churches. Angels are messengers. 
Preachers are messengers. Some people think 
they are the same. The churches are like stars in 
a dark universe, giving the light that the dark 
world needs. If we fail to heed the message to 
the seven churches, our status as lights He will 
remove. 

Are you ready for the message of the Book of 
Revelation? Are you ready for events that we will 
see? Are you ready to meet God at His throne? Are 
you a Christian? 

The Seven Churches 
(Part 1) 

Jesus is in the midst of the churches. What 
would He say about your congregation and 

your part in it? 

Aug 11 Revelation 2 
Jesus is in the midst of this church. How can I 

make this claim? He was among the seven churches 
of Asia, and it will be obvious that what He said to 
those churches, He wants us to consider the same 
messages. Jesus is in the midst of the churches. 
What would He say about your congregation and 
your part in it? The letters follow a general pattern 
that I will reveal. The pattern has some variance in 

the letters, but for the most part it is followed. 

Aug 12 Revelation 2.1–7 
Ephesus 

1–7 “To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, 
‘These things says He who holds the seven stars in 
His right hand’…” Look at the history of preach-
ers at Ephesus. Apollos, Paul, Timothy, and John. 
We know as much about the Ephesian church as 

any from Acts, Ephesians, First and Second Timo-
thy, and Revelation. To Ephesus Jesus identified 
Himself as the One who holds the seven stars in His 
right hand and walks among the seven golden lamp-
stands. Homer Hailey said, “His right hand which 
holds the stars indicates His power to determine the 
destiny of each; ‘in the midst’ portrays His presence 
among all the churches.” Look at their works. They 
had good works. Twice Jesus mentioned their tire-
less labor for His name’s sake. They could not bear 
evil people, taking the necessary steps to test them. 

This is what we are supposed to do (1Jo 4.1; 
1Th 5.21). However, they left their first love. 
What was the problem? Had they ceased loving 
the Lord? They did all things for His name’s 
sake, however, they either did not have their 
original zeal or they were simply going through 
the motions. They needed to remember from 
where they had fallen, that they had fallen from 
their first love, and do the first works. 

Aug 13 Revelation 2.1–7 
Ephesus 

1–7 “To the angel of the church of Ephesus 
write, ‘These things says He who holds the seven 

stars in His right hand’…” First love is connected 
with first works. Repentance and doing the first 
works were necessary for maintaining their lamp-
stand or their status as a lampstand. They were still 
the church, but if they did not repent, Jesus would 
remove their lampstand. That is not what men do; 
it is the work of the Lord. Yes, they had fallen in 
regard to their first love, but they hated the work 
of the Nicolaitans, even as Jesus did, loving what 
the Lord loves and hating what He hates. Jesus was 

Revelation 1.19
Seven and Seven 

Seven and Seven 
Seven messengers in My right hand.
Seven churches spread over the land.
Tell them they’re to be light
And to show what is right.
Spreading Word lest folks misunderstand.
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quick to commend. Even as He condemned, so 
He commended. By commending them, Jesus 
showed that He was not out to get them, that 
He did not only notice the bad, that He want-
ed them for His servants. He did not want to 
condemn, but He wanted to correct them that 
they might change. More on the work of the 
Nicolaitans later. Are you able to hear and to 
understand? Do you know why the Lord gave 
you an ear to hear? Is it merely to hear sounds? 
Listen to what the Spirit said to the church in 
Ephesus. If you overcome, you can eat from the 
tree of life, which is located in the Paradise of 
God. This is not a copy of the tree in the Gar-
den of Eden, this is the original Tree of Life, and 
the copy was in the Garden of Eden. This one is in 
God’s own personal paradise. Paradises on earth are 
for men. What do you think a paradise for God is 
like? 

Aug 14 Revelation 2.8–11 
Smyrna 

8–11 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna 
write, ‘These things says the First and the Last, 
who was dead, and came to life’…” 

The address to the angel and the identifica-
tion of the church

“The city claimed to be the first city in Asia. 
first in beauty, first in literature, first in loyalty 
to Rome” (Hailey). However, the church knew 
that Jesus is the First and the Last, that He is 
the One who was dead, but came to life. Only 
one other church received no criticism from Je-
sus. 

The identification of Jesus (using pictures from 
chapter 1) 

He is the First and the Last for the church. The 
church began because of Jesus and He would not 
abandon them at the apparent end. For the church, 
He was the One who was dead, but came to life. 
Suffering was coming, including death. However, if 
persecution to the death came, they would not ex-
perience the second death. He would not allow that 
to happen, because He has the power to prevent it, 
even as He Himself brought Himself to life. 

Aug 15 Revelation 2.8–11 
Smyrna 

8–11 “And to the angel of the church in 
Smyrna write, ‘These things says the First and 
the Last, who was dead, and came to life’…” 

The identification of the church’s works (v. 
9) 

They did good works. They were experienc-
ing tribulation. They were poor, but only mate-
rialistically. He knew those claiming to be Jews, 
whether in the church or out, is not clear, but 

they blasphemed and so made themselves a syna-
gogue of Satan, which would be a place for him to 
gather with his followers. 

The identification of a problem, of the solution, 
and the promise of a reward (v. 10). 

Rather than causing a problem or being a prob-
lem, problems were about to be thrust upon them. 
Some of them would be imprisoned. What would it 
be like to be thrown into prison for being a Chris-

tian? Would the evidence be beyond any rea-
sonable doubt? The devil wanted to test them 
to see why they followed Jesus, to see if they 
would remain loyal under adverse conditions. 
The tribulation would last 10 days; it would not 
last forever. The solution was twofold. One, do 
not fear. Two, be faithful right to death. Faith 
will not prevent suffering, but may even bring 
it on. If they overcame they would win a crown, 
not of gold and jewels, but of life, eternal life. 
Therefore, rather than fearing death, they were 
to concentrate on life from Jesus. 

Revelation 2.1
To the Preacher in Ephesus 

It’s How You End That Counts
You all made a great start, which was fine.
Then forsook your first love, a decline.
If you stay self-content
And refuse to repent,
You will find Me like adaman-tine.

Revelation 2.8
To the Preacher in Smyrna 

The Church in Smyrna 
Troubles, poverty, yet some good works.
 Criticized by the synagogue jerks.
 Ten days tri-al, God saith,
“If you’re faithful to death,
 You’ll enjoy list of heavenly perks”.
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Aug 16 Revelation 2.8–11 
Smyrna 

8–11 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna 
write, ‘These things says the First and the Last, who 
was dead, and came to life’…”

The identification of more works (no more were 
identified) 

The identification of the greater audience and 
the identification of the reward for the over-
comers (v. 11) 

What did Jesus say to the church in Smyr-
na? Let your church hear it. Let every Christian 
hear it. We should hear what Jesus said to the 
Smyrna church, because if we, do we will not 
be hurt by the second death. When we get to 
Revelation 20 and 21, we will learn what the 
second death is, and everyone wants to avoid 
it. 

Aug 17 Revelation 2.12–17 
Pergamos 

12–17 “And to the angel of the church in Perga-
mos write, ‘These things says He who has the sharp 
two-edged sword’…” 

The address to the angel and the identification 
of the church 

Pergamos was the seat of emperor worship, 
which became common in the Roman Empire, and 
it was the church’s refusal to worship the emperor 
that brought on the vicious persecution. 

The identification of Jesus (using pictures from 
chapter 1) 

The church in Pergamos needed to know that Je-
sus is the One who has the sharp two-edged sword. 
The use of this designation for the Pergamos church 
will be obvious further in the text. 

The identification of the church’s works (v. 13) 

They were involved in good works. They were 
right there in the city against Satan.  They held fast 
to the name of Jesus. They were so loyal that they 

did not deny the faith of Christ even as some of 
their members were being killed. 

Aug 18 Revelation 2.12–17 
Pergamos 

12–17 “And to the angel of the church in Perga-
mos write, ‘These things says He who has the sharp 
two-edged sword’…” 

The identification of a problem (vv. 14, 15) 

He had a few things against the church. Some 
did similar things as when Balaam tricked Israel.  
They participated in idolatry. They committed sexu-
al immorality. The Nicolaitans taught these things. 

The identification of the solution and of the ret-
ribution (v. 16) 

Repent! Otherwise, Jesus would fight against 
them with the sword of His mouth. Interestingly, 
the children of Israel killed Balaam with the sword. 

Jesus would slay them with the sword of His 
mouth, His word. 

Aug 19 Revelation 2.12–17 
Pergamos 

12–17 “And to the angel of the church in 
Pergamos write, ‘These things says He who has 
the sharp two-edged sword’…” 

The identification of more works (no more 
to report) 

The identification of the greater audience 
and of the reward for the over-comers (v. 17). 

Are you listening to what the Spirit said? We 
cannot ignore false doctrine or immoral behavior. 
Some brave souls would overcome the problems. Je-
sus would give them the hidden manna to eat. Israel 
did not have to commit idolatry at the instigation 
of Balaam, because they had manna straight from 
heaven from the true God. Likewise, the Pergamos 
church did not have to commit idolatry because 
they received manna from Jesus Christ. Jesus would 
give them a white stone with a new name. This was 

Revelation 2.12  
To the Preacher in Pergamos 

To the Preacher in Pergamos 
You’ve stayed true even though Satan rules.
Yet among you remain a few fools
Who use idols and sex
Or like Balaam try hex.
Overcomers, though, Jesus re-schools.
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a vote of confidence from the Lord. Moreover, it 
could be used for the new temple in heaven. 

Aug 20 Revelation 2.18–29 
Thyatira 

18–29 “And to the angel of the church in Thyat-
ira write, ‘These things says the Son of God, who 
has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine 
brass’…” 

The identification of Jesus (using pictures 
from chapter 1) 

With His flaming eyes He saw everything. 
With His fine brass feet He had been through 
the fiery furnace of persecution and came out 
pure. 

The identification of the church’s works (v. 
19) 

They did good works. They loved. They 
served. They had faith. They had patience. They 
had works that increased. 

The identification of a problem (v. 20). 

They allowed a false prophetess. It was similar to 
the Pergamos church in that they allowed sexual im-
morality and they allowed a form of idolatry among 
the brethren. 

Aug 21 Revelation 2.18–29 
Thyatira 

18–29 “And to the angel of the church in Thyat-
ira write, ‘These things says the Son of God, who 

has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine 
brass’…” 

The identification of the solution and of the ret-
ribution (vv. 21–23) 

The time of repentance had already been given 
and she failed to repent. It was time for judgment. 
She and her followers had to pay the price. First, she 
would be cast into a sickbed, perhaps suffering liter-
ally in the body. Second, she and her followers would 
suffer great tribulation. He added that He was giv-

ing one more chance to repent. Praise the Lord for 
His mercy toward us, not wanting to correct us, but 
wanting to forgive us. Third, He would kill some 
of her children. Then all the churches would know 
that Jesus can search the minds and the hearts. The 
picture is that of a priest laying open the sacrifice, 
searching for the various organs, especially the kid-
neys (where we have “heart” in the text). Even as 
the priest sliced open the animals, so, Jesus can slice 
open our inner nature. That way He is able to give 
to each person and to each church exactly according 

to their works. 

The identification of more works (no more to 
report) 

Aug 22 Revelation 2.18–29 
Thyatira 

18–29 “And to the angel of the church in Thyat-
ira write, ‘These things says the Son of God, who 
has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine 

brass’…”

The identification of the reward for the 
over-comers (this is reversed) (vv. 24–28) 

This new pattern of reversing the last two 
items will prevail with the rest of the letters. 
Not everyone agreed with the toleration of Je-
zebel. For them, Jesus did not increase their 
burden. Even so, they maintained their faith. 
If they overcame, He would give them two 
things. First, He would give them power over 
the nations, just as He received in fulfillment 
of Psalm 2. This touches a major theme of the 
Book of Revelation, which we will see at 11.15 
also. Second, He would give them the morning 

star. He holds the stars and He is the Morning Star. 
The night of trouble was just about over and they 
would begin a new day. 

The identification of the greater audience (v. 
29) 

Let us hear what Jesus said to these first four 
churches. What would He say to your church? What 
would He say about you? 

The Seven Churches (Part 2) 

Revelation 2.18 
To the Preacher in Thyatira 

To the Preacher in Thyatira 
Though you’re doing more now than at first,
You still tolerate Jez’bel (the worst).
It is self-evident,
Because Jez’ won’t repent,
She and her’s soon will join the accursed.
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Jesus is in the midst of the churches. What 
would He say about your congregation and your 
part in it? 

Aug 23 Revelation 3 
Did you know that Jesus is in the midst of your 

church? What would He say about your congrega-
tion? Before you answer that, you will also have to 
answer, What is your part in your congregation? 

The letters follow a general pattern that I will 
reveal. The pattern has some variation in the 
letters, but for the most part it is followed. 

Aug 24 Revelation 3.1–6 
Sardis 

1–6 “And to the angel of the church in 
Sardis write, ‘These things says He who has the 
seven Spirits of God and the seven stars…’” The 
address to the angel and the identification of 
the church 

The Sardis church did not have external 
problems, but their problems were all internal. 

The identification of Jesus (v. 1) 

He is the One who has the seven Spirits of God 
and the seven stars. He has all the attributes of the 
Spirit of God, enabling Him to know the church and 
what she needed. Holding the seven stars showed 
this dead church that He has the ability to remove 
the church or to revive it. 

The identification of the church’s works (v. 1) 

They had works. In fact, those works were of 

such a nature that they had a reputation for being 
an alive church. However, while it is good to have a 
good reputation among men, it is far better to have 
a good reputation with the Lord. 

Aug 25 Revelation 3.1–6 
Sardis 

1–6 “And to the angel of the church in Sardis 
write, ‘These things says He who has the seven Spirits 
of God and the seven stars…’” 

The identification of a problem (vv. 2, 3) 

Jesus knew their reputation, but He also knew 
what they were in truth. What was wrong? Their 
works were not perfect before God. Perhaps their 
works were right, but their hearts were far from 
Him. Perhaps they sought their own honor. 

The identification of the solution and of the ret-
ribution (v. 3) 

What they needed to do to fix the congrega-

tion. 

Be watchful. Watch the Lord. Watch yourself. 
Strengthen the things which remain. Remember 
how you received and heard. Hold fast. Repent. 
If they did not watch, Jesus would appear to them 
suddenly. This is not the Second Coming, for it was 
based upon whether they watched. 

Aug 26 Revelation 3.1–6 
Sardis 

1–6 “And to the angel of the church in 
Sardis write, ‘These things says He who has the 
seven Spirits of God and the seven stars…’” 

The identification of more works (v. 4) 

Some had not defiled their garments. They 
would walk with Jesus in white because they 
were worthy. 

The identification of the reward for the 
over-comers (v. 5) 

They shall be clothed in white garments. 
Jesus will keep their names in the Book of Life. 
He would confess their names before His Fa-

ther and before the Father’s angels! 

The identification of the greater audience (v. 6) 

Let each of us watch our works and see wheth-
er we have perfected them. Perhaps we each had a 
good beginning, but then slacked off. If we are dead 
in the matter of works, watch out, for the Lord may 
judge you. 

Revelation 3.1
To the Preacher in Sardis 

Small Group in Sardis
I will come at a time no one knows
To those few who have not soiled their clothes.
Each such lassie and lad
I’ll confess before Dad
As this small-group I metamor-phose.
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Aug 27 Revelation 3.7–13 
Philadelphia 

7–13 “And to the angel of the church in Phil-
adelphia write, ‘These things says He who is holy, 
He who is true, “He who has the key of David, He 
who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one 
opens…”’” Philadelphia was subject to earthquakes, 
but Jesus gave the church spiritual stability. It was 
a mission city for the spread of the Graeco-Roman 
world, but Jesus made it a mission city for Christi-
anity by opening a door for the church. 

The identification of Jesus (v. 7) 

This time He did not refer to the picture 
of Himself in chapter 1. He is the One who is 
holy. He is the One who is true. He is the One 
who has the key of David. This may be the one 
possible reference back to chapter 1. In 1.18 
Jesus said that He has the keys of Hades and of 
Death. This could be the key of David in that 
Psalm 16 is a prophecy by David of the resurrec-
tion of the Christ. Revelation 1, among many 
New Testament passages, shows that Jesus has 
the keys of both Hades and Death because He 
was resurrected and can cause us to be resurrected. 
With this key, Jesus is able to so open that no one 
can shut, and when He shuts no one can open. This 
is a quotation of Isaiah 22.22. This all showed the 
false Jews in the city of Philadelphia that the heri-
tage of David is found in Jesus and that He is the 
culmination of everything in the Law, the Prophets, 
and the Psalms. 

Aug 28 Revelation 3.7–13 

Philadelphia 

7–13 “And to the angel of the church in Phil-
adelphia write, ‘These things says He who is holy, 
He who is true, “He who has the key of David, He 
who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one 
opens…”’” 

The identification of the church’s works (v. 8) 

They had works. Although they had a little 
strength, they kept the word of Christ, and did not 

deny His name. They may have been little in num-
bers or in finances, but that did not stop them. Let it 
not stop your congregation. Therefore, Jesus placed 
before them a door that He had opened, using the 
key of David, so that no one could shut the door. 

The identification of a problem 

This church had no problems! 

Aug 29 Revelation 3.7–13 

Philadelphia 

7–13 “And to the angel of the church in Phil-
adelphia write, ‘These things says He who is holy, 
He who is true, “He who has the key of David, He 
who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one 
opens…”’” 

The identification of the solution and of the ret-
ribution 

Since they had no problems, they had noth-
ing from which to repent, and Jesus did not 
promise any retribution to the congregation. 
However, there were some false Jews in the city, 
which made them a synagogue of Satan. Jesus 
would make those false Jews come before the 
feet of the members of the church and worship 
just like Joseph’s brothers did before him. Also, 
it is written, 

“Kings shall be your foster fathers, 
And their queens your nursing mothers; 
They shall bow down to you with their fac-

es to the earth, 
And lick up the dust of your feet. 
Then you will know that I am the LORD, 
For they shall not be ashamed who wait for 

Me.” 
(Isa 49.23) 

Also the sons of those who afflicted you 
Shall come bowing to you, 
And all those who despised you shall fall 

prostrate at the soles of your feet; 
And they shall call you 
The City of the LORD, 
Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 
(Isa 60.14) 

Revelation 3.7
To the Preacher in Philadelphia 

Streets of Gold 
You who’ve always been willing to listen,
When I come there’ll be none of you miss’n.
With new names all aroun’
In New Jru-salem town
We will stroll along Avenue Glisten.
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By this, those false Jews would know that Jesus loved the 
church in Philadelphia. 

Aug 30 Revelation 3.7–13 
Philadelphia 

7–13 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, 
‘These things says He who is holy, He who is true, “He who has 
the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and 
no one opens…”’” 

The identification of more works (v. 10) 

They persevered. Therefore, Jesus would keep them from 
the hour of trial that was coming upon the rest of the world to 
test the world. Every generation of the church thinks that it is 
living in the most wicked generation. Every generation prob-
ably has its own time of testing, and our generation is no doubt 
going through one right now. Witness the current race toward 
secularism. What will our generation do? Will it continue to 
run away from God? Whatever the world does, God will put 
them through a test because of it. What will the church do? If 
we persevere, we will not experience the test that Jesus gives to 
the world. Therefore, He let the church know that He is coming 
quickly. His return would benefit the church. The world shall be 
terrified when Jesus returns, but if we stay faithful, His return 
will be a blessing for us. So then, no one would take away the 
church’s crown. 

Aug 31 Revelation 3.7–13 

Philadelphia 

7–13 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, 
‘These things says He who is holy, He who is true, “He who has 
the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and 
no one opens…”’” 

The identification of the reward for the over-comers (v. 12) 

He who overcomes shall be a pillar in the temple of God. 
Perhaps all that we want to be is a stone. Perhaps we are as Ezra 
who only wanted to be a nail in God’s holy place. “And now for 
a little while grace has been shown from the LORD our God, 
to leave us a remnant to escape, and to give us a peg in His holy 
place, that our God may enlighten our eyes and give us a mea-
sure of revival in our bondage” (Ezra 9.8). Perhaps we just want 
to be the doorkeeper. 

For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand. 
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 
Than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 
(Psa 84.10) 

Yet, if we overcome, Jesus shall make us a pillar. He who 
overcomes shall go out no more since he is a pillar in the temple 
of God. We shall no longer be strangers and pilgrims, but we 
will finally be in our permanent home. He who overcomes, Jesus 
shall write three names on him. ✞ 
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The Story of the Bible By Steve Lloyd

11:31 And Terah took his son Abram 
and his grandson Lot, the son of 
Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, 
his son Abram’s wife, and they went 
out with them from Ur of the Chal-
deans to go to the land of Canaan; and 
they came to Haran and dwelt there. 
32 So the days of Terah were two 
hundred and five years, and Terah died 
in Haran.

1 Now the Lord had said to 
Abram:

“Get out of your country,
From your family
And from your father’s house,
To a land that I will show you. 
2 I will make you a great nation;
I will bless you
And make your name great;
And you shall be a blessing. 
3 I will bless those who bless you,
And I will curse him who curses 

you;
And in you all the families of the 

earth shall be blessed.” 

12:4 So Abram departed as the Lord 
had spoken to him, and Lot went 
with him. And Abram was seventy-
five years old when he departed from 
Haran. 5 Then Abram took Sarai his 
wife and Lot his brother’s son, and all 
their possessions that they had gath-
ered, and the people whom they had 
acquired in Haran, and they departed 
to go to the land of Canaan. So they 
came to the land of Canaan. 
6 Abram passed through the land to 
the place of Shechem, as far as the 
terebinth tree of Moreh. And the 
Canaanites were then in the land. 

12:7 Then the Lord appeared to Abram 
and said, “To your descendants I will 
give this land.” And there he built an 

altar to the Lord, who had appeared 
to him. 8 And he moved from there 
to the mountain east of Bethel, and 
he pitched his tent with Bethel on the 
west and Ai on the east; there he built 
an altar to the Lord and called on the 
name of the Lord. 9 So Abram jour-
neyed, going on still toward the South. 

12:10 Now there was a famine in the 
land, and Abram went down to Egypt 
to dwell there, for the famine was 
severe in the land. 11 And it came to 
pass, when he was close to entering 
Egypt, that he said to Sarai his wife, 
“Indeed I know that you are a woman 
of beautiful countenance. 12 Therefore 
it will happen, when the Egyptians 
see you, that they will say, “This is his 
wife’; and they will kill me, but they 
will let you live. 13 Please say you are 
my sister, that it may be well with 
me for your sake, and that I may live 
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because of you.” 

12:14 So it was, when Abram came into Egypt, that the 
Egyptians saw the woman, that she was very beautiful. 15 

The princes of Pharaoh also saw her and commended her 
to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken to Pharaoh’s house. 
16 He treated Abram well for her sake. He had sheep, oxen, 

male donkeys, male and female servants, female donkeys, 
and camels. 

12:17 But the Lord plagued Pharaoh and his house with 
great plagues because of Sarai, 
Abram’s wife. 18 And Pharaoh 
called Abram and said, “What is 
this you have done to me? Why did 
you not tell me that she was your 
wife? 19 Why did you say, “She is 
my sister’? I might have taken her 
as my wife. Now therefore, here 
is your wife; take her and go your 
way.” 20 So Pharaoh commanded 
his men concerning him; and they 
sent him away, with his wife and all 
that he had. 1 Then Abram went up 
from Egypt, he and his wife and all 
that he had, and Lot with him, to 
the South. 2 Abram was very rich 
in livestock, in silver, and in gold. 3 
And he went on his journey from 
the South as far as Bethel, to the 
place where his tent had been at the 
beginning, between Bethel and Ai, 
4 to the place of the altar which he 
had made there at first. And there 
Abram called on the name of the 
Lord. 

Questions:
Who was Abram?

What promise did God make to Abram?
How did Abram respond to God’s will?
Read Hebrews 11:8-12

1.
2.
3.
4.

“Out of Sumer, 
civilized reposi-
tory of the pre-

dictable, comes a 
man who does not 

know where he is going but 
goes forth into the unknown 
wilderness under the prompt-
ing of his God. Out of Meso-
potamia, home of canny, self-
serving merchants who use 

their gods to ensure prosperity 
and favor, comes a wealthy 

caravan with no material goal. 
Out of ancient humanity, 

which from the dim begin-
nings of its consciousness has 
read its eternal verities in the 
starts, comes a party traveling 
by no known compass. Out of 
the human race, which knows 
in its bones that all its striv-

ing must end in death, comes 
a leader who says he has been 
given an impossible promise. 
Out of mortal imagination 

comes a dream of something 
new, something better, some-

thing yet to happen, some-
thing—in the future” (The Gift 

of the Jews, p. 63).
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I will delight myself in Your statutes; 
I will not forget Your word.  

(Psalm 119.16)


