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By Don Ruhl 
If I can go there, why can’t God go there? Someone thinks, God cannot be two places 

at one time. If so, He would not be God. If He is not God, who is He? If He can be two 
places at once, He can be 6 billion places at once. If He can listen to millions of prayers 
at once and work with each of those prayers, He can be as many places as He needs to be 
or desires to be. 

Psalm 139.7–12 

The Unavoidable Spirit of God 
David wondered, “Where can I go from Your Spirit?” David imagined places as far 

from Earth as possible. Could we go to heaven and escape God? 
Perhaps David asked that because someone might think that while God inhabited 

the tabernacle, He could not be in heaven. However, whether in the tabernacle or in 
heaven, there God was, for as God He can be everywhere and anywhere, otherwise, He 
is not God. 

Perhaps by “heaven,” David meant, the heavens. Could we go to some distant place 
in the universe and hide from God? If we can be there, He can be there. 

Is God present everywhere or is everywhere present before Him? 
What if we go in the opposite direction? Can I hide from God in hell, Hades, Sheol, 

or the grave? He created all these. Why could He not also go there? 
Can we hide in the deepest part of the sea? If we, the creation of God, can create ves-

sels to go to those depths, why can’t the Creator of such creatures go to such places? Can 

we, the creatures, outdo the Creator? Can we make devices that will take us where the 
Creator cannot find us? 

How about the darkness, can it hide us from God? That is like a child who covers his 
eyes and says you cannot see him. If we cannot see anything, such as in darkness, does that 
mean God cannot see either? God is Spirit. Hence, He is not subject to the limitations of 
this world. (See also Jer 23.23, 24; 1Ki 8.27; Eze 8.7–9, 12.) 

Amos 9.2–4 

God’s Omnipresence Is No Comfort to the Wicked 
In Amos 9.1, the prophet saw the Lord standing by the altar. Then the Lord issued 

an order for someone to strike the thresholds, striking them hard enough that the thresh-
olds shook. God promised that He would slay the last of the disobedient with the sword, 
sending a foreign power after them and the Israelites would not be able to get away. To 
drive that home, He promised, “Though they dig into hell, from there My hand shall take 
them...” and the Lord said the same about fleeing to heaven, to the mountains, to the sea, 
to captivity (Amos 9.2–4). There was no way that they could escape God’s judgment. God 
knew where they would try to hide and He would send the Assyrian soldiers right to the 
very spot where any Israelite would hide. 

The unavoidable Spirit of God can be taken in two ways. The wicked will take it as 
terror and the righteous will take it as comfort. How do you take it? ✞

The Unavoidable Spirit of God 

Where can we hide from God’s Spirit? 

To hear this article as a sermon: http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewPodcast?id=361472382

http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewPodcast?id=361472382
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By Don Ruhl 
The God of the Bible is the God who knows. What we know, He knows, and so much 

more. He knows us and all things fully, but what we know of Him and of all other things 
does not begin to compare to His knowledge. Yet, we can know Him. 

Psalm 139.1–6 The Wonders of God’s Knowledge 
David knew that God knew him, “O LORD, You have searched me and known me” 

(Psa 139.1–6). 
The Lord searches and knows us as we cannot even do to ourselves. He knows us from 

the trivial to the deep. He knows something as seemingly trivial as our sitting down and 
our rising up as though He were right here with us. 

He knows things as deep as our thoughts, even if He is not seemingly close at hand. 
He can be far away and know what we are thinking. He can comprehend our path 

and our lying down, truly, He is acquainted with all our ways, including our words. He 
does not merely know every word we speak, but He knows every word we shall speak, that 
is, before any word is even on our tongues, He already knows what we will say. 

He has hedged us behind and before, and has laid His hand upon us, that is, He has 
determined the beginning and ending of all parts of our lives and of life itself. 

When David contemplated such knowledge, he concluded, that it was too wonderful 
for him, meaning that attaining such ability to know was out of his reach. As humans we 
can certainly think many wonderful things, but to compare our ability to know with God’s 
ability to know is like comparing a worm’s ability to know with our ability to know. 

You just cannot compare the thinking of a worm with the thinking of a human, if a 
worm even thinks! (See Isa 55.8, 9; 1Co 1.25). 

While David spoke these things of himself, you know that Psalm 139 is in the Bible 

that we might apply it to ourselves. What David said of God’s knowledge of David can be 
said of God’s knowledge of all humans. 

Knowing one person so intimately astounds us, but God has such knowledge of not 
merely one person, but of every person and of everything in creation. He even knows 
when a bird dies (Matt 10.29–31). He knows all the stars by name (Psa 147.4, 5; Isa 
40.26). 

Like Paul we burst out with this wonderful praise of God, “Oh, the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments 
and His ways past finding out!” (Rom 11.33–36). 

Not just the depth of the wisdom and knowledge of God, but the depth of the riches 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God. 

Just how deep are those riches? Can we search out completely His judgments and 
ways? No, they are both unsearchable. They are past the ability of humanity to discover 
and calculate. 

What more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of His knowledge of each 
person here, including everyone’s heart, soul, spirit, and body, of all world affairs, of all 
animals, of the connections between all living things and the list never ends. 

He knows us not to condemn us, although that can happen, but He wants to help us, 
and He wants us to know Him. 

Do you know Him? You cannot know Him as He knows you, but you can know 
Him well, because He shows Himself in the word of God, known as the Bible, and in the 
Word, known as Jesus Christ. 

Know both forms of the Word and you shall know God. Do you want to know God? 
Why not know Him who knows you so intimately? Submit to His Son as your Teacher, 
but that requires dying to self and living for your New Teacher. ✞

The God Who Knows 

What we know, God knows, and much more

To hear this article as a sermon: http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewPodcast?id=361472382

http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewPodcast?id=361472382
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Christians Look at the News

By Don Ruhl 

Todd Starnes on FoxNews.com (July 28, 2010), reports, 
“Court: University Can Expel Student Who Opposes Homosexuality.” 

He wrote that, “A federal judge ruled in favor of a public university who 
removed a Christian student over her belief that homosexuality is morally 
wrong.” The public university is Eastern Michigan 
University. 

Evidently, “She was removed from the 
school’s counseling program because she re-
fused to counsel homosexual clients.” 

Now get this part, “[Julea] Ward’s [the stu-
dent] attorneys claim the university told her she 
would only be allowed to remain in the program 
if she went through a ‘remediation’ program so 
that she could ‘see the error of her ways’ and 
change her belief system about homosexuality.” 

FoxNews.com went on to say, “The case is 
similar to a lawsuit the ADF filed against Augusta 
State University in Georgia. Counseling student 
Jennifer Keeton was allegedly told to stop shar-

ing her Christian beliefs in order to graduate.” 
Does not the First Amendment of the United States 

Constitution say, “Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech…”? 

If the University had been private, then they could do as they please, but the 
public University and the judge seem to think 
they have more power than the United States 
Constitution! They certainly think that they have 
more power and authority than God who cre-
ated us and gave us His word. 

Friends, our Founding Fathers would fall 
down backwards, if they knew what the princi-
palities and powers are doing in America. 

What shall be next? The possibility that 
the rulers of this age will stop the church and 
Christians from speaking in other venues exists! 

Let us, therefore, arm ourselves with the 
armor of God, praying especially that we may 
speak boldly as we ought to speak, even in the 
face of persecution, regardless of the source. ✞

http://www.foxnews.com/us/2010/07/28/court-university-expel-student-opposes-homosexuality/

A Public University Expels a Student 
for Opposing Homosexuality 
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Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from 

this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php

�editating on 
�he �ook of 
�cclesiastes

“Paper Texture” (1124483) by Andrew C., Bucharest, ro, Romania, stock.xchng
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Is Wisdom Better Than 
Foolishness? 

Does wisdom benefit those who have 
it? 

Aug 1 Ecc 2.12–26 

When life ends did wisdom benefit us more 
than foolishness did? Both the wise person and the 
foolish person die. Later generations forget both of 
them. What benefit then does wisdom render? We 
know instinctively that wisdom supersedes foolish-
ness, but why? In Ecclesiastes Solomon revealed 
that he searched for meaning (See David A. Dorsey, 
The Literary Structure of the Old Testament, p. 
194), by being a philosopher, trying to discover the 
big picture (1.12–15), by being a student, acquir-
ing wisdom and knowledge (1.16–18), by being a 
party animal, enjoying pleasure (2.1, 2), by being a 
connoisseur of wine (2.3), and by being a diligent 
worker, accomplishing much and having pleasure 
(2.4–11). 

Aug 2 Ecc 2.12–16 
Is Wisdom Better Than Foolishness? 

12 Then I turned myself to consider wisdom 
and madness and folly… Solomon had considered 
wisdom, madness and folly earlier, then went to 
pleasure, finding it to be vain, so, he went back to 
wisdom, madness, and folly, believing that wisdom 
held the key somehow to what he was looking for. 
Contrasting wisdom with madness and folly would 
reveal the answer. Even as black velvet reveals the 
diamond and not the glass countertop. He thought 
of his successor, realizing that he could only do what 
Solomon had done. Does that mean Solomon had 
only done what others before him had done? Does 
that mean we only do what others before us have 
done? Solomon saw that to the extent light exceeds 
darkness so wisdom exceeds folly. Because the wise 
man’s eyes are in his head. The wise man knows 
about life. He thinks. He ponders. He considers. 
He knows of the ultimate event coming to all man-
kind. Whereas the fool walks in darkness. The fool 
does not understand life. He lives without thought 
that he will have to give an account to God. Never-
theless, the same event happens to both. If wisdom 
exceeds folly as light does darkness, why then does 
the wise man not avoid death? What good is wis-
dom if the wise ends the same as the fool? So again, 
it appears that wisdom is vanity. Are wise people of 
past generations remembered more than the foolish 
ones? No, not really. We forget them all, with a few 
exceptions of those who made history. How many 
of us know anything about our great-great grand-
parents? So, succeeding generations forget everyone. 
Why is that? Because the wise man dies as the fool-
ish man! 

Aug 3 Ecc 2.17 
The Hatred of Life 

17 Therefore I hated life because… The fact that 
all work done under the sun is vanity and grasp-
ing for the wind, distressed Solomon, knowing that 
wisdom in all work in the end does not benefit the 
wise man. Therefore, Solomon hated life. He hated 
its inequities. He hated life’s harshness and brutality 
in the end for all people, even the wise. 
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Aug 4 Ecc 2.18–21 
The Hatred of Labor 

18–21 Then I hated all my labor in which I had 
toiled under the sun, because… King Solomon the 
Preacher thought more on his work, realizing that 
everything he had done, he had to leave to the man 
who would come after him. Yet, what kind of man 
would he be? The man to follow Solomon would 
be his son Rehoboam. The Book of Proverbs shows 
Solomon training his son. Would his son heed that 
training? He would rule over all that Solomon set up. 
That took Solomon to despair, making him realize 
again that everything he did was vanity. Therefore, 
training those who will come after us holds greater 
importance than doing all our works. What did Je-
sus give Himself to? Did He build things or men? 
Solomon labored and toiled to establish everything 
he did. He used wisdom, knowledge, and skill. 
Then he would have to leave it all to a man 
who had not labored for it. What would be his 
attitude toward Solomon’s works? Would the 
successor make it better or destroy it? Solomon 
concluded that this also was vanity, but then 
he added something else. He said it was also a 
great evil or great misfortune. 

Aug 5 Ecc 2.22, 23 
What Can We Show For Our Labor? 

22, 23 For what has man for all his labor, and 
for… What do we have for all our labor? What do 
we have for all the striving that occupies our hearts? 
Most of our days are sorrowful and most of our 
work is burdensome. You work during the day, but 
often at night the heart keeps going, although the 
body rests or at least tries. Solomon wondered why 
we do all these things. What do we accomplish? It is 
again all vanity. 

Aug 6 Ecc 2.24–26 
Enjoy Life 

24–26 Nothing is better for a man than that he 
should… Suddenly, Solomon takes a different turn. 
He declares that nothing is better for us than that 
we should eat and drink, and that our souls should 
enjoy good in our labor. God’s hand gives that to us. 
God created us to eat and to drink. God wants us to 
labor. God wants us to enjoy good in our labor. The 
believer knows that God has given all things to en-
joy. The believer knows that as God gave before, so 
He can do it again. According to verse 25 (NKJV), 
Solomon had the full capacity to enjoy all things 
fully. Therefore, let us learn from him, and thank 
God that He only allows us to have so much, for 
we would only find the same conclusions as Solo-
mon. Learn from Solomon’s experiences. Look at 

what God does. He gives wisdom, knowledge, 
and joy to a man who is good in His sight. He 
gives the work of gathering and collecting to 
the sinner that he may give those things to him 
who is good before God. The sinner also enjoys 
or experiences what he gathered and collected. 
However, the sinner gathers and collects for the 
benefit of God’s people. If God’s people did not 
exist on the earth, there would be no gather-
ing and no collecting. Since the principalities, 
the powers, the rulers of the darkness of this 
age, and the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places seek to silence God in America, 
does that explain our current economic trou-
bles? The world troubles God and His people. 

Therefore, He troubles the secularists. This also is 
vanity and grasping for the wind. 

Ecclesiastes 2.26
Solomon Tried Reasoning

Sinner’s Stuff, Recycled
To the good, wisdom/knowledge makes joy,
but a sinner’s stuff, God will deploy
 onto this fellow’s heap,
 and since I got it cheap,
’tis vexation of spirit, my boy.
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Is Wisdom Better Than 
Foolishness? 

Does wisdom benefit those who have 
it? 

Aug 7 Ecc 2.12–26 

Let us not complain over what we do not have, 
but enjoy what God gives. What is the point in all 
that we do? We are going to die anyway. Who will 
remember us and what we have done? This that Paul 
wrote, we do know, “Therefore, my beloved breth-
ren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not 
in vain in the Lord” (1Co 15.58). Let us also not 
forget what John wrote, “And the world is passing 
away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of 
God abides forever” (1Jo 2.17). You have to be in 
the Lord for all that you do to profit you. Are you 
in the Lord? 

God Balances Life 
Beautifully 

Why is there a downside to every 
upside and vice versa? 

Aug 8 Ecc 3.1–13 

Everything is vanity. It is all grasping for the 
wind. All labor proves profitless in the end because 
we all die. Most of what we achieve we do not pass 
on, because current generations do not learn from 
previous generations and succeeding generations 
shall not learn from present generations. Why then 
do we labor so much during our days under the sun? 
Regardless of who we are and of what we do, we still 
die. The wise and the foolish both alike die. Why 
then be wise? Why work? We know it is the gift of 
God for us to work and to enjoy life. Man and his 
ways are like the earth, which Solomon depicted in 
1.4–7. The sun rises and the sun goes down. The 
wind blows in one direction, then another. The riv-
ers run into the sea, only to return to the beginning 
again. Like the earth, the generations of man repeat 
themselves. There is a season for everything of man’s 
and there is a purpose for every time in human his-
tory. 

Aug 9 Ecc 3.1–8 
Everything Has a Season 

1–8 To everything there is a season… God bal-
ances life beautifully. For every up, there is a cor-
responding down. For every down, there is a cor-
responding up. For every positive, there is a counter 
negative. For every negative, there is a counter posi-
tive. Life is both mountains and valleys. Life has 
victories and life has depressions. Life does not al-
ways go the way we want it to, and sometimes it 
does. Life can be pleasant and sometimes it can be 
horrible. Some old things need replacing. Later the 
replacement becomes old. The cycle starts again. 
Nothing under the sun lasts forever. Good things 
do not last forever on the earth. Evil things do not 
last forever either. “When life is especially difficult, 
we are prone to see only one side of the situation” 
(Warren Wiersbe, Bible Commentary: Old Testa-
ment, p. 438). Never forget that God controls life 
under the sun and that He keeps things balanced. 
Remembering these words of Solomon, and of Job 
1, will help you find meaning in life by knowing 
and accepting the balances of life. “Naked I came 
from my mother’s womb, And naked shall I return 
there. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken 
away; Blessed be the name of the LORD” (Job 
1.21). “Then his wife said to him, ‘Do you still hold 
fast to your integrity? Curse God and die!’ But he 
said to her, ‘You speak as one of the foolish women 
speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God, and 
shall we not accept adversity?’ In all this Job did not 
sin with his lips” (Job 2.9, 10). 
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Aug 10 Ecc 3.9, 10 
Our God-Given Labor 

9, 10 What profit has the worker from… Con-
sidering that everything has its season and every pur-
pose has its time, what profit does the worker have 
from all the labor he puts out? Where do his things 
and his purpose fit in? Solomon stated in verse 10, 
the God-given task with which He wants us occu-
pied. He wants us to work. Did not someone say 
that an idle mind is the devil’s workshop? God cre-
ated you with the ability to work. Therefore, work 
and you shall enjoy life, “…aspire to lead a quiet 
life, to mind your own business, and to work with 
your own hands, as we commanded you, that you 
may walk properly toward those who are outside, 
and that you may lack nothing” (1Th 4.11, 12). “I 
have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, 
that you must support the weak. And remember the 
words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more 
blessed to give than to receive’” (Acts 20.35). How-
ever, do not think that life under the sun completes 
our purpose. There is something greater and Solo-
mon hinted at it in 2.24–26. He hinted at it also 
in 3.10. 

Aug 11 Ecc 3.11 
God Made Beauty 

11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. 
Also He has… God made everything beautiful in its 
appropriate time. Do not think of labor as evil, be-
cause God created us for labor. Good things come 
from our labor. Work and you shall see God’s beauty. 
The life-events of 3.1–8 centered on the activities of 
earth. God wants us occupied with our lives under 
the sun, but He also did something else when He 
made us, putting eternity in our hearts. We know 
that there is more to our existence than our work 
on earth. Think about it. Look at the magnificent 
things you and the rest of humanity can do. It goes 
beyond whatever work occupies you. Can we say 
that our purpose is merely to work, collect a pay-
check, retire, then die? We know God put us here. 
He put eternity in our hearts, because He Himself is 
eternal and He wants our minds to go to the eternal. 
While living under the sun, He wants our minds to 
go above the sun. He wants us to contemplate what 
we cannot fully contemplate. He put the idea of 
eternity in our hearts, but then showed that no one 
can find out God’s work from beginning to end. 

Aug 12 Ecc 3.12, 13 
What We Know 

12, 13 I know that nothing is better for them 
than to… Yes, consider eternity, but do not let that 
excuse you from living life to the fullest on the earth. 
Rejoice and do good things on earth. Eat, drink, and 
enjoy good that all your labor brings to you. God 
gives that to us. Solomon made us look at God and 
eternity by using what we do on earth. Our awe-
some capabilities make us think that we have been 
created. He obviously wants us to enjoy life. 
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God Balances Life 
Beautifully 

Why is there a downside to every 
upside and vice versa? 

Aug 13 Ecc 3.1–13 

Solomon said in 3.11 that God, “has made 
everything beautiful in its time.” Yet, some of the 
things the preacher/king listed in verses 1–8 were 
times of suffering. How can suffering be beautiful? 
The downside of life can produce beautiful things 
in us. He will address that more in chapter 7. (Also 
read Isa 61.1–7 and Rom 8.28.) Even as the seed 
does not compare to the flower in beauty and the 
caterpillar does not match up to the butterfly, so 
God works in us through the negatives of life to cre-
ate something beautiful in us. We do not currently 
compare to what we shall be, “For I consider that 
the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to 
be compared with the glory which shall be revealed 
in us” (Rom 8.18). Life goes from one extreme to 
another. Do not despair because you cannot see the 
purpose. God—not the government, not the weath-
er, and not other forces—controls all. Even as the 
wonders of summer end, and autumn, winter, and 
spring follow before we experience summer again, 
so are all the cycles of life. Just make sure that you 
and God know each other. 

Why God Does What He 
Does 

What does God want us to learn from 
what He does? 

Aug 14 Ecc 3.14–22 

Can you figure out the ways of God in life? We 
know He loves us. We know that He is in control. 
Yet, we do not understand why He does some things 
that He does. You know you should be learning 
something from this, but what? 

Aug 15 Ecc 3.14, 15 
Why God Does What He Does 

14, 15 I know that whatever God does, It shall 
be… Who is God? If we understand who He is, then 
we know certain things are true about Him, putting 
Him in strong contrast to what we have seen about 
man. First, whatever God does lasts forever, not so 
with man. Second, no one can add to what God has 
done, whereas we can generally add to what man has 
done. Third, no one can take away from what God 
has done, whereas we can often take away from what 
man has done. Why does God do such immovable, 
unchangeable, and unalterable things? Solomon 
said God does it that we should fear before Him. 
We see our feeble works and God’s awesome works. 
That makes us fear God, standing in awe of Him, 
trembling with the thought of someone so grand! 
Mark 4 shows that after Jesus stilled a storm on the 
Sea of Galilee, the disciples feared and asked a ques-
tion. Solomon said that God does the same with us 
daily. “And they feared exceedingly, and said to one 
another, ‘Who can this be, that even the wind and 
the sea obey Him!’” (Mark 4.41). 
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Aug 16 Ecc 3.14, 15 
Why God Does What He Does 

14, 15 I know that whatever God does, It shall 
be… Who is God that we cannot add to His works 
or take away from them? As Solomon said before, so 
he said again, That which exists now, already existed 
in the past, and what shall be in the future, already 
existed in the past and in the present. How does 
God deal with all the things of man? God requires 
an account of what men and women have done. 
These two verses take us to the edge of the two great 
things I have been writing about, that there is some-
thing we do and that there is something coming, 
that give meaning and purpose to everything we do 
under the sun. Did you identify them? 

Aug 17 Ecc 3.16, 17 
Everything Has a Judgment 

16, 17 Moreover I saw under the sun: In the 
place of judgment… Man corrupts and reverses ev-
erything God does or wants. Isaiah 5 revealed a cou-
ple centuries later this problem, and pronounced a 
woe upon those who reverse the things God puts in 
order. “Woe to those who call evil good, and good 
evil; Who put darkness for light, and light for dark-
ness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!” 
(Isa 5.20). We need to be attuned to God’s thinking 
and way. Notice the way Solomon began verse 16. 
This is how it looks “under the sun.” Looking at life 
under the sun, it seems that justice fails. However, 
remember what Solomon just said in verse 15. God 
will require an account. Listen to what he said in verse 
17. Even when it appears that justice has not been 
carried out, God will carry it out at the Judgment. 
At the Judgment every purpose and every work will 
have its time. God will do something about wicked-
ness and iniquity. Do not despair. Even as there is a 
season for everything under heaven and a time for 
every purpose under the sun, there will be a season 
and a time for every wickedness and every iniquity 
above the sun before God at the Judgment. 

Aug 18 Ecc 3.18–21 
Why God Allows Death 

18–21 I said in my heart, “Concerning the con-
dition of the sons of men…” Solomon addressed the 
issue of death back in 2.12–16. The wise and the 
fool both alike die. Why does God allow that? 3.18 
says that God tests the sons of men that we might 
learn that in many respects we are like animals. Even 
as both the wise and the fool die, so both man and 
the animals die. Even as the common death of the 
wise and the fool makes us think temporarily that 
they both end up the same, yet, we just heard Solo-
mon say that such is not the case, so the common 
end of the sons of men and of animals makes us 
think temporarily that they both end up the same, 
yet, we heard Solomon say (3.16–17) that man does 
not end at death. Therefore, looking at life from un-
der the sun only, makes us think that all is vanity, 
because we end up like the animals. Like the animals 
we return to the dust, because we were made from 
the dust. From our vantage point under the sun, can 
you tell what happens to either man or beast after 
death? Nothing on this earth makes us think there is 
a spirit of man or of beast and which direction each 
goes. We need communication from above the sun 
to know. 
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Aug 19 Ecc 3.22 
Live Life to the Fullest 

22 So I perceived that nothing is better than that 
a man should… Again, life looks despairing, but 
hang on because Solomon will show us that there is 
more to life than what we see on the earth under the 
sun. Therefore, it is good to rejoice in your works. 
Your heritage is to enjoy life and to enjoy what you 
do. Make the most of everything and every op-
portunity. Who can bring a man to see what will 
happen after him? Man cannot do that. Only God 
can. God knows what your successors will do. God 
knows what will happen to you after your death. 

Why God Does What He 
Does 

What does God want us to learn from 
what He does? 

Aug 20 Ecc 3.14–22 

If it is true that God knows what will happen to 
you after your death, does it not make sense then to 
place your life in His hands and to live your life with 
an awareness of His existence and the Judgment? Are 
you ready to do something about it now? Do you 
believe with all your heart that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of the living God? Are you in Christ? If you 
want to be in Christ because you believe in Him, 
you must now submit to baptism for the forgiveness 
of all your past sins. 

We Need One Another 
“It is not good that man should be 

alone” 

Aug 21 Ecc 4 

After God created Adam, God said, “It is not 
good that man should be alone…” (Gen 2.18). 
Therefore, God created this wonderful thing we call 
marriage. Because of that we are here today. It is not 
good for Christians to be alone. Therefore, God cre-
ated this wonderful thing we call the church. Every 
one of us has benefited from Christians who have 
gone before us. Some think they do not need others. 
They see no need for the church especially, believ-
ing they can worship God alone. However, the Holy 
Spirit through Solomon showed us that we need one 
another. Next, Solomon will show us four areas of 
life that prove we need one another. Therefore, we 
have to learn to work with one another in a spirit of 
cooperation. 
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Aug 22 Ecc 4.1–3 
Oppression 

1–3 Then I returned and considered all the op-
pression that is done under the… Solomon makes us 
look at the tears of the oppressed. What do we see? 
They have no comforter. He makes us look at the 
oppressors. What do we see? They have power. They 
have power to oppress, which means they also have 
power to comfort, but they do not do it. The tears 
of the oppressed do not touch the powerful oppres-
sors. This great injustice made Solomon conclude 
that the dead are praiseworthy. They do not have to 
anguish over the oppressed and their lack of com-
forters. Sometimes death can be better than living. 
The living witness the horrors of injustice. The dead 
have left those things behind. Yet, still the dead saw 
those things while alive. Therefore, Solomon said the 
one who never lived on the earth has it even better. 
That person never saw the evil we see. Job said many 
of the same things. The devil oppressed Job horribly, 
making him wish that he had never been born, or 
that he had died at birth, or that he had died in 
the midst of his misery (Read Job 3). However, let 
every Christian cherish the truth of Second Corin-
thians 1. Do you know from personal experience 
the power of these words? If you do, look for some-
one oppressed and give him this passage, “Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who 
comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be 
able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with 
the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted 
by God” (2Co 1.3, 4). 

Aug 23 Ecc 4.4–6 
Toil 

4–6 Again, I saw that for all toil and every skill-
ful work a man is… For all the work you do and ev-
ery skill you acquire, someone will envy you. Some-
one will oppress you. Someone will criticize you, 
not because they have a legitimate complaint, but 
they envy what you can do. Therefore, they seek to 
tear you down to make themselves look better. You 
can be honest and not hurt anyone, nevertheless, 
someone will envy you. That is vanity and grasping 
for the wind. You are not the problem. Moreover, 
your critic does not truly elevate himself, but lowers 
himself in the eyes of those who listen to him. He 
does not improve his work, his skills, and his proj-
ects by envying you. Therefore, do not let it get you 
down. The critic does not get out and improve what 
he can do. No, he sits back, believing that if he was 
in your position he could do a much better job. He 
folds his hands and accomplishes nothing. His bit-
ter envy consumes his own body. He does not live a 
happy and contented life. Wishing that he was you 
or someone better than you only leads to his own 
poverty of soul. If you fight such a person you are 
attempting to grasp the wind. Learn that it is better 
to have a handful with quietness than two hands full 
with endless toil and activity. The latter only leads 
to grasping for the wind. Therefore, do not knock 
yourself out trying to keep others from envying you. 
Just do your job and be happy. Let the critic’s bitter-
ness tear him up. 

Aug 24 Ecc 4.7–12 
Companionship 

7–12 Then I returned, and I saw vanity under 
the sun… Solomon saw still another vanity under 
the sun. He had already seen the oppressed without 
a comforter, the skillful with an enemy, and now the 
loner with no friend. A person without friend, with-
out family he is building, and without a family from 
which he came. For whom does he live? For whom 
does he do things? He works and works, but he nev-
er has enough, because what he does cannot replace 
human relationships. Many of these people do not 
even consider why they work so hard, never enjoy-
ing the good things of life. Solomon said such a life 
is vanity and a grave misfortune. Whereas, there are 
four benefits to human relationships. Two are better 
than one because they have a good reward for their 
labor. They accomplish so much more. Two work-
ing together can do more than four working alone. 
If one falls, his friend will lift him up. Yet, if some-
one falls alone, he has no one to help him. There is 
a time for solitude, but not a whole life of solitude. 
Some Christians do not want fellowship with other 
Christians. How can they fulfill passages that speak 
of one another relationships? One keeps the other 
warm. How can you keep warm alone? “The im-
age is taken from man and wife, but applies univer-
sally to the warm sympathy derived from social ties” 
(Fausset, p. 524). With human relationships we are 
stronger. Others can overpower the loner. Yet, like a 
threefold cord, those with companions do not break 
easily. 



The Bible Meditator Page 14 August AD 2010

Aug 25 Ecc 4.13–16 
Popularity 

13–16 Better a poor and wise youth Than an old 
and foolish… What good is an old and foolish king 
who will not listen to admonishment? A youth in 
that kingdom who is poor but wise is better than the 
king. The king started out young, poor, and foolish. 
However, his exaltation, his success, his popular-
ity went to his head. He saw no more need to lis-
ten to instruction and correction. He became king 
with new and exciting promises of change. Then, he 
eventually became unpopular. Another youth came 
along and the citizens sided with him. They liked his 
promises and his proposals for change. The people 
wanted to abandon the old king and go with the new 
guy. Guess what happened. After the second youth 
became king, the generations that followed did not 
like him just as the previous generation did not like 
the first king. Does that sound familiar? People like 
one president. Later they do not like him anymore. 
They want something new. They want change. They 
get something new and they do not like that guy 
either! Israel became dissatisfied with the sons of 
Samuel and seeing Samuel grow old, they wanted a 
king. God gave them Saul. Israel rejoiced, but then 
they did not like him. God gave them David. Israel 
rejoiced, but later they sided with Absalom. God 
gave them Solomon. Israel rejoiced, but later most 
followed Jeroboam. God gave them Rehoboam. Is-
rael rejoiced, but then they went to Jeroboam. How 
far back shall I go with America and her presidents? 
How far back shall I go with congregations and el-
ders, preachers? 

We Need One Another 
“It is not good that man should be 

alone” 

Aug 26 Ecc 4 

Listen, we need one another. The political prob-
lems Solomon addressed in verses 13–16 show that 
we need one another. The personal problems that 
confront us according to verses 7–12 show that we 
need one another. The plodding problems we labor 
over that we read in verses 4–6 show that we need 
one another. The persecuting problems that tor-
ment us that Solomon showed in verses 1–3 show 
that we need one another. Let us not, therefore, tear 
one another down, but let us build one another up. 
Sin and the devil tore you down. Let God salvage 
you through belief, repentance, baptism, and obedi-
ence in Jesus. 

Think About Your 
Promises and Possessions 
Remember God in your promises and 

in your possessions 

Aug 27 Ecc 5.1–17 

You are in trouble. A problem so overwhelms 
you that you do not know what to do. You can-
not sleep at night because your trouble will not 
leave your mind. You are helpless. Then you think 
of an option that has been there all along, but you 
thought you could fix the problem by yourself. Fi-
nally, you pray to God, promising to do something 
for Him, if He will deliver you from your vexing 
situation. Solomon addresses this issue in the first 
part of Ecclesiastes 5. At the end of Ecclesiastes 4 
Solomon showed the passing vanity of popularity, 
driving us from the world, which should drive us 
to God. Solomon now addresses that in chapter 5. 
When the world disappoints, do not run from the 
church, but go to the church to find God and un-
derstanding. 
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Aug 28 Ecc 5.1–7 
The Sacrifice of Fools 

1–7 Walk prudently when you go to… Do not 
enter worship flippantly. Think on what you do! 
Think on the words you sing. Listen to the prayers 
and say amen if you agree. Draw near to hear God 
rather than offering the sacrifice of fools. When fools 
offer sacrifices they do evil, unaware of it. The sac-
rifice of fools is this: They speak rashly and hastily 
before God. They speak many words, making prom-
ises before Him. They make vows to God, or before 
Him, but do not pay them. Therefore, in verses 1–7 
Solomon urges us to be swift to hear and slow to 
speak when we draw near to God. Speak, yes, but 
do not be hasty. Do not make promises to God that 
you will not keep later. Do something to remind 
yourself of the promise. Remember that God is in 
heaven and you are on the earth. He has the power 
to do what you request. He also has the power to 
take it back if you do not keep your promises. Say 
what you mean and mean what you say. Do what 
you mean and mean what you do. A dream comes 
through much activity. Simply dreaming does not 
accomplish things. We have to dream, but then we 
have to act on our desires. God would much rather 
see us act than utter many words that we will not 
keep later. 

Aug 29 Ecc 5.1–7 
The Sacrifice of Fools 

1–7 Walk prudently when you go to… The fool 
reveals himself by his many words. The wise per-
son reveals himself through his much activity. If you 
make a promise, keep it, for if you do not pay it, God 
will have no pleasure in you, considering you a fool. 
You do not want to hear that God has no pleasure in 
you. Solomon said bluntly in verse 5 that we do not 
have to make vows. God would much rather have a 
person who does not make promises, but who goes 
about doing what needs to be done than the person 
who says he will do it, but never does it. God is 
not pleased with high sounding words of how dedi-
cated we are. He would rather see a promise done 
than hear one. In verse 6 Solomon said not keeping 
promises is sin. We cannot say when it comes time 
for us to keep our word that we suddenly decide we 
were mistaken in making that promise. That will an-
ger God and He will destroy the work of our hands. 
Imagine that you have a dream and you ask God 
for His help. He gives it and you experience 
the fulfillment of your dream. Then He takes 
it away because you forgot to keep your prom-
ise. Solomon wants us to remember that in the 
multitude of dreams and many words there is 
only vanity, but that we should fear God. 

Aug 30 Ecc 5.8, 9 
Officials 

8, 9 If you see the oppression of the poor, and 
the… Solomon addressed the problem of oppres-
sion in 4.1–3. When you see the poor oppressed, 
and justice and righteousness violently perverted, 
do not marvel at the matter. People are watching. 
A high official sees the oppression. A still higher of-
ficial watches over that official. An even higher of-
ficial watches over that official. We wonder whether 
someone will do something about what is going on. 
Someone sees the oppression and they will do some-
thing about it. It may not always be when we want it 
done. The highest official, God, watches to see high 
officials do something. (Compare Isa 59 and Jer 5.) 
Ultimately the king or the highest ruler in the land, 
benefits from what the worker of the land does. 
Therefore, the king will not tolerate the oppression 
of the poor for very long, if he is wise. Oppress the 
worker and hurt yourself. 

Ecclesiastes 5.7
Solomon Tried Religion

Placate, Not Relate
God’s in heaven, while we’re here below.
A wise man chooses words, apropos.
 Won’t delay keeping vow.
 You should settle up now.
Don’t prevaricate, since you don’t know.
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Aug 31 Ecc 5.10–17 
Riches 

10–17 He who loves silver will not be satisfied with silver; Nor he who loves… 
Silver does not satisfy. Satisfaction is an inward thing. Silver is on the outside. How 
can something on the outside satisfy what is inside? Silver does not project from this 
world into the spirit. There are things in this world that can project into the spirit. 
Another person can. The word of God can. This is why life is not about things, “Take 
heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance 
of the things he possesses” (Luke 12.15). Rather than bringing satisfaction, what 
does the increase of goods bring? (v. 11) Solomon said when we have abundance, 
we increase. The only thing that things give are things to see. In contrast to that, 
the laboring man sleeps sweetly, whereas the abundance of the rich inhibits sleep. 
The accumulation of riches can create a severe evil under the sun, when the owner 
of riches becomes stingy. Stinginess hurts him, whereas he thought that keeping his 
wealth would save him. ✞
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The Story of the Bible By Steve Lloyd
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8:1 Now it came to pass when Samuel was old that he 
made his sons judges over Israel.  2 The name of his 
firstborn was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; 
they were judges in Beersheba.  3 But his sons did not 
walk in his ways; they turned aside after dishonest gain, 
took bribes, and perverted justice. 

8:4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and 
came to Samuel at Ramah,  5 and said to him, “Look, 
you are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. 
Now make us a king to judge us like all the nations.” 

8:6 But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, 
“Give us a king to judge us.” So Samuel prayed to the 
LORD. 7 And the LORD said to Samuel, “Heed the voice 
of the people in all that they say to you; for they have 
not rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that I 
should not reign over them.  8 According to all the 
works which they have done since the day that I 
brought them up out of Egypt, even to this day�with
which they have forsaken Me and served other gods�so 
they are doing to you also.  9 Now therefore, heed their 
voice. However, you shall solemnly forewarn them, and 
show them the behavior of the king who will reign over 
them.”

8:10 So Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the 
people who asked him for a king.  11 And he said, “This 
will be the behavior of the king who will reign over you: 
He will take your sons and appoint them for his own 
chariots and to be his horsemen, and some will run 
before his chariots. 12 He will appoint captains over his 
thousands and captains over his fifties, will set some to 
plow his ground and reap his harvest, and some to make 
his weapons of war and equipment for his chariots.  13
He will take your daughters to be perfumers, cooks, and 
bakers.  14 And he will take the best of your fields, your 
vineyards, and your olive groves, and give them to his 
servants.  15 He will take a tenth of your grain and your 
vintage, and give it to his o�cers and servants.  16 And 
he will take your male servants, your female servants, 
your finest young men, and your donkeys, and put them 
to his work.  17 He will take a tenth of your sheep. And 
you will be his servants.  18 And you will cry out in that 

day because of your king whom you have chosen for 
yourselves, and the LORD will not hear you in that day.” 

8:19 Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice 
of Samuel; and they said, “No, but we will have a king 
over us,  20 that we also may be like all the nations, and 
that our king may judge us and go out before us and 
fight our battles.” 

8:21 And Samuel heard all the words of the people, and 
he repeated them in the hearing of the LORD. 22 So the 
LORD said to Samuel, “Heed their voice, and make them 
a king.”
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Of this material, Steve says, “I 
consider this one of the major 

turning points in the  Bible. YHWH 
was their king, but Israel wanted to 
be like the nations around them. 

They had their eyes on the current 
prospects for leadership in Israel and 

they did not like what they saw. (I 
don’t think YHWH liked what they 
saw either.) I am devoting an entire 

chapter or two to this one event 
alone and its ramifications in my 
upcoming book The Story of the 

Bible.”
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By Don Ruhl 
Can you imagine life without laws? 

Would it not be dangerous? Just think 
if traffic laws did not 
exist! Would a nation 
be a pleasant place 
to live without laws? 
For the reasons you 
can imagine, God 
has never left the 
world or His people 
without law. How 
could we function if 
natural law did not 
exist? 

Look at Israel 
in the wilderness. 
Once out of Egypt, 
their common en-
emy, they needed something to keep 
them together as a people. They had 
complained about their slave condi-

tions, but in freedom they complained 
again. Exodus 15 shows that just after 
a mere three days of traveling from the 
Red Sea toward the Promised Land, 

they found a reason 
to complain, the 
lack of water (Exo 
15.22–24). Rather 
than asking God to 
provide them with 
water, they com-
plained about the 
conditions. 

Interestingly, it 
was a journey of three 
days that Moses had 
requested of Pharaoh 
that Israel be allowed 
to sacrifice in the wil-
derness, but Pharaoh 

refused. Israel got what she wanted, but 
complained when she received it. Right 
then God began to make laws for Israel. 

Notice the two things that Moses did. 
He fixed the water situation, but He 
also began to create something for Isra-
el’s good that the nation might learn to 
obey God, cast-
ing a tree into a 
source of bitter 
water to make 
the water sweet 
(Exo 15.25, 
26). 

What also 
began to hap-
p e n — s o m e -
thing repeated 
throughout the 
wanderings, and 
indeed, during 
all of Israel’s his-
tory—was com-
plaining or rebellion or both. Moses 
(or a judge or a king or someone else) 
interceded with God. God helped the 

people. God told Israel to obey Him. 
The people promised to remain loyal. 
Then they rebelled again and the pat-
tern repeated itself. 

Judges 2 
even makes the 
point of explain-
ing that such 
happened dur-
ing the days of 
the judges. The 
very next chap-
ter provides an 
example of this 
very thing. Is-
rael did not like 
their accommo-
dations or food, 
so they com-
plained, wish-

ing that they were still in Egypt (Exo 
16.2, 3). 

What did God do? He blessed 

The Bible In
Our World

Lesson 8

Israel’s Journey and Law 
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them. “Then the LORD said to Moses, 
‘Behold, I will rain bread from heaven 
for you. And the people shall go out 
and gather a certain quota every day, 
that I may test them, whether they will 
walk in My law or not’” (Exo 16.4). 

He gave instructions and laws on 
how they were to deal with the bread. 
The Lord also gave Israel quail to eat. 
What did Israel call the bread-like sub-
stance? They called it “manna.” That’s 
Hebrew for, “What is it?” The Lord 
gave them something else also, wanting 
them to know that there is more to life 
than bread. 

Deuteronomy 8 reveals the 
greater gift God gave them, that of 

His word, showing them 
that man does not live by 
bread alone (Deu 8.3). 

Why did God give 
them manna from 
above? To teach them 
that man does not live 

by bread alone, that we need heaven’s 
involvement in our lives, which is why 
the bread came from heaven. 

Moses the Lawgiver 
Moses played many roles for Israel, 

as we all do. For Is-
rael he was libera-
tor, leader, judge, 
prophet, and law-
giver. 

How can 
someone be both a 
liberator and a law-

giver? Liberation is from 
tyranny, but law prevents 
tyranny, so that law gives 
liberty. 

Through Moses, 
the people encountered 
God. Moses brought 
them to Mt. Sinai, and there God made 
a covenant with Israel, as He had made 
a covenant with Noah and Abraham. 
God went from making covenants with 
the world through Noah to making a 
covenant with a man and his family 

through Abraham 
to making a cov-
enant with a na-
tion through Mo-
ses and to making 
a covenant with 
the world again 
through Christ. 

Exodus 19 shows Israel at Mt. Si-
nai and how the Lord viewed the peo-
ple and what they promised to do. He 
viewed them as, “a special treasure,” 
and that they would, “be to Me a king-
dom of priests and a holy nation.” The 
people promised, “All that the LORD 
has spoken we will do” (Exo 19.4–8). 

We use Sinai to name many things 
in America. For example, a famous 
hospital in Southern California, where 
many actors go, is Cedars-Sinai Medi-
cal Center, which is the result of a 
merger in 1961 between two major Los 
Angeles hospitals, Cedars of Lebanon 

and Mount Sinai Home for the In-
curables. 

“This drawing of Moses by calligrapher Hillel 
Braverman is actually a micrograph—a picture 
composed of thousands of tiny words. The artist 
used every word of the Book of Deuteronomy, 
in Hebew, to draw the image…” (The Bible and 

It’s Influence,” p. 77). 

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles
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Then God had Moses go up into 
the mountain and gave the Law. This 
experienced changed Moses forever, as 
his face shone with the glory of God. 

The Ten 
Commandments 

Israel had to know her part in the 
covenant. God gave them His Law, 
but the part that epitomized His Law 
was the Ten Commandments, found 
in Exodus 20.2–17. Why do the Ten 
Commandments stand out? They put 
in detail how to love God and how to 
love one’s neighbor, because if we love 
our neighbor, we will not do harm to 
him. The Ten Commandments em-
phasize relationships. Many people use 
the Ten Commandments to protest the 
death penalty, because the sixth com-
mandment says, “You shall not commit 
kill,” (or murder in newer translations). 

How do 
you answer 
that argu-
ment? The 
Bible com-
mands the death 
penalty in other 
passages, includ-
ing the very next 
chapter in the 
Bible, Exodus 
21! 

Moses 
and His 
Farewell 

The last 
Book of the 
Pentateuch, the 
Book of Deuter-
onomy, has the 
farewell messag-

es of Mo-
ses, as he 
recounted 
their forty 
years in 

the wilderness, 
and his words 
of exhortation. 
Deuteronomy 
30.15–20 sum-
marizes much 
of the Book of 
Deuteronomy, 
“See, I have set 
before you today 
life and good, 
death and evil.” 

Moses spoke 
those words be-
cause he would 
not enter the 
Land of Canaan. 

George El-

iot (a male pseudonym for the English 
novelist, Mary Ann Evans), wrote of 
Moses in a poem, showing the signifi-
cance of this great man, 

He has no tomb. 
He dwells not with you dead, 

but lives in Law. 

Why did the journey from Egypt 
to Canaan take forty years? Numbers 
14.26–38 shows that they did not be-
lieve they could defeat the inhabitants 
of the land, although the Lord prom-
ised the land to them and promised to 
be with them to defeat their enemies. 

Where do we get the term, “scape-
goat,” and what does it mean? It comes 
from the Law given by Moses found in 
Leviticus 16.20–22. 

Our American forefathers used 
words from Leviticus 25.10 to write on 
the Liberty Bell. 
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Samuel F. B. Morse used Numbers 
23.23 to demonstrate the telegraph and 
Morse code. 

These things show how the Bible 
has influenced our world. ✞ 

Proclaim LIBERTY throughout all the Land unto 
all the Inhabitants thereof Lev. XXV X

By Order of the ASSEMBLY of the Province of 
PENSYLVANIA for the State House in Philada

Samuel F. B. Morse used Numbers 23.23 to demonstrate the 
telegraph and Morse code

The famous telegram sent by Samuel F. B. Morse from the 
Capitol in Washington to Alfred Vail in Baltimore in 1844: 

“What hath God wrought”
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�emove from me 
the way of lying,

�nd grant 
me �our law 
graciously.

(�salm 119.29)

“Saying a Prayer to God,” © Nilanjan Bhattacharya | Dreamstime.com


