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By Nathan House

In the Gospel of Matthew, chapter twenty-three, Christ pro-
nounces seven “woes” on the Scribes and Pharisee’s—the Jewish 
elite of the first century. When Christ walked the earth, He 

frequently challenged the way that society was living. If Christ 
were physically walking the streets of America today, what would 
He say? If He picked up our newspaper and watched our news, 
what social sins would He deal with? If Christ walked into our 
worship service and saw the way we lived, heard the sermons we 
hear, and participated in the classes we offer, what would He see 
in us? In what ways might He challenge our daily lives today?

1. WOE TO YOU AMERICA, FOR YOU CALL SIN RIGHTEOUSNESS
You sin and justify it. You live together outside of the holy 

sanctification of marriage because you claim you love each other. 
You justify living together by saying, “We’re getting to know each 
other.” You call homosexuality an “alternative lifestyle.” 

Over 50% of marriages began between 1990 and 1994 began 
with couples living together. Frequently this sin is justified by 
saying it is a good way to “get to know each other,” and that it is 
a good time to see if they are “sexually compatible.”

Teen sex, adulterous relationships, “swinging,” homosexual-

ity, and many other types of 
immorality are met with com-
mon acceptance. In America, 
it’s common to say, “They are 
consenting adults” and believe 
that this makes any sin accept-
able. The reality is, society does 
not even care if they are not 
adults. For example, teenagers 
wanting to have sex with an-
other teenager will frequently 
be provided condoms for their 
sexual “experience,” with little 
guidance. “Just make sure this 
is something you really want 
to do” or “make sure you really 
love him (her).”

The reality of this type of 
sin is that there is frequently a 
risk of STD’s, violence, and a 
breaking up of the family unit. 
The more grave consequence 
is seen in the words of the 
Hebrew writer when he warns 
of God’s judgment, “Let mar-
riage be held in honor among 

all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the 
sexually immoral and adulterous” (He. 13:4). 

That judgment is made clear in Revelation 21:8 where the 
One seated on the throne, the Alpha and Omega makes this 
statement, “But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, 
as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and 
all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and 
sulfur, which is the second death.”

2. WOE TO YOU AMERICA, MURDERERS, FOR YOU, THE 
“GREATEST IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN,” ARE A “CHOICE.” 
YOU KILL TO HIDE YOUR SIN AND TO GRANT YOU FREEDOM 

FROM RESPONSIBILITY
In America there are over one million babies killed each 

year by abortion. Planned Parenthood is the largest provider of 
this “service.” For every 1 baby they adopt out, they kill 1,000. 
Last year Planned Parenthood made approximately $128 million 
dollars on abortions alone. Women who take the lives of these 
babies do so for a number of reasons. Common reasons are that 
the woman does not want the responsibility of a baby, that is, 

she wants her freedom. It is also common for young women to 
have abortions to hide their sin. It is “justified” in their minds 
as a choice. “My body, my choice” is a frequent defense. In 
the 1980s, Steve Milliken and Ray Boltz wrote a song entitled 
“What was I supposed to be?” The author first heard this song 
as recorded on the album Better than Life by Acappella. Included 
are the words to this powerful song. 

Jesus walked upon the earth on the shores of Galilee. Said 
to His disciples, “Let the little children come to me.” I wonder 
if up in heaven, do you suppose was the scene, little children 
asking, “What was I supposed to be?”

Chorus:
What was I supposed to be? What were my eyes supposed 

to see? Why did I taste of death before I even drew a breath or 
laid my head at my mother’s breast to sleep? Oh Jesus, what was 
I supposed to be?

Would I be a prophet used in the ministry? A doctor who 
would find a cure for some terrible disease? Even if I’d been 
born imperfect why couldn’t my daddy see that I’d a been made 
perfect when you came back for me. 

Oh Jesus, Jesus—what was I supposed to be?
 
Jesus Christ likened little children to the “greatest in the 

kingdom of Heaven” (Mt. 18:1–4). What brashness to kill the 
very ones that Jesus challenged us to be like? How horrendous 
a crime to kill and mutilate these “little ones”…their judgment 
is pronounced. “Whoever causes one of these little ones who 
believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great 
millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the 
depth of the sea” (Mt. 18:6). “There are six things that the LORD 
hates,  seven that are an abomination to him… and hands that 
shed innocent blood” (Pr. 6:16, 17). 

3. WOE TO YOU AMERICA, FOR YOU SEEK A GOD THAT IS NOT 
A GOD, AND DENY THE EXISTENCE OF YOUR CREATOR

Attacks on Christianity are common. A mocking of the bibli-
cal account of creation, and the Genesis flood is, perhaps, even 
more common. Recently an atheist ridiculed the Noahic flood, 
mockingly asking if God “shrunk the dinosaurs” so that they 
would fit on the ark? Another stated that the creation museum, 
which recently opened up in Kentucky, is an embarrassment to 
our country and one skeptic even posed the question, “Is China 
laughing at us? What will they think of America?” Without 
trying to be unkind, this writer can care less what the atheistic 
country of China thinks about our attempts to keep God where 
He should be. 
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Many Americans deny the true God and exalt things and 
people that are not God. Notice this quote: “Pantheism is an 
ancient religion that holds everything in the universe sacred. All 
of nature’s creations are divine, interconnected and each is a god. 
The whole is also what we call a god, not a supernatural entity 
but a living, throbbing mass of gods. The whole cannot be divine 
if each of its counterparts are not also sacred.” 

“All of nature’s creations are divine…each is a god…the 
whole…is a…throbbing mass of gods.” Credit for creation goes 
anywhere but to the One who created it. Many credit “nature” 
and some even claim, as does pantheism, that each is a god, and 
we are a throbbing mass of gods. 

What will we do as Americans, 
as Christians, to keep the lie of athe-
ism from growing? What will we do 
as Christian’s to defend the nature of 
the true God and the Christ? How 
will we vote? What will we respond 
to our neighbor, our children? How 
will we respond to our “teachers” and 
“professors”? 

4. WOE TO YOU AMERICA, FOR YOU 
HEED THE WORDS OF MEN, AND NOT 

OF GOD
It is a long and troubling list. A 

seemingly endless list. Names like 
William Miller, Mary Baker Eddy, 
Charles T. Russell, Joseph Smith, El-
len G. White, John Smyth, Muham-
mad—names of men and women who 
perverted the word of God and led 
many astray. 

Many in the religious world cling 
to the words of men and women who 
came many years after the completion 
of the Scripture. Many claimed divine guidance. Many claimed 
visions or special revelations from God. Many claimed to be 
the voice of God—announcing themselves to be a prophet or 
prophetess. 

Are we to believe that God sent someone after the Scriptures 
were written to add to or give a more complete understanding of 
what was written? Many state that we need to “pray to see whether 
these things are so” or to ask the Holy Spirit to let us know the 
truth. Is this why the Bereans were called “more noble” in Acts 
17:4, because they “felt” the Holy Spirit come upon them…be-
cause they heard the voice of God? No, they were “more noble” 

because they searched the Scriptures daily to see whether these 
things were so…that is what Luke said made them noble, and 
that is what we should do. 

Many cling to these beliefs…cling to the “founders” of their 
faith. Yet only One founder is given in Scripture (He. 2:10, 12:2) 
and that is the only founder we should cling to—Jesus Christ. 

Are not the Scriptures that are given adequate to guide 
us? Was Peter mistaken when he wrote, “His divine power has 
granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness”? Or 
were they somehow incomplete and untrustworthy that someone 
else should add their teachings to them? 

So here is a question: were people living without the com-

pleted gospel for 600 years? 1800 years?
The question should then be asked, did Jesus Christ give addi-

tional Scripture or insight after the completion of the Scriptures? As 
we noted earlier, Peter said there would be no need for additional 
Scriptures as all things are already provided. Jude would further 
comment in verse 3 that the faith was “once for all delivered to 
the saints.” So, was it necessary for God to deliver more because 
the Scriptures were incomplete? No—He had already delivered 
the one gospel, that provided everything for godliness—and this 
delivery was a one-time event.

5. WOE TO YOU AMERICAN’S, “CHRISTIANS,” FOR YOU LEAVE 
YOUR CHILDREN WITHOUT GUIDANCE

According to the U.S. census, one third of all school age 
children ages 5–14, in the US are “latch key kids.” The number 
ranges between 5–7 million and one expert, Marian Wright 
Edelman, thinks it is closer to 16 million children. Over half 
of “latch key kids” are doing poorly in school. Studies have also 
found that the afternoon hours after school are the peak hours for 
juvenile crimes—and in the last 11 years the juvenile crime rate 
has increased by 48%. Notice these quotes from author Frances 
Kemper Alston, and T. Berry Brazelton of Harvard University 

“The Carnegie Council on Adolescent 
Development found that 8th graders 
who are alone 11 hours a week are twice 
as likely to abuse drugs as adolescents 
who are busy after school. The Council 
also found that teens who have sexual 
intercourse do it in the afternoon in 
the home of boys whose parents work. 
Unsupervised children are more likely 
to become depressed, smoke cigarettes 
and marijuana and drink alcohol. They 
are also more likely to be the victims of 
crimes.” Frances Kemper Alston “Dur-
ing these all important bridge years 
between childhood and adulthood, kids 
really do need something constructive 
to do, and they also still need to have 
their activities supervised. Most of all, 
they need to know that their parents 
care about them, are involved in their 
lives, and have their best interests at 
heart” (T. Berry Brazelton). 

As Brazelton pointed out, children 
need to know their parents care about 
them and are involved in their lives. 

Children need to know that the parents have their best inter-
est at heart. If parents don’t have time to be with their kids, or 
make time to be with their kids, someone else will raise their 
children. Too many parents are okay with that. Too many will 
accept someone else raising their children, instilling in them 
their value system, rather than the values of the parents. The 
Scriptures make it clear that it is a parental responsibility to 
give spiritual guidance. 

Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest 
you forget the things that your eyes have seen, and lest 

America in 
December
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they depart from your heart all the days of your life. 
Make them known to your children and your children’s 
children (De. 4:9). 

You shall teach them diligently to your children, 
and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and 
when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, 
and when you rise (De. 6:7). 

 You shall teach them to your children, talking of 
them when you are sitting in your house, and when 
you are walking by the way, and when you lie down, 
and when you rise (De. 11:19). 

The Book of Deuteronomy repeatedly drives home the point 
that there is a responsibility to teach the children…a parental and 
even grandparental responsibility. Are we taking that responsibility 
seriously? If you do not raise your child, someone else will.

6. WOE TO YOU AMERICANS, “CHRISTIANS” FOR YOU SEEK 
A TREASURE IN THIS WORLD, AND FORSAKE THE KINGDOM OF 

GOD
American’s interest and Christian’s interests are way too 

similar: money, cars, houses, etc. Notice Christ’s words, “The 
kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a 
man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all 
that he has and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven 
is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one 
pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought 
it” (Mt. 13:44, 45). 

In this parable both men realized the value of the treasure 
they had found. They were so committed to the treasure that 
Christ says that they both sold all they had and bought the 
treasure. Do we as Americans, as Christians, realize the 
worth of the Kingdom of God? Consider the actions of 
those in the first century. In Acts 4 we read: “Now 
the full number of those who believed were of one 
heart and soul, and no one said that any of the 
things that belonged to him was his own, but 
they had everything in common. And with 
great power the apostles were giving their 
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 
There was not a needy person among 
them, for as many as were owners of 
lands or houses sold them and brought 
the proceeds of what was sold and 
laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had need” 

(Ac. 4:32–35). 
Learn to see where true value lies. It is not in the car you 

drive, the house you own, the clothes or make-up that you wear. 
We should value the hidden treasures of the heart! Value should 
not be in what “belongs to us” but rather in what we belong to! 
“Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair, 
the wearing of gold, or the putting on of clothing—but let your 
adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable 
beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is very 
precious” (1Pe. 3:3, 4). 

Consider what Peter is saying here. Each of the things Peter 
mentions in verse 3 are viewed by many as treasures—but what 
does Peter say is like a precious jewel in the eyes of God? A gentle 
and quiet spirit. Learn to see the value where we should see it…in 
those things that are “unseen” and yet eternal (2Co. 4:18). See 
the value in a woman adorned with holiness, or a young man 
praying for souls of others. See the value of an elderly sister as she 
weeps tears of joy for a soul redeemed. See the treasure that is the 
Kingdom of God. Realize the value Jesus placed on it. It was of 
such importance to him that he too, like the treasure seekers of 
Matthew 13, gave up everything for that treasure…including His 
own life—and did so with joy (Mt. 13:44, He. 12:1, 2).

7. WOE TO YOU AMERICAN’S “CHRISTIANS”, FOR YOU SEE 
NOT THE URGENCY OF SALVATION

“And He told them a parable, saying, ‘The land of a rich man 
produced plentifully, and he thought to himself, “What shall 
I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?” 
And he said, “I will do 

this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there 
I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my 
soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, 
eat, drink, be merry.” But God said to him, “Fool! This night 
your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, 
whose will they be?”’” (Lk. 12:16–20). 

This Parable calls us to recognize where value should be placed 
(point # VI), but it also demonstrates another very important 
point—we do not know when we will be called home. We reason and 
live as if we have another day and so fail in teaching the urgency 
of salvation. We fail to emphasize the vapor that is our life. That 
is why we are called to act “today,” “Today, if you hear His voice, 
do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion” (He. 3:15). “In a 
favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have 
helped you. Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation” (He. 6:2). “Come now, you who say, ‘Today or 
tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year 
there and trade and make a profit’—yet you do not know what 
tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that 
appears for a little time and then vanishes” (Ja. 4:13, 14). 

It is all too common to hear about the tragic loss of a teenager, 
or the unexpected death of a middle aged man who “seemed so 
healthy.” Many folks, not understanding the urgency of salvation, 
have uttered the words, “I’m just not ready yet.” As Christians, we 
bear the responsibility of teaching the truth—part of that truth 
is this: life is a vapor. There are no guarantees for another year, 
month or day. How do we respond when someone says “I’ll do 
it later”? That phrase should be like nails on a chalkboard. Too 
many souls have been lost because they believed they would “do 
it later.” Too many Christian friends have failed by accepting 
this excuse. Be careful! We need to see and teach the urgency 
of salvation. 

My intent in this article was not to deliver a message 
of cheer or a message to lift the souls, but rather a mes-

sage to open our eyes to the reality of physical versus 
spiritual. A call to see life through the eyes of God. 

To see value and beauty where He sees it. To see 
the hideousness of sin as just that. To realize 

that no life is a “choice.” 
It is my prayer that I may learn to see 

things as God sees them—and it should 
be the prayer of all of us. Hate sin, 
but love the sinner, lay up treasures in 
heaven, not on earth, realize the value 
that is human life—and even more 
importantly, the value of a human 
soul. ✞
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Meditating on Scripture Daily
Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Dec. 1 Daniel 12:8–13 
Daniel Does Not Understand 

8–13 Although I heard, I did not understand. Then 
I said, “My lord, what shall be the end of these things?” 
9 And he said, “Go your way, Daniel…” Daniel did not 
understand, and he is not the only one who had or has 
trouble understanding Scripture. Daniel wanted to know 
what shall be the end. The message of chapter 11 was about 
bad things, for the most part, happening to God’s people. 
Naturally, Daniel wanted to know when it would end. 
Daniel was to go his way because the understanding would 
be revealed at the end. The events of which Daniel wrote 
were of a time after his, therefore, neither he nor anyone he 
knew personally would experience these horrors. Therefore, 
Daniel, just go about your business, trusting completely 
in the Lord to punish the evildoers and to resurrect the 
wise. Many want to know the time of the end, but God 
simply tells us to go on our way. Be wise, be holy, teach 
others, mind your business, knowing that there is an end, 
and that God has everything in control. 

Dec. 2 Daniel 12:8–13 
Daniel Does Not Understand 

8–13 “…But you, go your way till the end; for you 
shall rest, and will arise to your inheritance at the end of 
the days.” The pure and wise shall understand later (v. 10), 
even as the apostles understood a prophecy of Christ later 
(Jn. 2:22). Yet, the wicked would continue to do wicked-
ness (v. 10). Regardless of their knowledge or ignorance, 
they would continue in wickedness. The time between (v. 
11) the taking away of the daily sacrifices and the setting 
up of the abomination of desolation would be 1290 days. 
There was a blessing (v. 12) for he who waited and came to 
the 1335 days. What do these times refer to? Most scholars 
do not know, but the point of the text was for the Jew to 
be patient. Daniel was to go his way (v. 13). He would 
rest. He would arise to his inheritance at the end. We can 
read and meditate on these matters, but some things will 
be a mystery to us. Therefore, we need to go our way and 
live as God wants. He wants us to know that all things are 
within His control. Just be faithful until death. 

Let us then be up and doing 

With a heart for any fate—
Still achieving, still pursuing, 
Learn to labor and to wait. 
—Longfellow 

Dec. 3 Daniel 12:8–13 
Daniel Does Not Understand 

8–13 “…But you, go your way till the end; for you 
shall rest, and will arise to your inheritance at the end of 
the days.” Rather than frustrating ourselves trying to un-
derstand impossible things, let us win others to Christ (v. 
3), and be content to let God deal with the hidden things 
(vv. 8, 9), while we grow in holiness (v. 10), always waiting 
on the Lord and rest in Him (vv. 12, 13). 

First Peter 1 shows what Daniel was doing, but that he 
was not able to achieve, yet, we can now have the fullness 
of his prophecies and God’s promises. All of the Bible, all 
of history, and all of heaven’s activities have been focused 
on what we can enjoy as Christians. Peter wrote of Daniel 
and the other prophets, “Of this salvation the prophets have 
inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of the 
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grace that would come to you, searching what, or what 
manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was 
indicating when He testified beforehand the sufferings 
of Christ and the glories that would follow. To them it 
was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were 
ministering the things which now have been reported to you 
through those who have preached the gospel to you by the 
Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things which angels desire 
to look into” (1Pe. 1:10–12). 

A Song of Love For God and 
His Bride 

Look at these two beautiful people in 
marriage 

Dec. 4 Psalm 45 
There is always excitement when a king is to be mar-

ried. There is just something about a single king that does 
not sound right. Psalm 45 shows the excitement of the 
King and His bride. 

It is appropriate that the preface begins, 
To the Chief Musician. Set to “The Lilies.” A Contem-

plation of the sons of Korah. A Song of Love. Psalm 45 shall 
speak of lilies, not blood. It shall celebrate love, not war. 

Dec. 5 Psalm 45:1 
Psalm 45 – A Good Theme 
1 My heart is overflowing with a good theme… The 

writer of this psalm was loyal to his King. Something good 
was going to happen, and his heart bubbled over with a 
good theme, meaning he wrote of it eagerly. What he 
spoke he wanted to get down on paper, which would be 
for the purpose of spreading the message and preserving 
it for later generations. What had him excited? 

Dec. 6 Psalm 45:2–5 
The Glory of the Man 

2–5 You are fairer than the sons of men… The King 
is fairer than the sons of men, more excellent than any 
other. You will never meet another King like this one! 
Grace is upon the lips of this King. He speaks words of 
favor and charm, such as no King has ever spoken in any 
land. Therefore, God blesses this King forever. Look at the 

might and the majesty of this King in verses 3–5. He has 
a sword on His thigh, making Him Mighty. This sword is 
no decoration piece. Yes, He has glory and majesty, and 
He rides with success, because He rides for the sake of 
truth, humility, and righteousness! Few are the kings in 
the history of man who so ruled their kingdoms, but when 
they have, they were a beautiful sight to behold. May God 
increase their numbers today! This majestic King does His 
own fighting, sending His arrows right into the hearts of 
His enemies. When you have a King like that, and He is 
about to marry, there is excitement in His kingdom, for 
then we know that His kingdom shall continue. 

Dec. 7 Psalm 45:6–9 
The Glory of His Throne 

6–9 Your throne, O God, is forever and ever… Oh, 
did you hear the proclamation of verses 6 and 7? This 
King who is fairer than the sons of men, who has grace 
upon His lips, who is blessed by God, who has a sword 
upon His thigh, who has glory and majesty, who rules 
by truth, humility, and righteousness, whose right hand 
teaches awesome things, whose arrows enter the heart of 
His enemies so that they fall before Him, is God! Before we 
proceed further, Hebrews 1 shows, there is more to know 
about the identity of this King. After quoting Scripture 
that angels are ministers of God, the writer quoted more 
Scripture that we might know what is said to Jesus, who is 
the One who has angels for ministers, “But to the Son He 
says: ‘Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; a scepter 
of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom. You have 
loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore God, 
Your God, has anointed You with the oil of gladness more 
than Your companions” (He. 1:8, 9). He quoted Psalm 
45:6, 7, the passage we are meditating upon, showing that 
Jesus is the King who is God in this psalm! In Psalm 45, 
we read about Jesus! What is the scepter; what is the rod of 
authority in His kingdom? It is righteousness. Therefore, 
His throne lasts forever and ever. Later, Psalm 97 repeats 
this truth in regard to the King of which the writer of Psalm 
45, spoke, “The LORD reigns; let the earth rejoice; let the 
multitude of isles be glad! Clouds and darkness surround 
Him; righteousness and justice are the foundation of His 
throne” (Ps. 97:1, 2). 

Dec. 8 Psalm 45:6–9 

The Glory of His Throne 
6–9 …At Your right hand stands the queen in gold 

from Ophir. Proverbs 16 declares that righteousness estab-
lishes a throne, “It is an abomination for kings to commit 
wickedness, for a throne is established by righteousness” 
(Pr. 16:12). Jesus the King rules by righteousness, there-
fore, the Father blesses the Son that His kingdom might 
be an eternal kingdom. Look at this King in verses 7 and 
8. God the Father has anointed Him. The oil He used was 
the oil of gladness. His garments have a sweet scent about 
them, like myrrh, aloes, and cassia. These spices came from 
ivory palaces. I have seen and been in palaces of stone and 
block. How magnificent they were! How shall we describe 
a palace of ivory? This majestic King is not alone in His 
ivory palace. Honorable women, the daughters of kings, 
surround Him. But then, we behold at His right hand, 
the queen! She is dressed in gold, the finest gold from the 
ancient world, from Ophir. She must be very special. Let 
us hear more about her. 

Dec. 9 Psalm 45:10–17 
The Glory of the Bride 

10–17 Listen, O daughter, consider and incline your 
ear; forget your own people also, and your father’s house… 
Like Ruth of old, this queen left her people and her father’s 
house. Yet, she does not lack, because this King, who is God 
or Jesus, greatly desires her beauty. He is gloriously beauti-
ful, but so is she! He desires her beauty, and she worships 
Him. When He rode in glory and took His sword with 
Him, and shot arrows into the heart of His enemies, He 
was winning His bride. He fought a war, suffering death 
Himself, but He was resurrected, bringing defeat to His 
enemies. Ephesians 5 explains what God did for His bride 
and how He adorned her, “…Christ…loved the church and 
gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse 
her with the washing of water by the word, that He might 
present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot 
or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy 
and without blemish” (Ep. 5:25–27). No wonder heaven 
celebrates, as Revelation 19 shows. 

Dec. 10 Psalm 45:10–17 
The Glory of the Bride 

10–17 …The royal daughter is all glorious within the 
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palace; her clothing is woven with gold… Revelation 19 
shows what the queen did to make herself so beautiful to 
Him, “And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great mul-
titude, as the sound of many waters and as the sound of 
mighty thunderings, saying, ‘Alleluia! For the Lord God 
Omnipotent reigns! Let us be glad and rejoice and give 
Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and 
His wife has made herself ready.’ And to her it was granted 
to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine 
linen is the righteous acts of the saints. Then he said to me, 
‘Write: “Blessed are those who are called to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb!”’ And he said to me, ‘These are the true 
sayings of God’” (Re. 19:6–9). Therefore, as Psalm 45:12 
shows, the people of Tyre, the rich, and all the people of 
the earth seek the favor of this queen. She is beautiful, as 
the psalmist pictured her in verses 13 and 14, in the palace 
of ivory. Her clothing has gold, real gold, the best gold, 
woven through it. How much did that cost? They bring her 
to the King wearing a robe full of colors in addition to the 
gold. Her bridesmaids accompany her. Just as Revelation 
19 pictured, and as Psalm 45:15 pictures, they bring her 
to the King with gladness and rejoicing. They all enter the 
King’s palace. I want to be with them! Do you? 

Dec. 11 Psalm 45:10–17 
The Glory of the Bride 

10–17 …Instead of Your fathers shall be Your sons, 
whom You shall make princes in all the earth. I will make 
Your name to be remembered in all generations; therefore 
the people shall praise You forever and ever. She left her 
family, verse 16, but she starts her own family with the 
King. They all become mighty throughout the earth. In 
verse 17, the psalmist made a promise, something that he 
indicated in verse 1, that his heart was overflowing with 
a good theme. He wanted to compose something for the 
King. He was ready to write. Speaking alone, only those 
around the psalmist would hear him. He wanted to write 
it, that it might be passed around, that future generations 
might know of the King and His queen. Our generation 
knows these things. Therefore, our generation remembers 
the name of Jesus Christ, along with all the generations 
that have preceded ours. We praise Him forever and ever, 
partly because of this magnificent Psalm! 

Praise Jesus today! 

Praise Him by joining in with the virgins who 

follow the queen. 
Praise Him by becoming a part of the queen. 
Praise Him by adding to the rich colors of her 

clothing. 
Praise Him by helping to weave the gold through 

her wedding gown. 
Praise Him today by worshiping Him! 

Introducing the Book of Job 
Dec. 12 Job 1 and 2 

A passage in Psalm 130 gives us a feel for what the 
Book of Job is about, 

Out of the depths I have cried to You, O LORD; 
Lord, hear my voice! 
Let Your ears be attentive 
To the voice of my supplications. 
(Ps. 130:1, 2) 

Johnny Ramsey wrote, “One of the best commentaries 
on the message of the book of Job is Psalms 119, verses 
67, 71” (Practical Bible Studies: Volume II, Job–Malachi, 
1987, p. 7). The psalmist wrote, 

Before I was afflicted I went astray, 
But now I keep Your word. …
It is good for me that I have been afflicted, 
That I may learn Your statutes. 
(Ps. 119:67, 71) 

Ramsey also wrote, “Out of the furnace of affliction 
(Isaiah 48:10) and the crucible of suffering (1 Peter 1:7, 
8) the pure gold of a devoted servant emerged and the 
chaff faded away.” 

Introducing the Book of Job 
Dec. 13 Job 1 and 2 

The Book of Job appears to take place during the 
age of the Patriarchs. Consider these two things. First, 
Job functioned as the priest for his family, “So it was, 
when the days of feasting had run their course, that Job 
would send and sanctify them, and he would rise early in 
the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the 
number of them all. For Job said, ‘It may be that my sons 
have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.’ Thus Job did 

regularly” (Jb. 1:5). 
Second, Job’s age when he died shows that he lived 

before the average age of man reached only between 70 
and 80 years, “After this Job lived one hundred and forty 
years, and saw his children and grandchildren for four 
generations” (Jb. 42:16). How old he was before the events 
of this Book took place, we do not know, but that would 
be added to the 140 years mentioned here. 

Introducing the Book of Job 
Dec. 14 Job 1 and 2 

The Book of Job Deals with Basic Questions of Life 
In Job 1 is the key passage for the Book of Job. Satan 

asked in that key verse, “Does Job fear God for nothing?” 
It is Satan’s question and explanation of his question that 
begins a confrontation between God and Satan. Job is the 
battleground. It is up to Job to show whether God is right 
or whether Satan is right, “So Satan answered the LORD 
and said, ‘Does Job fear God for nothing? Have You not 
made a hedge around him, around his household, and 
around all that he has on every side? You have blessed the 
work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in 
the land. But now, stretch out Your hand and touch all 
that he has, and he will surely curse You to Your face!’” 
(Jb. 1:9–11). 

Satan continues the relentless accusations against God’s 
people, “And the Lord said, ‘Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan 
has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat. But I have 
prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when 
you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren’” (Lk. 
22:31, 32). “Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, 
‘Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our 
God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the ac-
cuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day 
and night, has been cast down” (Re. 12:10). 

Introducing the Book of Job 
Dec. 15 Job 1 and 2 

The Book of Job Deals with Basic Questions 
of Life 

Is not Satan’s question and accusation (1:9–11), an 
attack on both the character of God and the character 
of Job? 

Job’s wife evidently did fear God for something. “Then 
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his wife said to him, ‘Do you still hold fast to your integrity? 
Curse God and die!’” (Jb. 2:9). 

Do some people serve God only for what He gives 
them? Why should we have a relationship with God? 
Ultimately, I have to ask myself whether I fear God for 
nothing? Remember Habakkuk 3, 

Though the fig tree may not blossom, 
Nor fruit be on the vines; 
Though the labor of the olive may fail, 
And the fields yield no food; 
Though the flock may be cut off from the fold, 
And there be no herd in the stalls— 
Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, 
I will joy in the God of my salvation. 
The LORD God is my strength; 
He will make my feet like deer’s feet, 
And He will make me walk on my high hills. 
(Ha. 3:17–19). 

Introducing the Book of Job 
Dec. 16 Job 1 and 2 

The Book of Job Deals with Basic Questions 
of Life 

In Job 13, Job showed the kind of man he was, “Though 
He slay me, yet will I trust Him. Even so, I will defend my 
own ways before Him” (Jb. 13:15). I may never get the 
answers to my questions, but that should not lessen my 
commitment to God. Why do the righteous suffer? The 
question in the Book of Job is not: Why do humans suf-
fer? Do you see a difference in the two questions? What is 
the difference? Does God cause suffering? If He does, why 
does He? If He does not, why does He allow it? Can man 
judge God for what He does? Shall man criticize God that 
the man might be justified? Is God accountable to man? 
What shall we say about God? Can we question God? Can 
anyone ask us a question? What kind of questions are we 
happy to answer and what kind offend us? What is God 
like? How does He operate? What is man? 

What is man, that You should exalt him, 
That You should set Your heart on him, 
That You should visit him every morning, 
And test him every moment? 

(Jb. 7:17, 18). 

What is man, that he could be pure? 
And he who is born of a woman, that he could 

be righteous?
(Jb. 15:14). 

Introducing the Book of Job 
Dec. 17 Job 1 and 2 

Understanding Suffering 
The Book of Job shows that understanding suffering 

cannot be restricted to earthly thinking. It is absolutely 
necessary to see it in the context of heaven and the spiri-
tual world, and God and Satan. If we try to understand 
suffering purely from naturalistic eyes, where do we end 
up? We shall surely lead a frustrating and bitter life when 
we do begin to suffer. 

What is interesting about the Book of Job is the 
debate that took place, but the disputants did not know 
what we know. The Bible tells us of a confrontation in 
heaven. We also have insight into Satan’s actions. How 
would we conduct ourselves or how would we argue if 
we did not know what we know from the Book of Job? 
Interestingly, they knew many things about God. Sadly, 
modern man and modern children of God still make the 
same mistakes as Job’s three friends and his wife. But we 
are without excuse. 

Job does eventually understand that final vindication 
happens beyond earth and time. While he did not know 
the confrontation in heaven or the workings of Satan, 
Job did know that there is a God in heaven, that God is 
in control, that all are answerable to God, that God sees 
and hears all things. His great dissertation on wisdom in 
chapter 28 shows what he thought of God. 

Introducing the Book of Job 
Dec. 18 Job 1 and 2 

The Division of the Book of Job 
Consider this outline as given by Jon Courson. 

Chapters 1 and 2: The Dilemma of Job 
Chapters 3–37 The Debate about Job 
Chapters 38–42 The Deliverance for Job 

Something interesting about the Book of Job is that 
in the end, Job did not have his questions answered, at 
least not directly. What he did discover was that it was 
far more important to know God in truth than to know 
the answers to all life’s questions. In the end, Job learned 
what was most important: Read Job 42:1–6. What he did 
learn? He learned: 

• That God can do anything 
• That no purpose of God’s can be withheld 
• That we can hide counsel with our faulty knowl-

edge 
• That we can speak beyond our knowledge 
• That in comparison to God we are dust and 

ashes 

Introducing the Book of Job 
Dec. 19 Job 1 and 2 

J. B. Phillips said, “If God was small enough for me to 
figure out, He wouldn’t be big enough for me to worship.” 
We never figure out other people in our entire lifetimes, 
but we want a God we can figure out the first time a crisis 
does not turn out the way that we want. What kind of a 
God are we expecting? Deuteronomy 29:29 shows that 
there is a place for human knowledge and a place for divine 
knowledge, and they are not the same places. God allows 
us to know many things, but we are not privileged to know 
everything. According to Moses, why are we allowed to 
know some things? “The secret things belong to the LORD 
our God, but those things which are revealed belong to us 
and to our children forever, that we may do all the words 
of this law” (De. 29:29). Look again at Philippians 4:7. We 
want it to read, “and the peace of God, which comes from 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus.” However, read it again as Paul truly wrote it, 
“and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” 
(Ph. 4:7). What is the difference? 

A Vicious Attack on a 
Righteous Man 

Satan unleashes his fury on a man, but the 
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man proves to be loyal to God 
Job 1 and 2 

Dec. 20 Job 1:1–3 
The Man, His Children, His 

Possessions 
1–3 There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name 

was Job… What was the character of Job? 

• He was blameless. 
• He was upright. 
• He feared God. 
• He shunned evil. 

How many children did he have? Is the number stated 
as a curse or a blessing in this context? How do we look 
at someone today who has that number of children? Of 
the possessions that the writer revealed, how many did 
Job have? He had 11,000 animals. He also had a very 
large household. This would include not only his family, 
but also all his servants who took care of all that stuff! At 
least how many people do you think worked for Job? How 
many buildings or tents or other structures do you think 
Job had? So then, the writer concluded that Job was the 
greatest man of all the people of the East. Some are rich 
spiritually, but poor in this world’s goods. Some are rich 
in this world’s goods, but poor spiritually. This man was 
rich in both worlds. 

Dec. 21 Job 1:4, 5 
A Devoted Father 

4, 5 And his sons would go and feast in their houses, 
each on his appointed day, and would send and invite 
their three sisters to eat and drink with them… What 
is the picture of the relationship of Job’s children? They 
seemed to enjoy one another. They were a happy family. 
What did Job do for his sons regularly? After the days of 
feasting, Job would offer burnt offerings and sanctify his 

sons. Why did he do that? What sin in particular did he 
fear his sons might have committed? This is crucial for 
understanding: 

the charge that Satan makes against Job later 
what Job’s wife says later 
what Job did curse in chapter 3 (rather than what 

Satan thought Job would curse) 

Dec. 22 Job 1:6–12 
A Lion Sought Prey 

6–12 Now there was a day when the sons of God came 
to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came 
among them… On what day did Satan come before the 
Lord? It was a day on which the sons of God presented 
themselves before the Lord. Why was Satan there? What 
happens next will show why he appeared. He is a lion, 
looking for prey. What question did the Lord ask Satan? 
Why do you think the Lord asked Satan that question? 
The Lord knew that Satan’s purpose for being there was 
different than the purpose of the sons of God for being 
there. Why were the sons of God there? Why does a son 
or daughter of God appear before Him? We might do 
appear before Him for worship or forgiveness or many 
other reasons by which we glorify God. Was Satan there 
for the same purpose? No, he would have none of those 
noble purposes. Therefore, the Lord was seeking to get 
Satan to confess his reason for being there. What answer 
did Satan give? Remember Satan is a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour. His answer pictures that very action 
and the Lord, who knows all things, knew what Satan was 
doing. What question did the Lord ask next? He wanted 
to know whether Satan had considered God’s servant, Job. 
A footnote in the margin of the New King James Version 
on the word “consider,” says, “Lit. set your heart on” What 
additional insight does that give? 

Dec. 23 Job 1:6–12 
A Lion Sought Prey 

6–12 …“Have you considered My servant Job, that 
there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright 
man, one who fears God and shuns evil?”… Does the Lord 
know what the devil thinks? Is it possible then that the 
Lord asked His question because He knew what Satan was 
thinking and what he was scheming and the Lord showed 
such by asking His question, so that the Lord is always 
ahead of Satan? Could the thought be: “Satan, have you 
been considering my servant Job who is unique among the 
people of the earth because of his righteous nature?” What 
was Satan’s response? Satan believed that Job feared God 
because God blessed Job. In other words, God prevented 
anything bad from happening to Job. However, Satan 
argued, if God touched all that Job had, he would curse 
God rather than fear Him. What was the concern that Job 
had for his sons? If his sons had cursed God, Job wanted 
them to be sanctified. Job’s fear was that his sons might have 
cursed God. This was evidently a great concern to this man 
of God. Satan picked up on that from his roaming about 
on the earth, which obviously included roaming about Job’s 
home and household. What then did God do? He gave all 
that Job had into the hand of Satan. Satan had asked for 
God to touch all that Job owned. God personally did not 
do that, but He allowed Satan to take away all that Job 
owned, knowing that Job would still fear God. 

Dec. 24 Job 1:13–19 
A Vicious Attack

13–19 Now there was a day when his sons and daugh-
ters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s 
house; and a messenger came to Job and said… Witness 
the incredible cruelty of Satan. What did Satan do? He 
waited until all the loving children of Job were together. 
Then Satan jumped on all that Job had. Notice Satan’s 
timing. What did he do? He allowed events to happen so 
that as each one reported to Job what happened, the next 
one came while the previous one was still speaking. Notice 
that Satan allowed one survivor from each of the different 
groupings of Job’s workers. Why did Satan do that? Why 
not wipe out everyone? He wanted one survivor to be able 
to report the events at the appropriate time that the hurt 
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to Job’s heart might be even greater. 

Dec. 25 Job 1:20–22 
Job Worshiped God

20–22 Then Job arose, tore his robe, and shaved his 
head; and he fell to the ground and worshiped… Job arose 
because the news probably literally knocked him down. 
What did he do next? He tore his robe. He shaved his 
head. He fell to the ground and worshiped. How do you 
explain these things? Why did he do them? What do you 
think of him worshiping God? Most people decide at that 
time to stay away from God. What did he confess? What 
is the significance of his confession? What was Satan trying 
to get Job to do? Was Satan successful? He wanted Job to 
curse God, but Job blessed God. He confessed that he was 
again in the condition he entered the world, with nothing. 
God was the One who gave in the first place, so He was the 
One who had the right to take away. What was the writer’s 
conclusion? Why did the writer mention that Job did not 
charge God? By Job’s confession someone might think that 
he had charged God with wrong. 

Dec. 26 Job 2:1–6 
Job Maintained His Integrity

1–6 Again there was a day when the sons of God came 
to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came 
also among them to present himself before the LORD… The 
same confrontation occurred. Truly, how many times has 
this confrontation occurred from Adam till our time? How 
many times has this confrontation happened over each of 
us? This time, God added something to the conversation; 
what was it? He stated that Job was still a man of integrity. 
He also rebuked Satan for moving the Lord against Job. 
What did Satan propose next? He believed that Job would 
sacrifice all his animals, all his workers, and all his children 
to save his own skin. He believed that if God touched Job’s 
own body, he would curse God. How far did the Lord al-
low Satan to go? He could harm Job, except that he could 
not take his life. 

Dec. 27 Job 2:7, 8 
Another Vicious Attack 

7, 8 So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD, 

and struck Job with painful boils… Have you ever had a 
boil? If not, find someone who has and ask him or her of 
the pain. Then imagine Job having boils all over his body! 
What did he do to relieve the pain? What goes through 
your mind when you suffer in the body? You concentrate 
on self. You may be tempted to question God. That was 
Satan’s purpose. 

Dec. 28 Job 2:9, 10 
Someone Could Not Serve 

God for Nothing 
9, 10 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast 

to your integrity? Curse God and die!” 10 But he said to 
her… What did his wife encourage him to do? It is almost 
as though she knew of the conversation between God and 
Satan. What did she believe was keeping Job alive? What was 
the root of his question and encouragement? She believed 
that death was better than living such a life. This is the basis 
of the “right to die” movement. Had she also suffered? Why 
did she not curse God and die? It was not until Job suffered 
in the body, that she concluded Job was the cause. What 
do you think of Job’s reply to her? Are we ready to accept 
good from God, but not adversity? What makes us think 
that we can receive good, but not adversity? 

Dec. 29 Job 2:11–13 
Some Good Friends 

11–13 Now when Job’s three friends heard of all this 
adversity that had come upon him, each one came from his 
own place… What were the motives of Job’s three friends? 
They wanted to mourn or sympathize with him. They 
wanted to comfort him. Are these not noble motives? Are 
these not things that friends should do? What happened 
when they saw him? When they saw with their own eyes the 
devastation that came upon their friend, their hearts ached 
with him. They did much as he had done. They lifted their 
voices, they wept, they tore their robes, they sprinkled dust 
on their heads, and they sat down on the ground with him 
for one week without saying a word. What did they see that 
was very great? Not only could they see his wealth gone, his 
children gone, his health gone, but they could see his peace 
and happiness gone, for very great grief was in his heart, and 
it was showing itself in his actions, face, and eyes. 

Job Cursed 
Job finally cursed; but what did he curse? 

Dec. 30 Job 3 
What was Job concerned that his sons might have 

done? Remember that 1:5 shows he was concerned that 
his sons might have cursed God. What did Satan think 
he could get Job to do when God allowed all his things 
and his children to be taken away? 1:11 shows that Satan 
believed he could get Job to curse God. What did Satan 
think he could get Job to do when God allowed Satan to 
afflict Job’s body? 2:5 shows that Satan believed he could 
get Job to curse God. What did Job’s wife encourage him 
to do? 2:9 shows that she encouraged him to curse God. 
After his friends arrived and they sat silently with him for 
seven days, Job finally cursed. However, did he curse God? 
If not, what did he curse? 

Dec. 31 Job 3:1 
Job Finally Cursed 

1 After this Job opened his mouth and cursed the day 
of his birth. Satan wanted Job to curse, but he cursed the 
wrong thing, as far as Satan was concerned. What did Job 
curse? He cursed the day of his birth. Why did he curse 
the day of his birth? Verses 2–10 will answer that question. 
Can you understand why he did this? Job had been silent 
for a long time. We know that he was silent for the seven 
days that his friends sat with him, but we do not know the 
number of days that transpired before they arrived. The poor 
man had been thinking the deepest thoughts of his life. This 
will be obvious as we hear his words. His words were well 
organized and show a level of great knowledge, eloquent 
rhetoric, literary skills, and logic. Remember that what we 
are going to read was uttered by a man in the depths of 
pain and sorrow. Compare Job cursing the day of his birth 
with what he confessed during the first wave of suffering, 
and to his wife after the second wave of suffering. 

In the first instance, he blessed the name of God. “Naked 
I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return 
there. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; 
blessed be the name of the LORD” (Jb. 1:21). 

In the second instance, he confessed again acceptance 
of what happened. “You speak as one of the foolish women 
speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall 
we not accept adversity?” (Jb. 2:10). ✞
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Christians 

Look at  the News

Is it possible for a “secular” magazine to promote loving God 
above all? See page 12 about Good Housekeeping Magazine 

and Loving God First

Have you heard about the film set to come out in 
December, called, “The Golden Compass”? Before you take 
your children to see it, see page 13 for a review of this movie
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Christians Look at  the News

When one of our daughters was younger, she would 
say, “Dad, I love God and Jesus more than I love you.” She 
would say the same to her mother. She was not attempting 
to hurt us or put us down. Truly, we were happy to know 
that she put God uppermost in her heart. 

Jesus Taught Us to Love Him Above All 
In Matthew 10, Jesus, as the Son of the Father in 

heaven (Mt. 10:32–36), explained that to be worthy of 
Him, we have to love Him above all, “He who loves father 
or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he 
who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of 
Me” (Mt. 10:37). 

Jesus is the true or ultimate giver of life. Therefore, He 
can make such a claim upon our hearts. If our children 
then state that He is their first love, how can we argue with 
that? We should rejoice. 

Jesus Taught Us to Love God Above All 
Later (Mt. 22), a man asked Jesus to state the greatest 

commandment found in all of God’s word. He showed what 
is first, and in doing so, He also showed to what degree 
this commandment must engulf us. Notice what com-
mand falls second to the first and great commandment, 
“But when the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the 
Sadducees, they gathered together. Then one of them, a 
lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying, 
‘Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?’ 
Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the LORD your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your mind.’ This is the first and great commandment. 
And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the Law 
and the Prophets” (Mt. 22:34–40). 

How shall we react when someone, such as our children, 
tells us that he or she loves God even more than that person 

loves us? We should rejoice and tell it to the world. 

A Mother in Good Housekeeping 
My wife showed me an article that appeared in Good 

Housekeeping magazine. She has shown me other articles 
in the past that were not in 

harmony with 
biblical teachings. However, in the article she gave 
me (and I do not know the issue, but it was a recent one), a 
mother tells the world what one of her children told her. 

The older boys had a half day at school, so 
they had to come with me on an important errand 
— heading over to the Sonic Drive-In to get my 
giant Diet Coke. 

As we were leaving, and just as I was taking 
my first swig of that glorious goodness, Elliott 
looked at me. 

“Do you love Sonic more than you love Dad?” 
he asked. 

“I don’t love anything more than I love your 
dad,” I replied. “Well, except God.” 

“You love God more than you love Dad?” 
“Yes,” I said. “Not much more. But if I didn’t 

love God, then I couldn’t love Dad. At least, not 
the way I’m supposed to.” 

“Am I supposed to love God more than I love 
you?” asked Elliott. 

“Yes,” I said. “At least just a little bit.” 
“Well, I love you a little less,” he said tentatively. 

“But only about 6 percent less.” 
I’ve started the school year 106 percent 

happy. 

In Romans 12, Paul said, “Rejoice with those who re-
joice…” (Ro. 12:15). Therefore, let us rejoice with her. I do 
not know all the beliefs of this woman, but she encouraged 
something good in her son. We should rejoice with her. 

Let us pray that more people in secular magazines 
will, without shame or embarrassment, make such bold 
declarations, and that more Christian parents will teach 
their children the truth of loving God supremely, for then, 
as Rachel Balducci correctly taught her son, people will 
love others as they should. Love God first, then we can 
love others as we love ourselves. ✞

Loving God First 
Good Housekeeping ran an article promoting love of God above all 

By Don Ruhl 
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Christians Look at  the News

When someone professes to 
be an atheist, one man’s stock response is, “Which god 

don’t you believe in? Perhaps I don’t believe in him either.” His 
reason for this kind of response is due to the fact that the image 
or understanding some people have of God is far enough removed 
from the image of the true and living God that he hopes to open 
doors to expound on the God in whom he believes—the one who 

is revealed in Scripture and in His Son, Jesus Christ. 
Because the portrait of a god or gods criticized in some 

fiction, including fantasy, is different enough from the Lord 
we serve, I can read said literature and say, “If that was the 
kind of god that exists in reality, I would be critical of him 
too.” Take for example the gods and goddesses who make 
their appearance throughout Homer’s works, The Iliad and 
The Odyssey.

But when I run across a book that makes it clear that 
the true and living God is in its author’s crosshairs, I find 
that kind of book in very bad taste.

Such a book has made its way into the category of fantasy 
literature for teens and is being converted into a movie that 
will appear in our theaters this December. 

A self-acclaimed atheist named Philip Pullman has 
written a trilogy he titles The Dark Materials. The story 
will be re-told in two movies and the talents that put J. R. 
R. Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings, and C. S. Lewis’ The Lion 
the Witch and the Wardrobe on the big screen have been 
employed to tell the story. No doubt, these movies will 
be a visual extravaganza.

The plot is simple—overthrow God. The Creator 
of heaven and earth is portrayed to be a lying spirit, the 
first angel to somehow make its way into reality. This 
angel fooled everyone who came after him into believ-
ing that he created everything—which, according to 
the book, he did not. When one character in the 
story asks the question, “And what is the Authority? 
Is he God?” another angel explains,

The Authority, God, the Creator, the Lord, 
Yahweh, El, Adonai, the King, the Father, the 
Almighty—those were all names he gave himself. 
He was never the creator. He was an angel like 

ourselves—the first angel, true, the most powerful, but he was 
formed of Dust as we are, and Dust is only a name for what 
happens when matter begins to understand itself. Matter loves 
matter. It seeks to know more about itself, and Dust is formed. 
The first angels condensed out of Dust, and the Authority 
was the first of all. He told those who came after him that 
he had created the, but it was a lie. One of those who came 

later was 
wiser than he was, and she found 
out the truth, so he banished her. We serve her still. (Vol 
3, p. 33).
Pullman has made it no secret that he seeks to replace The 

Narnia Chronicles by C. S. Lewis with his Dark Materials Tril-
ogy. ✞

Pullman’s Dark Materials
By Steve Lloyd
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I traveled down a lonely road
And no one seemed to care, 
The burden on my weary back 
Had bowed me to despair, 
I oft complained to Jesus 
How folks were treating me, 
And then I heard Him say so tenderly, 
“My feet were also weary, 
Upon the Calv’ry road;
The cross became so heavy, 
I fell beneath the load, 
Be faithful weary pilgrim 
The morning I can see, 
Just lift your cross and follow close to me.” 
—Ira F. Stanphill
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