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By Don Ruhl 

Are you going to worship this month because 
Christmas comes in December? Wonderful! Please 
investigate the Church of Christ in your neighbor-
hood and worship with the church throughout the 
year! 

Christmas is extremely popular in America, both 
in a secular way and in a religious way. Some things 

that are observed the Bible tells us about and other 
things the Bible does not tell us. For example, we 
know of His birth, but we do not know the date. 

I want us to enjoy the Golden Text of the Bible, 
which tells us that God gave His Son, which is what 
many people are thinking about this time of year. Yes, 
He came into the world in a most unusual way with 
events surrounding His birth such as no child has ever 
had nor will ever have. Yet, we want to know why the 

heavenly Father sent His blessed Son into this world. 
Jesus lived in heaven with the angels of God worship-
ing Him, and it was a place of no sin and no troubles! 
Why come here? We are willing to do anything to 
make sure that when we are done here, we end up 
there! How then could He, knowing what the world 
was like, come down here and live as we do? Why 
did He even submit to a birth? If you already existed, 
would you go through the birthing process? 

God 
Gave 

Receive the greatest gift ever

His 
Son 
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Who Came Here 
Around 2,011 
Years Ago? 

Consider a few verses from John chapter one and 
you will see who was placed in a manger, a livestock 
feeding trough, centuries ago, 

In the beginning was the Word, 
 and the Word was with God, 
 and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. 
All things were made through Him, 
 and without Him nothing was made that 

was made. 
(John 1.1–3) 

John the writer then spoke about John the Bap-
tizer. After introducing John the Baptizer, John the 
writer then said about the Word who was God, 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us, 

 and we beheld His glory, 
 the glory as of the only begotten of the 

Father, 
  full of grace and truth. 
(John 1.14) 

When you remember the birth of Jesus, you are 
not merely remembering a baby, but the day God en-
tered the world in human form! We ought to revel 
in that magnificent event. The world had never seen, 
nor shall it ever see again, such an event. Only His 
shocking crucifixion and His glorious return in the 
skies outshine, in my opinion, this unforgettable 
event! John 3.16 is the Golden Text of the Bible to 

which I alluded earlier. Who named it the Golden 
Text of the Bible, I do not know, but much of Bible 
teaching culminates in this one verse. 

John 3.16 The 
Golden Text of the 

Bible 
This famous passage is part of a greater context, 

shown by the first word, “for.” A Pharisee named Ni-
codemus approached Jesus, “This man came to Jesus 
by night and said to Him, ‘Rabbi, we know that You 
are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these 
signs that You do unless God is with him’” (John 3.2). 
Jesus immediately engaged Nicodemus in a discus-
sion on the Kingdom of God, “Jesus answered and 
said to him, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one 
is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God’” 
(John 3.3). Nicodemus did not understand the idea, 
“Nicodemus said to Him, ‘How can a man be born 
when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his 
mother’s womb and be born?’” (John 3.4). Jesus ex-
plained more. The Pharisee still did not understand. 
Jesus mildly rebuked him and introduced another 
idea, that as Moses lifted the serpent in the wilder-
ness for the children of Israel, who had been bitten by 
fiery serpents and in danger of dying, they could look 
at the bronze serpent Moses made and live, so the 
Son of Man would also be lifted up to save all who 
look to Him. Then to explain that wonderful idea to 
Nicodemus further, Jesus announced, 

“For God so loved the world 
 that He gave His only begotten Son, 
 that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish 

 but have everlasting life.” 
(John 3.16) 

During this time of year, we rejoice that the world 
takes time out to remember God sending His Son 
into the world for the world. He came into the world 
by means of a virgin and she placed Him in a man-

ger. An angel announced 
to shepherds in a field 
what had happened, and 
a star led wise men to His 
location that they might 
worship Him. We do not 
know the time of year 
that this happened, but 
let us remember every-
thing about Jesus all the 
time, including His birth 
during December, or at 
anytime. 

Who 
Loves 
the 

World 
and Who 

Loves 
You 

John 3.16 says, “God 
so loved the world.” God 
did the loving and the 
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way He showed that love is what this passage is about. 
“So” does not mean, “so much,” but in this way, by 
this method. God loves the world. From the time of 
the first humans, people have rebelled against God. 
Nevertheless, He continues to love the world. Love is 
not so easily quenched, 

…love is as strong as death… 
Many waters cannot quench love, 
Nor can the floods drown it. 
If a man would give for love 
All the wealth of his house, 
It would be utterly despised. 
(Son. 8.6, 7) 

Love is as strong as death because it cannot be 
stopped. You cannot kill it with a flood of evil. If a 
man gave for love, everything he has, people would 
think he was out of his mind. Yet, God gave His Son 
for an evil world! His Son did not arrive as a full-
grown man, “But when the fullness of the time had 
come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law…” (Gal 4.4). 

He did those things for love. The eleventh chap-
ter of the Book of Hosea shows that God loves Israel 
and He loves the world, 

“When Israel was a child, I loved him, 
And out of Egypt I called My son.” 
(Hos 11.1) 

When Herod ordered the death of all males in 
Israel, 2 years old and younger, Joseph and Mary fled 
to Egypt with their infant or toddler son. Yet, God’s 
love for Israel and the world moved Him to call His 
Son out of Egypt, that He might live in Israel, fulfill 
the prophecies, and do what He came into the world 
for; teach, preach, and then die for the world. Yet, 
what did Israel and the world do? 

“As they [the prophets] called them, 
So they went from them [Israel went away from 

the content of the preaching]; 
They sacrificed to the Baals, 
And burned incense to carved images. 
I taught Ephraim to walk, 
Taking them by their arms; 
But they did not know that I healed them.” 
(Hos 11.2, 3) 

Although, Israel, Ephraim, and the world insisted 
on rebellion, look at God, 

I drew them with gentle cords, 
With bands of love, 
And I was to them as those who take the yoke 

from their neck. 
I stooped and fed them. 
(Hos 11.4) 

As Jesus said, “For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son…” (John 3.16). The 
world includes you. God loves you. Right now, God 
thinks of you. You cannot drown out His love. He 
draws you with gentle cords. With bands of love, He 
brings you to His heart. Jesus taught Nicodemus that 
it was more than a warm feeling in God’s heart. 

How God Showed 
His Love 

God showed His love to us by giving His Son. 
Luke 2 shows that before the Father gave His Son on 
the cross, the Father gave Jesus in a manger. Because 
of a census required by Rome, Joseph and Mary trav-
eled back to the city of David, “So it was, that while 

they were there, the days were completed for her to 
be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn Son, 
and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him 
in a manger, because there was no room for them 
in the inn” (Luke 2.6, 7). Imagine it! The Word was 
God and God became flesh, spending nine months in 
the womb of a woman, and then in a feeding trough 

an animal was not using. 
Why did the Father do 
this? Why did the Son of 
God allow Himself to go 
through this? The answer 
is simple, but beyond all 
understanding, “God so 
loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten 
Son…” (John 3.16). 

I can explain that to 
you intellectually, but I do 
not know if I can grasp it 
fully or appreciate it deep 
enough! His entrance into 
the world was so amaz-
ing, that prophets spoke 
of it to Israel, angels an-
nounced it to shepherds, 
wise men worshiped 
Him, and prophets desig-
nated Him. (Simeon and 
Anna.) God also gave His 
Son as a sacrifice. While 
as a baby Jesus was cute, 
but as a man He offended 
people, as He explained, 
“The world cannot hate 
you, but it hates Me be-
cause I testify of it that 
its works are evil” (John 
7.7). 
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Therefore, what Abraham started to do with his 
son Isaac, but God stopped the patriarch, God the 
Father actually did with His Son Jesus, and no one 
stopped Him. God gave His Son, not to provide us 
with nativity scenes, nor to provide us with jewelry 
to wear around our necks, but John 3.16 reveals why 
God showed His love. 

Why God Showed 
His Love 

“God so loved the world 
 that He gave His only begotten Son, 
 that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish…” 
(John 3.16) 

God does not want us to perish. That means de-
struction is on the way. Even as God had Jonah preach, 
“Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 
(Jon 3.4), so in time, the world shall be overthrown. 
The implication is, and the people of Nineveh picked 
up on this, repent so that you do not perish! God does 
not want anyone to perish, but He wants everyone to 
repent that each might be saved from the wrath to 

come! We cannot drown God’s love, but we cannot 
drown His wrath either, yes from ourselves, but not 
for the world. He holds it off for now, but we do not 
know for how much longer. Be saved, oh, today! God 
does not only want to save you from something hor-
rible, but He wants to give you something wonderful! 
Listen to the complete thought of John 3.16, 

“God so loved the world 
 that He gave His only begotten Son, 
 that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish…” 
(John 3.16) 

God wants us to have eternal life. He intended it 
from the beginning, but once Adam and Eve sinned, 
death entered the world. They, and their offspring—
us—were no longer able to live forever on earth. Still, 
we could not drown God’s love for us, but He contin-
ued to draw us to Him with bands of love and gentle 
cords. Now, He offers us eternal life in heaven! How 
can you turn that down? 

Why was Jesus born into this world? To save us 
from perishing and to give us the hope of eternal life. 
Escape the destruction to come and enjoy the eternal 
life awaiting us by changing the way you are living 
and being baptized. ✞
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Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php

John, The Gospel According to the Eagle 

�editating on the 
�ook of 

�ohn
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Dec 1 John 9.8–12 

The Blind and His Friends 
8–12 Therefore the neighbors and those who 

previously had seen that he was blind said… The 
disciples saw suffering as a reason to be sad, and to 
debate (Cf. The Book of Job). Jesus saw misery as a 
reason to minister. We can argue all day why some-
thing is the way it is, but at the end of the day, what 
we have accomplished? What had Job’s friends ac-
complished? Jon Courson said, “The disciples asked 
why the man was blind. His neighbors asked how 
his eyes were opened. But both groups missed the 
most important question, which was, ‘Who per-
formed the miracle’?” (Jon Courson’s Application 
Commentary: New Testament, p. 516). Are you 
asking “why” is my life like this and “how” can 
it be fixed? Those are good questions. However, 
the answers will not come until we ask “who” 
can help me. Most people want the answer of the 
“government,” but the government is not God. 
You need and want God to help you. God helps 
through Christ. That means for God to make 
sense of your life, you must become a disciple of 
Jesus Christ. 

Can You See? (Part 2) 
You can see with the eyes of the body, but 

can you see with the eyes of the spirit? 

Dec 2 John 9.13–41 
Consider three prospectives while we look at 

John 9: 
You are a leader and someone among you can 

help people more than you have ever been able to 

help them before. What do you do? Is he a threat or 
a help to your work? 

Your son has been blind from birth. Suddenly 
someone did something to him to give him sight. 
What would be your reaction? Would you fear what 
the enemies of the healer might do to you? 

You have been blind from birth. A man gave 
you sight. Do you fail to stand up for him, or do 
you defend him when others criticize him? 

Jesus bent down in John 8 to ignore the Phari-
sees. He bent down when before a blind man. Was 
He going to ignore the man? 

John 9.13–34 
The Blind in Body and in Spirit 

Dec 3 John 9.13, 14 

The Blind and the Seeing 
13, 14 They brought him who formerly was blind 

to the Pharisees… Why did they bring him to the 
Pharisees? The Pharisees were a powerful group of 

men and if they discovered that you knew something 
about Jesus that they wanted to know and you kept 
quiet, you were in deep trouble. They also brought 
the man to Jesus because it was the Sabbath, and 
the Pharisees had already determined that the mi-
raculous works of Jesus violated their interpretation 
of the Sabbath. It is possible the friends brought the 
man to the Pharisees because the friends thought 
this was wonderful and they wanted the Pharisees, 
the leaders, to know of such wonderful things. Or 
perhaps this was required as a ritual, that is, to pres-
ent oneself to the leaders to be declared cleansed. 

Dec 4 John 9.15, 16 

The Blind and the Pharisees 
15, 16 Then the Pharisees also asked him 

again how he had received his sight… The Phari-
sees asked a simple question and the man gave 
a simple answer. The man did not say that Jesus 
was from God, but some of the Pharisees under-
stood that the man explained a miracle. So, they 
quickly denied that Jesus was from God, because 
they believed He broke the Sabbath. Others of 
the Pharisees countered (Nicodemus and Joseph 

of Arimathea?), asking how a man not from God 
could do such signs. Sometimes evil men do good 
things, but they have ulterior motives, trying to get 
something out of the people they help. However, 
where was Jesus? What had He tried to get out of 
this man? As in any situation where Jesus comes up, 
there was division of thought. 

Dec 5 John 9.17 

The Blind and Jesus 

John 9.8–34
Pharisees React to the Miracle

Blind Unbelief
Ophthalmologist Jesus healed blind
On the Sabbath!  He’s out of his mind.
They hurled insult at man
Who explained the Lord’s plan.
Yet they threw him out on his behind.
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17 They said to the blind man again, “What do 
you say about Him because He opened your eyes?” 
He said, “He is a prophet.” The simplicity, blunt-
ness, and honesty of this man makes me laugh. The 
Pharisees asked for the man’s opinion and he gave 
it. 

Dec 6 John 9.18–23 

The Blind and the Fearful 
18–23 But the Jews did not believe concern-

ing him, that he had been blind and received his 
sight, until they called the parents of him who had 
received his sight… Jesus had been doing miracles 
throughout the land of Israel, but the Jews did 
not believe that this man had been blind and re-
ceived his sight with clay. They wanted other wit-
nesses, which was no problem. The Law said to 
establish every word by two or three witnesses. 
Therefore, they called for his parents. They testi-
fied simply that he was their son, and that he had 
been blind, but then he could see. They claimed 
not to know anything about his sudden ability to 
see. Therefore, they put it off on their son, saying 
that he was responsible for himself. Now, listen to 
these parents. Their son could see! Yet, their fear of 
the Pharisees overruled their joy for their son. Now, 
see the power of the Pharisees. If anyone confessed 
that Jesus was the Christ, they put that person out 
of the synagogue. Do you know what that meant 
for a Jew? He was cut off from everything. He could 
no longer worship where he always had. He could 
not buy and sell. He could not work. He lost all 
relationships that were in the synagogue. 

Dec 7 John 9.24–34 

The Blind and Arrogance 
24–34 So they again called the man who was 

blind, and said to him, “Give God the glory! We 
know that this Man is a sinner…” When they 
brought the man back into their presence, they did 
not question him anymore, but made a statement, 
demanding he glorify God. They probably thought 
they were like Joshua speaking to Achan, “Now 
Joshua said to Achan, ‘My son, I beg you, give glory 
to the LORD God of Israel, and make confession to 
Him, and tell me now what you have done; do not 

hide it from me’” (Jos 7.19). The Pharisees made up 
their minds. They fully expected the former blind 
man to agree with their conclusion. Give glory to 
God by agreeing with us that this Man Jesus is a sin-
ner. Again, listen to the simplicity and logic of the 
formerly blind man. He did not know if Jesus was a 
sinner or not, but what the man did know was that 
he had been blind, but suddenly he could see. In 
other words, you Pharisees figure it out. I was blind; 
this man made me see. How can He be a sinner? 
They asked again about the miracle, but the man did 

not fear the Pharisees as his parents did. He rebuked 
them for not listening to him before. He sarcasti-
cally questioned them, asking whether they wanted 
to become a disciple of Jesus. They got testy at that 
and affirmed that they belonged to Moses, but this 
man belonged to Jesus. They claimed to know that 
God had spoken to Moses, but they could not fig-
ure where Jesus was from, showing their hardness 
of heart. Catch the man’s simplicity, bluntness, and 
logic in verses 30–33. Using sarcasm, he said this was 
a marvelous, amazing, or remarkable sight. They did 
not know the origin of Jesus, but He opened a man’s 

eyes. We know God does not hear sinners, yet, if 
you worship God and do His will, God will hear 
your prayers. Obviously, God heard the prayers 
of Jesus. Opening the eyes of the blind had never 
happened before. If Jesus were not from God, 
He could do nothing. What did the man im-
ply? Jesus worshiped God. Jesus did the will of 
God. God heard the prayers of Jesus. Therefore, 
Jesus was from God. Did the man convince the 
Pharisees or offend them? They believed the man 
was born in sins, the very topic that the disciples 
used to get this whole thing started, and so, the 
Pharisees arrogantly challenged that whether the 
formerly blind man could teach them. They were 

the teachers. No one taught them! 

Dec 8 John 9.35–38 

The Blind and the Son of 
God 

35–38 Jesus heard that they had cast him out; 
and when He had found him, He said to him… The 
people loved Jesus because He was for the outcasts. 
He ate with the tax collectors and harlots. Would 

John 9.35–41
Blinded Seeing; Seeing Blinded

After the Miracle
The Lord asked the healed man if he b’lieved,
Seeing Jesus, he quickly receiv’d.
Now the blind guy can see
And the seeing, blind be,
Dare we say he was Adam and Eve’d?
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you eat with a prostitute? What would you think of 
someone who did? Are you someone others do not 
want to associate with? Jesus wants you. The ques-
tion is: Do the outcasts believe in the Son of God? 
Do you want to know who He is? He is Jesus of 
Nazareth, the carpenter who was the world’s great-
est teacher. He is the One you have seen in nine 
chapters of John thus far. He is the One who speaks 
to you through this story. Now, do as the blind man 
did and believe in Jesus and worship Him. 

Dec 9 John 9.39–41 

The Blind and the Truly 
Blind 

39–41 And Jesus said, “For judgment I have 
come into this world, that those who do not see 
may see, and that those who see may be made 
blind…” Seeing the response of the blind man, 
Jesus explained why He came into the world. He 
came for judgment. He judged those blind in the 
spirit that they might see in the spirit. He judged 
those with sight in the body that they might be 
blind in the spirit. Not all the Pharisees were to-
tally antagonistic toward Jesus, which is why some 
were with Him still and asked whether they were 
blind. These Pharisees understood that Jesus spoke 
of blindness in the spirit. He gave them a self-test. 
If they were blind, they would have no sin. If they 
claimed to see, their sin remained. Therefore, spiri-
tual blindness has something to do with sin, whereas 
physical blindness may not. In this case, the sin was 
arrogance, closed-mindedness, and not seeing one’s 
own blindness. 

Dec 10 John 9.39–41 

The Blind and the Truly Blind 
39–41 And Jesus said, “For judgment I have 

come into this world, that those who do not see may 
see, and that those who see may be made blind…” 
The blind man knew the Man who helped him as 
Jesus (v. 11), a Prophet (v. 17), a Man from God 
(v. 33), but the man needed to know and to believe 
Jesus as the Son of God. What do you say about Je-
sus? Was He simply a man with that name? Was He 
something greater than a man, perhaps a prophet? 
Do you think He even came straight from God? Do 

you believe Jesus is the Son of God? If you believe, 
you have the right to become a child of God. Do 
not waste that right, but follow Jesus today. 

The Shepherd From 
Heaven (Part 1) 

Do you hear the voice of the shepherd from 
heaven? 

Dec 11 John 10.1–21 

Jesus opened the eyes of a man born blind. The 
Pharisees objected to what Jesus did, especially be-
cause He did it on the Sabbath and they believed 
His work violated the command to rest on the Sab-
bath. The Pharisees also confronted the man whom 
Jesus helped, and this man brilliantly and laughing-
ly refuted the Pharisees. Jesus found the man later, 
talked with him briefly, and the man became a be-
liever in Jesus as the Son of God. 

After the man believed in Jesus and worshiped 
Him, Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into 

this world, that those who do not see may see, 
and that those who see may be made blind” 
(John 9.39). Hearing those words, some Phari-
sees who stayed with Jesus, asked, “Are we blind 
also?” (John 9.40b). Jesus answered them in verse 
41, and His answer continues on into verse 5 of 
chapter 10. “If you were blind, you would have 
no sin; but now you say, ‘We see.’ Therefore your 
sin remains” (John 9.41). 

Let’s find out what He continued to say. 

Dec 12 John 10.1–6 

The Shepherd and the 
Pharisees 

1–6 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does 
not enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs up 
some other way, the same is a thief and a robber…” 
Enter the sheepfold by one door, which is the only 
door. Entering any other way, Jesus considers that 
person to be a thief and a robber. The shepherd en-
ters by the door. This way the sheep can identify 
him. He would not climb over the wall or fence, for 

John 10.1–6
The Door of the Sheepfold

Horizontal Outlook
Horizontal perspective in Old.
Not much heaven, just sheep in the fold.
(Except down, second lev’l,
Is reserved for the Dev’l).
See Jerus’lem’s flat streets paved with gold.
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that would frighten the sheep, and he knows that. 
The sheep know the voice of their shepherd, and 
the shepherd knows his sheep intimately, even their 
names. What do you think when someone uses your 
name, especially if you have not seen each other in 
a while and the previous meeting or meetings were 
short, not really long enough for that person to get to 
know you? You are impressed by both that person’s 
memory and that they would so think of you as to 
remember you. You want to get to know that person 
more. Jesus knows our names and, who knows, He 
may even have special names for us as He did some 
of His apostles. The sheep follow the shepherd. 
The sheep spend time with their shepherd so they 
know his voice, enabling them to distinguish His 
voice from that of strangers. 

Dec 13 John 10.7–10 

The Shepherd and the 
Thief 

7–10 Then Jesus said to them again, “Most as-
suredly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep…” 
Jesus was the shepherd earlier, then He compared 
Himself to the door by the which the sheep enter 
the sheepfold. Thieves and robbers preceded Him, 
trying to steal the sheep, but the sheep did not hear 
them. They did not recognize their voices. The sheep 
knew something was wrong. They know everything 
is okay with Jesus the shepherd who is also the door. 
He protects them. Since Jesus is the door, we can 
enter by Him and be saved. Then we can go out and 
go in and find what we need to satisfy our souls. 
The thief has no interest in feeding the sheep, but in 
taking from them. Jesus came to give us life, life that 
is much more abundant than anything we have ever 

experienced before. Beware of someone who only 
takes, but does not give. Beware of becoming that 
person! 

Dec 14 John 10.11–13 

The Shepherd and the 
Hireling 

11–13 “I am the good shepherd. The good shep-
herd gives His life for the sheep…” Rather than tak-
ing from the sheep and ruining their lives, the good 

shepherd gives his life for the sheep, like David risk-
ing his life against a lion and a bear to protect his 
sheep. Hirelings care only for themselves, although 
they give the impression that they care for the sheep. 
The test comes when danger arrives. Does he flee or 
fight? What did Jesus do? Jesus laid down His life 
for us and He expects us to do the same for Him 
and for His other sheep. A true shepherd would 
never leave his sheep vulnerable to wolves. Many 
wolves seek to destroy the sheepfold of Jesus Christ. 
Do you know how easily wolves get into the flock? 
They pose as innocent and harmless sheep. Then 

members of the church open their hearts to them 
and the wolf starts to do his damage. I have seen it 
many times in 28 years of preaching. Many sheep 
in the flock refuse to believe that anyone could be a 
wolf, and other sheep refuse to believe that anyone 
could be a sheep. One is gullible, believing appear-
ances of kindness; the other is suspicious, criticizing 
appearances of kindness. Follow Jesus and He will 
keep you from gullibility and He will teach you not 
to be overly suspicious. 

Dec 15 John 10.14–16 

The Shepherd and the 
Sheep 

14–16 “I am the good shepherd; and I know 
My sheep, and am known by My own…” Jesus 
emphasized again three things: He is the good 
shepherd. He knows His sheep. His sheep know 
Him. The same holds true for Jesus and the Fa-
ther. The Father knows Jesus and Jesus knows the 
Father. Then, right on the heels of that declara-
tion of intimacy with the Father, Jesus affirmed 
that He lays down His life for the sheep. Jesus 

knows us and we know Him, but He wants us to see 
the depth of the intimacy we share with Him which 
is like the intimacy He shares with the Father! To 
prove that, He announced that He would lay down 
His life for the sheep. We mean as much to Him as 
His Father means to Him. Brethren, let that sink 
into your ears and hearts. Jesus wanted that intima-
cy, not only with the Jews, but with all other sheep. 
He wanted, and still wants, to bring them into His 
fold. They will do the same with Him as the Jews 
would do with Him, that is, they would hear His 
voice and not follow false shepherds, but would fol-

John 10.1–21
Jesus the Good Shepherd

Keeps His Sheep
Vicious words were ineffably sad.
Gentle shepherd, declared to be mad,
Cares for all of God’s sheep
Unlike Little Bo-Peep.
The healed blind man and fam’ly were glad.
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low Him wherever He leads them. They would then 
become one with all the others in the flock of the 
Good Shepherd Jesus Christ. 

Dec 16 John 10.17, 18 

The Shepherd and His Life 
17, 18 “Therefore My Father loves Me, because 

I lay down My life that I may take it again…” The 
Father loved the Son, because the Son laid down 
His life that He might take it again. In these verses, 
Jesus prophesied of His willing death and self-
resurrection. The Father loved Jesus for having 
such a heart. Remember, He said earlier that He 
would do this for the sheep, He would do it for 
you. The Jews and the Romans, and even Satan, 
all thought they took the life of Jesus, but no one 
took it from Him. In fact, the Jews, especially the 
Pharisees tried several times to take His life, but 
each time He fled as we have seen so far. (Read 
John 5.16, 18; 7.19, 30, 32, 45–49, 44; 8.6, 20, 
59.) Therefore, when they did arrest Him, put 
Him through several trials, beat Him, scourge 
Him, and crucify Him, it was because He al-
lowed it to happen. The time had been fulfilled, 
His hour had arrived. The Father gave Jesus a com-
mand to lay down His life and to take it again. Jesus 
obeyed His Father, dying when the Father said to 
die and living again when the Father said so. 

Dec 17 John 10.19–21 

The Shepherd and Division 
19–21 Therefore there was a division again 

among the Jews because of these sayings… When the 

Jews, namely “some of the Pharisees who were with 
Him” (9.40), heard what He said in 9.41–10.18, 
they were divided. John told us the form of the divi-
sion. Some heard the words we have just read and 
thought He was possessed with a demon or was out 
of His mind. We make this latter charge often, that 
is, if we do not understand someone’s behavior, we 
say he has mental problems. So, they questioned lis-
tening to the Man. What He said was either evil 
or foolish, in their thinking. Others disagreed with 
those conclusions and declared that demons do not 
so speak and that demons do not open the eyes of 

the blind, as Jesus had in chapter 9. Demons do not 
have that power, and if they did, they would not do 
it, but they want to blind people. They do not want 
us to see the truth. Those people had their conclu-
sions. What do you conclude? Are you ready to do 
something about it? 

The Shepherd From 
Heaven (Part 2) 

Do you hear the voice of the shepherd from 
heaven? 

Dec 18 John 10.22–42 
What we shall see in John 10.22–42 is either a 

continuation of the previous section or it is another 
discourse on a similar topic that John put with the 
previous one because of similarities. 

Jesus had emphasized His intimate knowledge 
of His sheep, His people, and His sheep’s intimate 
knowledge of Him. You can know whether you 

know Him by whether you follow Him. 

The people then, as now, were divided over 
their conclusions about Jesus. Some said He had 
a demon. Others believed Jesus had mental prob-
lems. Still others realized that demons would not 
do what Jesus did. The story continues. 

Dec 19 John 10.22–30 

The Shepherd and the Jews 
22–30 Now it was the Feast of Dedication in 

Jerusalem, and it was winter. And Jesus walked in 
the temple, in Solomon’s porch… John showed the 
setting. The earthly place: These things took place 
in Jerusalem. The spiritual time: It was the Feast of 
Dedication in Jerusalem. The natural time: It was 
winter. The activity: Jesus walked. The spiritual 
place: In the temple, in Solomon’s porch. Something 
about the first words of John in verse 24 frightened 
me. “Then the Jews surrounded Him.” Do you want 
it written in your life book that you surrounded the 
Son of God with a demand, and with an interroga-
tion? What did they want to know? They wanted to 
know how long Jesus would keep them in suspense. 

John 10.22–39
Jesus Asserts His Deity

Jesus Claimed Deity
He said, “Sheep can’t get out of My clasp”.
Jews accused Him with voice like an asp.
“Let’s throw stones at this clod
Cause he claims to be God”.
He escaped, slipping out of their grasp.
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They wanted to know whether He was the Christ. 
When Jesus answered, He sounded like the blind 
man in John 9, who boldly and bluntly rebuked the 
Pharisees for their unbelief. Jesus stated that He had 
already told them, but they did not believe. Since 
they would not believe His words, He pointed them 
to His works. His works testified that He worked 
in His Father’s name. Did not those words, along 
with the works, announce that He was the Christ? 
Nevertheless, they still would not believe and Jesus 
revealed why they did not believe. They were not of 
His sheep. Remember what He said about that in 
9.41–10.18. They did not know Him and could 
not recognize His voice, meaning the things 
He said and taught. Those things were strange 
to them. If they were His sheep, He implied in 
verse 27, His sheep would hear His voice and He 
would know them and they would follow Him. 
The Pharisees would not listen to His voice, so 
they would not follow Him. That is why they 
could not discern whether He was the Christ. For 
the intimate relationship and faithful obedience 
of His sheep, He gives eternal life. With eternal 
life, they never shall perish, and no one has the 
power to overcome Jesus and snatch His sheep 
out of His hand. Then in verses 29 and 30, Jesus 
said something that inflamed the Jews even more, 
calling God His own Father, and saying that His 
Father gave the sheep to Him. The Father is also 
greater than all and no one can snatch the sheep 
out of the Father’s hand. But Jesus just said that the 
sheep are in His hand. Then He said the sheep are in 
His Father’s hand. To drive home the togetherness 
and unity of the Father and the Son with the sheep, 
Jesus declared boldly, “I and My Father are one.” If 
that did not answer the question of the Pharisees 
that Jesus was the Christ, that is, the Anointed One 

of God, then I do not know what else Jesus could 
have said. 

Dec 20 John 10.31–39 

The Shepherd and Good 
Works 

31–39 Then the Jews took up stones again to 
stone Him. Jesus answered them, “Many good works 
I have shown you from My Father…” The Jews were 
again ready to kill Jesus for such a claim, but they 

failed to kill Him at that time, because no one would 
or could take His life from Him, but He laid it down 
when the Father told Him to do it. The Jews had no 
idea how little control they had over things. Jesus 
wanted to know for which of the good works they 
were ready to stone Him. Do you see His boldness? 
They had an answer for Him. They were not ston-
ing Him for doing good works, unless of course, 
He did those good works on the Sabbath, but they 
claimed to stone Him for blaspheming. What blas-
phemy did they believe He committed? They said, 
“…because You, being a Man, make Yourself God.” 

They understood correctly the equation that Jesus 
made with the sheep being in His hand and in His 
Father’s hand and that Jesus and the Father are one. 
Not the same person, but they are one as a husband 
and wife are one flesh. So, Jesus and His Father are 
one spirit. Consider carefully the answer of Jesus. 
He quoted the Law that said they were gods. If 
He called them gods, people to whom the word of 
God came, and Jesus added parenthetically that the 
Scripture cannot be broken, how could they say that 
Jesus blasphemed although the Father had sancti-
fied and sent Jesus into the world, by claiming to be 

the Son of God? They had a high status, but He 
was higher, and they should have seen that in His 
words and works. Starting at verse 37, Jesus read-
ily acknowledged that if He did not do the works 
of His Father, they should not believe Him. On 
the other hand, if He did do the works of His Fa-
ther, then, although they had a hard time believ-
ing what He said, they should believe the works, 
and then they would know and believe that the 
Father was in Jesus and Jesus was in the Father, 
meaning that the Father and Jesus were (and are) 
one. What do you say about the works of Jesus? 
Could the Jews accept that simple challenge? No, 
but again, they sought to take Him, and again He 

slipped out from among them, because the Father 
had not yet given the command for Jesus to die. His 
hour had not arrived. 

Dec 21 John 10.40–42 

The Shepherd and John the 
Baptizer 

40–42 And He went away again beyond the Jor-
dan to the place where John was baptizing at first, 

John 10.40–42
Jordan Redux

Redux / Influx
On the Jordan bank where it began,
Jesus camped there according to plan.
Many visited Him.
Would receive life and vim
When they b’lieved.  Like a real Peter Pan. 
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and there He stayed… This time He left the temple 
area and even left Jerusalem, not being distracted 
with needy people along the way. Jesus did not come 
for people needy in the body, but for people needy 
in the spirit, and whatever He did had to fulfill that 
goal. Jesus left the area entirely, going beyond the 
Jordan, going to the east side, to the very place where 
John the Baptizer had done his work. Once Jesus ar-
rived there, He stayed for a while. He could not die 
yet, but the Father had everything planned accord-
ing to a schedule, as Daniel 9 prophesied. Paul also 
said, “But when the fullness of the time had come, 
God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those who were under 
the law, that we might receive the adoption as 
sons” (Gal 4.4, 5). The people found Jesus beyond 
the Jordan and started going to Him. Since He 
was in the area where John worked, they remem-
bered John. They remembered that John did not 
do miracles, nevertheless, what John said about 
Jesus was all true. To those people the conclusion 
was inescapable. They had to believe in Jesus. We 
are almost half way through the Gospel Accord-
ing to John. Have you heard enough to know 
who Jesus is? If so, are you ready to do something 
about it? Why wait? Have you forgotten who the 
Shepherd of your soul is? It is not too late to start 
hearing His voice again and to start following Him 
again wherever He leads you. 

Jesus Wept and 
Groaned (Part 1) 

Jesus showed His emotions 

Dec 22 John 11.1–27 

What is your life? Do you believe you shall live 
again? Before that can happen, there is something 
you must believe. Are you ready to take a look at 
the Scriptures to see what that is? Jesus so taught 
that the Pharisees understood Him to make Himself 
God. They could not stand it any longer and looked 
to seize Him that they might kill Him, but He got 
away and left Jerusalem, crossed over the Jordan 
River and stayed there for a while. 

Dec 23 John 11.1–3 

A Sick Friend 
1–3 Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of 

Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha… 
A certain man was terminally ill. He lived in Betha-
ny, which was also the town of his sisters, Mary and 
Martha. This Mary was well known to John’s first 
readers. They had heard a story about her. She was 
the Mary who had, now picture this, anointed the 
Lord, doing so with fragrant oil, pouring the oil on 

His feet, and then used her hair to wipe His feet. We 
will see her doing this in chapter 12. That woman 
who showed such sweet humble love to the Lord 
now had a brother who was very sick, but with what 
illness we do not know. Look at the message the sis-
ters sent to Jesus, “Lord, behold, he whom You love 
is sick.” How could the Lord refuse such a message? 
While they did not ask Him to come, sometimes 
you already know what people want. 

Dec 24 John 11.4–6 

Delaying For a Friend 
4–6 When Jesus heard that, He said, “This 

sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of 
God…” Initially, Jesus did refuse to go to Betha-
ny. Right away He revealed that He knew about 
the sickness and the purpose for it. The sisters be-
lieved the sickness was unto death and those who 
heard the message probably thought the same 
thing. Yet, Jesus said that it was not unto death, 
at least not permanent death. The end of Laza-
rus’s sickness was not death, but the glory of God 
through the work of the Son of God. The sickness 
of Lazarus would glorify both God the Father and 

God the Son. Jesus loved all people, but He had a 
special friendship with these three. Did John write 
in verse 6 that since Jesus loved these three, He im-
mediately dropped everything and went to see His 
dear friend? No, Jesus stayed, apparently beyond the 
Jordan, an additional two days. It took part of a day 
for the message to get to Jesus. It would take part of 
a day to get to Bethany. Four days would transpire 
before Jesus arrived in Bethany. Why did Jesus de-
lay? Would not dropping everything and running 
to His friend in need be the way to show love for 

John 11.1–44
Lazarus, Come Forth!

Entropy Reversed
Laz’rus rose as the Lord Jesus saith,
Demonstrating His pow’r over death.
He was raised to new life,
Given back to his wife.
Quite the opp’site of Lady Macbeth.
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him? Would that not bring glory to God? What was 
Jesus doing that He could not run to His friend? 
He taught and preached, which are greater than all 
things. Moreover, He waited on purpose, because by 
waiting He created a situation, whereby He could 
glorify God even more. 

Dec 25 John 11.7–10 

Work Takes Precedence Over 
Death 

7–10 Then after this He said to the disciples, “Let 
us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to Him… 
Jesus decided to return to Judea after delaying a cou-
ple of days, because this insured that Lazarus had 
died and that he had been buried, and insured that 
no one would think Lazarus had simply gone into a 
coma. The disciples remembered why they went to 
the land beyond the Jordan. The Jewish leaders set 
their hearts to get Jesus. They could not figure out 
why He wanted to go back there! Jesus did not leave 
the majesty of heaven to vacation on the east side of 
the Jordan River. Would you leave heaven to take 
it easy east of the Jordan River? Jesus left heaven to 
work on the earth. There is a time to rest and a time 
to work. These things hold true in the spirit. Walk 
in the light while you have the light. If you walk 
in the night, you will stumble, because you do not 
have the light of God’s word within you. 

Dec 26 John 11.11–15 

Waking a Friend From Sleep 
11–15 These things He said, and after that He 

said to them, “Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go 

that I may wake him up.” Then His disciples said… 
What work was so urgent that Jesus had to go to 
Judea right away? His friend Lazarus slept. It was 
time for him to wake up and Jesus would go do it, 
because only He could wake up His sick friend. The 
disciples knew of the sickness of Lazarus and they 
knew the omniscience of their Teacher. However, 
they did not pick up on the fact that Jesus had to be 
the one to wake up Lazarus. Hearing Jesus say that 
Lazarus slept, the disciples told Jesus that Lazarus 
would get well. They believed he slept because of 
His sickness. They also questioned why go to Judea 
to wake someone up from sleep when the people in 
that area want to kill you! Then in verse 13, John 
let us in on the secret of Jesus. When Jesus said that 
Lazarus slept, Jesus meant that Lazarus had died. 
When a person dies it looks as though he sleeps, but 
Lazarus will awaken again and go about his busi-
ness. Jesus shall awaken Lazarus from this sleep-like 
experience. John and his fellow disciples thought 
Jesus spoke literally and they had not yet learned 
that Jesus constantly used the things of this world to 
speak of spiritual realities. 

John the Baptizer called Jesus the Lamb 
of God (Chap. 1). 
Jesus spoke of His body as the temple 
(Chap. 2). 
He taught that entrance into the king-
dom requires a new birth (Chap. 3). 
He used water to tell the Samaritan 
woman of water for her soul (Chap. 4). 
Shortly thereafter He compared doing 
the will of God to eating (Chap. 4). 
Jesus told a crowd that He was the Bread 
of Heaven (Chap. 6). 
He again used water, but this time to 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

depict the Holy Spirit (Chap. 7). 
He told the Pharisees that He was the 
light of the world (Chap. 8). 
After healing a blind man, Jesus spoke of 
understanding as seeing (Chap. 9). 

In chapter 10, we heard Him say that He was 
the good shepherd. 

To help the disciples understand, Jesus came 
right out and said, “Lazarus is dead.” Then in verse 
15, Jesus made an amazing statement about the 
friend He loved. Jesus was glad that He was not 
present during the fatal illness of Lazarus and dur-
ing the time he died. How could a friend say that? 
Jesus had something greater to do and when He did 
it, His disciples would grow in their belief. 

Dec 27 John 11.16 

Die With Jesus 
16 Then Thomas, who is called the Twin, said to 

his fellow disciples… Thomas believed this was the 
end for Jesus. Remember the disciples knew that the 
Pharisees wanted to kill Him. If Jesus went back to 
the area, Thomas believed they would arrest Jesus 
and kill Him. With all the loyalty and sincerity in 
his heart, Thomas took the lead among the disciples 
and encouraged them all to go with Jesus that they 
might die with Him! Thomas did not know what 
was going on, but if called upon to die, he would 
not resist. 

Dec 28 John 11.17–20 

The Setting 
17–20 So when Jesus came, He found that he 

•

•
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had already been in the tomb four days… So, they 
headed for Bethany in Judea. As they walked and 
talked, the disciples believed it was the last day of 
Jesus and their last day. What gallant men! If only 
they could keep up that heroism! However, some-
one said, “O Consistency, thou art a jewel!” King 
Solomon wrote, 

If you faint in the day of adversity, 
Your strength is small. 
(Pro 24.10) 

The day of adversity, Thomas believed, ap-
proached quickly and he was ready for it. Good 
for him. Too bad his zeal did not last. Jesus and 
His disciples finally arrived in Bethany, but He 
found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four 
days. Jesus also found weeping, mourning, and 
disappointment that He had not been there. Many 
people were there, because Bethany was close to 
Jerusalem. Many came to mourn the passing of a 
good man. The people were also there to comfort 
the sisters of Lazarus. The people loved Lazarus 
and they loved his sisters. We need more people 
like them in the world, so when they leave, bro-
kenness fills all hearts. Then Martha heard that the 
Creator came walking into town. What would you 
do, if your brother was friends with and was loved 
by the Creator of heaven and earth? Martha quickly 
left to go meet Him, but Mary, it seems, did not 
know that Jesus had arrived. 

Dec 29 John 11.21–27 

Confidence in Jesus 
21–27 Now Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You 

had been here, my brother would not have died. But 
even now I know that whatever You ask of God…” 
Look at the faith and perhaps mild rebuke of Mar-
tha towards Jesus. She knew that if He had been 
there, Lazarus would still be alive, because Jesus 
could have healed her brother. Yet, she did not lose 
hope, knowing that whatever Jesus asked of God, 
God would give it. She did not state her request, 
but Jesus knew what it was. Jesus assured her that 
her brother would rise again, because Lazarus slept. 
Martha expressed her full acceptance in the teach-
ings of Christ and the Scriptures, and confessed that 

she knew of the last-day-resurrection and that Laza-
rus would be included in that. Was she testing the 
Lord to see what He planned on doing? To show 
that a resurrection would happen before the last-day 
one, He affirmed that He was the resurrection and 
the life, because in Jesus, your spirit is renewed and 
you live as never before. Therefore, He can make 
us live forever. We may die in the body, but we still 
live. However, we have to live and believe in Jesus. 
Did Martha believe that? Do you believe that? Mar-
tha showed her belief, urgently confessing that she 

believed Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God, the 
very One who was to come into the world. She be-
lieved in Jesus and she lived in Him. Watch what 
happened next…oh, that will be for tomorrow’s 
reading! 

Do you believe Jesus is your resurrection and 
life? Do you believe that without Him, you have 
no hope and you truly do not live? Why not do 
what Martha did? State your belief that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God. If you do that, you are ready 
for baptism. 

Jesus Wept and 
Groaned (Part 2) 

Jesus showed His emotions 

Dec 30 John 11.28–38
What do you do when someone you love gets 

sick? What if you learn that the sickness is fatal? 
Do you delay visiting your friend? Sometimes we 
delay because we do not know what to do. Some-
times we are delayed for reasons beyond our con-
trol. However, these did not apply to Jesus. He 

always knew what to do. And nothing controlled 
Him; He controlled all things. A friend was sick, 
but Jesus delayed for two days before going to His 
sick friend, because His work took precedence over 
such things. It also provided an opportunity for 
Lazarus to die, which enabled Jesus to do a greater 
work later, because that was His mission. Finally, 
Jesus went to awaken His friend from sleep, which 
was His way of referring to death. You wake up from 
sleep, and you wake up from death, something we 
will all do at the last day. 

John 11.25, 26
Jesus’ Five ‘I AM’s

Christogram
All Mo’ got was a cryptic ‘I AM’.
Here we have a complete Christogram.
Jesus, thru Rez’ and Life,
Gives to us blessings rife.
Not a test, so we don’t have to cram.
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In John 11.21–27, Jesus met one of the sisters of Lazarus. 
Look at the faith and perhaps mild rebuke of Martha towards 
Jesus. She knew that if He had been there, Lazarus would still 
be alive, because Jesus could have healed her brother. Where 
then had He been? Yet, she did not lose hope, knowing that 
whatever, and she meant whatever, Jesus asked of God, God 
would give it. She did not state her request, but Jesus knew 
what it was. Were the butterflies flying her in stomach? Jesus 
assured her that her brother would rise again, because Lazarus 
slept. Martha expressed her full acceptance in the teachings 
of Christ and the Scriptures, and confessed that she knew of 
the last-day-resurrection and that Lazarus would be included 
in that. Was she testing the Lord to see what He planned on 
doing? To show that a resurrection would happen before the 
last-day one, Jesus affirmed that He was the resurrection and 
the life. In Jesus, your spirit is renewed and you live as never 
before. Therefore, He can make us live forever. We may die 
in the body, but we still live. However, we have to live and 
believe in Jesus. Did Martha believe that? Do you believe 
that? Martha showed her belief, urgently confessing that she 
believed Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God, the very One 
who was to come into the world. She believed in Jesus and 
she lived in Him. Watch what happened next…

Dec 31 John 11.28–32 

Jesus Calls for Mary 
28–32 And when she had said these things, she went her 

way and secretly called Mary, her sister, saying… After Mar-
tha had talked with Jesus, she went to her sister privately 
with good news; the Teacher was there and wanted to see 
her. Mary went to Jesus quickly. She, like Martha, knew who 
He was and what He could do. Her hopes and anticipation 
skyrocketed. She may not have known fully what to expect, 
but she knew something wonderful could happen. Jesus had 
already delayed two days, and verse 30 shows Him stopped 
outside the town. Why go into town? He knew what He was 
going to do. Therefore, the sisters had to meet Him so they 
could all go somewhere else. Seeing Mary grieve over the loss 
of her beloved brother, and then suddenly get up and leave 
the house quickly, the other people assumed she was longing 
for her brother and so ran to the tomb as if to be closer to 
him as she wept. See the humility of this woman. She fell at 
the feet of the Teacher. She would be at His feet again later. 
She cared not how she appeared, falling at this Man’s feet, but 
by her actions and by her words, she implored the Teacher to 
do something. Lazarus was already dead. What could Jesus 
do? Remember that Martha did not make a request, but she 
knew whatever Jesus requested of the Father, He would do 
it for His beloved Son. So, Mary unknowingly repeated the 
words of her sister to Jesus. She may have repeated the words 
because that was what the sisters and the others had been say-
ing, that if Jesus had been present, Lazarus would not have 
died. Mary said nothing more that is recorded. However, she 
undoubtedly thought, as Martha did, that whatever Jesus 
asked of God, He would do it. ✞
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