
The Bible Meditator Page 1 December AD 2009“Mt. Rushmore” by Gary Yim, iStockphoto.com

T h eBible Meditator
Volume 20, Number 12 December ad 2009

Review of “Creation” the Movie

Meditating on Revelation 

The Story of the Bible:Lesson 9: Jacob and the Promise

Psalm 119.20

Facing 
America’s 
Moral 
Erosion



The Bible Meditator Page 2 December AD 2009“Mt. Rushmore” by Gary Yim, iStockphoto.com

George and Tom and Abe and Ted
look at us, though they are dead.
These Presidents carved into rock

must blush at what they see.

Gazing back towards our past,
these four heads of state en masse

warn us of erosive trends
that undermine our dreams.

They can see with eyes of stone
how we’ve reaped what we have sown,

how we’ve gained prosperity
while losing what meant more.

Gratefully, it’s not too late.
Our nation’s plight is not its fate.

If we repent and turn to God,
He’ll chisel down our flaws.

Facing 
America’s 
Moral 
Erosion

Reflections on a famous American landmark 
By Greg Asimakoupoulos

Reprinted with permission of Greg Asimakoupoulos http://www.partialobserver.com/article.cfm?id=3319
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By Dominic Statham

Creation (Hanway Films and BBC Films1) is John 
Collee’s screen adaptation of the book, Annie’s Box, 
by Charles Darwin’s great-great-grandson, Randal 
Keynes.2 Its title is deliberately equivocal, and does 
not refer to the biblical account of creation, but to 
the creation of Darwin’s book, the Origin of Species.3 

It is a skilful, imaginative and powerful production, 
with outstanding performances by Paul Bettany as 
Darwin and Jenny Con-
nelly as his wife, Emma.

Annie’s box was a 
writing case into which 
had been placed some 
personal items of Dar-

win’s beloved daughter, Annie, after her tragic death, 
aged only 10 years. Not surprisingly, given its title, 
the book dwells particularly on the close relationship 
between Darwin and Annie, and the effect that her 
death had upon him and his growing secular view of 
the world. It pictures Darwin as a man of great virtue 
and honesty, and strongly committed to his family. 
As one reviewer commented, “The Darwin of these 
pages is an almost saintly figure: patient, reasonable, 
freethinking, only angered by cruelty.”4 The film 

also portrays Darwin as a dedicated father and fam-
ily man, wise and considerate towards his servants, 
and whose life was greatly affected by the loss of his 
daughter. Moreover, he is depicted as someone torn 
between his commitment to his deeply religious wife, 
Emma, and his scientific theory of evolution, which 
he felt contradicted so much of what she treasured 
and believed in.

It is probably not unreasonable to portray Dar-
win as a very human, sensitive and caring man. As 

a youth, his endearing 
qualities caused him to 
gain favour with leading 
men of his day, such as 
Adam Sedgwick and John 
Henslow, both of whom 

Review of 
Creation 
the movie
—Sanitizing evolution

A poster used to promote Creation the film makes it clear what the movie 
stands for; that mankind is an evolved animal

This movie is not what you think
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were his Professors at Cambridge University. In later 
life, he gave to charitable causes and energetically 
supported a petition to obtain a government pension 
for the impoverished 
Alfred Wallace, who 
was a serious con-
tender for priority for 
his own theory. One 
visitor to his home at 
Downe described him 
as “the dearest, sweet-
est, loveliest old grand-
pa that ever was”.5 The 
portrayal of his wife, 
Emma, as an intel-
ligent, talented and 
attractive woman is 
probably also fair.

Unfortunately, the film uses these qualities of 
Charles and Emma to sanitize a theory about life 
which is very unsanitary. Darwin’s theory of evolu-
tion by natural selection is a story of violence, suf-
fering, death, desperate competition and extinction 
of the unfit. Such a view of the natural world has 
caused many to question the goodness of God and, in 
some cases, to categorically deny His existence. Yet, 
in the context of Darwin’s idyllic family life, and his 
wife’s loving support for him in finally agreeing to the 
publication of his theory, the unacceptable is made 
acceptable. This view is powerfully presented in the 
final minutes, when he walks towards his family, with 
his resurrected daughter, Annie, by his side, follow-
ing the reading of the final sentences of the Origin of 
Species: “Thus, from the war of nature, from famine 
and death, the most exalted object which we are ca-
pable of conceiving, namely, the production of the 
higher animals directly follows. There is grandeur in 
this view of life ... from so simple a beginning end-
less forms most beautiful and most wonderful have 

been and are being evolved.” Randal Keynes writes, 
“There is a widely held belief that the Darwinian view 
is one of struggle, suffering and heartless selfishness, 

but the point of the 
book and the film is 
that they show Dar-
win and Emma as real 
people—like you and 
me.”6 Darwin and his 
theory certainly get 
the sympathy vote.

According to the 
film’s official website7 
Creation tells “[t]he 
true story of Charles 
Darwin”, a great scien-
tist “caught in a battle 

between faith and reason and truth and love”. While 
it may well be true that he was a devoted husband and 
father, his life was not characterised by conflicts be-
tween either faith and reason, or truth and love. First-
ly, from his autobiography and notebooks, a strong 
case can be made that 
his evolutionary be-
liefs grew out from his 
rejection of Christian-
ity and his embracing 
of deism,8 rather than 
from scientific deduc-
tion (see Darwin, Lyell 
and Origin of Species). 
Secondly, the idea 
that he procrastinated 
over the publishing of 
his theory out of con-
cern for the offence 
this might cause his 
wife (or society in general) is questionable: as early 
as 1844 (fifteen years before the publication of his 

Origin of Species) he had documented his theory in 
an essay and left instructions that, in the event of his 
death, this should be published posthumously—with 
no delay sought.9 (Those potentially offended would 
presumably have no reason to be less affected because 
of his death—Darwin himself would have avoided 
the fallout from any such offence, of course.)

The film has a number of inaccuracies, most of 
which are insignificant. Some, however, are impor-
tant. It contains no hint that Darwin had largely 
abandoned the idea of biblical creation early in his 
life, and long before he could have amassed evidence 
for evolution. Rather, in the scene where Thomas 
Huxley pressures him to publish quickly, he is seen 
to be cautious, arguing that more time is needed to 
be sure of the facts. Similarly misleading is the impli-
cation that it was overwhelming scientific evidence 
that caused him, slowly and methodically, to reject a 
belief in creation. In fact, he had discarded the Bible 
as a reliable document and embraced evolutionary 
ideas within two years of his return from the Beagle 
voyage.10,11 The scene where Darwin’s friend, Hooker, 

attempts to rouse him 
from his sick bed, in 
order to join his fellow 
scientists in the “battle 
for truth”, peddles the 
popular myth that the 
creation/evolution de-
bate is about science 
versus faith, rather than 
one faith against an-
other. Indeed, at times 
Darwin is portrayed as 
a martyr to truth, suf-
fering much ill health 
due to his concerns 

about the social implications of his theory. At one 
point, almost in despair, he laments, “I dare not study 

“This movie portrays Charles 
Darwin as a loving, devoted family 

man who struggles personally 
over the implications of his theory, 
thus leading viewers to regard his 

evolutionary ideas sympathetically.”

“The scene where Darwin’s friend, 
Hooker, attempts to rouse him from 

his sick bed, in order to join his 
fellow scientists in the ‘battle for 

truth’, peddles the popular myth that 
the creation/evolution debate is about 
science versus faith, rather than one 

faith against another.”
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for the fear of seeing what is already as plain as day.”
After the death of Annie, we see Charles seeking to rationalise the 

loss and turning to science, whereas Emma retreats into the “irratio-
nality” of her religion. Finally, however, we see her reading the manu-
script of the Origin of Species, and actively supporting its publication. 
The implication, surely, is that all reasonable people will eventually 
make their peace with evolution.

I would recommend that Christians watch the film so that they 

can discuss its message with friends in an informed way. Some par-
ents may feel that it is unsuitable for young children, as it deals with 
intense adult emotions and includes a short section where Thomas 
Huxley blasphemes horribly. Those interested in Darwin’s life and 
legacy will appreciate the CMI production, Darwin: The Voyage that 
Shook the World, now available on DVD.
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Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from 

this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php

�editating on 
�he �ook of 

�evelation 

“Paper Texture” (1124483) by Andrew C., Bucharest, ro, Romania, stock.xchng
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Dec 1 Revelation 11.11–13 
Resurrection and Ascension of the 

Two Witnesses 

11–13 Now after the three–and–a–half days 
the breath of life from God entered them, and they 
stood on their feet… There are empires and other 
worldly powers that man is incapable of moving, 
but divine power gave the empire its life and divine 
power can remove the life of the empire. “For thus 
says the LORD of hosts: ‘Once more (it is a little 
while) I will shake heaven and earth, the sea and 
dry land; and I will shake all nations, and they shall 
come to the Desire of All Nations, and I will fill this 
temple with glory,’ says the LORD of hosts” (Hag 
2.6, 7). One tenth of the city fell. This is the city 
that was referred to earlier in verse 8. This is not the 
Final Judgment, but a prelude to it. 7,000 men were 
killed. The survivors were afraid and gave glory to 
the God of heaven. This might be the movement of 
many people toward Christianity, after the revival of 
Christianity. 

Dec 2 Revelation 11.14 
One More Woe 

14 The second woe is past… The second woe fin-
ished. John’s experience with the little book in chap-
ter 10, and the happenings of the Two Witnesses, 
and the 200,000,000 army in chapter 9 all are  part 
of the sixth trumpet and the second woe. The third 
woe is coming quickly. This will complete the judg-
ments of God. The first two woes were awful for the 
world. What shall be in store for them in the third 
woe? Not only is it defeat, but they shall see the 
Kingdom of Christ do something that they never 
imagined could happen. Many Christians are so 
pessimistic and small thinking that they cannot be-
lieve that it would ever happen! What shall happen 
when the seventh angel sounds the seventh trumpet 
and the third and final woe happens? We shall see in 
future readings.  

Revelation 11 shows the Church and the Scrip-
tures working together to do mighty things through-
out the world. Yet, we are often focused upon the 
small things. We do not seem to understand what 
we are and what we have in our possession. Listen 
to us as we speak of not being able to do anything 
in the world. Look at our prayer lists. Start seeing 
that we can do what the Church did in the first cen-
tury and start praying for the things for which they 
prayed. 

Dec 3 Revelation 11.15–19 
The Seventh Trumpet of Judgment 

This trumpet reveals a major theme of 
the Book of Revelation 

This is a significant passage. Seven angels re-
ceived seven trumpets. Each one sounded, allowing 
events to transpire. 

First, hail and fire were thrown to the earth. 
Second, a great fiery mountain was thrown into 

the sea. 
Third, a great burning star fell from heaven and 

landed on water. 
Fourth, a third of the heavens were struck. Then 

this announcement, “And I looked, and I heard an 
angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying 
with a loud voice, ‘Woe, woe, woe to the inhabit-
ants of the earth, because of the remaining blasts 
of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to 
sound!’” (Rev 8.13). The last three trumpets each 
unleashed a woe. 

Fifth, a fallen star from heaven, went to the earth. 
He opened the bottomless pit, releasing strange lo-
custs that tormented men for five months. 

Sixth, four angels released a 200,000,000 army 
of horsemen. 

Then there was an interlude. John took a book 
from an angel and ate it. John saw God’s Two Wit-
nesses, who preached, who were killed, and who 
were resurrected to ascend into heaven. Six trumpets 
and two woes are down. One trumpet to blast. One 
woe to pass. Remember Revelation 8.13. It is woe 
to the inhabitants of the earth, not to the members 
of the church. The seventh trumpet, the third woe 
shows the mightiness of the church/kingdom. 
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Dec 4 Revelation 11.15 
A Major Theme 

15–19 Then the seventh angel sounded: And 
there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The king-
doms of this world…” We have been waiting for this 
angel. There had been a special announcement in 
10.7 about the seventh trumpet, “…in the days of 
the sounding of the seventh angel, when he is about 
to sound, the mystery of God would be finished, as 
He declared to His servants the prophets.” Finally, 
it happened. Something very special accompanied 
this trumpet. Loud voices make a great announce-
ment. When the seventh seal was opened there was 
silence in heaven, but when the seventh trumpet 
sounded there were great noises in heaven. The royal 
announcement: The kingdom of this world has be-
come the kingdom of Christ’s and His reign is end-
less. Psalm 2 revealed that the Christ would conquer 
the kingdoms of the world, 

I will declare the decree: 
The LORD has said to Me, 
“You are My Son, 
Today I have begotten You. 
Ask of Me, and I will give You 
The nations for Your inheritance, 
And the ends of the earth for Your posses-

sion. 
You shall break them with a rod of iron; 
You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s 

vessel.” 
Now therefore, be wise, O kings; 
Be instructed, you judges of the earth. 
(Psa 2.7–10) 

Dec 5 Revelation 11.15 
A Major Theme 

15 Then the seventh angel sounded: And there 
were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdoms 
of this world…” Daniel 2 prophesied that the king-
dom of Christ would be established during the days 
of the Roman empire. Understanding this passage 
helps us to understand the Book of Revelation. “And 
in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set 
up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and 
the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall 
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 
and it shall stand forever” (Dan 2.44). King Nebu-
chadnezzar dreamt of a great statue and Daniel in-
terpreted the dream, explaining that there would be 
four great world empires, and Rome would be the 
fourth empire. During the days of that kingdom the 
God of heaven would set up His kingdom. God’s 
kingdom would break in pieces and consume all 
kingdoms, including the mighty empire of Rome, 
and Revelation 11.15 shows the fulfillment. Revela-
tion 11 does not show the kingdom of Christ being 
established, because it already had been established 
(Col 11.3; Rev 1.5, 6, 9), but Revelation 11 shows 
the latter part of Daniel 2.44 being fulfilled, that 
is, the destruction of Rome and any other world 
empire at the appropriate time, and the same thing 
happened with the Soviet empire, where the church/
kingdom is growing magnificently. Revelation 12 
will also show the establishment of the kingdom. 

Dec 6 Revelation 11.15 
A Major Theme 

15 Then the seventh angel sounded: And there 
were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdoms 
of this world…” Ephesians 1 gives insight to help 
us understand the thought behind Revelation 
11.15, Jesus is, “far above all principality and power 
and might and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in that which is 
to come. And He put all things under His feet, and 
gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 
which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all 
in all (Eph 1.21–23). Jesus reigns over more than 
the church, but the church is His chief kingdom. 
Revelation 11.15 is a demonstration of God’s and 
of Christ’s reign, especially when He destroys the 
kingdoms of men, which oppose His kingdom. 
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Dec 7 Revelation 11.15 
A Major Theme 

15 Then the seventh angel sounded: And there 
were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdoms 
of this world…” Let all the nations of the earth 
hear the announcement of the seventh trumpet! His 
kingdom swallows up all nations, breaking them and 
consuming them, so that Revelation 11.15 shows 
the fulfillment of Daniel 2.44. John reminded his 
readers of God’s victorious reign and the power of 
the kingdom/church. The final judgment on Rome 
was pictured in Daniel 2. The kingdom of Christ 
defeated the empire of Rome. Rome as an empire 
disappeared and the kingdom of Christ grew as a 
large mountain that covers the whole earth, which is 
exactly what happened. That is Revelation 11.15. 

Dec 8 Revelation 11.15 
A Major Theme 

15 Then the seventh angel sounded… The an-
nouncement of the seventh trumpet also said, that 
God shall reign forever and ever. No one can over-
throw God. Two opposing banners in the Book of 
Revelation are 6.17 “Who is able to stand [before 
the Lamb]?” and from a passage we have yet to see, 
“Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war 
with him?” The seventh trumpet of judgment as-
sures us that the Lamb and His disciples prevail, be-
cause He reigns forever and ever, not a mere 1,000 
years. As it is written: 

Of the increase of His government and 
peace 

There will be no end… 
From that time forward, even forever… 
(Isa 9.7) 

His dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
Which shall not pass away, 
And His kingdom the one 
Which shall not be destroyed. 
(Dan 7.14b) 

“And He will reign over the house of Ja-
cob forever, and of His kingdom there will 
be no end” (Luke 1.33). 

Revelation 11.15 shows the fulfillment of these 
prophecies. So then, there was the royal announce-
ment of the kingdom of God and of Christ on the 
earth. What was heaven’s response? 

Dec 9 Revelation 11.16–18 
Heaven’s Response 

16–18 And the twenty-four elders who sat be-
fore God on their thrones fell on their faces and wor-
shiped God, saying… We had not heard from the 
twenty-four elders for a while, but they were there 
and ever aware of what was happening on the earth. 
All concern for earth does not vanish when a person 
goes to heaven. Remember 6.9–11 that the souls of 
those who had been slain for the word of God were 
crying out to God about their enemies on the earth, 
and they were aware that divine vengeance had not 
yet taken place on earth against their enemies. The 
twenty-four elders worshiped God by what they 
said. They gave Him thanks. They called Him Lord 
God Almighty. They acknowledged His eternal na-
ture. They confessed that God had taken His great 
power and reigned. They proclaimed the judgment 
of God: 

His judgment is against the nations who were 
angry with Him. 
His judgment is of the dead. 
His judgment is to reward His servants the 
prophets. 
His judgment is to reward the saints. 
His judgment is to reward the small and the 
great who fear the name of God. 
His judgment is against those who destroy the 
earth. 

•

•
•

•
•

•
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Dec 10 Revelation 11.19 
Something Was Now Opened 

19 Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, 
and the ark of His covenant was seen… Before the 
announcement of verse 15 the temple in heaven re-
mained closed. Once the kingdom was established, 
the temple was opened, because Jesus entered and 
went behind the veil, opening the way for us and 
exposing what was behind. He also sat down at His 
Father’s right hand and set up the kingdom and 
He reigns from the throne in heaven. This exposed 
the true ark of His covenant (Heb 9.23, 24; 10.19, 
20). The response was great disturbances of nature: 
lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, and 
great hail. Do we understand the earthshaking event 
of God setting up His kingdom? Creation, nature, 
exists for the kingdom of 
Christ, which is the church! 
As Paul said, “For the earnest 
expectation of the creation 
eagerly waits for the reveal-
ing of the sons of God. For 
the creation was subjected 
to futility, not willingly, but 
because of Him who sub-
jected it in hope; because 
the creation itself also will be 
delivered from the bondage 
of corruption into the glo-
rious liberty of the children 
of God. For we know that 
the whole creation groans 
and labors with birth pangs 
together until now” (Rom 
8.19–22). 

Dec 11 Revelation 11.19 
Something Was Now Opened 

19 Then the temple of God was opened in heav-
en, and the ark of His covenant was seen… Revela-
tion 10.7 built our anticipation for the sounding of 
the seventh trumpet, “…in the days of the sounding 
of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, the 
mystery of God would be finished, as He declared to 
His servants the prophets” (Rev 10.7). Now watch 
this. The mystery of God is the Jews and the Gentiles 
together in Christ and Christ in all. The kingdoms 
of the world, the kingdoms of the Gentiles, have 
now become the kingdom of Christ, fulfilling what 
these other passages say about the mystery of God. 
The way into heaven, into the heavenly temple, into 
the Holy of Holies is now revealed. We are part of 

this worldwide kingdom. 
As the dream in Daniel 2 
demonstrated, God can 
take a little rock, throw it 
at the feet of the nations, 
and they fall. Is evil power-
ful in our world? Yes. How-
ever, we are members of the 
kingdom that grew from 
a little rock into a massive 
worldwide empire. 

Dec 12 Revelation 12.1 
The Great Adversary 

Who hates us with unbridled passion? 

Revelation 12 

A Dragon Is After Christ 

Look, a Magnificent Woman! 

1 Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a wom-
an clothed with the sun… A great woman appeared 
in heaven. She was great enough to wear the sun. 
She was greater than any single woman. She was not 
Mary. Wearing the sun, she was glorious in appear-
ance. She was great enough to have the moon un-
der her feet. She was great enough to wear a crown 
of twelve stars. She was adorned with lights of the 
heavens. She was not of earth, but was of heaven. 
In Genesis 37.9, 10 the sun, the moon, and eleven 
stars are symbols. The sun represented Jacob, the 
moon represented Jacob’s wife, and the eleven stars 
represented Joseph’s brothers. Joseph would be a 
12th one. Revelation 12 is the same picture. The 
woman was ancient Israel. Two women brought Je-
sus into the world. Mary, and Israel, often pictured 
as a woman in the Old Testament. The Song of 
Solomon 6 uses the sun and the moon to show the 
beauty of Solomon’s bride, 

Who is she who looks forth as the morning, 
Fair as the moon, 
Clear as the sun, 
Awesome as an army with banners? 
(Song 6.10) 
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Dec 13 Revelation 12.2 
The Woman Was with Child 

2 Then being with child… In labor and in pain 
a woman delivers a child. So, it was in her case. Is-
rael was like a woman giving birth when the nation 
brought Jesus into the world. The Jews struggled 
with accepting the fact that Jesus was the Messiah. 

Revelation 12.3 A Dragon Appeared 

3 And another sign appeared in heaven… God 
used a creature that the ancients knew. Recalling 
this creature to mind, they understood the nature 
of their enemy. There were creatures on the earth 
that the ancients called dragons. Although we use 
that word for mythological creatures, the ancients 
did not. People of that time did not think of a myth. 
God does not use mythological creatures to teach. 
Scholars from various fields have always been amazed 
that dragons looked like dinosaurs, as though people 
had seen dinosaurs alive. There is a terrible enemy 
of Christ and His people, as terrible as those killing 
machines that we call the carnivorous bipedal di-
nosaurs. In the 1930’s, A. T. Robertson was curious 
about the comparison between dinosaurs and drag-
ons, “One wonders if these and the Chinese dragons 
are not race memories of conflicts with the diplodo-
cus and like monsters before their disappearance” 
(Word Pictures In The New Testament, Nashville, 
Tennessee: Broadman Press, 1933, Volume VI, p. 
388). The dragon was great. He was fiery red. He 
had seven heads with seven diadems and ten horns, 
showing that he uses leadership, authority, and in-
telligence. Later, the Book of Revelation will show 
us that although the dragon cannot be seen, yet, he 
worked, and works, through agents. 

Dec 14 Revelation 12.4 
The Dragon Sought the Child 

4 His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven 
and threw them… With his tail, the dragon drew 
a third of the stars and threw them to the earth. 
The seven heads, ten horns, and seven diadems put 
down a third of rulers to get into power. Chapters 8 
and 9 showed a third of things destroyed. In chapter 
9, tails were used for harm and destruction. Like a 
cat twitching his tail before an attack, so the dragon 
waited. Daniel 8.5–12 used a picture of stars cast 
down to the ground by the Greeks. The Greeks did 
not literally cast down stars, but the stars represent-
ed rulers, nations, and dignitaries. Authorities! The 
stars could represent: The dragon through an empire, 
casting down rulers and nations. God’s people who 
were martyred. The angels whom Satan persuaded 
to follow him and to fight against the woman and 
against Michael and his angels. The dragon waited 
right before the woman to devour the Child as soon 
as He was born. This is consistent with the Komodo 
Dragon, “They also keep tabs on the condition of 
pregnant goats and horses, in order to be present at 
a natural birth or to goad the mother into a miscar-
riage and then catch the new born as it drops—and 
sometimes the incapacitated mother as well” (Jared 
Diamond, “The Evolution of Dragons,” Discover, 
December, 1992, p. 75). Herod, who worked for 
the Romans, also unknowingly worked for the drag-
on, seeking to devour Christ at His birth or soon 
thereafter (Matt 2). The dragon worked through an 
agent represented by the seven heads and ten horns, 
and Herod was part of that agent. 

Dec 15 Revelation 12.5 
Look at the Child Who Was Born 

5 She bore a male Child who was to rule all na-
tions… The Child was a Son. He was to rule all the 
nations with a rod of iron. Psalm 2.8, 9 prophesied 
of the reign of Christ, that He would rule the earth 
with a rod of iron. Revelation 2.26, 27 showed that 
He has fulfilled that prophecy. The Son ascended 
to God and to His throne. The Son escaped the as-
sassination attempts of Herod and many other at-
tempts during His ministry. Then when it seemed 
that the dragon did devour the Christ, it did not foil 
the plans of God, but played into the hands of God 
perfectly, causing Jesus to ascend into heaven. 
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Dec 16 Revelation 12.6 
The Woman Fled into the Wilderness 

6 Then the woman fled into the wilderness, 
where she has a place prepared by God… This was 
not physical Israel, but spiritual Israel. Even as Israel 
of the flesh spent time in the wilderness, so Israel of 
the spirit spent time in the wilderness of the world. 
There God prepared a place for her. God intents that 
spiritual Israel be in the world and He took care of 
her while she was there. She was fed there for 1,260 
days. This is the same time as the Gentiles treading 
the holy city and the preaching of God’s Two Wit-
nesses (11.2, 3). 

Dec 17 Revelation 12.7–12 
The Dragon Defeated 

12.7, 8 War in Heaven 

7, 8 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and 
his angels fought with the dragon… How could war 
be in heaven? Will heaven be free from war when we 
arrive there? Heaven has been the place of conflict 
before. In heaven, Satan challenged God on Job’s 
faithfulness. In heaven, Satan opposed the high 
priest (Zec 3.1, 2). Jesus saw Satan fall like lightning 
from heaven (Luke 10.18). Heaven is not a place 
where sin and conflict cannot happen, but it is a 
place where the people there do not want to sin. 
Michael and his angels fought the dragon and his 
angels. Michael is the lead angel. Daniel 10.13 calls 
him one of the chief princes. Daniel 10.21 calls Mi-
chael Daniel’s prince. Daniel 12.1 says Michael is 
“…the great prince who stands watch over the sons 
of your people.” Jude 9 says Michael contended with 
Satan about the body of Moses. The dragon and his 
army did not prevail. Someone less than God de-
feated the dragon, because that someone operated 
in harmony with God’s will. Because of his rebel-
lion, the dragon could not be in heaven any longer. 

Dec 18 Revelation 12.9 
Where Then Is the Dragon? 

9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent 
of old, called the Devil and Satan… Since no place 
was found for the dragon and his angels any longer, 
they were cast out of heaven. Who is this dragon 
anyway? He is the serpent of old. The serpent we 
met in Genesis 3 was an agent of the dragon. He 
can be a serpent or he can be a dragon; or he can be 
a lion (1Pe 5.8); or he can be an angel of light; or 
he can be an apostle of Christ (2Co 11.13–15). He 
is the devil. He is the deceiver. He is the one who 
rarely presents evil as evil, but makes it seem agree-
able with God. He is Satan. He is the chief adversary 
of the people of God. He opposes everything for 
which we stand. He deceives the whole world, and 
the world knows it not. 

We know that we are of God, 
 and the whole world lies under the sway 

of the wicked one. 
(1Jo 5.19) 

At the time of John’s writing, the dragon de-
ceived the then world empire into opposing the 
people of God. If the dragon and his angels were 
cast out of heaven, where did they go? Were they 
sent into hell? No, not yet. They were cast to the 
earth. Where we live! However, the Book of Revela-
tion was written to give us assurance, that although 
there is a ferocious dragon living with us, we, like 
Michael the archangel, can defeat the dragon. That 
is what verses 10 and 11 are about. 
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Dec 19 Revelation 12.7–12 
The Dragon Defeated 

The dragon sought to destroy Christ, but Jesus 
ended up ruling the world. If you do not belong to 
Christ, then He rules you with a rod of iron. You 
may not recognize His rule, but He causes the sun 
and the rain to come, and He controls the affairs 
of the nations. He controls what is around you and 
your life. If you belong to Christ, then He rules you 
with the hand of compassion. You know that He is 
the Lord of heaven and earth. Therefore, you obey 
whatever He says to do. God bless you. Grace to 
you. Whose side will you be on: the woman or the 
dragon? 

Dec 20 Revelation 12 
The Great Adversary (Part 2) 

Who hates us with unbridled passion? 

John saw a magnificent woman in heaven. She 
wore the sun, under her feet was the moon, and she 
wore a garland of 12 stars! She was with child, and 
then the time for birth arrived. Someone else ap-
peared. A great, fiery red dragon with seven heads, 
seven diadems, and ten horns, twitching his tail like 
a cat ready to attack, so he waited for the birth of the 
child. Yet, the child, who was the Son of God, was 
caught up into heaven. The woman fled the fierce 
dragon, going into the wilderness where God fed 
her for 1,260 days. Then there was a war in heaven. 
Michael the archangel and his angels fought the 

dragon and his angels. The 
dragon, who is the serpent 
of old, the devil, the great 
adversary known as Satan, 
was cast out of heaven and 
he was thrown to the earth. 
His angels were also cast 
down to the earth. Let us see 
what happened next. 

Dec 21 Revelation 12.7–12 
The Dragon Defeated 

12.10, 11 Satan Defeated on Earth 

10, 11 Then I heard a loud voice saying in heav-
en, “Now salvation, and strength, and…” Yes, the 
great, fiery red dragon that is large enough to throw 
down a third of the stars is here on the earth with 
us, nevertheless, do not despair, because we can de-
feat him, although we must be willing to pay what 
Jesus paid. Yes, the seven-headed dragon is here, but 
a loud voice in heaven announced good news. There 
is salvation, strength, a kingdom, and power. These 
things are ours! Be strong, brethren! Yes, the dragon 
will fight us fiercely, but heaven does not seem to be 
worried, nor should we be. Why should we not fear 
and worry? Listen to heaven’s declaration. 

First, salvation has come. If God can save us 
from our sins, He can save us from the devouring 
jaws of the dragon. 

Second, strength has come. True, we are not 
strong enough to fight the dragon alone, but with 
strength from God we are well able to overcome. If 
we prayed for strength in the spirit more than pray-
ing for strength in the body, we would be more cou-
rageous in fighting the evils of the world. Pray, “that 
He would grant you, according to the riches of His 
glory, to be strengthened with might through His 
Spirit in the inner man” (Eph 3.16). 
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Dec 22 Revelation 12.7–12 
The Dragon Defeated 

12.10, 11 Satan Defeated on Earth 

10, 11 Then I heard a loud voice saying in heav-
en…” Third, the kingdom of our God has come 
(Chapter 1 and 11.15). If salvation and strength 
have come, so has the kingdom. While the whole 
world lies under the sway of the wicked one, there 
is a kingdom over which Satan has no dominion, 
and whose walls the dragon can never breach, the 
kingdom of God. 

Fourth, the power of God’s Christ has come. We 
have the power of Christ. Everything He used to de-
feat the chief adversary of Christians we can use. 

Fifth, the accuser has been cast down. God is 
well aware of what this dragon does. Satan is the ac-
cuser of the brethren, accusing them relentlessly be-
fore God day and night. Remember Job. The dragon 
looks at someone like Job who had the best creden-
tials, and tries viciously to tear down the man. The 
dragon went after Peter, “And the Lord said, ‘Simon, 
Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may 
sift you as wheat’” (Luke 22.31). Remember the 
words of Peter, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your 
adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, 
seeking whom he may devour” (1Pe 5.8). So what 
do we do? Revelation 12.11 shows how the saints in 
the past fought against the great, fiery red dragon 
and won. It is a combination of what God has done 
and of what we need to do. Satan is overcome by 
three things in this text. One, they overcame Satan 
by the blood of the Lamb. Two, they overcame Sa-
tan by the word of their testimony. Three, they over-
came Satan by not loving their lives to the death. 

Dec 23 Revelation 12.7–12 
The Dragon Defeated 

12.12 The Dragon, Heaven, and Earth 

12 “Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who 
dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth…” 
War shall be gone from heaven, because heaven is a 
place of peace and righteousness, neither of which 
are the delights of Satan. He did what he could to 
disrupt heaven, so, being cast out the heavens nat-
urally rejoiced. Since he is down here, woe to the 
inhabitants of the earth and woe to the inhabitants 
of the sea. What he tried to do in heaven, he will 
try to do on earth. Let every saint be ready to slay 
the dragon by the blood of the Lamb, by the word 
of God, and by not loving our lives to the death. 
The dragon has great wrath. He wants to destroy the 
church and her influence. Therefore, he is happy if 
we do not lift a voice against evil, but if we do lift 
a voice against one another. His wrath is especially 
intense, because he knows that he has a short time. 
He knows that earth shall not last forever. He knows 
his end. 

Dec 24 Revelation 12.13–17 
The Dragon Made War Again 

12.13 The Dragon Persecuted the 
Woman 

13 Now when the dragon saw that he had been 
cast to the earth… The dragon failed at his war in 
heaven. The dragon failed at his attempt to devour 
the Christ. Therefore, the dragon attacked the wom-
an. However, he failed again! 

12.14 The Woman Escaped 

14 But the woman was given two wings of a 
great eagle… With two wings of a great eagle she 
flew into the wilderness, like Israel of old when God 
said, “You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, 
and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought 
you to Myself ” (Exo 19.4). 

“He found him in a desert land 
And in the wasteland, a howling wilderness; 
He encircled him, He instructed him, 
He kept him as the apple of His eye. 
As an eagle stirs up its nest, 
Hovers over its young, 
Spreading out its wings, taking them up, 
Carrying them on its wings, 
So the LORD alone led him, 
And there was no foreign god with him.” 
(Deu 32.10–12) 

Therefore, the woman in Revelation 12 flew to 
her place in the wilderness. This is the rest of the 
story from verse 6. 
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Dec 25 Revelation 12.13–17 
The Dragon Made War Again 

12.14 The Woman Escaped 

14 But the woman was given two wings of a 
great eagle, that she might… The wandering of Is-
rael in the wilderness of Sinai was a type or shadow 
of the wandering of the church. There in the wilder-
ness of the world God nourished her for a time and 
times and half a time. This is 3 1⁄2 years, which is 42 
months, which is 1,260 days! Spiritual Israel, which 
is the church on this side of the cross, was in the 
wilderness for 42 months. Interestingly, Israel of the 
flesh had 42 places that they camped in the wilder-
ness. During this time, the woman was away from 
the presence of the serpent. The serpent could still 
go after her in some way, but what he was able to do 
was limited, hence, she was away from the presence 
of the serpent. Even now, Satan does not have free 
and unlimited access to members of the church. 

Dec 26 Revelation 12.13–17 
The Dragon Made War Again 

12.15 The Serpent Did Not Give Up 

15 So the serpent spewed water out of his mouth 
like a flood after the woman… With overwhelm-
ing destruction like a flood, the serpent went after 
her. The serpent hates the woman! The serpent hates 
you! Nevertheless, we are God’s people. We belong 
to the Lamb. We overcome the flood-spewing ser-
pent by the blood of the Lamb, by the word of God, 
and by not loving our lives to the death. As it is 
written further, 

For this cause everyone who is godly shall 
pray to You 

In a time when You may be found; 
Surely in a flood of great waters 
They shall not come near him. 
(Psa 32.6) 

So shall they fear 
The name of the LORD from the 

west, 
And His glory from the rising of the 

sun; 
When the enemy comes in like a 

flood, 
The Spirit of the LORD will lift up 

a standard against him. 
(Isa 59.19) 

Dec 27 Revelation 12.13–17 
The Dragon Made War Again 

12.15 The Serpent Did Not Give Up 

15 So the serpent spewed water out of his mouth 
like a flood after the woman… From where did the 
flood come? It came from the dragon’s mouth. It is 
the flood of falsehood, lies, false accusations, false 
philosophies, delusions, and evil reports of brethren. 
Psalm 144 uses flood imagery to picture falsehood, 

Stretch out Your hand from above; 
Rescue me and deliver me out of great wa-

ters, 
From the hand of foreigners, 
Whose mouth speaks lying words, 
And whose right hand is a right hand of 

falsehood. 
(Psa 144.7, 8) 

Revelation 12.13
Dragon’s Flood Is A Dud

The Dragon’s Flood
Dragon ticked when God cast him to earth.
Took it out on the gal who gave birth.
 Then when God gave her wings,
 Satan opened flood-springs,
but earth swallowed them, leaving a firth. 
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Dec 28 Revelation 12.13–17 
The Dragon Made War Again 

12.16 Something Helped the Woman 

16 But the earth helped the woman, and the 
earth opened its mouth and… The earth helped the 
woman, opening its mouth and swallowing the wa-
ter, even as the earth opened and swallowed Korah, 
Dathan, and Abiram. The earth helps God’s people 
in many ways, such as by nature itself, (like the Red 
Sea destroying the Egyptians), or by friendly gov-
ernments (The Books of Ezra and Nehemiah; Rom 
13.1–7), or by the people of the world (They are not 
always opposed to us, Acts 2.47). Let us not forget 
that all of time, all of nature, all of politics, all of 
everything on the earth exists for the benefit of the 
church of Jesus. Isaiah 43 is a promise from God 
that we should hold on to always, especially when 
someone attacks us with falsehoods, 

When you pass through the waters, I will be 
with you; 

And through the rivers, they shall not over-
flow you. 

When you walk through the fire, you shall 
not be burned, 

Nor shall the flame scorch you. 
(Isa 43.2) 

Dec 29 Revelation 12.13–17 
The Dragon Made War Again 

12.17 The Dragon Increased His Wrath 

17 And the dragon was enraged with the wom-
an, and he went to make war with… He was en-
raged that the woman was able to escape his wrath! 
Therefore, he went to make war with the rest of her 
offspring. He could not win against the church as a 
group. Therefore, he went after her scattered follow-
ers. Who are her offspring? (This is how we know 
the woman is now the church.) Her offspring are 
those who keep the commandments of God, and 
who have the testimony of Jesus Christ. Do not 
let the dragon devour you! This is serious business, 
which may require your life. When you were bap-
tized, you died to yourself. Continue to die to your-
self, for you may be called upon to die in the flesh. 
The devil is a relentless and ruthless enemy who will 
not quit attacking us through foe or friend. Remem-
ber Revelation 12.11, 

And they overcame him 
 by the blood of the Lamb and 
 by the word of their testimony, and 
 they did not love their lives to the death. 
(Rev 12.11) 

Be washed in the blood of the Lamb through 
baptism! 

Dec 30 Revelation 13 
The Dragon’s Helpers (Part 1) 

The dragon called up a ferocious 
beast from the sea 

The dragon tried to devour Christ when He was 
born, but failed. The dragon started a war in heaven, 
but lost. The dragon attacked the woman, who is 
God’s people, but did not succeed. Since he is not 
allowed in heaven anymore, and since he cannot get 
to Christ, who is in heaven, he still goes after the 
woman, who is on the earth. She fled and the flood 
he sent after her the earth swallowed, but he does 
not give up. He enlisted new help. This is Revela-
tion 13. We knew a beast was coming, because in 
Revelation 11.7, there was a brief mention of him, 
“When [God’s Two Witnesses] finish their testimo-
ny, the beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit 
will make war against them, overcome them, and 
kill them” (Rev 11.7). Now, we learn more about 
this enemy of God’s people. By the power of Satan, 
the beast wars against the church, overcoming her 
and killing her members. 



The Bible Meditator Page 17 December AD 2009

Dec 31 Revelation 13.1, 2 
A Beast From the Sea 

1, 2 Then [he] stood on the sand of the sea. And 
I saw a beast rising up out of the sea… The sea in 
Scripture pictures the people of the earth. 

You who still the noise of the seas, 
The noise of their waves, 
And the tumult of the peoples. 
(Psa 65.7) 

Woe to the multitude of many people 
Who make a noise like the roar of the seas, 
And to the rushing of nations 
That make a rushing like the rushing of 

mighty waters! 
(Isa 17.12) 

Another passage, which I will use later corre-
sponds to Revelation 13, using the sea to signify 
the population of the earth. The dragon went to the 
sea, the restless masses of the people, to bring up an 
agent to attack the woman. The dragon brought a 
beast out of the sea. This follows Daniel’s vision in 
chapter 7 of his prophecy. ✞
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The Story of the Bible By Steve Lloyd

Chapter 25.19–34
25.19 This is the genealogy of Isaac, Abraham’s 

son. Abraham begot Isaac. 20 Isaac was forty years 
old when he took Rebekah as wife, the daughter of 
Bethuel the Syrian of Padan Aram, the sister of La-
ban the Syrian. 21 Now Isaac pleaded with the Lord 
for his wife, because she was barren; and the Lord 
granted his plea, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 22 
But the children struggled together within her; and 
she said, “If all is well, why am I like this?|” So she 
went to inquire of the Lord. 

25.23 And the Lord said to her.
“Two nations are in your womb,
Two peoples shall be separated from your body;
One people shall be stronger than the other,
And the older shall serve the younger.” 

25.24 So when her days were fulfilled for her to 
give birth, indeed there were twins in her womb. 25 
And the first came out red. He was like a hairy gar-
ment all over; so they called his name Esau. 26 After-
ward his brother came out, and his hand took hold 

of Esau’s heel; so his 
name was called Ja-
cob. Isaac was sixty 
years old when she 
bore them. 

25.27 So the boys 
grew. And Esau was a 
skillful hunter, a man 
of the field; but Jacob 
was a mild man, dwell-
ing in tents. 28 And Isaac loved Esau because he ate 
of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob. 

25.29 Now Jacob cooked a stew; and Esau came in 
from the field, and he was weary. 30 And Esau said to 
Jacob, “Please feed me with that same red stew, for I 
am weary.” Therefore his name was called Edom. 

25.31 But Jacob said, “Sell me your birthright as 
of this day.” 

25.32 And Esau said, “Look, I am about to die; so 
what is this birthright to me?” 

25.33 Then Jacob said, “Swear to me as of this 

day.”
 So he swore 

to him, and sold his 
birthright to Jacob. 34 
And Jacob gave Esau 
bread and stew of len-
tils; then he ate and 
drank, arose, and went 
his way. Thus Esau de-
spised his birthright. 

Chapter 27
27.1 Now it came to pass, when Isaac was old and 

his eyes were so dim that he could not see, that he 
called Esau his older son and said to him, “My son.”

And he answered him, “Here I am.” 
27.2 Then he said, “Behold now, I am old. I do not 

know the day of my death. 3 Now therefore, please 
take your weapons, your quiver and your bow, and go 
out to the field and hunt game for me. 4 And make 
me savory food, such as I love, and bring it to me that 
I may eat, that my soul may bless you before I die.” 

27.5 Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke 

Lesson 9: Jacob and the Promise
Genesis 25–27
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to Esau his son. And Esau went to the field to hunt 
game and to bring it. 6 So Rebekah spoke to Jacob 
her son, saying, “Indeed I heard your father speak 
to Esau your brother, saying, 7 “Bring me game and 
make savory food for me, that I may eat it and bless 
you in the presence of the Lord before my death.’ 
8 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according 
to what I command you. 9 Go now to the flock and 
bring me from there two choice kids of the goats, and 
I will make savory food from them for your father, 
such as he loves. 10 Then you shall take it to your 
father, that he may eat it, and that he may bless you 
before his death.” 

27.11 And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, 
“Look, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and I am a 
smooth–skinned man. 12 Perhaps my father will feel 
me, and I shall seem to be a deceiver to him; and I 
shall bring a curse on myself and not a blessing.” 

27.13 But his mother said to him, “Let your curse 
be on me, my son; only obey my voice, and go, get 
them for me.” 14 And he went and got them and 
brought them to his mother, and his mother made sa-
vory food, such as his father loved. 15 Then Rebekah 
took the choice clothes of her elder son Esau, which 
were with her in the house, and put them on Jacob 
her younger son. 16 And she put the skins of the kids 
of the goats on his hands and on the smooth part of 
his neck. 17 Then she gave the savory food and the 

bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her 
son Jacob. 

27.18 So he went to his father and said, “My fa-
ther.”

And he said, “Here I am. Who are you, my son?” 
27.19 Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your first-

born; I have done just as you told me; please arise, sit 
and eat of my game, that your soul may bless me.” 

27.20 But Isaac said to his son, “How is it that you 
have found it so quickly, my son?”

And he said, “Because the Lord your God brought 
it to me.” 

27.21 Isaac said to Jacob, “Please come near, that I 
may feel you, my son, whether you are really my son 
Esau or not.” 22 So Jacob went near to Isaac his father, 
and he felt him and said, “The voice is Jacob’s voice, 
but the hands are the hands of Esau.” 23 And he did 
not recognize him, because his hands were hairy like 
his brother Esau’s hands; so he blessed him. 

27.24 Then he said, “Are you really my son Esau?”
He said, “I am.” 
27.25 He said, “Bring it near to me, and I will eat 

of my son’s game, so that my soul may bless you.” So 
he brought it near to him, and he ate; and he brought 
him wine, and he drank. 26 Then his father Isaac said 
to him, “Come near now and kiss me, my son.” 27 
And he came near and kissed him; and he smelled the 
smell of his clothing, and blessed him and said.

“Surely, the smell of my son
Is like the smell of a field
Which the Lord has blessed. 
28 Therefore may God give you
Of the dew of heaven,
Of the fatness of the earth,
And plenty of grain and wine. 
29 Let peoples serve you,
And nations bow down to you.
Be master over your brethren,
And let your mother’s sons bow down to you.
Cursed be everyone who curses you,

Isaac Blesses Jacob
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And blessed be those who bless you!” 

27.30 Now it happened, as soon as Isaac had fin-
ished blessing Jacob, and Jacob had scarcely gone out 
from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his 
brother came in from his hunting. 31 He also had 
made savory food, and brought it to his father, and 
said to his father, “Let my father arise and eat of his 
son’s game, that your soul may bless me.” 

27.32 And his father Isaac said to him, “Who are 
you?”

So he said, “I am your son, your firstborn, Esau.” 
27.33 Then Isaac trembled exceedingly, and said, 

“Who? Where is the one who hunted game and 
brought it to me? I ate all of it before you came, and 
I have blessed him—and indeed he shall be blessed.” 

27.34 When Esau heard the words of his father, 
he cried with an exceedingly great and bitter cry, and 
said to his father, “Bless me—me also, O my father!” 

27.35 But he said, “Your brother came with deceit 
and has taken away your blessing.” 

27.36 And Esau said, “Is he not rightly named Ja-
cob? For he has supplanted me these two times. He 
took away my birthright, and now look, he has taken 
away my blessing!” And he said, “Have you not re-
served a blessing for me?” 

27.37 Then Isaac answered and said to Esau, “In-
deed I have made him your master, and all his breth-

ren I have given 
to him as ser-
vants; with grain 
and wine I have 
sustained him. 
What shall I do 
now for you, my 
son?” 

27.38 And Esau said to his father, “Have you only 
one blessing, my father? Bless me—me also, O my 
father!” And Esau lifted up his voice and wept. 

27.39 Then Isaac his father answered and said to 
him.

“Behold, your dwelling shall be of the fatness of 
the earth,

And of the dew of heaven from above. 
40 By your sword you shall live,
And you shall serve your brother;
And it shall come to pass, when you become rest-

less,
That you shall break his yoke from your neck.” 

27.41 So Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing 
with which his father blessed him, and Esau said in 
his heart, “The days of mourning for my father are at 
hand; then I will kill my brother Jacob.” 

27.42 And the words of Esau her older son were 
told to Rebekah. So she sent and called Jacob her 

younger son, and said to him, “Surely your brother 
Esau comforts himself concerning you by intending 
to kill you. 43 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice. 
arise, flee to my brother Laban in Haran. 44 And stay 
with him a few days, until your brother’s fury turns 
away, 45 until your brother’s anger turns away from 
you, and he forgets what you have done to him; then 
I will send and bring you from there. Why should I 
be bereaved also of you both in one day?” 

Questions:
Who was God’s promise to make a great nation 
given to first?
To whom was it given to next?
What was the name of the third person to whom 
the promise was given?
 How did Jacob obtain the promise?
 Is there anything about the story of how Jacob ob-
tained the promise that strikes you as peculiar?
 How is Jacob described in Hebrews 12.16, 17?

1.

2.
3.

4.
5.

6.
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�y soul breaks with 
longing 

�or �our judgment sat 
all times. 

(�salm 119.20)


