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You and God
Focus on what God can do, not on what you cannot do

By Don Ruhl 

The basis for this article was a chart that I found 
at a church in Texas. No name was on the chart. Also, 
I have also added my own material. 

We put the emphasis upon what we can or can-
not do, but the Bible puts the emphasis upon what 
God can do. Our part is to believe Him and to do 
what He says. Listen to the some passages showing 
what our God can do. 

Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, 
saying, “After I have grown old, shall I have 
pleasure, my lord being old also?” And the 
LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah 
laugh, saying, ‘Shall I surely bear a child, 
since I am old?’ Is anything too hard for the 
LORD? At the appointed time I will return 
to you, according to the time of life, and 
Sarah shall have a son” (Ge. 18:12–14). 

But He said, “The things which are 

impossible with men are possible with God” 
(Lk. 18:27). 

Second Corinthians 1 has something I want you 
to see: In Jesus Is the Yes. God is for us, not against 
us. He is not all about no, but yes, 

“But as God is faithful, our word to you 
was not Yes and No. For the Son of God, 
Jesus Christ, who was preached among you 
by us—by me, Silvanus, and Timothy—was 
not Yes and No, but in Him was Yes. For all 
the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in 
Him Amen, to the glory of God through 
us” (2Co. 1:18–20). 

We have the tendency to say no; it cannot be 
done. God contradicts us and says yes; it can be 
done. Listen to what you say and contrast it with 
what God says. 

Tired, But Rest 
You say: “I’m too tired.” Like David’s men who 

were so weary they could not continue in battle 
(1Sa. 30:10). 

God says: “I will give you rest and renew your 
strength.” 

Even the youths shall faint and be weary, 
And the young men shall utterly fall, 
But those who wait on the LORD 
Shall renew their strength; 
They shall mount up with wings like 

eagles, 
They shall run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not faint. 
(Is. 40:30, 31).

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take 
My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for 
I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy 
and My burden is light” (Mt. 11:28–30). 
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Unloved, But Loved 
You say: “No one loves me.” Like the psalmist 

who lamented, “No one cares for my soul” (Ps. 
142:4). 

God says: “I love you.” 

“For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life” (Jn. 3:16). 

I have been crucified with Christ; it is 
no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I 
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave Himself for me.  (Gal 2:20). 

Weak, But Strong 
You say: “I can’t go on.” Like the people in 

the parable of the great supper who found reasons 
not to go to the great supper of their friend (Lk. 
14:15–24). 

God says: “My grace is sufficient for you.” 

He shall call upon Me, and I will answer 
him; 

I will be with him in trouble; 
I will deliver him and honor him. 
(Ps. 91:15) 

And He said to me, “My grace is suf-
ficient for you, for My strength is made 
perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly 
I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me (2Co. 
12:9). 

Directionless, But Directed 

You say: “I can’t figure things out.” Like the 
Ethiopian Eunuch who did not understand Isaiah’s 
prophecy (Ac. 8:26–39). 

God says: “I will direct your steps.” 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 
And lean not on your own understand-

ing; 
In all your ways acknowledge Him, 
And He shall direct your paths. 
(Pr. 3:5, 6) 

Commit your works to the LORD, 
And your thoughts will be established. 
(Pr. 16:3) 

Uncoordinated, But Coordinated 
You say: “I can’t do it.” Like the ten spies who 

said they could not conquer the Land of Canaan 
(Nu. 13:31). 

God says: “You can do all things.” 

“If the LORD delights in us, then He 
will bring us into this land and give it to us, 
‘a land which flows with milk and honey’” 
(Nu. 14:8).

I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.  (Ph. 4:13)

Unable, But Able 
You say: “I’m not able.” Like the paralyzed man 

in John 5 who was not able to get into the pool by 
himself. 

God says: “I am able.” 

“Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, You have 
made the heavens and the earth by Your 

great power and outstretched arm. There is 
nothing too hard for You” (Je. 32:17). 

And God is able to make all grace abound 
toward you, that you, always having all suf-
ficiency in all things, may have an abundance 
for every good work (2Co. 9:8). 

Rewardless, But Rewarded 
You say: “It’s not worth it.” Like Esau who 

thought his birthright was not worth it (He. 
12:16). 

God says: “It will be worth it.” 

“Then the King will say to those on 
His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world’” 
(Mt. 25:34). 

For I consider that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be revealed in us 
(Ro. 8:18). 

Unforgiven, But Forgiven 
You say: “I can’t forgive myself.” Like David 

whose sin was always before him (Ps. 51:3). 
God says: “I forgive you.” 

There is therefore now no condemnation 
to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not 
walk according to the flesh, but according 
to the Spirit (Ro. 8:1). 

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness (1Jn. 1:9). 
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Unimaginable, But Imaginable 
You say: “I can’t imagine...” Like the officer of 

King Jehoram of Israel who could not imagine that 
Samaria could be under siege one day and prosper-
ous the next (2Ki. 7:1, 2). 

God says: “I will supply all your needs.” 

Now to Him who is able to do exceed-
ingly abundantly above all that we ask or 
think, according to the power that works 
in us (Ep. 3:20). 

And my God shall supply all your need 
according to His riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus (Ph. 4:19). 

Fearful, But Fearless 
You say: “I’m afraid.” Like Peter walking on 

water, then seeing the great wind and feared and 
sank (Mt. 14:30). 

God says: “I have not given you a spirit of 
fear.” 

For God has not given us a spirit of fear, 
but of power and of love and of a sound 
mind (2Ti. 1:7). 

There is no fear in love; but perfect love 
casts out fear, because fear involves torment. 
But he who fears has not been made perfect 
in love (1Jn. 4:18). 

Worried, But Carefree 
You say: “I’m always worried and frustrated.” 

Like Martha who was worried and troubled about 
many things (Lk. 10:41). 

God says: “Cast all your cares on Me.” 

“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What 
shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or 
‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these 
things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly 
Father knows that you need all these things” 
(Mt. 6:31, 32). 

…cast all your care upon Him, for He 
cares for you (1Pe. 5:7). 

Faithless, But Faithful 
You say: “I don’t have enough faith.” Like the 

disciples who requested of the Lord to increase their 
faith (Lk. 17:5). 

God says: “I have given everyone a measure of 
a faith.” 

So then faith comes by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God (Ro. 10:17). 

For I say, through the grace given to 
me, to everyone who is among you, not to 
think of himself more highly than he ought 
to think, but to think soberly, as God has 
dealt to each one a measure of faith (Ro. 
12:3). 

Foolish, But Wise 
You say: “I’m not wise enough.” Like Solomon 

who lacked knowledge, wisdom, judgment, discern-
ment, and ability (1Ki. 3:9). 

God says: “I give you wisdom.” 

“Behold, I have done according to your 
words; see, I have given you a wise and 
understanding heart, so that there has not 

been anyone like you before you, nor shall 
any like you arise after you” (1Ki. 3:12). 

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him 
ask of God, who gives to all liberally and 
without reproach, and it will be given to 
him (Ja. 1:5). 

Alone, But Comforted 
You say: “I feel all alone.” Like Paul when no 

one would stand with him and defend him (2Ti. 
4:16). 

God says: “I will never leave you nor forsake 
you.” 

...I am with you always, even to the end 
of the age.” Amen (Mt. 28:20). 

Let your conduct be without covetous-
ness; be content with such things as you have. 
For He Himself has said, “I will never leave 
you nor forsake you” (He. 13:5). 

God is there just for you. Be there just for Him 
and He shall take care of you. Be there for Him by 
being a Christian. I conclude with this, 

Now may the God of peace who brought 
up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of 
the everlasting covenant, make you complete 
in every good work to do His will, working 
in you what is well pleasing in His sight, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 
forever and ever. Amen (He. 13:20, 21). 

✞
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Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

�editating on 
the �ook of �ob

Job by Gustav Doré

Feb 1 Job 9.32–35 

It Is Not Possible to Speak 
with God 

32–35 “For He is not a man, as I am, That I 
may answer Him, And that we should go to court 
together… Here Job prepared himself to speak to 

God. Do you think he wanted to have a conversation 
with God? In what arena did Job want to be able 
to speak with God? What did he wish was between 
himself and God? 

Feb 2 Job 10.1–7 

God, Do Not Condemn Me 

1–7 “My soul loathes my life; I will give free course 
to my complaint, I will speak in the bitterness of my 
soul… He prepared both his friends and God for 
what he was about to say. What did Job think of his 
life? Would he restrain himself in what he was about 
to say? What was the root of his speaking? What was 
his request of God? (v. 2). He wanted to know if it 
was good for God to oppress Job. Here Job seemed 
to be calling into question whether God was doing 
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the right thing. He said that he was the work of God’s 
hand, so why despise that work. Upon whom did Job 
think God was smiling? In verses 4–7, Job thought 
that God was acting like a what? According to verse 
6, what did Job say 
men do? He ended 
this part with reiter-
ating his innocence, 
but that no one 
could deliver him 
from God. There-
fore, whether Job 
was right or wrong, 
there was no escaping the wrath of God. 

Feb 3 Job 10.8–12 

God, You Have Made Me 
8–12 “‘Your hands have made me and fashioned 

me, An intricate unity; Yet You would destroy me… 
What are all the good things that God did for Job? 
What was Job saying with all this? He wanted God 
to remember what he was. Job was just clay, but he 
believed that God was turning him into dust again. 
The underlying question seems to be, “Why? Why 
are you doing this, God?” 

Feb 4 Job 10.13–17 

God, You Will Not Acquit 
Me 

13–17 “‘And these things You have hidden in Your 
heart; I know that this was with You… In spite of 
Job’s creation and in spite of all the good things that 
God had done for Job, it seemed that God had hid-

den these things from Himself. Then if Job sinned, 
it was all over for him. Yet, if he was righteous, he 
could not lift up his head. If his head was exalted, 
what did Job say God would do? 

Feb 5 Job 
10.18–22 

God, Why Did 
You Allow Me 

to Be Born? 

18–22 “‘Why then have You brought me out of the 
womb? Oh, that I had perished and no eye had seen 
me… What was Job confused about in verse 18? He 
would have been content to be no one. What did he 
tell God to do in verse 20? He wanted God to leave 
him alone before what happened? Job wanted to have 
some peace before his life ended in a short time. 

The First Cycle of 
Speeches 

Zophar’s 1st Speech

Job 11 

Feb 6 Job 11.1 

Shall Zophar Add 
Anything New? 

1 Then Zophar the Naamathite answered and 
said… What can he say that has not already been 
said? Why do we speak when another has already 
spoken? Do we think that we shall say it in a way 
that has not already been said? 

Feb 7 Job 
11.2, 3 

Job 
Needs 
to Be 

Open my eyes, that I may see

Wondrous things from Your law.

Psalm 119.18
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Answered 
2, 3 “Should not the multitude of words be 

answered? And should a man full of talk be vindi-
cated?… What was Zophar’s opinion of Job’s response 
to Eliphaz? Zophar thought that Job was just full of 
words. Error, Zophar believed, has to be countered 
with truth. Why did Zophar think that he had to 
answer Job? Such a man, in Zophar’s view, cannot 
go unanswered lest he seem to be vindicated because 
no one has answered him. 

Feb 8 Job 11.4 

What Infuriated Zophar 
4 “For you have said, ‘My doctrine is pure, And I 

am clean in your eyes.’” Zophar was referring to what 
Job said, as recorded in 6.29; 7.20; 10.7. What do 
you think of Job’s opinion? Was Zophar misunder-
standing Job? Had Job ever sinned? Yes, and he will 
acknowledge it later. However, he did not believe 
that he had so sinned to bring on the multitude of 
calamities that he experienced. 

Feb 9 Job 11.5, 6 

If God Spoke… 
5, 6 “But oh, that God would speak, And open 

His lips against you… Listen to Zophar assume that 
God will stand with him. Do we make that same 
mistake? We need to be so careful how we talk to 
people. Zophar had what he believed was every right 
to claim that he was righteous before God and that 
God was on his side. We often reason and believe 
the same things. Yet, is it possible that we could be 
wrong as Zophar was? When you are in a disagree-

ment with someone, be very careful lest God rebuke 
you. The way that Zophar approached his friend and 
defended God shows that we need humility. Zophar 
was so convinced that he was right, but we will hear 
what God said when he spoke to Zophar. Did Zophar 
think that Job was being punished to the full extent? 
No, he believed that Job was suffering less than his 
iniquities deserved. Is there some truth to that? If we 
sin once, are we not worthy of hell? Is hell worse than 
the suffering of Job? Again, Zophar, like his friends 
has spoken some truth, but misapplied it to Job. His 
friends acted as though they were God. Just because 
we know the truth or even some truth, we are not 
justified by poor handling of it. Let us be careful with 
our attitudes and with the truth. 

Feb 10 Job 11.7–9 

The Deep Things of God 
7–9 “Can you search out the deep things of God? 

Can you find out the limits of the Almighty?… How 
does this relate to what Zophar just said? Zophar 
made reference to God knowing secrets of wisdom. 
Therefore, if God spoke, since His knowledge is so 
vast, He can show Job the secrets of wisdom. How-
ever, it is these very truths that Zophar violated. He 
acted as though he had searched out the deep things 
of God. Yet, he was no further in his wisdom than 
Job. Here again was a man so convinced that he was 
right, but he was wrong, even when he had the good 
intentions of speaking for God. 

Feb 11 Job 11.10–12 

An Empty-Headed Man 
10–12 “If He passes by, imprisons, and gathers to 

judgment, Then who can hinder Him? For He knows 
deceitful men… If God imprisoned, did Zophar think 
anyone could keep God from doing it? Why would 
God, according to verse 11, imprison anyone? God 
sees that people are wicked and deals with them ac-
cordingly. The implication is that is what happened 
to Job. What did Zophar think of Job’s intelligence? 
Zophar thought that Job’s empty-headedness would 
lead to wisdom the same day that a wild donkey’s colt 
was born a man. In other words, Job in his present 
way of thinking was not going to be wise. 

Feb 12 Job 11.13–19 

If You Put Away Your Sin 
13–19 “If you would prepare your heart, And 

stretch out your hands toward Him; If iniquity were 
in your hand, and you put it far away… Verses 15–19 
show the blessings, Zophar said, of doing what? Those 
blessings would happen if Job prepared his heart, 
stretched out his hands to God, put his iniquity 
far away, and not let wickedness dwell in his home. 
Had not Job been that kind of man? Yes, he had and 
Zophar should have known it. Here is yet another 
mistake that Zophar and his friends made. They 
assumed that they knew the truth about Job. They 
assumed that they knew the truth about God, God’s 
operation in the world, the reason for Job’s suffering, 
and now Job’s manner of living. I am compelled to 
say again that we need to be very careful what we say 
about people and what we say to people. 

Feb 13 Job 11.20 

The Hope of the Wicked 
20 “But the eyes of the wicked will fail, And 
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they shall not escape, And their hope—loss of life!” 
In contrast to experiencing blessings for repenting, 
Zophar explained the hope of the wicked. What was 
the hope of the wicked? What did Job appear to be 
experiencing? The blessing of those who repent or 
the hope of the wicked? 

The First Cycle of 
Speeches 

Job’s 3rd Speech 

Job 12–14 

Feb 14 Job 12.1 

How Could Job Be Silent? 
1 Then Job answered and said. Could you, after 

hearing a friend say that your talk was empty (11.3), 
that God would rebuke you if He spoke (11.5), that 
you are not wiser than God, as though you had as-
sumed you were (11.7), that you were empty-headed 
(11.12), that you need to repent without specifying 
what your sin is (11.14), be silent? Would you not 
have to speak? The debate was getting more personal 
and so all the men had to speak. 

Feb 15 Job 12.2, 3 

Job Was Equal to His 
Friends 

2, 3 “No doubt you are the people, And wisdom 
will die with you! But I have understanding as well 
as you… What do you think of Job’s sarcasm in verse 

2? Did his friends speak as though they were the 
only ones with wisdom? Or did they simply speak 
in such a way that they had wisdom and Job needed 
to listen to them? Why did Job answer as he did in 
verse 3? Look at the last line. He indicated that they 
were saying things that he already knew. However, 
they were treating him as though he did not. He saw 
them looking down their noses at him and he was 
offended. 

Feb 16 Job 12.4–6 

Job’s Friends Were 
Ridiculing Him 

4–6 “I am one mocked by his friends, Who called 
on God, and He answered him, The just and blameless 
who is ridiculed… How did Job describe himself in 
verse 4? His friends were mocking him. Yet, he had 
called on God and God answered him. What did Job 
imply with that? Was he not saying that God approved 
of him? Yet, his friends were mocking him, whom God 
had approved. Because God had answered him, he 
was just and blameless, but they were ridiculing such 
a man. What did those things say about them? What 
was Job’s point in verses 5 and 6? (Compare other 
translations.) His friends were comfortable, therefore, 
it was easy for them to speak as they were. 

Feb 17 Job 12.7–12 

Ask the Animals 
7–12 “But now ask the beasts, and they will teach 

you; And the birds of the air, and they will tell you; 
Or speak to the earth, and it will teach you… If Job’s 
friends were to ask Creation to teach them, what 

would Creation teach? It would teach that the hand 
of the Lord had done these things. They would teach 
that everything is in the hands of God. Therefore, it 
was not Job’s sin that brought on his suffering, but 
this was God’s doing, according to Job. Did Job not 
imply in verse 12 that his friends should understand 
these things? Remember they were the embodi-
ment of wisdom and wisdom would die with them. 
Therefore, assuming their opinion of themselves for 
a moment, he used their opinion to get them to ac-
cept his position. 

Feb 18 Job 12.13–25 

Man Cannot Undo God’s 
Work 

13–25 “With Him are wisdom and strength, He 
has counsel and understanding. If He breaks a thing 
down, it cannot be rebuilt… God has all wisdom. 
Therefore, what He does, man cannot undo. This 
would include Job’s suffering. Job implied that there 
was nothing he could do to turn around his suffering. 
Confessing sin, even if he had it, would not change 
things, because when God causes something to hap-
pen, not even the great among men can change it. By 
this Job was telling his friends to back off. 

Feb 19 Job 13.1, 2 

Job Is Equal with His 
Friends 

1, 2 “Behold, my eye has seen all this, My ear 
has heard and understood it… He could argue their 
point. He had observed the same things, heard the 
same things, and understood the same things. They 
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were equal in knowledge. Therefore, he was not in-
ferior to them. Did they think that he was inferior 
to them or was he interpreting their arguing against 
him as their thinking they were superior? Sometimes 
we can interpret someone’s rebuke as arrogance when 
it is not. 

Feb 20 Job 13.3 

Job Wants to Talk with 
God 

3 “But I would speak to the Almighty, And I desire 
to reason with God.” Is this not the desire of every 
man and woman? There are some questions we would 
like to ask. There are some things that we would like 
to know. However, it seems that Job for a moment 
is smug toward his friends. 

Feb 21 Job 13.4, 5 

Silence = Wisdom 
4, 5 “But you forgers of lies, You are all worthless 

physicians. Oh, that you would be silent… Zophar 
can sting with his words; so can Job. What is a physi-
cian supposed to do? He helps people by identifying 
a problem. Did Eliphaz and Zophar wish to help 
Job? Yes, they did. Had they identified the problem? 
They thought that they had. However, they had not 
specified it enough so that Job could know what to 
do. Therefore, they were worthless physicians who 
were forming lies. 

Feb 22 Job 13.6–12 

Can Job’s Friends Speak 

for God? 
6–12 “Now hear my reasoning, And heed the 

pleadings of my lips. Will you speak wickedly for 
God… According to verse 6, what was the approach 
that Job would use? Was Job right in his assessment 
of his friends in verses 7–11? From what we have seen 
thus far, we have to agree with Job. From what we 
hear from God later, there is no doubt that Job was 
right. Therefore, what did he conclude about their 
sayings and their defenses? His friends were attempt-
ing to speak for God, but they fell short of the truth 
that God would speak. 

Feb 23 Job 13.13 

Someone Tried to 
Interrupt 

13 “Hold your peace with me, and let me speak, 
Then let come on me what may!” What do you think 
just happened? It sounds as though one of them started 
to interrupt Job. As we know, this is a natural part of 
a disagreement. However, what did he say that seemed 
to disarm his friend that his friend was willing to let 
Job continue to speak? Job asked him to be silent, 
but he also indicated that he was ready for whatever 
would come upon him when his friend did speak. 

Feb 24 Job 13.14–19 

Job Shall Maintain His 
Ways 

14–19 “Why do I take my flesh in my teeth, And 
put my life in my hands? Though He slay me, yet will 
I trust Him… Job believed that he had to speak. Ac-

cording to verses 14, 15, and 19, what did he think 
would happen if he quit speaking? He believed that 
he was taking his own life in his hands (that is where 
we get that expression), that he was responsible for 
his own survival. Therefore, he was compelled to 
speak. He was looking to say whatever was neces-
sary for that survival. In verse 15, who did Job think 
was the one who was slaying him? He believed it 
was God, nevertheless, what would Job do? He still 
wanted to trust in God. This is fascinating because 
Job believed that God had control over his life, but 
Job also believed that he did. He believed this in the 
sense that if he did not defend himself, then he would 
lose his case and be condemned. Therefore, in verse 
19, Job wanted to know who would contend with 
him. Since he had to speak to save his own life, who 
would contend with that? So, he said again that he 
had to speak. In verses 16–18, Job, believing that God 
was slaying him, also believed that God was his only 
hope. The idea is that if God was the One persecuting 
him, then God was also the One who could stop it. 
But that would not happen until Job prepared and 
presented his case before God. 

Feb 25 Job 13.20–22 

Job’s Request to God 
20–22 “Only two things do not do to me, Then I 

will not hide myself from You. Withdraw Your hand 
far from me… What two things did Job not want 
God to do? He did not want God to withdraw His 
hand from Job. He did not want dread of God to 
make him afraid. If God fulfilled Job’s requests, what 
would happen? Either God could call him and he 
would answer or Job could call God and He would 
answer Job. What do you think of Job’s requests to 
God? Can we make requests to God? We can make 
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requests, this is what prayer is about, yet, we have 
to be careful that we do not put conditions on our 
requests. We have to remember who is the Creator 
and who is the creature. 

Feb 26 Job 13.23–27 

Job’s Questions 
23–27 “How many are my iniquities and sins? 

Make me know my transgression and my sin… What 
did Job want to know? He wanted God to reveal 
his sins. While Job believed he was righteous, he 
also wondered what he had done to bring on such 
suffering. Listen to Job’s veiled challenge to God in 
verse 24. It follows what Job said in verse 23. He 
wanted God to come out of hiding and show him 
his sins. Hiding showed that God was treating Job 
like an enemy rather than a friend who talks with 
friend. Job was going beyond a mere request here, 
but was challenging God. To what metaphor did Job 
compare himself? He saw himself as just a driven 
leaf in comparison to God. Job was like dry stubble. 
What did God have to gain by chasing a leaf or dry 
stubble? Again, he was challenging God. Did Job 
believe that his past behavior might be responsible 
for God’s condemnation? From what time period of 
his life did he believe God was punishing him? That 
is a common way of thinking. Does it ever happen 
that we suffer for the sins of our youth? 

Feb 27 Job 13.28–14.12 

Man Is Short-Lived 
13.28–14.12 “Man decays like a rotten thing, 

Like a garment that is moth-eaten. Man who is born 
of woman Is of few days and full of trouble… What 

is the life of man like? (13.28–14.2) He rots and Job 
literally saw himself rotting. He was like a garment 
that a moth eats. Everything about him was though 
moths had attacked him. His days were short and they 
were filled with trouble. Even if we do not have the 
trouble of Job, are not our days filled with trouble? 
Job was like a flower, beautiful for a while, and then 
it fades. His life lasted about as long as a shadow. The 
glories of Job’s former life were but a dim memory. 
Therefore, Job had two questions for God (vv. 3, 4). 
Why did God judge such a person whose life was as 
rottenness? How could Job be made clean again? In 
verses 5 and 6, Job knew that God knew the limit of 
Job’s days. Job was not going to live any longer than 
what God had appointed. Therefore, he wanted God 
to look away that Job could have some rest. He just 
wanted to finish the task for which he had been hired. 
When we suffer, can we do the works for which God 
has placed us on the earth? If we cut down a tree, is 
that the last we see of it? (vv. 7–9) When we cut down 
most trees, the trunk and root system may still send 
out shoots. Did Job think that man had the same hope 
as a tree? (vv. 10–12) Job did not believe that a man 
could rise to walk on the earth again. Was he correct? 
Yes, he was, because in the great resurrection, we are 
raised to walk in heaven, not upon the earth. 

Feb 28 Job 14.13–17 

Job’s Hope for a 
Resurrection 

13–17 “Oh, that You would hide me in the grave, 
That You would conceal me until Your wrath is past, 
That You would appoint me a set time, and remember 
me… Did Job start to change? He expresses hope. He 
still wanted to die, hoping to be hidden from God’s 

wrath until He was done. Then Job knew that there 
was a time when a change would happen. He put all 
his hope into that time. He begged that God would 
look away from his sin, probably referring to the sins 
of his youth. What led Job to believe that there might 
be something like a resurrection? Had God revealed 
it to Job or previous generations? I believe that Job 
understood that God created a unique creature like 
man for a reason. Living a short life on the earth and 
having that life filled with troubles just did not seem 
like enough to Job. While he may have referred to the 
life of man as a driven leaf, yet, there is something 
about man, his uniqueness from the rest of material 
creation, that shows his purpose must last for longer 
than our typical lifetimes. Job may not have known 
Ecclesiastes 3.11, but Ecclesiastes 3.11 only revealed 
what we all want and perhaps know, “He has made 
everything beautiful in its time. Also He has put 
eternity in their hearts, except that no one can find 
out the work that God does from beginning to end” 
(Ecc 3.11). 

Feb 29 Job 14.18–22 

Job Thought that God 
Destroyed Man’s Hope 
18–22 “But as a mountain falls and crumbles 

away, And as a rock is moved from its place; As water 
wears away stones, And as torrents wash away the 
soil of the earth; So You destroy the hope of man… 
Why did Job say these things after just expressing his 
hope of the resurrection? He believed that there was 
something like a resurrection, but he also believed 
that God was destroying hope of that resurrection. 
Job was confused as we often are, believing that our 
life situation is not in harmony with God’s plan. ✞
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By Don Ruhl 

Evolutionists claim that we have vestigial organs. What are vestigial organs? A pro-evo-
lutionist web site, (http://www.talkorigins.org/faqs/comdesc/section2.html#vestiges), 
says this about vestigial organs: 

Some of the most renowned evidence for evolution are the various 
nonfunctional or rudimentary vestigial characters, both anatomical and 
molecular, that are found throughout biology. A vestige is defined, 
independently of evolutionary theory, as a reduced and rudimentary 
structure compared to the same complex structure in other organisms. 
Vestigial characters, if functional, perform relatively simple, minor, 
or inessential functions using structures that were clearly designed 
for other complex purposes. Though many vestigial organs have 
no function, complete non-functionality is not a requirement 
for vestigiality...For example, wings are very complex anatomical 
structures specifically adapted for powered flight, yet ostriches have 
flightless wings. The vestigial wings of ostriches may be used for 
relatively simple functions, such as balance during running and 
courtship displays—a situation akin to hammering tacks with a 
computer keyboard. The specific complexity of the ostrich wing 
indicates a function which it does not perform, and it performs 
functions incommensurate with its complexity. Ostrich wings are 
not vestigial because they are useless structures per se, nor are they 
vestigial simply because they have different functions compared to 
wings in other birds. Rather, what defines ostrich wings as vestigial 
is that they are rudimentary wings which are useless as wings. 

Evolutionists have long used supposed vestigial organs as evidence 
that evolution has taken place. They argue that we needed these organs 
in the past, but we have evolved and no longer need them. They say we 
no longer need them because the evolutionist cannot find a purpose or 
function for vestigial organs. Therefore, the organs must be useless and 
simply vestiges of evolution. 

The problem with this is that evolutionists sound all-knowing. If 
they cannot explain it, it had no purpose. However, man does not know 
everything and when he acts as though he does, God humbles him that 
he might know he is only man. This holds true for both evolutionists or 
creationists. 

The List of Vestigial Organs 
The Live Science web site lists what they believe are the top ten Useless Limbs (and Other 

Vestigial Organs): (http://www.livescience.com/animals/top10_vestigial_organs.html)

No. 10 – Wings on flightless birds 

Vestigial 
Organs 
Are Not 
Vestigial!

Scientists think the 
appendix serves a 
purpose after all!
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No. 9 – Hind leg bones on whales 
No. 8 – Erector pili and body hair (erector pili are smooth 

muscle fibers that give us goose bumps) 
No. 7 – The human tailbone 
No. 6 – The blind fish astyanax mexicanus 
No. 5 – Wisdom teeth in humans 
No. 4 – The sexual organs of dandelions 
No. 3 – Fake sex in virgin whiptail lizards (vestigial 

behavior) 
No. 2 – Male breast tissue and nipples 
No. 1 – The human appendix 

Let us see what has happened to what they believe is the 
number one example of a vestigial organ. 

Scientists Now Think They 
Have Discovered a Purpose for 

the Appendix 
October 6, 2007, the Grants Pass Daily Courier ran a front 

page article from the Associated Press, “Appendix might be use-
ful after all.” The subtitle of the article said, “Some scientists 
think it makes and protects good germs.” The article made these 
interesting statements, 

WASHINGTON — Some scientists think they 
have figured out the real job of the troublesome and 
seemingly useless appendix: It produces and protects 
good germs for your gut...For generations the appendix 
has been dismissed as superfluous...The function of the 
appendix seems related to the massive amount of bacteria 
populating the human digestive system, according to 
the study in the Journal of Theoretical Biology. There 
are more bacteria than human cells in the typical body. 
Most of it is good and helps digest food. But some-
times the flora of bacteria in the intestines die or are 
purged. Diseases such as cholera or amoebic dysentery 
would clear the gut of useful bacteria. The appendix’s 
job is to reboot the digestive system in that case. The 
appendix “acts as a good safe house for bacteria,” said 
Duke surgery professor Bill Parker, a study co-author. 
Its location — just below the normal one-way flow of 
food and germs in the large intestine in a sort of gut 
cul-de-sac — helps support the theory, he said. Also, 

the worm-shaped organ outgrowth acts 
like a bacteria factory, cultivating the good 
germs, Parker said. That use is not needed in 
a modern industrialized society, Parker said. 
If a person’s gut flora dies, they can usually 
repopulate it easily with germs they pick up 
from other people, he said. But before dense 
populations in modern times and during 
epidemics of cholera that affected a whole 
region, it wasn’t as easy to grow back that 
bacteria and the appendix came in handy. In 
less developed countries, where the appendix 
may be still useful, the rate of appendicitis 
is lower than in the U.S., other studies have 
shown, Parker said. He said the appendix may 
be another case of an overly hygienic society 
triggering an overreaction by the body’s im-
mune system...Five scientists not connected 
with the research said that the Duke theory 
makes sense and raises interesting questions. 
The idea “seems by far the most likely” expla-
nation for the function of the appendix, said 
Brandeis University biochemistry professor 
Douglas Theobald. “It makes evolutionary 
sense.” The theory led Gary Huffnagle, a 
University of Michigan internal medicine 
and microbiology professor, to wonder about 
the value of another body part that is often 

yanked: “I’ll bet eventually we’ll find the 
same sort of thing with the tonsils.” 

Notice what the article said. The appendix 
produces and protects good germs. The ap-
pendix restarts the digestive system to produce 
the good bacteria again. The location of the 
appendix supports this theory. What happens if 
you have your appendix removed? Our physical 

The National Fish and
Wildlife Forensics Labora-

tory in Ashland is wrap-
ping up a $10 million

expansion from 23,000
square feet to a 40,000-

square-foot facility that
serves the entire United
States and 172 nations.
Since 1989, the lab has

handled some 14,000
cases. The lab also has
had a long and special

relationship with Wildlife
Images, the wildlife reha-

bilitation facility near
Grants Pass.

SATURDAY EXTRA / Page 12C

50 cents

Grants Pass Weekend
October 6, 2007

Abby . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10B
Business  . . . . . . . . . . . .6-7B
Classified  . . . . . . . . . . .1-10C
Comics  . . . . . . . . . . .INSIDE
Community  . . . . . . . . . .6-8A
Entertainment  . . . . . . . . .11C
Gears . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8-10B
Opinion  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4A
Sports  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1-4B

Call us at 474-3700
e-mail news@thedailycourier.com

Volume XCVIII
No. 17 Issue 29409

3 Sections, 32 Pages

Where to find it

Weather

Cloudy days
It’s possi-
ble we
could see
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showers are likely headed our
way by Tuesday. Page 2A.
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Climate fix
The city’s popular “It’s the Cli-
mate” sign has been taken
down to undergo some main-
tenance.
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Plus,
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you
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A charity car
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ly festival to
benefit the
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County Friends
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coming.
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Cavemen roll
Sixth-
ranked
Grants
Pass
remained
unbeaten
after
scoring
21

straight second-half points to
beat eighth-ranked South
Eugene 31-14.
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Fiber art show
A special
fiber art
work show
by twin sis-
ters Cas-
sandra
Williams
and Cyn-
thia Johnstone will be coming
soon to Rogue River.

MONDAY

By Stacy D. Stumbo
of the Daily Courier

Rayna Hasley may be
worth $1.5 million by Christ-
mas, but her mother thinks
she’s already priceless.

Cave Junction resident
Krystal Hasley gave birth to
Rayna a month ago, when she
was only 27 weeks along.
Today, her baby remains in
the Neonatal Intensive Care
Unit at Medford’s Rogue Val-
ley Medical Center. She has a
hole in her heart and is bleed-
ing from her brain. 

“I get to hold her at feeding
times twice a day,” Hasley
said. “I’ve been told that I’m
dealing with it very well. I
guess I’ve never looked at the
machines she’s hooked up to
as my enemies. They’re my
friends. They’re keeping
Rayna alive.”

Hasley, 22, had just given
birth to her son, now 13-month-
old Dominiq, when she learned
she was pregnant again. Hasley
suffered from pre-eclampsia, a
condition characterized by
hypertension, fluid retention
and protein loss, during her
first pregnancy.

“I had such a scary situa-
tion the first time,” Hasley
said. “I wanted to wait at least
three years before we had
another baby.”

She noticed problems with
Rayna’s pregnancy almost
immediately. There was spot
bleeding, and she felt “spread
out” like she was much further
along than six months.

She saw a doctor twice and
was told not to worry. During
the third visit, she was sched-
uled for an ultrasound. When
she pulled into the driveway of
her doctor’s office, her water
broke.

“I thought, ‘This is unbe-
lievable,’” she recalled.

Hasley was taken to Three
Rivers Community Hospital in
Grants Pass, was given a
steroid shot to help Rayna’s
lungs develop and transported

the RVMC. She delivered by
cesarean section.

“I had five people taking
care of me,” Hasley said.
“Rayna had 10. It almost
looked like a football team.”

After a hasty exam, nurses
told Hasley that Rayna’s con-
dition was not good. The 2-
pound, 6-ounce baby girl’s gen-
eral health, including her
breathing pattern and heart
rate, were poor.

“I got a little scared,”
Hasley said. 

Within moments, her condi-
tion improved.

Rayna has been in the
NICU at the Family Birth Cen-

ter in Medford since she was
born. It remains unclear what
caused Hasley to go into pre-
mature labor.

Today, Rayna weighs 2
pounds, 11 ounces. She spends

most of her time, except for
when she’s being changed and
checked, inside an incubator.
Hasley said she cherishes the
moments at 11 a.m. and 2
p.m., when she can hold her
daughter close, and feel the
infant’s heart beat against her
own.

“We won’t know if she
needs surgery until later,”
Hasley said.

There is only room for 27
premature babies in the NICU.
It is the only facility of its kind
in Oregon outside of Eugene
or Portland. 




Saturday

Wildlife laboratory

KEVIN LAUNIUS/Daily Courier

Krystal Hasley holds her premature baby Rayna at Rogue Valley Medical Center
in Medford. Rayna, who was born at 27 weeks, now weighs 2 pounds, 11
ounces.

Cave Junction’s Rayna Halsey weighed just
2 pounds, 6 ounces when she born 13 weeks
ahead of schedule. For now, mom and baby
are still in Medford, an uncertain future ahead

Individuals interested
in contributing to Rogue
Valley Medical Center’s
Neonatal Intensive Care
Unit can send donations to
the Children’s Miracle Net-
work at 2600 Siskiyou
Blvd., Suite 100, Medford,
OR 97504.

Want to help?

Turn to PRECIOUS, Page 3A

Best  in bluegrass
The Grascals won entertainer
of the year for the second year
in a row at the International
Bluegrass Music Awards.
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Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush defended his administra-
tion’s methods of detaining and
questioning
terrorism
suspects on
F r i d a y ,
saying both
are suc-
cessful and
lawful.

“ W h e n
we find
somebody
who may
have information regarding a
potential attack on America,
you bet we’re going to detain
them, and you bet we’re going
to question them,” he said dur-

ing a hastily called Oval Office
appearance. “The American
people expect us to find out
information, actionable intelli-
gence so we can help protect
them. That’s our job.”

Bush volunteered his
thoughts on a report on two
secret 2005 memos that autho-
rized extreme interrogation tac-
tics against terror suspects.
“This government does not tor-
ture people,” the president said.

Meanwhile, Senate Armed
Services Committee Chairman
Carl Levin, D-Mich., demanded
a copy of a third Justice Depart-
ment memo justifying military
interrogations of terror suspects
held outside the United States.

In a letter to Attorney Gener-
al-nominee Michael Mukasey,
Levin wrote that two years ago
he requested — and was denied
— the March 14, 2003, legal opin-
ion. Levin asked if Mukasey
would agree to release the opin-
ion if the Senate confirms him
as attorney general, and cited
what he described as a history
of the Justice Department
stonewalling Congress.

“Such failures and the repeat-
ed refusal of DoJ to provide
Congress with such documents
has prevented the Congress
from fulfilling its constitutional
responsibilities to conduct over-
sight,” Levin wrote.

The White House said

Mukasey has not been cleared to
read the classified documents
Levin requested.

The two Justice Department
legal opinions from 2005 were
disclosed in Thursday’s editions
of The New York Times, which
reported that the first opinion
authorized the use of painful
methods, such as head slaps,
freezing temperatures and simu-
lated drownings known as
waterboarding, in combination.

That secret opinion came
months after a December 2004
opinion in which the Justice
Department publicly declared
torture “abhorrent” and the
administration seemed to back
away from claiming authority

for such practices, and after the
withdrawal of a 2002 classified
Justice opinion that had allowed
certain aggressive interrogation
practices so long as they
stopped short of producing pain
equivalent to experiencing
organ failure or death.

The second Justice opinion
was issued later in 2005, just as
Congress was working on an
anti-torture bill. 

The opinion declared that
none of the CIA’s interrogation
practices would violate provi-
sions in the legislation banning
“cruel, inhuman and degrading”
treatment of detainees, The
Times said, citing interviews
with unnamed current and for-
mer officials.

Bush says U.S. ‘does not torture people’

By Brad Cain
Associated Press Writer

SALEM — With few signa-
tures to spare, gay rights oppo-
nents say it will take a miracle
for their referendum effort to
succeed in blocking two new gay
rights laws from taking effect
Jan. 1.

“We are still full of hope. But
it’s going to be very close,” for-
mer state Sen. Marylin Shannon
said Friday as state election
officials completed a prelimi-
nary tally of signatures submit-
ted for the two proposed refer-
rals.

With the petition signatures
now going to county clerks for
checking, it appears doubtful
there are enough signatures to
send the referral measures to
the November 2008 ballot — a
prospect that heartens gay
rights backers.

“We certainly hope that Ore-
gon won’t have to put these two
laws on hold for almost a full
year,” said John Hummel of Basic
Rights Oregon, the state’s largest
gay rights advocacy group.

The referendum campaign by
the social conservative and
church groups is aimed at
derailing laws passed by the
2007 Legislature to legalize
domestic partnerships for same-
sex couples and ban discrimina-
tion based on sexual orientation.

A preliminary tally by state
elections officials indicated
there were 60,531 signatures for
the measure to force an election
vote on the domestic partner-
ship law.

County clerks will have until
Oct. 26 to verify that at least
55,179 of those signatures are
valid to trigger an election. That
would require a validity rate of
91 percent, which has been
reached just once in recent
years.

The effort to sidetrack the
anti-discrimination law faces an
even taller hurdle, since the
state’s preliminary count
showed 59,751 signatures, mean-
ing that 92 percent of those sig-
natures would have to be
deemed valid.

Undaunted by the thin signa-
ture margin, Shannon said oppo-
nents of the gay rights laws are
prepared to launch an initiative
campaign to place a repeal of
both new laws on the November
2008 ballot. 

Backers of such a move
would have until next July to
gather signatures.

Attempt to
block gay
rights has 
slim chance
of success

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Some sci-
entists think they have figured
out the real job of the trouble-
some and seemingly useless
appendix: It produces and pro-
tects good germs for your gut.

That’s the theory from sur-
geons and immunologists at
Duke University Medical School,
published online in a scientific
journal this week.

For generations the appendix
has been dismissed as superflu-
ous. Doctors figured it had no
function. Surgeons removed
them routinely. People live fine
without them.

And when infected the appen-
dix can turn deadly. It gets
inflamed quickly and some peo-
ple die if it isn’t removed in
time. Two years ago, 321,000
Americans were hospitalized

with appendicitis, according to
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

The function of the appendix
seems related to the massive
amount of bacteria populating

the human digestive system,
according to the study in the
Journal of Theoretical Biology.
There are more bacteria than
human cells in the typical body.
Most of it is good and helps
digest food.

But sometimes the flora of
bacteria in the intestines die or
are purged. Diseases such as
cholera or amoebic dysentery
would clear the gut of useful
bacteria. The appendix’s job is
to reboot the digestive system in
that case.

The appendix “acts as a good
safe house for bacteria,” said
Duke surgery professor Bill
Parker, a study co-author. Its
location — just below the nor-
mal one-way flow of food and
germs in the large intestine in a
sort of gut cul-de-sac — helps
support the theory, he said.

Appendix might be useful after all

   
   
    
   













Productive organ

Some scientists think it makes and protects good germs

Turn to APPENDIX, Page 3A

President responds to report that 2005 memo relaxed interrogation rules

BUSH

Turn to TORTURE, Page 3A

The National Fish and
Wildlife Forensics Labora-

tory in Ashland is wrap-
ping up a $10 million

expansion from 23,000
square feet to a 40,000-

square-foot facility that
serves the entire United
States and 172 nations.
Since 1989, the lab has

handled some 14,000
cases. The lab also has
had a long and special

relationship with Wildlife
Images, the wildlife reha-

bilitation facility near
Grants Pass.
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Fiber art show
A special
fiber art
work show
by twin sis-
ters Cas-
sandra
Williams
and Cyn-
thia Johnstone will be coming
soon to Rogue River.

MONDAY

By Stacy D. Stumbo
of the Daily Courier

Rayna Hasley may be
worth $1.5 million by Christ-
mas, but her mother thinks
she’s already priceless.

Cave Junction resident
Krystal Hasley gave birth to
Rayna a month ago, when she
was only 27 weeks along.
Today, her baby remains in
the Neonatal Intensive Care
Unit at Medford’s Rogue Val-
ley Medical Center. She has a
hole in her heart and is bleed-
ing from her brain. 

“I get to hold her at feeding
times twice a day,” Hasley
said. “I’ve been told that I’m
dealing with it very well. I
guess I’ve never looked at the
machines she’s hooked up to
as my enemies. They’re my
friends. They’re keeping
Rayna alive.”

Hasley, 22, had just given
birth to her son, now 13-month-
old Dominiq, when she learned
she was pregnant again. Hasley
suffered from pre-eclampsia, a
condition characterized by
hypertension, fluid retention
and protein loss, during her
first pregnancy.

“I had such a scary situa-
tion the first time,” Hasley
said. “I wanted to wait at least
three years before we had
another baby.”

She noticed problems with
Rayna’s pregnancy almost
immediately. There was spot
bleeding, and she felt “spread
out” like she was much further
along than six months.

She saw a doctor twice and
was told not to worry. During
the third visit, she was sched-
uled for an ultrasound. When
she pulled into the driveway of
her doctor’s office, her water
broke.

“I thought, ‘This is unbe-
lievable,’” she recalled.

Hasley was taken to Three
Rivers Community Hospital in
Grants Pass, was given a
steroid shot to help Rayna’s
lungs develop and transported

the RVMC. She delivered by
cesarean section.

“I had five people taking
care of me,” Hasley said.
“Rayna had 10. It almost
looked like a football team.”

After a hasty exam, nurses
told Hasley that Rayna’s con-
dition was not good. The 2-
pound, 6-ounce baby girl’s gen-
eral health, including her
breathing pattern and heart
rate, were poor.

“I got a little scared,”
Hasley said. 

Within moments, her condi-
tion improved.

Rayna has been in the
NICU at the Family Birth Cen-

ter in Medford since she was
born. It remains unclear what
caused Hasley to go into pre-
mature labor.

Today, Rayna weighs 2
pounds, 11 ounces. She spends

most of her time, except for
when she’s being changed and
checked, inside an incubator.
Hasley said she cherishes the
moments at 11 a.m. and 2
p.m., when she can hold her
daughter close, and feel the
infant’s heart beat against her
own.

“We won’t know if she
needs surgery until later,”
Hasley said.

There is only room for 27
premature babies in the NICU.
It is the only facility of its kind
in Oregon outside of Eugene
or Portland. 
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Krystal Hasley holds her premature baby Rayna at Rogue Valley Medical Center
in Medford. Rayna, who was born at 27 weeks, now weighs 2 pounds, 11
ounces.

Cave Junction’s Rayna Halsey weighed just
2 pounds, 6 ounces when she born 13 weeks
ahead of schedule. For now, mom and baby
are still in Medford, an uncertain future ahead

Individuals interested
in contributing to Rogue
Valley Medical Center’s
Neonatal Intensive Care
Unit can send donations to
the Children’s Miracle Net-
work at 2600 Siskiyou
Blvd., Suite 100, Medford,
OR 97504.

Want to help?
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in a row at the International
Bluegrass Music Awards.

ENTERTAINMENT / Page 11C

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush defended his administra-
tion’s methods of detaining and
questioning
terrorism
suspects on
F r i d a y ,
saying both
are suc-
cessful and
lawful.

“ W h e n
we find
somebody
who may
have information regarding a
potential attack on America,
you bet we’re going to detain
them, and you bet we’re going
to question them,” he said dur-

ing a hastily called Oval Office
appearance. “The American
people expect us to find out
information, actionable intelli-
gence so we can help protect
them. That’s our job.”

Bush volunteered his
thoughts on a report on two
secret 2005 memos that autho-
rized extreme interrogation tac-
tics against terror suspects.
“This government does not tor-
ture people,” the president said.

Meanwhile, Senate Armed
Services Committee Chairman
Carl Levin, D-Mich., demanded
a copy of a third Justice Depart-
ment memo justifying military
interrogations of terror suspects
held outside the United States.

In a letter to Attorney Gener-
al-nominee Michael Mukasey,
Levin wrote that two years ago
he requested — and was denied
— the March 14, 2003, legal opin-
ion. Levin asked if Mukasey
would agree to release the opin-
ion if the Senate confirms him
as attorney general, and cited
what he described as a history
of the Justice Department
stonewalling Congress.

“Such failures and the repeat-
ed refusal of DoJ to provide
Congress with such documents
has prevented the Congress
from fulfilling its constitutional
responsibilities to conduct over-
sight,” Levin wrote.

The White House said

Mukasey has not been cleared to
read the classified documents
Levin requested.

The two Justice Department
legal opinions from 2005 were
disclosed in Thursday’s editions
of The New York Times, which
reported that the first opinion
authorized the use of painful
methods, such as head slaps,
freezing temperatures and simu-
lated drownings known as
waterboarding, in combination.

That secret opinion came
months after a December 2004
opinion in which the Justice
Department publicly declared
torture “abhorrent” and the
administration seemed to back
away from claiming authority

for such practices, and after the
withdrawal of a 2002 classified
Justice opinion that had allowed
certain aggressive interrogation
practices so long as they
stopped short of producing pain
equivalent to experiencing
organ failure or death.

The second Justice opinion
was issued later in 2005, just as
Congress was working on an
anti-torture bill. 

The opinion declared that
none of the CIA’s interrogation
practices would violate provi-
sions in the legislation banning
“cruel, inhuman and degrading”
treatment of detainees, The
Times said, citing interviews
with unnamed current and for-
mer officials.

Bush says U.S. ‘does not torture people’

By Brad Cain
Associated Press Writer

SALEM — With few signa-
tures to spare, gay rights oppo-
nents say it will take a miracle
for their referendum effort to
succeed in blocking two new gay
rights laws from taking effect
Jan. 1.

“We are still full of hope. But
it’s going to be very close,” for-
mer state Sen. Marylin Shannon
said Friday as state election
officials completed a prelimi-
nary tally of signatures submit-
ted for the two proposed refer-
rals.

With the petition signatures
now going to county clerks for
checking, it appears doubtful
there are enough signatures to
send the referral measures to
the November 2008 ballot — a
prospect that heartens gay
rights backers.

“We certainly hope that Ore-
gon won’t have to put these two
laws on hold for almost a full
year,” said John Hummel of Basic
Rights Oregon, the state’s largest
gay rights advocacy group.

The referendum campaign by
the social conservative and
church groups is aimed at
derailing laws passed by the
2007 Legislature to legalize
domestic partnerships for same-
sex couples and ban discrimina-
tion based on sexual orientation.

A preliminary tally by state
elections officials indicated
there were 60,531 signatures for
the measure to force an election
vote on the domestic partner-
ship law.

County clerks will have until
Oct. 26 to verify that at least
55,179 of those signatures are
valid to trigger an election. That
would require a validity rate of
91 percent, which has been
reached just once in recent
years.

The effort to sidetrack the
anti-discrimination law faces an
even taller hurdle, since the
state’s preliminary count
showed 59,751 signatures, mean-
ing that 92 percent of those sig-
natures would have to be
deemed valid.

Undaunted by the thin signa-
ture margin, Shannon said oppo-
nents of the gay rights laws are
prepared to launch an initiative
campaign to place a repeal of
both new laws on the November
2008 ballot. 

Backers of such a move
would have until next July to
gather signatures.

Attempt to
block gay
rights has 
slim chance
of success

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Some sci-
entists think they have figured
out the real job of the trouble-
some and seemingly useless
appendix: It produces and pro-
tects good germs for your gut.

That’s the theory from sur-
geons and immunologists at
Duke University Medical School,
published online in a scientific
journal this week.

For generations the appendix
has been dismissed as superflu-
ous. Doctors figured it had no
function. Surgeons removed
them routinely. People live fine
without them.

And when infected the appen-
dix can turn deadly. It gets
inflamed quickly and some peo-
ple die if it isn’t removed in
time. Two years ago, 321,000
Americans were hospitalized

with appendicitis, according to
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

The function of the appendix
seems related to the massive
amount of bacteria populating

the human digestive system,
according to the study in the
Journal of Theoretical Biology.
There are more bacteria than
human cells in the typical body.
Most of it is good and helps
digest food.

But sometimes the flora of
bacteria in the intestines die or
are purged. Diseases such as
cholera or amoebic dysentery
would clear the gut of useful
bacteria. The appendix’s job is
to reboot the digestive system in
that case.

The appendix “acts as a good
safe house for bacteria,” said
Duke surgery professor Bill
Parker, a study co-author. Its
location — just below the nor-
mal one-way flow of food and
germs in the large intestine in a
sort of gut cul-de-sac — helps
support the theory, he said.

Appendix might be useful after all

   
   
    
   













Productive organ

Some scientists think it makes and protects good germs

Turn to APPENDIX, Page 3A

President responds to report that 2005 memo relaxed interrogation rules

BUSH

Turn to TORTURE, Page 3A
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contact with other people helps to repopulate the good bacteria, 
but our overly hygienic culture has caused problems, bringing 
on a higher rate of appendicitis. These scientists think this makes 
“evolutionary sense.” 

The Appendix and 
Good Bacteria 

If evolution happened, how did the first humans survive 
without this bacteria? If we managed to survive and to develop 
without it, why did we evolve the need for good bacteria? If 
evolution produced t h e 
appendix, how 
did the first hu-
mans survive 
until evolu-
tion perfected 
the appendix? 
The fact that 
our bodies can 
utilize items 
from the en-
vironment, in 
this case, bac-
teria, shows 
perfect design. 
A good designer enables 
his invention to use the environment in a non-harmless way. 
The environment contributes to the invention, and the invention 
contributes to the environment. This pictures mankind living 
on the earth. 

Genesis 2 shows the Good Designer making man from the 
environment, “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of 
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and 
man became a living being” (Ge. 2:7). Genesis 3 shows that even 
the curse takes these factors into consideration, “Then to Adam 
[God] said, ‘Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and 
have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, 
“You shall not eat of it”: Cursed is the ground for your sake; in 
toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life. Both thorns and 
thistles it shall bring forth for you, and you shall eat the herb of 
the field. In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you 
return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for dust you 
are, and to dust you shall return’” (Ge. 3:17–19). 

If God made us from our environment and if we shall 
return to the environment, does it surprise us that we need the 
environment to live? 

The Location of the 
Appendix 

Does a designer put items in the best location? Does it make 
sense to put the starter for an engine in the back seat? Does it make 
sense to put the mouth at the back of the head? Does it make sense 
to put the appendix 

behind 
the knee 

cap? No, if it 
p r o - duces and protects 
the good bacteria that we need for 
digestion, it needs to be close to the place where the digestion 
happens! 

Does Psalm 139 reveal that a Good Designer put together 
our bodies? “For You formed my inward parts; You covered me 
in my mother’s womb. I will praise You, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; marvelous are Your works, and that my soul 
knows very well. My frame was not hidden from You, when I was 
made in secret, and skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the 
earth. Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in 
Your book they all were written, the days fashioned for me, when 
as yet there were none of them” (Ps. 139:13–16). 

God formed all the organs of the body, placing them in the 

best places. Truly God skillfully wrought our bodies. 

Human Contact 
Humanity tends to go from one dangerous extreme to an-

other. Some have no concern for cleanliness; others go too far 
and fail to see the benefit of living in our environment. Therefore, 
God taught the Israelites to be clean, but He also tells us to have 
contact with each other. Romans 16 encourages physical contact, 
“Greet one another with a holy kiss” (Ro. 16:16). 

Many people have serious health problems because they go 
too far in avoiding germs, but the article pointed out how we need 

human contact 
for health rea-
sons, and the 
Bible encour-
ages such con-
tact. Does that 
surprise you? 
If God created 
us, He knows 
what we need. 
He knows our 
need for both 
cleanliness and 

human contact. 

Does It Make 
“Evolutionary Sense”? 

How can you win an argument with an evolutionist? They 
contend that if the appendix is useless, that proves that evolution 
happened. Then they also say that if the appendix has a use, that 
makes “evolutionary sense.” 

Just stay with the consistency of the teachings of Scripture. 
Psalm 12 declares the perfection of Scripture, “The words of the 
LORD are pure words, like silver tried in a furnace of earth, 
purified seven times. You shall keep them, O LORD, You shall 
preserve them from this generation forever” (Ps. 12:6, 7). 

What Scripture taught yesterday, it teaches today, and will 
continue to teach tomorrow. The discoveries of man will only 
verify what we have known from correct thinking based on the 
Bible in the first place. ✞
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By Don Ruhl 
On October 12, 2007, the Grants Pass, Oregon 

Daily Courier ran two articles side by side that high-
light the war Christians fight (Eph 6.11–16). Did 
the Courier do this intentionally? I do not know, but 
I hope that they did, to show that there is a war. The 
two articles were, “No prayers at this convention” and 
“Eagle Scout wins victory for God in dispute about 
flag flown over Capitol.” 

Freedom From Religion 
Foundation 

The first article about a prayerless convention, 
speaks of the works of the Freedom From Religion 
Foundation. The article’s subtitle says much, “At their 
gathering, atheists plan to hold raffles for God-free 
currency.” The Associated Press reported, 

Members of the Freedom From Religion 
Foundation, the nation’s largest group of athe-
ists and agnostics, will gather for a weekend 
of nonprayer breakfasts and raffles for Godfree 
currency at the group’s 30th annual conven-
tion. 

Despite a new survey that shows most 
Americans still have negative views toward 
nonbelievers, it’s been a pretty good year for 
atheism. 

The foundation has added thousands of 
members, is starting a national talk radio show 
and claimed two legal victories in disputes with 

states in recent weeks. Meanwhile, a spate of 
books have been selling around the nation, 
spreading its message that religion is the root 
of many evils... 

Christopher Hitchens, author of the best-
selling book, “God is Not Great: How Religion 

Poisons Everything,” will be there... 
“There’s ample evidence that atheists have 

become much more vocal and also they’ve 
become much better organized,” [John] Green 
[a senior fellow with the nonpartisan forum, 
The Pew Form on Religion and Public Life] 

said... 
The foundation is a watchdog group that 

advocates for the separation of church and 
state and promotes free thought, which it calls 
science and reason as opposed to faith in the 
unknown... 

In Indiana, the state eliminated a chaplain 
who had been hired to encourage state employ-
ees to show their faith after the foundation filed 
suit. In Wisconsin, the Department of Justice 
removed a prayer and a religious hymn from 
a planned ceremony to commemorate murder 

Freedom From Religion Foundation 
and an Eagle Scout 

Associated Press

ATLANTA — About a third of
U.S. adults with arthritis say the
chronic condition — the nation’s
leading cause of disability — has
limited their ability to work, the
government said Thursday.

A survey released by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention found that 33 percent of
U.S. workers with arthritis suf-
fered work limitations in 2003,
the latest data available.

In Kentucky, slightly more
than half of arthritis sufferers
reported work limitations. Neva-
da had the lowest percentage,
with about a fourth of its adults
saying their work was limited.

“What was surprising about
this was just how high and how
strong an impact arthritis does
have on work,” said Kristina
Theis of the CDC. The study is
the first to provide a state-by-
state breakdown on the impact of
arthritis in the workplace.

“It’s not just an aging prob-
lem, but it’s a problem that hits

people of all ages and adults. It
changes people’s lives dramati-
cally and for decades,” said Dr.
Steven Abramson, director of
rheumatology of New York Uni-
versity Hospital for Joint Dis-
eases, who was not involved in
the study.

Arthritis comprises more than
100 different conditions, affecting
an estimated 46 million Ameri-
cans. The most common forms
are osteoarthritis — affecting
mostly older people — gout and
rheumatoid arthritis. Symptoms
generally include pain, aching,
stiffness and swelling in or
around the joints.

Overall, nearly 7 percent of
all working adults in U.S. states
experienced arthritis-related
workplace limitations. Kentucky
had the highest percentage of
workers, 15 percent, with such
limitations, and Hawaii had the
lowest, with about 3 percent, the
CDC study said.

The study relied on a random
sample telephone survey in
which health officials asked
workers whether they had ever
been told by a doctor they had

arthritis or a related condition.
Then they were asked whether
arthritis or joint symptoms
affected their ability to work and
the type of work they could do.

A CDC study released in Jan-
uary said that the nation’s cost
for arthritis and related condi-
tions was $128 billion in 2003.

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A
17-year-old Eagle Scout
wanting to honor his
grandfather’s “love of
God, country and fami-
ly” with a flag flown
over the U.S. Capitol
has helped remove a
ban on the word “God”
in certificates that
accompany these flags.

The acting Architect of the
Capitol, Stephen Ayers, said
Thursday he was revising guide-
lines on Capitol flag certificates
because it was “beyond the scope
of this agency’s responsibilities
to censor messages from mem-
bers of Congress.”

Last week Rep. Michael Turn-
er, R-Ohio, protested upon learn-
ing that the Architect’s office
had removed the word “God”
from the certificate of authentici-
ty accompanying a flag 17-year-
old Andrew Larochelle of Dayton
wanted to give his grandfather.

The boy had asked that the
certificate read: “This flag was
flown in honor of Marcel
Larochelle, my grandfather, for
his dedication and love of God,
country and family.”

But the Architect excised
“God” from the inscription, say-
ing it violated a policy, set in
2003, banning religious and politi-
cal expressions on the certifi-
cates.

Lawmakers, led by Republi-
cans, have since demanded that
policy be changed.

The practice, House Republi-
can leader John Boehner, R-
Ohio, wrote in a letter Wednes-
day to House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, D-Calif., “has rightly
drawn outrage from the Ameri-
can people, who have grown
weary of endless attempts by
politicians and bureaucrats to
bar the word God and even the
most tacit references to faith
from our public institutions.”

The flag dispute led off ques-
tioning at Pelosi’s weekly news
conference Thursday. “I don’t
think the Architect’s office
should be in the role of censoring
what members want to say,” she
said.

Ayers, in a memo to members
Thursday, says that personalized
dedications are permitted. No
restrictions are named except
that they be limited to 300 char-
acters. These messages are
added to the certificate of

authenticity stating
when the flag was
flown at the Capitol.

Turner said in an
interview that he was
asking the Architect’s
office to reissue the cer-
tificate for Andrew with
the original wording.
The issue was impor-
tant, Turner said,
because there are
numerous references to

God in the Capitol — from the
morning prayers to inscriptions
on the walls — and the Archi-
tect’s policy was “placing all of
these references at risk.”

The flag program began in
1937 and today there are workers
from the Architect’s office con-
stantly raising and lowering
flags, sometimes indoors as well
as outdoors, to meet some 100,000
requests a year. The requests are
made through member offices,
and most lawmakers have
instructions on their web sites on
how to obtain a Capitol flag.

Turner said that despite the
rules change he was going ahead
with proposed legislation that
would permanently allow the
acknowledgment of God in cer-
tificates accompanying Capitol
flags.

Sen. Jim DeMint, R-S.C., is
sponsoring an identical “Andrew
Larochelle God, Family, and
Country Act of 2007” in the Sen-
ate.

Paul Larochelle, who made
the flag request with his son
Andrew, said he had spoken to
his son that morning and “we’re
very excited that in our opinion
we think the right decision has
been made.” He said his father
Marcel, a veteran with strong
religious convictions, “was origi-
nally very disappointed and actu-
ally saddened” by the dispute.

Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. — Ameri-
cans may dislike atheists, but
for one weekend those who
don’t believe in God will find
sanctuary here.

Members of the Freedom
From Religion Foundation, the
nation’s largest group of athe-
ists and agnostics, will gather
for a weekend of nonprayer
breakfasts and raffles for God-
free currency at the group’s
30th annual convention.

Despite a new survey that
shows most Americans still
have negative views toward
nonbelievers, it’s been a pretty
good year for atheism.

The foundation has added
thousands of members, is start-
ing a national talk radio show
and claimed two legal victories
in disputes with states in recent
weeks. Meanwhile, a spate of
books have been selling around
the nation, spreading its mes-
sage that religion is the root of
many evils.

Against that backdrop,
prominent atheists and agnos-
tics will gather on Oct. 12-14 to
hear speeches, give awards and
plot strategy in downtown
Madison’s Monona Terrace.
Christopher Hitchens, author of
the best-selling book, “God is
Not Great: How Religion Poi-
sons Everything,” will be there.

So will comedian Julia
Sweeney, who played “Pat” on
Saturday Night Live and now
has a one-woman show describ-
ing a spiritual journey in which
she ultimately gives up on the
idea of God.

“It’s kind of a celebration, a

celebration of free thought,”
said Annie Laurie Gaylor, the
foundation’s co-president. “It’s
also a chance to recharge your
batteries for separation of
church/state activism.”

The foundation, based in
Madison since its founding in
the 1970s and now boasting
11,300 members, has helped
give Wisconsin’s capital a repu-
tation as a city filled with God-
less heathens in some circles.

In Madison, Fox News com-
mentator Bill O’Reilly once
said, “you expect those people
to be communing with Satan.”
Group co-president Dan Barker
said he gets thumbs-up signs
when he wears his “Godless”
shirt to the grocery store.

It’s no surprise, then, the
city is rolling out the welcome
mat for the estimated 600 or
more convention-goers.

The foundation placed a 48-
foot-wide billboard overlooking
Madison’s busiest freeway. Pic-
turing a church’s stained-glass
window, the sign says: “Beware
of Dogma” and lists the group’s
name and Web site. A similar
billboard is up on the other side
of town to greet visitors from

the airport.
The warm welcome is an

aberration in America. Atheists
are viewed far more negatively
than any religious group,
according to a recent survey by
The Pew Forum on Religion
and Public Life.

Religious Americans are not
comfortable with atheists’
refusal to believe in God and
think they must lack morality,
said John Green, a senior fel-
low with the nonpartisan
forum.

Green said the number of
people who do not worship is
slowly growing but the exact
number of atheists in America
is unknown because many peo-
ple are reluctant to identify
themselves that way. About 4
percent of people in Pew’s lat-
est survey said they were athe-
ist or agnostic and an addition-
al 10 percent said they followed
no religion.

“There’s ample evidence
that atheists have become
much more vocal and also
they’ve become much better
organized,” Green said. “The
Freedom From Religion Foun-
dation is a very good example

of that.”
The foundation is a watch-

dog group that advocates for
the separation of church and
state and promotes free
thought, which it calls science
and reason as opposed to faith
in the unknown.

The group has grown more
than 50 percent from last year,
co-president Dan Barker said.
He credits an advertising cam-
paign and publicity surround-
ing its high-profile lawsuit that
challenged President Bush’s
faith-based initiative.

The U.S. Supreme Court
ruled 5-4 in June that ordinary
taxpayers do not have standing
to challenge the program,
which helps religious charities
receive federal money.

Still, the group claimed vic-
tory in two other recent cases.

In Indiana, the state elimi-
nated a chaplain who had been
hired to encourage state
employees to show their faith
after the foundation filed suit.
In Wisconsin, the Department
of Justice removed a prayer
and a religious hymn from a
planned ceremony to commem-
orate murder victims after
Gaylor complained the content
was unconstitutional.

Gaylor and Barker recently
recorded their first radio show
to be broadcast nationwide on
several affiliates of Air Ameri-
ca, the liberal radio network.
Gaylor said she believes it’s the
first national show of its kind.

The convention will tackle
heavy subjects, such as
Hitchens’ argument that “reli-
gion kills,” and also feature
some lighter moments.

Instead of a prayer or a
moment of silence, Saturday’s
nonprayer breakfast will
include the foundation’s tradi-
tional “Moment of Bedlam.”
That’s when those sitting down
to eat can make as much noise
as they want by pounding their
silverware, reading their
favorite poem or simply
yelling.

“It’s our chance to fight
back,” Barker said. “How many
events have you gone to and
you’ve been told to bow your
head in prayer?”

And then there’s the raffle
for U.S. dollars manufactured
before 1957, when the words “In
God We Trust” were added to
bills. Winners will receive
“clean” $1s, $20s and even a
$100 bill — and chalk up their
luck to chance and not some
higher power at work.
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Associated Press

WASHINGTON — More than 2,000
criminal suspects died in police custody
over a three-year period, half of them
killed by officers as they scuffled or
attempted to flee, the government said
Thursday.

The study by the Justice Depart-
ment’s Bureau of Justice Statistics is
the first nationwide compilation of the
reasons behind arrest-related deaths.

The review found 55 percent of the
2,002 arrest-related deaths from 2003
through 2005 were due to homicide by
state and local law enforcement offi-
cers. Alcohol and drug intoxication
caused 13 percent of the deaths, fol-

lowed by suicides at 12 percent, acci-
dental injury at 7 percent and illness or
natural causes, 6 percent. The causes
of the deaths for the remaining 7 per-
cent were unknown.

The heavily populated states of Cali-
fornia, Texas and Florida led the pack
for both police killings and overall
arrest-related deaths. Georgia, Mary-
land and Montana were not included in
the study because they did not submit
data.

Most of those who died in custody
were men (96 percent) between the
ages of 18 and 44 (77 percent). Approxi-
mately 44 percent were white, 32 per-

cent black, 20 percent Hispanic and 4
percent of other or multiple races.

“Keep in mind we have 2,000 deaths
out of almost 40 million arrests over
three years, so that tells you by their
nature they are very unusual cases,”
said Christopher J. Mumola, who wrote
the study.

“Still, they do need to be looked at to
determine whether police training can
be better or practices can be better,” he
said.

State laws and police department
policy typically let officers use deadly
force to defend themselves or others
from the threat of death or serious

injury. Deadly force also is allowed to
prevent the escape of a suspect in a
violent felony who poses an immediate
threat to others.

The Justice Department study
released Thursday suggests that most
of the police killings would be consid-
ered justified, although it does not
make that final determination. About 80
percent of the cases involved criminal
suspects who reportedly brandished a
weapon “to threaten or assault” the
arresting officers.

Another 17 percent involved sus-
pects who allegedly grabbed, hit or
fought with police. More than one-third

of the police killings, or about 36 per-
cent, involved a suspect who tried to
flee or otherwise escape arrest.

The report was compiled at the
request of Congress in 2000.

Other findings:
� Among law enforcement, 380 offi-

cers were killed in the line of duty over
the three-year period and 174,760 were
reportedly assaulted, according to FBI
data. Most of the deaths were acciden-
tal (221), while 159 were homicides.

� Blacks were disproportionately
represented in arrest-related deaths
due to alcohol or drug intoxication (41
percent vs. 33 percent for whites); acci-
dental injury (42 percent vs. 37 percent
for whites); and unknown causes (46
percent vs. 39 percent for whites).

Study: Police kill half of those who die in custody

Associated Press

Freedom From Religion Foundation co-President
Annie Laurie Gaylor stands in the group’s headquar-
ters in Madison, Wis., Thursday. The group will hold
its annual convention this weekend.

No prayers at this convention
Eagle Scout wins victory
for God in dispute about
flag flown over Capitol

LAROCHELLE

Many workers hampered by arthritis

Impact on workplace significant

In recent 3-year period, 2,000 suspects died while under arrest

At their gathering,
atheists plan to
hold raffles for
God-free currency

It’s kind of a cele-
bration, a celebra-
tion of free thought.


Freedom From Religion Foundation
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victims after Gaylor complained the content 
was unconstitutional... 

Instead of a prayer or a moment of silence, 
Saturday’s nonprayer breakfast will include the 
foundation’s traditional “Moment of Bedlam.” 
That’s when those sitting down to eat can 
make as much noise as they want by pounding 
their silverware, reading their favorite poem or 
simply yelling. 

Let’s think about some things from this article. 

FFRF is an organization 
founded on a negative. 
Actually, atheism is the root 
of many evils and poisons 
everything. 
Atheists have become more 
vocal and better organized.
They see the issue as science 
and reason versus faith in the 
unknown. 
They gained victories in Indi-
ana and Wisconsin, but lost 
in the case of the certificate 
given with a flag flown over 
the Capitol (which we will 
cover next). 
They showed their unrestrained behavior. 

FFRF Founded on a Negative 
While the article reported that the Foundation 

grew more than 50% last year, they cannot last or 
become too strong for too long, because their whole 
movement is founded on a negative. In time, that does 
not attract many. You cannot simply stand against 
something, you have to stand for something. Lack of 

•

•

•

•

•

•

weeds does not produce a garden without something 
positive growing there. One may boast that his garden 
plot has no weeds, but I want to know what does it 
grow? What does the Freedom From Religion Founda-
tion grow? Psalm 10 shows that the atheist prospers 
for a while, but then his challenges to God (vv. 3–11), 
and his belief that God will not hold him accountable 
(v. 11), eventually catch up to him, and the believer, 
though defeated at the present, shines gloriously later 
(vv. 14–18). Romans 1:18–23 reveals the thinking of 

the atheist and the sadness of it, that while seeking to 
exalt himself (v. 22), he lowers himself (v. 24). 

The Poison of Atheism 
They believe that religion is the root of many evils 

and poisons everything, but Romans 1:24–32 further 
reveals the bad fruit of atheism. What Paul wrote does 
not surprise us, because the driving force of atheism is 
every thing is permitted if God does not exist. Psalm 

10 revealed such thinking of the atheist. If he is not 
accountable to God, he is free to do as he wishes, un-
less some law of man prevents him. 

Atheists Are Aggressive 
Mike Newdow seeks to remove “under God” from 

the pledge and seeks to remove “In God We Trust” from 
our money. The Freedom From Religion Foundation 
has highlighted his work. If they have to go at it, one 
person at a time, they will do it. Remember Psalm 10. 

Consider the words of Psalm 36:1. Imagine some-
one who lives the motto of the 
wicked stated here, 

An oracle within my heart con-
cerning the transgression of the 
wicked: 
There is no fear of God before 
his eyes. 
(Psa 36.1) 

What will he do who has no 
fear of God before his eyes? 

Science, Reason, 
Faith, and the 

Unknown 
Atheists see the issue as science and reason versus 

faith in the unknown. The question is, are they scientific 
and reasonable and is faith anti-science and anti-reason? 
Furthermore, what is faith? Is faith based on the known 
or the unknown? Can I know that something exists 
although I have never seen it? If we answer no, then what 
shall we do with history? History studies that which we 
have not seen, but we believe happened or existed. Why 
do we believe history happened? Substantial evidence 
exists to explain what we otherwise would not know. 
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Welcome to the Freedo
m From Religion Foundation!

Our

national association
of nontheists has be

en working since

1978 to promote free
thought and defend

the constitutional

principle of the sepa
ration of state and c

hurch. With 12,000

members and suppo
rters, we are the larg

est group of

atheists and agnosti
cs in North America.

The Foundation has
taken the lead in su

ccessfully

challenging the faith
-based initiative. Ge

t involved: join or

make a donation to
our Legal Fund.

Membership in the n
onprofit, tax-exempt

Foundation

includes a subscripti
on of ten issues a ye

ar to the

Foundation's lively n
ewspaper, ��������

��� �����. Your

membership support
s the Foundation's w

ork, now more

critical than ever, to
keep state and chur

ch separate.

Freedom depends upon freeth
inkers.
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November 07, 2007

Freedom From Religion Foundation
• PO Box 750 • Madison,

WI 53701 • (608) 25
6-8900 • ������� ��

© Freedom From Religion Foundation
.
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Pages from the “Freedom From Religion 
Foundation” web site
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History accepts witnesses, circumstantial evidence, and 
other things. That is a way of saying history is faith. 
What is faith? Hebrews 11 states the essence of faith, 
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen” (Heb 11.1). Faith is not 
the acceptance of the unseen without evidence. Faith 
is the acceptance of the unseen with evidence. The fifth 
point from the article I want to cover when we look 
at the article about the flag certificate. 

Unrestrained Behavior 
Their “Moment of Bedlam” did not serve any 

purpose other than to show their immaturity and their 
protest at what they see as times of reverence. It showed 
that a life of no self-control is what they desire. Psalm 
14:1–3 takes us behind the heavenly scenes that we 
might know what happened during their “Moment 
of Bedlam.” 

The fool has said in his heart, 
“There is no God.” 
They are corrupt, 
They have done abominable works, 
There is none who does good. 
The LORD looks down from heaven upon the 

children of men, 
To see if there are any who understand, who seek 

God. 
They have all turned aside, 
They have together become corrupt; 
There is none who does good, 
No, not one. 
(Psa 14.1–3) 

The fifth point mentioned earlier about the vic-
tories of the Freedom From Religion Foundation in 
Indiana and Wisconsin, but their loss in the case of 
the certificate given with a flag flown over the Capitol, 

we cover now. 

Certificates of Flags Flown 
Over the Capitol 

To the right of the article we have considered, the 
Courier ran this article, also from the Associated Press, 
“Eagle Scout wins victory for God in dispute about 
flag flown over Capitol.” The first three paragraphs 
report, 

WASHINGTON — A 17-year-old Eagle 
Scout wanting to honor his grandfather’s “love 
of God, country and family” with a flag flown 
over the U.S. Capitol has helped remove a ban 
on the word “God” in certificates that accom-
pany these flags. 

The acting Architect of the Capitol, Ste-
phen Ayers, said Thursday he was revising 
guidelines on Capitol flag certificates because 
it was “beyond the scope of this agency’s re-
sponsibilities to censor messages from members 
of Congress.” 

Last week Rep. Michael Turner, R-Ohio, 
protested upon learning that the Architect’s 
office had removed 
the word “God” 
from the certifi-
cate of authentic-
ity accompanying 
a flag 17-year-old 
Andrew Laro-
chelle of Dayton 
wanted to give his 
grandfather. 

When I first heard 
what the Architect of 

the Capitol did, I could not believe it. Why did he 
not make a certificate for people like this Eagle Scout 
and another for the people who are so easily offended 
by the mention of God? If an atheist does not like the 
wording of my certificate, he does not have to read it! 
If he wants one of his own, he can order it the way he 
wants. However, after some protesting the Architect 
changed his opinion and we rejoice for this victory. 
Remember Psalm 33:12 and others, 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, 
T h e people He has chosen as His own 

inheritance. 
(Psa 33.12) 

I present this that you might 
know that the secularists are not 

winning every battle. Do not 
give up. Do not believe that 
our cause has lost. Keep 

doing whatever you can 
to promote belief in 

God. ✞
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Teens Stuck 
With a Book

What would you be caught reading?
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“The Bible.”
Kyle Van Buskirk, junior

“ H u ck Finn because it’s
fun to read.”
Michael Shinault, junior

“ A Midsummer Night’s
Dream.”
Patee Taguchi, senior

“Maniac McGee.”
Sterling Thomas, junior

“The Bible.”
Kristi Elder, senior

“Gone With the Wind.”
Chelsea Ryan, junior

This week we went to
Grants Pass High

School to ask:
“If you were

going to be stuck
on a desert island with

just one book, which one
would it be?”

Dear Harlan: I've received
my first test score today for
Chemistry, and I'm not too
happy with the result. I thought I
did better than what my grade
shows. I studied really hard for
it, and I was sure I knew all the
materials. I'm very disappointed.
What should I do?

Freshman in College
Dear Freshman in College:

Ah, bad grades, an area I
excelled in. See, bad grades on
one exam can be a good thing.
Here's why — a teacher's job is
to help you understand, but
unless that teacher understands
that you're having a hard time
understanding, that teacher
won't understand that you need
help. Understand?

Help the people around you
understand that you need help.
Many students are too intimidat-
ed to get help because they don't
want to look stupid in their supe-
rior's eyes. So they avoid reach-
ing out and fall deeper into a
hole — it's not just grades, it's
debt, depression, addiction.

You have access to profes-
sors, teaching assistants, upper-
classmen and probably even free
tutors. Be smart and get help.

�   �   �

Hey Harlan: I had been dat-
ing this girl for almost two
years, and long ago we decided
that we should break up when I
went off to college (she's a
senior in high school). We made
this decision based on her older
brother's failed relationship
when he chose to keep his high-
school girlfriend.

Also, most of the couples at
my high school who had been
together for a long time decided

to break up. So we felt maybe it
was the smart thing to do

I'm here in college now, and I
feel like I made a huge mistake.
Being away from her has made
me realize how much I love her
and how special our relationship
truly was. I feel very depressed
being here, and its making it
hard to meet new people. I miss
my ex so much that I don't know
what to do.

Broken Up
Hey Broken: Breaking up

because things will become hard
is the worst possible reason to
break up. One perk of having
someone in your life is that you
can help each other through the
tough times. In a way, it makes
more sense to stay together.

One thing, though: Make sure
your feelings are out of love and
not just out of loneliness. Transi-
tions are naturally uncomfort-
able; it's easy to miss someone
who gave you so much.

If you can date her while
encouraging her to have a life
outside of your relationship, and
she can do the same, then there's
nothing wrong with telling her
that breaking up was a mistake.

If she agrees, give it another
go. Just be sure to have balance
in your life.

�   �   �

Write Harlan via e-mail at
harlan@helpmeharlan.com.

Riverside
Ready-Mix

5 3 1 S.E. Mill
4 7 6 - 1 4 2 4  • Mon-Sat

*Offer good with this coupon. 2nd sandwich must be of equal or lesser value. Offer available from 10 /12/2007 through 10/ 3 1/2007.

ODFW Licensing • Bait & Tackle • Propane
(Available only at Lil Pantry)

Full Service Deli • Hot & Cold Sub Sandwiches
Ice Cold Beer & Beverages • Fresh Baked Donuts & Pastries

All your Hunting & Fishing needs at the Gateway to the Wild & Scenic Rogue River - Merlin, Oregon

BUY ONE Sandwich
GET ONE FREE
YOUR CHOICE*

979 Rogue River Hwy.
Grants Pass, OR

148 Merlin Rd.
Merlin, OR

Bring in
 

Coupon
BothStores

COUPON

C
O

U
P

O
N

C
O

U
P

O
N479-1533 476-2171

Limit one
per 

coupon.

Hiding Unsightly Spider Veins?

SOUTHERN OREGON LASER CENTER
476-3636 • 1461 NE 7th St.

1 to 2 treatments and veins greatly 
decrease, sometimes disappearing 

altogether. 476-3636

Do you want to wear shorts 
next summer?

Call Today!

Discount On One 
Vein Treatment

20%

Fall Is The Best Time For 
Vein Removal

Amount Monthly Number of
Financed Payments Payments

$1,500 $ 59.84* 36

$ 5,001 $148.07** 48
* Annual Percentage Rate 25.25%.  ** Annual Percentage Rate 18.45%.

Look how low your payments could be:

Weekends or after hours,
call 1-800-697-4719

Apply Online at
 www.LoansFast.com

��������������

������������������

��������������������

���������������
$1,000 to $50,000

�������������������������
���������������������
��������������

Fast Cash When You Need It
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for just
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per
month

Grants Pass
1660 Williams Hwy

541-472-8200
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o you read banned
books? You might be
surprised. Some
books that are stan-
dard reading in

school now were once banned.
Recently librarians, English

teachers and students celebrat-
ed Banned Books Week. Many
students wore pins and some
teachers added books that have
been banned in the past to their
reading lists for the week.

Banned Books Week — held
the last week of September — is
a week in which people “cele-
brate the freedom to read.”
Since 1982, this annual Ameri-
can Library Association event
reminds Americans not to take
this freedom for granted. The
association has lots of informa-
tion about banned books on its
Web site at
www.ala.org/bbooks.

Throughout history, different
kinds of people and groups of all
persuasions have attempted —
and continue to attempt — to
suppress anything that offends
or degrades their cultures or
morals. When different groups
or individuals find writings that
they believe are offensive, they
may challenge the book. Books
usually are challenged with the
best intentions — to protect oth-
ers, frequently children, from

difficult ideas and information.
Books are most frequently

challenged or banned because of
offensive content such as lan-
guage, sexual content, violence,

homosexuality and that a book
is unsuited to an age group.

The best known additions to
the banned books list have been
“Of Mice and Men,” “The Catch-
er in the Rye” and “The Adven-
tures of Huckleberry Finn.” All
three of these books were
banned in the past at one or
more libraries in the country —
often school libraries or school
reading lists.

The banned books list has
been home to many other books
by famous authors. The 10 most
challenged authors from 1990 to
2004 are: Alvin Schwartz, Judy
Blume, Robert Cormier, J.K.
Rowling, Michael Willhoite,
Katherine Paterson, Stephen
King, Maya Angelou, R.L. Stine
and John Steinbeck.

While banning books may
seem like something that hap-

pened in the 1950s or 1960s, you
might be surprised at how often
books are challenged.

Over the past decade, there
have been 6,364 books chal-
lenged in the United States,
according to the library associa-
tion. Most of these are in school
libraries. Of those, 1,607 books
were challenged because of sex-
ual content, 1,427 because of
offensive language, 1,256
because a book was unsuited for
the age group reading it, 842 for
an occult theme, 737 for vio-
lence, 515 because they depict
homosexuality and 419 because
they promote religious beliefs.

There were 546 challenges
reported in 2006.

The most challenged book of
2006 is a children’s story book
based on two real penguins who
hatched an egg at the Central

Park Zoo in New York called
“And Tango Makes Three” by
Justin Richardson and Peter
Parnell. The challenges have
come because both the penguins
that foster the egg are male.
Also on the list were Toni Morri-
son’s “The Bluest Eye” and
“Beloved,” Cecily Von Ziege-
sar’s “Gossip Girls,” the “Scary
Stories” series by Alvin
Schwartz and Phyllis Reynolds’
“Alice.”

When a book is challenged at
a school, the school district has
a policy to follow to determine
whether a book should be
allowed to remain.

�   �   �

Breanna Flaim is sophomore
at North Valley High School.
Photographer Emmy Hall is a
senior at Grants Pass High
School.

Do you read

Bad grade, break-up require advice

Help
me
Harlan
for the Daily Courier

Wednesday,  October 17, 2007Grants Pass Daily Courier

Edith Decker, 474-3724 or
edecker@thedailycourier.com Giving teens some space

5B

MUSIC
� Groundation, reggae, 9 p.m. Sunday, Ashland
Armory. $15.
� IVHS Coffee House Concert with band and choir
Oct. 24, 7 p.m. 

ON STAGE
� “Be Our Guest,” musical revue, 7 p.m. Thursday
and Friday, 2 and 7 p.m. Saturday, One Eleven Eve-
lyn A Center for the Arts. $8. Cast is mostly teens and
recent grads.

EVENTS
� Rogue Independent Film Festival, 7 p.m. Thursday,
3 and 7 p.m. Friday, 2 and 7 p.m. Saturday and 1 p.m. Sunday, Rogue
Theatre, $10.

� Orchapalooza, 4:30 p.m. Saturday, GPHS Commons.
$20 students.
� Harvest festival, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Sunday, Pacifica in Williams. $15 per car.
� Alpaca show, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday,
Jackson County Fairgrounds. Free.

MOVIES
� Opening Friday for all teens: “10 Commandments,”
PG, animated; “Sarah Landon and the Paranormal Hour,”
PG, John Comrie, Lisa Comrie; “The Comebacks,” PG-
13, David Koechner, Carl Weathers.
� Opening Friday for ages 17 and older: “30 Days of
Night,” R, Josh Hartnett, Melissa George; “Gone, Baby

Gone,” R, Casey Affleck, Michelle Monaghan; “Rendition,” R, Jake
Gyllenhaal, Reese Witherspoon.

Many students at GPHS
wore these pins for
Banned Books Week.

Following Banned Books Week, sophomores from Lisa Baldwin’s English class at
GPHS began reading books that had been banned at some point. Center is Josh
Aslakson and right, Kylie Brown, who are reading “The Outsiders” by S.E. Hinton.

books?Story by Breanna Flaim
Photos by Emmy Hall

D
BANN

ED
By Don Ruhl

“Do you read banned books?” was the title of an 
article in the “Under 21” section of the Grants Pass, 
Oregon, Daily Courier on October 17, 2007. 

In the “Quick Quotes” sidebar that accompa-
nied the article, the teen reporter asked students 
at Grants Pass High School this question, “If you 
were going to be stuck on a desert island with just 
one book, which one would it be?” 

The Answers 
That was a good thought-provoking question. 

Two of the six students answered, “The Bible.” Are 
there teenagers that make us shake our heads? Yes, 
even as some of us, or our classmates, made adults 
shake their heads. However, there are many, perhaps, 
more who make us nod our heads. Unfortunately, 
the few evil ones we hear about in the news, but 
the ones who work hard and do what they should 
do, do not make the news. Why do we not hear 
about them? Is it because no one reports on them 
or do we just focus on the bad? Do you remember 
the eight things Paul told us to think on in Philip-
pians 4? Do you make an effort to obey the Holy 
Spirit in that passage? The Daily Courier article 
about students at one of a high school qualified for 
perhaps all eight of the things Paul listed in this 
text, “Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, 
whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, 
whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, 
whatever things are of good report, if there is any 
virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—medi-
tate on these things” (Phi 4.8). 

Do you believe that teenagers in a public school 
who are willing to confess publicly that the one book 
they want to be stuck with reading is the Bible is: 

True? 
noble? 
just? 
pure? 
lovely? 
of good report? 
virtuous? 
praiseworthy? 

If you do, the Spirit told you what to do in the 
last four words of that verse, “meditate on these 
things.” Think on the report of these teens rather 
than the reports we hear of the bad things that hap-
pen. Remember, when you hear of evil done by a 
teen, he or she does not represent the whole. 

Now the question is for you: “If you were 
going to be stuck on a desert island with just one 
book, which one would it be?” I think that in this 
Bible publication, we do not need public confes-
sions. What else are you going to say? So, the two 
real confessions that count here are the one you 
just made in your heart and whether you read the 
Bible daily or not. If you do not read it daily now, 
why would you take it to a desert island? Luke 16 
reveals a principle that shows that what we do in 
the small things, or in this case, the daily things, is 
what we will do in the large things, or in this case, 
that grand thing on an island, “He who is faithful 
in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who 
is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much” 
(Luk 16.10). What do your thoughts reveal? What 
do your daily habits reveal? ✞

➡
➡
➡
➡
➡
➡
➡
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