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Le t 
C h r i s -

tians believe 
that God cre-

ated us and that we 
have obligations to Him. 

Creation Ex Nihilo 
God made the things we see out of things noth-

ing (Heb 11.3). That is known as “creation ex nihilo,” 
Latin for “creation out of nothing,” truly the miracle 
of all miracles. That rules out evolution and theis-
tic evolution, because although God could have used 
evolution, He did not. God did not need an ingredi-
ents or parts list. 

Psalm 33 teaches creation ex nihilo by divine fiat, 
“By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, 
and all the host of them by the breath of His mouth...
For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and 
it stood fast” (Psa 33.6–9). 

Genesis 1 and 2 shows precisely what God did. 
God spoke and things were. Genesis 1.3 in a short 
and simple sentence reveals unimaginable power, 
“Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was 
light (Gen 1.3) Genesis 1.9 makes another powerful 
declaration of the omnipotence of God, “Then God 
said, ‘Let the waters under the heavens be gathered 

together into one place, and let the dry land appear’; 
and it was so” (Gen 1.9). 

Acknowledging God’s Creatorship 
When the four living creatures in heaven declare 

the holiness of God, the twenty-four elders fall down 
before the throne of God, casting their crowns before 
Him, and worship, saying, “You are worthy, O Lord, 
to receive glory and honor and power; for You created 
all things, and by Your will they exist and were cre-
ated” (Rev 4.11). 

Acknowledging God’s creatorship helps us to un-
derstand His power. He created out of nothing by the 
mere command of His word! 

So, can He work in my life? Yes, but things do 
not always happen as I wish. That does not mean He 
is not working. It means He who knows how to cre-
ate, knows how to run my life. So then, God allows 
things to be as they are for some purpose. 

Isaiah 40.12–31 explains that God will give us 
strength when He knows to give it. He who measures 
the waters and the heavens, who calculates the dust, 
and weighs the mountains (v. 12), cannot learn any-
thing from us (vv. 13, 14). The nations are just a drop 
in a bucket to Him (vv. 15–17). He sits above the 
earth (vv. 18–23), controlling nature (v. 24). There-
fore, He is incomparable (vv. 25, 26). Why then say 
He cannot help? (vv. 27, 28) Isaiah explained that 
God gives strength to those who need it (vv. 29–31), 
“He gives power to the weak, and to those who have 
no might He increases strength (v. 29). 

Acknowledging God’s creatorship helps us un-
derstand His right to our obedience. Second Kings 
5.9–14 shows that Naaman did not understand this 
initially. He had preconceived ideas on how he would 
submit to God. 

Do we think there is something wrong with a 
command of God? The problem is not the command, 
nor is it God. The problem is that we have not yet 
understood the Creatorship of God. 

Acknowledging God’s creatorship helps us un-
derstand His right to our worship. God commanding 
us to worship Him is as healthy as parents teaching 
thanks. 

Psalm 29 starts out saying, “Give unto the LORD, 
O you mighty ones, give unto the LORD glory and 
strength. Give unto the LORD the glory due to His 
name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness” 
(Psa 29.1, 2). 

Then the psalm shows that we should worship 
Him because: 

vv. 3, 4 His voice controls the waters 
vv. 5–7 His voice splits cedars and fire 
vv. 8, 9 His voice shakes creation 
vv. 10, 11 As King He strengthens and blesses 

Who then thinks we should not worship Him? 

Do you know God and know who He is? If you 
answer yes, you know that He is your everything. If 
you answer no, consider creation and consider the 
Scriptures. As it is written in Psalm 46, be still and 
know that He is God. 

Be still, and know that I am God; 
I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the earth! 
(Psa 46.10) 

Will He be exalted in your heart? Will He be 
exalted in your life? He wants you to join Him in 
heaven after you die and you can do that by becom-
ing one of His children. ✞

The Importance of God’s Creatorship 
By Don Ruhl 
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Christians Look at the News

By David Barton
Occasionally, the Secular and Religious Left go 

beyond their normal anti-religious bigotry to make 
claims that are just too outrageous to be ignored. This 
week provided such an example. (While this email is 
longer than normal, I think you’ll find it filled with 
useful and interesting information.)

Several months ago, I was one of six expert re-
viewers appointed by the 15-member elected Texas 
State Board of Education to give input into the draft-
ing of the 2010 history and social studies standards 
for textbooks. (This is a task I have previously per-
formed in other states.) Although these standards we 
formulate will initially apply to Texas students, they 
will soon become the standards used in textbooks 
across the nation.

Last year, writing teams of Texas teachers drafted 
the 2010 proposed standards. We, the expert review-
ers, were asked to point out where we thought changes 
should be made; the State Board of Education would 
then make their decision about which (if any) of our 
hundreds of proposed suggestions to adopt.

When I reviewed the proposed standards, I found 
many reasons for concern. The writing teams had 
recommended the removal of Nathan Hale, Daniel 
Boone, and General George Patton; they eradicated 
Columbus Day, Martin Luther King Day, and Christ-
mas (but they did add Diwali as a holiday). They also 
declared that to say there was “an American love of 
individualism, inventiveness, and freedom” was to 
express inappropriate “value language,” and they also 
rejected the concept of identifying specific beliefs 
that contribute d to our “national identity.” In fact, 
they declared that students needed to be shaped “for 
responsible citizenship in a global society,” but not 

citizenship in American society. And instead of an 
emphasis on the positive things about America (i.e., 
American Exceptionalism), America was often shown 
as fault-ridden – as a global villain.

I made known my opposition to these and other 
positions in my official reviews and offered sugges-
tions for positive change. My first review (from July, 
2009) is posted on the state website, as is my second 
review (from September 2009). 

Those two official reviews were 43,538 words in 
length, and contained three mentions of Christianity. 
In the first review, I pointed out how early colonial 
Christian leaders such as William Penn and Roger 
Williams insisted on having written constitutions 
to limit the government; I also showed how Ameri-
can Christians and Jews cooperated together in the 
American Revolution. In the second review, I noted 
the current polling on religious affiliation in America 
to demonstrate that the mention of Christmas should 
be reinstated in the standards. Those three simple 
mentions of Christianity caused the Left to explode. 

Groups such as the Texas Freedom Network (the 
state arm of the radical People for the American Way) 
joined with other radicals in the Religious Left to de-
nounce my mentions of Christianity. They nationally 
distributed a press release of outrageously false claims 
that were soon parroted by ABC, the Wall Street 
Journal, the New York Times, etc.

On Wednesday, January 13, the Texas State 
Board of Education met to begin the process of vot-
ing on the final recommendations for social studies 
textbooks; many of the board members know me 
very well and are very familiar with the lies of the 
Left (having themselves been subjected to them on 
many occasions). Hopefully, they will reinstate tra-

ditional American heroes and patriotic values, focus 
on the teaching of history rather than modern pop 
culture, and include coverage of g ood characteristics 
about America. Not surprisingly, however, the anti-
religious secularist bigots made known their presence 
(and their ridiculous claims) at the meeting.

One of those in the Religious Left is Christian 
secularist, Dr. Derek Davis, Dean of Humanities at 
Mary Hardin Baylor (a Baptist University) and direc-
tor of the school’s Center for Religious Liberty. Al-
though he heads a department at a major Christian 
university, he is a national evangelist for a completely 
secular public square; and based on his previous state-
ments, he apparently wants to see all mentions of 
Christianity confined, like pornography, to the pri-
vacy of one’s own personal life.

Dr. Davis amazingly asserts in the Houston 
Chronicle that a mention of Christianity in Ameri-
can history standards will “violate the Constitution” 
because it will portray “the United States as a Chris-
tian nation in some legal sense.” 

While there is no such recommendation in the 
standards, consider the stupidity of what he purports. 
According to Dr. Davis, it would “violate the Con-
stitution” if the history texts were to include infor-
mation from the more than 300 court rulings over 
the past two centuries that have declared America to 
be a Christian nation. Imagine! He believes it would 
be unconstitutional to let students know what courts 
have affirmed for 200 years! 

He similarly believes that it would be unconsti-
tutional for students to see the public declarations of 
American presidents on the same subject—declara-
tions such as:

Intelligence, patriotism, Christianity, and a firm 

Is Teaching American History Unconstitutional?
According to Baptist Professor Derek Davis and his cronies, apparently the answer is “Yes!”

http://rm.resultsmail.com/route.cfm?mid=c7f8fd19-e269-4d73-85a7-a6d9440d1ad7&uid=60811420-4007-4b89-8468-ed44ed9e145d&route=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Etea%2Estate%2Etx%2Eus%2FWorkArea%2Flinkit%2Easpx%3FLinkIdentifier%3Did%26ItemID%3D6172
http://rm.resultsmail.com/route.cfm?mid=c7f8fd19-e269-4d73-85a7-a6d9440d1ad7&uid=60811420-4007-4b89-8468-ed44ed9e145d&route=http%3A%%20%20%202F%2Fwww%2Etea%2Estate%2Etx%2Eus%2FWorkArea%2Flinkit%2Easpx%3FLinkIdentifier%3Did%26ItemID%3D6381
http://rm.resultsmail.com/route.cfm?mid=c7f8fd19-e269-4d73-85a7-a6d9440d1ad7&uid=60811420-4007-4b89-8468-ed44ed9e145d&route=http%3A%%20%20%202F%2Fwww%2Etea%2Estate%2Etx%2Eus%2FWorkArea%2Flinkit%2Easpx%3FLinkIdentifier%3Did%26ItemID%3D6381
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Christians Look at the News
reliance on that God Who has never yet forsaken this 
favored land are still competent to adjust in the best 
way all our present difficulty [i.e., the Civil War].1 
PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN

No candid observer will deny that whatever of 
good there may be in our American civilization is the 
product of Christianity. 2 The teachings of the Bible 
are so interwoven and entwined with our whole civic 
and social life that it would be literally impossible for 
us to figure to oursel ves what that life would be if 
these teachings were removed.3 PRESIDENT THE-
ODORE ROOSEVELT

America was born a Christian nation – America 
was born to exemplify that devotion to the elements 
of righteousness which are derived from the revela-
tions of Holy Scripture.4 PRESIDENT WOOD-
ROW WILSON

American life is builded, and can alone survive, 
upon . . . the fundamental philosophy announced 
by the Savior nineteen centuries ago.5 PRESIDENT 
HERBERT HOOVER

If the spirit of God is not in us and if we will not 
prepare to give all that we have and all that we are to 
preserve Christian civilization in our land, we shall 
go to destruction.6 We cannot read the history of our 
rise and development as a Nation without reckoning 
with the place the Bible has occupied in shaping the 
advances of the Republic.7 PRESIDENT FRANK-
LIN DELANO ROOSEVELT

This is a Christian Nation. More than a half cen-
tury ago that declaration was written into the decrees 
of the highest court in this land.8 In this great coun-
try of o urs has been demonstrated the fundamental 
unity of Christianity and democracy.9 PRESIDENT 
HARRY TRUMAN

We are Christian nations, deeply conscious that 
the foundation of all liberty is religious faith.10 PRES-
IDENT DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER

In these last 200 years, we have guided the build-

ing of our Nation and our society by those principles 
and precepts brought to earth nearly 2,000 years ago 
on that first Christmas.11 PRESIDENT LYNDON 
BAINES JOHNSON

Let us remember that as a Christian nation . . . 
that we have a charge and a destiny.12 PRESIDENT 
RICHARD NIXON

Of the many influences that have shaped the 
United States of America into a distinctive Nation 
and people, none may be said to be more funda-
mental and enduring than the Bible.13 PRESIDENT 
RONALD REAGAN

According to Dr. Davis, it would “violate the 
Constitution” to present these, or the hundreds of 
similar statements by our elected presidents, or to tell 
students what our federal and state courts have re-
peatedly declared! Amazing! 

Apparently, Dr. Davis (and the others among 
the growing group of militant so-called “Christian” 
secularists) has not read the Constitution – or even 
the decisions by modern liberal Supreme Courts that 
have held that history cannot be censored simply 
because it is Christian. Nevertheless, Dr. Davis and 
his cohorts have found it a useful tactic to claim that 
something with which they disagree is “unconstitu-
tional.”

We need to stop the use of this ridiculous tactic. 
How? 

FIRST, begin with the wise recommendation of 
Founding Father John Jay:

Every member of the State ought diligently to 
read and to study the constitution of his country. . 
. . By knowing their rights, they will sooner perceive 
when they are violated and be the better prepared to 
defend and assert them.14

SECOND, the next time the Left claims some-
thing is “unconstitutional,” insist that they prove it 
by citing the relevant part of the Constitution.

FINALLY, when the intolerant anti-religious 

bigots try to intimidate Americans from presenting 
an accurate view of American history, let’s make our 
voices heard on talk shows and in letters to the edi-
tors, denouncing their attempt to rewrite American 
history and censor expressions of religious faith.

It’s time for some new voices to be heard in the 
debate – the voices of common sense, well-informed 
citizens who have no agenda but to see the best for our 
great country. It’s time for your voice to be heard!

God Bless! ✞

[1] Abraham Lincoln, The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln, Roy P. Basler, 
editor (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1953), Vol. IV, p. 271, 
First Inaugural Address, March 4, 1861.
[2] “Our Nation, A Product of Christianity,” Springfield Republican, 1884.
[3] Theodore Roosevelt: The Man as I Knew Him, Ferdinand Cowle Iglehart, 
D. D. (New York: The Christian Herald, 1919), pp. 307-311.
[4] Woodrow Wilson, The Papers of Woodrow Wilson, Arthur S. Link, editor 
(Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1977), Vol. 23, p. 20; “An 
Address in Denver on the Bible, May 7, 1911.”
[5] American Presidency Project, “Herbert Hoover: Radio Address to the Na-
tion on Unemployment Relief, October 18, 1931” (at http://www.presidency.
ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=22855).
[6] American Presidency Project, “Franklin D. Roosevelt: Address at Dedication 
of Great Smoky Mountains National Park, September 2nd, 1940” (at http://
www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=16002).
[7] American Presidency Project, “Franklin D. Roosevelt: Statement on the 
Four Hundredth Anniversary of the Printing of the English Bible, October 6th, 
1935” (at http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=14960).
[8] American Presidency Project, “Harry S. Truman: Exchange of Messages 
With Pope Pius XII, August 28, 1947” (at http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/
ws/?pid=12746).
[9] American Presidency Project, “Harry S. Truman: Address at the Lighting of 
the National Community Christmas Tree on the White House Grounds,” De-
cember 24, 1946” (at http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=12569).
[10] American Presidency Project, “Dwight D. Eisenhower: Address Before the 
Council of the Organization of American States, April 12th, 1953” (at http://
www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=9816).
[11] Presidency Project, “Lyndon B. Johnson: Remarks at the Lighting of the 
Nation’s Christmas Tree. December 22, 1963.” (http://www.presidency.ucsb.
edu/ws/?pid=26587).
[12] American Presidency Project, “Richard Nixon: Remarks at the National 
Prayer Breakfast, February 1st, 1972” (at http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/
?pid=3597).
[13] American Presidency Project, “Ronald Reagan: Proclamation 5018 – Year 
of the Bible, 1983, February 3rd, 1983” (http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/
?pid=40728).
[14] John Jay, The Correspondence and Public Papers of John Jay, Henry P. 
Johnston, editor (New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1890), Vol. I, pp. 163-164, 
from his Charge to the Grand Jury of Ulster County, September 9, 1777.
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“Thunderstorm” by Michel Mayerle, Rothrist, AG, Switzerland, www.sxc.hu

“…Look up and lift up 
your heads, because your 
redemption draws near.” 

(Luke 21.28)
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By Don Ruhl 

In 1986, Robert Fulghum published, All I Really 
Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten. It was a sim-
ple, but popular book, which spawned other writings 
with similar titles, but from a different experience 
than kindergarten. 

Here are eleven things we can learn about life 
from Noah’s Ark. 

Do Not Miss the Boat 
Genesis 7 shows the finality of God. God gave 

the earth 120 years to repent, but only Noah’s family 
submitted to God (Gen 7.13–16). 

Once the Lord shut Noah in, the world lost its 
opportunity for salvation. Consequently, right now 
those souls suffer in eternal agony! Second Corinthi-
ans 6 explains that only one chance for salvation exists, 
an that time is now, “For He says: ‘In an acceptable 
time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I 
have helped you.’ Behold, now is the accepted time; 

behold, now is the day of salvation” (2Co 6.2). 
Do not miss the boat on eternal salvation. 

Only Believers Were in the Boat 
Genesis 6 and 7 reveal clearly why God saved 

Noah, “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the 
LORD...Noah was a just man, perfect in his genera-
tions. Noah walked with God” (Gen 6.8, 9). “Thus 
Noah did; according to all that God commanded him, 
so he did. Then the LORD said to Noah, ‘Come into 

All I Really 
Need to Know 
I Learned From 

Noah’s Ark
The Subsiding of the Waters by Thomas Cole (1829) 
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the ark, you and all your household, because I have 
seen that you are righteous before Me in this genera-
tion’” (Gen 6.22–7.1). “And Noah did according to 
all that the LORD commanded him” (Gen 7.5). 

Noah walked with God, because Noah believed 
God, leading him to obey God. 

Plan 
It was not raining when Noah 

built the Ark. Genesis 2 provides evi-
dence that it had never rained before 
the Great Flood (Gen 2.5, 6). 

With that in mind, consider 
Genesis 9, which explains the signifi-
cance of the rainbow. God gave the 
rainbow after the Flood. If there had 
been rainbows before, what would be 
the significance of this sign? “I set My 
rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be 
for the sign of the covenant between 
Me and the earth. It shall be, when I 
bring a cloud over the earth, that the 
rainbow shall be seen in the cloud; 
and I will remember My covenant 
which is between Me and you and ev-
ery living creature of all flesh; the wa-
ters shall never again become a flood 
to destroy all flesh” (Gen 9.13–15). 

Noah planned. 

Stay Fit 
When you are 600 years old, someone may ask 

you to do something really big. First Corinthians 
6 teaches that the Holy Spirit dwells in our bodies. 
How then should we treat the temple of the Holy 
Spirit? (1Co 6.19, 20). 

What do we accomplish if we are strong on key 
doctrines, but weak on self-control and self-discipline 

when it comes to our bodies? Yet, First Timothy 4 
lets us know that another part of our being needs our 
attention more than our bodies, “But reject profane 
and old wives’ fables, and exercise yourself toward 
godliness. For bodily exercise profits a little, but god-
liness is profitable for all things, having promise of 
the life that now is and of that which is to come” (1Ti 
4.7, 8). 

We first see Abraham when he was 75! Moses was 

between 80 and 120 when he accomplished his most 
significant work. John wrote the Book of Revelation 
when in his 90s! Those three kept their bodies in top 
condition for spiritual purposes. 

Because you are finished with the world does not 
mean God is finished with you. 

Do Not Listen to Critics 

Just get on with the job that needs to be done. 
Why do we think no one should criticize us? Why 
do critics think they should criticize without having 
to answer for their criticisms? Second Peter 2.5 says 
Noah preached righteousness. Therefore, he had to 
be around people. That means he was criticized. The 
greater your dream, the greater your critics. The more 
public your work, the more public your critics. In 
every hero story of the Bible, there was an antago-

nist. Nehemiah 4 shows how a man 
dealt with his critics. “Hear, O our 
God, for we are despised; turn their 
reproach on their own heads, and 
give them as plunder to a land of 
captivity! Do not cover their iniquity, 
and do not let their sin be blotted out 
from before You; for they have pro-
voked You to anger before the build-
ers” (Neh 4.3–6). 

Nehemiah did not argue end-
lessly with his critics. He prayed to 
God. 

Build Your Future on God’s 
Promises 

Matthew 24 shows that Noah 
could not listen to man’s promises 
of the future. He focused his atten-
tion on God’s promises. God’s will 
directed that man’s entire life (Matt 

24.37–39). 
Daniel 5 shows that as the days of Belshazzar 

were, so also will the collapse of a company or nation 
be. For as in the days when Belshazzar ate and drank, 
and did not know until the Medes and Persians were 
in his palace and killed him, so also will life change 
dramatically. Belshazzar failed to learn that, “God...
holds your breath in His hand and owns all your 
ways...” (Dan 5.23). 

“Noah descending from Ararat.” by Ivan Aivazovsky (1889)
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For Safety’s Sake, Travel in Pairs 
Ecclesiastes 4.9–12 says it is not good to be alone. 

Noah did not build the ark alone. God did not want 
any animal entering the ark alone. Jesus needed His 
Father and wanted friends. We are not better than 
Noah and Jesus. 

Speed Is Not Always an Advantage 
The tortoises were on board with the cheetahs. 

Being hasty causes problems. The Book of Proverbs 
teaches the problems of being hasty, “For their feet 
run to evil, and they make haste to shed blood” (Pro 
1.16). “Also it is not good for a soul to be without 
knowledge, and he sins who hastens with his feet” 
(Pro 19.2). “An inheritance gained hastily at the be-
ginning will not be blessed at the end” (Pro 20.21). 
“The plans of the diligent lead surely to plenty, but 
those of everyone who is hasty, surely to poverty” (Pro 
21.5). “Do not go hastily to court; for what will you 
do in the end, when your neighbor has put you to 
shame?” (Pro 25.8). “A faithful man will abound with 
blessings, but he who hastens to be rich will not go 
unpunished” (Pro 28.20). “A man with an evil eye 
hastens after riches, and does not consider that pov-
erty will come upon him” (Pro 28.22). “Do you see a 
man hasty in his words? There is more hope for a fool 
than for him” (Pro 29.20). 

It’s not the fast that eat the slow...it’s the diligent 
that eat the negligent. It’s not the belligerent that eat 
the kind...it’s the gentle that eat the rude. It’s not the 
hasty that eat the thinkers...it’s the wise that eat the 
simple. It’s not the busy that eat the sleepers...it’s the 
planners that eat the undirected. 

Each of the animals in the ark made it according 
to his ability. For the way the cheetah lives, speed is 
right. It is not right for the tortoise. God and Noah 
waited for each one. 

Work according to your ability and success is 
yours. 

When You Are Stressed, Float Awhile 
In the ark, Noah and his family could not fight 

or flee. They had to do hard, dull work for over one 
year. Yet, it was necessary for survival. However, they 
were away from the world. What was it like to live in 
a world so corrupt and violent that God destroyed it 
all? Yet, in spite of the daily work on the ark, they had 
relief. Float with Jesus, spending much time in secret 
with Him alone. 

Acts 16 shows that quiet time was important to 
the Greeks. “And on the Sabbath day we went out of 
the city to the riverside, where prayer was customarily 
made; and we sat down and spoke to the women who 
met there” (Acts 16.13). 

Do you have a place like that? 

Amateurs Built the Ark, Professionals 
Built the Titanic 

Experience is not everything. Experience can cre-
ate ruts from which we will not change. Experience 
can produce arrogance that believes one’s ship can 
never be sunk. Do the best you can with what you 
have. 

Psalm 127 promises that if God is with your 
work, it shall prevail. If God is against your project, it 
shall not prevail (Psa 127.1). 

Noah and his family were in the ark for 371 days. 
The ark endured the most violent waters earth has ever 
seen. The ark was only built for one journey. It had no 
power and no steering. The Titanic, with calm seas, 
built for endless voyages through power and steering, 
only lasted partway through its first journey. 

No matter the storm, when you are with God, 
there is always a rainbow waiting 

Dark times in life are like storms. We forget the 
sunshine the day before. You wonder if you will ever 
see the sun again. A Jew wrote Psalm 126 after re-
turning from Babylonian captivity. He learned some-

thing that he wanted to teach us. “Those who sow 
in tears shall reap in joy. He who continually goes 
forth weeping, bearing seed for sowing, shall doubt-
less come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves 
with him” (Psa 126.5, 6). 

You will make it through. Do not give up. 
In First Peter 3, the apostle used the ark to teach 

a lesson about salvation. Peter compared the water 
of Noah’s Flood to something we need for salvation, 
“...in the days of Noah, while the ark was being pre-
pared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved 
through water. There is also an antitype which now 
saves us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of the 
flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward 
God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1Pe 
3.20, 21). 

Have you learned that lesson? The water removed 
the filth of the world in Noah’s day. The water will 
remove the filth from your soul today. ✞
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Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from 

this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php

�editating on 
�he �ook of 

�evelation 

“Paper Texture” (1124483) by Andrew C., Bucharest, ro, Romania, stock.xchng
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Feb 1 Revelation 14.13 
The Second Beatitude in the Book of 

Revelation 

13 Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to 
me, “Write. ‘Blessed are the dead who die…’” The 
first beatitude was, 

Blessed is 
 he who reads and 
 those who hear the words of this prophecy, 

and 
 keep those things which are written in it; 
  for the time is near. 
(Rev 1.3) 

There are five more. Seven beatitudes in a book 
of sevens. A voice from heaven instructed John to 
write the beatitude. The Holy Spirit knew that we 
needed this assurance. Therefore, He commanded 
John to write down the beatitude. The state of bless-
edness is the state of heaven itself. The beatitude is 
upon those who die in the Lord from now on. Those 
who die in the Lord are blessed for these three rea-
sons: They are dying in the Lord; they are resting 
from their labors; their works follow them. They 
were workers for the Lord. He who does not work 
the works of God cannot hope to go to heaven. 
There is no excuse for not doing good works. Good 
works out of the Lord do not save in the end. Not 
all good people are going to heaven, but only good 
people in the Lord. 

Feb 2 Revelation 14.14 
Someone on a White Cloud 

14 Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, 
and on the cloud sat… Why did John say, “Then I 
looked, and behold…” instead of just showing us 
the next vision? John sought to put us in his sandals. 
He wanted us to feel the wonder he felt. For a mo-
ment, we were listening with John to the voice from 
heaven when suddenly another vision appeared and 
John wanted us to feel that suddenness, and the ex-
citement. First, John saw a white cloud. This was a 
time of judgment. Jeremiah 4.13 referred to God 
in judgment against Jerusalem, saying, “he shall 
come up like clouds.” Revelation 1.7 pictured the 
Second Coming of Jesus Christ as “He is coming 
with clouds,” and it will be a time of judgment. Sit-
ting on the cloud, John saw One who looked like 
the Son of Man. John saw Jesus Christ. In the Book 
of Revelation we see Jesus as a heavenly being, but 
this is a reminder that He dwelt among us and if we 
follow Him wherever He leads us, we will end up 
with Him. Two objects caught John’s attention: 
A golden crown on the Son of Man’s head and a 
sharp sickle in the Son of Man’s hand. He is the 
King and He has the authority to act as judge. 

Feb 3 Revelation 14.15, 16 
The Harvest of the Earth 

15, 16 And another angel came out of the tem-
ple, crying with a loud voice to Him who sat on the 
cloud… A second angel appeared. He cried loudly 
to the Son of Man. Jesus signaled the angels when 
to act, but here it was reversed, even as Jesus lowered 
Himself below the angels, and even as in the garden 
of Gethsemane, an angel ministered to Jesus, be-
cause He needed strength. His humility never dies. 
The angel instructed Jesus, “Thrust in Your sickle 
and reap,” because the time for reaping had come. 
The Father knew what He was waiting for. This was 
in answer to the prayers of 6.9–11. Souls in heaven 
wondered when God would judge the wicked. The 
Book of Revelation shows that God does everything 
within His own time frame. The harvest of the earth 
was ripe. We may not know when that time is, but 
we must have faith, knowing that God knows ex-
actly when that time is fulfilled. 

Revelation 14.9–13
Beast’s or Blest’s?

Beast’s or Blest’s?
He who worships the beast gets no rest.
Those who die in the Lord get the best.
 Most accept the beast’s mark.
 Few are like Joan of Arc.
Be advised not to under-invest.
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Feb 4 Revelation 14.17 
Another Harvest 

17 Then another angel came out of the temple… 
An angel came from the temple in heaven, which 
is where the altar is that covers the souls crying out 
to God for judgment. This angel had a sharp sickle. 
Angels are involved in the harvest judgment. In the 
Parable of the Tares in Matthew 13.24–30, 36–43, 
Jesus explained that the reapers in the story are an-
gels. Angels greeted Lazarus upon his death and 
took him to paradise. 

Feb 5 Revelation 14.18 
The Harvest of the Vine 

18 And another angel came out from the altar, 
who had power over fire… This angel came right out 
from the altar; this was the very place of the souls 
under the altar in Revelation 6. The altar is where 
fire is, so, this angel had the power of fire. Angels 
with fire wreak havoc. This angel cried loudly to 
the preceding angel that he was to harvest also. This 
harvest was different than the one the Son of Man 
did. Here grapes were harvested, because the grapes 
were ripe. This is a carefully orchestrated judgment. 
God does not act arbitrarily, but according to a set 
plan. He does not judge when He has lost His tem-
per and “flies off the handle.” 

Feb 6 Revelation 14.19 
The Vine Suffered 

19 So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth 
and… The harvested grapes were put into the great 
winepress of the wrath of God. What is a winepress? 
It is where the grapes are squashed to extract the 
juice from the grapes. In the process, the grapes are 
destroyed. Joel 3 uses this same language, 

“Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. 
Come, go down; 
For the winepress is full, 
The vats overflow—
For their wickedness is great.” 
(Joel 3.13) 

Isaiah 63.1–6 is vivid in showing us that we are 
to think of a man treading in the winepress, but not 
grapes, rather people. 
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Feb 7 Revelation 14.20 
The Abundance of the Blood 

20 And the winepress was trampled outside the 
city… The winepress was trampled outside the city. 
The city is the spiritual city of God, spiritual Jeru-
salem, which is the church. Certain Old Testament 
offerings were made outside Jerusalem, and Jesus 
suffered outside the gates of the city of Jerusalem, 
because He was carrying the load of sin. “For the 
bodies of those animals, whose blood is brought 
into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are 
burned outside the camp. Therefore Jesus also, that 
He might sanctify the people with His own blood, 
suffered outside the gate” (Heb 13.11, 12). There-
fore, this judgment against sin took place outside 
the city of God. Blood, not grape juice, came out of 
the winepress. The grapes represented people. The 
blood was as deep as a horses’ bridle! It spread out 
for 1,600 furlongs! Using one gallon to represent 
the blood in one human and 183.5 miles for 1,600 
furlongs, that was the radius from the city, that 
would be 51 billion gallons or 51 billion people. 
When God pours out His wrath it is complete and 
without mercy. God is not turned away by the sight 
of blood. Hebrews 10 is not fooling when it says, “It 
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God” (Heb 10.31). Or as Hebrews 12 proclaims, 
“For our God is a consuming fire” (Heb 12.29). 

There are only two sides. Which one are you on? 
Which one do you want to be on? 

Victory Over the Beast 
Who shall not fear the Lord? 

Feb 8 Revelation 15 

John showed us two dreadful beasts in Revela-
tion 13. He also showed that the world would won-
der at the power of the beasts. The world received 
a mark, showing its loyalty to the Roman beasts. 
Then John showed the Lamb of God in Revelation 
14. We saw 144,000 (plus an innumerable multi-
tude from chapter 7) with the Lamb and they were 
singing a new song and they had the mark of God. 
John also showed us the wrath of God upon those 
who worshiped the Roman beast and whose names 
are not written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. God’s 
wrath is: 

unmixed with mercy, 
poured out full strength into the cup of His 
indignation, 
to be tormented with fire and brimstone, 
in the presence of the holy angels and of the 
Lamb, 
smoking torment that lasts forever and ever, 
and 
allows no rest day or night. 

John saw that God’s wrath is like being tram-
pled in God’s winepress. The Book of Revelation is 
not over. 

•
•

•
•

•

•

Feb 9 Revelation 15.1 
A Great and Marvelous Sign 

1 Then I saw another sign in heaven… Re-
member that this is a Book of signs. No one can 
interpret the Book of Revelation literally, because 
it is not intended to be taken literally. The sight of 
this sign was even more magnificent than the previ-
ous ones, for it was great and marvelous. This sign 
was great and marvelous because it represented the 
completion of the wrath of God against the oppres-
sive Roman Empire. Seven angels had the seven last 
plagues. Are these the last plagues for earth or the 
Roman empire? The vision has been about Rome. 
The end of earth will come suddenly, whereas these 
plagues were a progression of events. Chapter 16 
makes it apparent that these were the last plagues 
for the Rome Empire. In these seven plagues, the 
wrath of God was complete. Seven is a number of 
completion and perfection, fitting the symbolism of 
the Book of Revelation. 

More on Revelation 15.1

Consider the fact that the wrath of God 
is complete. When God does something 
He does it thorough and sufficient. This 
is also true of His wrath, it He carries out 
perfectly and appropriately. Therefore, 
wisdom, “gives place to wrath,” as Paul 
teaches in Romans 12.19–21. 
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Feb 10 Revelation 15.2 
A Sea of Glass 

2 And I saw something like a sea of glass mingled 
with fire… Look at a sea made of glass and there is 
fire mingled with it. Glass is made with fire. There 
are those who withstand the fires of tribulation and 
they come out as beautiful as a sea of glass, stand-
ing on it in the end. Paul wrote in First Corinthians 
3.11–15 of the fire that we all endure and that our 
works endure. If you endure the fires of this life, 
what shall you get? Listen to the Holy Spirit as He 
moved John to write Revelation 15.2–4. Look at the 
picture in Revelation 15.2 further. The symbol John 
wants us to see was that of a sea, but not of water, 
rather it was of glass, flat and shiny. See fire mixed 
with the glass. There was something on the sea of 
fiery glass. It was a large gathering of people. They 
were those who have the victory over the beast, 
over his image, over his mark, and over the num-
ber of his name. They were Christians who refused 
to bow before the Roman beast and paid for it with 
their lives. They had harps of God, because they 
were ready to make music to God. They had a good 
reason for doing so. They had been through the 
fierce fire of Roman persecution, then they get to 
do something that is of supreme pleasure. This is a 
peaceful image, and certainly does not seem to fit 
one who has just been in battle. However, when 
people follow the Lamb wherever He goes, their 
victory is total and complete over their enemies, 
in this case the beast, so it makes sense that they 
have harps of God while standing on a sea of glass 
mingled with fire after having done battle with the 
ferocious beast of the Roman Empire. 

Feb 11 Revelation 15.3, 4 
They Sing a Song 

3, 4 They sing the song of Moses, the servant of 
God, and the song of the Lamb, saying… With their 
harps, they get to sing! They gained a great victory 
over a terrible enemy and their celebration comes 
out naturally in singing. Sing and rejoice! We do not 
have to wait until heaven to sing and rejoice, but let 
our singing reflect our joy now. Are you not fighting 
battles against your sin? Is not the world assaulting 
you? Sing with your whole heart! The Saints in Rev-
elation 15 sang the song of Moses and of the Lamb. 
Exodus 15.1–18 records the song of Moses, and its 
nature is similar to the song here. It is also the song 

of the Lamb, because He is the leader and Christians 
overcome the beasts they fight through the blood of 
the Lamb. Therefore, we praise and worship Him in 
song. Here is the beauty of this song. The Israelites 
did not confront the beast of Rome, yet, they were 
present on the fiery sea of glass, that is why it is also 
the song of Moses. Likewise, we have not stood up 
to the sea-beast of Rome, but we stand up to other 
beasts, and even as ancient Israelites are there, so we 
will be also! In the song, they glorified the works of 
God (v. 3b), because they are great and marvelous, 
even as John said that this sign (v. 1) was great and 
marvelous. 

More on Revelation 15.2

Standing on the fiery sea of glass are those who have total victory over the beast and everything associated with 
him. 

Fire is often used in Scripture as a symbol of persecution and tribulation. 

First Corinthians 3.11–15 assures every Christian that times of spiritual fire will come our way, but the Book of 
Revelation shows the glory that comes from enduring those fires of persecution. 

Jesus used fire as a picture of persecution in Matthew 13.20, 21 in His explanation of the Parable of the Sower.

Peter indicated that our faith will be tested by fire, meaning tribulation (1Pe 1.7). 

Here in Revelation 15 these people were victorious over the beast, meaning that they had conflict with the beast, 
and fire symbolized that conflict. 

Some of the saints, we know from history, actually suffered literal fire as they were burned for their faith. 

Brethren, as we go through our trials, at times it will seem like we are being burned at the stake, but remember 
that someday you will be like these saints who fought the beast of Rome, standing on a fiery sea of glass with harps 
in your hands before the throne of God singing praises to Him. 
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Feb 12 Revelation 15.3, 4 
They Sing a Song 

3, 4 They sing the song of Moses, the servant of 
God, and the song of the Lamb, saying… One of 
God’s great and marvelous works is the victory He 
gives over evil. When we stand up against a mighty 
enemy, and come out victorious, we credit God. 
They glorified God because His ways are just and 
true. The beast was corrupt and false. In a battle 
between corruption and falsehood against justice 
and truth, the justice and truth of God always win! 
Therefore do not lose heart, but be patient, obey 
the commands of God, and live for the faith of Je-
sus Christ. Therefore, the question of verse 4 makes 
sense. Who is the one who will not fear and glorify 
God? Who would be so foolish as not to fear and 
glorify Him? Do they not know God? As saints sang 
in explanation, God should be feared and glorified 
because He alone is holy, all nations shall come and 
worship before Him, and His judgments have been 
manifested. Remember in Revelation 14.7, that an 
angel flew through heaven, with the everlasting gos-
pel, saying with a loud voice, “Fear God and give glo-
ry to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; 
and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the 
sea and springs of water” (Rev 14.7). Besides, glori-
fying God is our ultimate aim anyway. What we will 
do on the fiery sea of glass is simply a continuation 
of what our lives should be like, “Therefore, whether 
you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the 
glory of God” (1Co 10.31). 

Feb 13 Revelation 15.5, 6 
Angels Came Out of the Open Temple 

5 After these things I looked, and behold, the 
temple of the tabernacle of the testimony… God 
continued to reveal the activities of heaven. The 
temple opened. In verse 1, John told us about these 
angels. Now, we see them again, because the time 
was right for the wrath of God to begin on the beast. 
The 7 angels had the 7 plagues. They were clothed in 
pure bright linen, like a beautiful woman we will see 
later. Their chests were girded with golden bands, 
like the glorified Jesus in chapter 1. 

Feb 14 Revelation 15.7 
A Living Creature Gave the Angels 

Something 

7 Then one of the four living creatures gave to the 
seven angels… God ordered one of the living crea-
tures to give these special angels, bowls full of His 
wrath. He would unleash His wrath in successive 
stages. The golden bowls were full of the wrath of 
God, because He gave to the beast the full measure 
of wrath that it deserved. God is the One who lives 
forever and ever, not the beast. The beast thought 
that he was a god, having forgotten that his number 
is only 666, falling short of the perfection of God-
hood, who would use 7 angels with 7 plagues in 7 
bowls to pour out His perfect “7ish” wrath, because 
God is 777. 

Revelation 15.1
The First and Final Songs

Final Concert
Glassy sea, harpists play near the shore.
Songs of Mo’ and the Lamb, their en-core.
 Unbelievers and dregs
 will get seven last plagues.
No more saved, not at least ’til it’s o’er.
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Feb 15 Revelation 15.8 
Smoke in the Temple 

8 The temple was filled with smoke from the 
glory of God… Stand back! Smoke from the glory 
and power of God is filling the temple! The great 
man Moses could not enter the Tabernacle when the 
smoke of God’s glory filled it. In fact, the smoke of 
God’s glory and power is so awesome, that no one 
in heaven was able to enter the temple! How long 
would the smoke last? It would last until the plagues 
were completed. Therefore, the time to intercede for 
Rome had ended. That is why no one could enter 
the temple on Rome’s behalf. No, it was time for the 
angels to release the plagues of God. God is exceed-
ingly patient, but His patience is not endless. Do 
not push God beyond His patience, for once that 
time arrives, it is too late for redemption. 

Be saved today! Stand up to the evil forces of 
this world now! Suffer anything for our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. Do not fear the enemy. Fear 
God and Him alone. 

The Bowls of Wrath (Part 1) 
The wrath of God was poured out 

Feb 16 Revelation 16 

The vision of Revelation 16, began at 15.1, 
“Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and mar-
velous: seven angels having the seven last plagues, 
for in them the wrath of God is complete” (Rev 
15.1). Before those angels poured out those plagues, 
God wanted to show John something else. John saw 
the saints who were victorious over the beast and ev-
erything for which the beast stood. John saw them 
on a sea of glass that was mingled with fire and with 
harps of God, they sang the Song of Moses and the 
Song of the Lamb. The song praised God for His 
works. Next, John saw the seven angels again and 
they were coming out of the temple in heaven. One 
of the four living creatures gave the angels seven 
golden bowls full of God’s wrath. When that was 
done, the smoke of God’s glory and power filled the 
temple, for He was ready to carry out a great action 
against the beast. This is where Revelation 16 picks 
up the story. 

Feb 17 Revelation 16.1, 2 
The First Bowl of Wrath 

1, 2 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple 
saying to the seven angels… Smoke from God’s glo-
ry and power filled the temple, because God was in 
the temple. The voice in the temple was the voice 
of God, ordering the angels to pour out the bowls 
of wrath. The first angel went out with his golden 
bowl. The first bowl of wrath became a sore upon 
the men who followed the beast. This was like one of 
the plagues upon Egypt. Men suffered in the body. 

More on Revelation 15.8

The smoke of God’s glory was a phenomenon in the 
days of Moses (Exo 19.18; 40.34, 35). According to First 
Kings 8.10 it also happened when Solomon dedicated the 
temple that he built for God. Smoke and God’s anger are 
often associated together in Scripture (Pss 18.8; 74.1). All 
these pictures come together in Revelation 15:8 as we see 
the actual temple in heaven and the pouring out of God’s 
wrath. 
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Feb 18 Revelation 16.3 
The Second Bowl of Wrath 

3 Then the second angel poured out his bowl on 
the sea… The second angel went out with his gold-
en bowl. These bowls of wrath were for the followers 
of the beast, which had arisen from the sea, and the 
sea was the peoples of the earth. The Roman Empire 
grew out of the leftovers of the preceding empires, 
Persia, Greece, and Babylon. Therefore, the origin of 
the beast felt God’s wrath. The sea became blood as 
of a dead man, as when God through Moses turned 
the waters of Egypt into blood. Every living creature 
in the sea died. The great image of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream was beginning to fall. 

Feb 19 Revelation 16.4–7 
The Third Bowl of Wrath 

4–7 Then the third angel poured out his bowl 
on the rivers and springs of water… The third angel 
went out with his golden bowl, pouring out the con-
tents on the rivers and springs of water. The second 
bowl of wrath was poured out upon the sea, the salt 
water. This angel poured out his bowl on the wa-
ter of the land, or the fresh water. Like the sea, the 
fresh water became blood. Water is one of the great 
sources of life. If it turns to blood, life cannot con-
tinue, bringing the beast to an end. The angel of the 
waters declared why the water was turned to blood. 
Number one, the Lord is righteous. He is the One 

who is and who was and who is to be. He showed 
His righteousness by judging these things. Number 
two, the people of the beast shed the blood of saints 
and prophets. Rome was bloody in persecuting the 
church. Christians were thrown into the Coliseum 
to be torn apart by soldiers and lions. Many were 
crucified; others suffered violent deaths, all for be-
lieving the same things that we believe. Number 
three, they were given blood to drink. Remember 
6.9–11. Revelation 16 is the answer, that at the right 
time God took vengeance on the Roman Empire. 
Number four, it was their just due. God makes us 
all reap what we have sown, whether it is good or 
bad. This is true for nations. The Roman Empire 
sowed the blood of saints and prophets. The Empire 
reaped its own blood. Another from the altar con-
firmed the testimony of the angel of the waters. Lest 
there is any doubt on our part there is a second wit-
ness from heaven, confirming the truthfulness and 
righteousness of the judgments of God. 
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Feb 20 Revelation 16.8, 9 
The Fourth Bowl of Wrath 

8, 9 Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl 
on the sun… The fourth angel went out with his 
golden bowl, pouring it out on the sun. The earth 
that men walked upon, the sea upon which they 
sailed, and the water which they drank all felt the 
wrath of God. Then the sky turned against them 
with the burning of the sun. Great heat sought to 
purge them of sin, but they refused to be purged of 
their sins. They did not care what they suffered, they 
just wanted to continue to live in their sin. Rather 
than repenting look at what they did. They blas-
phemed the name of God. They should have turned 
to God, but they were hardened against Him, just 
like Pharaoh. They did not repent. It did not occur 
to them that they should even change their lives. 
They did not see that they were suffering for their 
sin. They refused to give God glory. To them the 
purpose of life was not to glorify God, but to be 
glorified and to enjoy pleasure. 

Feb 21 Revelation 16.10, 11 
The Fifth Bowl of Wrath 

10, 11 Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl 
on the throne of the beast… The fifth angel went 
out with his golden bowl, pouring it out upon the 
throne of the beast. The beast’s kingdom became 
full of darkness. The royal authority of the beast 
was darkened, no longer providing the light that the 
government should. The awesome political power 
of the Roman Empire was affected by the wrath of 
God, so much so that eventually the political ma-
chinery of the Roman Empire ceased to be. Men 
gnawed their tongues because of the pain, as a dog 
gnaws on a bone. They had built their faith in the 
beast, the policies and power of the Roman Empire, 
and so when the beast suffered a fatal wound the 
people lost all hope. He who lives by faith in God 
through Jesus Christ does not depend upon govern-
mental politics, but knows that God is over all and 
that He is responsible for all good. Verse 11 showed 
that they did not change. They still blasphemed 
God because of their pain and their sores, showing 

the stubbornness of their ways, just as verse 9 in the 
fourth bowl showed people not repenting and glo-
rifying God, but blaspheming Him because of their 
suffering. They absolutely refused to repent of their 
deeds. Sin brought enough pleasure that the sinners 
of Rome refused to give it up. 

Prepare yourself to meet God. I do not believe 
that anyone wants to receive a bowl of wrath from 
an angel of God. Avoiding such a fate is what Jesus 
is all about. Do you know what to do to be saved? 

More on Revelation 16.8, 9

Revelation 16.8, 9 shows the power of sin to run a person’s life in spite of horrible suffering. Romans 6 explains further why people con-
tinue in sin, although they suffer for it, such as a homosexual suffering AIDS. We think that normal thinking people would stop, but that is 
failing to understand the powerful dominating forces of sin, so that even a rebuke from God, does not stop a sinner. Just look at yourself. You 
know what the Bible says, yet, there are sins that you have a very difficult time overcoming. It is not because you are mentally ill, but sin is a 
king and it seeks total rule over your life. Paul wrote Romans 6.12–14, using these very images of sin as a king. Revelation 16.9 is an excellent 
example of people who let sin reign in their bodies so that they should obey its lusts, rather than obeying God. This all seems like odd behav-
ior to us, so we week psychological explanations, placing labels on people because it makes us comfortable, giving us a handle on the situation 
or on the problem person. We can more easily write them off by giving a psychological category to them, but this is failing to see people with 
the eyes of God. The Scriptures show us how God looks at people and their behavior. Let us learn to see things as God does. 
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The Bowls of Wrath (Part 2) 
Revelation 16 

Feb 22 Revelation 16.12–16 

12 Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on 
the great river Euphrates… The sixth angel went 
out with his golden bowl. The Euphrates was a great 
barrier, which hindered the kings of the East from 
gathering for the battle of the great day of God. 
Revelation 9.14 showed that the sixth trumpet of 
judgment revealed four angels bound at the great 
river Euphrates, and with the blowing of the trum-
pet they were released to kill a third of mankind. 
With this bowl, the water dried up. The Euphrates 
no longer served as a barrier, but would allow free 
movement from the East. Rivers had been dried up 
before for God’s people. When Israel crossed the 
Red Sea; when Joshua and Israel crossed the Jor-
dan River; when Elijah and Elisha crossed the Jor-
dan River; and later Elisha crossed the Jordan Riv-
er again. This prepared the way of the kings from 
the East. Later, John will introduce us to Babylon, 
which was east of Jerusalem. Babylon is a symbol 
for Rome and Jerusalem is a symbol for the church. 
Therefore, the Euphrates represented a barrier that 
prevented Rome from attacking the church further 
or fully. However, with this bowl that barrier was 
removed, so that a new Babylon, which would be 
another form of Rome, was enabled to attack the 
church. That may not sound like a judgment against 
the beast, but it was because it allowed the beast and 
his partners to gather together for their own slaugh-
ter at Armageddon, which John will show shortly, 
and that occupies the next couple of chapters. 

Feb 23 Revelation 16.13, 14 
Unclean Spirits Led the Way 

13, 14 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs 
coming out of the mouth of the dragon… An un-
clean spirit is a demon devoted to sin. They looked 
like frogs, which were unclean according to the 
standards of the Law of Moses (Lev 11.9–12). God 
used an unclean creature to symbolize the unclean 
spiritual nature of these spirits. The origins of the 
unclean spirits were the mouth of the dragon, the 
mouth of the beast, and the mouth of the false 
prophet. The false prophet was either the land-beast, 
which was the religious part of pagan Rome, or the 
new form of Rome that came up later, which was 
also religious in nature, or both. Coming out of the 
mouths of this unholy 
trinity indicates that 
the demons did their 
work through what 
was spoken. They 
teach false and decep-
tive doctrines. These 
three gathered forces 
for the battle against 
God and His people 
and they deceived the 
kings by means of a 
message. The message 
was unclean, as rep-
resented by the frogs. 
This is the power of 
false doctrine, wheth-
er spoken by secular or 
religious sources. This 
new Rome would be 
satanic in origin, but 

be like ancient Rome, and have a strong element of 
religion. Unclean spirits or demons were associated 
with false religion. The false religion does not have 
to look Satanic, but can look very “Christian.” Re-
member that the devil is the chief deceiver, making 
wickedness look righteous. Look at the work of these 
demons. They worked with the dragon (the devil), 
the beast (godless government), and the false proph-
et (false religion). They performed signs, showing 
their capacity to work within religious, sometimes 
even so-called “Christian,” boundaries. They at-
tempted to make their work look miraculous, giv-
ing their deceptions more power. They led the kings 
of the whole world, of which Rome exerted a great 
influence, to join in their quest. They led the kings 
of the whole world to the battle of that great day of 
God Almighty. 
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Feb 24 Revelation 16.15 
The Third Beatitude of the Book of 

Revelation 

15 “Behold, I am coming as a thief…” Sud-
denly, Jesus added the third beatitude of the Book 
of Revelation. The sixth bowl of wrath initially 
did not appear to be a bowl of wrath. Yet, it is be-
cause just when God’s enemies think that they have 
gained the upper hand, that is when He surprises 
them and wipes them out. Jesus is coming as a thief. 
In Revelation 3.3, Jesus warned the church in 
Sardis that if they did not repent, He would 
come upon them as a thief. The promise to the 
Sardis church did not seem to be a reference to 
the Second Coming of Christ, but a reference 
to His coming in judgment against the Sardis 
church. The last Judgment is not the only time 
that Jesus judges, because the terminology that 
is often used for the Second Coming can also 
refer to other judgments. What about Revela-
tion 16.15? Is it the Second Coming of Christ, 
or judgment on Rome? It depends on whether 
you believe pagan or new Rome is described. 
If it is the Second Coming of Christ, the judg-
ment on Rome cannot be pagan Rome, but 
a different form of Rome that we have yet to see 
in the Book of Revelation. It is possible that this 
prophecy is against pagan Rome, which has already 
happened, and against the second Rome, which has 
not happened yet, that is, its defeat by the judgment 
of Christ has not happened yet. However, for the 
followers of the Lamb, His coming is a blessing. 
Blessed is he who watches. Not watches the news 
to see how worldly events supposedly point to the 
return of Christ, but watches by being prepared in 

the spirit by righteousness. Blessed is he who keeps 
his garments. Otherwise a man will walk naked, 
and people will see his shame. The enemies of the 
church do not keep their garments. Therefore, their 
true selves will be revealed and it will be a shame to 
them. 

Feb 25 Revelation 16.16 
Armageddon 

16 And they gathered them together to the place 
called… This word only occurs here in the Bible. 
It is another way of referring to Megiddo. Remem-
ber that the Book of Revelation is a book of signs. 
A carnal war is not going to be fought in the lit-
eral place called Megiddo. God again used a sign to 
help the reader understand a great spiritual truth. 
Megiddo represents a place of many significant bat-

tles. Joshua killed the king of Megiddo. Barak 
defeated the Canaanites northeast of Megiddo. 
Gideon began to defeat the Midianites just east 
of Megiddo. Saul and Jonathan were killed 
southeast of Megiddo. King Ahaziah of Judah 
died at Megiddo. King Josiah of Judah was 
also killed at Megiddo. Great mourning is as-
sociated with Megiddo in Zechariah 12.11 and 
Second Chronicles 35.24, 25. Armageddon is 
a battle in the spirit where the forces of God 
and the forces of the dragon meet. Although 
the church is small, as in the case of Gideon, 
God shall give us victory. 

Revelation 16.1
First Six Vials Insufficient

Vials Generate Denials
First six angels each poured out their vials
of God’s wrath, generating denials.
 As with Pharaoh, ten plagues
 couldn’t change the earth’s dregs.
Must be they were not Biblio-philes.
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Feb 26 Revelation 16.17–21 
The Seventh Bowl of Wrath 

17 Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl 
into the air… The seventh angel went out with his 
golden bowl. Then the 18th loud voice in the Book 
of Revelation announced that it was done. The voice 
came from the temple of heaven, meaning that it 
came from the throne. God was announcing, “It 
is done!,” completing the wrath of God upon the 
beast, or the Roman Empire. 

Feb 27 Revelation 16.18 
The Reaction of Creation 

18 And there were noises and thunderings and 
lightnings… Noises, thunderings, and lightnings, 
are large and spectacular displays of power. We have 
see and heard these before. In 4.5, John wrote that 
from the throne proceeded lightnings, thunder-
ings, and voices. In 8.5, the seventh seal was ended 
when an angel took fire from the heavenly altar and 
threw fire to the earth, with the result, that there 
were noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earth-
quake. 11.19 showed the seventh trumpet ending 
in much the same say, with lightnings, noises, thun-
derings, an earthquake, and great hail. Then the sev-
enth bowl ended the same way! When God moves 
against His enemies, there are great reactions in 
heaven, such as the temple filling with smoke, and 
there are great reactions on earth, such as I have just 
repeated. John noted further that there was a great 
earthquake, greater than any previous earthquake. 
When the statue in the dream of Nebuchadnezzar 
fell it would cause such an earthquake. The Roman 
Empire represented by that image was the last of the 
four to fall and the earth felt it. 

Feb 28 Revelation 16.19 
The Destruction of the Great 

Earthquake 

19 Now the great city was divided into three 
parts, and the cities of the nations fell… The earth-
quake caused the great city to divide into three parts. 
Moreover, the cities of the nations fell, because they 
were dependent on Rome. Great Babylon was re-
membered before God. Babylon is a spiritual way of 
referring to Rome, but at this point John began to 
include a new form of Rome. Pagan Rome had been 
John’s main concern, but in time Pagan Rome fell 
and another Rome arose in the former Rome’s place. 
God remembered her by giving her the cup of the 
wine of the fierceness of His wrath. Do not fear the 
awesome power of our enemies. ✞

Revelation 16.17
Final Vial/Bowl of Wrath

The Seventh Bowl
 
Seventh bowl poured on Satan’s domain.
Earthquakes, hailstones from heaven did rain.
 Jru-slem split in three parts,
 while those Bab-lon upstarts
cursed the Lord, screaming “He’s inhumane”.
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The Story of the Bible By Steve Lloyd

Lesson 11: The Passover 
Exodus 12 

1 Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron 
in the land of Egypt, saying, 2 “This month shall 
be your beginning of months; it shall be the first 
month of the year to you. 3 Speak to all the congre-
gation of Israel, saying: “On the tenth of this month 
every man shall take for himself a lamb, according 
to the house of his father, a lamb for a household. 
4 And if the household is too small for the lamb, 
let him and his neighbor next to his house take it 
according to the number of the persons; according 
to each man’s need you shall make your count for 
the lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a 
male of the first year. You may take it from the sheep 
or from the goats. 6 Now you shall keep it until the 
fourteenth day of the same month. Then the whole 
assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at 
twilight. 7 And they shall take some of the blood 
and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of 
the houses where they eat it. 8 Then they shall eat 
the flesh on that night; roasted in fire, with unleav-
ened bread and with bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9 
Do not eat it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but 
roasted in fire—its head with its legs and its entrails. 
10 You shall let none of it remain until morning, 
and what remains of it until morning you shall burn 
with fire. 11 And thus you shall eat it: with a belt 
on your waist, your sandals on your feet, and your 
staff in your hand. So you shall eat it in haste. It is 

the LORD’s Passover. 
12 “For I will pass 
through the land of 
Egypt on that night, 
and will strike all the 
firstborn in the land 
of Egypt, both man 
and beast; and against 
all the gods of Egypt I 
will execute judgment: 
I am the LORD. 13 
Now the blood shall 
be a sign for you on 
the houses where you 
are. And when I see 
the blood, I will pass 
over you; and the 
plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I 
strike the land of Egypt. 14 “So this day shall be to 
you a memorial; and you shall keep it as a feast to 
the LORD throughout your generations. You shall 
keep it as a feast by an everlasting ordinance. 15 
Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread. On the 
first day you shall remove leaven from your houses. 
For whoever eats leavened bread from the first day 
until the seventh day, that person shall be cut off 
from Israel. 16 On the first day there shall be a holy 
convocation, and on the seventh day there shall be a 

holy convocation for you. No manner of work shall 
be done on them; but that which everyone must 
eat—that only may be prepared by you. 17 So you 
shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread, for on 
this same day I will have brought your armies out of 
the land of Egypt. Therefore you shall observe this 
day throughout your generations as an everlasting 
ordinance. 18 In the first month, on the fourteenth 
day of the month at evening, you shall eat unleav-
ened bread, until the twenty-first day of the month 
at evening. 19 For seven days no leaven shall be 
found in your houses, since whoever eats what is 
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leavened, that same person shall be cut off from the 
congregation of Israel, whether he is a stranger or 
a native of the land. 20 You shall eat nothing leav-
ened; in all your dwellings you shall eat unleavened 
bread.’ ” 

21 Then Mo-
ses called for all 
the elders of Israel 
and said to them, 
“Pick out and 

take lambs 
for yourselves 
according to 
your families, 
and kill the 
Passover lamb. 
22 And you 
shall take a 
bunch of hys-
sop, dip it in 
the blood that 
is in the basin, and strike the lintel and the two 
doorposts with the blood that is in the basin. 
And none of you shall go out of the door of his 
house until morning. 23 For the LORD will 
pass through to strike the Egyptians; and when 
He sees the blood on the lintel and on the two 
doorposts, the LORD will pass over the door 
and not allow the destroyer to come into your 
houses to strike you. 24 And you shall observe 
this thing as an ordinance for you and your sons 
forever. 25 It will come to pass when you come 
to the land which the LORD will give you, just 

as He promised, that you shall keep this service. 
26 And it shall be, when your children say to you, 
“What do you mean by this service?’ 27 that you 
shall say, “It is the Passover sacrifice of the LORD, 
who passed over the houses of the children of Israel 
in Egypt when He struck the Egyptians and deliv-
ered our households.’ ” So the people bowed their 
heads and worshiped. 28 Then the children of Israel 
went away and did so; just as the LORD had com-
manded Moses and Aaron, so they did. 

29 And it came to pass at midnight that the 
LORD struck all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, 

Death of the Pharaoh’s Firstborn Son, Laurens Alma Tadema, 1862

The Ten Plagues:

Exodus 7.14–25, Waters turned to Blood

Exodus 8.18–15, Frogs

Exodus 8.16–18, Lice

Exodus 8.20–30, Flies

Exodus 9.1–7, Disease of livestock

Exodus 9.8–12, Boils

Exodus 9.13–35, Hail

Exodus 10.1–20, Locust

Exodus 10.21–29, Darkness

Exodus 11.1–12.36, Death of the firstborn

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.
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from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne 
to the firstborn of the captive who was in the dun-
geon, and all the firstborn of livestock. 30 So Pha-
raoh rose in the night, he, all his servants, and all the 
Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt, for 
there was not a house where there was not one dead. 

31 Then he called for Moses and Aaron by 
night, and said, “Rise, go out from among my 
people, both you and the children of Israel. And go, 
serve the LORD as you have said. 32 Also take your 
flocks and your herds, as you have said, and be gone; 
and bless me also.” 33 And the Egyptians urged the 
people, that they might send them out of the land 
in haste. For they said, “We shall all be dead.” 34 So 
the people took their dough before it was leavened, 
having their kneading bowls bound up in their 
clothes on their shoulders. 35 Now the children of 
Israel had done according to the word of Moses, and 
they had asked from the Egyptians articles of silver, 
articles of gold, and clothing. 36 And the LORD 
had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyp-
tians, so that they granted them what they request-
ed. Thus they plundered the Egyptians. 

37 Then the children of Israel journeyed from 
Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand 
men on foot, besides children. 38 A mixed mul-
titude went up with them also, and flocks and 

herds—a great 
deal of livestock. 
39 And they 
baked unleav-
ened cakes of the 
dough which they 
had brought out 
of Egypt; for it 
was not leavened, 
because they were 
driven out of 
Egypt and could 
not wait, nor had 
they prepared 
provisions for 
themselves. 

40 Now the 
sojourn of the children of Israel who lived in Egypt 
was four hundred and thirty years. 41 And it came 
to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty 
years—on that very same day—it came to pass that 
all the armies of the LORD went out from the land 
of Egypt. 42 It is a night of solemn observance to 
the LORD for bringing them out of the land of 
Egypt. This is that night of the LORD, a solemn 
observance for all the children of Israel throughout 
their generations. 

43 And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 
“This is the ordinance of the Passover: No for-
eigner shall eat it. 44 But every man’s servant who 
is bought for money, when you have circumcised 
him, then he may eat it. 45 A sojourner and a hired 
servant shall not eat it. 46 In one house it shall be 
eaten; you shall not carry any of the flesh outside 
the house, nor shall you break one of its bones. 
47 All the congregation of Israel shall keep it. 48 
And when a stranger dwells with you and wants to 
keep the Passover to the LORD, let all his males be 
circumcised, and then let him come near and keep 

The Israelites Leaving Egypt, Johann Heiss
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Questions:

What is the significance of the Passover?

What did the Israelites do in observance of the Passover?

With what plague was it associated?

How did the Egyptians react? (12.33ff)

Read First Corinthians 5.6, 8. What does Paul say about 
Christ? What does it mean?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

The Last Supper, Leonardo DaVinci

it; and he shall be as a native of the land. For no 
uncircumcised person shall eat it. 49 One law 
shall be for the native-born and for the stranger 
who dwells among you.” 

50 Thus all the children of Israel did; as the 
LORD commanded Moses and Aaron, so they 
did. 51 And it came to pass, on that very same 
day, that the LORD brought the children of Israel 
out of the land of Egypt according to their armies 
(Exo 12.1–51). ✞
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And He said to them, 
“Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?” 

(Luke 2.49) 

Our Father’s Business
Leadership – Proverbs 13.4

How do you react to situations? 

People were not very good to Jesus. They misunderstood Him, were not thankful toward 
Him, and rejected Him. Yet, He never became bitter. To Him, obstacles were opportunities. 
“Who can this be?” “No man ever spoke like this man!” were some of the things said about 
Him. He handled situations differently than anyone ever had. 

We can imitate Him, that is why we are His disciples. We learn from Him how to deal 
with life, which includes how to deal with situations in which we are not in control, because 
truly, “...people are known not by how they act when they’re in control, but by how they react 
when things are beyond their control” (John Maxwell). 

Our reactions show our Christianity, or perhaps the lack of it. How then do you react 
when someone criticizes you? In all that you do and in all that happens to you, remember the 
example of the Lord Jesus Christ, for you  follow in His footsteps. 

Assuring that you always react in the right way

Life is full of frustrations, and they never happen at a convenient time. People in the world 
are watching how we as Christians deal with those situations. Therefore, we want to show a 
Christian example during life’s difficulties. Keep in mind these things:

Everyone is struggling with the issues of life. You have it hard. So do the people you meet. Let 
Christ shine through you so that they will know how to meet the struggles of life.

Responding with a good attitude produces good fruit. If you respond as the world does, what 
will you gain? Nothing. If you respond as Jesus did, what will you gain? Those watching you 
will respect you and may want in their lives what you have. You will gain much.

Show the Fruit of the Spirit. Paul told us that the fruit of the Spirit is “love, joy, peace, long-
suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.” Are those to be shown 
only during the easy times? No, they really show off their fruitful colors during the trying 
times. 

Remember these things and you shall be like Jesus in all of life

•

•

•

Church Growth – First Corinthians 3.6

Why Did the Early Church Grow Numerically?

They had a limitless goal. In their minds, they were not to evangelize their hometown only. 
Jesus said to preach the gospel to every creature.

They had limitless opportunities. They taught publicly and from house to house (Acts 5.42).

They had limitless time. They taught daily rather than waiting for Bible classes or worship 
services on the first day of the week.

They had limitless workers. Every member preached the gospel, according to Luke in Acts 
8.4.

They had limitless methods. They taught in the Jewish synagogues, in homes, with the writ-
ten word (that is how we got the Bible), and so on.

Have you limited yourself in evangelism? You can start the work by just inviting others to 
Bible classes and worship services. 

What are the first principles about?

The first principles, the things we learn to become Christians, are not the goal. Rather they 
are like steps, leading us to something higher. Yet, some people only want the first principles. 
They want them over and over again. What would you think of a man who went up five steps, 
jumped to the bottom, climbed the first five steps again, jumped to the bottom again, and 
never went higher? Brethren, that is how high some Christians and churches grow. Where do 
you want to go, down or up? 

•

•

•

•

•
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Ruhl’s Rules ➠

Rules For Your Life

Alexandr Solzhenitsyn, a critic of the Soviet Union, communism, 
and Socialism, “The constant desire to have still more things and 
a still better life and the struggle to obtain them imprints many 
Western faces with worry and even depression...The majority of 
people have been granted well-being to an extent their fathers and 
grandfathers could

not even dream about.” On our emphasis on individual rights, 
Solzhenitsyn said, “The defense of individual rights has reached 
such extremes as to make society as a whole defenseless against 
certain individuals. It is time, in the West, to defend not so much 
human rights as human obligations.” Amen! 

Clinton Davis’s Essential for Good Song Leading (I learned these 
from one of the instructors at a song leading school I attended in 2002): 

Master the pitch pipe 
Become efficient in rhythms (noting the size of your hand patterns while directing) 
Master sight-reading 
Start the song not looking at the book, but at the congregation 
Be aware of bad habits 
Be organized (Know who is doing what, have extra songs ready for baptism, etc.) 
Keep records 
Be aware of all parts (melody, alto, tenor, bass; analyze every song) 
Do not learn new songs during worship, but have a special time for new songs 
Master the art of song planning (Collaborate with sermon; have a theme) 
Be prepared to overcome mistakes 
Train the voice (Find a voice teacher if you have to) 
Master the sound system (Know what happens if you get away from the mic., etc.) 

R. L. Whiteside said, “The man who sprang from an ape should not have landed in a 
professor’s chair.” 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Praying According to the Bible

Genesis 17.18 
Ask God to bless your children.

Genesis 18.23–32 
This is not what we would actually call a 

prayer, but a conversation that Abraham had 
with God. Nevertheless, there is something 
we can imitate in our prayers, and that is to 
pray for the righteous who are living in an 

especially wicked city.

Genesis 20.17, 18 
Pray that God help those whom you fear.

Genesis 24.12–14 
If you have not married yet, but desire to 

marry, then pray to the Lord about it. If you 
have married, then pray to God about the 

future marriage of your children, grandchil-
dren, friends, etc.

Genesis 25.21 
Intreat the Lord for your spouse.

Genesis 26.24, 25 
God made a promise to Isaac, and he 

responded with prayer. When you see the 
promises of God, then pray to Him, thank-
ing Him. Moreover, Isaac built a literal altar 
to God, but tell Him that you are going to 

make your life an altar to Him.

“I concur...in considering 
the moral precepts of 
Jesus as more pure, 

correct, and sublime 
than those of ancient 

philosophers” 

(Thomas Jefferson, April 
19, 1803)
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The 
Great 

Dragon

Fight him with the sword of the Spirit

“Mystic Combat” iStockphoto.com
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By Don Ruhl 

What do you know about Juda-
ism? And how do you know it? 
Is there a difference between 
the religion of the Jews 
practiced today and what 
they practiced in the first 
century? 

The Jews arrange 
their Bibles differently 
than Christians do. First, 
do you think the Jews 
who have not accepted 
Jesus as the Christ, call it 
the Old Testament? Why 
would they not call it the 
Old Testament and why 
do we call it the Old Testa-
ment? They have not accepted 
the New Testament, so to them, the 
first thirty-nine books are not the Bible 
or the Scriptures. 

When conversing with a Jew, we 
would do well to refer to the first thir-
ty-nine books as the Bible, the Hebrew 

Scriptures, or the Jewish Scriptures 
(Bible), or as they do, Tanakh, 

an acronym for the first 
sounds of each of the three 

sections of their Bible. 
This is something we 
have to do whenever we 
encounter another cul-
ture. Paul, as an exam-
ple, showed us what he 
did. We would do well 
to imitate his formula 
for success when he “be-
come all things to all 
men, that I might by all 

means save some. Now this 
I do for the gospel’s sake, that 

I may be partaker of it with you” 
(1Co. 9:19–23). 

Torah (Teaching): The word means, 

“Teaching.” Sometimes we call it the 
Pentateuch. These are the first five 
books, even as we have them. 

Nevi’im (Prophets): Joshua, Judges, 
First and Second Samuel, First and Sec-
ond Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
Hosea–Malachi 

Ketuvim (Writings): Psalms, Prov-
erbs, Job, Song of Solomon, Ruth, 
Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther, 
Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, First and Sec-
ond Chronicles 

Torah, Nevi’im, Ketuvim = TNK, 
which they pronounce tah•NAWK. 

How the Jews Read 
the Bible 

In America, there are four Jewish 
traditions: 

Orthodox Judaism – A rigorous adher-
ence to the Law of Moses. 

Reform Judaism – More liberal, empha-
sizing innovation and tradition. 

Conservative Judaism – Follows the 
Law of Moses, but accepts different 
interpretations. 

Reconstructionist Judaism – Empha-
sizes community life over certain 
traditions. 

Many Jews are simply secular. 

There are four, often intertwining 
methods, of reading the Hebrew Bible: 

A plain sense reading, emphasizing the 
surface, using grammar, syntax, 
context. 

An inquiring reading, looking for more 
layers of meaning. 

An allegorical reading, looking for par-
allels between texts and looking for 
the abstract. 

The Bible In
Our World

Lesson 2

Introduction to the Hebrew Bible 
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A mystical reading, looking for sym-
bolic code that will reveal wisdom. 

How do we read the Old Testa-
ment? We see it summarized primarily 
in the life of Jesus Christ. Things to Keep in 

Mind When Reading 
Know the power of words. 
Words often have symbolic mean-

ings, such as in people’s names or the 
names of places. 

The Hebrews uses a form of poetry 
known as parallelism, not rhyme or 
meter as we do. 

Watch for figures of speech. 

The Name of God 
in the Hebrew 
Scriptures 

Since names have great meaning in 
the Old Testament, we are not surprised 
that God’s name is special. Exodus 3 re-
veals the name of God to Moses, “I AM 

The Tetragrammaton

Phoenician (1100 BC – AD 300)

Aramaic (10th century BC – 1 BC)

Modern Hebrew
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WHO I AM” (Ex. 3:13–15). 
Hebrew long ago did not write 

down the vowel sounds. They only 
wrote the consonants. Therefore, they 
wrote only the four consonants of God’s 
name. Out of fear of misusing God’s 
name, they refrained from even saying 
it. Therefore, the exact pronunciation 
was lost. However, 
most scholars say 
something similar to 
Yahweh. 

When they came 
to the place in the 
Scriptures where His 
name appeared, they 
did not say it, but said 
the Hebrew word for 
Lord instead, which 
is Adonai. 

When you come 
to God’s name, 
known as the Tetra-
grammaton, in the 

Old Testament, you will know it be-
cause Lord or God in all capitals or 
small capitals appears. Compare the 
differences: 

Lord or Lord ≠ Lord 
God or God ≠ God 

The words in 
all capitals or small 
capitals represent 
God’s name. The 
words in lower case 
refer to the title. For 
an example of the 
first set both appear-
ing in one verse, look 
at this, “The LORD 
said to my Lord...” 
(Ps. 110:1). 

There are other 
names of God re-
vealed in the Scrip-
tures: 

Yahweh-jireh (Ge. 22:14) 
Yahweh-rohe (Ex. 15:26) 
Yahweh-nissi (Ex. 17:15) 
Yahweh-M’Kaddesh (Le. 20:7, 8) 
Yahweh-shalom (Jg. 6:24) 
Yahweh- tsidkenu (Je. 23:5, 6) 
Yahweh- rohi (Ps. 23:1) 
Yahweh-shamma (Ez. 48:35) 

The Talmud 
The Jews developed a 

tradition of sitting with 
one another to discuss 
the Scriptures. Eventu-
ally, they wrote down 
this oral commentary 
around ad 200. This 
called this the Mishnah. 
They continued to talk 
about the Mishnah. 
What they said about 

the Mishnah they called the Gemara, a 
commentary on the commentary! They 
called the collection of all this they 
called the Talmud. 

While this developed centuries af-
ter Christ, yet, this tradition had gone 
on for a long time. Perhaps this is why 
Jesus impressed the Jews after His Ser-

mon on the Mount, “And 
so it was, when Jesus had 
ended these sayings, that 
the people were aston-
ished at His teaching, for 
He taught them as one 
having authority, and not 
as the scribes” (Mt. 7:28, 
29). Jesus did not quote 
rabbinical authorities, 
but spoke as though He 
is the authority, which 

He is! ✞
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The Bible on Baptism 
Scripture Reference Result

Mark 16.16 Saves

Acts 2.38
For remission of sins and to receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit

Acts 22.16 Washes away sin 

Rom 6.3, 4
Baptized into Christ, His death, His burial, and His 

resurrection to walk in newness of life 

1Co 12.13 By one Spirit baptized into one body

Gal 3.27 Baptized into Christ and put on Christ 

1Pe 3.21 Saves us 
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�rinces also sit and speak against me, 
�ut �our servant meditates on �our statutes.

(�salm 119.23)


