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In the Western World, especially in America, the 
Bible formed our laws and democracy. Does anyone 
want to see the western nations, including America, fall 
under a menacing dictator who takes away our rights, 
and who persecutes 
the church? 

Knowing that 
we enjoy freedom, 
we have to restore the 
biblical foundations 
of our society, espe-
cially our govern-
ment. God expects 
us to grant to each 
other certain rights, 
and that belief led 
the founding fathers 
of America and other 
nations to form what 
is commonly known 
as democracy, or 
what really is better 
termed a republic. 

Rights, 
Freedoms, 

and 
Christianity 

Spiritual hosts 
of wickedness work 
without ceasing to 
silence God in pub-
lic, to remove any 
remnants of the Bible 
from society, and to 
limit the influence of the church, including in America. 
Yet, they know not what they do. If they succeed, 
they shall remove the very thing that gave them their 
freedoms and rights! 

Before the spread of Christianity in the world, 
individual rights did not exist, except in ancient Israel. 
In cultures where the people and the government do 
not know the Bible, there is oppression, and no indi-

vidual rights or freedoms, because the government, 
especially the head of the government, believes he is 
God. That happens when humans believe that they 
are accountable to no one. 

Yet, the Scriptures show that the government, even 
the head of state, is under the law. Deuteronomy 17 
commanded a radical idea for Israel. The world did not 
know such an idea, explained in this passage. Where 

governments ignore 
the Bible, the gov-
ernment and its head 
will balk at what is 
written here. They 
will do whatever they 
can to suppress such 
an idea as this, “Also 
it shall be, when he 
sits on the throne of 
his kingdom, that 
he shall write for 
himself a copy of this 
law in a book, from 
the one before the 
priests, the Levites. 
And it shall be with 
him, and he shall 
read it all the days 
of his life, that he 
may learn to fear the 
LORD his God and 
be careful to observe 
all the words of this 
law and these stat-
utes, that his heart 
may not be lifted 
above his brethren, 
that he may not 
turn aside from the 
commandment to 
the right hand or 

to the left, and that he may prolong his days in his 
kingdom, he and his children in the midst of Israel” 
(De. 17:18–20). Keeping his own copy of the Scrip-
tures, when few owned copies the way we do today, 

Are Americans prepared 
for the wholesale 

rejection of Christianity? 
By Don Ruhl 
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prevented him from oppressing others, keeping him 
humble before God and his brethren. 

The Bible supports individual rights. The right 
to own land (Ru. 4:6); the right to be a child of God 
(Jn. 1:12); and the right to life and its enjoyments 
(1Co. 9:4, 12) are just some of rights supported in 
the Scriptures. 

Listen to the wording of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, remembering that what it says prompted 
the writing of the Constitution, especially the Bill of 
Rights. America formally and publicly declared her 
independence from England and declared her depen-
dence upon God. We remember the first declaration. 
We forget the second declaration. Before our founding 
fathers listed the indictment against King George III 
of Great Britain, they referred to God, saying, “...the 
Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God...all Men are 
created equal, that they are endowed, by their Cre-
ator, with certain unalienable Rights...” After listing 
the indictment, they concluded, “We, therefore, the 
Representatives...appealing to the Supreme Judge of 
the World for the Rectitude of our Intentions...And 
for the support of this Declaration, with a firm Reli-
ance on the Protection of the divine Providence, we 
mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, 
and our sacred Honor.” 

“Supreme Judge of the World,” implies someone 
greater than America, for He is over the world. “A firm 
Reliance on the Protection of the divine Providence,” 
implies God is greater than America, because she needs 
His protection. Those are the kind of sentiments we 
read in the Bible. 

With the current mindset in the principalities, 
powers, rulers of the darkness of this age and spiritual 
hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places, do you think 
they would word the Declaration of Independence the 
same way today? 

Law and Liberty Are Friends 
James wrote in the first chapter of his letter, that 

law provides liberty, referring to “the perfect law of 
liberty” (Ja. 1:25). In the 19th Psalm, David showed 
what the law of God does to a soul. “The law of the 
LORD is perfect, converting the soul” (Ps. 19:7). 

Give a group of people the law of the Lord and 
watch it transform that group or at least many in that 
group. Take away that law from the group and watch 
their degeneration. 

Our Constitution guarantees liberty, yet, those 
working to force all biblical things from our culture 
will eventually see their own liberties disappear. Why 
do they think they can silence the church, but that 
the same forces will not silence the press? Both are 
protected in the Bill of Rights. Both are contained in 
the first amendment. If one goes down, why will the 
other not go down? 

Yet, those fighting the church use the freedom of 
the press and freedom of speech to silence the church. 
The Bible says you reap as you sow. 

American history and law are rooted in the belief 
that there is a higher law than human law. The Dec-
laration of Independence affirmed this very thing and 
that thinking conceived our Constitution! Man’s law, 
such as the Constitution, does not allow God’s law to 
exist, but God’s law allows man’s law to exist. If you 
take away the greater, what happens to the lesser? 

Christianity declared, as Galatians 3 and Colos-
sians 3 show, that all people stand equal before God. 
Everyone has an equal chance to become a child of 
God. That belief transformed minds to think that we 
all have rights. “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there 
is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor fe-
male; for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Ga. 3:28). 
“...where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised 
nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, 
but Christ is all and in all” (Co. 3:11). That came from 
the mind of God, not the mind of man. 

Christianity declared, as Isaiah 10 shows, that 
God’s laws benefit society. Isaiah 10 speaks against 
unjust laws, but notice why. “Woe to those who decree 

unrighteous decrees, who write misfortune, which they 
have prescribed to rob the needy of justice, and to take 
what is right from the poor of My people, that widows 
may be their prey, and that they may rob the fatherless” 
(Is. 10:1, 2). Thus, the opposite of this passage teaches 
that God’s laws are designed to help people. His laws, 
which we have adopted, give the needy justice, and 
give what is right to the poor of God’s people. 

Therefore, let the church teach the Bible freely 
and openly in a nation, and a tyrant or a tyrannical 
government shall not rise its head. This is why the first 
amendment in the Bill of Rights says, “Congress shall 
make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of 
the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
government for a redress of grievances.” All of that 
prevents tyranny. Interestingly, the first amendment 
mentions religion first. The religious read the Bible. 
Those who read the Bible think. Dictators do not want 
a population that thinks. 

God Wants Government 
Genesis 9 announces God’s intention for one of 

the main duties of government. God orders the death 
of murderers. Genesis 9 shows that the death penalty 
is based on the idea that the victim was created in the 
image of God, “Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man 
his blood shall be shed; for in the image of God He 
made man” (Ge. 9:6). Human life is precious. There-
fore, God commands us to love our neighbor, and to 
do countless good works for him. Our laws have had 
respect for this truth, but silence the Scriptures and 
watch what happens. Human life is so precious that 
he who takes the life of another forfeits his own right 
to life. 

Romans 13 comments further upon the necessary 
role of government. The Bible here teaches us to respect 
the government. Yet, it also teaches that the govern-
ment has a job to do, “Let every soul be subject to the 
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governing authorities. For there is no authority except 
from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed 
by God. Therefore whoever resists the authority resists 
the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring 
judgment on themselves. For rulers are not a terror to 
good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid 
of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have 
praise from the same. For he is God’s minister to you 
for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not 
bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an 
avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil” 
(Ro. 13:1–4). 

Evolution Destroys Law 
When governments accept the teachings of evolu-

tion, they see their right to govern through force and 
domination. They seek to rule for their own pleasure 
rather than for the benefit of the population. What 
happens when people no longer see each as images of 
God, but as images of animals? Watch the all-powerful 
state grow its ugly head, just as in ancient times with 
Empires revealed in the Bible. That state believes it has 
the power to determine what is right. At that time, the 
government does not believe it answers to a higher law 
or a power greater than itself. 

However, we observe nature and know that there 
are laws greater than the laws of man. The laws of 
nature do not care for the laws of man. The laws of 
nature will do as they please, regardless of who runs 
the government. The question is, who made those 
greater laws? If we finally get to the point of saying 
that it is God, then we also have to acknowledge that 
if He made natural laws, He also made moral and 
spiritual laws. Here is why. Natural laws mirror moral 
and spiritual laws. 

Yet, when people abandon the rule of law revealed 
in the Scriptures, they do not abandon law altogether, 
but start to change the laws that had been based on 
the knowledge of God. People start to believe that they 
know better than God. 

God’s Law Greater Than the State 
Man is not God. Moreover, man has sinned. Be-

ing a creature who is subject to laws and one that has 
sinned because he has broken laws, we cannot form 
the perfect laws. Without God, we do not know the 
way. “O LORD, I know the way of man is not in 
himself; it is not in man who walks to direct his own 
steps” (Je. 10:23). 

How can we deny the truth revealed in First Cor-
inthians 1? Listen to man say the opposite is the truth, 
but watch man in action without God’s direction and 
you will see the truth of this passage, “...the foolishness 
of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God 
is stronger than men” (1Co. 1:25). 

So then, do we want a merciful God making our 
laws or sinful man with his whims of wickedness? 

Disobeying the Government 
God gives authority to people, but that does not 

give them license to abuse that authority. Ephesians 6 
speaks a mild threat to those who abuse their author-
ity. The threat is mild, but only because it makes an 
implication, but the implication is not mild, “...and 
you, masters, do the same things to them, giving up 
threatening, knowing that your own Master also is in 
heaven, and there is no partiality with Him” (Ep. 6:9). 
Paul did not say it, but you know what he implied. 
Sometimes people use their God-given authority to 
abuse others or to ask us to violate God’s laws. When 
that happens we cannot listen to them, because we have 
to follow the higher lawgiver, who is God. 

Pharaoh commanded the midwives to throw the 
Israelites boys into the water, “But the midwives feared 
God, and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded 
them, but saved the male children alive” (Ex. 1:17). 
Nebuchadnezzar made a great image for people to wor-
ship, but three Jews did not do it. “Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego answered and said to the king, ‘O Ne-
buchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this 
matter. If that is the case, our God whom we serve is 

able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He 
will deliver us from your hand, O king. But if not, let 
it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your 
gods, nor will we worship the gold image which you 
have set up” (Da. 3:16–18). The King of Persia made 
a decree that no one could pray to any god, except to 
the king; yet, “when Daniel knew that the writing was 
signed, he went home. And in his upper room, with 
his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down 
on his knees three times that day, and prayed and gave 
thanks before his God, as was his custom since early 
days” (Da. 6:10). The Jewish Council told the apostles 
not to preach anymore, “But Peter and John answered 
and said to them, ‘Whether it is right in the sight of 
God to listen to you more than to God, you judge. For 
we cannot but speak the things which we have seen 
and heard’” (Ac. 4:19, 20). It happened again, and the 
Council threatened and beat the apostles, “But Peter 
and the other apostles answered and said: ‘We ought 
to obey God rather than men’” (Ac. 5:29). 

In each case, God’s people willingly suffered the 
consequences for civil disobedience. God has given 
governments to us, and we cannot use the preceding 
examples to justify rebellion or anything else along 
those lines when it is not called for. 

A professor of Ancient History at Western Michigan 
University, Paul L. Maier has said, “...no other religion, 
philosophy, teaching, nation, movement—whatever—
has so changed the world for the better as Christianity 
has done.” Contrariwise, when everyone does what is 
right in his own eyes all kinds of weird things happen, 
as the latter chapters of the Book of Judges show. 

People may speak against Christianity. They may 
seek to be free of it. Yet, the very freedom promoted 
by Christianity allows them to do those things. When 
Christianity disappears, so will their rights to do as 
they please. To keep that from happening, do what 
your Creator pleases. He wants you to follow His Son 
Jesus Christ. ✞
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Meditating on Scripture Daily
Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Jan. 1 Job 3:1 
Job Finally Cursed 

1 After this Job opened his mouth and cursed the 
day of his birth. How do you reconcile the contents of 
chapter 3 with what he said earlier? Did he change? Is 
it possible to accept things, but still be deeply grieved 
and troubled by what has happened? Or is there 
some other explanation? Job’s friends sitting with 
him silently, perhaps conveyed to him that he could 
speak his thoughts freely. When someone suffers, we 
often say that we do not know what to do or say, but 
simply being with the person, as Job’s friends were 
with him, may be the best thing. Your loved one may 
not need you to speak, but just to be there. He or she 
will speak when ready. 

A note of caution must be made before we proceed 
with Job’s curse and the rest of the debate that follows. 
We cannot simply quote a verse to support a point of 
doctrine without understanding the context, because 
we may be quoting one of the friends who are off 
on their doctrine or we may be quoting Job during 

his frustration. Check to see whether a statement is 
documented elsewhere in Scripture. The words of the 
debate between Job and his friends are not revelation 
from God, but the debate itself is a revelation from 
God. Do you understand the difference? God showed 
us the debate, but that does not mean He endorses 
everything that was said. 

Jan. 2 Job 3:2–10 
Why Was I Born? 

2–10 And Job spoke, and said: “May the day per-
ish on which I was born…” We celebrate the birth of 
a child, but Job did not think his birth should have 
been celebrated. Why did Job say these things? His 
misery was so strong that his sorrow vanquished all 
memories of the joys of his life. If there can be no joy, 
why come into this world? Let us assume that Job had 
never been born. Where would we be without his life 
as an example for us? Sometimes suffering is beneficial 
to the sufferer; sometimes suffering is beneficial to 
other people. Perhaps that was the case here. Did Job 
gain anything from his suffering? Perhaps. However, 

we have gained from his suffering, giving us an un-
derstanding of those difficult times in life. 

Jan. 3 Job 3:11–19 
Why Did I Live After Birth? 
11–19 “Why did I not die at birth?…For now I 

would have lain still and been quiet…” What did Job 
mean with these words? If he had to be born, why could 
he not die right after birth? Why did Job not simply 
ask the one question of verse 11 rather than adding 
all the other comments? He explained his question. 
Moreover, his heart overflowed with a matter and he 
had to open the floodgates of his soul. If he had kept 
silent, his misery would have grown. 

Jan. 4 Job 3:20–26 
Why Am I Living Now? 

20–26 “Why is light given to him who is in misery, 
and life to the bitter of soul…” What was his next ques-
tion? If he had to be born, and if he could not die at 
birth, then why was he allowed to live after suffering 
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so immensely? Job said that some people reach such 
a state of suffering that death is better than living. 
He was at that point. Look at verse 23 and see that 
he thought God had him hedged in. He was hedged 
in before his suffering and he was experiencing life 
without God’s hedge! He was beginning to see things 
as just the opposite of what they were. Also, listen to 
him in verse 25. There was something that he feared 
and it came upon him. Satan seized upon this fear 
and sought to destroy Job. This is why it is best to fear 
God alone, and nothing else and no one else. Fear no 
evil and fear no suffering. 

Job never attempted suicide. He never advocated 
euthanasia. He never promoted physician-assisted sui-
cide. Does this mean that suffering is easy to handle? 
No, not at all. We will read of this great man’s struggle 
to deal with the physical pain, the emotional pain, 
and the spiritual pain. However, he put his life in the 
hands of God, because he knew that his life was in 
the hands of God anyway.

The First Cycle of Speeches 
Eliphaz’s 1st Speech 

Job’s friends are convinced that he has 
sinned 

Jan. 5 Job 4 and 5 
Alexander Whyte shows that Satan was not done. 

He next used the services of wise friends who had come 
to comfort their friend, “But what Satan could not do 
with all his Sabeans, and all his Chaldeans, and all his 
winds from the wilderness to help him, that he soon 
did with the debating approaches and the controversial 
assaults of Eliphaz, and Zophar, and Bildad, and Elihu. 
Oh, the unmitigable curse of controversy!” Satan uses 
everything at his disposal, showing no mercy. He does 
not feel sorry for anyone. 

Jan. 6 Job 4:1 
Eliphaz Began the Debate 
1 Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and 

said… The friends were quiet, but then the friends 
were compelled to speak. Why were they compelled 
to speak? They saw him as a strong man, but in his 
chapter 3 they saw a sign of weakness. Why could 
they not remain silent, understanding the immense 
load this man was under? What did you think of 
what Job said? 

Job 4:2 Eliphaz’s Tone 
2 “If one attempts a word with you, will you become 

weary…?” Does this give you a clue how he would 
respond to Job? What is the tone of Eliphaz’s response? 
Eliphaz started out well, wanting to comfort his friend, 
but then he heard his old friend lament being alive 
because of his massive suffering and the first words 
Eliphaz spoke were already a put down of Job. 

Jan. 7 Job 4:3–5 
Take Your Own Medicine 

3–5 “Surely you have instructed many, and you 
have strengthened weak hands…” Eliphaz had no com-
passion; he did not even consider the overwhelming 
nature of Job’s suffering. What was Eliphaz’s point? 
What had Job done in the past? What did Eliphaz 
perceive Job as doing now? Of course, we cannot 
know, but we wonder whether anyone whom Job 
had comforted before had ever suffered on a scale like 
Job. When people in the past were in Job’s situation, 
he strengthened them, but now he was in their situa-
tion and wanted to die. To Eliphaz that did not seem 
noble. To him it appeared weak. Is it not the case that 
Job was now the one who was weak and he needed 
someone to strengthen him as he had strengthened 
others? Perhaps Eliphaz thought that Job should not 

need someone to encourage him, since he already knew 
what needed to be said to someone in such a condition. 
Eliphaz probably thought that Job should not have 
gotten so down, if he would only remember what he 
said to others. Still another thought of Eliphaz might 
have been that when Job encouraged others, he did 
not realize how hard suffering was, but here he was 
crumbling under the mighty weight of affliction. 

Jan. 8 Job 4:6–11 
The Heart of the Debate 
6–11 “Is not your reverence your confidence? And 

the integrity of your ways your hope?…” What was 
Eliphaz’s point? If Job were a man of integrity, integ-
rity would be his hope. Do the innocent ever perish 
and are the upright ever cut off? Had Eliphaz never 
seen a child die? 

Jan. 9 Job 4:12–21 
Spirit Testimony 

12–21 “Now a word was secretly brought to me…” 
In verses 12–16, what did Eliphaz imply? Did he not 
imply that a messenger from God, if not God Him-
self, spoke to Eliphaz? Did Eliphaz have some kind 
of heavenly communication? Did Eliphaz apply it 
correctly? Was not Eliphaz emphasizing that he was 
right and that Job could not disagree because Eliphaz 
received a communication direct from heaven, which 
he interpreted as meaning that Job was involved in 
sin. Therefore, all his suffering, Eliphaz had con-
cluded, was a punishment. Look at the words that 
Eliphaz says were spoken to him. Did the message 
necessarily mean Eliphaz was right and Job wrong? 
Was the message meant as a rebuke to Job’s lament? 
If this truly was a message from God, Eliphaz made 
the wrong use of it. 

Jan. 10 Job 5:1–7 
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Will God Answer Job? 
1–7 “Call out now; Is there anyone who will 

answer you? And to which of the holy ones will you 
turn?…” Why did Eliphaz ask the questions found in 
verse 1? Did he think that anyone was on Job’s side? 
His questions imply, and he will continue to argue, 
that no one sides with Job. Did he think that any of 
the holy ones were on Job’s side? In verses 2 and 3, 
he implied that Job may have had a good start, but 
then his foolishness caught up with him. Did you 
hear the crushing blow Eliphaz gave to Job in verse 4? 
What did he bring up that Job had lost? He claimed 
that Job lost his sons because of his foolishness. What 
happened to Eliphaz’s intention of comforting his 
friend? It seems to have vanished. In verse 5, Eliphaz 
referred to Job’s other losses. What was his implication 
in verses 6 and 7? Job, your suffering did not come 
from nowhere. There had to be a cause, according to 
what Eliphaz said. Therefore, Job needed to confess 
his sin. Was there a cause in Job’s case? If there was a 
cause, was Eliphaz right? 

Jan. 11 Job 5:8–16 
Seek God 

8–16 “But as for me, I would seek God, And 
to God I would commit my cause—…” What was 
Eliphaz’s premise here? He urged Job to seek God, 
committing his case to God. Then he explained why 
he would seek God. How would you summarize the 
reasons he gave for seeking God? If we isolate verses 
8–16 from the story, is there anything wrong with what 
Eliphaz said? Does he not preach the truth? However, 
let us apply it to Job’s case. Had Job forsaken God or 
stopped seeking Him? This is an important point of 
understanding in the Book of Job. Sometimes these 
men spoke the truth, but they misapplied it to Job 
or to God. Therefore, it is crucial to understand the 
context in the Book of Job, as it always is with any 

text, biblical or extra-biblical. This will help us to 
understand Job’s resistance to his friends, and God’s 
rebuke of the friends later. The same holds true for 
the things Job said. 

Jan. 12 Job 5:17–27 
God’s Correction 

17–27 “Behold, happy is the man whom God 
corrects; Therefore do not despise the chastening of 
the Almighty…” Again, look at the words of Eliphaz 
carefully. For example, did he speak the truth in verses 
17 and 18? It appears that Solomon quoted verse 17 
in Proverbs 3:11, 12 and expanded upon it. Then the 
writer of Hebrews quoted Solomon in Hebrews 12:5, 
6 and Jesus alluded to both Eliphaz and Solomon in 
Revelation 3:19. Solomon, the writer of Hebrews, and 
Jesus may not so much have been quoting Eliphaz as 
they were all simply referring to a universal truth, as 
was Eliphaz. 

Does God punish the wicked and bless the righ-
teous? Yes, He does. However, does He always do it on 
earth? Sometimes He does. Sometimes He does not. 
There is no doubt that He does it in the end, but the 
debate in the Book of Job is over whether He does it 
immediately and on earth. 

The First Cycle of Speeches 
Job’s 1st Speech 

The weight of Job’s suffering is 
greater than the weight of the sand on 

the seashore 

Job 6 and 7 
Jan. 13 Job 6:1 
Job Was Full 

1 Then Job answered and said… It is easy to un-

derstand after Eliphaz’s words that Job would have 
something to say! Great is the difficulty to remain 
silent when someone has spoken falsely or charged 
you with wrong. 

Jan. 14 Job 6:2–7 
The Weight of Job’s Agony 
2–7 “Oh, that my grief were fully weighed, And my 

calamity laid with it on the scales! For then it would 
be heavier than the sand of the sea…” Why do you 
think Job said to his friends, especially to Eliphaz, 
that he wished his grief could be weighed fully? Verse 
3 will help us to understand. First, how heavy did 
Job think his suffering was? It was heavier than the 
sand of the sea! Second, what was his conclusion? His 
words had been rash. If Eliphaz would just consider 
the magnitude of Job’s suffering, perhaps his friend 
would understand if Job’s words had been out of line. 
For what was Job asking from his friend? Can we 
give each other a little leeway in our speech? Job just 
wanted compassion and understanding. We do well 
to consider his words instead of being so harsh and 
critical of one another. In verse 4, he explained more 
of his suffering. What did he think was against him? 
Job believed that God was attacking him, and what 
is a man going to say when God is after him? What 
is the meaning of Job’s questions in verses 5 and 6? 
Animals do not cry out when they have the food they 
need and want. Flavorless and unsalted food is not 
desirable to eat. Job was crying out because he did not 
have what he needed. Food was undesirable to him, as 
well other things in life, including life itself. The salt 
of life had been taken away from him, making him 
bray like a donkey or lowing like an ox. 

Jan. 15 Job 6:8–10 
Job’s Wish 

8–10 “Oh, that I might have my request, That God 
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would grant me the thing that I long for…” What was 
Job’s request? Did he not want to die? He was ready for 
God to crush him. He believed that God was holding 
on to him, keeping him alive, but he wanted God to 
release His grip that Job would die. 

Jan. 16 Job 6:11–13 
Job Was without Hope 

11–13 “What strength do I have, that I should 
hope…?” Job asked a good question in verse 11, and 
one that many people ask, which has prompted the 
euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide movements. 
What hope does a person in Job’s condition have? I 
do not mean whether there is hope after death, but 
does such a person have any hope on the earth? Why 
do we continue to live when our circumstances are 
miserable? What is the purpose of life? Can a person 
in deep suffering fulfill that purpose? Does Isaiah 43 
provide any insight? “Everyone who is called by My 
name, Whom I have created for My glory; I have 
formed him, yes, I have made him” (Is. 43:7). Did 
Job believe that he had strength to go on? 

Jan. 17 Job 6:14–23 
Job Wanted Kindness 

14–23 “To him who is afflicted, kindness should be 
shown by his friend, even though he forsakes the fear 
of the Almighty…” What was the minimum that Job 
thought his friends should have shown him, even if 
he had forsaken the Almighty? Job just wanted some 
kindness from them. Even if he had forsaken God, Job 
wanted his friends to feel his pain and understand his 
desperate condition. Had Job forsaken the fear of the 
Almighty? Remember this was part of his character 
(1:1, 8), but Satan thought that Job only feared God 
because God bribed Job into fearing Him. However, 
Job assumed the argument of his friend for a moment. 
If Job had forsaken the fear of God, should not the 

friend still have shown Job kindness in the midst of 
such horrible suffering? If he had forsaken the fear 
of God, would his friend win him back by kindness 
or belligerence? Does persuading or forcing people, 
bring them to God and make them live right? In 
verses 15–21, Job compared his friend to a brook. 
In what way was Eliphaz like a brook, according to 
Job? It is known that a brook is in a certain location. 
So, as travelers pass that way, they expect to find 
water. If there is no water, they end up disappointed 
and confused. Yet, on Job’s journey, the brook of his 
friend, was not there. What Job needed were things 
for which we have friends, and they were not what he 
needed. He needed kindness from his old friend. He 
was disappointed and confused that he was not show-
ing it. According to verses 22 and 23, had Job asked 
for anything from Eliphaz? How could he complain 
against Job, since he had not asked for anything? Why 
would he say such things? At this point, it seems as 
though it is simply a way of disarming them. He had 
not asked his friend to travel there, sit in the dirt, or 
give him advice. Perhaps this was a simple way of 
asking him to be quiet. 

Jan. 18 Job 6:24–30 
Show Job’s Error 

24–30 “Teach me, and I will hold my tongue; Cause 
me to understand wherein I have erred…” Eliphaz 
accused Job of sin, yet, Eliphaz had not revealed the 
sin. He did not know of the sin, but assumed that 
Job had sinned, evident by his massive and well-ex-
ecuted suffering. From Job’s words in verse 24, do you 
think he was open to his friend showing the sin? He 
admitted in verse 25, that the right words are pow-
erful. However, what did he think of the argument 
of Eliphaz? Job did not believe that the argument 
of Eliphaz proved anything. He knew that Eliphaz 
intended to rebuke what Job had said in chapter 3, 
but he really wondered what Eliphaz thought he was 

doing. In other words, did he not realize that Job 
was desperate, and that his words were as wind. Job 
understood that he was speaking things in an extreme 
way, but it was because he was desperate. Could not 
Eliphaz see the condition of his friend? We need to 
speak truth, but should we not consider a person’s 
circumstance and what may be affecting the way that 
he speaks? Let us learn from Job’s encouragement to 
his friend, to have compassion and kindness when 
we disagree with people. Job thought, as revealed in 
verse 27, that they were destroying him rather than 
helping him. Then in verses 28–30, Job maintained 
his righteousness. If he had sinned, surely he would 
know it, he argued. Yet, is it not possible that we can 
sin without our knowledge? 

Jan. 19 Job 7:1–5 
Job Had Hard Service 

1–5 “Is there not a time of hard service for man 
on earth? Are not his days also like the days of a hired 
man?…” What was Job saying in verse 1? He argued 
that man is appointed to hard service; meaning that 
things will not always go smoothly in life. The implica-
tion was that this is true whether a man has sinned or 
not. This might be an allusion to the curse that God 
put on the earth for Adam’s sin. Everyone who comes 
after Adam experiences this curse, whether they are 
righteous or wicked. Could Eliphaz agree with this? 
So then (vv. 2, 3), Job was experiencing his time of 
hard service on the earth. What then, did he want? 
He just wanted some shade and his wages for the toil 
that he had put in under the sun. Job’s time of hard 
service could be considered his whole life, as we might 
say about ourselves, but in the current episode of his 
life, this horrendous time of suffering, how long had it 
lasted? His current time, which he regarded as a time 
of futility, lasted for months! Was it truly a time of 
futility? Can we still be of use to God and man while 
suffering? Therefore, from the events of chapter 1 to 
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Job’s opening words in chapter 3, much time had 
passed. Verses 3 and 4 show that nighttime was a 
miserable time for him. Why were they “wearisome” 
or nights of “trouble”? Verse 4 shows what his nights 
were like. He tossed back and forth all through the 
night, yet, it was the night in which he had hoped 
that he would have some peace. In verse 5, he revealed 
what his appearance was. Why was his flesh caked with 
worms and dust? Remember that he had boils and 
he was scraping them and that he was sitting on the 
ground in the midst of ashes, which would all cling to 
the fluid on his skin. As he slept, he exposed his body 
even more to the dust and ashes as he would lay down. 
Why was his skin cracked and breaking open? Again, 
it was all part of the same condition. Who would not 
want relief from such conditions? 

Jan. 20 Job 7:6–10 
Job: I Am Without Hope 

6–10 “My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, 
And are spent without hope…” Did he think that he 
had long to live? He believed that life was about to 
end. Although knowing that he was going to die, he 
just wanted it to come sooner. Why was the time of 
death held back? Here is where he implied something 
about God. Job spoke as though nothing could be 
done to turn around his life. Was it true that his life 
could not be changed? Of course, knowing how the 
Book ends, we know what God did. However, Job 
almost spoke as though there is no God or that He is 
powerless. God will answer that charge later. 

Jan. 21 Job 7:11–21 
Job Addressed God 

11–21 “Therefore I will not restrain my mouth; I 
will speak in the anguish of my spirit…” Therefore, 
since he had little time to live, he believed, and since 
all he wanted was some time in the shade, he declared 
that what he was about to say would be said in the 
deep anguish of his spirit. Then he addressed God. Job 
wanted to know why God was doing these things to 
him. He charged God with terrifying Job with dreams 
at the very time that he was hoping for peace. This is 
another accusation against God. On top of that, he 
accused God of tormenting him so much that he was 
driven to want death. Therefore, Job was saying that 
his wish for death (chapter 3), was God’s fault. He 
could not figure out who man is (and thus who Job 
was), that God kept visiting him every day, and so 
keeping him alive. He wanted God to leave him alone 
for just a second, so he could swallow his saliva. He 
wanted to know what he had done against God that 
He was so persecuting Job. Instead of tormenting him 
for what was to him his unknown sin, Job wondered 
why God did not just forgive Job. 

The First Cycle of Speeches 
Bildad’s 1st Speech 

Job 8 
Jan. 22 Job 8:1 

Bildad Had to Speak 
1 Then Bildad the Shuhite answered and said… 

Bildad heard Job answer Eliphaz, and that added to 
his disagreement with Job. Bildad was surprised by 
what he heard Job say at the beginning. Now Bildad 
had his chance to respond. Interestingly, Eliphaz did 

not immediately respond, but each man responded 
in turn, perhaps from the eldest to the youngest. In 
the rage of debate, they still managed to maintain a 
level of civility, although we will see later that some 
started to interrupt, but the speaker insisted on being 
heard, and evidently, the interrupter remained silent. 
What can we learn from that? 

Jan. 23 Job 8:2–7 
Bildad Rebukes Job for Sin 

2–7 “How long will you speak these things, And 
the words of your mouth be like a strong wind?…” 
Bildad said that Job’s words were like a strong wind. 
Bildad picked up on Job’s confession that his words 
were as the wind (6:26). Therefore, Bildad agreed 
with Job, but used his confession against him. Then 
Bildad questioned whether God perverts justice, 
implying that justice was being done in Job’s case. 
Therefore, Bildad agreed with Eliphaz that Job had 
sinned. What did Bildad say about Job’s sons? Again, 
the righteous God carried out His justice, according 
to Bildad. Bildad implied that the sons of Job must 
have sinned also. What was Bildad’s argument in 
verses 5–7? If Job had been righteous, God would 
have prospered Job for it. 

Jan. 24 Job 8:8–10 
Wise Men From the Past 

8–10 “For inquire, please, of the former age, And 
consider the things discovered by their fathers…” Why 
did Bildad want Job to consider the wisdom of ages 
past? Bildad and his friends only arrived yesterday, so 
what did they know? Investigate what former wise men 
concluded. He believed that ancient wisdom would 
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confirm his position. 

Jan. 25 Job 8:11–18 
Job Has Forgotten God 

11–18 “Can the papyrus grow up without a marsh? 
Can the reeds flourish without water?…” To what did 
Bildad compare Job and what did Bildad conclude in 
verses 11–13? Bildad likened Job to the papyrus. It 
withers while still green. Those who forget God do 
the same. Right when they do so well, as Job had, they 
finally meet their end because their sin finds them out. 
Then in verses 14–18, Bildad gave what he believed had 
been Job’s trust. Job’s trust was as strong as a spider’s 
web. If you lean upon the spider’s web, will it hold 
you up? So then, what fell out from under Job? Just 
about everything fell out from under him. Look how it 
affected Job. Therefore, he must have been trusting in 
those things, or so Bildad thought. The idea of Bildad 
was that if those things had not been Job’s trust, he 
would not have been devastated. 

Jan. 26 Job 8:19–22 
Bildad Tried to Encourage 
19–22 “Behold, this is the joy of His way, And 

out of the earth others will grow. Behold, God will not 
cast away the blameless…” This was Bildad’s way of 
encouraging Job. Note what Bildad said that God does 
and does not do in verse 20. He does not cast away the 
blameless, and at the same time, He does not uphold 
the evildoers. Again, Bildad implied that Job needed 
to repent. If Job did repent, Bildad stated what would 
happen. Job could again laugh and rejoice, plus God 
would put shame on the wicked. 

The First Cycle of Speeches 
Job’s 2nd Speech 

Job 9 and 10 

Jan. 27 Job 9:1 
How Could Job Keep Silent? 

1 Then Job answered and said… When you hear 
the same thing again, but from another source, you are 
provoked and must speak. Could you remain silent? 
Try it and see. Then you will understand why Job had 
to speak, especially with his friends. 

Jan. 28 Job 9:2–13 
God is Superior to Man 

2–13 “Truly I know it is so, But how can a man 
be righteous before God? If one wished to contend 
with Him, he could not answer Him one time out of 
a thousand…” Much of what Bildad said was right, 
but he misapplied it to Job, and Bildad was wrong that 
suffering is always a sign of punishment. Job knew 
that what Bildad said at the end of his speech was 
true, nevertheless, Job wanted to know how someone 
could be righteous before God. Even the righteous are 
as nothing before God, appearing as unrighteous. So 
then, how could Job ever be what Bildad thought he 
should be? Regardless of what man does, he still falls 
short of God. If these things were true, Job declared in 
verse 3, there is no contest between a man and God. 
In verses 4–13, Job showed why it is that man cannot 
answer God. God is wise and strong (v. 4). Look at His 
power in creation (vv. 5–10). He is not accountable to 
man (vv. 11, 12). His anger is such that even all the 
proud are prostrate before Him (v. 13). 

Jan. 29 Job 9:14–20 
God Cannot Be Answered 
14–20 “How then can I answer Him, And choose 

my words to reason with Him? For though I were righ-
teous, I could not answer Him; I would beg mercy of my 
Judge…” What Job had said in verses 4–13 of God is 
true. Those things being true, how is man supposed to 

answer God (vv. 14–16)? On top of these things, God 
was crushing Job, he declared, making it even more 
impossible to contend with God (vv. 17–20). 

Jan. 30 Job 9:21–24 
God Treats All the Same 

21–24 “I am blameless, yet I do not know myself; I 
despise my life…” Do both the blameless and wicked 
perish? (vv. 21–23). Does it not seem, as Job asked in 
verse 24, that the wicked are the ones in charge of the 
affairs of the earth? If that is true, who put them, or 
even allowed them, to be in charge? Job stated that 
God did. How then are we to account for that? If Job 
was wicked, and the people of the earth were wicked, 
why was Job suffering, but the people of the world 
prospering? 

Jan. 31 Job 9:25–31 
What Use Is My Life? 

25–31 “Now my days are swifter than a runner; 
They flee away, they see no good… Job’s life was pass-
ing away quickly and he was no longer seeing good. 
In verses 27 and 28, he wondered what good it would 
do to put off his sad face and to put on a smile. What 
kept him from doing that? He feared his sufferings. 
Not being devastated by what happened, and smiling 
would still bring condemnation upon him from his 
friends. If he was condemned, what did he wonder? 
Why keep on laboring? Regardless of what he did, he 
believed God and the friends would condemn him. He 
could do everything possible to make himself clean, but 
he would still be condemned. How did he know that? 
That was what was already happening. He knew that 
he had not done anything to bring on his suffering, 
yet, his friends and God still condemned him. ✞
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“Love does not inquire into the 
character of the recipient but it asks 
what he needs. It does not lovae him 
because he is such-and-such a person but 
because he is there. In all this it is quite 
the opposite of natural love: it 
‘does not seek its own.’ It 
does not perform the 
characteristic natural 
impulse of love and 
life. Therefore it is 
basically independent of 
the conduct of the other 
person; it is not conditional but 
absolute. It wants nothing for itself 
but only for others. Therefore it is also 
not vulnerable. It never ‘reacts’ but is 
always ‘spontaneous,’ emerging by its 
own strength—rather, from the power 
of God. Love is the real God-likeness of 
man for which he has been created. In so 

far as love is in man he really resembles 
God and shows himself to be the child 
of God.” (Emil Brunner)

So. What do you need?
Let me discover it, perhaps without 

your asking.
Let me study you, your 

features and flaws, your 
strengths and struggles.

Let me weigh my words to 
fit your mood, adjust my acts 

to your marbled makeup.
Let me hear without judgment, 

accept without conditions, 
offer without strings.

Let me not reflect 
your ups and downs, 
but the constan-
cy of God’s 

mercy.
Let me not love you with the waxing 

and waning of my emotions, but with 
the evenness of God’s purpose. 

Let me do, not what you always want 
from me, but what will serve you best.

I ask this, not of 
you, for I will love 
you with or without 
your permission, but 
of God, from whom comes the example, 
the overflowing and the power to love.

For it is entirely possible that I love 
in this way, for I have been loved by God 

and have learned from his Son that love 
is a gift that gladdens 

the heart, a grace 
that strengthens 
the soul.

From him I can be filled and come 
to you with fullness, rather than driven 
by my searching need. 

In his fullness we will not look to 
each other, but we will both be satisfied 
in his presence.

For love is offering from God’s 
plenitude, not siphoning off as much of 
the other’s extra as we can.

God is love, and he 
who has God has love, 
and love abundant, 
to share.

Love’s Pursuit

By J. Randal Matheny
“Love does not pursue its own 

interests.”
First Corinthians 13:5
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�ooks �bout the �ible
By Jim the Bible Bard

Like a cell blocked by carbon mon-ox

Is a mind filled with heterodox.

Though that book’s a best-sell’r

It could stifle a fell’r.

Read the Bible for mental de-tox.

�cclesiastes 12:12 
�alatians 1:8, 9 

�econd �imothy 2:15, 16
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By Don Ruhl 
After considering the movement to teach the Bible 

in public school (“Teach the Bible in School?” The Bible 
Meditator, November 2007, pages 13–15) and 
the subject of this article, we have to agree with 
Charles Dickens as he began A Tale of Two Cit-
ies, “It was the best of times, it was the worst 
of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the 
age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it 
was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season 
of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was 
the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, 
we had everything before us, we had nothing 
before us, we were all going direct to Heaven, 
we were all going direct the other way…” 

The September 1, 2007 issue of the Grants 
Pass Daily Courier, had this article, “Gay 
studies courses thriving on college campuses 
around nation” (p. 5A). The subtitle was, “At 
least 30 U.S. schools offering minors related 
to gay culture.” 

On one hand, high schools have started 
introducing the Bible into the classroom, and 
on the other hand, colleges have started offer-
ing studies in the homosexual cultures. We 
cannot give up. We have to keep on teaching 
the truth with the right attitude, “speaking 
the truth in love” (Ep. 4:15); and as Paul told 
Timothy, “Preach the word! Be ready in season 
and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, 
with all longsuffering and teaching (2Ti. 4:2). 

Peter exhorted us, “But sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone 
who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with 

meekness and fear; hav-
ing a good conscience, 
that when they defame 
you as evildoers, those 
who revile your good 
conduct in Christ may 
be ashamed” (1Pe. 3:15, 
16). 

Homosexuality Is Not New
One student who discovered that San Francisco 

State University offered a full-fledged un-
dergraduate minor in lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender studies, said, “One of the 
things I’ve learned is that homosexuality was 
around way back in ancient times. Before, 
I thought homosexuality was started in the 
early 1970s.” 

Anyone aware of history, and human 
nature, knows that homosexuality has been 
around for a long time. Remember the Greeks 
and the Romans. It does not take much study 
to discover that it has been here a long time. 

If someone knows the Bible, he or she knows that 
homosexuality has been around since at least the time 
of Abraham, “Now before they lay down, the men of 
the city, the men of Sodom, both old and young, all 
the people from every quarter, surrounded the house. 
And they called to Lot and said to him, ‘Where are 
the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to 
us that we may know them carnally’” (Ge. 19:4, 5). 
The term “sodomite” and related words come from 
this incident. The term “lesbian” refers to a group of 
homosexual women led by the poet Sappho who lived 
from the 7

th
 to the 6

th
 century BC on the Aegean Island 

of Lesbos. Anyone who has heard of these words surely 
knows they refer to homosexuals, and the very use of 
those words reveals that homosexuality was not started 
in the early 1970s. 

A Minor in “Gay Culture”
Christians Look at  the News
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Subjects Offered in 
Many Fields

The article reported that studying 
homosexuality was once limited to his-
tory, English, and women’s studies, but 
now there are courses in religion, law, 
and advertising, and statistics. The point 
is this: They do not study homosexuality 
to discuss whether it is right or wrong, 
nor to find out how to help someone out 
of it, but the article said the professors 
and students simply accept that it is 
normal and legitimate. They study how 
homosexuality fits into things, such as 
advertising. 

Lisa Leff, the Associated Press writer 
in the newspaper quoted above, quoted 
Steve Seidman, a sociologist at the State 
University of New York, “There is no 
giggling, and there is no debate about 
whether homosexuality is normal or 
whether lesbians and gays should have 
rights…For the most part, people in these 
classes are open, they are self-accepting 

and they are not 
afraid to major 
in this area, and 
that’s generat-
ing a huge de-
mand.” 

This reveals 
how far our cul-
ture has accepted 
homosexuality. 
However, it 
will not do 
any good 
for us to say 
simply that 

they are wrong, rather we have to 
teach the truth and be willing to 
fund the widespread teaching of 
the truth. 

Homosexuals Fund 
Their Beliefs

How did something like this 
come about? Courses such as these 
do not come free. The article re-
vealed, “Helping fuel the rise of 
these specialized degree programs are 
endowments from gay alumni…” 

I have always maintained that ho-
mosexuals out-work us, out-zeal us and 
out-finance us. They are not stingy. They 
know what they have to do to get their 
practice accepted, and they do it. 

Put 100 Christians in a room with a 
speaker who tells them what they need 
to do to get Christianity accepted and 
put 5 homosexuals in a room with a 
speaker who tells them what they need 
to do to get homosexuality accepted, 

and they will out-work us, out-zeal us, 
and out-spend us. 

Are we willing to put in the time, 
give the money, and donate our lives to 
get the truth out of our building and into 
the public square? This means increasing 
our contributions. It involves the willing-
ness to be ridiculed when we speak the 
truth. We have to back others who are 
teaching the right things. 

Out to Change 
Things

The article ended with what 
people told Jennifer Reck (pictured 
on page 14) when she was contem-
plating studying homosexuality, “If 
we never study these areas, how 
are things going to change?” 

Thus, she was persuaded to 
study and became a professor. 
The homosexual community 

wants to change things. 
Are we out to change things or are we 

only going to lament the way it used to 
be and criticize any efforts for the right? 
Are we ready to spend and to be spent? 
Paul was, which accounts, in part, for 
his effectiveness, “And I will very gladly 
spend and be spent for your souls; though 
the more abundantly I love you, the less 
I am loved” (2Co. 12:15). ✞

John Martin’s “Sodom and Gomorrah”

The Island of 
Lesbos

Sappho

Christians Look at  the News
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Christians Look at  the News

By Don Ruhl 
According to an Associated Press article in the 

Grants Pass Daily Courier a state senator from Nebraska 
is suing God! The title of the article is, “State senator 
sues God over untold horrors to protest another law-
suit.” Here are the first five paragraphs, 

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — The defendant in 
a Nebraska state senator’s lawsuit is accused of 
causing untold death and horror and threaten-
ing to cause more still. He can be sued in the 
state’s Douglas County, the legislator claims, 
because He is everywhere. 

State Sen. Ernie Chambers sued God last 
week. Angered by another lawsuit he consid-
ers frivolous, Chambers says he is trying to 
make the point that anybody can file a lawsuit 
against anybody. 

Chambers says in his lawsuit that God has 
made terroristic threats against the senator 
and his constituents, inspired fear and caused 
“widespread death, destruction and terroriza-
tion of millions upon millions of the Earth’s 
inhabitants.” 

The Omaha senator, who skips morning 
prayers during the legislative session and often 
criticizes Christians, also says God has caused 
“fearsome floods...horrendous hurricanes, ter-
rifying tornadoes.”

He is seeking a permanent injunction 

against the Almighty. 

This seems odd, but if you think 
about what people say about God, the 
senator’s lawsuit will not seem unique. 
Many people, even godly people, have 
problems with things God does. What 
is unusual is this man’s willingness to 
make a public statement about it. 

A Frivolous Lawsuit 
to Protest a Frivolous 

Lawsuit 
Do people make frivolous law-

suits? Is suing God a frivolous lawsuit? 
Nothing could be more frivolous and 
ridiculous than suing God. The PDF 
that I downloaded (shown to the right) 
of the lawsuit has the title, “Chambers 
Versus God.” Do you ever want to see 
that in print about yourself? Does 
God have a right to do whatever He wants? Yes, He 
is the Creator! Listen to Paul’s argument in Romans 
9, “But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against 
God? Will the thing formed say to him who formed 
it, ‘Why have you made me like this?’ Does not the 
potter have power over the clay, from the same lump 
to make one vessel for honor and another for dishonor? 
What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to make 

His power known, endured with much longsuffering 
the vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, and that 
He might make known the riches of His glory on the 
vessels of mercy, which He had prepared beforehand 
for glory...?” (Ro. 9:20–23). 

No one can win a lawsuit against God. He is 
righteous. We are sinful. Can an ant sue you and win? 
Who would even entertain such an idea? If the ant 
does not like what you do, squish him! 

How can the state senator make his point against 

Suing God 
A state senator sues God
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Christians Look at  the News
frivolous lawsuits by making a frivolous lawsuit himself? 
Are there other ways to protest the sue-happy culture 
of America? We can keep from engaging in them 
ourselves. We can continue to teach the word of God, 
because it teaches people to think properly. People who 
think properly do not make frivolous lawsuits. Let us 
have reverence for God, making sure that we teach the 
truth about His nature and His actions. 

Does the Senator Believe in 
God? 

I think Ernie Chambers does. Otherwise, he would 
not bring a lawsuit against God. Mr. Chambers is like 
Anthony Flew, the former world-famous atheist. Mr. 
Flew followed the evidence of design in the creation 
and concluded that there is a God. However, Mr. Flew 
does not like the God of the Bible, primarily the fact 
that He punishes. Mr. Flew and Mr. Chambers want 
a God in their own image. 

Unfortunately, the honorable Mr. Chambers has 
a lopsided view of God. Does the Bible show God 
punishing or causing great natural catastrophes? Yes, 
the Flood of Noah is the best example. Does God only 
create disasters? God said to Cyrus, “I form the light 
and create darkness, I make peace and create calamity; 
I, the LORD, do all these things” (Is. 45:7). 

God provides us with every good thing. Shall we 
say to Mr. Chambers what Job said to his wife when 
she only wanted the good things from God and not 
the bad? “Then his wife said to him, ‘Do you still hold 
fast to your integrity? Curse God and die!’ But he said 
to her, ‘You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. 
Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we 
not accept adversity?’ In all this Job did not sin with 
his lips” (Jb. 2:9, 10). 

Our world, along with the senator, needs to spend 
some time counting their many blessings rather than 
their curses, for then they shall see that the many good 
things in their lives are more than the bad things. 

What Is the Book of Job 
About? 

Does not Job 23 show what angered Job’s friends? 
“Then Job answered and said: ‘Even today my complaint 

is bitter; my hand is listless because of my groaning. 
Oh, that I knew where I might find Him, that I might 
come to His seat! I would present my case before Him, 
and fill my mouth with arguments. I would know the 

words which He would answer me, and understand 
what He would say to me’” (Jb. 23:1–5). 

The Book shows a debate between a man who 
wanted his day in court with God and the man’s 
friends who thought that the man was out of line 
for making such a request. How did God respond to 
the request for a day in court? God challenged Job 
to answer questions about the running of the earth. 
If Job could answer those questions, and do as God 
does, then God confessed that Job could save himself, 
“Then I will also confess to you that your own right 
hand can save you” (Jb. 40:6–14). 

If only Mr. Chambers would read and consider 
those words now, before he meets God in the Judgment 
when it will be too late. 

People Often Have the Same 
Complaints 

Why do many people not believe in the Lord today? 
There are many answers, but think of one that relates 
to the issue here. They dislike His threats of, and His 
actual carrying out of punishment. They do not like 
how He deals with people, holding them accountable 
for their sins. They want freedom to live as they please, 
without any consequences. However, that is not real-
istic and a state senator ought to know that, because 
he makes laws to hold people accountable. In fact, 
he wants to hold God accountable. Is Mr. Chambers 
willing to be accountable to God? 

Mr. Chambers and 
Thanksgiving Day 

I wonder, does Mr. Chambers take Thanksgiving 
Day off or even celebrate during that day? If he does, 
why? For what does he give thanks and to whom does 
he give thanks? Oh yes, Mr. Chambers, there is a God 
and He is full of compassion and mercy toward you. 
He wants to save your soul. ✞
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By Don Ruhl 

The Bible proclaims a blessing upon the 
nation that makes God its motto, “Blessed 
is the nation whose God is the LORD, the 
people He has chosen as His own inheri-
tance” (Ps 33:12). Psalm 144 shows exactly 
why America has prospered as a nation. Look 
at what the verses talk about concerning 
national prosperity, then see how it ends, 
proclaiming why such prosperity comes. 

Rescue me and deliver me from the 
hand of foreigners, 

Whose mouth speaks lying words, 
And whose right hand is a right hand 

of falsehood— 
That our sons may be as plants grown 

up in their youth; 
That our daughters may be as pillars, 
Sculptured in palace style; 
That our barns may be full, 
Supplying all kinds of produce; 
That our sheep may bring forth thou-

sands 

National Motto in Schools 

And ten thousands in our fields; 
That our oxen may be well laden; 
That there be no breaking in or going 

out; 
That there be no outcry in our streets. 
Happy are the people who are in such 

a state; 
Happy are the people whose God is 

the LORD! 
(Ps. 144:11–15) 

Do you know America’s national motto? 
In 1956, Congress adopted, “In God We 
Trust” as our national motto. As you know it 
appears in many places, the most prominent 
place, the currency of the United States. 
God has surely blessed us for making that 
public proclamation. Yes, it cannot be mere 
lip service; but any nation should not be 
silent about it, because every nation owes 
its existence to God. 

The National Motto in 
Schools 

Having the national motto displayed 

in public schools makes students aware of 
the workings of our government and makes 
them aware of something greater than 
themselves. Therefore, we rejoiced to read 
in the Grants Pass Daily Courier (Friday, 
October 5, 2007, page 14C), the following 
headline, “Bakersfield schools mull ‘God’ 
motto.” The article by the Associated Press 
went on to say, 

BAKERSFIELD, Calif. — A 
trustee in the Kern High School 
District wants to tack up posters 
bearing the motto “In God We 
Trust” in all of the district’s class-
rooms...the posters were intended to 
inspire patriotism, not to promote 
specific religious beliefs. In God 
We Trust America, Inc., a nonprofit 
run by Bakersfield City Council-
woman Jacquie Sullivan, planned 
to donate the posters...“There are 
those that are trying to remove God 
from our public life, and I do not 
think that is right,” said Sullivan. 
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Sullivan led a campaign to get the 
phrase “In God We Trust” posted in 
Bakersfield’s city council chambers 
in 2002, and in 26 other cities in the 
state. But if the Kern High School 
District approves the measure, it 
will be the first in the state to do 
so, Sullivan said... 

Let us praise God that these cities 
have posted the motto and let us hope for 
the success of posting it in the schools in 
California. Mississippi and Michigan also 
passed laws, stating that the motto 
must be posted in schools. 

List of City Council 
Chambers in 

California That Have 
Posted the Motto 

and the Year 
Apple Valley 06/01/2007 
Artesia 02/13/2006 
Arvin 07/12/2005 
Bakersfield 02/20/2002 
California City 07/19/2005 
Carson 04/04/2006 
Compton 07/10/2007 
Delano 07/15/2002 
Hawthorne 02/28/2006 
Kerman 02/21/2007 
Lodi 04/05/2006 
Maricopa 07/27/2005 
McFarland 06/09/2005 
Oakley 07/09/2007 
Oceanside 10/26/2002 
Paso Robles 07/05/2006 

Plymouth 02/09/2006 
Porterville 09/03/2002 
Ridgecrest 04/01/2005 
Shafter 07/19/2005 
Taft 03/04/2003 
Tehachapi 04/01/2002 
Tulare 10/05/2004 
Victorville 07/18/2006 
Wasco 04/16/2002 

Update: November 7, 
2007

School District De-
cides to Put Up Posters 

United Press Inter-
national reports, 

S c ho o l s  sp end 
$12,000 on ‘God’ post-
ers 

Published: Nov. 7, 
2007 at 1:06 PM 

BAKERSFIELD, 
Calif., Nov. 7 (UPI)—
The Kern High School 

District in Bakersfield, Ca-
lif., is spending $12,000 to put up 
2,300 posters in classrooms saying 
“In God We Trust.” 

In front of a standing-room-
only crowd Monday night, the 
school board voted 4-1 to approve 
the plan, The Los Angeles Times 
reported Wednesday. 

School Board President Bob 
Hampton cast the dissenting vote. 

“The spiritual side of a student 
belongs in the home and in the 

church—not in the school,” said 
Hampton. 

Board member Chad Ve-
gas—who is also an evangelical 
pastor—told the Times the vote 
means “we’re not going to accept 
the agenda of some radical leftists 
who want to expunge God from 
public dialogue.” 

Vegas—who last year got the 
board to change the name of the 
winter and spring breaks to Christ-
mas and Easter recesses—has been 

accused of pushing a Chris-
tian agenda into the public 
schools, the newspaper said. 
Vegas told the Times the 
changes merely reflect the 
conservative leanings of area 
residents. 

What shall we 
say about this 

decision? 
First, rejoice with those that 

rejoice (Ro. 12:15). 
Second, secularism is not the all-power-

ful monster we imagine it to be (Remember 
the Book of Revelation). 

Third, sometimes we win (Ro. 8:37). 
Fourth, do not give up, but remember 

the words of Jesus to Paul, “Now the Lord 
spoke to Paul in the night by a vision, ‘Do 
not be afraid, but speak, and do not keep 
silent; for I am with you, and no one will 
attack you to hurt you; for I have many 
people in this city’” (Ac. 18:9, 10). ✞

The poster in question



The Bible Meditator Page 19 January AD 2008

Christians Look at  the News

In a controversial new satirical 
documentary, author, former 
presidential speechwriter, econo-
mist, lawyer and actor Ben Stein 
travels the world, looking to 
some of the best scientific minds 
of our generation for the answer 
to the biggest question facing all 
Americans today: 

Are we still free to disagree about 
the meaning of life?

Or has the whole issue al-
ready been decided…while most 
of us weren’t looking?

The Issue:
The freedom to legitimately 

challenge “Big Science’s” ortho-
doxy…without persecution.

The debate over evolution is 
confusing and to some, bewil-
dering: “Wasn’t this all settled 
years ago?” The answer to that 
question is equally troubling: 
“Yes…and no.” 

The truth is that a staggering 
amount of new scientific evi-
dence has emerged since Dar-
win’s 150-year-old theory of life’s origins. Darwin had no con-
cept of DNA, microbiology, The Big Bang, Einstein’s Theory 
of Relativity or of the human genome. 

Each of these discoveries has, in one way or another, led a 
growing number of scientists to reconsider the simple view 

espoused by Darwin that life is a random, purposeless, chance 
occurrence. The universe, and life itself – is turning out to be 
far more complex and mysterious – than Darwin could pos-
sibly have imagined.

Darwin’s theory isn’t a single idea. Instead, it is made up of sev-
eral related ideas, each supported by specific arguments. Of the 

three, only Evolution #1 can be 
said to be scientifically “settled.”

• Evolution#1: First, evolu-
tion can mean minor changes 
in features of individual species 
– changes that take place gradu-
ally over a (relatively) modest 
period of time. 

• Evolution # 2: The 
Theory of Universal Common 
Descent - the idea that all the 
organisms we see today are 
descended from a single com-
mon ancestor somewhere in the 
distant past. This theory paints 
a picture of the history of life on 
earth as a great branching tree, 
from a single cell that “some-
how” materialized.

• Evolution#3: A cause or 
mechanism of change, the bio-
logical process Darwin thought 
was responsible for this branch-
ing pattern. Darwin argued that 
natural selection had the power 
to produce fundamentally new 
forms of life. Together, the ideas 
of Universal Common Descent 
and natural selection form the 
core of Darwinian evolutionary 
theory. “Neo – Darwinian” evo-

lution combines our knowledge of DNA and genetics to 
claim that mutations in DNA provide the variation upon 
which natural selection acts.

When you see the word “evolution.” You should ask your-
self, “Which of the three definitions is being used?” Because 
arguments and evidence supporting #1 do not support #2 or 

Press release for the movie, Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed
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#3!
 
What Is Intelligent Design?

The theory of intelligent design is simply an effort to 
empirically detect whether the “apparent design” in nature 
acknowledged by virtually all biologists is genuine design (the 
product of an intelligent cause) or is simply the product of an 
undirected process such as natural selection acting on random 
variations. 

“Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed” rejects the notion that 
“the case is closed,” and exposes the widespread persecution of 
scientists and educators who are pursuing legitimate, opposing 
scientific views to the reigning orthodoxy.

The Controversy
The American public’s awareness and beliefs vis-à-vis our 
government’s expanding role in defining the curriculum in 
America’s schools, universities and institutions of science.

Neo-Darwinian theory contends that life is the result of a ran-
dom, purposeless process.

Neo – Darwinian theory is taught in schools as if it is the only 
plausible scientific explanation of how life originated and de-
veloped. Yet Intelligent Design theory has recently emerged to 
challenge neo-Darwinian theory. 

Both are scientific theories, and the debate is therefore legiti-
mate. Why is the debate being suppressed?

At stake are two very consequential views of existence: Is life 
purposeful, and intelligently designed? Or is it random and 
purposeless?

Question #1:
Knowing this - should our government be engaged 

in official, de facto promotion of the 
exclusively secular, materialist world-
view inherent in neo-Darwinian 
theory in our nation’s public schools, 
universities and research institutions? 
Why? 
Question #2:
There is growing support among sci-
entists that there is evidence of intel-
ligent design operating in nature. 
Yet these scientists, researchers and 
educators are being routinely perse-
cuted for their scientific views. Who 
is behind this persecution? Why is 
this happening in America? How did 
this situation develop?
Question #3:
Should the enterprise of science 

somehow be treated differ-
ently from all oth-

er forms 

of 
human 

knowledge, and ac-
corded a special privilege that 

exempts it from robust debate or 
inquiry, especially when such debate 
or inquiry may alter viewpoints that 
raise important questions concerning 
larger issues that extend beyond the 
limits of science itself?

“Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed” presents 
a point-of-view so powerful, that it literally 
forces a re-examination of these issues.

What’s At Stake (and why is it impor-
tant)?
We all know that ideas have consequences.

And our country was founded on principles of 

free and open debate.

The differences between these two worldviews 
are certainly consequential. So…why the sup-
pression of scientific debate? 

If in our publicly funded schools, universi-
ties and institutions our children continue 
to be taught only this: that all life on earth is 
the result of a purposeless, meaningless and 
undirected process of random mutation and 
natural selection…

What are the consequences over time of 
teaching this one-sided worldview as if it were 
fact rather than theory?

• How will ideas of morality change, if life is 
thought to be purposeless and undirected?
• How will the role of Government change, if 
the individual is taught by The State that one 
is accountable only to ones self? 
• How will the role of “science” change, if 
“Big Science” alone determines our world-
view?

Such a change in our government’s official 
policy represents a deeply troubling shift in 
our cultural identity and a radical departure 
from the very principles upon which our 
country was built.  America is the first De-
mocracy that was founded on the distinctive 
worldview that “a Creator” conferred “inalien-
able rights” on human beings, rather than 
the State, or another institution, such as “Big 
Science.” 

So…how was it decided that the teaching of 
such a profoundly different worldview should 
become the official position of the United 
States of America’s public institutions?

Who was behind the decision? And…why?

“Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed” looks to 
scientists on both sides of the issue…and re-
veals some truly shocking answers.

Copy and paste the address below into your web browser 
or click the banner to the right

http://www.expelledthemovie.com/home.php
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While it’s cold 
outside,

why spend all 
your indoor 

time watching 
television? 

Read the Bible! 


