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By Dave Miller, Ph.D. 

Since the 1960s, widespread misconcep-
tions regarding the religious orientation of 
the Founders of the American Republic have 
prevailed. The prevailing propaganda suggests 
that most of the Founders were either atheists 
and religionless at most, or deists at the very 
least. Deism is currently defined as: “The belief, 
based solely on reason, in a God who created 
the universe and then abandoned it, assuming 
no control over life, exerting no influence on 
natural phenomena, and giving no supernatu-
ral revelation” (American Heritage…, 2000, p. 
479). This assessment of the Founders’ beliefs is 
so thoroughly embedded in societal consensus 
that the one who questions it is immediately 

discounted as an ignorant fool. 
But the real ignorance is seen in the misrep-

resentation of American history and the suc-
cessful perpetration of one of the big myths of 
our time. Immediately after World War II, revi-
sionist historians, who seem to have possessed 
an ardent hostility toward Christianity, were 
determined to expunge the role that God, the 
Bible, and the Christian religion played in the 
founding of America. Nevertheless, an honest 
seeker of truth may overcome their big myth 
by simply returning to the original documents. 
He will be overwhelmed with the magnitude of 
the Founders’ reliance on and commitment to 
God and Christianity. 

Take, as one of a myriad of examples, an 

The Founders: 
Atheists & Deists or 

Theists & Christians? 
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address delivered by an early President of the 
United States, John Quincy Adams. Not only 
did John Quincy live during the founding era 
(born in 1767), not only was his father a pri-
mary, quintessential Founder, but John Quin-
cy was literally nurtured by his father in the 
vicissitudes and intricacies of the founding of 

the Republic. 
John Adams 
involved his 
son at an ear-
ly age in his 
own activities 
and travels in 
behalf of the 
fledgling na-
tion. He ac-
c o m p a n i e d 
his father to 
France in 
1778, became 
Secretary to 
the American 
Minister to 
Russia, was 
the Secretary 

to his father during the peace negotiations 
that ended the American Revolution in 1783, 
served as U.S. foreign ambassador, both to 
the Netherlands and later to Portugal, under 
George Washington, to Prussia under his fa-
ther’s presidency, and then to Russia and later 

to England under President James Madison. 
He served as a U.S. Senator, and then Sec-
retary of State under President James Mon-
roe, and then as the nation’s sixth President 
(1825-1829), and finally as a member of the 
U.S. House of Representatives, where he was 
a staunch and fervent opponent of slavery. 

Here was a man who was sufficiently inti-
mate with the founding era to know whereof 
he spoke. He was there—and his life not 
only spanned the founding era, but was in-
tricately intertwined with the circumstances 
surrounding the birth of the country. While 
Secretary of State, in a July 4, 1821 speech to 
the citizens of the nation’s capital in Washing-
ton, John Quincy Adams articulated a pen-
etrating summary of the theological beliefs of 
the Founders: 

From the day of the Declaration, 
the people of the North American 
Union and of its constituent States, 
were associated bodies of civilized 
men and Christians, in a state of na-
ture; but not of Anarchy. They were 
bound by the laws of God, which 
they all, and by the laws of the Gos-
pel, which they nearly all, acknowl-
edged as the rules of their conduct 
(1821, p. 26, emp. added). 

Observe: this well-qualified eye-witness 

to the founding of the Republic claimed that 
all of the Founders believed in the God of the 
Bible. Not an atheist among them! He fur-
ther claimed that nearly all—the vast majori-
ty—of the Founders also believed in the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ and the Christian religion. 
Case closed. So who should we believe? The 
ACLU, the NEA, Americans United for Sep-
aration of Church and State, revisionist his-
torians, liberal politicians, activist judges, and 
socialist educators—or 
John Quincy Ad-
ams? ✞
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Give ear, O my people, to my law;

Incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

I will open my mouth in a parable; 

I will utter dark sayings of old, 

Which we have heard and known, 

And our fathers have told us. 

(Psalm 78.1–3)
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Why should we concern ourselves with dinosaurs? God created all things, in-
cluding dinosaurs. God delivered the Bible to the world, and His word speaks of 
His act of creating. The Bible does include these awesome creatures. Evolutionists 
use dinosaurs as a gateway drug to dependency on evolution. How shall we answer 
people who bring this issue up? Shall we ignore them? Or shall we prepare our-
selves to answer this issue? Therefore, we must address this issue! 

If God created all things in six 24-hour days thousands of years ago, does that 
mean humans and dinosaurs lived on the earth together? (Gen 1.24–26). 

That puts dinosaurs and man on the earth at the same time. Later, God made 
all the animals pass before Adam and he gave them names. Therefore, the first man 
saw dinosaurs. 

We have other passages to show that man saw dinosaurs (Job 40; 41). 
If they did live on the earth together, is there evidence outside the Bible to sup-

port that claim? I believe there is plenty of such evidence, as well as in the Bible. 
One such piece of evidence is the worldwide phenomenon of dragon legends. Art-
work and literature that ancient peoples left behind of dragons, show an amazing 
similarity to what we believe about dinosaurs. Yet, the stories of dragons seem to 
be fanciful. Is it possible to draw a picture of, or to write a story of, an animal or an 
incident, but embellish the story for entertainment sake? Sure it is, and probably 
happened. There seems to be no other way to explain dragon legends and artwork 
other than the fact that people saw dinosaurs. 

The Carl Sagan Explanation 
How do evolutionists explain dragon legends in ancient cultures? The likeness 

between dragons and what we think dinosaurs looked like is so close that either 
ancient people saw them or somehow got an accurate mental image of them. Evo-
lutionists choose the latter explanation, because to accept the former, they would 
have to abandon their geological timescale of evolution. And time is the miracle 

Dracorex, Dinosaurs, and Creation

By Don Ruhl 
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of evolution. 
Why people are dead set against the idea of dino-

saurs and man as contemporaries is unexplainable to 
me, except that evolutionists have to maintain their 
geological column belief. With that neat arrange-
ment, they can explain the theory of evolution. 

Listen to this quotation on how Carl Sagan ex-
plained the amazing similarity between dragons and 
dinosaurs, 

The pervasiveness of dragon myths in the 
folk legends of many cultures 
is probably no accident. (Cu-
riously, the first representa-
tive skull of Pelting man—the 
Homo erectus whose remains 
are clearly associated with the 
use of fire.) 

The implacable mutual 
hostility between man and 
dragon, as exemplified in the 
myth of St. George, is stron-
gest in the West. (In chapter 3 
of the Book of Genesis, God 
ordains an eternal enmity be-
tween reptiles and humans.) 
But it is not a Western anom-
aly. It is a worldwide phenom-
enon. 

• Is it only an accident that the common 
human sounds commanding silence or at-
tracting attention seem strangely imitative of 
the hissing of reptiles? 

• Is it possible that dragons posed a prob-
lem for our protohuman ancestors of a few 
million years ago, and that the terror they 
evoked and the deaths they caused helped 
bring about the evolution of human intelli-

gence? 
• Or does the metaphor of the serpent re-

fer to the use of the aggressive and ritualistic 
reptilian component of our brain in the fur-
ther evolution of the neocortex? 

With one exception, the Genesis account 
of the temptation by a reptile in Eden is the 
only instance in the Bible of humans under-
standing the language of animals. When we 
feared the dragons, were we fearing a part of 
ourselves? One way or another, there were 

dragons in Eden, in Sinkiang 
Province, China, in a place 
called the Mountain of Drag-
ons. 

The most recent dinosaur 
fossil is dated at about sixty 
million years ago. The fam-
ily of man (but not the genus 
Homo) is some tens of mil-
lions of years old. Could there 
have been manlike creatures 
who actually encountered Ty-
rannosaurus rex? Could there 
have been dinosaurs that es-
caped the extinctions in the 
late Cretaceous Period? Could 
the pervasive dreams and com-

mon fears of “monsters,” which children de-
velop shortly after they are able to talk, be 
evolutionary vestiges of quite adaptive-ba-
boonlike-responses to dragons and owls? 
(Since writing this passage I have discovered 
that Darwin expressed a similar thought: 
“May we not suspect that the vague but very 
real fears of children, which are quite inde-
pendent of experience, are inherited effects of 
real dangers and abject superstitions during 

ancient savage times? It is quite conformable 
with what we know of the transmission of 
formerly well-developed characters, that they 
should appear at an early period of life, and 
afterwards disappear-like gill slits in human 
embryology.”) 

(From Dragons of Eden: Speculations on 
the Evolution of Human Intelligence. Found 
at: http://www.bibliotecapleyades.net/cien-
cia/sagan/ciencia_sagan_dragon06.htm) 

Somehow then, while mankind collectively can-
not remember where he put the keys, he can remem-
ber what his ancestors saw millions of years ago! 

Dragons and Dinosaurs 
From whence came the legend of dragons? Why 

are dragons so similar in appearance to dinosaurs? 
Why does the King James Bible mention dragons? 
(e.g., Psa 74.13 KJV; ASV has “sea-monsters” and Le-
viathan is mentioned in verse 14, possibly as a paral-
lelism). 

The translators of the King James Version were 
not superstitious, nor were they mythological, but 
when “dragon” was mentioned in their culture, they 
knew that people would have in mind dinosaur-like 
beasts. Men drew dragons, but glamorized them. 

Listen to the bewilderment of a writer in Encyclo-
pedia Britannica, 

dragon, a legendary monster usually 
conceived as a huge, bat-winged, fire-breath-
ing, scaly lizard or snake with a barbed tail. 
The belief in these creatures apparently arose 
without the slightest knowledge on the part 
of the ancients of the gigantic, prehistoric, 
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dragon-like reptiles (“dragon,” Encyclopedia 
Britannica, Chicago, 1978, Micropaedia, 
Vol. III, p. 652). 

Encyclopedia Britannica is not alone in wonder-
ing how many dragons just happen to look like di-
nosaurs, 

The winged dragon of mythology looks a 
lot like some dinosaurs, except for the wings. 
Some people see dragons and dinosaurs as be-
ing one and the same. But the big difference 
is that dragons never existed! (David Norman 
and Angela Milner, Dinosaurs, New York: Al-
fred A Knopf, 1989, p. 62). 

Why do they quickly write off “dragons”? Because 
they are depicted as fire-breathing and as contempo-
raries with man. It is certainly possible that artists and 
writers took a literal animal and added things, such 
as the wings and maybe the fire (but remember Le-
viathan from Job 41). For example, consider Pegasus, 
the winged horse. Do horses exist? Do winged crea-
tures, such as birds, exist? Yes, in both case. Someone 
took wings and put them on a horse we get a creature 
that did not exist, but that does not mean the parts 
never existed. 

The writers quoted above pertaining to dragons 
and dinosaurs, see that it is amazing how the draw-
ings of dragons are often similar to dinosaurs, espe-

cially Tyrannosaurus Rex, Hadrosaurs, Duck-bills, 
Stegosaurus and the others with the hollow crests on 
top of their heads, and others that had sails on their 
backs, et al. 

Dracorex 
A new dinosaur discovery shows more similari-

ties between dragons and dinosaurs. The Discovery 
Channel web site began an article with these words, 

A dragon-like dinosaur named after Har-
ry Potter’s alma mater has performed a bit of 
black magic on its own family tree, say pale-
ontologists who unveiled the “Dragon King 
of Hogwarts” on Monday in Albuquerque. 

The newly described horny-headed dino-
saur Dracorex hogwartsia lived about 66 mil-
lion years ago in South Dakota, just a million 
years short of the extinction of all dinosaurs. 
But its flat, almost storybook-style dragon 
head has overturned everything paleontolo-
gists thought they knew about the dome-head 
dinos called pachycephalosaurs (”‘Hogwarts’ 
Dragon Unveiled,” Larry O’Hanlon, Discov-
ery News, May 23, 2006; http://dsc.discovery.
com/news/2006/05/23/hogwartsdino_din.
html?category=dinosaurs&guid=200605230
41304). 

The children’s museum of Indianapolis that had 
part in the dig, says on its web site, 

Dracorex hogwartsia is now on display. 
This 66-million-year-old, first-of-its-

kind, dragon-like dinosaur has been named 
in honor of celebrated children’s book author 
J.K. Rowling… 
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This fossil helps us un-

derstand how discover-
ies of extinct animal fossils 
may have inspired people 
throughout history to believe 
that dragons once lived. Leg-
ends about dragons are com-
mon around the world, and 
dragons have held major sig-
nificance in various religions 
and cultures (http://www.
childrensmuseum.org/themu-
seum/dinosphere/draco_rex/
index.html). 

I e-mailed Joe Taylor, a paleon-
tologist in Mt. Blanco, Texas and 
with whom I traveled to Peru to examine artwork of 
dinosaurs, asking him if he knew about this find. He 
wrote back, 

Yes, I know this skull. Dr. Bob Bakker 
had a cast of it at this last year’s SVP, Society 
of Vertebrate Paleontology. He had an inter-
esting discussion that I was a part of with an-
other superstar digger, Jack Horner. Horner 

contended that Draco rex 
etc., grew horns and then 
dissolved them and that 
there wasn’t but one or two 
species. Bakker argued that 
Draco, Stegoserous, Pachy-
chepolasaurus etc., were all 
separate species. 

Personally, such a find does 
not surprise me. As time goes on, 
we shall find more evidence that 
shows the dragons that the an-
cients drew and wrote about were 
what we know as dinosaurs. God’s 
word always proves to be right. 
However, many of the skeptics will 

not turn to the Scriptures in belief, because they do 
not want to believe. Nevertheless, we can use this to 
strengthen our own people and turn some to belief in 
creation as revealed in the Bible. ✞
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����������������� — Now Open!Join us in The Mann Properties Gallery of Dinosaur Imageryfeaturing the John Lanzendorf Collectionfor our newest exhibit, �����������������.

Is there a connection between dragons and dinosaurs?
Today, we know from fossils that dinosaurs were oncereal, living creatures. Dragons aren’t real, but peoplehave always told stories about amazing creatures withmagical powers.

Perhaps the discovery of dinosaur bones long agofueled these stories. In ancient times, people in Asiaand Europe dug up dinosaur fossils and believed theywere dragon bones.

Consider the similarities and differencesbetween dinosaurs and dragons.
Long Necks
This is the real thighbone of a ����������, a long-neck dinosaur that grew to 60 feet long. What do you

think dragon necks might look like? Long, skinny necks lifted hungry dinosaur mouths to treetops for

food. Fossils tell us some of the necks on dinosaurs grew to 28 feet long. To show how big the long-

necks were, artists often draw them next to tall trees or big predators. Can you imagine a dragon with

legs like a ����������? Most of the largest dinosaurs moved slowly. Do you think dragons would move
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�is now on display.

This 66-million-year-old, first-of-its-kind, dragon-like dinosaur has been

named in honor of celebrated children’s book author J.K. Rowling.

Author J.K. Rowling recently wrote: “The naming of ��������

���������� is easily the most unexpected honour to have come my way

since the publication of the Harry Potter books! I am absolutely thrilled

to think that Hogwarts has made a small (claw?) mark upon the

fascinating world of dinosaurs.”

The name �������������������
, from the Latin words draco (meaning

dragon), rex (meaning king), and hogwartsia (after the fictional

Hogwarts School for Witchcraft and Wizardry created by J.K. Rowling).

The nearly complete

skull was discovered

by three friends; Steve

Saulsbury, Patrick

Saulsbury and Brian

Buckmeier, all from

Sioux City, Iowa.

 They found it during a

fossil collecting trip in

South Dakota and

donated it to The

Children’s Museum of

Indianapolis.When it

was brought to the

museum’s Paleo Prep

Lab for cleaning and

studying, it was little

more than a box of

parts. It took two years

to patiently glue together the many fragments and restore the skull.



He has made the earth by His power,

He has established the world by His wisdom,

And has stretched out the heavens at His discretion. 

(Jeremiah 10.12)

Boulder Beach, South Africa
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Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php

John, The Gospel According to the Eagle 

�editating on the 
�ook of 

�ohn
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Jan 1 John 11.33–35 

Jesus Groaned and Wept 
33–35 Therefore, when Jesus saw her weep-

ing, and the Jews who came with her weeping, He 
groaned in the spirit and… Hebrews 4 says that Je-
sus can be touched by what we suffer with and by 
what we struggle with, “For we do not have a High 
Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without 
sin” (Heb 4.15). Are you surprised then that Jesus 
groaned in the spirit when He saw these people weep-
ing? John showed a Jesus touched deep within when 
He saw people hurting. He saw a woman whom He 
loved weeping, and people with her weeping, all for 
a man whom Jesus loved. He could not, He would 
not, restrain Himself. In His spirit He groaned. He 
was troubled. He loved all these people. Then He 
asked a question, but they did not understand the 
real reason He asked it. We might ask where some-
one is buried to pay our last respects, but Jesus had 
something else in mind. We know that Martha, and 
probably Mary, expected something to happen, but 
did they have any idea what they were about to see? 
They directed Him to the tomb. And so they went. 
The groaning in His spirit, and the trouble He felt 
for this people, welled up inside Him mightily and 
did you see what Jesus did? He wept! Jesus knew 
what wonderful thing He was about to do, but He 
still wept, because His spirit joined their spirits in 
pain. Their pain became His. He did not sacrifice 
His manhood by weeping, but He showed His man-
hood. He was the Son of God, but He was also the 
Son of Man, and weeping showed that. 

Jan 2 John 11.36, 37 

Support and Criticism 
36, 37 Then the Jews said, “See how He loved 

him!” And some of them said… One group saw the 
love of Jesus for Lazarus. They also knew Jesus to be 
a great Teacher and popular man; nevertheless, He 
felt for the common man and woman, and stood 
with them in their moment of sorrow. He did not 
try to avoid tears. He did not always have to have 
things upbeat. Have you read the words of King 
Solomon in Ecclesiastes 7? They are not depressing 
words, but wisdom appropriate for certain times in 
life. Jesus encountered one of those times and did 
not shy away from it, but gave Himself to it, and we 
would be wise to follow Him and to hear Solomon. 

Better to go to the house of mourning 
Than to go to the house of feasting, 
For that is the end of all men; 
And the living will take it to heart. 
Sorrow is better than laughter, 
For by a sad countenance the heart is made 

better. 
The heart of the wise is in the house of 

mourning, 
But the heart of fools is in the house of 

mirth. 
(Ecc 7.2–4) 

Jesus saw that He entered the house of mourn-
ing, and so, He wept with those who wept (Rom. 
12.15). Another group used the love of Jesus as a 
criticism. They reasoned correctly that if Jesus could 
open the eyes of the blind, He could have prevented 
a dear friend from dying. Yet, they used that truth 
to criticize Him. Sometimes critics reason correctly, 
but they use it to destroy someone. They could not 

see that even as God allowed Israel to be trapped 
between Pharaoh’s army and the mountains on one 
side and the Red Sea on the other that He might 
do a greater work, so Jesus allowed Lazarus to die 
to do a greater work. Likewise, God often allows 
us to get in difficult situations when He could have 
prevented it, that He might show His glory through 
something greater. Should Jesus prevent the death 
of everyone? No, because the Father and the Son 
want all of us eventually to join them. Death is a 
hard way to leave, but that is the way it is done. 

Jan 3 John 11.38 

Jesus Groaned Again 
38 Then Jesus, again groaning in Himself… 

What so troubled the Son of God? What so moved 
His spirit that He groaned within with a groaning 
that cannot be uttered? Perhaps He groaned again, 
feeling for these people, because they would have 
to see Lazarus die again. Perhaps He groaned again, 
this time feeling for Lazarus, because he would have 
to leave a good place to come to earth. Perhaps He 
groaned again, because He had already done many 
miracles, yet, the people continued to need to see 
more before they would believe. That grieved Jesus 
on other occasions. People saw what He could do 
for the body, but not the spirit and that grieved 
Him. Jesus arrived at the tomb of Lazarus. They 
had placed him in a cave and rolled a stone in 
front of it. There they all stopped and looked at the 
tomb. What was going on? What was Jesus doing? 
Everyone wept and they thought they were there to 
weep more. Martha had said earlier, that whatever 
Jesus asked of God, God would give to Jesus. Mary 
knew the power of the Teacher. She also knew that 
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God would give to His Son anything. Jesus did not 
fall to the ground in grief. He did not hug everyone 
there. No, He prepared Himself to do something 
else. So, what was He doing there in front of the 
tomb of Lazarus? Why had He asked Martha to 
call Mary and for the three of them, along with all 
the other people present, to go to the tomb of their 
brother? Jesus had groaned and wept, but then He 
groaned again. 

Do you see that there is a God in heaven above, 
who knows your sorrows and struggles, and who 
comforts you in those issues of life? As Paul said to 
the Corinthians in the opening of his second let-
ter to them, “Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and 
God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 
tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those 
who are in any trouble, with the comfort with 
which we ourselves are comforted by God” (2Co 
1.3, 4). God is ready to comfort you in your an-
guish right now. The guilt of your sin tortures 
your spirit. He wants to relieve you now through 
the forgiveness that comes only through His 
Son. 

Jesus Wept and Groaned 
(Part 3) 

Jesus showed His emotions 
John 11.39–57 

Jan 4 John 11.39–44 

Look at the Glory of God 
39–44 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Mar-

tha, the sister of him who was dead, said to Him, 
“Lord, by this time there is a stench, for he has been 

dead four days.” Jesus said to her… The next words 
Jesus spoke were not His memories of Lazarus. Why 
would Jesus do that? There seemed to be no reason 
for it. What He said startled Martha! Had she forgot-
ten her own confession? “Now Martha said to Jesus, 
‘Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not 
have died. But even now I know that whatever You 
ask of God, God will give You’” (John 11.21, 22). 
Martha, why did you say that whatever Jesus asked 
of God, the Father would give it to Jesus? Were they 
just words she thought did not apply to her situ-
ation? Jesus ordered them to take away the stone, 

thereby exposing the dead body within, but allowing 
something else to happen.Listen to Martha. This is 
the same woman who complained to Jesus that her 
sister was not helping to serve on another occasion 
when Jesus visited, and Martha told Jesus what to 
do! Martha thought that she had to tell Jesus that 
the smell was going to be bad, because Lazarus had 
been dead for four days. However, living people do 
not put out the stench of death! She had forgot-
ten her earlier conversation with Jesus. She thought 
that she had to tell Him something that He may not 

have realized, but He had to tell her something that 
she had forgotten. In verse 40, He reminded her 
that if she believed she would see the glory of God. 
What did she think Jesus meant by that? Martha 
backed off and when others heard and saw the re-
sponse of Jesus to her, they removed the stone. Then 
Jesus uttered an interesting prayer. He thanked the 
Father for hearing Him and for always hearing Him 
at other times. He spoke out loud before the people 
of His own belief in the Father, knowing that the 
Father always heard His prayers, but Jesus wanted 
the people to know what was going on. He wanted 

the people to know and to believe something, 
and what was about to happen, would produce 
that belief. Having spoken to the Father first, Je-
sus then spoke to, now get this, Lazarus, the dead 
man! He cried loudly for Lazarus to come forth. 
What did the people think when they heard that? 
They had seen Jesus do all kinds of miracles, even 
resurrections of the dead. Was it happening then? 
What would you think? Yes, it was happening! 
Look and see. Lazarus managed to make his way 
out of the cave, although his hands and feet were 
bound and even his face wrapped up. The people 
must have stared in stunned unbelief, because Je-
sus had to order them to loose Lazarus and let 

him go from his entanglement. He who was dead 
was alive! 

Jan 5 John 11.45, 46 

Some Believe, Some Object 
45, 46 Then many of the Jews who had come to 

Mary, and had seen the things Jesus did… Not every-
one, but many of the Jews, believed when they saw 
what happened. After three years of miracles they 

John 11.45–54
End of Jesus’ Public Ministry

John’s Gospel
The first half: Jesus’ public attest.
Jesus’ death, burial, rez’ take the rest.
Proper balance, we think.
First the food and the drink.
Then dessert, which is always the best.
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still needed proof to believe, but believe they did. 
Those who did not believe ran off to the Pharisees to 
tell on Jesus. How could they not believe when they 
saw Him resurrect a man? They saw the power, but 
they did not believe the power was of God. 

Jan 6 John 11.47–52 

The Crazy Pharisees 
47–52 Then the chief priests and the Pharisees 

gathered a council and said, “What shall we do? 
For this Man works many signs…” These were 
the powerful rulers of Jerusalem, but like Key-
stone Cops, the situation had gotten completely 
out of their hands. They even confessed that Jesus 
did many signs, which was the very thing they 
requested from Him. He did them, but they still 
did not believe, because they did not want to be-
lieve. If you do not want to believe, God Him-
self could do miracles right before you, but you 
still will not believe. The issue is not evidence. 
The issue is desire. There is plenty of evidence. Is 
there plenty of desire in your heart? The Pharisees 
revealed their fear. They feared that the Romans 
would come and take away their sacred place and 
nation. The Romans would do that forty years later, 
but not because of Jesus; rather it was because of 
their resistance to Jesus that God sent the Romans 
to destroy the once beloved city. Then God used the 
high priest for that year, Caiaphas, to speak to the 
whole group, saying that they were ignorant of the 
necessity of the death of one man to save the nation. 
God was right there listening to their conversation 
and controlling it! John chimed in that Caiaphas re-
ally had no idea what he said, because God only 
used him as a mouthpiece, kind of like Balaam’s 

donkey speaking to him. John also added that Je-
sus would die not only for the Jewish nation, but 
He would gather together into one all God’s chil-
dren. Truly, as Jesus said earlier, “…God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life” (John 3.16). And as John our writer 
said later, “My little children, these things I write to 
you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we 
have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. And He Himself is the propitiation for 
our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole 

world” (1Jo 2.1, 2). 

Jan 7 John 11.53, 54 

The Pharisees Begin to Plot 
53, 54 Then, from that day on, they plotted to 

put Him to death… Did they not want to debate 
or at least consider the words of Caiaphas? Did he 
wonder why he said what he did? When we make up 
our hearts to do something, nothing gets in our way, 

whether we do good or evil. We plow ahead and 
right on over any obstacles. They plotted to kill the 
Man who could raise people from the dead! Does 
something seem wrong with their thinking? For 
the next several days, Jesus did not make Himself 
known in the open. His death was timed perfectly, 
and He could not allow the Pharisees to change 
that. He went out into the country, to a town called 
Ephraim, and His disciples stayed with Him. 

Jan 8 John 11.55–57 

Jesus’ Last Passover Drew 
Near 

55–57 And the Passover of the Jews was near, 
and many went from the country up to Jerusalem 
before the Passover, to purify themselves… The 
last Passover before the death of Jesus approached 
and many Jews went to Jerusalem to purify them-
selves. What would Jesus do? People wondered 
whether He would show up. It was the Passover 
and as a Jewish male, would He go there? He was 
a religious teacher; how could He miss this event? 
The Pharisees put the word out that if anyone 

spotted Jesus, that person should report to the Phar-
isees. It sounds as though they had spies out and 
about. The hearts of the Pharisees were fully set in 
them to arrest and to destroy Him. Then Jesus did 
something quite bold. Do you want to know what 
He did next? You will not believe the place where 
He went! Remember the words of Martha from 
verse 24, because she spoke the truth, “I know that 
he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”  
(John 11.24). At the last day of earth, there shall be 
a resurrection. Are you ready for it? 

John 11.55–57
Passover Plot

Passover Plan
Before eating Passover we wash
And we purge all Law-breakers, by gosh.
For this counterfeit king
We will pay anything.
But until someone finds him, let’s nosh.
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The Hour of Jesus 
Finally, the time of His death arrived 

Jan 9 John 12.1–26 
Jesus showed the glory of God by raising Lazarus 

from the dead. Many people believed in Jesus when 
He did that, but plenty did not believe in Him, 
and, like first graders, they went to tell on Him to 
the Pharisees. The Pharisees did not know what 
to do. They feared that if Jesus continued to work 
miracles, everyone would believe in Him and then 
the Romans would take away Jerusalem and their 
temple from them. Therefore, they began to plot 
to kill Jesus. Then Jesus did not walk among the 
Jews for awhile, but went into the country side 
and stayed with His disciples in a town. 

John 11 reveals that the last Passover before 
the death of Jesus drew near, “And the Passover 
of the Jews was near, and many went from the 
country up to Jerusalem before the Passover, to 
purify themselves. Then they sought Jesus, and 
spoke among themselves as they stood in the 
temple, ‘What do you think—that He will not 
come to the feast?’ Now both the chief priests 
and the Pharisees had given a command, that if 
anyone knew where He was, he should report it, 
that they might seize Him” (John 11.55–57). 

Would Jesus show up? The Pharisees put the 
word out that if anyone spotted Jesus, that person 
should report it to the Pharisees. Then Jesus did 
something quite bold. Do you want to know what 
He did next? You will not believe the place where 
He went! 

Jan 10 John 12.1–3 

Six Days Before the Passover 
1–3 Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came 

to Bethany, where Lazarus was who had been dead, 
whom He had raised from the dead… Knowing that 
His time was arriving, Jesus returned to Bethany, 
just two miles from Jerusalem, the town and home 
of the man Jesus raised from the dead. He went to 
the home of Martha, Mary, and Lazarus! Martha 
served, as she liked to do, but Lazarus joined Jesus 
at the table, wanting to be with Him, and the sis-
ters wanted their brother with the One who helped 

them. Mary went to the feet of Jesus, as she liked 
to do, and anointed the feet of Jesus. She sat at His 
feet when He taught (Luke 10.39). She fell at His 
feet when He came to visit them (John 11). Here 
in John 12, she kneeled at His feet to anoint Him 
who raised her brother from the dead. She did not 
use cheap oil on our Lord, but a pound of very ex-
pensive oil of spikenard. Look at what she did next. 
After pouring the oil on His feet, she took her own 
hair, not a clothe, and wiped His feet with her hair. 
Everyone smelled the aroma of the costly oil. She 

spared no expense anointing the Maker of the oil. 
She spared not herself showing her deep gratitude 
toward the Healer of her brother. 

Jan 11 John 12.4–8 

Mary Prepares the Body of 
Jesus for Burial 

4–8 But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, 
Simon’s son, who would betray Him, said, “Why 
was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred 

denarii and given to the poor?” This he said… 
Those first three verses showed humble beauty. 
Then someone ruined the beauty of the moment. 
Unfortunately, this time it was not the Pharisees, 
but one of His own disciples, Judas, whom John 
said would betray Jesus. John reminded us of a 
secret he told us earlier. 

John 6.64 “But there are some of you who 
do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the 
beginning who they were who did not 
believe, and who would betray Him. 

John 6.71 He spoke of Judas Iscariot, the 
son of Simon, for it was he who would 
betray Him, being one of the twelve. 

The covetous heart of Judas spoiled a beauti-
ful moment. Some of the bitterest criticisms lead-
ers receive when they do good things is about the 
cost! Critics and complainers covet and are stingy. 
They are for running things efficiently in finances, 
but they do not like to give. They are stingy. Jesus 
rebuked Judas, because later, they would have to 
bury the body of Jesus in haste, leaving them no 

John 12.1–11 
The Mary/Martha Thing

To Each Her Own
Laz’rus raised, then came supper with ‘J’,
Was anointed by Mary that day.
Martha served with stiff lip.
Didn’t think she was hip.
Both earned praise.  Each had done it her way. 
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time to anoint the body for burial. Therefore, Mary, 
whether she knew it or not, prepared His body for 
the burial, which was less than a week away. If Judas 
truly cared for the poor, he could give to them later, 
because the poor will never go away, regardless of 
the prosperity of a nation, regardless of the politi-
cal party in office, regardless of anything. That was 
not an excuse to ignore the poor, but to explain that 
the poor are a never-ending problem. Do what you 
can for the poor. On other hand, other opportuni-
ties are temporary. Jesus would not be on the earth 
forever as the poor are. There was only one chance 
to prepare His body for burial. Therefore, it took 
precedence over the needs of the poor. There is a 
time and a place for every good work. Sometimes 
you have to forsake one to do another. 

Jan 12 John 12.9–11 

The Foolish Pharisees 
9–11 Now a great many of the Jews knew 

that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus’ 
sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus… 
Many Jews wanted to see both Jesus and Lazarus; 
Jesus because He was the miracle worker; Lazarus 
because He was the miracle recipient. Would you 
not want to see a man who had been beyond the 
grave and was back? Would you not want to see the 
man who brought someone back from the grave? 
What would you ask either one? I would want to 
know what it is like to die. Did you hear what John 
said in verse 10? The chief priests had already plotted 
to put Jesus to death, a Man who could keep people 
from dying or bring them back from the dead. They 
wanted to put Lazarus to death, who had already 
been dead! Do you see the futility and desperation 

of the chief priests? If they killed Lazarus, could not 
Jesus simply bring him back again? And is it a good 
idea to kill someone who can raise people from the 
dead? Obviously, He had a power they could not 
match. However, they wanted both men dead, re-
gardless of how futile that sounded, because many 
of the Jews believed in Jesus. 

Jan 13 John 12.12–19 

The King Enters His City 

12–19 The next day a great multitude that had 
come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was 
coming to Jerusalem, took branches of palm trees 
and… From the perspective of the Pharisees, scribes, 
and chief priests the situation worsened. Not only 
did many Jews believe in Jesus, but then when they 
heard that He was coming to Jerusalem, they praised 
Him as the King of Israel! Jesus added to the mes-
sianic atmosphere by riding into town on a young 
donkey, fulfilling a prophecy of Zechariah. The dis-
ciples had read the Scriptures, including Zechariah 

9, but they did not make the application right away. 
Later, they started to put everything together. That 
is a common human experience to read Scripture, 
but to forget it later when you need it. Adding more 
to the messianic expectations, the Jews who had 
seen Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead gave their 
witness of that account. The Jews had already seen 
three and a half years of miracles, and heard three 
and a half years of wonderful teachings. Then they 
heard of the resurrection of Lazarus. They needed 
no more. They believed totally that Jesus was the 
Son of David, their long awaited King. Look at the 

Pharisees rebuking themselves. They criticized 
each other—like lions or dogs biting each other 
after a prey gets away, because all their opposition 
over the past three and a half years did not ac-
complish a thing. Not only had they not stopped 
Jesus, but they saw the world going after Him. 
Whether they meant the world or not, that was 
precisely what was happening. It was not only the 
Jews who wanted Jesus, but look at what John 
showed us next. 

Jan 14 John 12.20–22 

Greeks Want to See Jesus 
20–22 Now there were certain Greeks among 

those who came up to worship at the feast. Then they 
came to Philip… The Jews believed in Jesus; sud-
denly, the Greeks wanted to believe in Him also. He 
was no longer for the Jew only, but the Greeks and 
the Romans were next, and it would not stop there, 
but has continued to include you and me, wherever 
and whoever we may be. Greeks were already in-
terested in the things of the God of Israel, because 
they were among those who went up to worship at 

John 12.12–19 
Jesus Enters Jerusalem

Humble Entry
Jesus rode on the colt of an ass.
Big white horse? No, He’s not upper class.
Unimpressive, Jews said.
But His fame, widely spread,
Slowed their plans; will result in impasse.
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the feast. Remember what we just saw happening 
during this time, the Jews praised Jesus as the King 
of Israel. Logically, these Greeks wanted to see this 
King of Israel. However, being Greeks, they were 
not allowed in the same area of the temple as the 
Jews. That is why they had to make a request. They 
found one known to be a disciple of the Christ, and 
asked if they could see Jesus. Philip did not know 
what to do. He went and told Andrew about this 
unusual request. These men thought of Jesus as the 
King of Israel, not the King of the Greeks. What 
then were they to do with a request such as this? 
Naturally, they spoke to the King about it. 

Jan 15 John 12.23–26 

The Hour Arrived 
23–26 But Jesus answered them, saying, “The 

hour has come that the Son of Man should be 
glorified…” Up to that time, Jesus had always said 
that His hour had not come. However, hearing 
that the Greeks wanted to see Him, He declared 
that His hour had finally come, the hour when 
He would be glorified. Starting at verse 24, He 
revealed that His glory would come in death. A 
grain of wheat in the hand remains a single grain of 
wheat in the hand. However, plant that grain in the 
soil, and the grain disappears as though it had died, 
because it does not remain a grain, but something 
wonderful happens. It grows into a productive plant. 
Likewise, Jesus had to die, losing Himself in the 
earth by burial, for which Mary had prepared Him, 
but then something wonderful would happen. He 
would reproduce Himself in the lives of every man 
and woman who believed in Him all over the world 
from that time till now! As Jesus stated in verse 25, 

He could not hold onto His life. If He loved His life 
on the earth in the flesh, He would lose it, because 
the Father does not want us to be here forever, but 
to join Him in heaven in the spirit. The same holds 
true for us. Love your life and lose it. Hate your life 
in this world and keep it for eternal life. Do you 
desire to serve Him? Follow Him and where He is, 
you will be also. Guess where He is right now? In 
Revelation 14, John saw a numberless multitude 
in heaven. Who were those people? He revealed in 
verse 4 who they are, “These are the ones who follow 
the Lamb wherever He goes” (Rev 14.4). Then Jesus 

added in John 12.26, that to serve Him brings 
honor from the Father. Would you think about that 
the rest of the day! 

Are you serving Him? If not, why not? What 
reason do you give? It is hard to find a good reason 
for not serving the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Troubled Soul of 
Jesus 

What could possibly trouble the soul of the 
Son of God? 

Jan 16 John 12.27–50 
Greeks approached Philip, requesting to see 

Jesus. Philip did not know what to do, so he went 
to Andrew. He did not know what to do either, so 
both of them went to Jesus. Part of what Jesus said 
to Philip and Andrew was, “The hour has come that 
the Son of Man should be glorified. Most assuredly, 
I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the 
ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it 

produces much grain. He who loves his life will 
lose it, and he who hates his life in this world 
will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, 
let him follow Me; and where I am, there My 
servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My 
Father will honor” (John 12.23–26). 

Let us hear what He continued to say. 

Jan 17 John 12.27, 28 

The Troubled Soul of Jesus 
27, 28 “Now My soul is troubled, and what 

shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? 
But for this purpose…” While the requests of the 
Greeks appeared to be good news, yet, for the life 
and person of Jesus it signaled something horrible. 
He wanted the Greeks, but to save the Jews and to 
bring in the Greeks, Jesus would have to pay a high 
price and it troubled His soul. What would happen 
that troubled the soul of the Son of God? Knowing 
the horrendous experience headed His way, should 
He have asked the Father to save Him from that 
hour? That is how we think. We believe suffering of 
all kinds must be avoided at all costs at all times. My 

John 12.20–33
Jesus Predicts His Crucifixion

Final Notice
Single seed falls to ground, then it dies.
Jesus heard no response to his cries.
Then a voice came from heav’n.
Off’ring writ of replev’n.
When three days after death He would rise. 
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proof of that is to look at the prayer list in the bul-
letin. Yet, suffering is not always bad. Many good 
things can come from suffering. While the trouble 
headed toward Jesus was horrible for Him, it was 
wonderful for the Jews, the Greeks, and for us, be-
cause by His trouble He obtained the forgiveness of 
our sins. Should Jesus then ask the Father to deliver 
Him? No, because that was why Jesus had arrived at 
that very hour. His life had a purpose. His trouble 
had a purpose. His death had a purpose. His pur-
pose was the glorification of the Father. Therefore, 
Jesus suddenly prayed, not for deliverance from the 
hour, but that through His coming trouble-filled 
hour, He would glorify the name of the Father. 
Then, straight out of heaven, came a voice, say-
ing, “I have both glorified it and will glorify it 
again.” Since Jesus prayed to the Father, the Fa-
ther answered Jesus, fulfilling His request. Philip 
and Andrew and the other people present heard 
the voice of God the Father Himself! Do you 
want to offer prayers to which God always says 
yes? Always pray that through your life, troubles, 
and death, God would glorify His name. 

Jan 18 John 12.29–33 

Jesus Will Be Lifted Up 
29–33 Therefore the people who stood by and 

heard it said that it had thundered. Others said… 
What does the voice of God sound like? Some mis-
took it for thunder. That gives us an idea of what it 
sounded like that day. Others could distinguish a 
voice and words, and to them it sounded like an an-
gel had spoken. Jesus simply explained the purpose 
for which the voice came. It was not for His ben-
efit, but for those listening that they might know 

what was coming. The glorification of the Father in 
heaven had something to do with the trouble Jesus 
would experience in a few days. He said the judg-
ment of the world had arrived. His trouble, the glo-
rification of the Father, and judgment of the world 
were connected. Simultaneously the ruler of this 
world would be cast out. Judgment of the world and 
the casting out of the ruler of this world would both 
happen when Jesus was lifted up from the earth. 
The people listening knew what that meant, as you 
will see. Plus, John told us in verse 33, what that 
expression meant. The death of Jesus Christ would 

bring the judgment of the world, cast out the ruler 
of the world, and would draw all peoples to Him. 
The latter point bringing us back to why He said all 
these things starting at verse 23. The Greeks, people 
not of Israel, were then seeking to see Jesus. In John 
10.16, Jesus said He had to bring other sheep not of 
the fold of Israel. In 12.32, Jesus explained how He 
would do that. Jesus would have to die and it would 
be by a lifting up, which for people living in the Ro-
man Empire, only meant one thing. 

Jan 19 John 12.34–36 

Walk While You Have the Light 
34–36 The people answered Him, “We have 

heard from the law that the Christ remains forever; 
and how can You say…” Some people questioned 
how Jesus could be lifted up. See, they believed Him 
to be the Christ. Yet, they had heard that the Christ 
would abide forever. How then could He speak of 
dying? They then wondered who the Son of Man 
was. They thought it was Jesus, but now they won-

dered whether it was someone else. Jesus did not 
explain how the Christ could both die and abide 
forever, but He went on to hint more at His 
death. They were to walk in the light while they 
could. Jesus was the light. They needed to take 
full advantage of Him while He was still there. 
They needed to ask Him questions. They needed 
to learn from Him and of Him. Otherwise, the 
time was just around the corner when He would 
not be there anymore. If they did not take fuller 
advantage of His presence, the darkness might 
overwhelm them. The hour and power of dark-
ness raced upon Jesus quickly, but everyone there 
was unprepared for what was coming. If they did 

not take in His light, they would walk in darkness 
and not see where they walked. They would stumble 
and fall; just as it did happen a few days later. He 
urged them further that while they had the light, 
they should believe the light, believing what He said 
about dying and putting away their preconceived 
ideas of the Christ, and of God. By doing such they 
would become sons of light. Then Jesus left and hid 
Himself. Even as He so quickly hid Himself tempo-
rarily, so He would hide Himself permanently before 
they knew it. Right now we do not see Him, but 

John 12.34
See/Hear Jesus; See/Hear God

Jesus/God
Jesus floored them with logic sublime.
Some believed but held tongues for a time.
One might think it is odd,
Who sees Jesus sees God,
And he hears Father’s words, as in mime. 
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we have His words preserved in Scripture. Are you 
taking full advantage of His teachings revealed in 
the Scriptures? Before you know it, you will be gone 
and no longer have access to the written word of 
God. Then you will have been ushered into eternity. 
The time for making things right will have ended. 

Jan 20 John 12.37–41 

Isaiah Saw the Glory of Christ 
37–41 But although He had done so many signs 

before them, they did not believe in Him… Here is 
the sad part. Jesus did many signs before the eyes 
of these people, yet, the majority did not believe 
in Him. How many signs did Jesus perform before 
those people? How many signs did He need to 
perform? Someone might say none. Other person 
might say one. However, everything is established 
by two or three witnesses. You see one miracle and 
it would be such a shock to the system that a person 
would not believe, or rather not comprehend, what 
he saw. You see a second miracle and you know that 
your eyes did not play tricks on you. He truly defied 
the laws of nature. Then a third miracle sealed 
the argument and there was no refutation. That is 
enough to produce belief. John said the unbelief of 
the people fulfilled the word of Isaiah in chapter 53 
of his book, “Lord, who has believed our report? 
And to whom has the arm of the LORD been 
revealed?” Yet, we question why those people could 
not believe. They had the Creator standing right 
there before them, suspending every law of nature. 
They could not believe because they did not want to 
believe, even as Isaiah prophesied in chapter 6 of his 
book. “He has blinded their eyes and hardened their 
hearts, Lest they should see with their eyes, Lest 

they should understand with their hearts and turn, 
So that I should heal them.” Since they did not want 
to believe, He blinded their eyes and hardened their 
hearts, because if they did understand, they would 
turn (something they did not want to do), and then 
He would heal them, but they did not want to be 
healed of their spiritual problems, for they enjoyed 
their current lives and they enjoyed their sin. They 
did not want to change. Notice Isaiah indicated 
that Jesus is the One who did these things to them. 
Moreover, Isaiah said these things when he saw the 
glory of Christ and spoke of Him. When did Isaiah 
see the glory of Jesus and speak of Him? At the time, 
he heard Jesus speaking of blinding these people and 
hardening their hearts. That happened in Isaiah 6. 
Look at what Isaiah saw and heard, and what Isaiah 
said of Him, 

“In the year that King Uzziah died, I 
saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and 
lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the 
temple. Above it stood seraphim; each one 
had six wings: with two he covered his face, 
with two he covered his feet, and with two 
he flew. And one cried to another and said: 

‘Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
The whole earth is full of His glory!’ 

And the posts of the door were shaken 
by the voice of him who cried out, and the 
house was filled with smoke” (Isa 6.1–4). 

John said Isaiah saw the glory of Jesus. But Isa-
iah said he saw the glory of Yahweh of hosts! There-
fore, Jesus is Yahweh of hosts! 

Jan 21 John 12.42, 43 

Belief, Fear, and Praise 
42, 43 Nevertheless even among the rulers many 

believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they 
did not confess Him, lest… In spite of the unbelief 
of some, there were rulers who did believe in Jesus. 
However, they kept it quiet. They did not want any-
one to know, especially the Pharisees. The Pharisees 
decreed that whoever professed belief in Jesus would 
be put out of the synagogue, leading to economic 
and familial hardships, but Revelation 21 reveals the 
eternal hardship of the unbelievers and the fearful, 
“But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, mur-
derers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all 
liars shall have their part in the lake which burns 
with fire and brimstone, which is the second death” 
(Rev 21.8). John showed that those rulers loved the 
praise of men more than they loved the praise of 
God. Association in the synagogue brought social 
recognition, which those rulers did not want to 
give up. Yet, John revealed that when we believe in 
God’s Son, God recognizes it. How does God praise 
us? Can the praise of men come close to matching 
that? 

Jan 22 John 12.44–50 

Judgment in the Last Day 
44–50 Then Jesus cried out and said, “He who 

believes in Me, believes not in Me but in Him who 
sent Me…” This was the last public discourse of 
Jesus. Chapters 13 through chapter 17, record the 
words of Jesus spoken only in the presence of His 
disciples. Now get the connection between the 
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Father and the Son. Believe in Jesus, you believe in 
the Father. See Jesus, you see the Father. Jesus said 
similar things in chapters 5 and 10. 

John 5.17 “My Father has been working until 
now, and I have been working.” 

John 10.30 “I and My Father are one.” 

Jesus came as a light into the world, so that if 
we believe in Him, we will not abide in darkness. 
He said that if you walk in the darkness, you do 
not know where you are going. Because of what 
Jesus had already said, if we reject His teachings 
and do not believe in Him, He will not judge 
us. Jesus does not necessarily take rejection per-
sonally, but the Father does, because He is the 
One who sent Jesus and told Him what to say 
and what to do. The Father did not send Jesus 
into the world to judge the world, because the 
world is judged already. “He who believes in Him 
is not condemned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed 
in the name of the only begotten Son of God” 
(John 3.18). Since we were already in judgment, 
He came to save us from the condemnation of 
the judgment. No, if we reject Jesus and do not re-
ceive His words, those words shall judge us. Revela-
tion 20 shows three Books shall be opened for every 
person at the Judgment. There is the Book of Life. 
There is each person’s book. There is the Bible. Jesus 
revealed here in verse 49 that we do not have to be 
surprised by the words that shall judge us, because 
He has already revealed to us what those words shall 
be. Still that is not Jesus doing the judging, because 
He only spoke what the Father commanded Him to 
speak. Jesus began to conclude, saying that He knew 

the commandment of God was everlasting life. Do 
you know that? Do you believe it? Do you live it as 
though you believe it? Start believing and obeying 
it, for then your place at the Judgment will be easy. 
God shall open your book and the Bible and He will 
see that they are the same. If they are the same, your 
name is in the Book of Life. You can enter heaven. 
Therefore, whatever Jesus spoke, just as the Father 
told Him, so Jesus spoke. That is the way it should 
be with us. 

The Lord and Feet 
Mary anointed the feet of Jesus, but He 

washed the feet of His disciples  

Jan 23 John 13.1–17 
Jesus finished giving public discourses. Let us 

watch Him with His disciples on His last night, 
the very night on which He was betrayed, arrested, 
and tried. A few days have passed since the events 

of chapter 12. Chapter 12 began by telling us that 
it was six days before the Passover. Chapter 12.12 
showed another day go by, so that it was five days 
before the Passover. Somewhere between 12.37–50 
or after those verses, five days transpired.

Jan 24 John 13.1 

Jesus and the Disciples 
1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Je-

sus knew that His hour had come that… Before they 
started to eat the Passover, Jesus contemplated 
this, His hour when He would depart this world 
and go to His Father, thinking of His Father 
and of His love for Him. As He thought on His 
death, He also thought of His own, His disciples, 
the men whom He would leave in this world, and 
His love for them had not diminished, but He 
loved them to the very end. 

Jan 25 John 13.2–5 

Jesus and Humility 
2–5 And supper being ended, the devil hav-

ing already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, 
Simon’s son, to betray Him… After Jesus thought on 
leaving this world to go to His Father and thought 
on His love for His disciples and that He loved them 
even to the end, even Judas, they ate the Passover, 
remembering Israel’s deliverance from Egyptian 
bondage, symbolizing the bondage from which Je-
sus shortly would deliver them and us. When they 
finished eating, and with the devil already having 
put the idea of betraying Jesus into the heart of Ju-
das, knowing that such had happened, and knowing 

John 13.1–20
Foot Washing at Last Passover

Foot Washing?
Simon Peter thought Jesus was wrong.
Gave a typical reason, head-strong.
Now, since Jesus washed feet,
Surely then it is meet
That we wash one another’s, with song. 
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that the Father had given all things into the hands 
of Jesus, so that He had authority in heaven and on 
earth, putting Him, “far above all principality and 
power and might and dominion, and every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in that 
which is to come, [putting] all things under His 
feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the 
church” (Eph 1.21, 22), and knowing that the Fa-
ther sent Him and that it was time to return to the 
Father, knowing all those things—and picture the 
disciples watching this—Jesus then rose from eating 
the Passover. He took off His outer garments, took 
a towel and wrapped it around Himself, tying it in 
place. What did the disciples think? What would 
you have thought? Then they saw Jesus pour water 
into a basin—it appears that no one said a thing 
while Jesus did these things—and He went to the 
first disciple and began to wash their feet. Once the 
feet were washed, the Son of God wiped their feet 
dry. Would you just contemplate that picture for the 
rest of the week. 

Jan 26 John 13.6–11 

Jesus and Peter 
6–11 Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter 

said to Him, “Lord, are You washing my feet?” Jesus 
answered and said to him… That first sentence told 
us that Peter was going to say or do something! We 
do not know how many disciples’ feet Jesus washed 
before going to Peter, but Peter saw all this going 
on and his thoughts were running. He knew exactly 
who Jesus was and Peter could not handle seeing the 
Creator about to wash Peter’s feet. Do you remem-
ber this incident recorded in Matthew 16? “When 
Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He 

asked His disciples, saying, ‘Who do men say that I, 
the Son of Man, am?’ So they said, ‘Some say John 
the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one 
of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you 
say that I am?’ Simon Peter answered and said, ‘You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living God’” (Matt 
16.13–16). Do you remember John 6 when every-
one turned away from Jesus? “From that time many 
of His disciples went back and walked with Him no 
more. Then Jesus said to the twelve, ‘Do you also 
want to go away?’ But Simon Peter answered Him, 
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words 
of eternal life. Also we have come to believe and 
know that You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God’” (John 6.66–69). Do you remember Luke 5 
when Peter humbled himself before the Lord? “But 
Simon answered and said to Him, ‘Master, we have 
toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless at 
Your word I will let down the net.’ And when they 
had done this, they caught a great number of fish, 
and their net was breaking. So they signaled to their 
partners in the other boat to come and help them. 
And they came and filled both the boats, so that 
they began to sink. When Simon Peter saw it, he fell 
down at Jesus’ knees, saying, ‘Depart from me, for 
I am a sinful man, O Lord!’” (Luke 5.5–8). With 
full knowledge of the true identity of Jesus, and of 
Peter’s own failings as a man, he could not handle 
or allow the Maker of heaven and earth to stoop 
down at his feet and wash them! Therefore, bold Pe-
ter questioned whether the Lord would wash Peter’s 
feet. Jesus revealed to Peter that he did not under-
stand what the Lord was doing. However, He reas-
sured Peter that he would understand later, either by 
the Lord’s explanation or when He fully understood 
what it meant to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. Peter 
still objected, even taking a stronger stance. Jesus ex-

plained that there was more significance to this than 
just Jesus washing the feet of Peter. Jesus told Peter 
that if he would not allow Jesus to wash his feet, 
Peter had no part with the Lord, knowing that Pe-
ter wanted to have a part with the Lord. Peter’s life 
was all about the Lord. Yet, Peter still did not know 
what the Lord was all about. However, when Pe-
ter heard the Lord’s explanation, Peter swung to the 
other extreme! Lord, if not washing my feet means 
that I have no part with you, than do not wash my 
feet only, but wash my hands and my head. I want 
to have part with you. Do not leave me behind! In 
verse 10, Jesus hinted further at the spiritual nature 
of what He was doing. On the one hand, Peter’s 
body was clean, probably having washed earlier in 
the day. Yet, walking around in sandals, his feet were 
dirty. Peter’s feet and body, and the feet and bodies 
of all the disciples, represented something about the 
whole group. Even as their whole bodies were clean, 
except for one part, their feet, so, all of them were 
clean spiritually, except one of them, because Jesus 
knew who would betray Him, which is why Jesus 
declared that not all of them were clean. 

Jan 27 John 13.12–17 

The Lord and Feet 
12–17 So when He had washed their feet, taken 

His garments, and sat down again, He said to 
them… Jesus washed the feet of Peter and the other 
disciples. They all heard the conversation between 
Jesus and Peter. They all watched the miracle worker 
and wonderful Teacher wash everyone’s feet. They all 
wondered what was going on. All eyes were on the 
Messiah, the Christ, the Lord of heaven and earth. 
They watched Him take back His garments and sit 
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down. Everything Jesus did and said had meaning. 
Therefore, everyone remained silent. They waited 
to hear words of grace flow from His mouth as on 
other occasions. He asked a question to which no 
one gave an answer. He asked, “Do you know what 
I have done to you?” They could have answered 
that He washed their feet. However, after endless 
metaphors from Jesus, they no doubt expected to 
hear something other than simple washing of feet. 
They had heard birth represent conversion. They 
heard water represent eternal life. They heard food 
represent doing the will of God. They heard bread 
represent Jesus. They heard water represent the Holy 
Spirit. They heard a door represent Jesus. Therefore, 
they knew that Jesus did more than just wash their 
feet. Then He got them thinking spiritually again. 
They correctly called Him Teacher and Lord. Yet, 
if He, the Lord and Teacher, could wash their feet, 
they could certainly wash one another’s feet. He 
was above them, but they were all equally below 
Him. If a lord can wash the feet of his servants, 
the servants can certainly wash one another’s feet. 
If a teacher can wash the feet of his disciples, the 
disciples can certainly wash one another’s feet. Truly, 
it is something they ought to do. If they had not 
caught the message yet, in verse 15, John told us 
that Jesus came right out and said that He gave 
them an example. An example is something to 
imitate. They were to do as He had done to them. 
Then listen to Him in verse 16, as He showed that 
none of them were above doing humble service for 
one another. He stated that a servant is not greater 
than his master. Therefore, the servant is not exempt 
from serving other servants. The servant is required 
to do humble ministering. He stated further that 
the one sent is not greater than the one who sent 
him. Therefore, the one sent is not exempt from 

doing what he was sent to do. The one sent must do 
what the sender commands. If they understood the 
teaching and example of Jesus, that was good, but 
the blessing came in doing what they understood. 

Jesus not only washed the feet of Peter, but the 
Lord and Teacher also washed the feet of “Andrew 
[Peter’s] brother; James the son of Zebedee, and 
John his brother; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas 
and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Al-
phaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thad-
daeus; Simon the Cananite, and…Judas Iscariot, 
who also betrayed Him” (Matt 10.2–4). Jesus knew 
what Judas would do just minutes or perhaps within 
an hour or two of washing the feet of Judas, never-
theless, Jesus still washed the feet of Judas. Could 
you do that? Think of someone who despises you or 
whom you despise and see yourself washing the feet 
of that person, doing some humble service. That is 
what Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Teacher did. 
That is what He taught us to do and until we can 
do it, we have not fully arrived as disciples of Christ! 
Wow! Why did Jesus have to wash the feet of the 
disciples? Evidently, no one else had done it yet. Per-
haps they were still wondering who was the greatest. 
The greatest is he who dies to himself. That begins 
at baptism. 

The Lord and Love 
Jesus loved His disciples; they were to love 

one another 

Jan 28 John 13.18–38 
As Jesus washed the feet of His disciples, Peter 

objected. The Lord explained that if He did not 
wash Peter’s feet, then he had no part with Jesus. 
Peter then excitedly asked the Lord to wash his 

hands and head also. However, the Lord revealed 
that the rest of Peter’s body was clean, but not all 
of them present were clean, subtly revealing that Je-
sus knew who would betray Him. He continued to 
talk about humble service to one another. Knowing 
that His revelation that not of all of them were clean 
would trouble the disciples, He next addressed this 
troubling issue, because the uncleanness of the one 
would affect Jesus in ways the disciples could not 
imagine. 

Jan 29 John 13.18, 19 

Jesus and the Unclean One 
18, 19 “I do not speak concerning all of you. I 

know whom I have chosen; but that the Scripture 
may be fulfilled…” When Jesus finished speaking 
of humble service, He wanted them to know that 
He did not speak of all of them when He said that 
not all of them were clean. He affirmed that He 
knew whom He had chosen, meaning that He knew 
who was clean and who was not clean. Concerning 
the one who was not clean, the Scriptures had to 
be fulfilled, because Psalm 41.9 said fully of the 
betrayer, 

Even my own familiar friend in whom I 
trusted, 

Who ate my bread, 
Has lifted up his heel against me. 
(Psa 41.9) 

That very thing happened on the night we have 
been reading about. Jesus ate bread, the Passover, 
with His betrayer. Jesus even washed the feet of His 
betrayer. Yet, what did one of the disciples do short-



The Bible Meditator Page 22 January AD 2009

ly after this? That disciple lifted his heel, his foot, 
against Jesus, as if to kick Him! Jesus said all these 
things with the betrayer sitting right there at the 
table with Jesus and His disciples, close enough 
that shortly Jesus would hand the betrayer a piece 
of bread. Then in verse 19, Jesus stated that He 
was prophesying, revealing these things before 
they happened, so that when the other disciples 
saw it, they would believe that Jesus was He, that 
is, the Messiah of the Hebrew Scriptures. He had 
already done numerous things to show them His 
true identity, but they would go into the world, 
preaching a new religion and they needed all 
the proof that they could get, and Jesus gave 
it to them. Therefore, listen to what He said 
next. 

Jan 30 John 13.20 

Jesus and Those He 
Sends 

20 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who 
receives whomever I send receives Me…” Who-
ever received the apostles, received the One 
who sent the apostles, and that was Jesus Christ. 
Whoever received Jesus Christ, received the One 
who sent Jesus, and that was God the Father. If you 
receive the testimony and teaching of the apostles, 
you have received Christ, and if you have received 
Christ, you have received His Father. The reverse 
is also true. If you reject the apostles, you reject 
the One who sent them, and that is Jesus Christ. 
If you reject Jesus Christ, you reject the One who 
sent Him, and that is God the Father. Get this 

nailed down in your mind, because some people 
want Jesus, but not the teaching of His apostles. 
Others want God, but not His Son Jesus Christ. 
Reject one, reject all. Receive one, receive all. 

Jan 31 John 13.21–30 

Jesus and the Betrayer 
21–30 When Jesus had said these things, He 

was troubled in spirit, and testified and said… 
Having spoken to His disciples that one of them 

would lift up his heel against Jesus, as Jesus con-
templated more what that one would do, He was 
troubled in His spirit. Then He said something 
that surprised them all. One of them would betray 
Jesus. How would that trouble your spirit? Think of 
one of your close friends, one you would even call 
a familiar friend, betraying you to your enemies, 
leading to your death, all for a little bit of money. 
The thought is too horrible to imagine. Verse 22 
says that the disciples looked at each other with 
perplexity. That means the betrayer had hidden 

his evil plans and other evil things he was doing. 
None of the disciples suspected who it might be. 
None immediately thought that they knew who it 
was. However, they all wanted to know. Peter even 
went so far as to ask one of the other disciples, one 
whom Jesus loved and who one was leaning on 
Jesus, believed to be John the apostle, to ask Jesus 
who the betrayer was. That disciple whom Jesus 
loved then asked the Lord, “Lord, who is it?” Jesus 
gave John and Peter a sign. Jesus would dip His 
bread, then give it to the betrayer, further fulfilling 

Psalm 41.9. Jesus dipped the bread and gave it 
to Judas. Once Jesus gave Judas the bread, Sa-
tan entered Judas. Satan found a way into the 
inner circle of Jesus and His disciples! Once 
that was accomplished, Jesus did not avoid His 
hour, nor did He try to delay it, but He told 
Judas that what He was to do, to do quickly. 
No one else knew why Jesus said that to Judas. 
Even Peter and John may not have known that 
the betrayal would happen in just a little bit. 
Nor did they know what Judas would do to 
accomplish it. Judas may not have understood 
what Jesus said. They all had their speculations. 
Since Judas was in charge of the money, they 

thought perhaps he was to buy more for the feast, 
or that Jesus was asking Judas to give to the poor. 
Judas did as Jesus instructed. When Judas received 
the bread, he lifted his heel against the Lord, going 
out into the night, showing that since we know 
the Jews arrested Jesus that night, that this feast 
and the revealing of Judas did not happen during 
the day, but it was already night and these things 
were happening rapidly. ✞

John 13.21–35
Jesus Predicts His Betrayal

Judas Out; Love In
Pete’ put John up to asking the quest’n.
Jesus answered in midst of digest’n.
He gave Judas the sop.
Who then left there, chop-chop.
New commandment was more than suggest’n. 
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�ow can a young man 
cleanse his way?

�y taking heed 
according to �our 
word. 

(Psalm 119.9)


