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Reading Scripture and learning 
from world history, I have been won-
dering when a depression or depres-
sion-like times would strike again! Are 
we headed in that direction? No one 

knows for some of the reasons I will state 
in this article. 

Beware of watching too much news, because they run a business to make 
money. Therefore, they will do what they can to get your attention rather than hav-

ing you watch their competitor’s broadcast. That means they will sensationalize the 
news, often making things sound worse than they are, or by saying that things will 

get worse. 

I did not say things, such as the economy, are not bad, but the news 
media operate in a crisis mode and they want you 

in one also. I want to show you that the 
media, the government, nor anything 
else is in control, but you can put your 
faith in Someone. 

What I think is interesting is how 
people forget past bad times and forget 
that they made it through those times. 
In 1981–1982, America had a deep re-
cession with unemployment rates much 
higher than they are now. 

God, the Economy, and You 
What shall we do in the day of adversity? 

By Don Ruhl 
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America has experienced other recessions and de-
pressions. We experienced the economic difficulties 
of the Revolutionary and Civil Wars. The Stock Mar-
ket crash of 1987 was the largest ever. 

Yet, somehow we are all here today! 

Neither Republican 
Nor Democrat
Nor Man 

When I was young I remember 
hearing that another depression 
could not occur because we had 
put controls in place, and I be-
lieved it. 

Then I read the Bible and 
learned some things. Man may do 
many things, but One rules who 
is greater than all. If He wants to 
create a depression or something 
far worse, He can do it regard-
less of the safeguards we put in 
place. He can also take the poor-
est nation on earth and make it 
the richest. 

Genesis 41 shows the dreams of Pharaoh and Jo-
seph’s interpretation of the dreams. “Then Joseph said 
to Pharaoh, ‘The dreams of Pharaoh are one; God has 
shown Pharaoh what He is about to do: The seven 
good cows are seven years, and the seven good heads 
are seven years; the dreams are one. And the seven 
thin and ugly cows which came up after them are sev-
en years, and the seven empty heads blighted by the 
east wind are seven years of famine. This is the thing 
which I have spoken to Pharaoh. God has shown 
Pharaoh what He is about to do. Indeed seven years 
of great plenty will come throughout all the land of 

Egypt; but after them seven years of 
famine will arise, and all the plen-
ty will be forgotten in the land 
of Egypt; and the famine will de-
plete the land. So the plenty will 

not be known in the land because 
of the famine following, for it will 
be very severe’” (Gen 41.25–31). 

Same Pharaoh. Same govern-
ment. Same political party. Same poli-

cies. Seven years of good times. Seven 
years of bad times. 

It does not matter who we put in 
the White House or Congress, 

adverse times shall come and 
prosperous times shall come. 

Never Forget Who Rules 
Daniel 4 has King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream when 

he saw a great tree. The tree provided every good 
thing. Then a holy one in heaven ordered the tree cut 
down, but to leave a stump and he would be driven 
from men until he learned something. Verse 17 ex-
plained who did this and why, “This decision is by 
the decree of the watchers...In order that the living 
may know that the Most High rules in the kingdom 
of men...” (Dan 4.17). 

Daniel revealed that the tree represented King 
Nebuchadnezzar. He exalted himself as God, but the 
true God humbled the king, making him live as an 
animal until he learned who truly rules in the king-
doms of men. 

Has America exalted herself to God-status? In 
some ways, yes. In many ways, no. God loves our 
nation. Therefore, He humbles us that we might re-
member that He is God and Jesus is His Messiah who 
gives us true hope and change. The world needs to see 
that we are not the messiah. 

God Never Allows Ceaseless 
Prosperity 

Let every American learn the wisdom of the mag-
nificent Book of Ecclesiastes. Listen to the wisdom 

of Solomon in chapter 7 as he addressed good 
and bad economic times, 

Consider the work of God; 
For who can make straight what He has 

made crooked? 
In the day of prosperity be joyful, 
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But in the day of adversity consider: 
Surely God has appointed the one as well as the other, 
So that man can find out nothing that will come after him. 
(Ecc 7.13, 14) 

Now we ought to consider our times. What shall we consider? Consider your 
relationship with God. Consider your efforts to build His Son’s church, for that 
surpasses our economy in importance in the mind of God. 

God gives good times and God gives bad times, because He does not want us 
to have faith in the wealth of America, our jobs, our government, or tomorrow. 
He wants us to believe in Him. Have you committed your way to Him? 

Commit your way to the LORD, 
Trust also in Him, 
And He shall bring it to pass. 
(Psa 37.5) 

Cast your burden on the LORD, 
And He shall sustain you; 
He shall never permit the righteous to be moved. 
(Psa 55.22) 

How have you managed to survive to this day? 
You have had both days of prosperity and days of 
adversity. Is today a new situation from which 
the Lord cannot rescue you? 

The Lord’s hand can help us. 

Genesis 18 shows Sarah laughing at God’s 
promise to provide her with a son when she was 
old. You do not laugh at God. He said to her, 
“Is anything too hard for the LORD? At the 
appointed time I will return to 
you, according to the time of 
life, and Sarah shall have a 
son” (Gen 18.14). 

Numbers 11 records 
some of the endless 
complaining of Israel in 
the wilderness. When 

the Lord promised to provide what must have amounted to at least 90 million 
pounds of quail in a month, Moses wondered how the Lord would do it, “And 
the LORD said to Moses, ‘Has the LORD’s arm been shortened? Now you shall 
see whether what I say will happen to you or not’” (Num 11.23). 

Can the same arm of the Lord help us today? Yes, therefore, let us cultivate a 
winning spirit when hard times overwhelm us. 

Yes, hard times will hit us, but they do not have to destroy us. “But we have 
this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God 
and not of us. We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are per-
plexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not de-
stroyed—always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the 
life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body” (2Co 4.7–10). Do you believe 

that passage? Do you live by it? 

Isaiah 59 explains that the Lord’s arm can help us in something that 
matters more than the economy. The Lord’s people could not under-

stand why He would not help them. Isaiah revealed that the problem 
did not reside with the Lord. 

Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, 
That it cannot save; 

Nor His ear heavy, 
That it cannot hear. 
But your iniquities have separated you 
from your God; 
And your sins have hidden His face from 
you, 
So that He will not hear. 
(Isa 59.1, 2) 

Your sin like a wedge separates you from 
God. However, confession and repentance 

removes the wedge. If you 
are not even a Christian, 

repentance and baptism 
removes the wedge. Is 
it that simple? Yes. So, 
what are you waiting 
for? ✞
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Christians Look at the News

On Creation Versus Evolution 

Evolutionists cannot explain how: 

Something came from nothing 

Order came from chaos 

Life came from non-life 

One kind of life came from another kind of life 

1.

2.

3.

4.

On Abortion 
If he is not alive,
 why is he growing?
If he is not a human being,
 what kind of being is he?
If he is not a child,
 why is he sucking his thumb?
If he is a living, human child,
 why is it legal to kill him?
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By the breath of God ice is given,
 And the broad waters are frozen. 
(Job 37.10)

“Frozen Lake” by Mytho on iStockphoto.com
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“Has My hand not made all these things?”

“The heavens are the work of Your hands.”

Acts 7.50 Psa 102.25

With permission of James Converse 
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By Don Ruhl 

On Friday, January 20, 1961, President John F. Kennedy said toward the end 
of his inaugural speech, 

“In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been 
granted the role of defending freedom in its hour of maximum danger. 
I do not shrink from this responsibility—I welcome it. I do not believe 

that any of us would 
exchange places with 
any other people or 
any other generation. 
The energy, the faith, 
the devotion which 
we bring to this en-
deavor will light our 
country and all who 
serve it—and the glow 
from that fire can tru-
ly light the world. 

And so, my fellow 
Americans: ask not 
what your country 

can do for you—ask what you can do for your country. 

My fellow citizens of the world: ask not what America will do for you, 
but what together we can do for the freedom of man.” 

Likewise, my fellow Christians: ask not what the church can do for you—ask 

what you can do for the church. Again, my fellow disciples: ask not what the 
church and her leaders will do for you, but what together we can do for the salva-
tion of man. 

What was the spirit of Jesus Christ? We call ourselves Christians after His 
name! We claim to be His disciples! Mark recorded something that Jesus said in 
Mark 10 that exemplifies the life of Christ, and if He is our Master and Teacher, 
it should exemplify our lives also, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many” (Mark 10.45). 

We did not become 
members of the church 
to be served, but to serve, 
and to give our lives for 
one another. 

Yet what is the prevail-
ing opinion about look-
ing for a church? People 
look for a church that will 
serve them. People in a 
church complain if they 
are not being served. 

What was the spirit 
of Paul, a representative 
of Jesus Christ? Paul said 
something in Acts 20 that 
shows he followed in the 
steps of His Lord Jesus 
Christ. Are we better than Paul that we do not have to have the spirit spoken of 
here? He explained to the Ephesian elders how he conducted his ministry. Let us 
be able to speak the same way about our time in the church. “You know, from the 
first day that I came to Asia, in what manner I always lived among you, serving 

How Do You Pronounce Service? 

Service or Serve-Us? 
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the Lord with all humility, with many tears and trials 
which happened to me by the plotting of the Jews” 
(Acts 20.18, 19). 

Do I expect to be catered to or to find opportuni-
ties to serve others? 

How do you pronounce S-E-R-V-I-C-E? Do you 
say, “service”? Or do you say, “serve-us”? 

Serve the Lord By Serving Brethren 
That was what Paul did in Asia. Christianity is not 

a self-serving religion. A servant of God does His bid-
ding. However, does God need anything that we can 
supply? Why does a rich man have servants? To give 
him what he lacks? No, they fulfill his wishes and do 
his bidding. God has servants for the 
same reason. We do not supply what 
God lacks, because He lacks nothing, 
but He is rich and has servants, and 
it is our privilege to fulfill His wishes 
out here in the field, and then we can 
join Him later in His mansion. 

Serve the Lord Humbly 
The Master gets the glory and 

credit, not the servant. Our concern is for the One we 
serve. Therefore, we keep a low profile. Luke 17 has 
the words of Jesus that puts our service to God in per-
spective. What is our reason for being? “And which 
of you, having a servant plowing or tending sheep, 
will say to him when he has come in from the field, 
‘Come at once and sit down to eat’? But will he not 
rather say to him, ‘Prepare something for my supper, 
and gird yourself and serve me till I have eaten and 
drunk, and afterward you will eat and drink’? Does he 
thank that servant because he did the things that were 
commanded him? I think not. So likewise you, when 
you have done all those things which you are com-
manded, say, ‘We are unprofitable servants. We have 
done what was our duty to do’” (Luke 17.7–10). 

Can we ever do more than what God requires of 
us? Should He thank us? Have you been served by a 
humble waitress or waiter? Did you remember her or 
his name years later? Probably not, but you remem-
bered the place and wanted to go back. 

Since we serve without expecting to be served, 
Second Timothy 2 shows the proper disposition of 
a servant of God. This applies first to preachers, but 
if you listen carefully you will note that it applies 
to preachers so that it can apply to those whom he 
teaches. “And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel 
but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, in humil-
ity correcting those who are in opposition, if God 
perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may 

know the truth (2Ti 2.24, 25). 

Serve the Lord with Many Tears 
Do not separate your emotions from your service 

to the Lord. When people reject our service that we 
do in the name of the Lord, it hurts. 

Rivers of water run down from my eyes, 
Because men do not keep Your law. 
(Psa 119.136) 

Now while Ezra was praying, and while he 
was confessing, weeping, and bowing down 
before the house of God... (Ezra 10.1a). 

How much does our service to God mean to us? 
If you cannot say with Jesus, “For even the Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and 
to give His life a ransom for many” (Mark 10.45), 
is it because you say, I have come to be served and 
you cannot expect me to serve? Where did you pick 
up that attitude? Did you secure it from reading the 
Bible? 

Serve the Lord in Trials 
When people persecuted Paul, he did not quit, 

but served the Lord with tears and in trials. Many 
Christians fall away when they encounter problems. 

Someone criticized them. Someone 
offended them. They expected certain 
kind of help, (though they rarely gave 
it themselves). Do the servants of our 
country quit because they encounter 
problems? Politicians? Soldiers? Po-
lice? Do they not determine to do a 
better job?

Serving the Lord and His people 
will anger the servants of Satan. There-
fore serving the Lord and His church 

will not always be easy or convenient. “And I will very 
gladly spend and be spent for your souls; though the 
more abundantly I love you, the less I am loved” (2Co 
12.15). “Yes, and if I am being poured out as a drink 
offering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, I 
am glad and rejoice with you all” (Phi 2.17). 

Let us together ask what we can do for the church. 
It is not about telling others what they must do. The 
question we asked before our conversions, should not 
stop, but should increase in intensity, that is, What 
must I do to be saved? Now ask: What must I do to 
stay saved? Rededicate yourself as a servant of God. 

✞

“You know, from the first day that I came to Asia, in what 
manner I always lived among you, serving the Lord with all 
humility, with many tears and trials which happened to me 

by the plotting of the Jews…” (Acts 20.18, 19). 
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Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from 

this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php

�editating on 
�he �ook of 

�evelation 

“Paper Texture” (1124483) by Andrew C., Bucharest, ro, Romania, stock.xchng
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Jan 1 Revelation 13.1, 2 
A Beast From the Sea 

1, 2 Then [he] stood on the sand of the sea. And 
I saw a beast rising up out of the sea… In Daniel 
7, beginning with the first three verses, the Bible 
says, “In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, 
Daniel had a dream and visions of his head while on 
his bed. Then he wrote down the dream, telling the 
main facts. Daniel spoke, saying, “I saw in my vi-
sion by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven 
were stirring up the Great Sea. And four great beasts 
came up from the sea, each different from the other” 
(Dan 7.1–3). After showing the first three beasts, 
which corresponded to the Babylonians, Persians, 
and Greeks, Daniel showed the fourth beast in vers-
es 7 and 8, which is the same beast of Revelation 13, 
“After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, 
a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, exceedingly 
strong. It had huge iron teeth; it was devouring, 
breaking in pieces, and trampling the residue with 
its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were 
before it, and it had ten horns. I was considering 
the horns, and there was another horn, a little one, 
coming up among them, before whom three of the 
first horns were plucked out by the roots. And there, 
in this horn, were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a 
mouth speaking pompous words” (Dan 7.7, 8). 

Jan 2 Revelation 13.1, 2 
A Beast From the Sea 

1, 2 Then [he] stood on the sand of the sea. And 
I saw a beast rising up out of the sea… Daniel re-
ceived an interpretation of the fourth beast, “The 
fourth beast shall be a fourth kingdom on earth…” 
(Dan 7.23–27). We shall see in Revelation the very 
things of Daniel 7.23–27 happening. Look at the 
head of the beast in Revelation. The beast had seven 
heads. The beast had ten horns with crowns, for 
they are kings. The beast’s heads had blasphemous 
names. Notice that this part of the beast is similar 
to the dragon in 12.3, where it was said that the 
dragon had, “seven heads and ten horns, and sev-
en diadems on his heads.” Here is the significance 
of what we saw in 12.3, which shows that Rome 
worked for the dragon. Satan did not make direct 
attacks on Christ, or on the woman, or on God’s 
people. Rather Satan worked through agents, es-
pecially the Roman government when he tried to 
devour Jesus. Look at the beast. His body was like a 
leopard, having the swiftness of the Greeks. His 
feet were like a bear’s feet, having the crushing 
power of the Medo-Persian Empire. His mouth 
was like the mouth of a lion, having the raven-
ous appetite of the Babylonian Empire. The first 
three beasts in Daniel 7 were a lion, a bear, and 
a leopard. [Notice the reverse order] The fourth 
beast, which is the sea-beast of Revelation 13, 
combined all three into one. The Roman beast 
received three things from the dragon: power, a 
throne, and great authority. 

Jan 3 Revelation 13.3 
One Head of the Beast Recovered 

from a Mortal Wound 

3 And I saw one of his heads as if it had been 
mortally wounded… There are many interpretations 
of this event, but consider this one. All interpreters 
accept that the sea-beast was Rome, so the horns rep-
resent 10 kings or caesars of Rome as a later chapter 
indicates. It is believed that the mortal wound in 
Revelation 13 was the suicide of Nero, which cast 
the empire in anarchy for about two years. The sui-
cide of Nero did not end the Roman Empire, but 
the kingdom continued and revived its persecution 
of the church. So, the deadly wound was healed. The 
same thing was said about the Lamb Jesus Christ in 
5.6 when John said that he saw, “a Lamb as though 
it had been slain.” To the world, this magnified the 
power of the beast of Rome. All the world marveled 
at its recovery and followed the beast. 

Revelation 13.1–10
The Political Anti-Christ

Political Anti-Christ
Many heads, horns and crowns, beast from sea.
Leopard, bear, lion, dragon was He.
 Deadly wound on head healed.
 Forty-two months free-wheeled,
Led the world into cap-tivi-tee.
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Jan 4 Revelation 13.4 
The Banner of the Beast 

4 So they worshiped the dragon who gave au-
thority to the beast… The world worshiped the 
dragon because he gave authority to the beast. The 
world also worshiped the beast. His recovery made 
people think he was god-like. People believed he 
was invincible. They saw him as unique, “Who is 
like the beast?” they cried. There was no one else in 
all the world like him, which made the beast seem 
greater than what he really was. They believed no 
one could make war with the beast and win, “Who 
is able to make war with him?” The beast was so 
powerful that it was impossible for any other nation 
to wage war with him. The persuasion that the beast 
used for worship of himself was brute force. You had 
to worship him, or suffer at the hands of his cruel 
power. The Book of Revelation reveals a showdown 
between the Lamb and the beast. The banner of the 
beast is presented here in 13.4. The banner of the 
Lamb was presented in 6.16, 17, “…who is able to 
stand [before the Lamb]?” 

Jan 5 Revelation 13.5 
The Authority of the Beast 

5 And he was given a mouth speaking great 
things and blasphemies… The beast was given a 
mouth and he spoke great things, but they were 
blasphemous things, which means that He spoke 
against sacred things. He had authority to continue 
for 42 months, which is 3 1⁄2 years or 1260 days. In 
Daniel’s prophecy days are years. 

Jan 6 Revelation 13.6 
The Blasphemy of the Beast 

6 Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy 
against God… Although the beast had more than 
one head, they all spoke as one in contempt of the 
true God. The beast blasphemed God’s name, His 
tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven. The sea-
beast was full of rage against God, because the rage 
of the beast is the rage of the dragon, the number 
one hater of God. 



The Bible Meditator Page 13 January AD 2010

Jan 7 Revelation 13.7 
The Victory of the Beast 

7 It was granted to him to make war with the 
saints and to overcome them… The Roman beast 
hated the church and the saints of God. Someone 
granted him to be able to make war with the saints 
and to overcome the saints of God. The church was 
headed for extremely rough times. The brutality of 
this beast could not be underestimated. Sadly, his 
power and authority were so great that eventually he 
silenced the saints. It is hard to find much from the 
saints of God during this time in history. Not only 
did the beast fight the church viciously, but he had 
authority over every tribe, tongue, and nation, and 
used it to the maximum brutality. The beast was the 
world power of Rome. 

Jan 8 Revelation 13.8 
The World Worshiped the Beast 

8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him… 
People worshiped the beast, because he appeared to 
have god-like powers. The sea-beast did whatever he 
wanted to do. We all do what we want to do, but 
none of us has the dominion, authority, and power 
of the beast. While the beast appeared to be all-pow-
erful, John implied that there was a group of people 
who did not worship the beast. Who would have the 
knowledge to know that the beast was not worthy 
of worship? Who knew how to conquer the beast, 
so that they were greater than the beast? They were 
those whose names have been written in the Book of 
Life of the Lamb. The Lamb is the One who in the 
mind of God had been slain since the foundation 
of the world. Yet, John had just written in verse 7 
that the beast would war against the saints and over-
come them. While those written in the Book of Life 
did not worship the beast that does not mean they 
did not pay a dear cost for such refusal. Remember 
12.11 explained that one of the ways that the saints 
overcame the dragon was by not loving their lives to 
the death, because they had to give their lives. Only 
those not in the Lamb’s Book of Life cower before 
the beast and worship him. 

Jan 9 Revelation 13.9 
Listen 

9 If anyone has an ear… Do you have an ear? 
If so, listen to what the Spirit said to the churches. 
John wrote of a beast who killed people who did 
not worship him. These things are written that we 
might have the knowledge and the courage of our 
early brothers and sisters when we face death (per-
haps from another beast). Why was this suddenly 
brought up? Perhaps this situation sounded so hor-
rible that Christians in the first century would think 
that it could not happen, but it could and it did, 
and it could happen again. 
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Jan 10 Revelation 13.10a 
The Violent Suffer Violence 

10a He who leads into captivity shall go into 
captivity… Those who enslave shall be enslaved. 
Those who kill with the sword shall be killed with 
the sword. The beast and his followers shall reap as 
they have sown. 

Jan 11 Revelation 13.10b 
The Victory of the Saints 

10b Here is the patience and the faith of the 
saints. Yes, the beast to a great extent would over-
come the saints in his war against them, but do not 
forget 11.15 (a key verse in Revelation), “Then the 
seventh angel sounded. And there were loud voices 
in heaven, saying, ‘The kingdoms of this world have 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, 
and He shall reign forever and ever!’” (Rev 11.15). 
Revelation 12.11 revealed what is necessary to de-
feat our adversary, as do other parts of the Bible, 
“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their testimony, and they did 
not love their lives to the death” (Rev 12.11). Now, 
in Revelation 13.10, John mentioned two more 
things that would be especially necessary. The first 
was patience. Be patient, because victory will not 
be obvious initially, but wait and the victory will be 
realized. The second was faith. Patience grows out of 
faith. He who does not trust God will be persuaded 
by the beast. 

It all begins with faith. Faith knows that the way 
of Christ leads to victory, if you are willing to be 
patient. Faith has confidence in Christ, confidence 
that leads you to obey His every command. Faith 
does not argue with the Lord about His commands, 
but obeys now, being baptized and following Jesus 
everyday till death. 

The Dragon’s Helpers 
(Part 2) 

The dragon called up a ferocious 
beast from the earth 

Jan 12 Revelation 13 

The dragon enlisted the help of the Roman Em-
pire to make war with the offspring of the woman 
in Revelation 12. The Roman Empire in the spirit 
looked much like the dragon. The dragon has seven 
heads, ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. 
The Roman Empire has seven heads, ten horns, and 
on his horns ten crowns. The Roman Empire came 
up out of the sea of the peoples, in particular a mix-
ture of the Babylonian Empire, the Medo-Persian 
Empire, and the Grecian Empire. The sea-beast of 
the Roman Empire could make war with the saints 
and overcome them. This dreadful sea-beast was 
joined by another beast. The second beast helped 
the first beast in a unique way. Watch what hap-
pens. 
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Jan 13 Revelation 13.11 
Beast From the Earth 

11 Then I saw another beast coming up out of the 
earth… A beast from the earth joined the sea-beast. 
Notice the word, “another.” The Greek language 
of the New Testament had two different words for 
“another.” One meant another of a different kind. 
The other word, which is the word used here, means 
another of the same kind. This is crucial for under-
standing history and symbols in Revelation later. 
The second beast is like the first beast. Interestingly, 
he had “two horns like a lamb.” The earth-beast, 
while dreadful, was not as ferocious as the sea-beast, 
but was innocent-looking like a lamb. This beast 
only had two horns instead of ten like the sea-beast, 
because his horns do not represent certain individu-
als, but offices. However, this beast does not speak 
like a lamb, but like a dragon. He may look inno-
cent, but do not be fooled. The way to discern was 
by listening to what he said or taught. His teaching 
was just like that of the dragon or Satan. Satan tries 
to appear innocent and religious, but inwardly he is 
just as dangerous as if he appeared as a dragon. He 
will “come to [us] in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly 
[he will be] a ravenous [wolf ]” (Matt 7.15). He will 
also make himself seem like an angel of light, or an 
apostle of Christ, or even a good work, but it is all 
deceit (2Co 11.13–15). 

Jan 14 Revelation 13.12–17 
The Work of the Earth-Beast 

13.12 The Earth-Beast Had All the 
Authority of the Sea-Beast 

12 And he exercises all the authority of the first 
beast in his presence… His authority was exercised 
in the presence of the sea-beast, so that the earth-
beast was related to the Roman Empire, and con-
temporary with it. What is said in verse 2 that the 
sea-beast had power, a throne, and great authority 
could also be said about the earth-beast. It can also 
be said that the earth-beast received his authority 
from the dragon or the devil. The earth-beast had 
the authority to continue 42 months, because ac-
cording to verse 5 the sea-beast had authority to 
continue for 42 months. Even as the sea-beast had 
authority over every tribe, tongue and nation, so the 
earth-beast had authority over every tribe, tongue 
and nation. The earth-beast caused worship of the 
sea-beast. John mentioned the deadly wound of 
the first beast. Is this mentioned here because 
the earth-beast was what helped to revive the 
sea-beast from his seeming death blow, or is it 
that after the death-blow and then recovery that 
is when the earth-beast appeared? It seems that 
it is the latter. The Roman Empire was taking 
advantage of the world marveling and following 
it, which the Empire converted into emperor 
worship. 

Jan 15 Revelation 13.12–17 
The Work of the Earth-Beast 

13.13,14 The Earth-Beast Performed 
Great Signs 

13, 14 He performs great signs, so that he even 
makes fire come down from heaven on the earth in 
the sight of men… He performed great signs. The 
deception was powerful. The earth-beast was a reli-
gious power, used by the Roman Empire to encour-
age emperor worship. He deceived with his signs. 
The ones deceived are those who dwell on the earth. 
He was granted to do these signs in the presence 
of the sea beast, so that people were deceived into 
making an image to the sea beast, a picture of em-
peror worship. The sea-beast had been wounded, 
but lived, which convinced the people that an image 
ought to be made to the sea-beast. 

Revelation 13.11
The Religious Anti-Christ

Religious Anti-Christ
Had two horns like a lamb.  But the voice
seemed OK, so folks made a bad choice.
 Didn’t trash the first beast.
 Had a number.  At least
we are sure it was not Adonoi’s.*

* “Adonai is the Hebrew word for “Lord”
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Jan 16 Revelation 13.12–17 
The Work of the Earth-Beast 

13.15–17 How the Beasts Treat Their 
Opposition 

15–17 He was granted power to give breath to the 
image of the beast… The earth-beast received power 
to give breath to the image of the sea-beast. The 
earth-beast continued his deceptive signs by making 
it appear that the mere image was alive. This caused 
further wonder in the hearts of the people. The im-
age of the beast also caused as many as would not 
worship his image to be killed. He was intolerant. 
This happened in the Roman Empire, like the three 
world powers that preceded it, they did not tolerate 
worship of any gods, but the ones they authorized. 
Why did Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego end 
up in Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace? Why did Dan-
iel end up in the lion’s den? Many Christians paid 
with their lives for refusing to worship the image of 
the beast, for refusing to worship the emperor. He 
caused everyone to receive a mark either on the right 
hand or on the forehead. This was a mark of com-
promise. But it was no more a visible mark than the 
mark we receive from God. Remember, “He who 
overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of 
My God, and he shall go out no more. I will write 
on him the name of My God and the name of the 
city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes 
down out of heaven from My God. And I will write 
on him My new name” (Rev 3.12). “Do not harm 
the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed the 
servants of our God on their foreheads” (Rev 7.3). 
John will show the mark of God again. 

Jan 17 Revelation 13.18 
The Number of the Beast 

18 Here is wisdom. Let him who has understand-
ing calculate the number of the beast… Why did 
John introduce this by saying, “Here is wisdom”? It 
takes wisdom because it is not obvious. If the num-
ber was literally 666 visible on the body, what need 
would there be for wisdom in doing the calculating? 
Let the understanding people calculate the number 
of the beast. Consider the meaning of the number. 
The number had a spiritual meaning behind it. Is 
this a number the beast ascribed to himself, or was it 
a number God ascribed to the beast? I believe it was 
the latter. This is an important distinction. If the 
beast ascribed it to itself, then it is something it uses. 
If God ascribed the number to the beast, God is tell-
ing us something about the nature of the beast. This 
makes sense in the Book of Revealing! John wrote 
that it is the number of man. I did not say, “The 
number of a man.” The Greek does not have an in-
definite article. Some times it is necessary to add it 
in English, and some times it is not necessary. The 
context determines what the translator should do. 
So it reads literally, “for number of man it is.” 

Jan 18 Revelation 13.18 
The Number of the Beast 

18 Here is wisdom. Let him who has understand-
ing calculate the number of the beast… The number 
is 666. We have seen the number 7 frequently up 
to this point in Revelation, and there will be more. 
There have been seven churches, Spirits, lampstands, 
stars, lamps of fire, seals, horns, eyes, angels, trum-
pets, thunders, seven thousand killed, diadems, and 
heads. 666 is a disruption of this pattern. 666 makes 
us stumble after a cadence of repeated 7s. 666 is 
like trying to start your engine, but it will not fire. 
However, 7 refers to God and His work, most of the 
time (one exception). 6, even tripled, is very close 
to 7, but it is not quite there. Man is 6, just a little 
lower than God, for man was made in the image of 
God, but man is not God, regardless of what man 
tries, even tripling the number 6, tripling his effort, 
tripling the ferocious animals  (leopard, bear, and 
lion), but man still comes up imperfect. Therefore, 
emperor worship was false, as is worship of any man 
or self. The sea-beast, regardless of his awesome and 
terrible power was not worthy of worship. The beast 
would not be a literal animal, nor would it be Satan 
in the flesh, but it was man in his full evil power, 
as manifested in various ways, and in this context 
the Roman Empire. The beast was not a god, con-
trary to all the claims of the two beasts. Regardless 
of the jaw-dropping power of man, be careful not to 
think nor to work as though the government or any 
agency of man is God. No man or group of people 
are even close. 
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Jan 19 Revelation 13
Revelation 13 shows there are only two sides in 

this conflict. No one, besides the dragon and God, 
was standing by on the sidelines. You are either for 
Christ, or against Him. If you are for Him, you are 
of the woman. If you are not for Christ, you are 
against Him and on the side of any beast that arises 
in history. Jesus put it as plain as it could ever be, 
“He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who 
does not gather with Me scatters” (Luke 11.23). Do 
we believe that beasts like Rome could never arise 
again? Christians are suffering horribly in some na-
tions today. Saints in America who refuse to bow 
before the beast of secularism are persecuted. Yet, 
few are they who even know that there is a beast 
of secularism. We are so consumed with the gov-
ernment, cable company prices, gas prices, bodily 
health, traffic, people moving to the area, the war 
in Iraq, and other matters of flesh that we do not 
even notice what the secularistic beast is doing right 
here to us. Let us wake up by being consumed with 
what God is consumed. There is a great, fiery red 
dragon who will use anything to destroy us. God 
knows this, of course, and seeks to warn us in the 
Book of Revelation. 

The Followers of the Lamb 
(Part 1) 

Do you have the mark of God on your 
forehead? 

Jan 20 Revelation 14 

There is a fierce battle going on right now in the 
spirit and we are the prize. On one side is a seven-
headed, ten-horned great fiery red dragon, using 
dreadful beasts that he creates from the nations. On 
the other side is a seven-horned, seven-eyed Lamb, 
whom all of heaven worships and whom His follow-
ers on earth adore. Here is what we see next. 

Jan 21 Revelation 14.1 
The Lamb on Mount Zion 

1 Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb standing 
on Mount Zion… John had seen the dragon call up 
two beasts. One beast he brought up from the sea, 
and it had a body like a leopard, feet like the feet of 
a bear, and a mouth like the mouth of a lion. An-
other beast the dragon brought up from the earth, 
and he had two horns like a lamb, but he spoke like 
a dragon. The earth-beast caused people to worship 
the sea-beast. Something else caught John’s atten-
tion. It was a much different sight. It was a glori-
ous sight and a hopeful sight. Christians in the first 
several centuries suffered greatly at the hands of the 
beasts, but it was also true that those saints were 
victorious with the Lamb. With God the situation 
is never hopeless, and with the Christian death is 
victory. Therefore, what we have is, 

Instead of the beast, 
 the Lamb; 
instead of the beast’s followers and their mark, 
 the Lamb’s followers with the divine name; 
instead of the pagan earth, 
 mount Zion 

(James Moffatt). 
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Jan 22 Revelation 14.1 
The Lamb on Mount Zion 

1 Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb standing 
on Mount Zion… John saw that the Lamb, Jesus 
Christ, had not been dethroned, but He still held, 
and still holds, His position. Mount Zion is the City 
of God, which is the church (Heb 12.22, 23), but 
the beasts did not throw Jesus off the mountain. In 
chapter 5, there was a picture of the Lamb having 
been slain, but here He was standing gloriously on 
a mountain top, so that the Lamb is an unexpect-
ed foil to the beasts. The Lamb was not alone, but 
144,000 were with Him. We saw this number in 
Revelation 7. John learned that these are the ones 
who have washed their robes in the blood of the 
Lamb, because they were baptized in water to wash 
away their sins. Revelation 14.4, 5 will describe 
them more. They had the mark of the Father 
on their foreheads. They did not receive the 
mark of the beast, but received the seal of God, 
identifying who they were. We do not have to 
worry, God knows that we have not compro-
mised, and He knows that we are departing 
from iniquity. 

Jan 23 Revelation 14.2 
A Voice from Heaven 

2 And I heard a voice from heaven, like the voice 
of many waters… John heard a voice that was noth-
ing like the dreadful sound of a dragon, or the roar 
of a carnivorous dinosaur, but like the rhythmic 
sounds of many waters and like the power of thun-
der. John heard harps being played. 

Jan 24 Revelation 14.3 
A New Song 

3 They sang as it were a new song before the 
throne… Chapter 13 painted a picture of horror 
and dread, but in this chapter the saints rejoiced. 
Back in 5.8, 9a, John showed us something similar, 
“Now when He had taken the scroll, the four liv-
ing creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down 
before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden 
bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the 
saints. And they sang a new song…” (Rev 5.8, 9). 
Here the four living creatures and the twenty-four 
elders sang the new song. In chapter 14, it is the 
144,000 singing the new song, and the audience is 
the throne, the four living creatures, and the twen-
ty-four elders. No one else could learn the song, ex-

cept the 144,000. The 144,000 were redeemed 
from the earth. From 7.13–17 we found out 
that the 144,000 and the countless multitude 
were those who had washed their robes in the 
blood of the Lamb. They are children of God 
from both dispensations. 

Revelation 14.1–5
The Male Choir Of 144,000

The Bachelor Blues
Hundred forty four thousand from earth,
singing song of a coming rebirth,
 all eschewed Adam’s rib,
 (Bachelor Blues in the trib’),
and kept singing in spite of the dearth.
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Jan 25 Revelation 14.4, 5 
The Identity of the 144,000 

4, 5 These are the ones who were not defiled 
with women, for they are virgins… They are virgins. 
They did not fornicate spiritually with the beast. In-
stead of fornicating with the beast, which all who 
received his mark were doing (14.8, 9), these did 
not compromise with the beast. They followed the 
Lamb wherever He goes. Jesus said, “If anyone de-
sires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross daily, and follow Me” (Luke 9.23). 
Jesus died, was buried, and was raised from the 
dead. Christians also do the same thing when they 
are baptized, “Or do you not know that as many of 
us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him 
through baptism into death, that just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in newness of life” (Rom 
6.3, 4). From that point on they go wherever Jesus 
leads them. They were redeemed from among men. 
They are firstfruits to God and to the Lamb. They 
are without guile in their mouths. They are without 
fault before the throne of God. 

Jan 26 Revelation 14.6, 7 
The Everlasting Gospel 

6, 7 Then I saw another angel flying in the midst 
of heaven… John saw yet another angel! This one is 
flying and preaching. Now that is my kind of an-
gel! This was the first of three angels in this vision. 
The first angel had the everlasting gospel to preach. 
The everlasting gospel, because it is a message for 
the whole age, and bringing everlasting life to those 
who believe and obey it. While the church does the 
preaching on earth, this angel preaching in heaven 
shows that we have heaven’s help. Here is the ever-
lasting gospel: 

Fear God 
Give glory to God 
The hour of His judgment has come 
Worship Him as the Creator 

Jan 27 Revelation 14.8 
The Fall of Babylon 

8 And another angel followed, saying, “Babylon 
is fallen, is fallen…” Babylon the great city had fall-
en, but the Babylonian empire had already fallen. 
Babylon is used symbolically to help us see how an-
other city was like ancient Babylon. The language 
of this verse is reminiscent of Jeremiah’s prophecy 
about the literal Babylon, “For thus says the LORD 
God of Israel to me. ‘Take this wine cup of fury 
from My hand, and cause all the nations, to whom 
I send you, to drink it’” (Jer 25.15). “Babylon has 
suddenly fallen and been destroyed. Wail for her! 
Take balm for her pain; perhaps she may be healed” 
(Jer 51.8). She was fallen because she brought on 
the other nations the wine of the wrath of her forni-
cation. Spiritual Babylon fornicated spiritually with 
the other nations. Therefore, they all share in the 
wine of God’s wrath. 
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Jan 28 Revelation 14.9–11 
God’s Wrath on the Worshipers of the 

Beast 

9–11 Then a third angel followed them, saying 
with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and 
his image, and receives his mark…” The worshipers 
of the beast shall also drink of the wine of the wrath 
of God, which is poured out full strength, that is, 
unmixed. Here God’s wrath is mixed with mercy. 
In hell, there is not one drop of the mercy of God. 
It is poured out full strength into the cup of God’s 
indignation. The wrath of God is to be tormented 
with fire and brimstone. Fire and brimstone pro-
duce the greatest pain known to man. Hell is like 
fire and brimstone in the spirit, the greatest pain 
known to man in the spirit. The torment takes place 
in the presence of the holy angels and in the pres-
ence of the Lamb, augmenting the torment. It will 
be like the rich man who saw Lazarus and Abraham. 
It will be as Jesus pictured, “There will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and 
Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom 
of God, and yourselves thrust out” (Luke 13.28). 

Jan 29 Revelation 14.9–11 
God’s Wrath on the Worshipers of the 

Beast 

9–11 Then a third angel followed them, saying 
with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and 
his image, and receives his mark…” The smoke of 
the torment ascends forever and ever. The smoke 
ascends forever and ever, because there is an end-
less source of fuel. Isaiah 34.9, 10 shows that the 
imagery of the Book of Revelation is the imagery of 
the Old Testament. Jude 7 speaks of the Sodomites, 
“suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.” There is no 
rest day or night for those who worship the beast 
and worship his image and receive the mark of the 
beast. Heaven is a place of rest, but hell is not a 
place of rest. The torment is eternal, not allowing 
one moment of rest! In contrast, the 144,000 serve 
God day and night (7.15), and they have sweet rest 
(Heb. 4). 

Are you among the ones going to heaven? 
He can save you, if you are willing to follow the 
Lamb wherever He goes, doing whatever He 
commands. Do not try to fool Him, because 
He cannot be fooled. He will not save you if 
you are halfhearted. Are you ready to avoid the 
same fate as those who worship the beast? 

The Followers of the Lamb 
(Part 2) 

What works shall follow you after your 
death? 

Jan 30 Revelation 14 

John showed in Revelation 14.9–11, the eter-
nal consequence for those who worship the beast. 
In verses 1–5, he showed the eternal blessedness for 
those who worship God. We want to avoid the eter-
nal fire reserved for the worshipers of the beast, but 
we want to be on Mt. Zion with the Lamb and all 
who sing the new song. How can I be sure that such 
is my end? Listen to the rest of Revelation 14. 

Revelation 14.9–13
Beast’s or Blest’s?

Beast’s or Blest’s?
He who worships the beast gets no rest.
Those who die in the Lord get the best.
 Most accept the beast’s mark.
 Few are like Joan of Arc.
Be advised not to under-invest.
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Jan 31 Revelation 14.12 
The Victory of the Saints 

12 Here is the patience of the saints… The saints 
have victory through patience. John mentioned pa-
tience in 13.10, “He who leads into captivity shall 
go into captivity; he who kills with the sword must 
be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and 
the faith of the saints” (Rev 13.10). Victory is com-
ing, but we have to be patient and know that God is 
working all things according to His plan. The saints 
have victory by keeping the commandments of God. 
God wants us to keep all His commandments. Do 
not excuse yourself from keeping His command-
ments, because He accepts no excuse, but expects 
full compliance regardless of our excuses. The saints 
have victory by keeping the faith of Jesus Christ. 
Faith is relying upon the wisdom of another. Faith is 
relying upon the wisdom of Jesus Christ. ✞

More on Revelation 14.7
In Revelation 14.7, an angel announced the gospel, proclaiming, 

“Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who 
made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.” 

Many people say that First Corinthians 15.1–4 comprises the gospel and that only the points here are the gos-
pel. There Paul said, 

“Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and 
in which you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless 
you believed in vain. For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according 
to the Scriptures…” 

However, the gospel is more than First Corinthians 15.1–4. For one thing, that passage listed three elements to 
the gospel, all introduced with the word, “that.” Paul said the gospel is: 

That Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures
That He was buried 
That He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures 

However, Paul did not stop his thought at verse 4, rather he continued on through verse 8. In verses 5–8, he 
listed the witnesses of the resurrection. He began this section, saying, “and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the 
twelve…” (1Co 15.5). Therefore, First Corinthians 15 gives us four points, not three. The fourth item Paul listed was 
the witnesses to the resurrection of Christ. This is a crucial point, for if there were no witnesses to the resurrection, 
then that great truth is not establihsed. Those then who say that First Corinthians 15.1–4 is all that comprises the 
Gospel err by not including the fourth item. 

They also err by leaving out other passages that reveal more points to the Gospel, such as Galatians 3.8, “And 
the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, 
saying, ‘In you all the nations shall be blessed.’” And there are other passages. 

We can add to those, what the angel announced in Revelation 14, that the good news is that we: 

Fear God 
Give glory to God 
Rejoice that the hour of God’s judgment has come 
Worship God 

Look up the word “gospel” in a concordance and you will discover more that the Holy Spirit revealed on the 
good news! 

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
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The Story of the Bible By Steve Lloyd

Lesson 10: Joseph 
Genesis 45

1 Then Joseph could not restrain himself before all those 
who stood by him, and he cried out, “Make everyone go 
out from me!” So no one stood with him while Joseph made 
himself known to his brothers. 2 And he wept aloud, and the 
Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard it. 3 Then Joseph 
said to his brothers, “I am Joseph; does my father still live?” 
But his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed 
in his presence. 4 And Joseph said to his brothers, “Please 
come near to me.” So they came near. Then he said: “I am 
Joseph your brother, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 But now, do 
not therefore be grieved or angry with yourselves because you 
sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6 
For these two years the famine has been in the land, and there 
are still five years in which there will be neither plowing nor 
harvesting. 7 And God sent me before you to preserve a poster-
ity for you in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliv-
erance. 8 So now it was not you who sent me here, but God; 
and He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his 
house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt. 9 “Hurry 
and go up to my father, and say to him, “Thus says your son 
Joseph: ‘God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to 
me, do not tarry. 10 You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and 
you shall be near to me, you and your children, your children’s 
children, your flocks and your herds, and all that you have. 
11 There I will provide for you, lest you and your household, 
and all that you have, come to poverty; for there are still five 
years of famine.’ 12 And behold, your eyes and the eyes of my 
brother Benjamin see that it is my mouth that speaks to you. 
13 So you shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of 
all that you have seen; and you shall hurry and bring my father 
down here.” 14 Then he fell on his brother Benjamin’s neck 
and wept, and Benjamin wept on his neck. 15 Moreover he 
kissed all his brothers and wept over them, and after that his 
brothers talked with him. 

16 Now the report of 
it was heard in Pharaoh’s 
house, saying, “Joseph’s 
brothers have come.” So 
it pleased Pharaoh and 
his servants well. 17 And 
Pharaoh said to Joseph, 
“Say to your brothers, ‘Do 
this: Load your animals 
and depart; go to the land 
of Canaan. 18 Bring your 
father and your households 
and come to me; I will give 
you the best of the land of 
Egypt, and you will eat the 
fat of the land. 19 Now you 
are commanded—do this: 
Take carts out of the land 
of Egypt for your little ones 
and your wives; bring your 
father and come. 20 Also 
do not be concerned about 
your goods, for the best 
of all the land of Egypt is 
yours.’” 

21 Then the sons of Israel did so; and Joseph gave them 
carts, according to the command of Pharaoh, and he gave 
them provisions for the journey. 22 He gave to all of them, to 
each man, changes of garments; but to Benjamin he gave three 
hundred pieces of silver and five changes of garments. 23 And 
he sent to his father these things: ten donkeys loaded with the 
good things of Egypt, and ten female donkeys loaded with 
grain, bread, and food for his father for the journey. 24 So he 
sent his brothers away, and they departed; and he said to them, 

“See that you do not become troubled along the way.” 
25 Then they went up out of Egypt, and came to the 

land of Canaan to Jacob their father. 26 And they told him, 
saying, “Joseph is still alive, and he is governor over all the land 
of Egypt.” And Jacob’s heart stood still, because he did not 
believe them. 27 But when they told him all the words which 
Joseph had said to them, and when he saw the carts which 
Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father 
revived. 28 Then Israel said, “It is enough. Joseph my son is 
still alive. I will go and see him before I die.” 

Joseph reveals his identity to his brothers 

“You meant evil against me; but God meant it for 
good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to 

save many people alive” (Gen 50.20).
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The Story of the Bible By Steve Lloyd

The Twelve Sons of Israel

Reuben
Simeon
Levi
Judah
Issachar
Zebulun
Dan

Naphtali
Gad
Ashur
Joseph
Benjamin

Questions:

Who was Joseph?

How does Joseph’s story fit into the promise God gave to Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob?

How does Joseph look at the long string of events that led him 
and his family to Egypt? 

For more information read Hebrews 11.22; Genesis 50.24–26

1.

2.

3.
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And He said to them, 
“Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?” 

(Luke 2.49) 

Our Father’s Business
Leadership – Proverbs 13.4

Who Repaired the Roof?

In Mark 2, the Bible tells of four men who tore a hole in a roof to let down their paralyzed 
friend before Jesus, who was speaking in a crowded house, and they knew that Jesus could heal 
him. After the healing, who fixed the roof? 

Not mere onlookers
Not the scribes
Not the me-first people
Not those seeking entertainment

The people who repaired the roof were those who did not think the job was beneath 
them. They did not reason that they did not tear up the roof. They did not say that it was not 
their house. It was the same people who could wash the feet of others and who knew that the 
Church of Christ moves forward by people doing the “little jobs.” They know that the smallest 
jobs are noticed by the Lord and He rewards those people richly. 

They See People Who Need Love

How do you see people? Do you just see their problems? If that is all you see, it probably 
frustrates you when you see their failures and their weaknesses. Yet, do we not all fail because 
of our weaknesses? How does the Lord respond to us in our failures and weaknesses? Listen to 
what Jesus said to His disciples when He saw people’s problems, “Heal the sick, cleanse the lep-
ers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have received, freely give” (Matt 10.8). People 
had problems and they needed love. The Lord freely gave to the disciples, and they were to 
freely give to others. You know something, the world has never been the same since they freely 
gave as they had freely received from the Lord. There are tons of people around you. If you start 
loving them, you will be surprised to find that many of them just want someone to love them. 
Do you understand what a difference you can make in the lives of people, if you spend a little 
time loving them? 

Church Growth – First Corinthians 3.6

Defending, But Not Advancing

How effective would a military be, if during war it only defended, but never advanced? 
Sooner or later, they will lose the war. Yes, the army has to defend ground that it holds, but it 
has to advance into enemy territory to win the war. Likewise, how effective is the church if we 
only defend the faith, but never advance it? What are you doing to advance the faith? Have you 
invited anyone lately to Bible class and the worship services? We cannot major on defending 
the faith, but only minor on advancing it. The Ephesian Church fought false teachers, but the 
Church left its first love. The first love was not necessarily evangelism, but the point is, they 
defended the faith, but Jesus still held something against the Church for failing to do all His 
will (Read Revelation 2.2–4). 

The Priority of the Church

What is the church’s priority? We take care of the poor and feed hungry people, but that 
is not our primary goal. When the apostles were faced with a problem in the church over some 
widows who were being neglected in the daily distribution of food, the preachers did not take 
care of the matter themselves, “but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the min-
istry of the word” (Acts 6.4). Yes, bodies need to be fed, but souls need feeding more than bod-
ies do. Therefore, the preachers would not be distracted from their job. They gave themselves to 
prayer and to the word. What was the result? Well, the church exists on earth 19 centuries later, 
thousands of miles away, in a different culture. It sounds like devotion to prayer and to the 
ministry of the word is quite effective. Look at the world with spiritual eyes and pray for the 
church that we all have the same spiritual outlook. Pray that we evangelize at every opportunity.
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Ruhl’s Rules ➠

Rules For Your Life

“Live your life in such a way that every morning when your feet hit the floor...Satan shudders 
and says, ‘Oh No...he’s AWAKE!’” 

Praying for our troops is good, but let us pray for preachers in foreign lands more. 

“Politeness costs nothing, and gains everything” (Lady Mary Wortley Montagu) 

Prayerless pews produce powerless pulpits 

“Enjoy the little you have while the fool is hunting for more” (Spanish Proverb). 

“People rarely get into trouble for listening too much” (Mardy Grothe). 

“Tell me what you eat, and I will tell you what you are” (Anthelme Brillat-Savarin). Likewise, 
tell me what you read or tell me what you watch, and I will tell you what you are. 

“It is not the critic who counts: not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles or 
where the doer of deeds could have done better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually 
in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood, who strives valiantly, who errs 
and comes up short again and again, because there is no effort without error or shortcoming, 
but who knows the great enthusiasms, the great devotions, who spends himself for a worthy 
cause; who, at the best, knows, in the end, the triumph of high achievement, and who, at the 
worst, if he fails, at least he fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those 
cold and timid souls who knew neither victory nor defeat” (Theodore Roosevelt, 26th president 

of the United States, in his speech, “Citizenship in a Republic,” April 23, 1910).  

“A timely word may lessen stress, but a loving word may heal and bless” (Eleanor Doan). 

Praying According to the Bible

Genesis 4.26 
Call on God and tell Him that you are seek-
ing Him alone for the wisdom of life, even 
as people did during the days of Seth and 

Enosh.

Genesis 12.7, 8 
Tell God that you are calling upon Him be-
cause you know that He hears you and that 
He is all-powerful, even as Abraham did.

Genesis 13.4 
Like Abram, tell God that you are asking 
Him for help because He knows precisely 

what you need.

Genesis 15.2, 3 
Even as Abram spoke to God, waiting for 

Him to fulfill His promises, you also speak 
to God about the promises in His word, 

and that you are seeking Him to fulfill those 
promises. 

Genesis 16.11 
An angel told Hagar that the Lord had heard 
her affliction. Likewise, if you have an afflic-
tion, tell to the Lord. He will hear you and 

help you.

“The moral principles 
and precepts found in the 
Scriptures ought to form 
the basis of all our civil 
constitutions and laws” 

(Noah Webster)
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…among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life… (Philippians 2.15, 16) 

There’s no competition among lighthouses.

THE CHURCH

“Heceta Head Light, Oregon Coast,” by Dave Gostisha, www.sxc.hu
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Reprinted with permission of World Video Bible School 
http://wvbs.org/posters.cfm
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By Don Ruhl 

The Bible has influenced, and still 
influences, our world in more ways 
than even we who know the Bible 
may realize. We are so used to bib-
lical language, ideas, stories, and 
characters, that when we see them 
in the world, it just seems natural to 
us and so we do 
not think much 
about it, that is, 
that the world 
has made use 
of, and contin-
ues to use, the 
Bible! I want to 
show you some 
of those ways 
while simulta-
neously teach-
ing you the Bible. 

You will see the Bible in our world 
in the books we read, the paintings and 
other artwork we admire, the music we 

hear, the underpinnings of our society, 
and the political processes and contro-
versies in the news. The English transla-
tions of our Bible helped to shape how 

we speak today! 
He who knows the Bible will suc-

ceed in all that he does. Whether at 

work, or trying to understand our 
world, or knowing what people are 
saying when they allude to biblical ref-
erences, or dealing with people in all 

situations, knowing the testimony of 
Scripture gives you an edge in life. 

Passages in Joshua 1, Psalm 1, and 

Proverbs 1 show that this is not my 
opinion, but this is God’s promise to 
us. If He created all things, He knows 
how we operate best, and He knows 

how our world operates. He gave us 
the Bible to show how we can oper-
ate at our maximum capacity in His 
world. This explains why the Bible 

permeates ev-
ery segment of 
our world, so 
much so that 
we probably do 
not even notice 
it. We are so 
used to bibli-
cal imagery and 
terminology, 
that it often 
skips our at-
tention. Many 
people have 

seen the powerful words of Scrip-
ture, and use them literally all over the 
place! 

God told Joshua that if he meditat-

The Bible In 
Our World
Why Study the Bible? 

Bible’s Influence Unknown
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ed upon and obeyed the Law, “then you 
will make your way prosperous, and 
then you will have good success” (Jos 
1.7, 8). David declared that the man is 
blessed who delights in the Law of the 
Lord, meditating in it day and night, 
for “He shall be like a tree planted by 
the rivers of water, that brings forth 
its fruit in its season, whose leaf also 
shall not wither; and whatever he does 
shall prosper” (Psa 1.1–3). Solomon re-
vealed, “The fear of the LORD is the 
beginning of knowledge, but fools de-
spise wisdom and instruction” (Pr. 1.7, 
Cf. 9.10). 

What do you think of those state-
ments of fact and promises? Do you 
make use of them? The fulfillment of 
the promises of these verses happen in 
two ways: 

God blesses those who listen to 
Him and obey Him. 
We do the right and best things, 

1.

2.

leading to 
success. 

John 6 shows what countless people 
in our world have discovered about the 
words of the Bible. Because of what Je-
sus stated here, Americans, and people 
of all nations in the world, use the Bi-
ble for various purposes, “It is the Spirit 
who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. 
The words that I speak to you are spirit, 
and they are life” (John 6.63). 

This explains the presence of God’s 
word in our world. It gives life and 
people know it. That is why they have 
made laws based on it, established 
colleges because of it, written music, 
books, and movies that expresse it, cre-
ated artwork that shows it, and have 
built their lives on it. Even if we want 
to ignore the Bible, we can’t, because it 
surrounds us. 

Why We Should 
Know the Bible 

Here is the main question I want 
us to answer in these series of articles: 
How do we convince people that they 
need to know the Bible? 

In these articles, I want us to see 
some of the reasons someone living 
in our world should pick up the Bible 
and make a lifelong habit of reading it 
daily. People in the world probably do 
not realize how the Bible has shaped, 
and continues to shape, our world in 
ways for which they are thankful. The 
things we enjoy in our law, politics, his-
tory, and culture the Bible formed in a 
positive way. Even the common names 
throughout American history have their 

sources in the Bible. How many people 
have Bible names and may not know it? 
Books and movies often have biblical 
themes. Reading the daily newspaper 
reveals the use of biblical terminology 
to picture great news events. Moreover, 
the news often covers matters of Chris-
tianity. Literally, the Bible’s affect we 
can see in every part of our society. 

In America, we just have to look at 
a map of our nation and see that our 
forefathers used Bible names for many 
places. Salem (Oregon), Lebanon (Or-
egon), Memphis (Tennessee), Corpus 
Christi (Texas), and many others. For 
a long time, public schools used the 
Bible. Some public schools still use the 
Bible today. 

Nature of the Bible
What do you say first about the 

Bible to someone not familiar with it? 
Although it appears to be one book, it 
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is actually a collection of books. Are 
the books of the Bible of the same 
kind? What are the different forms of 
literature within the Bible? Practically 
every form of literature that exists the 
Bible also contains. You will read sto-
ries of love and war, triumph and trag-
edy, prayers and preaching, poetry and 
prose, narratives and histories, dreams 
and visions, law and parables. 

The Bible uses many forms of lit-
erature to captivate everyone’s imagina-
tion. 

The Life of America 
and the Presence of 

the Bible 
From our beginning, the Bible has 

been there making us into the United 
States of America. Granted our fore-
fathers read other material, even as 
we do today, but many of them read 

those other writings 
through the lens of 
the Bible. People 
came to America 
in the beginning 
not to flee religion 
and the Bible, but 
to find the free-
dom to practice it 
according to their 
own understanding. President George 
Washington declared at his first inau-
gural address in 1789, 

Such being the impressions 
under which I have, in obedi-
ence to the public summons, 
repaired to the present station, 
it would be peculiarly improp-
er to omit in this first official 
act my fervent supplications to 
that Almighty Being who rules 
over the universe, who presides 
in the councils of nations, and 

whose provi-
dential aids can 
supply every 
human defect, 
that His bene-
diction may 
consecrate to 
the liberties 
and happiness 
of the people 

of the United States a Govern-
ment instituted by themselves 
for these essential purposes, 
and may enable every instru-
ment employed in its adminis-
tration to execute with success 
the functions allotted to his 
charge. In tendering this hom-
age to the Great Author of ev-
ery public and private good, I 
assure myself that it expresses 
your sentiments not less than 
my own, nor those of my fel-
low-citizens at large less than 

either. No people can be bound 
to acknowledge and adore the 
Invisible Hand which conducts 
the affairs of men more than 
those of the United States...
Having thus imparted to you 
my sentiments as they have 
been awakened by the occasion 
which brings us together, I shall 
take my present leave; but not 
without resorting once more to 
the benign Parent of the Hu-
man Race in humble suppli-
cation that, since He has been 
pleased to favor the American 
people with opportunities for 
deliberating in perfect tranquil-
lity, and dispositions for decid-
ing with unparalleled unanim-
ity on a form of government for 
the security of their union and 
the advancement of their hap-
piness, so His divine blessing 
may be equally conspicuous 
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in the enlarged 
views, the tem-
perate consulta-
tions, and the 
wise measures on 
which the success 
of this Govern-
ment must de-
pend. 

Therefore, from 
the very beginning, 
our forefathers never 
intended to exclude religion in general 
and the Bible in particular from daily 
public life. 

Knowing the Bible 
Is Essential for 
Good Citizenship 

This is true for 
any nation, but it is 
especially true for 
American citizens. 
Our culture is satu-
rated with biblical 
imagery, yet, many 
do not realize it. Can 
you identify the bib-
lical imagery in this 
excerpt from a Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. 
speech, “We’ve got 

some difficult days ahead. But it doesn’t 
matter with me now, because I’ve been 
to the mountaintop...And I’ve looked 
over. And I’ve seen the Promised Land. 
I may not get there with you. But I 
want you to know tonight, that we, as a 
people, will get to the Promised Land.” 
Deuteronomy 34.1–5 shows how the 
life of Moses ended. Martin Luther 
King, Junior used the imagery of this 
text. He was making a spiritual applica-

tion from the lives of 
Moses and Israel. 

What Martin 
Luther King, Junior 
did, many others 
have done in speech-
es and literature. 
Abraham Lincoln 
did it often. On June 
16, 1858, speak-
ing against dividing 
the United States 
into free states and 
slave states, Abraham Lincoln gave a 
speech, now called his, “House Divided 
Speech,” which was based on a biblical 
passage. Do you know what passage or 
what Bible character said what Lincoln 
used? Luke 11.17 is the text, “But He, 
knowing their thoughts, said to them: 
‘Every kingdom divided against itself is 
brought to desolation, and a house di-
vided against a house falls.’” Why did 
Jesus say that? He was answering the 

charge that He cast 
demons out by the 
power of Satan. 

Can you identify 
biblical quotes and 
allusions in Lincoln’s 
Second Inaugural 
Address (March 4, 
1865)? 

Both read the 
same Bible and 
pray to the same 

God, and each invokes His aid 
against the other. It may seem 
strange that any men should 
dare to ask a just God’s assis-
tance in wringing their bread 
from the sweat of other men’s 
faces, but let us judge not, that 
we be not judged. The prayers 
of both could not be answered. 
That of neither has been an-
swered fully. The Almighty has 
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His own purposes. “Woe unto 
the world because of offenses; 
for it must needs be that of-
fenses come, but 
woe to that man 
by whom the of-
fense cometh.” If 
we shall suppose 
that American 
slavery is one of 
those offenses 
which, in the 
providence of 
God, must needs 
come, but which, 
having contin-
ued through His 
appointed time, 
He now wills to 
remove, and that 
He gives to both 
North and South 
this terrible war as the woe due 
to those by whom the offense 

came, shall we discern therein 
any departure from those divine 
attributes which the believers 

in a living God 
always ascribe to 
Him? Fondly do 
we hope, fervent-
ly do we pray, 
that this mighty 
scourge of war 
may speedily pass 
away. Yet, if God 
wills that it con-
tinue until all the 
wealth piled by 
the bondsman’s 
two hundred and 
fifty years of un-
requited toil shall 
be sunk, and un-
til every drop 
of blood drawn 

with the lash shall be paid by 
another drawn with the sword, 

as was said three thousand years 
ago, so still it must be said “the 
judgments of the Lord are true 
and righteous 
altogether.” 

He alluded to 
Genesis 3.19 and 
strongly alluded to 
Matthew 7.1. He 
quoted Matthew 
18.7 and Psalm 
19.9b. 

Bible 
Literacy 

An interesting 
oxymoron exists in 
the world and per-
haps in the church. 
People are illiterate 
in the Bible, yet, they know of Bible 

things. Biblical literacy is a working 
knowledge of the Bible as literature. 
People use words in English today that 

they probably do 
not know came 
from the early 
English transla-
tions of the Bible. 
The book Coined 
by God, lists 131 
words and phrases 
that first appeared 
in an English trans-
lation of the Bible. 
For example, shib-
boleth. Do you 
know the meaning 
of that? Read Judg-
es 12.1–6. ✞

Lincoln’s Second 
Inaugural Address 
(March 4, 1865)
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Do You Know the Other Names of These Well-Known People and Places? 

Unfamiliar Name: Scripture Reference The Other Well-Known Name

Belteshazzar Dan 1.7

Jedidiah 2Sa 12.24, 25 

Hananiah Dan 1.7

Hadassah Est 2.7

Mishael Dan 1.7

Immanuel Matt 1.23

Azariah Dan 1.7

Cephas or Simon John 1.40–42

Saul (not the king) Acts 13.9

Abram Gen 17.5

Sarai Gen 17.15

Jacob Gen 32.28

Judas (not Iscariot) John 14.22

Boanerges Mark 3.17

Artemis Acts 19.24

Areopagus Acts 17.19–22

Ben-Oni Gen 35.18
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Do You Know the Other Names of These Well-Known People and Places? 

Unfamiliar Name: Scripture Reference The Other Well-Known Name

Baalzebub Luke 11.18

Joses Acts 4.36

Sea of Chinnereth Num 34.11, 12

Lake of Gennesaret Luke 5.1

The Apocalypse Rev 1.1

Land of Cush Isa 45.14

Firmament Gen 1.6–8

Yah Psa 68.4

Golgotha Mark 15.22; Luke 23.33

Hoshea Num 13.16

Elohim Hebrew of Gen 1.1

Sabaoth Rom 9.29 compare with Isa 1.9

Jannes and Jambres 2Ti 3.8

Jerubbaal Jdg 7.1

Reuel Num 10.29

Salem Psa 76.2

Zaphnath-Paaneah Gen 41.45
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Do You Know the Other Names of These Well-Known People and Places? 

Unfamiliar Name: Scripture Reference The Other Well-Known Name

Nehushtan 2Ki 18.4

Oholah and Oholibah Eze 23.4

Alpha and Omega Rev 1.8

Mount Moriah 2Ch 3.1

Feast of Weeks Lev 23.15, 16 

Pisgah Deu 34.1

Horeb Exo 3.1, 2; Acts 7.30

Salt Sea Jos 18.19

Tabitha Acts 9.36–39

Lebbaeus Matt 10.3

Sea of Tiberias John 6.1

Seer 1Sa 9.9

Sea of Arabah Deu 3.17

Sea of the Philistines Exo 23.31

Bathshua 1Ch 3.5

Achar 1Ch 2.7
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�ou rebuke the proud—the cursed,
�ho stray from �our commandments. 

(�salm 119.21)


