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By Don Ruhl
Federal branches of government passed 

what they call a hate crimes bill for homo-
sexuals, and churches just barely escaped 
not being able to call homosexuality sin, 
without legal punishment. However, give 
it enough time, it will eventually be illegal 
to speak against homosexuality. That time 
is coming faster than any of us may have 
realized. The time for the world to perse-
cute us is just around the corner, and the 
issue of homosexuality is probably going to 
be the flash point. Are you prepared for the 
homosexual invasion? Are you prepared to 
stand behind those who speak against it? 

The Homosexual Invasion
The homosexual issue may confront 

the church more than abortion has, because 
most churches agree that abortion is sinful, 
however, many churches fully accept ho-
mosexuality. Over 45 denominations have 
endorsed homosexuality. 
Institutions may be forced 
into hiring homosexuals. 
Sodomite marriages are 
quickly being accepted in 
every state. I have received 
letters, phone calls, and 
public rebukes for the stand 
that I have taken. Are you 
with me? Are you prepared 
to answer the people who 
claim that both science and the Bible favor sodomy? First Peter 
3 is clear that we must be ready to give a defense of our position, 
“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready 
to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope 
that is in you, with meekness and fear” (1Pe. 3:15). We must be 
able to demonstrate what the Bible says. We must know what 
is the truth in regard to scientific research. It is also important 
that we show compassion to those who are trying to escape the 
sin of homosexuality. 

Talking with Homosexuals 
According to Matthew 7, we must first confront our own 

sin, because we cannot appear to be self-righteous or hypocritical, 
or we will seem to have lost the argument before it even starts, 
“Judge not, that you be not judged. For with what judgment you 
judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be 
measured back to you. And why do you look at the speck in your 

brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye? Or 
how can you say to your brother, “Let me remove the speck from 
your eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye? Hypocrite! First 
remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly 
to remove the speck from your brother’s eye” (Mt. 7:1–5). 

My own sin, unrepented of, is as soul-damning as homo-
sexuality. Recognize your wrong behavior as sinful and do not 
try to justify it by the Bible or scientific research. 

Homosexuality is a sin, not a sickness or mental illness. 
Understand how homosexuals think differently than we 

do. Sin to you and me means disobedience to God, but to the 
homosexual it means behavior that is harmful to another person. 
You and I see the Bible as the final authority, but the homosexuals 
appeal to their feelings and political rights. 

The Biblical Record 
The Bible says that, “the men of Sodom were exceedingly 

wicked and sinful against the LORD” (Ge. 
13:13) and that, “the outcry against Sodom 
and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin 
is very grave” (Ge. 18:20, 21), and so God 
said, “I will go down now and see whether 
they have done altogether according to the 
outcry against it that has come to Me; and 
if not, I will know” (Ge. 19:5–9). What we 
then see are the men of Sodom attempting to 
gang rape two men (actually angels) whom 
God had sent to the city. The Old Testament 
warned, “You shall not lie with a male as with a 
woman. It is an abomination” (Le. 18:22, See 
also Le. 20:13) Judges 19:22–25 shows men 
of Israel acting like the men of Sodom. The 
teaching of Romans 1:26, 27 is unmistakable, 
“For this reason God gave them up to vile 
passions. For even their women exchanged the 
natural use for what is against nature. Likewise 
also the men, leaving the natural use of the 
woman, burned in their lust for one another, 
men with men committing what is shameful, 

and receiving in themselves 
the penalty of their error 
which was due” (Ro. 1:26, 
27). However, the Scripture 
also shows that there is 
hope, for as Paul reminded 
the Corinthian Christian, 
“Do you not know that the 
unrighteous will not inherit 
the kingdom of God? Do 
not be deceived. Neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, 

nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor 
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit 
the kingdom of God” (1Co. 6:9, 10). Truly, “the law is not made 
for a righteous person, but for the lawless and insubordinate, 
for the ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and profane, for 
murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, for 
fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for liars, for perjurers, 
and if there is any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine” 
(1Ti. 1:9, 10). Peter reminded us that God turned, “the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to destruc-
tion, making them an example to those who afterward would live 
ungodly; and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the 
filthy conduct of the wicked (for that righteous man, dwelling 
among them, tormented his righteous soul from day to day by 
seeing and hearing their lawless deeds)—then the Lord knows 
how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the 

The Destruction of Sodom & Gomorrah
1832, John Martin
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Meditating on Scripture Daily
Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

�salm 44
July 1 Ps. 44:4–8 God, Command Victories

4 You are my King, O God; Command victories for Jacob… 
The sons of Korah wanted what Joshua’s generation had. First, 
they declared their faith that God was their King. Therefore, 
they requested that He order the victories, because He is the 
Commander-in-Chief whom no one can oppose. Even as He 
said, “Let there be light,” and there was light, so if He com-
mands victories there will be victories. The psalmist did not trust 
in himself, his things, or his skill, but he boasted in the Lord 
without ceasing. In verse 6, the psalmist showed that he was just 
like his fathers whom God had delivered. He had said in verse 
3 that their fathers were not delivered by their own sword, for 
they trusted in the Lord. Well, this psalmist was not trusting in 
his sword either. He declared, “In God We Trust.” Should not 
then the outcome of the defeat of the enemy and the victory of 
God’s people be imminent? 

July 2 Ps. 44:9–16 
God, You Have Cast Us Off

9–16 But You have cast us off and put us to shame… In the 
first eight verses of this Psalm, the writer listed what God can do 
and has done for His people; yet, the psalmist did not have those 
victories, as he so lamented in verses 9–16. He and his genera-
tion were not conquering as their fathers had. God favored their 
fathers (v. 3), but verse 9 says God cast the present generation 
off and put them to shame. They were cast off, shamed, alone, 
fleeing, victims, food for the enemy, and scattered. He felt as 
though he had been sold, but that did not help God. Can any 
of us make Bill Gates richer? What is he compared to the God 
of creation? God owns everything! What benefit does He gain 
by selling His people? What benefit does He gain by making our 
generation of believers small? Like the psalmist’s generation, the 
world reproaches us, scorns us, derides us, and shakes it head at 
us. We are dishonored. Why? Let us continue with this Psalm 
to learn something of this. 

July 3 Ps. 44:17–19 
God, We Remain Faithful

17–19 All this has come upon us; But we have not forgotten 
You… In spite of all these things, the psalmist and his brethren 
remembered God, saying,  we have not broken your covenant, 
our hearts have not turned back on you, and our feet have not 
forsaken your way. Whereas, to God they said that He had broken 
them severely, so much so that the shadow of death was over 
them. Perhaps this is where the Psalm starts to give us insight into 
the workings of God, and insight into our faith. Can we remain 
loyal to God although there is no material benefit? Does God 
always have to be pampering us for us to be faithful to Him? In 
marriage vows to human spouses, we pledge to one another to 
have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for 
richer for poorer, in sickness and in health. Shall we promise less 
to our Lord? Remember the poem of Habakkuk. “Though the 
fig tree may not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines; though the 
labor of the olive may fail, and the fields yield no food; though 
the flock may be cut off from the fold, and there be no herd in 
the stalls—yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God 
of my salvation. The LORD God is my strength; He will make 
my feet like deer’s feet, and He will make me walk on my high 
hills” (Ha. 3:17–19). This same thing is going on in Psalm 44. 
Perhaps this is what is going on in the church. It might even be 

�editating on 
�salm 44 

and 
the �ook of �aniel
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what is going on in your life. 

July 4 Ps. 44:20–22 God, We Suffer for You
20–22 If we had forgotten the name of our God, Or stretched 

out our hands to a foreign god… If we had forgotten our God and 
turned to idols, He would search it out, because He knows all 
things, even the secrets of the heart. This is something we know 
very well. Therefore, even in the secret closets of our hearts, we 
have remained faithful to God. Our current distress, the psalmist 
affirmed, cannot be because we have been unfaithful, either in 
action, thought, or feeling. Nevertheless, while we are forsaken, 
we are willing to suffer to the point of death all day long. We are 
as sheep, going to the slaughter, unable to stop the persecution 
of the enemy, yet, we do it for Your sake. Although we do not 
understand what is going on, we will love you through all our 
troubles. In Romans 8, Paul quoted verse 22 to show that God 
also loves us through all our troubles. “Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecu-
tion, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written: 
For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as 
sheep for the slaughter. Yet in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through Him who loved us” (Ro. 8:35–37). 

July 5 Ps. 44:23–26 
God, Awake and Help Us!

23–26 Awake! Why do You sleep, O Lord? Arise! Do not cast 
us off forever… God, we know that you are there. Please wake 
up and retrieve us. Do not hide your face from our affliction. 
We are living in the dust. Hear our cry, for we know that you 
are able to hear us and to help us. We are in desperate need of 
your mercy. In the beginning, the psalmist trusted in God and 
after all the confusion and defeat, he still trusted in God. 

July 6 Ps. 44 Concluding Thoughts 
Let us learn that God gives and He takes away. “Naked I 

came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return there. 
The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; Blessed be 
the name of the LORD” (Jb. 1:21). “You speak as one of the 
foolish women speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God, 
and shall we not accept adversity?” (Jb. 2:10). 

Therefore, we rejoice in all circumstances in life. “And 
not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that 
tribulation produces perseverance” (Ro. 5:3). 

Roy Deaver wrote, 

God—

1. Who provides good things, 
 May provide (or allow) bad circumstances. 
2. Who is the source of victory, 
 May give defeat; 
3. Who delights in His people, 
 May cast them off; 
4. Who can lift us up, 
 May put us down; 
5. Who can give His people favor among the nations, 
 May cause His people to be held in derision; 
6. Who can give us help, 
 May withhold help from us. 

July 7 Ps. 44 Concluding Thoughts 
Roy Deaver also pointed that it is important to understand 

the reasons why Israel was not in their circumstances, that we 
might understand the same for us. 

It was not because they had forgotten God. 
It was not because they had broken the covenant. 
It was not because they turned back from God’s way. 
It was not because they turned to another god. 

Yet, such times can still be puzzling. David cried out the 
same thing in Psalm 22. Of course, Jesus quoted Psalm 22 on 
the cross, but He could have just as appropriately quoted Psalm 
44. We are not exempted from suffering and persecution. “Re-
member the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than 
his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. 
If they kept My word, they will keep yours also” (Jn. 15:20). 
“Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer 
persecution” (2Ti. 3:12). 

July 8 Ps. 44 Concluding Thoughts 
The Paradoxical Commandments by Kent M. Keith 

People are illogical, unreasonable, and self-centered. 
Love them anyway.
If you do good, people will accuse you of selfish ulterior 

motives.
Do good anyway.
If you are successful, you will win false friends and true 

enemies.
Succeed anyway.
The good you do today will be forgotten tomorrow.
Do good anyway.
Honesty and frankness make you vulnerable.

Be honest and frank anyway.
The biggest men and women with the biggest ideas can 

be shot down by the smallest men and women with the 
smallest minds.

Think big anyway.
People favor underdogs but follow only top dogs.
Fight for a few underdogs anyway.
What you spend years building may be destroyed over-

night.
Build anyway.
People really need help but may attack you if you do help 

them.
Help people anyway.
Give the world the best you have and you’ll get kicked in 

the teeth.
Give the world the best you have anyway.

�aniel
Good-Looking: Outside and Inside

What made Daniel acceptable before God 
and men? 

July 9 Daniel 1
The world wants the best, and it shall receive the best, when 

God’s children give their best to the Lord, because they know 
that the Lord gives the best to them. Then the Lord uses them 
to give the best to the world. 

There was once a mighty empire upon the earth. God gave 
the empire four young men who gave their best to this empire, 
because they first gave their best to the Lord. 

Daniel chapter one shows how the story begins. 

July 10 Da. 1:1, 2 Of Gods and Gifts 
1, 2 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Ju-

dah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and 
besieged it… Sadly, Jehoiakim was a wicked king, very much 
unlike his father Josiah. Therefore, God sent Nebuchadnezzar 
to attack Jerusalem. God gave gifts to Nebuchadnezzar, includ-
ing the king of Judah, and some of the articles of the house of 
God. Capturing the enemy king is a rich trophy, and a humili-
ation to that king. Capturing the articles of a nation’s temple is 
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a rich possession, and a humiliation to their god. In this case, 
the God of the enemy, that is, Yahweh God, was the One who 
allowed the invasion, and gave His own people to the enemy. 
Yet, Nebuchadnezzar gave the gifts to his god rather than to the 
God who provided the victory! For the time, Nebuchadnezzar 
did not recognize the God of the Jews. Therefore, this king 
delivered the worship tools into the house of his god, whom he 
falsely believed gave Judah into his hand. 

July 11 Da. 1:3–7 
Young Men Good-looking Outside and 

Inside 
3–7 Then the king instructed Ashpenaz, the master of his 

eunuchs, to bring some of the children of Israel and some of the 
king’s descendants and some of the nobles… The king acquired new 
servants who were good-looking outside and inside. Everything 
else about his royal palace was beautiful, so would the people 
be whom he brought in to work for him. However, brainless 
beauties, he detested. Therefore, these young men had to be 
gifted in all forms of wisdom; they had to possess knowledge; 
they had to be able to understand things quickly; and they had 
to have the ability to serve in the king’s palace, that is, they 
were not intimidated by their surroundings, but could work 
comfortably in such an environment. They were of the king 
of Judah’s descendants, and of nobility (v. 3). Thus, they were 
familiar with living in royalty. 

July 12 Da. 1:3–7 
Young Men Good-looking Outside and 

Inside 
3–7 Then the king instructed Ashpenaz, the master of his 

eunuchs, to bring some of the children of Israel and some of the 
king’s descendants and some of the nobles… These young men 
were probably teenagers, so that they would serve Babylon a long 
time. They were provided for richly with a daily provision of 
the king’s delicacies, a daily provision of the wine that the king 
drank, and three years of training. They found four young men 
who fit the qualifications. These men were from Judah, for they 
were descendants of Judean kings, making them royalty. Isaiah 
chapter 39 shows that this was a prophecy, that when Babylon 
attacked Judah, the Babylonians would take of the descendants 
of King Hezekiah and make them eunuchs in Babylon. “Then 
Isaiah said to Hezekiah, ‘Hear the word of the LORD of hosts: 
“Behold, the days are coming when all that is in your house, 

and what your fathers have accumulated until this day, shall 
be carried to Babylon; nothing shall be left,” says the LORD. 
“And they shall take away some of your sons who will descend 
from you, whom you will beget; and they shall be eunuchs in 
the palace of the king of Babylon”’” (Is. 39:5–7). 

July 13 Da. 1:8–16 Spiritual Conviction 
8–16 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not 

defile himself… Daniel was a good-looking young man, but he 
was also good-looking in the spirit. Here he showed the beauty 
of his spirit. There are those who are good-looking in form and 
appearance alone, and others who are good-looking with intel-
lectual ability, but they are reprobates in the spirit. Not so, this 
Daniel. Of the three provisions appointed by the king, Daniel 
objected to two of them. First, Daniel purposed in his heart; 
that is, he resolved and made up his mind, on his course of ac-
tion. This was a serious matter, because he was a captive, having 
witnessed the destruction of his homeland by this royal court. 
Objecting to what was appointed for him might have cost him 
his life. Therefore, he had to be firm in his decision. He was not 
going to defile himself with the food and wine that the king ap-
pointed. This was a bold step! Daniel not only endangered the 
life of the chief of the eunuchs, but Daniel endangered his own 
life. Then again, had God spared Daniel through the ravages of 
warfare, only to let him die for standing up for what was right 
in the pagan king’s palace? Daniel knew that God would stand 
with him! 

July 14 Da. 1:8–16 Spiritual Conviction 
8–16 …Now God had brought Daniel into the favor and 

goodwill of the chief of the eunuchs… God brought Daniel into 
favor with men. Daniel was not a contrary man, but worked 
with, and cooperated with, the people who were over him. The 
chief of the eunuchs did not see Daniel as an unreasonable man. 
How did Daniel find the favor and good will of the chief of the 
eunuchs? God brought these things. God did these things in 
harmony with the nature and the character of Daniel. He was 
not lucky, but he was a man who worked with people, and God 
rewarded that by bringing Daniel into this favored position. God 
did these things for Daniel, even in difficult circumstances. Daniel 
did not have control over his living conditions, but it was not 
about Daniel, it was about God! Daniel knew this. Therefore, 
he used his situations for the glory of God. God had a reason for 
placing Daniel in Babylon. Daniel may not have known why, 
but he worked with the situation. If your hand works for God, 
God’s hand will work for you. 

July 15 Da. 1:8–16 Spiritual Conviction 
8–16 “…test your servants for ten days, and let them give us 

vegetables to eat and water to drink…” The chief of the eunuchs 
feared for his life, because of Daniel’s request. The chief might 
have had Daniel punished, but he liked Daniel, and wanted to 
grant his request, but did not want to lose his own life in do-
ing so. Daniel worked with this man, so this man worked with 
Daniel. Daniel reaped what he sowed. Verses 11–13 show that 
by their appearances the chief would judge the young men. 
Removing the unclean left only vegetables. Removing the wine 
left only water. Daniel was willing to have his convictions tested. 
He did not fear the results of following his convictions, which 
were based on the word of God. Verses 14–16 show that by their 
vegetables the chief would know them. Daniel was an agreeable 
man, so, the commander of the officials was an agreeable man. 
In most cases, people work with us as we work with them. As 
we judge, so shall we be judged. 

July 16 Da. 1:17–21 
The King Conducted the Interview 

17–21 As for these four young men, God gave them knowledge 
and skill in all literature and wisdom… God was the One who 
gave the four young men knowledge and skill in all literature and 
wisdom, and He gave Daniel an extra measure of understanding 
in all visions and wisdom. The king conducted this important 
interview, because he was the one who would work with these 
young men. Three years had passed, and the king could have an 
intelligent interview with these young men in his own language. 
There are many things that a leader can have others do, but there 
are some things that only the leader or leaders should do, as in 
this case, these young men were going to be advising him. By 
the gifts of God, these four young men exceeded the skills of all 
others. Are we surprised? To come to this conclusion, the king 
did not necessarily have to be equal or greater than these men in 
wisdom, but he did possess a degree of knowledge and wisdom 
that he might know what to ask and what to conclude. 

July 17 Da. 1:17–21 
The King Conducted the Interview 

17–21 …Thus Daniel continued until the first year of King 
Cyrus. Daniel’s spirituality enabled him to continue in this posi-
tion of adviser to kings until the first year of King Cyrus, who 
would be king of the Medo-Persian Empire that would succeed 
the Babylonian Empire. All successive kings were wise to keep 
Daniel in place. Therefore, when verse 4 says that Daniel was 
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a young man, he was probably a teenager, or at the most in his 
early 20s, because he would continue through the 70-year Baby-
lonian captivity, and on into the first year of the new empire. 
Keep in mind, that the convictions shown in this first chapter 
are of a very young person, and the second chapter shows him 
only one year older. 

July 18 Daniel 1 
Daniel was of royal blood, yet, he suffered the attack of an 

enemy, and became a slave. We are a royal priesthood, but looking 
at our surroundings, it may not look like it. Yes, it is true in the 
spirit, but one day we shall see it with our eyes. Daniel did not 
have to be in Jerusalem, or even Judah, to serve the Lord, and 
to be happy. He served the Lord in wicked Babylon. Let us not 
complain about where we are, but let us ask the Lord to use us, 
that we might fulfill the purpose for which He has placed us in 
our current circumstances. This is what Daniel did, although 
he was not home, but in a place where he did not want to be. 
Daniel was not conformed to Babylon, but he transformed his 
mind by doing the will of God. By this, he proved what is the 
good, acceptable, and perfect way of God, and others saw it and 
followed it. You also be like Daniel. Be converted. Turn from 
the world and turn to Christ. Die and be born again. Believe 
in Jesus Christ with all your heart and be baptized into Christ 
without delay. 

There Is a God in Heaven
Who Controls History?

Daniel 2
Who controls history? Let’s find out. 

July 19 Da. 2:1–3 Sleep and Anxiety 
1–3 Now in the second year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, 

Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; and his spirit was so troubled that 
his sleep left him… Bad dreams and no sleep. Anxiety and no 
sleep. Even kings, presidents, prime ministers, business owners, 
church leaders, parents, and others have these problems. They 
might have them more than we do. When the king sleeps, 
everyone sleeps. When the king is awake, everyone is awake. 
The wise men lived to serve the king regardless of his whims or 
demands, even as we serve our God! So, the king said, here’s 
my problem, solve it. This man was the wealthiest in the world, 
the most powerful in the world, and the leader of the greatest 
nation in the world, yet, he had anxieties, and anxieties that he 
could not solve. 

July 20 Da. 2:4–13 
No Man Could Solve the King’s Problem 

4–13 Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic, 
“O king, live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will 
give the interpretation…” Telling a dream and giving its inter-
pretation are two different things, and the king knew it and the 
dream-interpreters knew it. (At this point in the original text, 
the language changes. All of the Old Testament was written in 
Hebrew. However, starting with Daniel 2:4 through 7:28 the Book 
of Daniel is written in Aramaic, the universal language of that 
day.) The king’s decision was firm. If they failed, it was curtains 
for them. If they succeeded, it was high living for them. Look 
at this man’s rage. He could conquer nations, but he could not 
conquer his anger. Truly, as it is written in the Book of Proverbs, 
“He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he who 
rules his spirit than he who takes a city” (Pr. 16:32). The king 
was right that if they knew the dream, he would know that they 
had the power to give the correct interpretation. They wanted 
enough time to transpire, that other matters would distract the 
king. The Babylonian wise men were also correct, that such ability 
did not rest with men. Only God can do such a thing. Yet, the 
king did not understand that there was no precedent for this. 
The wise men failed, therefore, the king ordered their deaths. The 
penalty was not to be fired, but to be fried, figuratively speaking. 
Sadly, Daniel and his friends were included, although they were 
not called to tell the dream or its interpretation. 

July 21 Da. 2:14–16 
Daniel’s Counsel and Wisdom 

14–16 Then with counsel and wisdom Daniel answered 
Arioch… Daniel used counsel and wisdom to find out what was 
going on. Arioch communicated to Daniel what the problem 
was. Perhaps Arioch had buddies among the wise men. Amaz-
ingly, the king allowed Daniel in to hear his request for time, 
although the king would not grant the Babylonian wise men 
time. Daniel’s cooperative spirit, and his respect for authority, 
earned him an audience with this king. 

July 22 Da. 2:17–23 
Seeking Mercies From the God of Heaven 

17–23 Then Daniel went to his house, and made the decision 
known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions, 
that they might seek mercies from the God of heaven concerning 
this secret… Who controls history? God does! Daniel sought 

the help of his friends, and his God. At first, Daniel sought for 
salvation only for himself and his friends. Daniel asked, sought, 
and knocked, and he received, and he found, and it was opened 
to him (Compare Matthew 7:7–12). Daniel then remembered 
to bless the God of heaven. First, Daniel blessed the name of 
God, because wisdom and might are His. Daniel was a wise and 
powerful man, but he refused to honor himself. Second, Daniel 
confessed that the God of heaven controls history. Third, Daniel 
declared the omniscience of God. He knows what no one else 
can know. Fourth, Daniel gave all the glory to God. 

July 23 Da. 2:24–30 
There Is a God in Heaven 

24–30 …“Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon; take 
me before the king, and I will tell the king the interpretation”… 
Daniel stopped the killing of the wise men of Babylon. Therefore, 
his concern grew from saving himself and his friends to saving 
others. There was no need for them to die. To Arioch’s credit, 
he knew that Daniel was different. Daniel was not asking for 
the dream, as the others had done, but Arioch went before the 
king, saying that Daniel knew the interpretation. This means 
that Daniel knew the dream, and Arioch knew it. Therefore, 
Arioch brought Daniel in quickly, for why should Arioch kill 
his fellow-citizens, when there was no need for it? The king was 
still firm with his decision, but he was in for a surprise. Daniel 
agreed with the wise men of Babylon; that what the king had 
asked for, men were not capable of delivering. 

July 24 Da. 2:24–30 
There Is a God in Heaven 

24–30 …“Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon; take 
me before the king, and I will tell the king the interpretation”… 
Daniel may have spoken in a way that Nebuchadnezzar believed 
Daniel, because he did not interrupt him, nor did he accuse 
Daniel of stalling for time. Daniel declared that there is a God 
in heaven who reveals secrets, and He has revealed to the king 
what was going to happen. Daniel made constant references to 
God, speaking of the God of heaven, distinguishing Him from 
all other gods. Yes, it was about the future. Look at verse 29 care-
fully. Nebuchadnezzar was contemplating that night what was 
going to happen after him. Daniel revealed more than the king 
requested, showing that the God of heaven was peering inside 
the mind of the king, and then answered his question! Daniel 
quickly denied personal power, but stated precisely that this 
interpretation had been revealed for the sake of Daniel and his 
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friends, that their lives might be saved, and that the king might 
know the thoughts of his heart. 

July 25 Da. 2:31–35 The Dream 
31–35 “You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great 

image! This great image, whose splendor was excellent, stood be-
fore you; and its form was awesome…” With the first sentence, 
Nebuchadnezzar knew that Daniel knew the dream, and therefore, 
had the interpretation! The overall appearance of this image was 
magnificent, because of its size, and the material used. However, a 
stone destroyed the image. A stone was cut out without the use of 
hands, signifying that its beginning was unusual. This was merely 
a stone, but it destroyed gold, silver, bronze, and iron. This stone 
was different. The destruction of the image was so thorough that 
no trace of these kingdoms would be found later, that is, they 
would not continue to rule after the stone did its work. Then the 
stone became a great mountain, filling the earth. A stone appeared 
to be inferior to metal, but time showed it to be superior. 

July 26 Da. 2:36–45 The Interpretation 
36–45 “This is the dream. Now we will tell the interpretation 

of it before the king…” The king must have hung on every word. 
Nebuchadnezzar was the head of gold. The king knew that this 
was not flattery. The next kingdom would be inferior to Babylon. 
There would be a third kingdom that would rule over all the earth. 
Daniel detailed the fourth kingdom. Following Daniel’s presenta-
tion here, we can know what these kingdoms were. Obviously, the 
gold was Babylon. The silver was the Medo-Persian Empire. The 
bronze was the Grecian Empire. The iron was the Roman Empire. 
The Roman Empire would be very strong, but there were weak 
spots, making it vulnerable, so that it would be humbled before 
an even greater kingdom. During the days of the fourth kingdom 
the God of heaven would set up a kingdom. This kingdom was 
and is greater than the previous four. Here is why: 

It would never be destroyed. 
It would not be left to another people. 
It would break in pieces the previous kingdoms. 
It would consume those kingdoms. 
It would stand forever. 

July 27 Da. 2:46–49 
The King Prostrated Before a Captive 
46–49 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face, prostrate 

before Daniel, and commanded that they should present an of-

fering and incense to him… Look at this king before his captive! 
Look at this Gentile before a Jew! The idolatrous king confessed 
the superiority of Daniel’s God. Daniel labored to give the glory 
to God, and he was successful. Nebuchadnezzar gave gifts to 
Daniel. The king was wise to make Daniel a leader. Finally, Daniel 
remembered his friends. 

Praise the Great God of heaven, because He has already 
fulfilled this dream. God set up His kingdom during the days of 
the Roman kings. This kingdom is the church. Jesus set up the 
church. Therefore, Jesus is the God of this dream! Are you living 
faithfully in this kingdom?

Frustrating the King’s Word
What can frustrate the word of the 

mightiest king on earth?
July 28 Daniel 3

Bow or Burn! said King Nebuchadnezzar to all his officials. 
And he meant it. Three Jews found out that the king was seri-
ous. Yet, God always judges those who judge others. Therefore, 
He judged the king. “In the first chapter of Daniel heathen 
customs were judged; in the second chapter heathen philosophy 
was judged; and in the third chapter heathen pride is judged” 
(J. Vernon McGee, p. 52). There are those who want to destroy 
our faith, but God wants to develop our faith. A faith that can-
not hold up while in the fire is not worth holding. A faith that 
is worth holding stands in the fire, takes deeper root, bears fruit, 
and brings glory to God, whereas, the worthless faith withers, 
fades, and quits, bears no fruit and brings shame to God. This 
is why God allows our faith to enter the fire. What kind of faith 
do you have? Read First Peter 1:6, 7; 4:12, 13. 

Daniel’s three friends discovered the truth of these things. 

July 29 Da. 3:1–7 Fall Down and Worship 
1–7 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose 

height was sixty cubits and its width six cubits… This image of 
gold was at least 90 feet tall, and 9 feet wide! It was huge in size, 
and huge in price! In chapter 2, Nebuchadnezzar was the head 
of gold, but he wanted a body of gold. The head of gold went to 
his head of flesh and he wanted a whole image of gold. The king 
called all the authorities in the kingdom to come to the dedica-
tion of this image. At the sound of the music, these officials were 
to bow or be burned. Everyone, well, almost everyone, bowed 
down to worship, conforming to the decree of the king. The king 
found plenty of conformers and he would be enraged when he 
discovered some non-conformists. 

July 30 Da. 3:8–12 
Accusations Against God’s People 

8–12 Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward 
and accused the Jews… When others bowed low, three Jews stood 
tall. And sure enough, they had critics who complained of the Jews 
not doing their job, but the critics were not busy doing their job. 
Mark chapter 3 shows that the Chaldeans had spiritual cousins 
during the days of Jesus. They have distant relatives living today. 
“And they watched Him closely, whether He would heal him on 
the Sabbath, so that they might accuse Him” (Mk. 3:2). The ac-
cusers identified three men, who were men whom the king had 
set over the affairs of the province of Babylon. Do you sense any 
resentment toward these Jewish leaders? The charge was that they 
did not pay due regard to the king, nor serve the king’s gods, nor 
worship his gold image. Did these accusers truly care for the purity 
of their worship, or were they looking for evidence to condemn 
the Jewish leaders? Remember what Daniel and his three friends 
had done for these very men. In chapter 2, these Chaldeans could 
not give the king his dream, or the interpretation. Therefore, the 
king ordered the deaths of all the Chaldeans. Then along came 
Daniel and his friends, who provide the king with the dream, 
and its interpretation. 2:24 even shows that Daniel saved the 
wise men. However, critics never appreciate what others do for 
them! These informers were betrayers. Nevertheless, the faith of 
the three was not moved by these things, but they obeyed the 
Lord, trusting Him to work things out. 

July 31 Da. 3:13–18 
The Three Jews Stood for What Was Right 

13–18 Then Nebuchadnezzar, in rage and fury, gave the 
command to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego… Again, 
the king’s anger was out of control. These young Jewish men, the 
king had concluded in 1:19, 20, were ten times better than all 
his other advisers. Yet, he was willing to kill them over his silly 
opinion, which had nothing to do with running the kingdom, 
but everything to do with his arrogance. The king was shocked 
that these three men did not follow his orders. Others reported to 
him about the three friends. He checked to see if the report was 
true. The king gave them another chance, revealing the penalty, 
and questioned whether there was a god who was able to deliver 
them from the king’s hands. This king worshiped false gods, and 
believed that he was higher than the gods, including the God 
of Daniel. Knowing that they might die, the young men stated 
boldly that there was no need to answer the king. ✞
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Continued from page 2

unjust under punishment for the day of judgment, and especially 
those who walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness 
and despise authority. They are presumptuous, self-willed. They 
are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries” (2Pe. 2:6–10). Jude 
repeated the teaching of Peter (Ju. 7). 

However, the homosexual movement contends that Jesus 
did not speak out against homosexuality. Would that really make 
a difference to the average homosexual? Jesus did not speak out 
against incest, bestiality, or rape. Jesus always upheld the Old 
Testament Law. In Matthew 19, He was clear on what genders 
and how many of each constitute marriage, “And He answered 
and said to them, “Have you not read that He who made them 
at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this 
reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to 
his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So then, they are no 

longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, 
let not man separate” (Mt. 19:4–6). One man and one woman in 
a marriage constitute marriage, and so sexual relations.

However, homosexuals hear the Bible and they respond: 

• That it does not apply 
• That it only speaks of noncommittal relationships or 

homosexuality associated with idolatry 
• That in biblical times procreation was the main concern 

and now that is not the case 

This reasoning is odd to us. It is like a drunkard saying that 
the passages on drunkenness do not apply to him because he is 
an alcoholic. 

Consider some questions: 

Does it appear that many homosexuals do not choose 
homosexuality?
Do they have this orientation from birth?
Are there differences between biblical times and today?
Are there biblical passages that are cultural applications 
of truth rather than eternal moral truths?
How would you answer if someone asked you why you do 
not make circumcision a command to be obeyed today?
What about if someone were to ask you why you do not 
wear clothing that only has one kind of fabric in it?
Could you explain why you eat all kinds of meat?
Will they think you are a hypocrite if you do not insist 
on a woman wearing a veil in worship, but that the ho-
mosexual must give up his homosexuality, and can you 
explain the difference?

Is Homosexuality in the Bible Different 
Than Today ?

Is the Bible condemning something that truly is unnatural, 
but what homosexuals talk about today is natural? They look 
at themselves as a minority, that is, it is not so much what they 
do, but who they are. When they read Romans 1:26, 27 they 
see Paul referring to reckless homosexuality or someone who is 
heterosexual but is acting homosexual. It is important to note 
what they are saying about themselves:

It is their identity. 
They believe that they did not choose it. 
Thus they wonder how we can expect someone to change 
his identity. 
They wonder how God can expect them to change when 
He made them that way. 
They see Him as a God of love who approves of them. 

It is difficult to engage in a discussion with them, because 
homosexual orientation is not grounded in the Scriptures, science, 
or medicine. They appeal to their feelings, that it feels right to 
them. Moreover, they argue as Life magazine did. In November 
1996 Life magazine argued that a homosexual couple

Has a normal house in a quiet neighborhood in Dallas, 
Texas. 
Have normal jobs. 
Go to the movies on Fridays. 
Go to church on Sundays. 
Volunteer for community causes. 
Call each other honey. 
Get misty-eyed when they watch a video of their Ceremony 
of Affirmation. 

1.

2.
3.
4.

5.

6.

7.
8.

•
•
•

•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

They even mow the grass!

Newsweek (November 4, 1996) argues that homosexuals are 
just as able to rear children as heterosexuals. 

They argue this way because the church has made bad argu-
ments. We agreed when the psychological society said that homo-
sexuals were sick, because to us it sounded like the psychological 
society was saying that something is wrong with homosexuality. 
We should have stuck with the Bible. Homosexuals are not sick. 
Remember the passages that I showed you earlier. Homosexuals are 
sinful. They are engaging in a vile passion. They are unrighteous. 
They need repentance, not therapy. We argued that because they 
were sick they were not fit to do anything else. 

Old Testament passages were intended to keep the Israelites 
from idolatry, which often included homosexuality, but the 
Scriptures make clear that homosexuality itself is condemned. 

For example, remember Leviticus 18:22 where this prohibition 
is found, “You shall not lie with a male as with a woman. It is 
an abomination” (Le. 18:22). If this passage only condemned 
homosexuality associated with idolatry, what would we conclude 
about the very next verse? “Nor shall you mate with any animal, 
to defile yourself with it. Nor shall any woman stand before an 
animal to mate with it. It is perversion” (Le. 18:23). Is bestiality 
natural as long as it is not associated with idolatry? 

Why does homosexuality feel natural to the homosexual? As 
with other sins it does not necessarily have to be learned. Does a 
temper-tantrum feel natural to a 2 year old? 

•

Continued on page 12

Raffaello (Italian painter and architect of the Italian High Renaissance), 
circa 1500, of Lot and his daughters afinally fleeing Sodom, while his wife 

looks back and is turned into a pillar of salt
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Listen to James, “Therefore be patient, brethren, 
until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer 
waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting 
patiently for it until it receives the early and latter 

rain. You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the 
coming of the Lord is at hand” (Ja. 5:7, 8).

Meditating in Scripture day and night is farming the 
soil of our hearts. We cannot be in a hurry, but we have 
to keep at it, waiting patiently for the fruit. Your time 
of meditation will be rich beyond description, if you 
remember that Scripture is a story. A good story, and 
this is especially true of the Scriptures, does not merely 
tell or show us something for the sake of entertainment, 
the passing of time, or the giving of information, but we 
are invited to take part in the story, or rather to show 
that we are in the story, whether we realize it or not and 
whether we like it or not. Eugene Peterson reminds us 
of what the story of the Bible is doing, “…we don’t live 
our lives by information; we live them in relationships in 

the context of a personal God who cannot be reduced to 
formula or definition, who has designs on us for justice 
and salvation” (Eat This Book, pages 41, 42).

Have you noticed that the biblical narrators do not 
embellish their stories and are somewhat “stingy” in the 
pictures that they show? Why is that? Why did they write 
with few details? This way we can easily fit into the story. 
If they gave too many details, we would only see the bibli-
cal players in the story and not ourselves. 

Learn to see the whole Bible as one story and everything 
that is in it as parts of that story. Actually, we can go far 
larger than that. There is one story of God and what He 
revealed in the Scriptures is part of that larger story. We 
are part of that larger story, so is history and all of time, 
life, and creation. 

Meditating in Scripture and living it is walking, 
stopping, and stooping. Picture our different modes of 
travel. 

Meditation Tips
By Don Ruhl

The Pleasure of Meditation (Part 6)
Are Farmers in a Hurry?
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Driving you see more than flying. 
Riding a bike you see more than driving. 
Walking you see more than riding. 
Stopping you see more than walking. 
Stooping you see more than stopping. 

Meditating and living Scripture is slowing down 
to enjoy the view, sometimes stopping to ponder a 
wonderful sight. As the psalmist prayed, “Open my 
eyes, that I may see wondrous things from Your law” 
(Ps. 119:18).

Meditating is a form of exegesis. Not necessarily the 
technical exegesis of scholars and commentators, but 
the closer look of love. Consider the end of the song, 
“Ride the Tiger” by Jefferson Starship, 

It’s like a tear in the hands of a western man 
Tell you about salt, carbon and water 
But a tear to an oriental man 
He’ll tell you about sadness and sorrow or the love of 

a man and a woman. 

The salt, carbon, and water we hear from the scholars, 
and that information is useful. However, the meditator 

wants to know the emotions 
that prompted the tears. He 

wants to see and to feel 
the sadness, sorrow, 
and love. When we 

meditate in Scripture, we are doing the latter. 
Again Peterson wrote, “Exegesis is the furthest thing 

from pedantry; exegesis is an act of love. It loves the one 
who speaks the words enough to want to get the words 
right. It respects the words enough to use every means 
we have to get the words right. Exegesis is loving God 
enough to stop and listen carefully to what he says. It 
follows that we bring the leisure and attentiveness of 
lovers to this text, cherishing every comma and semico-
lon, relishing the oddness of this preposition, delighting 
in the surprising placement of this noun. Lovers don’t 
take a quick look, get a ‘message’ or a ‘meaning,’ and 
then run off and talk endlessly with their friends about 
how they feel” (p. 55). 

How do you read a letter from your children? You 
drink up every word. In Scripture, we are reading from 
our heavenly Father. Do you understand the difference 
between mastering the text and the text mastering us? 
We read the text, but we soon learn that the text is 
reading us. The Bible is not simply an encyclopedia of 
scriptural wisdom that we merely look up what we need 
for the moment, but it is the guidebook for following 
Jesus Christ. When you meditate on Scripture, therefore, 
figure out what you are doing. Are you just looking for 
information or are you looking to follow Jesus better? 
For which purpose was the Bible given?

✞
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By George Reed
The Mormons claim First Corinthians 15:29 as a proof 

text for the authority to baptize for the dead. It seems very 
strange that their own writings teach against this very 
doctrine. Joseph Smith wrote in the book of Alma 34:35, 
“For behold, if ye have procrastinated the day 
of your repentance even unto death, behold, ye 
have become subjected to the spirit of the devil, 
and he doth seal you his; therefore, the Spirit of 
the Lord hath withdrawn from you, and hath no 
place in you, and the devil hath all power over 
you; and this is the final state of the wicked.” 
Certainly from this writing, one could not get the 
impression that Joseph Smith taught baptism for 
the dead. But at any rate, the Mormons claim to 
have over five billion names on record for whom 
a Mormon has been baptized. 

Let us now look at First Corinthians 15:29. 
It reads, “Else what shall they do that are baptized 
for the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why 
then are they baptized for them?” Notice, there 
were some among the Corinthians teaching that 
there is no resurrection from the dead, “Now if 
Christ is preached that he hath been raised from 
the dead, how say some among you that there is 
no resurrection of the dead?” (v. 12). Paul, in the 
context of First Corinthians 15:12–29, was refut-
ing the idea that there is no resurrection from the dead. 

The “they” of verse 29 are the ones of verse 12, who 
taught there was no resurrection from the dead. This is why 
Paul asks the question in verse 29, “Why are you baptized 
for the dead, if the dead are not raised?” After all, many of 
the Corinthians were baptized in view of the dead (Com-
pare Acts 18:8). 

Not only do the scriptures affirm we are baptized for 
our dead bodies, but also in view of the resurrection from 

the dead. We are baptized for two reasons: 

(1) Because Christians at one time possessed a body dead 
in sin. Paul taught this in Romans 6:4–6, “We were 
buried therefore with Him through baptism into death: 

that like as Christ was raised form the dead through the 
glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness 
of life. For if we have become united with Him in the 
likeness of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of 
His resurrection: knowing this, that our old man was 
crucified with him, that the body of sin might be done 
away, that so we should no longer be in bondage to 
sin” (Compare Ephesians 2:1–3). 

(2) The sinner is baptized in view of the dead, that is the 

resurrection from the dead. Lenski, a Bible commenta-
tor, shows this very point, 

He (Paul) calls them oi baptizomenoi uper 
ton nekron, which we render, “They are baptized 

with a view to the dead.” The tense of the 
participle lays no stress on the element of the 
time, which is true also with regard to the 
following verb baptizontai. It is, therefore, 
not in the contrast to the aorist and the past. 
The present timeless participle describes those 
who receive baptism at any time, whether in 
the past, meaning they that are now being 
baptized in distinction from others who were 
baptized before this time or to be baptized in 
the distant future (The Interpretation of I and 
II Corinthians, p. 689). 

The expression “huper ton nekron” in the Greek 
is translated “for the dead.” This is the genitive 
case, but in English this is called the possessive 
case. Thus, they were being baptized for something 
they themselves possessed. Man possesses a body 
of sin (Ro.6:1–6; Ep. 2:13). And in order to get 
rid of sin, he must be baptized in the likeness of 
Christ’s resurrection (Ro. 6:5). 

Paul was saying in First Corinthians 15:29, 
“Why be baptized for your dead bodies, if they (your dead 
bodies) are not raised? Also, if your dead bodies are not going 
to be raised from the dead, whey then were you baptized in 
view of the resurrection?” Our text (1Co. 15:29) teaches, 

(1) We are baptized for the old man, the dead man (Ro. 
6:6), and 

(2) in view of the resurrection from the dead. 
✞

Baptismal font in the Salt Lake Temple, circa 1912, where baptisms for the 
dead are performed by proxy. The font rests on the backs of twelve oxen 

representing the Twelve Tribes of Israel

Image from Wikipedia

Baptism for the Dead
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Responding to TruthWhat About Biological Research? 
Simon LeVay’s study is the most well-known. His research is 

inconclusive, even by his own admission. No one else has dupli-
cated his work. AIDS may have affected the results. He studied 
less than four dozen brains. It has never been established that 
the part of the brain he studied and sexuality have a connection. 
He does not know if the part of the brain that he studied causes 
homosexuality or is affected by it. He is a homosexual, introduc-
ing the possibility of bias.

Is sexual orientation simply a matter of genetics? Human 
sexuality is different than the animal kingdom. The human 
experience is more complex, involving not only the flesh, or 
mere procreation, but spirituality (which is why it is limited to 
marriage), morality, commitment, and emotions. 

The world searches for biological reasons for homosexuality, 
because the world is coming from an evolutionary viewpoint as 
the root and with psychology as the branches, that is, psychology 
no longer considers homosexuality to be abnormal or sick, but 
as a legitimate form of sexual expression. However, as you hear 
the news or read it and talk with people, if you remember that 
belief in the Creator is the soil of your belief and that creation is 
the root that is feeding your whole system, then you will use the 
teaching of Scripture as your branch to reach out to people and 
to guide you in your thinking. 

Another critical factor concerning biological research. We sin 
with our bodies. Sin begins in the heart, but the heart uses the 
body to facilitate, to express the sin. Mark 7 shows this progression, 
but notice that the body does not make the person sin, “For from 
within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, 

fornications, mur-
ders, thefts, covet-
ousness, wickedness, 
deceit, lewdness, an 
evil eye, blasphemy, 
pride, foolishness. 
All these evil things 
come from within 
and defile a man” 
(Mk. 7:21–23). Sin 
starts in the heart, 
and the heart uses 
the body to fulfill 
the desire. The body 
does not determine 
the sin, but it is being 
used to express the 
sin. Do not be sur-
prised if the scientific 
community asserts 

that it found something unique biologically to homosexuals. It is 
hard scientifically to tell if the mind made the body sick, or if the 
body affected the mind. Sin can affect the body. Homosexuality 
affects the body. If the scientific community finds something in 
the body, the scientists will conclude that the body is causing 
the homosexuality when in reality it is the other way around. 
Homosexuality is deleterious to the body. 

Do Not Be Duped into Believing a 
Psychological Cause For Homosexuality 

We let ourselves be tricked when we accepted the psychologi-
cal society’s analysis that homosexuals were just sick. 

Christians have not learned that we should accept what the 
Bible says about homosexuality. Some fall prey to psychological 
answers that seem to support our contention that homosexual-
ity is immoral, but that there is some psychological explanation. 
Some say it comes from a deficiency in the relationship with the 
parent of the same sex during childhood. Others argue that it 
comes from a dominant parent of the opposite sex. Such Chris-
tians believe that sinful lust in the heart is not the problem, but 
something deeper. This is a dangerous position, because it argues 
against the Bible. 

Homosexuality is abnormal to us, or against the natural way 
of things, so we figure someone has a deep problem from the past 
that has not been dwelt with properly. The Scriptures take us as 
deep into the heart as the heart is deep, which is deeper than 
man’s psychological opinions. 

Notice Romans 1. In verses 18 and 19, Paul revealed that the 
wrath of God is to be poured out, and Paul explained why, “For the 
wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteous-
ness, because what may be known of God is manifest in them, 
for God has shown it to them” (Ro. 1:18, 19). Ungodliness and 
unrighteousness bring the wrath of God. Unrighteousness sup-
presses the truth in all manner of unrighteousness. Verses 20–23 
show how they reject the clear knowledge of God’s existence and 
either reject Him outright or pervert their knowledge of Him, 
“For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even 
His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 
because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as 
God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and 
their foolish hearts were darkened. Professing to be wise, they 
became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into 
an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed 
animals and creeping things” (Ro. 1:20–23). Paul listed the results 
of this rejection and perversion in verses 24–31. Notice in verses 
24 and 25 the general terms in which Paul speaks, “Therefore 
God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, 
to dishonor their bodies among themselves, who exchanged the 

truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature 
rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen” (Ro. 1:24, 
25). God gives them up to: uncleanness, the lusts of their hearts, 
and the dishonoring of their bodies, because they exchange the 
truth of God for a lie. Then in verses 26 and 27, the apostle dis-
closed further what uncleanness, and what lusts of the heart, and 
what dishonoring of the body God gives them over to, “For this 
reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women 
exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. Likewise 
also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in 
their lust for one another, men with men committing what is 
shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error 
which was due” (Ro. 1:26, 27). 

The homosexual can be free from the bondage of his sin, 
even as anyone else can be free by being washed, sanctified, and 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our 
God (1Co. 6:9–11). Titus 2 applies to the homosexual as much 
as to anyone, “For the grace of God that brings salvation has 
appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the 
present age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing 
of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for 
us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify 
for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works” 
(Tt. 2:11–14). 

Turn from homosexuality now. God can and will forgive 
you. ✞

Continued from page 8
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Don’t Just Listen: Read!

I am afraid we are becoming such a “video” 
oriented people that reading has almost become 
a passing thing. Yet, the Bible needs to be read, 
not just lifted from a computer screen, or listened 
to on tape in the car. Educators know that we 
retain a vast amount of what we read, and very 
little of what we hear. The closer we become 
to “illiterate” in this sense, the more sin will 
develop in our lives. We must apply the great 
deterrent that God has given to us. We must 
study and live by His Word. Otherwise we will 
be as the Jews were in the time of Christ. They 
should have known Him, but they just didn’t 
know what they needed to know. Therefore, 
they did not know Him. If you want to know 
Jesus, if you want to understand the problem 
of sin, if you want help to keep sin out of your 
life, meditate on God’s Word!

Tommy Haynes
The Central Focus

Less Talk, More Action 

One of the greatest dangers a 
church faces is to be satisfied with 
words. When William Henry Har-
rison, our ninth president, was in-
augurated in 1840, he had prepared 
a 9,000 word inaugural address. 
The weather was dismal, cold and 
wet, but Harrison stubbornly spent 
almost two hours giving every word 
of that address. In the effort he caught 
pneumonia, and within a month, 
was dead.

He holds the record for both the 
longest speech and the shortest term 
of any president. He talked more and 
did less than anyone, and unless we 
are careful, we are suddenly describ-
ing not William Henry Harrison, 
but the church.

Douglas F. Parsons
Gospel Advocate
March 20, 1986, page 171

Responding to Truth


