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By Don Ruhl 

You have seen the videos and heard the words of Mr. Jeremiah Wright, former 
pastor of the Trinity United Church of Christ—and please notice the distinction 
from the Churches of Christ—when he repeatedly denounced America with false 
charges. His position on asking God to bless America is this. The government, 
“wants us to sing ‘God Bless America.’ No, no, no, God damn America.” What if 
God answers that prayer and damns America? 

God Bless America 
This is both a request and a statement of fact. God has blessed America al-

though she is not perfect. Does a nation or person have to be perfect before God 
blesses that nation or person? Does every citizen in a country have to be living in 
luxury before we can say God has blessed that nation? We want God to bless us, 
not because of our worthiness, because we are unworthy, for truly “God shed His 
grace on thee.” Grace is unmerited favor! May that not be a license to continue to 
sin, but to live in righteousness, which was Paul’s argument in Romans 5.20–6.2ff. 
Also, listen to the prayer of Moses for Israel, “If now I have found grace in Your 
sight, O Lord, let my Lord, I pray, go among us, even though we are a stiff-necked 
people; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us as Your inheritance” (Exo 
34.9). 

Moses recognized their shortcomings, nevertheless, he did not ask God to curse 
Israel, but to bless her with His presence. Therefore, God has not placed Christians 
in America to curse her, but to be the light and salt of the nation (Matt 5:13–16). 
How do we fulfill that by asking Him to damn her? 

America Bless God 
God blesses America when America blesses God. As it is written, “Blessed is the 

nation whose God is the LORD, the people He has chosen as His own inheritance” 
(Psa 33.12) 

We cannot expect blessings, if we do not give blessings. 

What If God Damned America? 
Does anyone think he is suffering now? What would happen if God damned 

America? We certainly would not have the freedom to make wild accusations 
against our nation. Jeremiah 29 shows what God wanted the Jews to do who were 
carried away captive to Babylon. “And seek the peace of the city where I have 
caused you to be carried away captive, and pray to the LORD for it; for in its peace 
you will have peace” (Jer 29.7). 

What If 
God 

Damned 
America? 
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God wanted the Jews to pray for the peace of the 
city to which they had been carried captive, but the 
reverse of that stands true also. If we seek the war of 
the city where we live, and pray to the Lord to damn 
it; then in its war we will have war. 

Does Mr. Wright really want that? When a nation 
does well, its citizens do well, which was the message 
of God to the Jews, but that does 
not mean everyone prospers to 
the same level. The poor we will 
always have with us, although not 
everyone will be poor, yet, if God 
damns a nation, everyone be-
comes poor. 

What to Do When 
Persecuted 

We cannot deny that black 
Americans, and many others have 
suffered persecution. Nations have 
persecuted Christians worse than 
anyone, yet, Christians have con-
verted many millions of people, 
including their former persecu-
tors, not by asking God to damn 
them, but by following the Lord’s 
example and by doing what He 
taught and by doing what His 
apostles taught. The One who suf-
fered the most at anyone’s hands, 
prayed, “Father, forgive them, for 
they do not know what they do” (Luke 23.34). 

In Matthew 5, that same One had taught, “You 
have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neigh-
bor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your 
enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those 
who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use 
you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your 

Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the 
evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and 
on the unjust. For if you love those who love you, 
what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors 
do the same? And if you greet your brethren only, 
what do you do more than others? Do not even the 
tax collectors do so? Therefore you shall be perfect, 

just as your Father in heaven is perfect” (Matt 5.43–
48). 

Jesus practiced what He preached. If He could 
love His enemies, even as they persecuted Him, then 
we can certainly bless those who curse us. Paul wrote, 
“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 

curse” (Rom 12.14). 
By following the words of Paul, the Christians in 

Rome changed the whole empire forever. Speaking to 
slaves who had become Christians living in the brutal 
Roman empire, Peter explained how they should view 
harsh treatment and notice whom Peter holds up as 
an example in such treatment, “Servants, be submis-

sive to your masters with all fear, 
not only to the good and gentle, 
but also to the harsh. For this is 
commendable, if because of con-
science toward God one endures 
grief, suffering wrongfully. For 
what credit is it if, when you are 
beaten for your faults, you take it 
patiently? But when you do good 
and suffer, if you take it patiently, 
this is commendable before God. 
For to this you were called, be-
cause Christ also suffered for us, 
leaving us an example, that you 
should follow His steps: ‘Who 
committed no sin, Nor was deceit 
found in His mouth’; who, when 
He was reviled, did not revile in 
return; when He suffered, He 
did not threaten, but commit-
ted Himself to Him who judges 
righteously; who Himself bore 
our sins in His own body on the 
tree, that we, having died to sins, 
might live for righteousness—by 

whose stripes you were healed” (1Pe 2.18–24). 
May every believer in God, whether black or 

white, slave or free, learn to imitate Jesus Christ and 
obey the commandments of the apostles. ✞

“…when He was reviled, did not 
revile in return; when He suffered, 
He did not threaten, but committed 

Himself to Him who judges 
righteously…” (1Pe 2.23)

Matthias Stom: Christ before Caiaphas, depiction of the Sanhedrin Trial of 
Jesus; early 1630s. 
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In 2003, a 
DVD came out 
that devastated the 
claims of Mormon-
ism that the “La-
manites,” a group 
that supposedly 
came to America 
from Jerusalem 
before Christ, 
“are the principal 
ancestors of the 
American Indi-
ans,” which had 
been part of the 

introduction to the Book of Mormon since 1981. 
The Mormon Church has produced a new edi-

tion in which they have changed the wording. 

The 1981 Edition 
Starting in 1981, the Mormon Church added an 

introduction to the Book of Mormon. The first two 
paragraphs read thus, 

The Book of Mormon is a volume of 
holy scripture comparable to the Bible. It is 
a record of God’s dealings with the ancient 
inhabitants of the Americas and contains, as 
does the Bible, the fulness of the everlasting 
gospel. 

The book was written by many ancient 
prophets by the spirit of prophecy and rev-

elation. Their 
words, written on 
gold plates, were 
quoted and abridged by a prophet-historian 
named Mormon. The record gives an account 
of two great civilizations. One came from Je-
rusalem in 600 B.C., and afterward separated 
into two nations, known as the Nephites and 
the Lamanites. The other came much earlier 
when the Lord confounded the tongues at the 
Tower of Babel. This group is known as the 
Jaredites. After thousands of years, all were 

Change in 
the Book of 

Mormon

One word 
has huge implications

By Don Ruhl



The Bible Meditator Page 5 July AD 2008

C h r i s t i a n s  L o o k  a t  t h e  N e w s
destroyed except the Lamanites, and they are 
the principal ancestors of the American In-
dians. 

Interestingly, I copied that from the official Mor-
mon web page, but it does not reflect the change made 
to the newest edition of The Book of Mormon. The 
last sentence of 
that quotation is 
of particular inter-
est. Read it again, 
“After thousands 
of years, all were 
destroyed except 
the Lamanites, 
and they are the 
principal ances-
tors of the Ameri-
can Indians.” 

What do you 
believe that sen-
tence claimed? 
Did it not claim 
that the Lama-
nites, allegedly 
ancient Israelites, 
were more than 
ancestors of the 
American Indi-
ans, but the La-
manites were the 
principal ances-
tors of the Ameri-
can Indians? 

That implies two things: First, that the American 
Indians have more than one line of ancestors. Second, 
that the Lamanites were the most prominent ances-
tors. That means ancient Israelites are the principal 
ancestors of American Indians. If that is true, DNA 

testing should show a relationship between the two. 
However, the DVD, DNA vs. The Book of Mor-

mon, debunked that totally. 

The Change 
The January 11, 2008 issue of The Daily Courier 

(Grants Pass, Oregon), ran an article with this title, 

“Addition of one word to Book of Mormon intro-
duction is seen by some as quiet concession to DNA 
research.” 

The article from the Associated Press went on to 
state, 

SALT LAKE CITY — The introduction 
to the 2006 edition of the Book of Mormon 
has a new word: among. 

It sounds trivial, but to some it represents 
a huge change to teachings that have been 
passed on for generations within The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter- day Saints. 

The new 
w o r d i n g 
comes in a 
passage about 
American In-
dians, who 
have long 
been present-
ed by Mor-
mon leaders 
as direct an-
cestors of a 
lost tribe of 
Israel known 
as the Lama-
nites. 

“ A f t e r 
thousands of 
years all were 
d e s t r o y e d 
except the 
L a m a n i t e s , 
and they are 
among the 
ancestors of 
the American 

Indians,” the new introduction reads. 
In previous editions, the phrase was “are 

the ancestors.” 

Do you see a difference between, “they are the 
principal ancestors of the American Indians,” and 

Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — After
the fourth death in a week,
Keith Troy decided enough was
enough.

Midway through Sunday ser-
vices, he looked out at his con-
gregation and asked all the men
to rise. Then he asked: Would
the deacons and associate minis-
ters please assemble in the
aisles with paper and pencil?
Would every man write down
his name and a phone number
where he could be reached?

Too many church
men were dying of pre-
ventable illnesses relat-
ed to poor health, Troy
told the congregation
at New Salem Mission-
ary Baptist Church, a
predominantly black
church of about 4,500
members, including
about 900 adult men.

Their pastor of 24
years issued a simple
order: Every man in
the congregation will see a doc-
tor in the next three months. If
they can’t afford it, the church
will help pay. If transportation
is a problem, someone from the
church will drive them.

“But one way or another,”
Troy said that Sunday in late
November, “every man in this
church will be checked out.”

“Amen,” parishioners
responded. “Amen.”

The last straw had come
three days earlier when Roland
Burks, 58, died of complications
from diabetes and high blood
pressure, the day after he deliv-
ered Thanksgiving meals to the
homeless.

“I plead guilty to being a
pragmatist,” Troy said in an
interview. “What we do on Sun-
day has got to impact Monday
through Saturday, and if not,
what are we doing?”

He said he stood in the pulpit
that Sunday and happened to
see two doctors, members of the
church, in the congregation.

“It just kind of came to me,”
Troy said. “We didn’t have 900
meetings about it — it was just
one of those moments of inspira-
tion.”

Statistics show black men are
among the least likely people to
see a doctor regularly.

Three in 10 non-Hispanic
blacks did visit a doctor or other
health professional in the past 12
months, according to the nation-
al Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention 2005 summary of
national health statistics. Only
Hispanic men (37 percent) were
higher as a group.

Black men also have higher
rates of high blood pressure
than white or Hispanic men and
a higher risk of dying from
strokes than men and women

from any other group. Black
men also have higher obesity
rates than white men or women.

Last year, the Baptist Educa-
tional and Missionary Conven-
tion of South Carolina, a pre-
dominantly black denomination,
announced a partnership with
the state to educate people about
disease prevention and healthy
living.

In Colorado, Denver’s Center
for African-American Health
works with about 80 black
churches to increase awareness
among parishioners about pre-
venting diabetes, heart prob-

lems and other chronic
diseases.

“When the message
comes from the church
and the pastor, it
comes with a very
important push behind
it and people do tend to
trust that message,”
said Dr. Michelle Gour-
dine, a member of
Union Bethel African
Methodist Episcopal
Church and the deputy

secretary of health for Mary-
land. The 1,300-member church
in Randallstown, Md., offers
annual programs on reducing
cholesterol and high-blood pres-
sure and runs a 10-week exer-
cise class for just $10.

Fear of being perceived as
weak keeps some black men
from seeing doctors, as does his-
torical distrust of the profession.
Concerns about the cost of med-
ical care also play a part. A 2004
survey by the Ohio Department
of Health found that more than
one in four black men in Ohio
were uninsured, compared with
fewer than one in five white
men.

“We don’t generally seek out
health care unless we become
incapacitated,” said Dr. Augus-
tus Parker, a black physician
and a member of New Salem. “’I
got a bum knee?’ — you wait
until it’s bone on bone and you
can’t walk. ‘That chest pain I
have? I just drink a bottle of
Maalox and I feel better.’ ”

Troy’s order made Jimmy
Logan, a church volunteer who
helps handle parking on Sun-
days and a friend of Burks, real-
ize that if he wants to continue
serving others, he’d better look
out for himself first.

He went to the doctor and
had an arthritic knee drained
but otherwise got a clean bill of
health.

“It’s one thing to preach the
gospel, it’s another thing to also
have a sincere heart of caring
while you’re doing that,” Logan,
46, said of Troy. “The combina-
tion of the two has left many of
us just speechless.”

Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY — The
introduction to the 2006 edition
of the Book of Mormon has a
new word: among.

It sounds trivial, but to some
it represents a huge change to
teachings that have been passed
on for generations within The
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints.

The new wording comes in a
passage about American Indi-
ans, who have long been pre-
sented by Mormon leaders as
direct ancestors of a lost tribe of
Israel known as the Lamanites.

“After thousands of years all
were destroyed except the
Lamanites, and they are among
the ancestors of the American
Indians,” the new introduction
reads.

In previous editions, the
phrase was “are the ancestors.”

What’s the big deal? Church
defenders say there is nothing
important in the change.

But skeptics view it different-
ly. The issue is that church mis-
sionaries have long portrayed
Book of Mormon stories as fact.
To them, it looks like the new
wording is a quiet concession
that DNA research accurately
contradicts the scriptural claim.

“Now they’re going to say,
‘We got that wrong?’ ” said
Edmonds Community College
professor of anthropology
Thomas Murphy in Lynnwood,
Wash.

A Mormon, Murphy said he
predicted the church would ulti-
mately concede the Lamanite
story was folklore and not sci-
ence in a 2002 essay that
appeared in “American Apoc-
rypha,” a collection of writings
about the Book of Mormon.

Murphy said the use of
“among” makes a somewhat
deceptive change. It gives the
appearance that the institutional
church is moving to a position
more consistent with science.

“In a way, this is a mask for
a more serious problem,” said

Murphy, who was also threat-
ened with excommunication in
2002. “The Book of Mormon is
entirely inconsistent with the
archaeology, the DNA, actually
with all the evidence we have
from the ancient Americas.”

Mormons believe the Book of
Mormon was translated with a
seer stone by founder Joseph
Smith from a set of gold plates
buried in upstate New York. The
faithful consider it the word of
God and a valid testimony of
Jesus Christ’s work in the
ancient Americas. 

First published in 1830, it has
been translated into 105 lan-
guages.

The introduction — where the
change has been made — was
added in 1981 and thought to be
drafted by the late Bruce R.
McConkie, a member of the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles,
the second-most powerful

church governing body.
John L. Sorenson, professor

emeritus of anthropology at the
church-owned Brigham Young
University, said that altering
what’s understood to be an opin-
ion doesn’t change the church or
the text of the book itself.

“Some people may want to
twist this matter of a slight
word change into something
that they themselves want to
communicate,” said Sorenson.
“An editorial commentary is all
that has been changed. ... They
might have decided to put more
commas in.”

Sorenson’s own scholarship
preaches a “limited geography”
theory of Book of Mormon sto-
ries. Its premise is that the book
chronicles the lives of people
who lived in a small region of
Central America.

Mormon scholars moved
away from any absolute beliefs

about the ancestral lines of Indi-
ans, said Sorenson, who called
the change a “backhanded”
acknowledgment from church
leaders of the scholarly drift.

“It’s impossible for me to see
what all the fuss is about,” he
said.

By Edith Decker
of the Daily Courier

Television personality Cheri
Peters, whose show “Celebrat-
ing Life in Recovery” is a sta-
ple of the Three Angels Broad-
casting Network and is seen on
Better Life Television in
Josephine County, was in
Grants Pass last week and
spoke to several groups.

In addition to talking with
women at the Gospel Rescue
Mission and youth at the Sev-
enth-day Adventist School,
Peters delivered a well-attend-
ed, three-part presentation
about her own life and how she
overcame a childhood of sexu-
al and physical abuse and a
teen and young adult life of
abusing drugs.

The Grants Pass Adventist
community brought Peters
here as a special speaker.

In her first presentation,
she began her harrowing story
of childhood abuse, although
keeping a sense of humor —
and with the object of showing
members of the church that
they should accept those who
come as they are and try to
help them.

After deciding to quit drugs
as a young woman, she attend-
ed an Adventist church, she

recalled. Coming from a fami-
ly of addicts, she had never
learned the social graces. She
wanted to look her best to go
to church and, for her at that
time, that meant a mini skirt
and “every piece of jewelry I
owned.”

She laughs and explains,
“Adventists don’t even wear
jewelry. I didn’t know that.”

At 23 she was functionally
illiterate. Wanting to fit in,
though, she went to every
Bible study and bluffed her
way through.

“I had just given up heroin,
but I was smoking my brains
out,” she continued. She’d
drive around the church,
slouched down in the seat so
no one would see her, to soak
up all the nicotine she could

before going to a long service.
“And then I thought people did-
n’t know I smoked.”

Since the Adventist faith is
known for emphasizing a
healthy lifestyle, she found the
push to change both exciting
and overwhelming. “I’ve been
molested since I was 3 months
old — and you want me to
worry about what I eat?”

Obviously, she said, she did
not feel worthy. After 10 years,
she left the church and
relapsed for many more years.
She returned to a new pastor
and insisted on telling him her
entire story, determined to be
up front this time around:
“You have to let me tell you
this,” she told him.

After listening for two
hours “He said, ‘I would be

honored to baptize you.’ ”
He also wanted her to tell

her story to the congregation,
noting that people should go to
church to be disciples and help
others, not go for what the
church can do for them.

She’s been giving that testi-
mony ever since, writing a
book about her life, “Miracle
from the Streets” and getting
her own TV show three years
ago.

Marta Davis, co-manager
of BLTV says she’s in the
process of editing the tapes of
Peters’ presentations and will
set a date or dates to air them
soon.

�   �   �

Reach reporter Edith
Decker at 474-3724 or edeck-
er@thedailycourier.com

Grants Pass Daily Courier Edith Decker, 474-3724 or edecker@thedailycourier.com
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With Dr. Brad Personius, MD, Cardiologist, as 
Medical Director, the Coronary Health Improvement 
Project (CHIP) will again be presented in Grants 
Pass. CHIP is a 30 day program where participants 
learn how to make diet and lifestyle changes that are 
necessary to reverse, normalize or prevent: Heart 
Disease, High Blood Pressure, Type II Diabetes, High 
Cholesterol, and Obesity.

Attend a free, one hour information and registration 
meeting held at Three Rivers Community Hospital 
in the Cascade Conference Room on the first floor.

Choose One of the Following Sessions:

Sunday, January 13 • 3:00 - 4:00 PM
Monday, January 21 • 6:00 - 7:00 PM
Sunday, January 27 • 3:00 - 4:00 PM
Monday, January 28 • 6:00 - 7:00 PM

Health Seminar

Free Food Samples
For more information or a free 

brochure, please call:
471-1325 or 846-0654

REDIMIX CONCRETE
Excavating • Asphalt Paving

Call for prompt service

479-2173 • 479-2981

910 S.E.  “M” St., Grants Pass

KEVIN LAUNIUS/Daily Courier

Cheri Peters speaks at the Grants Pass Seventh-day Adventist Church Jan. 4.

TV personality overcame
early life of abuse, drugs
Several groups in
GP hear Cheri
Peters tell her story

� WHO: Cheri Peters, an
inspirational speaker who
draws from her own experi-
ence recovering from being
a victim of sexual abuse and
drug abuse, to help others.
� ON TV: Peters’ TV show
“Celebrating Life in Recov-
ery” airs on Sundays at 5
p.m. on BLTV (Better Life
Television). The network,
which is local, taped Peters’
three presentations and will
air them at a later date. See
www.betterlifetv.tv for
updates. Peters’ second pre-
sentation, “Unlikely Ambas-
sador” was given at the usual
service and will air Saturday
at 2 p.m. or Sunday at 8 a.m.
Recordings of the three pre-
sentations will be available
for sale at Better Life Televi-
sion as well; call 474-3089.
� BOOKS: Peters’ book,
“Miracle from the Streets” is
her autobiography and testi-
mony. Her second book
“God is Crazy About You”
tells others’ stories about how
faith led to their recovery
from addiction.

Have a look

Addition of one word to Book of Mormon introduction
is seen by some as quiet concession to DNA research

Pastor orders his
male congregants
to go for checkups

TROY

Preventable illnesses were killing too many
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“they are among the ancestors of the American Indi-
ans”? The original gave the distinct impression that 
the “Lamanites” were the primary ancestors of the 
American Indians, whereas the new edition removes 
that dominant role of the Lamanites, and gives them 
an insignificant role in bringing about the American 
Indians. This new edition means that the role of the 
Lamanites was small, hence, not shown in DNA test-
ing! 

Thomas Murphy, a Mormon professor at Ed-
monds Community College in Lynnwood, Washing-

ton, predicted, 

...the church would ultimately 
concede the Lamanite story was 
folklore and not science in a 2002 
essay that appeared in “American 
Apocrypha,” a collection of writ-
ings about the Book of Mormon. 

Murphy said the use of 
“among” makes a somewhat de-

ceptive change. It gives the appearance that 
the institutional church is moving to a posi-
tion more consistent with science. 

“In a way, this is a mask for a more serious 
problem,” said Murphy, who was also threat-
ened with excommunication in 2002. “The 
Book of Mormon is entirely inconsistent with 
the archaeology, the DNA, actually with all the 
evidence we have from the ancient Americas.” 

However, one Mormon apologist, John Soren-
son, professor emeritus of anthropology at Brigham 
Young University, 

...said that altering what’s understood to 
be an opinion doesn’t change the church or 
the text of the book itself...“An editorial com-
mentary is all that has been changed...They 

might have decided to put more commas 
in.” 

Demoting the Lamanites from principal ances-
tors to merely among the ancestors is akin to adding 
commas? This is more than fixing grammar and syn-

tax, this is changing science! This is changing a major 
thrust of the Book of Mormon. 

If the Book of Mormon is wrong on the relation-
ship between Israelites and American Indians, what 
else is it wrong on? We do well to stick with the Bible 
alone. ✞

See the Difference? 

“they are the principal ancestors of the American Indians” 
(1981)

“they are among the ancestors of the American Indians” 
(2008)
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On the front page of 
the Grants Pass Daily Cou-
rier for April 25, 2008, this 
article appeared, “Chickens 
call T. rex grandpa.” The ar-
ticle argued, 

WASHINGTON 
— It looks like chickens 
deserve more respect. 

Scientists are flesh-
ing out the proof that 
today’s broilerfryer is 
descended from the 
mighty Tyrannosaurus 
rex. 

Fossil studies have 
long suggested modern 
birds were descended 
from T. rex, based on 
similarities in their 
skeletons. Now, bits of 
protein obtained from connective tissues in 
a T. rex fossil show a relationship to birds in-
cluding chickens and ostriches, according to 
a report in Friday’s edition of the journal Sci-

ence. 
“These results 

match predictions made 
from skeletal anatomy, 
providing the first mo-
lecular evidence for the 
evolutionary relation-
ships of a non-avian di-
nosaur,” Chris Organ, a 
postdoctoral researcher 
in biology at Harvard 
University, said in a 
statement. 

Co-author John M. 
Asara of Harvard re-
ported last year that his 
team had been able to 
extract collagen from a 
T. rex and that it most 
closely resembled the 
collagen of chickens. 

They weren’t able to 
recover dinosaur DNA, the genetic instruc-
tions for life, but they did study DNA codes 

for the proteins. 
W h i l e 

the re-
s e a r c h -
ers were 
able to 
obtain just 
a few pro-
teins from T. 
rex, they have 
now been able 
to show the 

r e l a -

t i o n -
ships with birds. 

With more data, 
Organ said, they would probably be able to 
place T. rex on the evolutionary tree between 
alligators and chickens and ostriches. 

Chickens Call T. Rex Grandpa?

By Don Ruhl

By Shaun Hall
of the Daily Courier

An off-road motorcycle track and race
operation that has been open for about six
weeks at the Josephine County Fairgrounds
has been asked to keep the noise down.

But that’s easier said than done, and the
track’s operator said he expects to close
after Wednesday.

“I’ve gotten a two-week cease-and-desist
letter to fix the noise,” track operator Chris
Woodruff said this week. “I’m probably
going to have to shut it down.”

Woodruff got the letter, dated April 18,
from Josephine County’s legal affairs
office. That office had heard from the

Grants
Pass city
attorney’s
office,
which, in

turn had heard complaints from fair-
grounds neighbors.

City ordinances regulate noise. One of
the neighbors is Glen Briscoe.

“If I can’t hear the TV, it’s too loud,”
Briscoe said, in a telephone interview. “I
cannot carry on a conversation in my front
yard. I think the city is doing something,
which I really, really appreciate.”

Briscoe lives on West Park Street, which
is a few hundred feet from the track,
between the fairgrounds and the Rogue
River. Woodruff said three neighbors have
complained.

“I’m willing to work with the neigh-
bors,” said Woodruff. “I’ve actually talked
to one person. We had a discussion that
wasn’t going anywhere.”

County Assistant Legal Counsel Leah
Harper was the one who wrote to the Fair

Board, asking for quiet, but Woodruff said
he can’t lower levels that much, without
expensive mufflers on each bike.

“Please consider this letter a request to
cease allowing the motorcycles to make
noise above the permitted noise levels,”
Harper wrote.

Harper’s letter stated the city had used
a meter to measure noise levels near the
track, coming up with decibel readings of
92. City rules, however, stipulate that noise
levels may exceed 75 decibels for only 36
seconds of each hour, and may exceed 60
decibels for only six minutes of each hour.
In addition, the levels may exceed 55 deci-
bels for only 30 minutes each hour.

“They want me to get it down to 55 deci-
bels,” Woodruff said, adding that he has
taken roadside readings “all over town” in
excess of 55 decibels.

Smaller motorcycles at the track pro-

duce about 70 decibels, and larger ones pro-
duce about 80 decibels, according to
Woodruff. Races can take several minutes.

The track is open twice a week: 3:30 to
8:30 p.m. Wednesdays and 1:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Saturdays. Woodruff, 29, said he has sunk
$25,000 — “pretty much all of my money” —
into the venture. He said he has insurance
and pays rent to the fairgrounds. A medic
is on hand, too. A different operator ran the
track for a limited time last year.

Fairgrounds Manager Jackie McBee
said it appears the city is attempting to
impose residential noise standards in a
commercial area. In any event, she said
trees possibly could be planted to act as a
sound barrier.

“We’re looking into ways to minimize
the noise,” she said. “We’re going to try to
talk to the city. The Fair Board will make
some recommendations.”

But the Fair Board is not set to meet
again until May 14 at 4 p.m. at the fair-
grounds.

City Attorney Kris Woodburn said the
city is enforcing its rules fairly.

“We can’t afford to have different rules
for different people,” he said. “We have to
be blind when we enforce our codes.

“It’s not like we relish this situation,” he
continued. “When we receive complaints,
we enforce the code fairly.”

On a cool, wet day last Saturday, maybe
100 people and a few dozen motorcycles
were on hand at the track, according to
Woodruff, who has started an online peti-
tion asking for support. More than 500
endorsements have been received on the
site, www.ridegpmx.com

�   �   �

Reach reporter Shaun Hall at 474-3813
or shall@thedailycourier.com
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Weather

Nice weekend
Expect partly
cloudy skies
on Saturday
and Sunday,
with highs in
the low 70s. Clouds will return
on Monday. See Page 2A.

Overnight low 46
Saturday’s high 72

at www.thedailycourier.com

JIM KROIS/Daily Courier

Motocross riders practice at the fairgrounds Saturday afternoon, to the annoyance of neighbors in the
homes in the background on West Park Street.

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush said tax rebates will start
going out Monday, earlier than
previously announced, and
should help Americans cope
with rising gasoline and food
prices, as well as aid a slumping
economy.

“Starting Monday, the effects
of the stimulus will begin to
reach millions of households
across our
c o u n t r y , ”
Bush said
Friday in
remarks on
the South
Lawn of the
White House.

The Inter-
nal Revenue
Service had
been saying
d i r e c t
deposits wouldn’t start until next
Friday. Bush said paper checks
would begin going out on May 9,
a week earlier than previously
announced.

How soon you will receive
your rebate depends on the last
two digits of your Social Securi-
ty number. You can find out on
the Internet when you can
expect your rebate by going to
irs.gov/irs/article/0,,id=180250,0
0.html

“The money is going to help
Americans offset the high prices
we’re seeing at the gas pump,
the grocery store, and also give
our economy a boost to help us
pull out of this economic slow-
down,” Bush said.

Bush’s emphasis on fuel and
food prices differed from other
comments he’s made since sign-
ing the economic stimulus legis-
lation, intended to aid the econo-
my by boosting overall con-
sumer spending — which
accounts for roughly two-thirds
of the nation’s economic activi-
ty.

Bush had suggested previous-
ly that the rebates could trigger
a spending spree. “When the
money reaches the American
people, we expect they will use
it to boost consumer spending,”
he said last month.

By saying expressly that peo-
ple could use these one-time
checks to pay for such necessi-
ties as food and gas, Bush
underscored the deepening chal-
lenges facing the economy.

As he had earlier in the
week, Bush used the word “slow-
down” to describe the state of
the economy. He has denied that
the nation is in a recession,
although many economists say it
is.

“It’s obvious our economy is
in a slowdown. But, fortunately,
we recognized the signs early
and took action,” Bush said.

Economic
stimulation
gets started
on Monday

Owner says order to cut noise
may compel him to close track

Bush says tax rebates
will ease pain of rising
gas and food prices

BUSH

� Jet take-off, from 25 yards away: 150
� Auto horn at three feet; live rock music:
110
� Jackhammer; helicopter 100 feet over-
head: 100
� Power mower; motorcycle at 25 feet: 90
� Garbage disposal; freight train at 15 n
yards: 80
� Freeway at 50 feet; vacuum cleaner: 70
� Office conversation: 60
� Conversation at home; quiet suburb: 50
� Library; bird calls: 40

Source: Purdue University, citing
municipal, federal and Temple University
sources.

Decibel noise comparisons

‘If I can’t hear the TV, it’s too loud’

By Susan Goracke
of the Daily Courier

It took about 11 months, but
Mel Greenfeld finally sold his
Grants Pass home earlier this
month.

The sales price was a disap-
pointing $77,000 less than he had

hoped to get
when he put
his home on
the market
in May.

“I ended
up giving it
away at
$ 2 1 2 , 0 0 0 , ”
said Green-
feld, 75, who
now lives at
Rogue Val-

ley Retirement on A Street.
Greenfeld said his 1,600-

square-foot, three-bedroom, one-
and-a-half-bath home attracted
some buyer interest when he
first listed it, but activity dwin-
dled as months passed.

His real estate agent, Betty
Murray of the Oregon Real
Estate Center, dropped the
home’s price three times before
a buyer — another real estate
broker — finally snapped it up.

“He expects to rent it, then
use it as a retirement home,”
Greenfeld said of the buyer.

Despite having to take less
than he had hoped, Greenfeld is

among the lucky ones who actu-
ally sold a house this year in
Josephine County. In January,
the number of homes closing
escrow dropped to a dismal 44.
The good news is, home sales
have been increasing monthly
since then. In February, 59
homes sold, and in March, 67
homes changed hands.

But the bad news for sellers
is, in March, the county’s medi-
an home sales price plunged to
$220,000, its lowest mark since
2004, according to Multiple List-
ing Service statistics.

Compare that with March
2007, when the median was at

$264,500. That’s a decline of
almost 17 percent.

But when home prices are
bad for sellers, they begin to
look better for buyers, All Sea-
sons Realty owner-broker John
Schiavone pointed out.

“Prices are getting down
where monthly payments are
almost equal to renting,” he
added. “That’s where you see
the most activity.”

For example, right now,
older two-bedroom, one-bath
homes are going for between
$150,000 and $180,000, he said.

Median home sale price is
$44,500 less than year ago

$220,000

$290,000

$230,000

$240,000

$250,000

$260,000

$270,000

$280,000

Source: Multiple Listing Service PATRICIA SNYDER/Daily Courier

Jan.Dec. Feb. Mar.Mar. Apr. May Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov.

$220,000

Josephine County median

             home sale prices

$273,000

$264,500

GREENFELD

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — It looks
like chickens deserve more
respect.

Scientists are fleshing out
the proof that today’s broiler-
fryer is descended from the
mighty Tyrannosaurus rex.

Fossil studies have long
suggested modern birds were
descended from T. rex, based
on similarities in their skele-
tons. Now, bits of protein
obtained from connective tis-
sues in a T. rex fossil show a
relationship to birds includ-
ing chickens and ostriches,
according to a report in Fri-
day’s edition of the journal
Science.

“These results match pre-
dictions made from skeletal
anatomy, providing the first
molecular evidence for the
evolutionary relationships of
a non-avian dinosaur,” Chris
Organ, a postdoctoral
researcher in biology at Har-

vard University, said in a
statement.

Co-author John M. Asara
of Harvard reported last year
that his team had been able
to extract collagen from a T.
rex and that it most closely
resembled the collagen of
chickens.

They weren’t able to
recover dinosaur DNA, the
genetic instructions for life,
but they did study DNA codes
for the proteins.

While the researchers
were able to obtain just a few
proteins from T. rex, they
have now been able to show
the relationships with birds.

With more data, Organ
said, they would probably be
able to place T. rex on the
evolutionary tree between
alligators and chickens and
ostriches.

“We also show that it
groups better with birds than
modern reptiles, such as alli-
gators and green anole
lizards,” Asara added.

Chickens call
T. rex grandpa
Study shows lowly broiler-fryers are
descended from mighty dinosaurs

Turn to PRICE, Page 7A

A look ahead

What’s inside

Draft day
Former
Oregon
running
back
Jonathan
Stewart
will be
waiting by

the phone Saturday in anticipa-
tion of an early phone call.

SPORTS / Page 1B

A special ‘SVU’
Actor Robin
Williams
guest stars
as”Law &
Order: Spe-
cial Victims
Unit’ marks
its 200th
broadcast
on Tuesday.

WEEKSWORTH / Inside

It’s a mystery
Classic
detectives
are brought
to bear on
a murder
case in the
comedy/
mystery
play “Done to Death,” open-
ing May 2 at the Barnstorm-
ers Theatre.

ENTERTAINMENT / Page 7B

Road trip to Iraq
The Steward family of Grants
Pass, who’ve been exploring
the ancient Silk Road from
their base in Istanbul, Turkey,
recently returned from an
adventure in Iraq.

OUT & ABOUT / Page 6B

Sing out
The 14th annual local choir
festival is gaining voices —
and fans — with a move to a
larger venue. It’s Sunday at
the Grants Pass High School
Performing Arts Center

FAITH / Page 8B

Breath of fresh air
Bubbles
rise
through
multicol-
ored con-
tainers,
sending
an array
of scents
to the noses of those using
Josephine County’s first oxy-
gen bar, Fusion Salon and
Tanning.

SATURDAY
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C h r i s t i a n s  L o o k  a t  t h e  N e w s

“We also 
show that it groups 
better with birds than modern rep-
tiles, such as alligators 
and green anole 
lizards,” Asara 
added. 

It used to be that if we called someone a “chicken,” 
we meant that he was easily frightened, but now that 
may mean someone is especially ferocious, or else the 
Tyrannosaurus rex was not all that intimidating! Yet, 
I never would have called T. rex a “chicken.” 

This article shows the folly of evolutionary rea-
soning. If they can believe a sea-going creature could 
come up on the land and become a wolf and decide 
that it did not like life on the land and go back into 
the sea and become the whale, then I guess the 40 
foot long, 7.5 ton T. rex can turn into a chicken of 
just a few pounds. 

I have heard of shrinking with age, but that goes 
beyond anything I have ever heard. 

Similarities 
The thrust of the article is that similarities in their 

skeletons and protein mean that they are related. Yet, 
do not the differences show they are not related? Do 
not the differences outnumber the similarities? Yes, 
and those differences are enough that they produced 
two very different animals. Dinosaurs do not produce 
chickens either in one generation or over millions of 
years, because kind always reproduces its kind, shown 

by both the Scriptures (Gen 
1.20–25), and observa-

tions of how things 
work in the natural 
world. 

Why is it al-
ways assumed that 

similarities mean 
one turned into the 
other? 

Evolution paints a pic-
ture like this: A ➡ B ➡ C 

A is one animal. 
C is another animal with some similarities. 
B has similarities with both. 

Therefore, evolutionists assume B shows A be-
coming C. Why can it not be the following? 

A ➡ A ➡ A 
B ➡ B ➡ B
C ➡ C ➡ C

Why do they assume one is connected to the oth-
er rather than three separate and 
unrelated animals? 

The Foolishness 
of Evolutionary 

Thinking 
The last paragraph of the ar-

ticle shows the folly of evolution-
ary thinking, “We also show that it 
groups better with birds than mod-
ern reptiles, such as alligators and 

green anole lizards.” Merely looking at skeletons and 
proteins leads them to believe the T. rex more closely 
resembles a bird than an alligator, yet, T. rex and al-
ligators have many more similarities that even a child 
can tell they more closely resemble each other. 

If Similarities Mean 
Relationship 

Look at the Tyrannosaurus rex and the chicken, 
then look at the Tyrannosaurus rex and the rabbit. 
If we are going to say similarity means descent, then 
we can make a better argument for saying the rabbit 
should call T. rex grandpa rather than the chicken. 

A letter to the editor of Time magazine wrote in 
mockery of that magazine’s coverage of dinosaurs 
evolving into birds. In reference to a science column 
article in the April 26, 1993 issue of Time, Roger 
Huebner of Glendale, Wisconsin wrote, along with 
a picture he sent, “While some dinosaurs may have 
evolved into birds [Science, April 26], Tyrannosau-
rus rex obviously turned into today’s cute little bunny 
rabbit” (Time, May 24, 1993). ✞
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Free eBooks!

Exposing psychoheresy and its increasing stranglehold on the Church

These are full-length versions of Bobgan books that can be viewed, searched, and printed in Adobe PDF. 
The books will print out in their original format on 81⁄2 x11 paper. Titles available are: 

Competent to Minister: The Biblical Care of Souls
Christ-Centered Ministry versus Problem-Centered Counseling

The End of “Christian Psychology”
12 Steps to Destruction: Codependency Recovery Heresies

Four Temperaments, Astrology & Personality Testing
Hypnosis: Medical, Scientific or Occultic?

Against “Biblical Counseling”: For the Bible
Larry Crabb’s Gospel

James Dobson’s Gospel of Self-Esteem & Psychology
Missions & Psychoheresy

CRI (Christian Research Institute) Guilty of PSYCHOHERESY?
TheoPhostic Counseling: Divine Revelation? OR PsychoHeresy?

http://www.psychoheresy-aware.org/mainpage.html
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Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php

John, The Gospel According to the Eagle 

�editating on the 
�ook of 

�ohn
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July 1 John 1:15 
The Witness to the Light Testified 
John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, 
 “This was He of whom I said, 
  ‘He who comes after me is preferred before me, 
   for He was before me.’” 

The man sent from God, John, who testified of 
the Light, bore witness of the Truth, lifting his voice, 
telling the world and Israel, this One who became 
flesh was to appear after John, but He was preferred 
before John, because He was before John. The Word 
was God, but John was only a man. The Light 
appeared in the flesh, arriving on the scene af-
ter John, but He was in the beginning when 
all things were made. John appeared thousands 
of years later. John was great, but the Light to 
whom John bore witness exceeded the glory of 
John more than the glory of the sun exceeds the 
glory of a candle. 

July 2 John 1:16–18 
The Light Is Jesus Christ 

And of His fullness we have all received, 
 and grace for grace. 
For the law was given through Moses, 
 but grace and truth came through Jesus 

Christ. 
No one has seen God at any time. 
 The only begotten Son, 
  who is in the bosom of the Father, 
 He has declared Him. 

From Him who is the Word, God, the Light, 
Grace, and Truth, we have received His fullness! He 
did not hold anything back. Therefore, we received 
grace for grace, grace on top of more grace, grace in 

the beginning and grace in the end. His grace is end-
less. He gives it freely that we might have His grace 
dwelling in us. The Law came through another great 
man, Moses. Moses and John surpass all men. Yet, 
Moses and John did not give us the fullness of grace 
and truth. The Word who is the Light, gave us all 
grace and all truth. The Word is Jesus Christ. God is 
Jesus Christ. The Light is Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ 
became flesh to give us His fullness, which He has 
always had even in the beginning when He created 
all things. No one living on the earth has seen God 
fully revealed. The One who was in the beginning 

with God the Father, who even came from the bo-
som of the Father and has returned to the bosom 
of the Father, has declared God. God declared the 
God. For that reason, the Bible calls Jesus Christ 
the Word and the Light. He spoke and showed the 
Father. 

July 3 John 1:16–18 
The Light Is Jesus Christ 

No one has seen God at any time. 
 The only begotten Son, 
  who is in the bosom of the Father, 
 He has declared Him. 

Do you believe these things? Do you want to 
receive Jesus Christ? If you receive Him and believe 
in His name, you have the right to become a child 
of God. Do you want that? Those things alone do 
not make you a child of God. You now have the 
authority to approach God and ask what else you 
must do to become a child of God. He will say in 
John 3 that you must be born of the water and the 

Spirit. Do you want to be born of the water and 
the Spirit today? 

July 4 John 1:19–24 
The Denials and Affirmation 

of the Witness 
Now this is the testimony of John, 
 when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Je-
rusalem to ask him, 
  “Who are you?” 
He confessed, 
  and did not deny, 
 but confessed, 
  “I am not the Christ.” 

And they asked him, 
 “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
  He said, “I am not.” 
 “Are you the Prophet?” 
  And he answered, “No.” 
Then they said to him, “Who are you, 
  that we may give an answer to those who sent 

us? 
 What do you say about yourself?” 
He said: “I am 

John 1.1–5 
Jesus, The Infinite One

Infinite One
I encompass beginning and end.
Now lest anyone misapprehend,
I create space and time.
All are mine, how sublime!
And what’s more, I can see ‘round the bend.
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 ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
 “Make straight the way of the LORD,”’ 
 as the prophet Isaiah said.” 
Now those who were sent were from the Pharisees. 

The witness, who was John, gave his testimony. 
The Jews sent priests and Levites to question his 
identity. A man such as John made an impression 
upon people. The Father chose this man to be the 
witness of His Son. The witness for the Son of God 
would make people wonder about the witness him-
self. Great was his testimony. They asked, “Who are 
you?” Knowing their curiosity, he denied being the 
Christ. If he was not the Christ, they wondered 
if he was the man to come before the Christ, 
announcing the way of the Christ. They want-
ed to know whether John was Elijah. Malachi 
(4:4–6) prophesied that Elijah would precede 
the Christ. However, the Jews thought Mala-
chi meant the person of Elijah. After all, Eli-
jah never died, but went straight into heaven. 
Perhaps he would come to live out the rest of 
his life by going before the Messiah. Well, that 
might have been what the Jews thought, but 
God never hinted that would happen. Someone 
would come and be like Elijah. Therefore, John 
denied being Elijah. John’s work was just like 
the work of Elijah. Figuratively speaking alone, 
John was Elijah. If he was not Elijah, they wondered 
if he was the Prophet foretold by Moses, a Prophet 
who would be just like Moses. John was not that 
man. Obviously, John was someone with a special 
work. Who then was he? What would he say about 
himself? He was not Elijah in the flesh. He was not 
the Prophet like Moses. However, he was literally 
the voice crying in the wilderness. What was that 
voice crying in the wilderness, according to Isaiah? 
He was commanding that the way before the Lord 

be made straight. The Lord Himself was set to arrive 
any moment and John ran before the Lord to make 
the world and Israel ready to receive the King. This 
King is the Word, He is God, He is the Light, full 
of grace and truth. He brings grace built upon more 
grace. Such a Man cannot be received half-heartedly. 
The Jews who sent the priests and Levites were the 
Pharisees. Why did they want to know who John 
was? Did they have a genuine interest? 

July 5 John 1:25–28 
Why Did the Witness Baptize? 

And they asked him, saying, 
 “Why then do you baptize if you are 
  not the Christ, 
  nor Elijah, 
  nor the Prophet?” 
John answered them, saying, 
 “I baptize with water, 
 but there stands One among you 
 whom you do not know. 

It is He who, 
 coming after me, 
 is preferred before me, 
 whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose.” 
These things were done in Bethabara beyond the Jor-

dan, where John was baptizing. 
If the witness was not the Christ, nor Elijah, 

nor the Prophet, why then did he baptize? Baptism 
meant something. They wanted to know what it 
meant and who he was to baptize. Yes, John bap-
tized, but only with water. This was important, but 
it did not necessarily make John important. What 

he did was only important because of who was 
coming after him. He who was coming after the 
witness was already among them and they did 
not know it or know Him. In verse 27, John the 
apostle recalled the words of John the witness 
in verse 15, 
John bore witness of Him and cried out, say-
ing, 
 “This was He of whom I said, 
  ‘He who comes after me is preferred before 
me, 
   for He was before me.’” 

That One, John announced to the priests 
and Levites, was already in their presence! His 
greatness far surpassed that of John, the mere 

witness to the Great One. John was not even worthy 
to do the lowliest task of undoing the sandal strap of 
the One who was among them, and ironically they 
did not even know that such a Great One was among 
them! Now consider how great John was. Matthew 
3 reveals of him, “Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all 
the region around the Jordan went out to him and 
were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their 
sins” (Mt. 3:5, 6). Such a man was not even worthy 
to loose the sandal strap of this other Man! Who 

John 1.15–34 
John Testifies About Jesus

See The Son
Moving on from where John had begun,
See the Father by watching the Son.
Your weak eyes of the flesh
Will be opened afresh
When the Spirit indwells. Almost done.
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could this mysterious man among them be? He was 
the Word, who was in the beginning with God and 
was God. He was the Light. How could such a One 
be hidden? He became flesh, becoming just like us! 
God could sit right next to you and you would not 
even know it. These things happened while John 
was baptizing on the other side of the Jordan. 

July 6 John 1:29–34 
The Witness Baptized to Reveal 

the Light 
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, 

and said, 
 “Behold! The Lamb of God 
  who takes away the sin of the world! 
 This is He of whom I said, 
  ‘After me comes a Man who is preferred before 

me, 
   for He was before me.’ 
I did not know Him; 
  but that He should be revealed to Israel, 
  therefore I came baptizing with water.” 
And John bore witness, saying, 
 “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a 

dove, 
  and He remained upon Him. 
 I did not know Him, 
  but He who sent me to baptize with water said 

to me, 
 ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, 
  and remaining on Him, 
  this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 
 And I have seen and testified 
  that this is the Son of God.” 

In Genesis 22, Abraham took his son Isaac to 
make a sacrifice. Isaac noticed that something was 

missing, “But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father 
and said, ‘My father!’ And he said, ‘Here I am, my 
son.’ Then he said, ‘Look, the fire and the wood, 
but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?’ (Ge. 
22:7). The insightful Abraham answered, “My son, 
God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt 
offering” (Ge. 22:8). Abraham was right. Therefore, 
John, the witness, saw Jesus and said, “Behold! The 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” 
(Jn. 1:29). This is the Lamb that Isaac expected. 
Revelation 5 reveals the worthiness of Jesus Christ 
as the Lamb of God. Over 100 million angels an-
nounce in heaven with a loud voice, 

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
To receive power and riches and wisdom, 
And strength and honor and glory and bless-

ing!” 
(Re. 5:12). 

July 7 John 1:29–34 
The Witness Baptized to Reveal 

the Light 
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, 

and said, 
 “Behold! The Lamb of God 
  who takes away the sin of the world! 
 This is He...”

The Old Testament asked, “Where is the Lamb?” 
The New Testament answers, “Behold, the Lamb 
of God!” Heaven declares loudly, “Worthy is the 
Lamb!” Is the One known as Jesus, also the Word 
who is God and the Light? John witnessed of Jesus 
when He approached John, that Jesus is the Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the world. Jesus is 
the Man, He is the One who became flesh and He is 
preferred before John, because He was before John, 

meaning Jesus is the One who was in the beginning 
with God and is God. John, on his own was like 
the priests and Levites, not knowing how to iden-
tify the right Man as the Word who became flesh. 
However, John had to know if he was to be a wit-
ness to the Christ. Therefore, as He baptized people, 
the Word in human flesh would one day approach 
John to be baptized. Something would happen at 
the baptism of this One that would identify Him 
finally to John as the Coming One who was before 
John. John baptized Israelites. Therefore, Israelites 
would see and know who was the Christ. It hap-
pened. One day, as John baptized, this man, Jesus, 
came to John be baptized like everyone else. When 
John baptized Jesus, something wonderful hap-
pened. Heaven opened and the Spirit descended, 
coming down as a dove would come down from fly-
ing. The Spirit rested upon Jesus, not going away as 
a real dove would. Up until that point, John did not 
know which man among them was the Word be-
come flesh. Therefore, God revealed to the witness 
that as he would baptize a man John would see the 
Spirit descending and remaining on a certain man. 
Then John could know that was the Man. That was 
the Man who would baptize with the Holy Spirit. 
John baptized with water, and he would baptize 
with water the One who would baptize some men 
with the Holy Spirit! He who baptizes with water 
is greater than water, because he uses the water; the 
water does not use him. He who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit is greater than the Holy Spirit, because 
He uses the Holy Spirit; the Holy Sprit does not use 
Him. Who then is Jesus that He is greater than the 
Holy Spirit? He is the Christ. He is the Word. He 
is the Creator. He is God. He is the Light. He is the 
Lamb of God. He has all the fullness of God, dis-
pensing grace upon grace and revealing truth upon 
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truth to any person who accepts Him and believes 
in His name. Therefore, John gave his testimony of 
what he had seen, that Jesus is the Son of God. 

July 8 John 1:29–34 
The Witness Baptized to Reveal 

the Light 
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, 

and said, 
 “Behold! The Lamb of God 
  who takes away the sin of the world! 
 This is He...” 

Do you believe that Jesus is the Son of God? Do 
you want others to believe He is the Son of God? 
Do you want others to understand that Jesus is the 
Word, the Creator, God, the Light, the Lamb of 
God who takes away their sins, and who is willing 
to give His fullness and grace and truth to anyone 
who comes to Him? Invite them to read on the Gos-
pel According to the John. The Gospel According to 
John as the seraphim/living creatures announces to 
the world that Jesus is holy, holy, holy, and that the 
whole earth is full of His glory. The One who was 
on the throne in Isaiah’s vision became flesh, bring-
ing His glory that the living creatures declared. The 
writing of John, the apostle, as the living creatures 
in Ezekiel 1 lifts up the Lord of glory that the whole 
earth might see, accept, and believe in Jesus as the 
Son of God, and that believing in His name they 
can have eternal life. Do you want that for yourself 
and for all the people you love? 

Eureka! What a Discovery! 
You will find no greater discovery 

than this one 

July 9 John 1:35–51 
Prospectors looking for gold, believing they had 

made the discovery of a lifetime, proclaimed, “Eu-
reka!” They could have said, “I found it!” but they 
wanted an exotic word to show the preciousness of 
their rare find. Eureka is a Greek word. In the narra-
tive of the text before us, two men, upon discovering 
Jesus, said heurēkamen! meaning we have found the 
Special One. What, or rather who, those men found 
far surpasses what gold prospectors found. You will 
find no greater discovery than this one. Guaranteed. 
These men found the Maker of gold! 

July 10 John 1:35–37 
They Heard John, But Followed 

Jesus 
35–37 Again, the next day, John stood with two 

of his disciples... John saw Jesus the next day and John 
did not change his testimony. Only two of John’s 
disciples heard him speak. John declared Jesus to be 
the Lamb of God. The two disciples trusted John 
the Witness, and he had built their anticipation. 
Therefore, when he saw Jesus and identified Him as 
the Lamb of God, they heard what they needed to 
hear. Jesus is the Man. Then, in verse 37, John the 
apostle wrote the goal of every preacher; when the 
disciples heard John speak, they followed Jesus, not 
John. John did not seek a following. John’s life was 
summarized in the Lamb of God. God put John on 
the earth for this very purpose. Has not God put us 
on the earth for His own purpose? Every preacher 
should be like John. Every Christian should be like 
John. Paul argued in Ephesians 1 that God looks at 
everything as summarized in His Son Jesus Christ. 
We jump in the middle of a sentence, but we can 
read enough to understand Paul’s point, “...[God 

has] made known to us the mystery of His will, ac-
cording to His good pleasure which He purposed in 
Himself, that in the dispensation of the fullness of 
the times He might gather together in one all things 
in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are 
on earth—in Him” (Ep. 1:9, 10). God sees every-
thing He created and it is all about His Son. He did, 
and does, all things for His Son. The Son did, and 
does, all things for His Father. Therefore, our lives 
are all about the Son. From beginning to end, we 
live for Christ. Paul argued this very point in Ro-
mans 14. From beginning to end, and everything in 
between, my life is all about the Lord. This includes 
the simple things of life. Have you been doing as 
Paul argued? Is your life like John’s, pointing people 
to the Lamb of God? “He who observes the day, 
observes it to the Lord; and he who does not observe 
the day, to the Lord he does not observe it. He who 
eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God thanks; and 
he who does not eat, to the Lord he does not eat, 
and gives God thanks. For none of us lives to him-
self, and no one dies to himself. For if we live, we 
live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. 
Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s” 
(Ro. 14:6–8). Is your life built upon the teaching of 
this passage? Paul and John the Witness just wanted 
people to follow Jesus Christ.

July 11 John 1:38, 39 
What Do You Seek? 

38, 39 Then Jesus turned, and seeing them fol-
lowing, said to them, “What do you seek?”... The 
first recorded words of Jesus in the Gospel Accord-
ing to John were, “What do you seek?” He wanted 
to know what they wanted, even as He looks at us 
and wants to know what we want. What do we seek? 
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What do we expect from Jesus? Or do we even know 
what to expect? What does He seek from us? What 
does He expect from us? Knowing Jesus is the Lamb 
of God, the disciples addressed Him as Rabbi. They 
spoke Hebrew or Aramaic for Rabbi or Teacher. If 
Jesus is all the things John the apostle said that He 
was in the opening prologue of verses 1–18, that He 
is the Word who was in the beginning with God and 
is in fact God, then Jesus is not only Rabbi/Teach-
er, He is the Rabbi, the Teacher. The two disciples 
sought where Jesus was staying to be with Him. 
They learned from John, then they wanted to learn 
from the Lamb of God. He is the Teacher. Be with 
Him always. Learn from Him and of Him, for He 
is meek and lowly and will not turn anyone away. 
Jesus simply said, “Come and see.” Jesus welcomes 
people. Jesus wants people. Jesus wants followers. 
Jesus wants to be with us. They stayed with Him 
the remainder of that day, starting at 10 o’clock in 
the morning Roman time. What did they do? What 
would you want to do? 

July 12 John 1:40–42 
Eureka! What a Discovery! 

40–42 One of the two who heard John speak, and 
followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
He first found his own brother Simon... One of the 
disciples was Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter. 
Andrew told Peter what they had discovered. They 
found the Messiah, which is Hebrew for the Greek 
Christ, which is “Anointed,” in English. They found 
the One anointed with the Holy Spirit when He 
came down out of heaven like a dove, and resting 
upon Jesus. This is the One whom God has cho-
sen. Andrew brought his brother, Simon, to Jesus. 
Immediately, Jesus knew the nature of Simon and 

renamed him. Jesus knew that Simon was the son 
of Jonah (Old and New King James Versions) or the 
son of John (all other versions), but Simon was like 
a stone, so Jesus renamed Simon Cephas (the He-
brew), which translated into Greek is Peter, or into 
English, Stone. What would Jesus name us? 

July 13 John 1:43–46 
Did Anything Good Come Out of 

Nazareth? 
43–46 The following day Jesus wanted to go 

to Galilee, and He found Philip and said to him, 
“Follow Me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida... An-
other day passes and Jesus decided to go to Galilee. 
On the way, He found Philip. Jesus did not speak 
much, only telling Philip, “Follow Me.” Philip knew 
enough from the preaching of John the Witness and 
from the preaching Jesus had already done, to fol-
low Jesus. Jesus did not need a buddy for traveling to 
Galilee. Jesus wants disciples to follow Him to heav-
en. Philip’s hometown was also the hometown of 
Andrew and Peter, which was the city of Bethsaida, 
a city on the north shore of the Sea of Galilee by the 
mouth of the Jordan river, close to 700 feet below 
sea level. Can anything good come out of Bethsaida? 
Luke recorded the harsh words of Jesus in chapter 10 
against Bethsaida for the village’s hardness of heart. 
The ancient wicked cities of Tyre and Sidon will 
have it better in the Judgment than the fishing vil-
lage of Bethsaida! Jesus denounced Bethsaida’s im-
penitence, saying, “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to 
you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which were 
done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they 
would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth 
and ashes” (Lk. 10:13). With such hardness of heart 
that they would not repent of their sins, and that the 

miracles Jesus did there did not make them believ-
ers, we wonder whether anything good could have 
come out of Bethsaida. Can anything good come 
out of Bethsaida? Do the names Philip, Andrew, Pe-
ter, James, and John, mean anything to you? (Luke 
5:10 says that James and John were partners with 
Andrew and Peter in the fishing business. So, James 
and John were from that same area.) Can anything 
good come out of Bethsaida? Five men who helped 
change the world forever, came from Bethsaida, but 
that did not impress the other people from that vil-
lage. Nor were they impressed that God in the flesh 
visited their little town and did mighty works there. 
Now, the village is gone. There are a few farms, some 
wilderness, and a couple of highways. A sad end to 
the village that gave the world five of the apostles! 

July 14 John 1:43–46 
Did Anything Good Come Out of 

Nazareth? 
43–46 The following day Jesus wanted to go to 

Galilee, and He found Philip and said to him, “Fol-
low Me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida... Watch 
what Philip did next after discovering Jesus. Phil-
ip did what Andrew did, he found someone close 
to his heart and reported the discovery of Jesus of 
Nazareth. This was the One whom Moses and the 
Prophets spoke about! He hailed from Nazareth and 
he was the son of Joseph. Nathanael wondered how 
someone so grand could come out of Nazareth. Had 
anyone else significant come from Nazareth? Had 
Moses and the prophets named the city of Naza-
reth? Well, not specifically, but they had mentioned 
the area. How could a town with no previous track 
record give the world someone as significant as the 
Messiah? Can anything good come out of Naza-
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reth? Philip, Andrew, Peter, James, and John were 
apostles. “Apostle” means one sent forth. Who sent 
them forth? It was One who came from Nazareth. 
If those five men were great, what can we say of the 
One who sent them out to change the world? Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth? He who was 
in the beginning with God and was God; He who is 
the Light of God, who took on a human form and 
lived in Nazareth. That is where He worked until He 
began a new “job” that changed the world forever. 
To Nathanael’s question, Philip did not argue. He 
only told Nathanael to look for himself. Nathanael 
did it. He did not close his mind. He readily in-
vestigated to see if the prophecies had been fulfilled 
before his eyes. 

July 15 John 1:47–51 
Jesus Knows You 

47–51 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, 
and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in 
whom is no deceit!” Nathanael said to Him... Jesus 
saw Nathanael arriving and did what He did with 
Simon Peter, showing that Jesus knew Nathanael. 
Nathanael could tell that Jesus knew him. How 
could that be? Nathanael had never met Jesus be-
fore. It was not as though Jesus was an old man and 
He had met Nathanael when he was younger. Jesus 
was only about 30 at this time. The only way Jesus 
could know Nathanael so intimately, is if He was 
from above. Therefore, He was as Philip said. Jesus 
demonstrated how He knew Nathanael. Jesus saw 
what Nathanael did before Philip called him. Na-
thanael knew immediately that only One has such 
ability. Nathanael had read Psalm 139. He knew he 
was not alone under the fig tree. He knew someone 
was watching him from heaven, at least, but what he 

did not know was that the one whom David wrote 
about, Nathanael would soon meet in the flesh that 
he might look Him in the eye and hear Him speak. 
David had written, 

O LORD, You have searched me and known 
me. 

You know my sitting down and my rising up; 
You understand my thought afar off. 
You comprehend my path and my lying down, 
And are acquainted with all my ways. 
(Ps. 139:1–3) 

July 16 John 1:47–51 
Jesus Knows You 

47–51 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward 
Him, and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, 
in whom is no deceit!” Nathanael said to Him... No 
wonder Nathanael confessed that Jesus is the Rabbi, 
the Son of God, the King of Israel! Did Nathanael 
still wonder whether anything good could come out 
of Nazareth? Nathanael was amazed by the omni-
science and omnipresence of Jesus Christ, but he 
would see much more and much greater things. Oh 
yes, Nathanael, something good, something very 
good, can come out of Nazareth. John the Witness 
was right, 

“I baptize with water, 
 but there stands One among you whom you 

do not know.” 
(Jn. 1:26) 

Nathanael would see Jesus as Jacob’s ladder. Je-
sus is the access to heaven. The angels ascend and 

descend upon Jesus. They come and go at His com-
mand. They are on earth even as they are in heaven, 
all because of Jesus Christ. Who is Jesus? He is the 
Lamb of God. He is the Rabbi, the Teacher. He is 
the Messiah, the Christ. He is the Son of God. He is 
the King of Israel. Yet, He is the Son of Man, Jesus 
of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. Do you believe these 
things? 

The Maker Bypasses the Vine 
If Jesus created the water and 

the process to make wine, could 
He not bypass the process? 

July 17 John 2 
What can God do? Can He make water into 

wine...instantly? The farmer can make water into 
wine, but not instantly. He has to put the water 
into the ground where a vine grows. The vine soaks 
up the water and through natural processes and the 
work of the farmer, it becomes wine. If God can 
make water, the natural processes, and the mind of 
man that knows how to use a process to produce 
something to drink, can God bypass all those pro-
cesses and make wine instantly? If Jesus was in the 
beginning with God and if all things were made 
through Jesus, can He without effort make water 
become wine instantly? Come and see! 

July 18 John 2:1–4 
The Wine Ran Out 

1–4 On the third day there was a wedding in 
Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there... 
On the third day, after the meeting with Nathanael, 
Jesus attended a wedding. His witness, John the 
Baptizer, refrained from such social activity, but Je-
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sus used such events to bring glory to God. When 
the wine ran out, Mary immediately went to her 
son. He had not made wine before. She had not 
seen Him do any miracle. Why did she go to Him? 
Was she expecting Him to do something or was she 
merely saying, “They have no wine,” making an ob-
servation as we might do at such an event, wonder-
ing what the host was going to do? The situation 
needed to be remedied and she knew He could do 
something about it. Before Jesus was born, an an-
gel told Mary about her son, that He would be the 
Son of the Highest. After He was born, Shepherds 
and wise men worshiped Him. Her relative, 
Elizabeth, said that her baby within even leaped 
when the pregnant Mary approached. Joseph 
and Mary took Jesus to the temple after His 
birth, and a prophet and and a prophetess said 
amazing things about Jesus. Is there any mother 
who would forget such things? Luke 2 says that 
Mary remembered these things. And I do not 
think she remembered for only a few months, 
but such experiences would last a lifetime. “But 
Mary kept all these things and pondered them 
in her heart” (Lu. 2:19). Therefore, she knew 
her Son was capable of doing something to fill 
the shortage. Jesus did not speak irreverently to 
His mother, but the burden of her heart was 
not a concern of His at the present. Not that He 
did not care, but humans can take care of them-
selves and God lets us do those things, unless there 
is a reason for Him to intervene. God does for us 
what we cannot do for ourselves. Jesus called Mary, 
“woman,” showing neither worship, nor disrespect. 
He called her what she was. She was a woman and 
Jesus was not ashamed of her. It was not His hour, 
the time of His ultimate glory. She did not know 
that once He started doing miracles, His popular-

ity would soar, which also meant He would gather 
enemies that were envious of Him, even as every 
popular person has. 

July 19 John 2:5 
Do What He Says 

5 His mother said to the servants, “Whatever He 
says to you, do it.” Mary’s confidence in Jesus exud-
ed from her and she knew something was about to 
happen. He would make enough wine that neither 
she nor Jesus could carry the jugs, but the servants, 
the ones properly appointed to serve the wine, she 

gave instructions to do as Jesus was about to com-
mand. 

July 20 John 2:6–8 
They Did What He Said 

6–8 Now there were set there six waterpots of 
stone, according to the manner of purification of the 
Jews, containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece. Je-
sus said to them, “Fill the waterpots with water.”... 

Let us say three of the waterpots held twenty gallons 
and the other three held thirty gallons. That would 
be 150 gallons! Plus, the guests had already drunk 
wine. This was a huge party with hundreds of peo-
ple present. Dye was not added to the water, which 
would require a large amount! Remember this was 
an unexpected event. Jesus nor His disciples han-
dled the waterpots. He commanded the servants to 
fill the waterpots with water. This way His mother, 
His disciples, and the servants could see that water 
was poured. They obeyed Jesus. Interesting, many 
people who know who Jesus is, do everything they 

can to fight obedience, but a woman tells the 
servants to obey an unknown man, and they 
do it. Jesus and the disciples still did not touch 
a thing. He told the servants to draw some out 
and they did it. Jesus did not take the wine to 
the master of the feast. The disciples did not 
take it either. No one with a personal interest in 
seeing Jesus magnified carried the water turned 
into wine. The servants knew what they had 
just done. They knew the wine was out. They 
knew they poured water into the pots. Yet, they 
did not know everything. They did not have to 
know everything before they decided to obey 
Jesus. 

July 21 John 2:9, 10 
Knowing the Source of Blessings 

9, 10 When the master of the feast had tasted 
the water that was made wine, and did not know 
where it came from... The master of the feast, the 
one hired to run the reception, did not know the 
source of this new wine and he did not understand 
why the bridegroom was doing things out of order. 
Life is confusing when you do not know the source 

John 2.3–5 
Mary’s Sole Instruction

Do What He Says
Searched the Bible for orders from Mary.
We looked high, we looked low finding nary.
Except, “Do what He saith”,
Which we will to the death
Until someone can prove the contrary.
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of blessings. His opinion was unbiased. Nor was he 
trying to deceive anyone. This was real wine, not a 
concoction made from powder or tablets. 

July 22 John 2:11, 12 
The Beginning of Signs 

11, 12 This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana 
of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disci-
ples believed in Him... Jesus had already done signs, 
such as when He revealed to Nathanael what he was 
doing, before Philip called him. However, with this 
miracle Jesus did something publicly, thereby mani-
festing His glory. Remember who He is? 

In the beginning was the Word, 
 and the Word was with God, 
 and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. 
All things were made through Him, 
 and without Him nothing was made that 

was made. 
(Jn. 1:1–3) 

Therefore, He made the water; He made 
the material of the waterpots; He made the ser-
vants; He made the grape vine; He made the 
soil that grape vines grow in; He made the nutrients 
in the soil; He made the sun that the plant uses to 
make food. Can He bypass some of these processes 
and make the wine instantly? If He is as John wrote 
at the beginning, then turning water into wine is no 
surprise! Because of this, His disciples believed in 
Him. Do you believe in Jesus? What more do you 
want to see? Stay with us and we shall see greater 
things than these! Jesus was on the move, going to 
Capernaum with His mother and disciples. His days 

of working with wood were over, although wood was 
not done working with Him. He who can create wa-
ter, walk on water, still water, can change water. He 
can make water pass through a vine to make wine, 
or He can bypass the vine to make wine. 

July 23 John 2:13–17 
Prayer Or Merchandise 

13–17 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, 
and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. And He found in the 
temple those who sold oxen and sheep and doves, and 
the money changers doing business... This is first the 

Passover in the Gospel According to John. Deuter-
onomy 16 commanded that males make annual pil-
grimages to Jerusalem during the Passover, “Three 
times a year all your males shall appear before the 
LORD your God in the place which He chooses: at 
the Feast of Unleavened Bread [the Passover, DR], at 
the Feast of Weeks, and at the Feast of Tabernacles; 
and they shall not appear before the LORD empty-
handed” (De. 16:16). During the Passover the Jews 

remembered the passing over of the destroyer on 
the night that Moses led Israel out of Egypt. At this 
feast, the Jews meditated deeply on their deliverance, 
not on how to make money off their brethren. Jesus 
took strong action against desecration of the temple 
of God. With a whip of cords, He drove out the 
merchandizers and their merchandise, pouring out 
their money, and overturning their tables. There is a 
time for quiet and there is a time for action. He used 
a whip of cords on them, and out of hatred for what 
He did, they later used a whip of cords on Him. He 
ordered them to take their merchandise away, for 

the temple was a house of prayer not a house of 
merchandise. This was His Father’s house, one 
of the few structures, God ever commanded to 
be built, and they were ruining it. He took per-
sonal offense. If only they knew who had visited 
the temple and did these things. Suddenly, His 
disciples remembered a Scripture and they saw 
it happening right before their eyes. Zeal for the 
things of God, consumes the life of Jesus. 

July 24 John 2:18–21 
The Great Sign 

18–21 So the Jews answered and said 
to Him, “What sign do You show to us, since 
You do these things?” Jesus answered and said 

to them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.”... The Jews did not know who He 
was, but they wanted to know. When you mess with 
a man’s source of income, he becomes angry, even 
if what he does is sinful. Jesus was willing to show 
His identity. They had to destroy “this” temple and 
He would raise it in three days. Thousands of men 
took 46 years to build the structure He just cleaned 
out. They scoffed at the idea of rebuilding it in three 

John 2.6–12 
Served Best Wine Last

Last Is Best
Six stone jars full of water turned wine
Which the host proclaimed finest of fine.
He said, “Who’d ever thunk
That my guests could have drunk
The best last would have been out of line.”
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days. However, as in every chapter of the Gospel 
According to John, the people misunderstood Je-
sus. He spoke of His body. He prophesied that they 
would kill Him, but three days later He would raise 
Himself from the grave. 

July 25 John 2:22, 23 
Three and a Half Years Later 
22, 23 Therefore, when He had risen from the 

dead, His disciples remembered that He had said 
this to them; and they believed the Scripture and the 
word which Jesus had said... John jumped forward 
three and a half years, recounting the time when 
he and his fellow-disciples remembered that He 
had said these things to the Jews. Taking these 
actions against the businessmen, also led others 
to believe in the name of Jesus. What He did 
was not miraculous, but He took bold action 
against the greedy and the unscrupulous. 

July 26 John 2:24, 25 
Jesus Did Not Yet Commit 

Himself to the Believers 
24, 25 But Jesus did not commit Himself 

to them, because He knew all men, and had no 
need that anyone should testify of man, for He 
knew what was in man. They committed themselves 
to Him, but He did not commit Himself to them. 
Why? He knew all men. He knew that quickly and 
easily they could change their opinions. He was the 
same, whereas they were ever changing. He had no 
need that anyone should tell Him what man was 
like, because He knew what was inside of man. He 
is God! Jesus did not commit Himself to them at 
this time, but later He did when He committed His 
spirit into the hands of God. Jesus has already com-

mitted His life and death to you. What shall you 
commit to Him? Commit your life and your death. 

The Light and the Darkness 
Do you want to see the kingdom? 

Embrace the light 
July 27 John 3:1–21 

What is the single most important thing to 
us? You can answer that by revealing what you talk 
about the most. What do we talk about? If you 
could go visit Jesus tonight where He was staying, 

what would you say to Him? What would you want 
to talk about? There was a man who had that oppor-
tunity. What did he say to Jesus? Come and see. 

July 28 John 3:1, 2 
What We Know 

1, 2 There was a man of the Pharisees named 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man came to 
Jesus by night... This is the second time John men-

tioned the Pharisees. This man was even a ruler of 
the Jews, a highly respected man among his breth-
ren. He approached the early-30s Jesus and made an 
amazing confession. Arriving by night, he called this 
young Man, Rabbi. Nicodemus, and others, knew 
Jesus was from God. How was that? The only way 
Jesus could do the signs He did was if God was with 
Him. Nicodemus paid Jesus a high compliment. 
What shall Jesus say in return? 

July 29 John 3:3–8 
To See the Kingdom 

3–8 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most 
assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.”... Jesus 
skipped the pleasantries and addressed what 
this man needed. Jesus knew all men and knew 
what was in man (2:24, 25). He addressed what 
was in the heart of Nicodemus. He wanted to 
see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus knew 
Jesus could show it. Yet, we often come with 
questions to the Lord and do not like the an-
swers. Jesus told Nicodemus how he could see 
the Kingdom of God. Nicodemus, an older 
man, had to be born again. The Kingdom of 
God is so radically different from anything we 
have ever seen, that you have to change your 

person completely to see it. This ruler of the Jews 
thought Jesus spoke of physical birth. Like every-
one else in every chapter of the Gospel According to 
John, Nicodemus was locked into earthly thinking. 
Nicodemus pictured reentering his mother’s womb, 
but Jesus immediately explained that this birth is of 
the water and the spirit. If you do not experience 
this birth, you cannot enter the Kingdom of God. 
Jesus explained further that the flesh produces flesh 

John 3.1–8 
Convinced, but not Converted

You Must Be Born Again
Nicodemus believed Jesus’ works.
Insufficient to merit God’s perks.
Only new birth will do,
Water plus Spirit too.
Unavailable where doubting lurks.
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and spirit produces spirit, because everything repro-
duces according to its kind. Nicodemus wanted to 
marvel at such statements, but Jesus told him not 
to, because trying to understand being born of the 
Spirit is like trying to see from where the wind came 
and where it goes. We accept the wind and use it. 
Likewise, accept being born of the Spirit and use it, 
even if you do not understand it and cannot explain 
it. 

July 30 John 3:9–12 
What We Do Not Know 

9–12 Nicodemus answered and said to Him, 
“How can these things be?” Jesus answered and said 
to him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not 
know these things?...” Jesus told Nicodemus not to 
marvel, yet, that is the first thing Nicodemus did 
next. He questioned how these things could possi-
bly be. He had read Genesis 18 when God spoke to 
Abraham and Sar-
ah, making them 
see that God can do 
anything. Did Ni-
codemus forget this 
awesome truth? “Is 
anything too hard 
for the LORD? At 
the appointed time 
I will return to you, 
according to the 
time of life, and Sar-
ah shall have a son” 
(Ge. 18:14). Jesus 
mildly rebuked Ni-
codemus for not understanding this teaching. He 
was a teacher of Israel. Should not a Pharisee, a 

member of the Jewish Council, be able to under-
stand such things as these, or at least understand that 
some things cannot be understood, but we can still 
benefit from them? We can only speak of that which 
we know and testify of that which we have seen. 
Nicodemus did not 
know these things, 
and had not seen 
them, but Jesus did 
know these things 
and had seen them. 
If Jesus is a Teacher 
come from God, 
Nicodemus should 
accept the knowl-
edge and testimony 
of Jesus. Nicode-
mus confessed that 
the signs of Jesus 

demonstrated who 
He was. Those 
signs meant that He 
spoke the truth. Ac-
cept what Jesus says 
because He is God. 
Nicodemus wanted 
to understand heav-
enly truths, which is 
why he approached 
Jesus, but Nicode-
mus could not even 
understand earthly 
truths. If you can-

not understand the lower truths, how can you un-
derstand the higher truths? 

July 31 John 3:13–17 
Salvation, Not Condemnation 
13–17 “No one has ascended to heaven but He 

who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man 
who is in heaven...” 
Here Jesus started 
to explain just who 
He is. Yes, Jesus 
is a Teacher come 
from God, but He 
is so much more. 
He came down 
from heaven! Other 
teachers, such as the 
prophets, John the 
Witness, came from 
God, because God 
sent them. Howev-
er, not one of them, 

not even Moses, came down from heaven. Yet, Mo-
ses did something wonderful for Israel. Numbers 21 
reveals that the children of Israel let discouragement 
get the better of them, and they complained about 
their provisions. “Then they journeyed from Mount 
Hor by the Way of the Red Sea, to go around the 
land of Edom; and the soul of the people became 
very discouraged on the way. And the people spoke 
against God and against Moses: ‘Why have you 
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilder-
ness? For there is no food and no water, and our soul 
loathes this worthless bread’” (Nu. 21:4, 5). You do 
not speak against what God has given you without 
angering Him. They did not like what He had given 
them, so, He gave them something else instead. ✞

John 3.16–21 
Fear Removed

Fear Removed
It was God who so loved that He gave
The Lord Jesus this sinner to save.
Held secure by the Son,
I’m not under the gun.
Christ removed all my fear of the grave.

Overview of John

Bible Way
Word incarnate, what more could John say?
Just believe if you think you can’t pray.
Once you see the work’s done
Then you’ll start having fun.
Enjoy living the old Bible way.
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Blessed are You, 
O LORD!

Teach me Your 
statutes.

Psalm 119.12


