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By Tim Hall
Whether you support his political views or not, you’ve got to admit that Presi-

dent Barack Obama possesses dead-eye aim. In an interview with CNBC this past 
Tuesday, the President was bothered by a pesky fly. Attempts to shoo it were un-
successful, so Obama waited for it to settle on the back of his hand. Using quick 
reflexes he smacked the fly and it landed dead on the carpet nearby. 

A person didn’t have to be clairvoyant to predict that the episode would land 
on YouTube. Also predictable to anyone familiar with the times was the reaction of 
PETA—People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals. 

“We support compassion even for the most curious, smallest and least sympa-
thetic animals,” PETA spokesman Bruce Friedrich said Wednesday. “We believe 

Wouldn’t Hurt A Fly

PETA Decides in Favor of…

The Swat Heard Round the World
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that people, where they can be compassionate, should be, for all 
animals” (http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,527001,00.
html). Even a fly deserves compassion, according to this group. 

God’s word teaches that animals deserve due consideration. 
“You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain,” reads 
Deuteronomy 25.4. Though a farmer could realize more profit by 
preventing this laboring beast from eating the grain, such greedy 
actions would violate God’s law. 

Jesus also endorsed considerate treatment of animals. When 
charged with violating the Sabbath laws by healing a man of drop-
sy, the Lord responded: “Which of you, having a donkey or an ox 
that has fallen into a pit, will not immediately pull him out on the 
Sabbath day?” (Luke 14.5). Waiting until the next day to rescue the 
poor animal would prolong its suffering. 

There is a vast difference, however, between treating animals 
with consideration and treating them as if they were equal with 
people. God declared to Adam and Eve his intentions for animals: 
“…have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the 

air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth” (Genesis 
1.28). 

Animals help to supply the needs of people, whether it be for 
labor, food or clothing. 

To further declare this view of the place of animals, “…the Lord 
God made tunics of skin, and clothed them” (Genesis 3.21). The 
fig leaves the first couple had used to make coverings for themselves 
(Genesis 3.7) simply were not adequate. To provide durability, 
comfort and warmth God exercised his dominion over mammals 
for their benefit. 

Cruelty to animals should trouble anyone. Swatting a fly or a 
mosquito, however, hardly qualifies for this label. We suspect PETA 
will eventually turn its attention to ethical treatment of plants, 
germs and viruses. After all, they’re living creatures, too. ✞

This article: http://www.forthright.net/heavenly_connections/wouldnt_hurt_a_fly.html 

All “Fly” images (906003, 906000) by “LittleMan, Belguim, stock.xchng

A righteous man 
regards the life of 

his animal, 
But the tender 

mercies of the wicked 
are cruel. 
(Proverbs 12.10)
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He calms the storm,
So that its waves are still. 
Then they are glad because they are quiet; 
So He guides them to their desired haven. 
Oh, that men would give thanks to the 

LORD for His goodness, 
And for His wonderful works to the 

children of men! 
(Psalm 107.29–31)

“Fisherman’s Hut,” Gimbok, Malaysia, stock.xchng
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Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from 

this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php

�editating on 
�salms 46–50 
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July 1 Psalm 50.1–3 
God Shines 

1–3 The Mighty One, God the LORD, Has spo-
ken and called the earth From the rising of the sun to 
its going down… Something wonderful happened 
at the beginning of verse 1. From the notes of the 
New English Translation in Accordance, 

Israel’s God is here identified with three 
names: El (lEa [}el], or “God”), Elohim (MyI-
hOlTa [}elohim], or “God”), and Yahweh ( hD-
whVy [yeéhvah] or “the LORD”). 

Only in Psalm 50.1 and Joshua 22:22 does 
El, Elohim, and Yahweh appear together. These 
are three magnificent names of God. Our trans-
lators tried to bring out this emphasis. 

El – the Mighty One. 
Elohim – God. 
Yahweh – the LORD in all caps. 

He is mighty. 
He is God. 
He is the only self-existent one. 

July 2 Psalm 50.1–3 
God Shines 

1–3 The Mighty One, God the LORD, Has spo-
ken and called the earth From the rising of the sun 
to its going down… Hear the grand declaration of 
verse 1. The Mighty One, God the Lord spoke and 
watch what happened. He called the earth from the 
dawn to the dusk. Can you do that? This certainly 

makes Him Mighty and God, existing before the 
earth. Mighty does not seem strong enough, but it 
is only human language and what else can we say? 
He is God because He is all-powerful and calling the 
earth from the rising of the sun to its going down 
shows the mightiest power we have ever seen. Do 
you understand you pray to this God?! Of all the 
places on earth during the days of the Old Testament 
from where God would shine forth, which place did 
He choose? Zion, the main mountain of Jerusalem. 
From there primarily, God gave us Scripture. From 

Jerusalem, the days of the New Testament began 
and the true Jerusalem was established. Now, people 
from all over the world can see in the true Jerusa-
lem, the church, God shine forth. Old Zion was the 
perfection of beauty, because there was the temple 
of God, the place where He resided. New Zion is 
the perfection of beauty, because it is the temple of 
God, the place where He now resides. New Zion 
is the perfection of beauty because it is the body 
of Jesus Christ, including people from every nation, 
race, tongue, tribe, family, and every name that is 

named. Yet, verse 3 announces that God shall speak. 
He will not be silent, but a fire devours before Him 
and it is tempestuous around Him. It sounds like 
there is a problem. What is the problem? 

July 3 Psalm 50.4–6 
Gather His Saints 

4–6 He shall call to the heavens from above, And 
to the earth, that He may judge His people… The 
Mighty God of heaven, calls the earth from the ris-

ing of the sun to its going down, then calls to 
the heavens and to the earth. For what purpose 
does He call? He brings together the whole 
court of the universe to judge His people. He 
wants all creation to see what the wicked had 
done. The natural heavens and earth do not so 
rebel against Him. Creation is shocked by the 
rebellion of God’s children. Does this help you 
to see the high position God’s people occupy in 
His mind? The heavens and the earth observe 
what we do, because God calls the universe 
to witness our lives. The heavens declare His 
righteousness. He is the Judge. What shall He 
declare with respect to His people? Selah, stop 
and ponder what the heavens announce about 

God! Earth and the heavens, stop and ponder God’s 
judgments on us! 

July 4 Psalm 50.7–11 
God Shall Not Rebuke Our Sacrifices 

7–11 “Hear, O My people, and I will speak, O 
Israel, and I will testify against you; I am God, your 
God… The greatest commandment is to love God 
with our whole selves. 7–15 address those who were 

Psalm 50 
One Judge; Two Judgments

Two Judgments
While in Zion’s sheer beauty we bask, 
It appears that He’ll take us to task.
When He’s settled our score,
He’ll give others what for.
Their hypocrisies He will unmask.
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not keeping that commandment. They, and per-
haps we, thought they knew how to show love for 
God. Just make some sacrifices to Him! Throw some 
things at Him to keep Him silent. However, verses 
7–11 show how they misunderstood love for God. 
Verses 12–15 show how we ought to love God. To 
Israel and to the church, He says that He is our 
God. Therefore, His rebuke was not for sacrifices 
Israel or the church has offered. He was not looking 
for more bulls from the Israelites. He is not looking 
for more money, praise, time, or anything else from 
the church as though He lacked those things. We 
cannot think that sacrifices of things are in place of 
giving ourselves. Listen, everything on this planet is 
His. He owns all the animals and birds, businesses 
and nations. He owns time and eternity. Therefore, 
whatever we give to Him was His in the first place. 
As David once prayed in First Chronicles 29, 

“Both riches and honor come from You, 
And You reign over all. 
In Your hand is power and might; 
In Your hand it is to make great 
And to give strength to all… 
But who am I, and who are my people, 
That we should be able to offer so willingly as 

this? 
For all things come from You, 
And of Your own we have given You… 
O LORD our God, all this abundance that we 

have prepared to build You a house for Your holy 
name is from Your hand, and is all Your own” (1Ch 
29.12, 14, 16). 

July 5 Psalm 50.12–15 

What God Wants 

12–15 “If I were hungry, I would not tell you; 
For the world is Mine, and all its fullness… If He 
lacked something, why would He tell us? Earth is 
His and everything it produces. Did He require ani-
mal sacrifices because He wanted to eat animal flesh 
and drink their blood? Was He hungry and lazy and 
so ordered Israel to make those sacrifices? Is that why 
He asks us to give money every first day of the week? 
Is our God poor? Does He require praise from us, 
our money, and our time, because He is not sure 
who He is, wants to buy something, or is getting 
old? What then does God want from us? (Verses 
14 and 15 answer.) He wants us to thank Him. He 
wants us to keep our promises to Him. He wants us 
to pray to Him when we are in trouble. When we do 
those things, He promises to deliver us, and then we 
will glorify Him for what He has done. 

July 6 Psalm 50.16–21 
God’s Message to the Wicked 

16–21 But to the wicked God says: “What right 
have you to declare My statutes, Or take My cov-
enant in your mouth, Seeing you hate instruction… 
The second greatest commandment is to love our 
neighbor as we love ourselves. Yet, they were claim-
ing to love God, showing it by declaring His stat-
utes, then they would turn around and do hateful 
things against a brother or neighbor. 

If someone says, “I love God,” 
and hates his brother, 
 he is a liar; 
 for he who does not love his brother 

whom he has seen, 

 how can he love God whom he has not 
seen? 

And this commandment we have from 
Him: 

 that he who loves God 
 must love his brother also. 
(1Jn 4.20, 21) 

July 7 Psalm 50.16–21 
God’s Message to the Wicked 

16–21 But to the wicked God says: “What right 
have you to declare My statutes, Or take My cov-
enant in your mouth, Seeing you hate instruction… 
Here is what He detests among His people: 

When they live wickedly, but declare His word. 
When they hate instruction. 
When they consent with thieves. 
When they partake with adulterers. 
When they speak evil. 
When they speak against a brother. 
When they misinterpret His silence. 

Listen to verse 21. Does God punish us imme-
diately for our sins? No, and we think that means: 

He did not see it. 
He has forgotten it. 
It does not bother Him. 

However, He assures the wicked that He will re-
buke them, setting their sins in order before them. 
He knows all their sins. He knows what order they 
have committed them. He knows everything about 
their sins. God is not impressed if we can quote His 
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word, but then do not live by it. “They profess 
to know God, but in works they deny Him, 
being abominable, disobedient, and disquali-
fied for every good work” (Tts 1.16). 

July 8 Psalm 50.22, 23 
Forgetting God 

22, 23 “Now consider this, you who for-
get God, Lest I tear you in pieces, And there 
be none to deliver… Forgetting God does 
not mean He forgets us. This is why He sent 
Jesus into the world, to save sinners. When 
the Judgment comes it will be horrible. God 
tearing us in pieces sounds horrible. Be saved 
today! He wants to save you from that day! 
Consider what God says in these two verses, 
otherwise, He will tear the wicked in pieces. 
Once that happens, no one can deliver from 
God’s hand! On the other hand, the one who 
praises and thus glorifies God and orders his 

life according to the ordering of God, God 
will save that person. Oh, be saved today. 

When the Jews who crucified Christ real-
ized what they had done, and knowing pas-
sages like Psalm 50.22, they were terrified, 
and cried to Peter and his fellow apostles, 
“Men and brethren, what shall we do?” (Acts 
2.37). 

Previous to the crucifixion of Jesus, God 
forgave people for horrible sins. He forgave 
David for adultery and murder. However, 
these people demanded that Jesus, the Son of 
God, be tortured to death! How would God 
deal with that? He moved the Holy Spirit to 
move Peter to give this response, “Repent, and 
let every one of you be baptized in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and 
you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” 
(Acts 2.38). 
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By Don Ruhl

Do not fear the Book of Revelation! 
It is not impossible to understand, 

although it has its difficulties, even as other 
Bible books do, but you read them and try 
to figure them out. It does not teach Premi-
llennialism. It is a Book that God intends 
for us to read and to understand. 

The Book of Revelation is truly an 
expansion upon themes already found 
throughout Scripture. You can find the 
themes in these passages, for example, re-
visited in the Book of Revelation: Matthew 
5.10–12; John 15.18; Romans 8.18; Phi-
lippians 1.29; Second Timothy 2.11; James 
1.2; First Peter 4.12. 

We read these passages and understand 
them. Tell yourself that Revelation address-
es the same topics. You do not fear these 
other Books, so do not fear Revelation. 

The Book of 
Revelation Is an Epic 

An epic is a kind of hero narrative. The 
hero imagery implies conflict, and the hero 
delivers both himself and his people from 
the enemy. Revelation certainly shows this 
conflict, which is why it speaks of overcom-
ing the enemy, that we must remain loyal 
to the end, for it is the one who overcomes 

that the Book of Revelation celebrates, and 
it denounces the fearful and cowardly. 

Look at the message of overcoming it 
encourages: 2.7, 11, 17, 26; 3.5, 12, 21; 
12.11; 17.14; 21.7. Conversely, consider 
the message against those who are fearful: 
21.8. Yet, great troubles were coming upon 
Christians, so they were encouraged not to 
fear: 2.10. 

It is an epic because it includes many 
episodes and characters, rather than just 
one short story. Therefore, it is a grand sto-
ry, something with a greater picture than 
simply one story. 

This epic shows the greatest warfare 
ever, but it is not in the traditional sense of 
national epics, rather it is in the spirit, tak-
ing place both in heaven and on the earth. 
The church is caught between the two 

Introducing 
the Book of Revelation
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sides as the Lord 
battles Satan for the 
sake of the Lord’s 
people. “And war 
broke out in heav-
en: Michael and his 
angels fought with 
the dragon; and the 
dragon and his angels 
fought, but they did 
not prevail, nor was a 
place found for them 
in heaven any longer. 
So the great dragon 
was cast out, that ser-
pent of old, called the 
Devil and Satan, who 
deceives the whole 
world; he was cast to 
the earth, and his an-
gels were cast out with 
him” (Rev 12.7–9). 

As an epic, the Book of Revelation 
shows the hero conquering His enemies 
and He does all this for the sake of the 
people whom He loves and to whom He 
is devoted. 

See in the two following passages how 
His people make a plea to Him and then 
He works to conquer for His people, gob-
bling up all enemies and nations who op-
pose Him. “When He opened the fifth seal, 
I saw under the altar the souls of those who 
had been slain for the word of God and for 
the testimony which they held. And they 
cried with a loud voice, saying, ‘How long, 

O Lord, holy and true, 
until You judge and 
avenge our blood on 
those who dwell on 
the earth?’ Then a 
white robe was given 
to each of them; and 
it was said to them 
that they should rest 
a little while lon-
ger, until both the 
number of their fel-
low servants and 
their brethren, who 

would be killed as 
they were, was com-
pleted” (Rev 6.9–11). 
Then this passage: 
“Then the seventh 
angel sounded: And 
there were loud voic-
es in heaven, saying, 
‘The kingdoms of 
this world have be-
come the kingdoms 
of our Lord and of 
His Christ, and He 
shall reign forever 
and ever!’” (Rev 

11.15). 
I believe that these are two key passag-

es in the Book of Revelation. One shows 
the people of Christ attacked, their plea to 
Him, and then His work to avenge them, 
with 11.15 showing how He avenges them, 
and showing Him fulfilling His major post-
crucifixion work. 

John used many figures of speech to 
picture this epic story for us: “...I heard 
behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet” 
(1.10). “His head and hair were white like 
wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like 
a flame of fire” (1.14). “Before the throne 
there was a sea of glass, like crystal” (4.6). 

“...cried with a loud 
voice, as when a 
lion roars” (10.3). 

Another style 
of epics is the rich 
references to titles, 
and Revelation has 
these also: “From 
Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the 
firstborn from the 
dead, and the ruler 
over the kings of the 
earth” (1.5). “Behold, 
the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah, the Root of 
David...” (5.5). “And 
He has on His robe 
and on His thigh a 
name written: KING 
OF KINGS AND 
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LORD OF LORDS” (19.16). 
Epics have luxuriant references in the 

story, such as the magnificent picture of the 
glorified Christ in chapter one. Chapter 4 
paints a spectacular picture of the throne 
room of God. 

When we see the heavenly city in 
chapters 21 and 22, we see something of 
which there is no comparison among the 
cities built by men. 

Epics show the glory earned by the 
hero, and the Book of Revelation shows the 

glory that God and Jesus Christ deserve: 
“The four living creatures, each having six 
wings, were full of eyes around and within. 
And they do not rest day or night, saying: 
‘Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who 
was and is and is to come!’” (4.8). “You are 
worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and hon-
or and power; For You created all things, 
And by Your will they exist and were cre-
ated” (4.11). “And they sang a new song, 
saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll... 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain To re-
ceive power and riches and wisdom, And 
strength and honor and glory and blessing! 
Blessing and honor and glory and power Be 
to Him who sits on the throne, And to the 
Lamb, forever and ever!” (5.9–14). “Amen! 
Blessing and glory and wisdom, Thanksgiv-
ing and honor and power and might, Be to 
our God forever and ever. Amen” (7.12). 

The Old Testament 
and 

the Book of Revelation 

Leland Ryken says there are 350 allu-
sions to the Old Testament in the Book of 
Revelation. Therefore, we cannot under-
stand the Book of Revelation we understand 
the Old Testament. In the church, many 
have said, that we do not need to read the 

Old Testament, that it is of no use to us, 
and other such attitudes that have kept us 
from reading it. We should not be surprised 
then that generally in the church we have a 
hard time with the last Book of the Bible. 

In fact, many 

members of the church do as much 
as they can to stay away from the Book of 
Revelation as they do the Old Testament. 
The Old Testament and the Book of Rev-
elation are all the word of God. Therefore, 
we need to be reading these 40 Books. ✞
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Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from 

this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php

�editating on 
�he �ook of 

�evelation 

“Paper Texture” (1124483) by Andrew C., Bucharest, ro, Romania, stock.xchng
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The Revelation of 
Jesus Christ 

Do not fear the Book of Revelation, 
because you are blessed for reading it 

July 9 Revelation 1.1–3 
What are the last things that God wanted to 

show us and to say to us? The answer is the Book of 
Revelation. It is the last Book He included in 
the Bible. Once He said the things written here 
and showed the things pictured here, that was 
it. He had nothing more to show and nothing 
more to say. 

The reactions to this final Book are fasci-
nating. Some refuse to discuss it. Others do 
not want to discuss anything else. Much of the 
varied reactions revolve around the issue of in-
terpretation. I just want us to read it and go 
through it as we do any other Bible Book. 

July 10 Revelation 1.1, 2 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ 

1, 2 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God 
gave Him to show His servants—things which must 
shortly take place… This is the revelation of Jesus 
Christ, both a revelation of the glorified Jesus in 
heaven, and a revelation from Jesus Christ. The rev-
elation originated with God the Father who gave 
this revelation to Jesus Christ who gave it to His 
angel who gave it to John who gave it to God’s ser-
vants. The Book of Revelation is intended for the 
servants of God. If you are a faithful servant of God, 

you have nothing to fear from the things that Jesus 
revealed in this Book. God intends for us to receive 
a blessing from it. 

July 11 Revelation 1.1, 2 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ 

1, 2 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God 
gave Him to show His servants—things which 
must shortly take place… This revelation concerns, 
“things which must shortly take place.” Is the Book 

only about things that would take place during 
John’s generation? This wording, and the wording 
at the very end of verse 3, some people interpret to 
mean that everything written in the Book of Revela-
tion was to be fulfilled in the first century, or some 
will narrow it down to the events surrounding the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the temple in A.D. 70. 
“Shortly take place” can refer to the end of time. In 
Luke 18, Jesus gave a parable about a widow who 
approached a judge for justice. Then Jesus used it as 

an example that we 
ought to pray to God 
without ceasing. He 
then explained why, 
“I tell you that He 
will avenge them 
speedily. Neverthe-
less, when the Son 
of Man comes, 
will He really find 
faith on the earth?” 

(Luke 18.8). 
The avenging 
of God, Jesus 
p r o m i s e d , 
will take place 
speedily, but 
it appears to 
take place at 
the return of 
Christ. In Second Peter 
3, Peter explained that when the Lord made a 
promise to return and to mete out judgment 
that anytime is quickly for Him. This is true, 
unless the Lord has given an exact date. “But, 
beloved, do not forget this one thing, that 

with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day” (2Pe 3.8). This does not 
mean that all of the Book of Revelation was to be 
fulfilled at some distant time. Regardless of when 
it is fulfilled, either in part or in whole, it is shortly 
for God. 

July 12 Revelation 1.1, 2 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ 

Overview of The Revelation

Christ Unveiled
One should read the first six-ty five first,
Otherwise final book seems the worst.
If the ending you seek,
You can take a quick peek.
But don’t choke on the Saved v Accursed.



The Bible Meditator Page 14 July AD 2009

1, 2 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God 
gave Him to show His servants—things which must 
shortly take place… Furthermore, Jesus Christ sent 
and signified this revelation. I like to pronounce it, 
“sign-i-fied,” because it helps me to remember that 
signified means that the method was signs. Revela-
tion means to uncover something that was previ-
ously hidden. However, the revealing is through 
“signs,” so that some interpretation must be done. 
Why did God give this Revelation in signs or sym-
bols? It prophesies of the enemies of Jesus Christ 
and His church. It is crucial that the enemy not 
be able to read and to understand the message. 
The same thing was done with parables, which 
were designed to keep the enemies of Jesus 
Christ from perceiving the truth. 

July 13 Revelation 1.1, 2 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ 

1, 2 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which 
God gave Him to show His servants—things 
which must shortly take place… Verse 2 reveals 
the three-part witness of John. First, John bore 
witness to the word of God. The Book of Reve-
lation is the word of God and John told us pre-
cisely what God said, not a mere interpretation of 
it. There are places in the Book of Revelation where 
John was instructed to write what he was seeing and 
hearing, and that what he was seeing and hearing 
was all from God. Second, John bore witness to the 
testimony of Jesus Christ. The entire Book is the 
testimony of Jesus Christ, not just the parts in red. 
Jesus Christ is the driving theme behind the entire 
Book, truly behind all Books of the Bible, “…the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy” (Rev 

19.10d). Third, John bore witness to all the things 
he saw. What a great day it was for John to see all 
the things that we see recorded in the Book of Rev-
elation! When John wrote his Gospel account, he, 
by his own admission, left many things out (John 
20.30, 31; 21.25). We are not missing any crucial 
works or words of Jesus, but what was delivered was 
sufficient to establish the identity of Jesus Christ, 
and to lead us to eternal life. He did not do any-
thing else or teach anything else that is different 
than what is already revealed. Yet, the Book of Rev-

elation does not leave anything out. If John saw it 
or heard it (with one exception in chapter 10), he 
wrote it down. 

July 14 Revelation 1.3 
The Three-Part Blessedness of the 

Book of Revelation 

3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the 

words of this prophecy, and keep those things which 
are written in it; for the time is near. This is the first 
of seven Beatitudes in the Book of Revelation. The 
first part of the blessing: Blessed is the reader. When 
John first wrote the Revelation, there was only one 
copy, and because it was centuries until Gutenberg 
printed the first Bible (15th century), few people 
owned Scripture, perhaps only one per congrega-
tion, since it had to be copied by hand. Therefore, 
congregations had readers. This is reflected in the 
singular usage of the pronoun, “Blessed is he who 

reads…” Whenever you read the Bible, includ-
ing Revelation, you are blessed. Please, do not 
be afraid of the Book of Revelation. It was not 
written to frighten Christians. 

July 15 Revelation 1.3 
The Three-Part Blessedness of 

the Book of Revelation 

3 Blessed is he who reads and those who 
hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those 
things which are written in it; for the time is 
near. The second part of the blessing: Blessed 
are those who hear the words of this prophecy. 
Since there was a reader for the congregation, 

the rest of the congregation had to listen to the oral 
reading. This is reflected in the usage of the language 
again, “Blessed…[are] those who hear the words of 
this prophecy.” 

July 16 Revelation 1.3 
The Three-Part Blessedness of the 

Book of Revelation 

Revelation 1.1 
Revealing Jesus the Christ

The Future Unveiled
The unveiling of Jesus to John
Reveals future to all who log on.
Things which soon must take place
All our doubts to erase
As we read about Top Echelon.
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3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the 
words of this prophecy, and keep those things which 
are written in it; for the time is near. The third part 
of the blessing: Blessed are those who keep the words 
of this prophecy. This applies to both reader and lis-
tener, including us today. We know that reading the 
word of God is good, and truly hearing what God 
said to us is of utmost importance, but the blessings 
stop if we do not keep what we have read and heard 
from the word of God. James 1 is clear enough. 
He used an illustration of looking in a mirror and 
not doing anything about our appearance to show 
what it is like to read the word, but not do any-
thing about ourselves that we discover in it. “But be 
doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and 
not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural 
face in a mirror; for he observes himself, goes away, 
and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 
But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and 
continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a 
doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he 
does” (Jam 1.22–25). 

July 17 Revelation 1.3 
The Three-Part Blessedness of the 

Book of Revelation 

3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear 
the words of this prophecy, and keep those things 
which are written in it; for the time is near. The 
reason for the threefold blessing: the time is near. 
All of the written word of God prepares us to meet 
God at the Judgment. The Book of Revelation does 
this as much as any other Book. Does this mean 
that the entire Book had to be fulfilled before A.D. 

70 in order for this statement to be true? I think 
the best way to answer that question is to read the 
Book without a pre-determined interpretation in 
mind and see where it leads us. The Christians who 
first received this Book had a special message com-
ing to them, as is obvious by the letters sent to the 
seven churches in chapters 2 and 3. They had great 
conflicts that they were going through and Revela-
tion was given to them to comfort them. God also 
wanted this Book included in the Bible because it 
has a message of comfort for us. 

July 18 Revelation 1.1–3 
The Three-Part Blessedness of the 

Book of Revelation 

3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the 
words of this prophecy, and keep those things which 
are written in it; for the time is near. Some think 
that it is unwise to preach this Book, but John, 
moved by the Holy Spirit, says that I am blessed for 
preaching on it and you are blessed for listening and 
we are all blessed for keeping it. So, start reading the 
Book of Revelation. God wants you to know the 
good things that are in store for you. He especially 
wants us to know that our enemy, Satan, and all his 
cohorts, will be defeated and we shall be victorious. 
Why not join the winning side? 

Grace and Peace from 
Jesus Christ

Are you prepared to see Jesus when He 
returns in the clouds? 

July 19 Revelation 1.4–8 

Seven churches in Asia received a scroll from 
John the apostle. At each one, a reader, probably 
the preacher, unrolled it and began to read it to the 
congregation. Right away they all knew that it was 
Scripture, because it is a Revelation of Jesus Christ, 
which He received from God and gave to John for 
each of the seven churches to read. As they all lis-
tened with eager ears, they heard that the very old 
apostle wrote this to the seven churches, and from 
whom was this writing, and to whom it was dedi-
cated. Let us listen and hear what they heard for the 
first time. 

July 20 Revelation 1.4a 
A Revelation to Seven Churches 

4a John, to the seven churches which are in 
Asia… Those seven churches are identified in verse 
11: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia, and Laodicea, all located on the west-
ern coast or portion of modern Turkey. This direct 
reference to seven is the first of about 54 in the Book 
of Revelation! There are also many other groups of 
sevens, that are not so named, such as the Beati-
tudes. Seven is a number of completion and perfec-
tion both in the Bible and in the Book of Revela-
tion. Therefore, choosing seven churches is a way 
of referring to the complete church, a point which 
chapters 2 and 3 will make plain for us. 

July 21 Revelation 1.4b, 5a 
Grace and Peace From the Godhead 

4b, 5a …Grace to you and peace from Him who 
is and who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven Spirits who are before His throne, and from 
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Jesus Christ… Hard times were coming, therefore, 
John wanted them to receive grace and peace from 
the Father, the Spirit, and the Son. When the fires 
of persecution arrived, they needed favor from 
the Ruler of the universe. Likewise, when the evil 
one shoots his fiery darts at us, we need grace and 
peace from the One who is stronger than our en-
emy. Grace and peace are from the Father. He who 
is (literally “The Being”). Our God is right now. He 
was not merely then. He is today. He was not only 
for ancient Israel and the first century church, He 
is our God in the modern world as the church faces 
the increasing popularity of secularism. He who was 
(Literally “The Was”). He has always been. He is 
not the invention of modern western civilization, 
or of modern America, but in the beginning of the 
creation He was there. He who is to come (Liter-
ally “The Coming”). A few blessed people in ancient 
times saw Him. We shall see Him. He shall reveal 
Himself to us. People wonder where God is, and 
why they cannot see Him, but the time is coming 
when all shall see Him. To say that grace and peace 
are from, “Him who is and who was and who is to 
come,” is another way of saying the Name of God, 
Jehovah or Yahweh, which in turn is derived from 
Exodus 3.14, “I AM WHO I AM.” The Father, 
through John, identified Himself with the One of 
Exodus 3.14, and the entire Old Testament. 

July 22 Revelation 1.4b, 5a 
Grace and Peace From the Godhead 

4b, 5a …Grace to you and peace from Him who 
is and who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven Spirits who are before His throne, and from 
Jesus Christ… Grace and peace are from the seven 

Spirits who are before God’s throne. This is the Holy 
Spirit. The reference is sandwiched between a refer-
ence to the Father and the Son. Also consider the 
following. There are interesting things said about the 
seven Spirits. In Revelation 3.1, Jesus confessed that 
He has the seven Spirits of God. Revelation 4:5b 
contains this curious reference also, “…Seven lamps 
of fire were burning before the throne, which are the 
seven Spirits of God.” Again in Revelation, this time 
5.6, there is a reference to Jesus Christ. John said he 
saw a Lamb standing, “And I looked, and behold, in 
the midst of the throne and of the four living crea-
tures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb 
as though it had been slain, having seven horns and 
seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent 
out into all the earth” (Rev 5.6). Jesus has the seven 
Spirits of God, and Jesus has them as eyes. 

July 23 Revelation 1.4b, 5a 
Grace and Peace From the Godhead 

4b, 5a …Grace to you and peace from Him who 
is and who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven Spirits who are before His throne, and from Je-
sus Christ… The seven Spirits of God are like lamps 
of fire burning, which implies sight. Furthermore, 
Zechariah 3.9 mentions a stone that has seven eyes, 
and identifies them further as the eyes of the Lord in 
4.10. Isaiah 11.2 says this about the Spirit of God, 
or the seven Spirits, 

The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon 
Him, 

The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
The Spirit of counsel and might, 
The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of 

the LORD. 
(Isa 11.2). 

The Spirit of the Lord 
The Spirit of wisdom 
The Spirit of understanding 
The Spirit of counsel 
The Spirit of might 
The Spirit of knowledge 
The Spirit of the fear of the Lord. 

These seven attributes show the perfection of the 
Spirit of God. Rather than trying to mark out seven 
separate Spirits of God, we must understand the 
number seven as denoting perfection and comple-
tion, as it does throughout the Book of Revelation. 
This is not the last time that we shall see the number 
seven in the book of Revelation, which is repeated 
many times, and always in association with God, 
since He is perfect. 

July 24 Revelation 1.4b, 5a 
Grace and Peace From the Godhead 

4b, 5a …Grace to you and peace from Him who 
is and who was and who is to come, and from the sev-
en Spirits who are before His throne, and from Jesus 
Christ… Grace and peace from Jesus Christ. [The 
descriptions that follow are crucial to understanding 
the Book of Revelation]. Jesus is the faithful witness. 
(This is His role as Prophet) The things written in 
the Book of Revelation are an accurate accounting 
from Jesus Christ about the things that were and are 
to happen. Jesus is the firstborn from the dead. Jesus 
was not the first one resurrected from the dead, so 
what does this expression mean? He is the first one 
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of His kind and many are to follow Him. He was 
resurrected never to die again. The Book of Revela-
tion shows that our enemies cannot get rid of us by 
killing us, because at the last day we shall be resur-
rected to live forever. Jesus is Ruler over the kings 
of the earth. (This is His role as Potentate) He ul-
timately runs all things. Jesus is the King of kings, 
ruling over all the kings of the earth. Satan tempted 
Jesus with the kingdoms of the world, but Jesus re-
sisted and acquired the universal Rulership in a far 
greater way. Satan forgot, “That the Most High rules 
in the kingdom of men” (Dan 4.17). 

July 25 Revelation 1.5b, 6 
The Book of Revelation Is 

Dedicated to Jesus 

5b, 6 To Him who loved us and washed us 
from our sins in His own blood… A dedication 
at the beginning of a book is common. To Je-
sus be glory forever and ever because He loved 
us. To Jesus be glory forever and ever because 
He washed us from our sins in His own blood. 
(This is His role as Priest) From verses 4 and 5 
Jesus Christ is shown as 

Prophet 
Potentate 
Priest 

To Jesus be glory forever and ever because He 
made us kings. We have gone from rebellious sin-
ners to kings by the work of Jesus Christ. Here is 
something that you must catch, especially for later 
when we are in chapter 20: we are kings now. We are 
reigning with Jesus now, not in the future only. To 
Jesus be glory forever and ever because He has made 

us priests to His God and Father. We were in service 
to Satan, but now by the work of Jesus Christ we 
have been made priests to the God and Father of 
Christ. To Jesus be glory and dominion forever and 
ever. There are several themes in the Book of Rev-
elation, including the glorification of Jesus Christ. 
John broke forth with an “Amen.” 

July 26 Revelation 1.7 
The Return of Jesus Christ 

7 Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every 
eye will see Him… Now, look at the event John an-
nounced! Jesus is coming with clouds, even as an-
gels prophesied in Acts 1. His arrival will be on the 
clouds, which is the same way that He left the earth. 
“Now when He had spoken these things, while they 
watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received 
Him out of their sight. And while they looked 
steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, 
two men stood by them in white apparel, who also 

said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up 
into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up 
from you into heaven, will so come in like man-
ner as you saw Him go into heaven’” (Acts 1.9–11). 
Clouds are in the presence of God, as on Mt. Si-
nai and in the temple. Every eye will see Him. Even 
those who pierced Him will see Him. It is not just 
the friends of Christ who will witness the earth-end-
ing event, but even His harshest enemies. All the 
tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. It 
is not just the Romans and the Jews terrified at His 

return, but every tribe, nation, and race of man 
shall mourn when they finally see their Maker 
and Judge. They will all mourn, nevertheless, 
Amen, John declared. Looking back over the 
text: Verse 5 showed Christ’s past work, name-
ly, His resurrection and His crucifixion. Verse 6 
showed Christ’s present work, namely, making 
us kings and priests. Verse 7 showed Christ’s 
future work, namely, when He comes with the 
clouds to take with Him those who are His. 

July 27 Revelation 1.8 
This Is the Almighty 

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Be-
ginning and the End,” says the Lord… The Almighty 
declares who He is. He is the Alpha and the Omega, 
the first and last letters of the Greek Alphabet. He 
is the A and the Z (English). He is the Aleph and 
the Taw (Hebrew). He is the Ah and the Ya (Rus-
sian). He is the Ah and the Say-Tah (Spanish). The 
Almighty, who is the Lord, Himself lets us know 
what is meant by referring to the first and last letters 
of the alphabet by then saying, He is the Beginning 
and the End. Not that He has a beginning or an 

Revelation 1.7 
Men Shall Wail

Men Shall Wail
Facing Judge before whom they will fail,
All the people on earth, they shall wail.
Having passed up God’s grace,
They will go to same place
As agnostics and servants of Baal.
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end, but all things begin with Him and all things 
end with Him. This Almighty, this Lord, as we shall 
see later in 1.9–20, is Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the 
Almighty. Jesus is God. God says the things found 
written in this Book. Look at the last part of verse 
8, and see that the eternal nature of Jesus Christ is 
equated with the Father’s in verse 4. Jesus is. Jesus 
was. Jesus is to come. 

Grace and Peace from 
Jesus Christ

Are you prepared to see Jesus when He 
returns in the clouds? 

July 28 Revelation 1.4–8 
Are you prepared to see Jesus when He re-

turns in the clouds? Do you know what you 
must do? Do you want to be included with the 
people to whom this Book was written? The 
Book of Revelation was written to the seven 
churches of Asia and to all who fit the descrip-
tion discovered in verse 5. They are the ones 
who have had their sins washed or loosed in the 
blood of Jesus Christ. Have you been washed 
from your sins in the blood of Christ? “Or do 
you not know that as many of us as were baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 
Therefore we were buried with Him through bap-
tism into death, that just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life” (Rom 6.3, 4). 

The Glorified Christ 
He who has eyes like a flame of fire is 

watching you. What does He see? 

July 29 Revelation 1.9–20 
Jesus had promised the apostles that they would 

be persecuted, saying, “Remember the word that I 
said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ 
If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If 
they kept My word, they will keep yours also” (John 
15.20). And they persecuted the apostles! Among 
the many forms of torture John experienced, was 
they threw him into boiling oil, according to history. 
He escaped miraculously, but still not wanting him 

around, they exiled him to an island off the coast of 
modern Turkey. The 13 square mile island was Pat-
mos. Let us see and hear what happened next. 

July 30 Revelation 1.9 
On a Tiny Island, John Saw the 

Greatest Things 

9 I, John, both your brother and companion in 
the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus 

Christ… The Romans were beginning a bloody 
scourge of the church and it would get worse. John 
was an old man, and he wanted to let the brethren 
know, he wanted us to know, that he shares with us 
in three things: the tribulation, the kingdom, and 
the patience of Jesus Christ. Those were all things he 
was currently experiencing, even as we do now. 

July 31 Revelation 1.10, 11 
Men Could Not Prevent Spirituality 

10, 11 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s 
Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of 
a trumpet, saying… Being exiled he could have 
gravitated to his needs, feeling sorry for him-
self, but he was focused on the Spirit, giving 
the day to the Lord. John was meditating and 
worshiping alone. All was quiet. Suddenly the 
stillness of the moment was shattered by a loud 
trumpet-like voice! What does the voice of God 
sound like? It can have human qualities as it 
did here. It can be a whisper as Elijah heard. Or 
it can blare as John heard. When it blares, it is a 
rallying call. Just as it was for John, and just as 
it will be, as First Thessalonians 4 declares, on 
the last and final day when the Lord announces 

the end of all things earthly, 

For the Lord Himself will descend from 
heaven 

 with a shout, 
 with the voice of an archangel, and 
 with the trumpet of God… (1Th 4.16). 

✞

Revelation 1.10 
The Resurrected Christ

The Resurrected Christ
When I saw Him, I fell as though dead.
It got worse as I heard what He said,
Keys of hell and of death
In the very same breath!
All those things which the gainsayers dread. 
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The Story of the Bible By Steve Lloyd

11:1 Now the whole earth had one 
language and one speech. 2 And it came 
to pass, as they journeyed from the east, 
that they found a plain in the land of 
Shinar, and they dwelt there. 3 Then they 
said to one another, “Come, let us make 
bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They 

had brick for stone, and they had asphalt 
for mortar. 4 And they said, “Come, let us 
build ourselves a city, and a tower whose 
top is in the heavens; let us make a name 
for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad 
over the face of the whole earth.” 

11:5 But the LORD came 
down to see the city and the 
tower which the sons of men 
had built. 6 And the LORD 
said, “Indeed the people are 
one and they all have one 
language, and this is what 
they begin to do; now nothing 
that they propose to do will 
be withheld from them. 7 
Come, let Us go down and 
there confuse their language, 
that they may not understand 
one another’s speech.” 8 So 
the LORD scattered them 
abroad from there over the 
face of all the earth, and they 
ceased building the city. 9 
Therefore its name is called 
Babel, because there the 
LORD confused the language 

of all the earth; and 
from there the LORD 
scattered them abroad 
over the face of all the 
earth. 

11:10 This is the 
genealogy of Shem: 
Shem was one 
hundred years old, and 
begot Arphaxad two 
years after the flood. 11 After he begot 
Arphaxad, Shem lived five hundred years, 
and begot sons and daughters. 

11:12 Arphaxad lived thirty-five years, 
and begot Salah. 13 After he begot Salah, 
Arphaxad lived four hundred and three 
years, and begot sons and daughters.

11:14 Salah lived thirty years, and begot 
Eber. 15 After he begot Eber, Salah lived 
four hundred and three years, and begot 
sons and daughters. 

11:16 Eber lived thirty-four years, and 
begot Peleg. 17 After he begot Peleg, Eber 
lived four hundred and thirty years, and 

begot sons and daughters. 

11:18 Peleg lived thirty years, and begot 
Reu. 19 After he begot Reu, Peleg lived 
two hundred and nine years, and begot 
sons and daughters. 

11:20 Reu lived thirty-two years, and begot 
Serug. 21 After he begot Serug, Reu lived 
two hundred and seven years, and begot 
sons and daughters. 

11:22 Serug lived thirty years, and begot 
Nahor. 23 After he begot Nahor, Serug 
lived two hundred years, and begot sons 
and daughters. 

11:24 Nahor lived twenty-nine years, and 
begot Terah. 25 After he begot Terah, 
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Nahor lived 
one hundred 
and nineteen 
years, and begot sons and daughters. 

11:26 Now Terah lived seventy years, and 
begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran. 

11:27 This is the genealogy of Terah: Terah 
begot Abram, 
Nahor, and 
Haran. Haran 
begot Lot. 28 
And Haran 
died before his 
father Terah in 
his native land, 
in Ur of the 
Chaldeans. 29 
Then Abram 
and Nahor took 
wives: the name 
of Abram’s wife 
was Sarai, and 
the name of 

Nahor’s wife, 
Milcah, the 
daughter of 

Haran the father of Milcah and the father 
of Iscah. 30 But Sarai was barren; she had no 
child. 

11:31 And Terah took his son Abram and his 
grandson Lot, the son of Haran, and his 

daughter-in-law 
Sarai, his son 
Abram’s wife, 
and they went 
out with them 
from Ur of the 
Chaldeans to go 
to the land of 
Canaan; and they 
came to Haran 
and dwelt there. 
32 So the days of 
Terah were two 
hundred and five 
years, and Terah 
died in Haran. 

Questions
Can you name the three major judgments of God in 
Genesis 1-11?

Where did the people build the Tower? Can you locate it 
on a map?

Why was God displeased with the tower?

What did God do to stop them, and how effective was 
He?

Compare what God did in this story with what happens 
on the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2?

All four pictures in this lesson are artists’ 
conceptions of the Tower of Babel. 
Which one do you like best, and why?

How would you draw it?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

The Story of the Bible 

“Then they were all amazed, and 
marveled, saying to one another, ‘Look, 
are not all these who speak Galileans? 
And how is it that we hear, each in our 
own language in which we were born?’”

(Acts 2.7, 8) 
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If I take the wings of the morning, 
And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 

Even there Your hand shall lead me, 
And Your right hand shall hold me. 

(Psalm 139.9, 10)

“Cold Morning 1” by Dez Pain, Australia, stock.xchng
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I will meditate on Your 
precepts, 

And contemplate Your ways.  
(Psalm 119.15)
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