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By Don Ruhl 

What is God? What is His substance? Is He flesh and 
bones? If not, what is He? 

Why do we need to know? How does this affect our 
lives? Jesus said something to a woman once that shows 
this is not a matter of curiosity, but we do something that 
fulfills one of our purposes for having been made, and 
knowing what God is helps us to do this thing properly. 

This thing for which we have been made is worship. 
Knowing the nature of God affects how we worship 
Him. 

John 4.19–24 The Nature of Worship 
Jesus told a woman, “Woman, believe Me, the 

hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain 
[Samaria], nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father. You wor-
ship what you do not know; we know what we worship, 
for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour is coming, and 
now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father 
in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to wor-

ship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him 
must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4.19–24). 

Something was about to change, affecting the na-
ture of worship. Therefore, if we do not have an accurate 
idea of God, our worship will not be what it should be. 
By worship we show Him our adoration and we glorify 
Him. How can I show Him my adoration, if I do not 
know what He is? How can I glorify Him, if my concep-
tion of God is in error? 

Even as we want someone to love us, the Father 
wants people to worship Him. In verses 23 and 24 Jesus 
revealed that the Father searches for true worshipers. 
True worshipers are those who worship Him in harmony 
with His true nature. They should worship Him in spirit, 
because God is spirit. God wants worshipers who will 
make that connection with Him, worshiping Him in 
spirit makes the connection He wants. 

Hebrews 13 explains what we offer to Him in wor-
ship, “Therefore by [Jesus] let us continually offer the 
sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giv-
ing thanks to His name. But do not forget to do good and 
to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased” 

(Heb 13.10–16). 
Stephen Charnock said, “If God were corporeal, 

he might be pleased with the victims of beasts, and the 
beautiful magnificence of temples, and the noise of mu-
sic; but being a Spirit, he cannot be gratified with carnal 
things; he demands something better and greater than 
all those,—that soul which he made, that soul which he 
hath endowed, a spirit of a frame suitable to his nature 
(The Existence and Attributes of God, Volume 1, page 
179). 

We worship God in spirit, because we also are spir-
it. What is our spirit? It is who we truly are. It is our 
mind (mind and brain are not equal), it is our personal-
ity. Open our bodies and we see flesh, blood, and bones. 
We cannot see what operates the body. 

What Is God’s Spirit? 
The Bible explains that God is invisible. Many things 

we do not see, but they are visible, it is just that they 
are not present for us to see them. We cannot see South 
America, but we can go there and see it. With God, we 
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cannot see Him literally in this world with our 
current eyes. “[Jesus] is the image of the in-
visible God...” (Col 1.15). “Now to the King 
eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone 
is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. 
Amen” (1Ti 1.17). 

From Luke 24 we discover that a spirit is 
not like our present bodies. Two men spoke 
to the apostles, explaining that they had seen 
Jesus. Suddenly He appeared to them. They 
thought they saw a spirit, not a human. Jesus 
encouraged them not to fear, but to examine 
Him and they would discover that He was like 
them, “Why are you troubled? And why do 
doubts arise in your hearts? Behold My hands 
and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and 
see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones 
as you see I have” (Luke 24.38, 39). 

Do You Still Want to See God 
Before Believing in Him? 

Exodus 20 shows that when Israel saw 
the glory of God on Mt. Sinai, they did not 
want to see anymore of it, they did not even 
want to get close, but they wanted Moses to 
approach God for them, “Now all the people 
witnessed the thunderings, the lightning flash-
es, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain 
smoking; and when the people saw it, they 
trembled and stood afar off. Then they said to 
Moses, ‘You speak with us, and we will hear; 
but let not God speak with us, lest we die’” 
(Exo 20.18, 19). Why would we react differ-
ently if God suddenly showed Himself? 

First Kings 19 shows Elijah going to the 
same mountain. He had a similar, yet, differ-
ent experience. There were great displays, but 
God appeared to the prophet differently. God 
did not appear to Elijah in a fierce wind, nor 
in an earthquake, nor in a fire, but, “...after the 
fire a still small voice. So it was, when Elijah 
heard it, that he wrapped his face in his man-
tle and went out and stood in the entrance of 
the cave. Suddenly a voice came to him, and 
said, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’” (1Ki 
19.11–13). 

What are we doing? What do we expect 
of God? He has manifested Himself in differ-
ent ways, but never to the satisfaction of man. 
If His past manifestations did not suffice, why 
would more? 

Perhaps we would just like God to come 
down and talk with us. How would we know 
if the person who spoke to us was God? If He 
took on a form that we could see—since spirit 
is invisible to us—we would need something 
to identify Him, because people claim to be 
God all the time. How would we know to re-
ject them, but to accept the true God? One of 
our preaching brethren visited at a psychiatric 
hospital. As he walked the grounds, he passed 
by a man on a bench. The man said that he 
was Jesus Christ. The preacher asked the man 
who told him that. The man said God did. The 
man sitting next to him said, “No, I didn’t.” 

If the invisible God came down on a level 
with us so that we could meet Him, should 
we not be able to identify Him by His unusual 
entrance into the world, His control over the 
world, and His unusual exit from the world? 

What if He entered the world through 
birth, but the woman was a virgin, even after 
conceiving Him and delivering Him? 

What if He did things like walking on wa-
ter, and raising the dead? 

What if He then died, but raised Himself 
from the dead, and later ascended straight into 
heaven? 

Would that be enough to persuade hu-
manity that there is a God and that while in-
visible because He is spirit, yet, He can take 
on flesh that we might see Him, and that He 
might demonstrate who He is? 

It already happened! 
Have you heard of Jesus of Nazareth? 

The invisible God manifested Himself to the 
world. 

He was the One who spoke to the woman 
at the well. She spoke to the Son of God that 
day. You can believe in the Son of God today 
and obey what He says to do for eternal life 
and you can learn about life from His teach-
ings. ✞
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By Don Ruhl 

Did you know that the Bible 
refers to the years of God? How 
many are the years of God? Perhaps 
you thought God was eternal and 
so references to years in relation to 
God does not make sense. Yet, the 
Bible does address the years of God, 
but in such a way as to help us to 
know that He is our eternal God. 

Why should we care about the 
years or eternity of God? How does 
it affect our lives? After establishing 
the years of God, I will show you 
why this matters to us. 

Psalm 102 makes a powerful 
argument about the years of God, 
so much so that the New Testa-
ment quotes Psalm 102 to launch 
another powerful argument about 
someone. 

In verses 1 and 2 the psalm-
ist begs for God to hear the prayer. 
Then the psalmist begins the next 
section of verses 3–7 like this, 
“For my days are consumed like 
smoke...” 

Then he ends the next sec-
tion of verses 8–11 like this, “My 
days are like a shadow that length-
ens, And I wither away like grass.” 

Therefore, the psalmist needs on his 
side the eternal God. 

Psalm 102.12–17 God 
Endures Forever 
The psalmist declared that 

the Lord shall endure forever (Psa 
102.12–17), in contrast to the 
smoke-like, shadow-like, and grass-
like days of the psalmist. That was 
the kind of Helper the psalmist 
wanted and needed. Therefore, the 
eternal God would rise up and spare 
His people. 

Psalm 102.18–22 God 
Endures Forever for 
Future Generations 

“This will be written for the 
generation to come, That a people 
yet to be created may praise the 
LORD...” (Psalm 102.18–22). I be-
lieve this refers to the church gen-
eration and you will see that when 
I make a connection shortly with 
the New Testament. The eternal 
God was not just for Israel of the 
flesh, but He is also for Israel in the 
spirit. 

Psalm 102.23, 24 The 
Years of God 

The psalmist cried to God, “He 
weakened my strength in the way; 
He shortened my days. I said, ‘O 
my God, Do not take me away in 
the midst of my days; Your years are 
throughout all generations.” (Psa 
102.23, 24). Again the psalmist 
contrasted his mere days with God’s 
years, saying that while the days of 
the psalmist had been shortened, 
yet, God’s years are throughout all 
generations. The psalmist is gone, 
but the same God is still with us. 

The Years of God 

How many are the years of God? 
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The psalmist used, “years,” in an 
accommodative manner. That is 
how we understand things. Next 
the psalmist showed how the years 
of God are throughout all genera-
tions. 

Psalm 102.25–27 The 
Years of God From 
Eternity to Eternity 

The writer confessed of God 
that He laid the foundation of the 
earth, and that the heavens are the 
work of His hands. While they will 
perish, He will endure. The natu-
ral universe will grow old like a 
garment; and so like cloak He will 
change them, whereas, He is the 
same, “And Your years will have no 
end” (Psa 102.23–27). In the be-
ginning God was there laying the 
foundation of the earth and mak-
ing the heavens, because He was 
before the heavens and the Earth 
(Psa 90.2; Psa 93.2). 

As long as the earth and the 
heavens have been around, they 
will still perish, but God will con-
tinue on. The earth and the heav-
ens are like clothing that grows old. 
When they have grown completely 
old and no longer useful, God will 
change them, even as we change 
clothes. 

He does not increase, nor does 
He decrease. What He was yester-
day, He still is today, and He will 
be tomorrow. 

Now hear what the psalmist 
concluded in contrast to his earlier 
desperation. 

Psalm 102.28 The 
Years of God’s People 

With confidence after meditat-
ing on God’s eternity, the psalmist 
confided, “The children of Your ser-
vants will continue, And their de-
scendants will be established before 
You” (Psa 102.28). Rather than the 
days of the psalmist being cut off, 
he thought more on God and His 

eternity, and knew that meant eter-
nity for God’s people. Worship and 
serve the eternal God that He may 
give you eternal life. 

Of Whom Does Psalm 
102 Speak? 

Psalm 102 speaks of the “Lord” 
or Jehovah or Yahweh (vv. 1, 12, 15, 
16, 18, 19, 21, 22) and in verse 24 
the psalmist used another word, 
“God.” 

Do you know who the Holy 
Spirit meant? Hebrews 1 will tell us, 
which starts off immediately talking 
about the Son of God, Jesus. 

He is better than the angels be-
cause He has a more excellent name. 

What name is that? In what way is 
Jesus better than the angels? The 
writer starts preaching from the Old 
Testament, quoting one Old Testa-
ment passage after another, saying 
that they all referred to Jesus. 

Verse 5 quotes Psalm 2.7 and 
Second Samuel 7.14 referring to 

Jesus as the Son of God and not 
angels. 

Verse 6 quotes the Septuagint 
of Deuteronomy 32.43 ordering all 
the angels of God to worship Jesus, 
whereas the angels are mere minis-

ters, according to verse 7, which is a 
quotation of Psalm 104.4. Whereas 
verses 8, 9 quote Psalm 45.6, 7 
thusly, 

But to the Son He says: 
“Your throne, O God, is for-

ever and ever; 
A scepter of righteousness is 

the scepter of Your kingdom. 
You have loved righteousness 

and hated lawlessness; 
Therefore God, Your God [the 

Father], has anointed You 
With the oil of gladness more 

than Your companions.” 
(Heb 1.8, 9) 

To establish that point more, 
the Hebrew writer quoted Psalm 
102! The writer of the Book of He-
brews quoted Psalm 102 as a psalm 
directed at Jesus! 

That means Jesus is the Lord, 
or Jehovah, or Yahweh, and God. 
Jesus is eternal, making Him God-
like, because He is God. The part 
of Psalm 102 that the writer quoted 
says that God is the same yesterday, 
today, and forever. The writer made 
that declaration about Jesus later in 
the Book, “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever” (Heb 
13.8). 

Do you see who Jesus is? Why 
does the eternity of God or of Jesus 
matter to us? 

First, this means He is our ref-
uge (Deu 33.27). 

Second, He will always be 
there for us (Isa 40.28). 

Third, He dwells with you, re-
viving you (Isa 57.15). 

Fourth, we know who to direct 
our glorification skills toward (Jude 
25). ✞

To hear this article as a sermon: http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewPodcast?id=361472382

TIMELINE CONCEPT ON BLACKBOARD © Marekulias... | Dreamstime.com
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Christians Look at the News

The fact that the Bible is the inspired, 
inerrant Word of God has been estab-
lished repeatedly and definitively (see 
Butt, 2007). New evidence, however, con-
tinues to surface that adds weight to the 
cumulative case for the Bible’s accuracy. 
Unfortunately, some of the “new evidence” 
turns out to be fabricated, based on incor-
rect information. Thus, it becomes impera-
tive that those who defend the Bible’s in-
spiration heed the words of Paul, when he 
admonished his readers to “test all things, 
hold fast what is good” (1 Thessalonians 
5:21). God has provided plenty of evi-
dence that establishes the Bible’s inspira-
tion, without resorting to claims that can-
not be sustained or are simply false.

One example of such false informa-
tion is currently circulating in e-mail form 
under the heading “Giants in the Land of 
Canaan.” This e-mail purports to show 
that huge human skeletons have been un-
covered that testify to the fact that there 
were once giants in the land of Canaan. 

The e-mail contains several pictures of 
people digging up these massive bones at 
archaeological dig sites. The photographs 
depict human skulls and skeletons that are 
as much as 20 times larger than the aver-
age human skull or skeleton.

This e-mail is simply not true. The 
original photographs were manipulated 
to look real for a photography contest (see 
“They Might Be Giants,” 2010). The skele-
tons’ sizes were exaggerated intentionally, 
and the original form of the pictures was 
recognized to be a manipulation. In the 
course of time, however, the fact that the 
skeleton pictures were fakes was lost, and 
many people have forwarded the e-mail as 
legitimate proof of the historical existence 
of giants. It is worth noting that the mas-
sive size of the skeletons depicted in the 
photographs is much larger than the bibli-
cal text suggests. For instance, the giant, 
Goliath, was said to be “six cubits and a 
span” (1 Samuel 17:4), or about nine and 
a half feet tall. Yet the proportions of the 

skeletons in the pictures shows one of the 
giants’ head, by itself, to be about four feet 
tall, giving the giant an estimated height of 
about 20-30 feet. Such proportions do not 
fit the biblical description of giants (see 
Butt, 2003).

It is most likely the case that many 
sincere Bible believers have forwarded 
this e-mail, or others of a similar nature 
(see Thompson, 1999), without knowing 
the truth about them. In our zeal to defend 
the Bible’s accuracy, let us make sure that 
we “test all things” and “hold fast” only 
to those evidences that are legitimate. In 
some cases, the “testing” of such evidence 
might mean little more than taking two 
minutes to search the Web to see what 
has been written on the topic. Often a 
two-minute Web search can save a per-
son from having to issue an embarrassing 
apology to hundreds of friends to whom 
he forwarded an inaccurate e-mail. In ad-
dition, if you wonder about a certain piece 
of information, you can always contact 

Apologetics Press and ask about it, since 
we spend thousands of hours engaged in 
biblical research that the average Christian 
simply does not have the time to under-
take. It is true that the Bible is God’s Word, 
and that there were giants in the land of 
Canaan (Numbers 13:33), but the pictures 
being forwarded to that effect do not help 
make the case.

REFERENCES
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Giant Human Bones 

and Bogus E-mails
By Kyle Butt, M.A.
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He alone spreads out the 
heavens,

And treads on the waves 
of the sea

Job 9.8
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If you walk into your local religious 
bookstore you will probably find some 
small bottles of oil; these may be labeled 
“anointing oil.” Similar “anointing oils” 
are offered on the Internet.

One web site offers: “Golden juice 
that is pressed from the choice selected 
fruit of the olive tree. The   product is 
procured by import and is then master-
blended together in exact proportion with 
God’s loveliest most incredible fragrances 
on earth—to be used by his children for 
the express purpose of   anointing and 
blessing” (http://www.rodco-ltd.com/oils.
htm). 

Many are interested in some type of 
oil for a medical miracle because James 
5.14 says: “Is any among you sick? Let 
him call for the elders of the church; and 
let them pray over him, anointing him 
with oil in the name of the Lord.” 

It is interesting that many are familiar 
with James 5.14, but not the next verse. 
James went on to say: “and the prayer of 
faith shall save him that is sick, and the 
Lord shall raise him up; and if he have 
committed sins, it shall be forgiven him” 

(Jam 5.15).
James said a sick person’s healing 

would be the result of prayer, not the oil. 
Since oil was not what God used to cure 
sick people in the time of the apostles, it is 
not going to be what God uses now. There 
is no authorization (Col 3.17) for using 
oil to “anoint” people. 

If the power to heal was in prayer in-
stead of the oil, why did James tell Chris-
tians to bring oil to anoint the sick? The 
answer seems to be found in how first cen-
tury people used oil. In many cases oil was 
used for personal hygiene (Matt 6.17). 

Bringing oil was a way of saying the 
sick person was going to be cured; the oil 
signified it was time for the one who had 
been ill to freshen himself up and get back 
to his daily activities because he was being 
healed by a special prayer. 

Some oils may smell good and may 
be things we choose to use, but the idea of 
“anointing people with oil to get a super-
natural cure from God,” is not taught in 
James 5 or anywhere else in the Bible. 

(This article first appeared on www.forthright.net) 

By Brad Price

Anointing Oil and James 5
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To hear this article as a sermon: http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewPodcast?id=361472382

If God thinks something, it will hap-
pen. Once He decides, there is no re-
versal. We can pray to Him before He 
makes that decision and He will consid-
er what we say, even changing what He 
was going to do. However, once God has 
made a promise, that is it. This is known 
as the immutability of God, that is, He is 
unchanging. 

James 1.17 

God Is Consistent 
Someone said, “Consistency, thou 

art a jewel!” It is a jewel, because it is 
not often seen. It is rare in people. With 
God, we always seen it and it never 
stops, “Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, and comes down from 
the Father of lights, with whom there is 
no variation or shadow of turning” (Jam 

1.17). 
Man-made and natural light sourc-

es vary, because the source of the light 
blocks light, or it is just inconsistent. 
Even the sun is not consistent. God is 
consistent in His essence, His will, and 
His actions. Nothing changes Him. As 
He was yesterday, so He will continue to 
be tomorrow. 

Isaiah 14.24–27 

The Unstoppable Thoughts 
of God in Action 

Isaiah wrote, “The LORD of hosts 
has sworn, saying, ‘Surely, as I have 
thought, so it shall come to pass, And as 
I have purposed, so it shall stand: That I 

will break the Assyrian in My land...This 
is the purpose that is purposed against 
the whole earth...For the LORD of hosts 
has purposed, And who will annul it? His 
hand is stretched out, And who will turn 
it back?’” (Isa 14.24–27). 

First, the Lord revealed that as He 
has thought, so shall it happen. If He has 
a purpose, it shall stand. That pertained 
not only to Israel and Assyria, but to 
America. 

Second, He purposed that He would 
break the Assyrians in God’s land. 

Third, this was what He has pur-
posed against the world Earth. His hand 
was—and is—stretched out over all the 
nations. Let any nation oppose righ-
teousness or fight against God’s people 
in the church, and God will set His pur-
pose against that nation. 

Fourth, He challenged anyone to an-
nul what He had decided or to turn His 

hand back. Did 
the prophecy of 
this passage hap-
pen? Yes; where 
is Assyria today? 
Assyria, and espe-
cially its capital 
city of Nineveh, 
existed a long time, for over 2400 years! 
Being that well-established did not keep 
them from being annihilated. 

Remember what this passage said, 
for it speaks volumes to Christians, and 
there is something to which we can cling. 
Built into this text is a promise for all na-
tions, which includes all nations today, 
to look at what God did to Assyria and 
know that He will do the same to any na-
tion. You see, God does not change. 

Isaiah 46.8–11 

Remembering the 
Unstoppable Thoughts of 

God 
God wants us to know the power of 

His thoughts, “Remember this, and show 
yourselves men...I am God, and there 
is no other...Declaring the end from 
the beginning, And from ancient times 
things that are not yet done, Saying, ‘My 
counsel shall stand, And I will do all My 
pleasure,’ Calling a bird of prey from the 
east...Indeed I have spoken it; I will also 
bring it to pass. I have purposed it; I will 
also do it” (Isa 46.8–11). 

God spoke to Israel, warning them 
that He would call a nation from the 
East and use that nation to punish God’s 
people. He wanted them to remember 
the former things of old that there was 

no other God like 
Him, although 
Israel and Judah 
worshiped other 
gods. None of 
those other gods 
could do what 
Yahweh God of 

Israel could do, declaring the end from 
the beginning (v. 10), even declaring 
things from the distant past about future 
things not yet done, proclaiming that His 
counsel would stand and He would do 
all His pleasure. 

He wants the church to remember 
this passage, because He included it in 
the Bible and we can know His promises 
of the future will happen based on our 
observations of what He did in the past, 

which is why we need to know the Old 
Testament. 

He would call a bird of prey from 
the East, Babylon, although so far away 
in distance and in time, and because He 
had spoken it, He would bring it to pass, 
and because He had purposed it, He 
would do it. 

Did it happen? It happened precisely 
as He prophesied. Babylon, like a bird of 
prey, swooped down upon the holy land, 
and you know the rest of the story. 

God does not change His word. See 
His unchangeableness in the past and 
know of His unchangeableness in the 
future. 

What does all this mean for the 
Christian? God shall bless you when 
others curse you (Num 23.19, 20). God 
shall keep His promises to you (Psa 
33.11). God shall guide your life (Pro 

19.21). God shall not destroy you (Mal 
3.6). God shall remember your work and 
labor of love (Heb 6.9–20). 

What does all this mean for non-
Christians? They do not experience these 
blessings now and they will not in eter-
nity. However, what this all means for 
the non-Christian is this also. Your eter-
nal destiny is not sealed yet. If you turn 
away from a sinful life and life for Jesus, 
God promises that He will forgive your 
sins. Then you have all the good things I 
have shown you for Christians. 

Do you believe with all your heart 
that Jesus is the Son of God? Are you 
willing to verbalize that? Are you want-
ing to change your life? Have you been 
baptized to have your sins forgiven? ✞
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Introducing the Words of 
the Preacher 

What would a wise man say about the 
purpose of life? 

July 1 Ecc 1.1 

I believe that if preachers, or preacher-like men, 
ran things, things would go better, generally speak-
ing. Do I say that out of personal bias because I am 
a preacher? No, although I know that I might have 
a hard time convincing some you of that. 

Who or what are preachers? They are men who 
devote their lives to teaching people knowledge, 
pondering and seeking out and setting in order many 
wise sayings, seeking acceptable words, words that 
are upright—even words of truth. Preachers devote 
their lives to speaking words that are like goads, and 
are like well-driven nails, given by one Shepherd. 

This is no easy task, for they have found that 
reading many books has no end, and much study is 
wearisome to the flesh. Preachers persuade us that 
the most important thing in life is to fear God and 
keep His commandments, knowing that such is our 
all, and knowing further that God will bring every 
work into judgment, including every secret thing, 
whether good or evil. 

Introducing the Words of 
the Preacher 

What would a wise man say about the 
purpose of life? 

July 2 Ecc 1.1 

When you have a preacher-like man running an 
organization things go well. My proof of that are 
presidents, both presidents of colleges or universi-
ties, and presidents of the United States. Our colleg-
es did well when the presidents were preachers and 
our nation has done well when the presidents spoke 
like preachers. However, when our Christian col-
leges replaced preachers with fundraisers, then wis-
dom started to disappear and when we quit electing 
preacher-sounding presidents with...well...fundrais-
ers, then the emphasis of the nation changed. 

Years ago I visited a friend of mine and I told 
him my opinion on this matter. He seemed skepti-
cal. I told him this as we were driving to visit an 
older member of the church where the two of them 
worshiped. Somehow this issue came up in the con-
versation with the older man and the older brother in 
the Lord said what I 
had just said. 

Introducing the Words of 
the Preacher 

What would a wise man say about the 
purpose of life? 

July 3 Ecc 1.1 

This is my way of introducing the words of the 
preacher, identified in the following, “The words of 
the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem” 
(Ecc 1.1). “I, the Preacher, was king over Israel in 
Jerusalem” (Ecc 1.12). That could only be one man, 
King Solomon. 

When Solomon functioned as he called himself, 
a preacher, he did well as king, and he found fulfill-
ment in life. When he ceased acting like a preacher, 
he found misery and depression. 

I want to show you the meaning of life as the 
Holy Spirit used Solomon to explain to us what life 
is all about in the Book of Ecclesiastes. 

The Hebrew word for “Ecclesiastes” means 
someone who addresses an assembly, which is why 
it is translated as “preacher.” 

Overview of Ecclesiastes

Nothing Worked
Sollie sought satisfaction in these:
science, wisdom, fun, booze, taking ease,
 egotism, and church,
 money, moral research.
Nothing worked, even Harem Headcheese.
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July 4 Ecc 1.1 
A Unique Biblical Book 

There is no other Book like this one on the pon-
dering of King Solomon. He takes us on a journey. 
He takes us to the very places where we think happi-
ness, fulfillment, and meaning are, only to show us 
that they all disappoint. Even if God gave us those 
things, they are all vanity, if we miss the most im-
portant thing in life. Solomon pieces together his 
journey in a masterful way. I agree with Leland 
Ryken, “The Book of Ecclesiastes is one of the great-
est masterpieces in all of literature and also one of 
the most misunderstood books in the Bible” (Words 
of Delight: A Literary Introduction to the Bible, p. 
319). Ryken also quoted others who attested to the 
greatness of Ecclesiastes, “Herman Melville called it 
‘the truest of all books,’ while the American novelist 
Thomas Wolfe described it as the ‘the highest flower 
of poetry, eloquence, and truth’ and ‘the greatest 
single piece of writing I have known’” (Ibid.). 

July 5 Ecc 1.1 
Life Under the Sun 

“Under the sun” or “under heaven” appears 33 
times in the Book of Ecclesiastes. If you view life 
strictly from under the sun, without any thought 
of what is above the sun, with no regard for what is 
going on in heaven, then Solomon shows the con-
sequences of such living. To live life with any world 
view other than a God-centered one proves vain. 
Listen to the contrast Solomon made in Ecclesiastes 
2, one right after the other about the same subject, 
that of our employment, “Then I hated all my labor 
in which I had toiled under the sun, because I must 
leave it to the man who will come after me” (Ecc 
2.18). “Nothing is better for a man than that he 
should eat and drink, and that his soul should en-
joy good in his labor. This also, I saw, was from the 
hand of God” (Ecc 2.24). 

First, Solomon said he hated his labor, then he 
said a man’s soul should enjoy good in his labor. 
What is going on? You have to see his frame of ref-
erence. In verse 18, he spoke of viewing life strictly 
from “under the sun.” In verse 24, he spoke of life as 
a gift from the hand of God. Two people can work 
at the same job, but one is miserable and the other 
is happy. What is the difference? One views life with 
only the eyes of the flesh, the other views life with 
the eyes of the spirit. How do you view life? 

July 6 Ecc 1.1 
A Journey of the Mind 

We journey with Solomon but not to a place 
on earth. The journey happens in the mind. Where 
do our minds go on our daily journeys? Solomon 
searches for something intensely and we listen and 
watch with him, “Then I saw that wisdom excels 
folly as light excels darkness” (Ecc 2.13). “Noth-
ing is better for a man than that he should eat and 
drink, and that his soul should enjoy good in his 
labor. This also, I saw, was from the hand of God” 
(Ecc 2.24). “Moreover I saw under the sun: In the 
place of judgment, wickedness was there; and in 
the place of righteousness, iniquity was there” (Ecc 
3.16). “Again, I saw that for all toil and every skillful 
work a man is envied by his neighbor. This also is 
vanity and grasping for the wind” (Ecc 4.4). “Then 
I returned, and I saw vanity under the sun...” (Ecc 
4.7). “I saw all the living who walk under the sun; 
they were with the second youth who stands in his 
place” (Ecc 4.15). “Then I saw the wicked buried, 
who had come and gone from the place of holiness, 
and they were forgotten in the city where they had 
so done. This also is vanity” (Ecc 8.10). “Then I saw 
all the work of God, that a man cannot find out the 
work that is done under the sun. For though a man 
labors to discover it, yet he will not find it; more-
over, though a wise man attempts to know it, he will 
not be able to find it” (Ecc 8.17). 

Read the Book of Ecclesiastes, and go with Solo-
mon on his journey
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July 7 Ecc 1.1 
Western culture, in my judgment, needs the 

understanding of the Book of Ecclesiastes, more 
than any other biblical Book. The reason for that is 
that Solomon went on a journey of living by purely 
worldly values and pleasures, just what the majority 
of Americans do today—even what most Christians 
have made their goals—but Solomon shows that if 
you leave out the main ingredient, your life will be 
futile. Read the Book to find the missing ingredient, 
which he reveals several times along the way. You 
may have everything that you believe brings happi-
ness and fulfillment, but Psalm 49 explains that all 
those things mean nothing in the day of death. 

Those who trust in their wealth 
And boast in the multitude of their riches, 
None of them can by any means redeem his 

brother, 
Nor give to God a ransom for him— 
For the redemption of their souls is costly, 
And it shall cease forever— 
That he should continue to live eternally, 
And not see the Pit. 
For he sees wise men die; 
Likewise the fool and the senseless person 

perish, 
And leave their wealth to others. 
(Psa 49.6–10) 
Remember this. Job had everything, but lost it 

all and remained faithful. Solomon had everything, 
and kept it all, but temporarily lost his faith. Where 
are you on the journey of life? 

The Supreme Vanity 
What profit do you have from all your 

labor? 

July 8 Ecc 1.1–11 

The American Civil Liberties Union, the Free-
dom From Religion Foundation, atheists, evolu-
tionists, and humanists seek to turn our culture into 
a secular one. They file lawsuits against governments 
to keep Christianity away from the public. They 
protest any public sign of Christianity. They ridicule 
those who believe in God. If they live out the course 
they have set, they will discover something horri-
ble: They will discover the emptiness of life without 
God. They will discover that life without God leads 
to frustration and an unsatisfied soul. The Book of 
Ecclesiastes refutes the secularization of life. 

July 9 Ecc 1.1 
The Words of the Preacher 

1 The words of the Preacher... Solomon sounds 
more like a preacher and a prophet than he does a 
politician. We know him primarily as a king. Yet, 
when we quote Solomon he does not sound like a 
king, a political leader, but he sounds like a preach-
er/prophet/philosopher. Intriguingly, He intro-
duced himself first as a preacher, then as the son of 
David, then as king in Jerusalem. Read quotations 
from America’s presidents in their shining moments 
and you will hear spiritual wisdom, and allusions 
and direct quotations from Scripture. America does 
well when her presidents preach from the teachings 
of the Bible. The Book of Ecclesiastes will prove my 
point. You will do your best when you ponder wise 
words, live by them, and teach them to others. You 
will do your best when you sound like a preacher, 
not giving sermons when you talk to people, but 
giving wise sayings. What then would a wise and 
wealthy preacher-king say to us? 
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July 10 Ecc 1.2 
The Supreme Vanity 

2 “Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher... What 
does the preacher want us to know? He wants us 
to know the supreme or ultimate vanity. What is 
the vanity of all vanities? The fact that everything is 
vanity! Nothing has meaning. Nothing has profit. 
Thirty-six times in the Book of Ecclesiastes Solo-
mon uses the word, “vanity.” 

July 11 Ecc 1.3 
What Do You Profit 

3 What profit has a man from all his labor... 
Look at your life strictly from under the sun. What 
profit is all your labor? You toil for decades. You toil 
to provide for your family. You toil to retire. You 
have a couple of decades, maybe a few, to enjoy re-
tirement. Then you die. Is that all your life is about? 
Why did you work all those years? Suddenly you die 
and what does all that labor mean to you? You did 
great things and you made mistakes, only for it all 
to end in death, then “...whose will those things be 
which you have provided?” (Luke 12.20). 

July 12 Ecc 1.4 
Man and the Earth 

4 One generation passes away, and another gen-
eration comes... Your generation passes away then 
a new generation inhabits the earth. Do you know 
what that generation does? The same things that 
your generation did, and your generation did the 
same things the previous generation did. Each gen-
eration works as though it has some grand scheme 
to fulfill, but then that generation goes and we won-
der what all their labor meant. For all they did and 
for all we do, the same problems still exist! While 
generations come and go, the earth abides forever. 
Something greater than all the generations exists. 
Something keeps giving every new generation that 
comes along, 

Seedtime and harvest, 
Cold and heat, 
Winter and summer, 
And day and night. 
(Gen 8.22) 
Do any of the generations consider that they 

each vanish so quickly while the earth remains for-
ever? Does that not say something about the genera-
tions? We seem to have a higher purpose than labor-
ing a few decades. Is it possible that all our labor 
on the earth under the sun prepares us for another 
place above the sun? 
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July 13 Ecc 1.5–7 
The Earth Abides 

5–7 The sun also rises, and the sun goes down... 
The earth abides forever, but it keeps doing over and 
over again its ceaseless duties, even as the endless 
generations perform their ceaseless duties over and 
over again. The sun rises, the sun goes down, only 
to appear where it did the day before. The wind goes 
south, then north, whirling all over the earth, only 
to return where it began. The water runs down the 
rivers never filling the sea, but somehow the water 
returns to the beginning of the rivers again. What 
is all that about? The cycles of the earth are like the 
cycles of the generations. Even as the sun, the wind, 
and the water repeat themselves, so new generations 
repeat the follies of previous generations. Does the 
succeeding generation learn from the previous gen-
eration? 

July 14 Ecc 1.8 
Labor Fills Everything 

8 All things are full of labor... Everything we do 
requires labor. How can a person express the exten-
sive labor on the earth, under the sun by every gen-
eration? How much labor shall the human race exert 
tomorrow? Can we find a way to measure it? We 
labor for what we see, but we can never see enough. 
Can a person express all that the eye can see? We la-
bor for what we hear, but we can never hear enough. 
Can a person express all that the ear can hear? 

July 15 Ecc 1.9–11 
What Is New? 

9–11 That which has been is what will be... 
Look at yesterday. What happened will happen 
again. What happens today will happen tomorrow. 
Therefore, there is nothing new under the sun. Can 
you find anything and say it is new, that the earth 
has never seen anything like it? There is nothing, 
because it happened yesterday, it even happened 
in ancient times! Do you challenge that idea? You 
challenge it because you forget the former things. 
How many acts happened worldwide in the centu-
ries before us? Take the activities on earth today and 
find them somewhere in the past. Here is the thing, 
the generations after us will not know or remember 
what we did. 

Ecclesiastes 1.11
Solomon Tries Wisdom

Solomon Tries Wisdom
Searched thru Webster and Google, tried Zen.
What a burden God’s laid upon men.
 Sol’ thought he’d found relief,
 but more knowledge brought grief.
Wasn’t worth starting over again.
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The Supreme Vanity 
What profit do you have from all your 

labor? 

July 16 Ecc 1.1–11 

So then, what profit does a man have in all his 
labor under the sun? Who will know about your la-
bor a few years from now? Will your labor change 
the way this generation or the next generation lives? 
What are you doing here? What is your purpose in 
all the labor you put out? What do you hope to ac-
complish? It seems that we have no profit from all 
our labor. However, there is an event coming that 
answers the question of verse 3. Do you want to 
know the answer Solomon gives? There is nothing 
new under the sun. We come up with new inven-
tions, but man remains the same. We do the same 
good things and we do the same evil things. How-
ever, that is looking at life from under the sun not 
from above the sun. God can make new things. 
Every biblical miracle testified to that fact. Man 
labors in vain. God does nothing in vain. We try 
to make things new. God can make you new. You 
have tried endless ways to make yourself better, but 
in Second Corinthians 5 the Holy Spirit revealed 
the only place of true renewal, “Therefore, if anyone 
is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have 
passed away; behold, all things have become new” 
(2Co 5.17). You want to experience something new 
like you have never experienced before? Submit to 
Jesus Christ and let Him renew your life. 

What Good Is Wisdom? 
If you use wisdom to examine all works 

under heaven, what shall you find? 

July 17 Ecc 1.12–18 

If you use wisdom to examine all works under 
heaven, what shall you find? Concerning wisdom 
Solomon himself had written, 

Wisdom is the principal thing; 
Therefore get wisdom. 
And in all your getting, get understanding. 
(Pro 4.7) 
Yet, listen to what he will say about wisdom in 

Ecclesiastes 1.12–18. 

July 18 Ecc 1.12 
The Preacher-King 

12 I, the Preacher, was king... Solomon was a 
preacher who happened to be the king of Israel in 
Jerusalem. He lived as a preacher first, and worked 
as a king second. Since he thought like a preacher, 
having knowledge and wisdom, and worked as a 
king, having unlimited resources, he wanted to fig-
ure out something. Solomon wanted to know the 
same things that you want to know. 
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July 19 Ecc 1.13 
The Tool of Wisdom 

13 And I set my heart to seek and search out 
by wisdom concerning... Functioning more as a 
preacher than a king, he set his heart to examine all 
that is done on the earth, using the tool of wisdom. 
God had given Solomon wisdom beyond compare. 
He wanted to use it to look at everything done un-
der heaven. What would he find in all the things 
done on the earth? When he made his search he 
discovered that his knowledge and wisdom led to a 
heavy burden. With his vast knowledge and wisdom 
he found things he wished that he had not found. 
We will even hear him make a negative statement 
about knowledge and wisdom before we finish our 
text. Using wisdom to search out all that is done 
under heaven seems like, well, a wise thing to do! 
Gaining more wisdom is something we desire for 
ourselves and God desires for us, but separated from 
the main ingredient of life and forgetting the great 
event that is coming, makes wisdom and knowledge 
instruments of grief. 

July 20 Ecc 1.14, 15 
All Works Are Vanity 

14, 15 I have seen all the works that are done 
under the sun; and... After using wisdom to seek 
and search out all that is done under heaven, what 
did Solomon find? All of it is vanity and grasping for 
the wind. Try grasping for the wind or chasing after 
it. You will say it is useless, a waste of time, because 
it cannot be done. Solomon discovered in his search 
in all things done under heaven that what is crooked 
you cannot make straight and what is lacking you 
cannot number. All that man has done to make 
straight the crooked has not worked since the begin-
ning of time. Every government program, all educa-
tion, and every other effort of man, has not stopped 
evil. Why does one generation not learn from the 
previous generation that evil does not profit? Every 
generation thinks it will be the exception. As Solo-
mon also said in verse 15, how do we count what is 
lacking? The more we learn the more we learn what 
we do not know. How can we count what is lack-
ing if we do not know it is lacking in the first place? 
When we do get knowledge we find more areas that 

we need to study. 

July 21 Ecc 1.16–18 
Wisdom Brings Grief 

16–18 I communed with my heart, saying, 
“Look, I have attained greatness, and...” Solomon 
talked to himself, reminding himself that he had at-
tained greatness, that he had gained more wisdom 
than anyone before him in Jerusalem, and that his 
heart had understood great wisdom and knowl-
edge. Solomon did not boast, but he could see and 
acknowledge things as they were. If you read First 
Kings 10, you will see why the Queen of Sheba 
visited Solomon, and how she reacted to what he 
had. He knew why she was there and he heard her 
response. He did not attribute his greatness to him-
self, but to God (Read 1Ki 10.1–7). Knowing then 
what God had given him, Solomon set his heart to 
know, not only all that was done under heaven, but 
also to know wisdom, and to know madness and 
folly. He looked at everything. He made a balanced 
approach, looking at and hearing both sides, regard-
less of their extreme positions. All of that, just like 
all that is done under heaven, he discovered is grasp-
ing for the wind. How could that be? Should not 
seeking after wisdom and the knowledge that comes 
with it, be one of the highest pursuits of humanity? 
Next we will see the problem. Ecclesiastes 1.18

Solomon Tries Science

Solomon’s Dismal Science
He assumed that the earth* lasts forever,
then concluded the sea is full, never.
 Nothing new under sun.
 And, which doesn’t sound fun,
at the end even mem’ries would sever.
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July 22 Ecc 1.16–18 
Wisdom Brings Grief 

16–18 I communed with my heart, saying, 
“Look, I have attained greatness, and...” Much wis-
dom brings much grief. The more wisdom you have, 
the more you see how people ruin their own lives, 
but they will not fix their lives by the wisdom freely 
available to them. They stubbornly cling to their 
self-destructive paths. And that grieves the man or 
woman of wisdom. The increase of knowledge in-
creases sorrow. What you have learned you discover 
was not enough. You learn things that you wish you 
did not know, because you have learned new dan-
gers that you did not know existed before. There-
fore, even wisdom and knowledge by themselves are 
vanity and chasing after the wind. There is some-
one with whom we have to do and something com-
ing that makes wisdom and knowledge profitable. 
However, Solomon did not tell us yet what those 
two things are. We will have to wait and continue 
with him on his journey. 

What Good Is Wisdom? 
If you use wisdom to examine all works 

under heaven, what shall you find? 

July 23 Ecc 1.12–18 

In 1.4–8 Solomon tried science. Yet, that did 
not reveal the purpose of life. Nor does science reveal 
the super great event that is coming to all humanity. 
In 1.12–18 Solomon tried wisdom. Yet, wisdom by 
itself only leads to nothingness. However, wisdom 
can lead us to the two great things Solomon will 
show us. If you use wisdom to examine all works un-
der heaven, what shall you find? You shall find that 
nothing reveals the purpose of life. You shall find 
that even wisdom itself will lead you to emptiness. 
Keep listening to the Book of Ecclesiastes. You will 
be relieved when finally you discover what Solomon 
discovered. If you want wisdom and knowledge, I 
will tell you now that there is a place you can go to 
discover all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
In Colossians 2 Paul wrote of his experience, but 
he related it to the source of true treasure, showing 
why he suffered for others, “For I want you to know 
what a great conflict I have for you and those in La-
odicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in 
the flesh, that their hearts may be encouraged, being 
knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of 
the full assurance of understanding, to the knowl-
edge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and 
of Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge” (Col 2.1–3). You can find 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge in Christ. 

What Good Is Pleasure? 
If you could have everything your 

eyes desired, would you be happy? 

July 24 Ecc 2.1–11 

If you could have everything your eyes desired, 
would you be happy? The Bible itself says, “God...
gives us richly all things to enjoy” (1Ti 6.17). The 
Bible shows many proofs of that, showing that God 
made Abraham, David, and others wealthy. In First 
Kings 3 after God had asked Solomon what he 
wanted, and Solomon said he wanted understand-
ing to judge God’s people so that Solomon could 
discern between right and wrong, in other words, he 
wanted wisdom, and God promised to give it, and 
He promised to give Solomon something else, “And 
I have also given you what you have not asked: both 
riches and honor, so that there shall not be anyone 
like you among the kings all your days” (1Ki 3.13). 
Yet, listen to what Solomon will say about all that in 
Ecclesiastes 2.1–11. 
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July 25 Ecc 2.1, 2 
Is There Meaning in Pleasure? 

1, 2 I said in my heart, “Come now, I will test 
you with mirth...” Solomon did not find the mean-
ing and purpose of life in science (1.4–8) nor in 
wisdom (1.12–18). If those two sober views of life 
could not provide value for life, perhaps the opposite 
could show the way of life. Therefore, he spoke to 
himself again and tested himself with amusement. 
He jumped all the way into the waters of pleasure. 
If the serious study of life through science, wisdom, 
and knowledge could not give meaning to life and 
show why we are here, then the other side of life, he 
figured, might be what life is all about. Perhaps with 
amusement, pleasure, fun, games, sports, material-
ism, he would find what life is all about. Right away 
he revealed three things about that kind of life. It 
is all vanity. It is madness. It does not accomplish 
anything. Look at some of the pleasures he tried to 
enjoy. 

July 26 Ecc 2.3 
Wine 

3 I searched in my heart how to gratify my flesh 
with wine... He made a decision to satisfy his flesh 
with wine. He did it wisely, for he had himself writ-
ten in Proverbs 23 of the dangers of wine, 

Who has woe? 
Who has sorrow? 
Who has contentions? 
Who has complaints? 
Who has wounds without cause? 
Who has redness of eyes? 
Those who linger long at the wine, 
Those who go in search of mixed wine. 
(Pro 23.29, 30) 
Therefore, as he sought pleasure through wine, 

he guided his heart with wisdom. He did not want 
wine to destroy him. He wanted to experience the 
folly that comes with gratifying your flesh with 
wine, but he kept that folly in check with wisdom. 
He thought that perhaps the proper combination 
of amusement, pleasure, wine, wisdom, and folly 
would expose the meaning of life. Perhaps it was 
simply a matter of balance, not going too far to ei-
ther extreme. He believed that doing these things 
might reveal what is good for the sons of men to do 
during the days of their lives on the earth. 

July 27 Ecc 2.4–8 
This and That 

4–8 I made my works great, I built myself hous-
es, and planted myself vineyards... On top of the 
wine, he added more pleasures, making his works 
great. He succeeded because we still talk about them 
to this day. He built houses. He needed a house in 
the capital. He needed a winter home. He wanted a 
summer home. He wanted a home in the country. 
He desired a home in the mountains. He desired a 
home in the desert. Perhaps all those homes could 
provide pleasure. Could he find meaning in having 
many beautiful homes? He made his own version 
of the Garden of Eden, planting vineyards, making 
gardens and orchards, planting different varieties of 
fruit trees, and he had pools for watering all those 
plants. It must have been beautiful to behold. Like 
a fabulous home featured in a magazine with in-
credible landscaping. Surely that brought meaning 
into his life. We try the same things and what do we 
discover? He could not take care of all of that him-
self, so he acquired the necessary workers. He hired 
families of workers so that they bore children under 
his care. Is that not what makes life good, having 
many people doing your bidding? 
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July 28 Ecc 2.4–8 
This and That 

4–8 I made my works great, I built myself houses, 
and planted myself vineyards... Solomon possessed 
more herds, flocks, silver, gold, and special treasures 
of kings than anyone before him in Jerusalem (and 
probably after him). Surely there he found the rea-
son for life, getting rich. Are these not the things for 
which we labor and toil in our days under the sun? 
He acquired the best surround sound stereo system 
ever invented. He possessed the singers and the mu-
sicians, not mere recordings! Hearing the wonderful 
tunes of the best music live must make life good, 
because Solomon got those things and we labor for 
them and brag about what we have. Do you need 
to hear more from the Book of Ecclesiastes to know 
that everything he listed is vanity and grasping for 
the wind? 

July 29 Ecc 2.9, 10 
Fulfilling the Desire of the Eyes 

9 So I became great and excelled more than all 
who were... Putting together his knowledge of sci-
ence, his wisdom and knowledge in all things, his full 
range of pleasures made him great and he excelled 
more than anyone before him in Jerusalem. During 
all that time he retained the wisdom God had given. 
Solomon did not list every pleasure, but in verse 10 
he summarized what he did. If he saw something he 
wanted, he got it. He could afford it. He knew how 
to get it and how to use it. Name any pleasure and 
he did not withhold his heart from it. He rejoiced 
in all of it. He worked for it, giving him happiness. 
However, that does not mean he found the meaning 
of life (Otherwise, Ecclesiastes would have ended 
here), and his happiness was empty. Something was 
still missing. Something was still not right. 

July 30 Ecc 2.11 
All Pleasure Is Vanity 

11 Then I looked on all the works that my hands 
had done... He looked at all his labors. He looked at 
his pleasures. He looked at his laughter. He looked 
at his wine. He looked at his homes. He looked at 
his vineyards. He looked at his Garden of Eden. He 
looked at his employees. He looked at his wealth. 
He looked at his music. He looked at all his labor 
and toil in which he had sought pleasure and the 
meaning of life. What did he conclude? Just what 
he said at the beginning of his treatise in 1.2, 3. It 
was all vanity, a grasping for the wind, and profitless 
under the sun. 
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What Good Is Pleasure? 
If you could have everything your eyes desired, would you 

be happy? 

July 31 Ecc 2.1–11 

When men and women leave out their reason for existing and forget the 
one event that is yet coming to all humanity, life becomes meaningless, use-
less, and profitless. Only look at life under the sun and be in despair. Do you 
want to give meaning to all things that you do? There is one thing you must do 
and there is one thing for which you must prepare. Solomon has not revealed 
those things yet, so, I will not. However, stay with me and we shall discover the 
answer to those questions. Solomon’s journey on the path of life made him try 
science (1.4–8), wisdom (1.12–18), and now hedonism (2.1–11). If you could 
have everything your eyes desired, would you be happy? ✞

Ecclesiastes 2.11
Solomon Tries Hedonism

Hedonism
Hedonism looks great from out-side,
but I soon became dis-satisfied.
 I had oodles of stuff
 which was never enough.
Impressed some, but left me glassy-eyed. 
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The Story of the Bible By Steve Lloyd
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1 Then the Angel of the LORD

came up from Gilgal to Bochim, 
and said: “I led you up from Egypt 
and brought you to the land of 
which I swore to your fathers; and 
I said, ‘I will never break My 
covenant with you.  2 And you shall 
make no covenant with the 
inhabitants of this land; you shall 
tear down their altars.’ But you 
have not obeyed My voice. Why 
have you done this?  3 Therefore I 
also said, “I will not drive them out 
before you; but they shall be thorns 
in your side, and their gods shall be 
a snare to you.’�” 4 So it was, 
when the Angel of the LORD spoke 
these words to all the children of 
Israel, that the people lifted up 
their voices and wept. 

2:5 Then they called the name of 
that place Bochim; and they 
sacrificed there to the LORD. 6
And when Joshua had dismissed 
the people, the children of Israel 
went each to his own inheritance to 
possess the land. 

2:7 So the people served the LORD

all the days of Joshua, and all the 
days of the elders who outlived 
Joshua, who had seen all the great 
works of the LORD which He had 
done for Israel.  8 Now Joshua the 
son of Nun, the servant of the 
LORD, died when he was one 
hundred and ten years old.  9 And 
they buried him within the border 
of his inheritance at Timnath 
Heres, in the mountains of 
Ephraim, on the north side of 
Mount Gaash.  10 When all that 
generation had been gathered to 
their fathers, another generation 

arose after them who did not know 
the LORD nor the work which He 
had done for Israel. 

2:11 Then the children of Israel did 
evil in the sight of the LORD, and 
served the Baals;  12 and they 
forsook the LORD God of their 
fathers, who had brought them out 
of the land of Egypt; and they 

followed other gods from among 
the gods of the people who were all 
around them, and they bowed 
down to them; and they provoked 
the LORD to anger.  13 They 
forsook the LORD and served Baal 
and the Ashtoreths.  14 And the 
anger of the LORD was hot against 
Israel. So He delivered them into 
the hands of plunderers who 
despoiled them; and He sold them 
into the hands of their enemies all 
around, so that they could no 
longer stand before their enemies.
15 Wherever they went out, the 
hand of the LORD was against 
them for calamity, as the LORD had 
said, and as the LORD had sworn to 

them. And they were greatly 
distressed.

2:16 Nevertheless, the LORD raised 
up judges who delivered them out 
of the hand of those who plundered 
them. 17 Yet they would not listen 
to their judges, but they played the 
harlot with other gods, and bowed 
down to them. They turned quickly 
from the way in which their fathers 
walked, in obeying the 
commandments of the LORD; they 
did not do so. 18 And when the 
LORD raised up judges for them, 
the LORD was with the judge and 
delivered them out of the hand of 
their enemies all the days of the 
judge; for the LORD was moved to 
pity by their groaning because of 
those who oppressed them and 
harassed them.  19 And it came to 
pass, when the judge was dead, that 
they reverted and behaved more 
corruptly than their fathers, by 
following other gods, to serve them 
and bow down to them. They did 
not cease from their own doings 
nor from their stubborn way. 

2:20 Then the anger of the LORD

was hot against Israel; and He said, 
“Because this nation has 
transgressed My covenant which I 
commanded their fathers, and has 
not heeded My voice,  21 I also will 
no longer drive out before them 
any of the nations which Joshua left 
when he died, 22 so that through 
them I may test Israel, whether 
they will keep the ways of the 
LORD, to walk in them as their 
fathers kept them, or not.”  23
Therefore the LORD left those 
nations, without driving them out 
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immediately; nor did He deliver them into the hand of 
Joshua.  1 Now these are the nations which the LORD

left, that He might test Israel by them, that is, all who 
had not known any of the wars in Canaan 2 �this was only 
so that the generations of the children of Israel might be 
taught to know war, at least those who had not formerly 
known it�, 3 namely, five lords of the Philistines, all the 
Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the Hivites who dwelt in 
Mount Lebanon, from Mount Baal Hermon to the 
entrance of Hamath.  4 And they were left, that He 
might test Israel by them, to know whether they would 
obey the commandments of the LORD, which He had 
commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses. 

3:5 Thus the children of Israel dwelt among the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, 
the Hivites, and the Jebusites.  6 And they took their 
daughters to be their wives, and gave their daughters to 
their sons; and they served their gods. 

����������
1. How does the last verse in Judges describe the days of 

the Judges?
2. How many times does Judges tell us the cycle of sin, 

su�ering, supplication and salvation occurred �3:7�11;
3:12�30; 4:1�5:31; 6:1�8:35; 10:6�12:7; 13:1�16:31�?

������������
Gabriel Josipovici: “Practically all the deaths in that 
book are unnatural and none is followed by burial.” 
Listed are the ones I could think of:

a. The death of Eglon �3:20�22�
b.The death of Sisera �4:21�22�.
c. The death of Abimelech �9:52�54�
d.The death of Jephthah’s daughter �11:34�39�
e. The death of the Philistines �15:14�17�
f. The death of Samson �16:23�31�
g. The death of the Concubine �19:25�28�

���������������
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The Story of the Bible By Steve Lloyd
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Can you identify the Judges on 
this page by these artist’s 

conceptions of them?

• Ehud

• Gideon

• Deborah

• Jephthah

• Samson
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And He said to them, 
“Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?” 

(Luke 2.49) 

Our Father’s Business
Leadership – Proverbs 13.4

Leaders Who Inspire Trust
by J J Turner 

Regardless of the realm or place of leadership, followers do not want to follow a leader 
whom they cannot trust. Trust is at the heart of leading and following. In the middle of trust is 
US (trUSt) Trust isn’t automatically given to a leader, or deserved because of a title. Trust must 
be earned. How can a leader inspire trust in his followers? There are several ways.

A leader who inspires trust must be an example of what he teaches and advocates.
A leader who inspires trust must have a biblical vision of the future.
A leader who inspires trust must do things that command respect and honor.
A leader who inspires trust must keep his word (Pro 23.23; John 8.32).
A leader who inspires trust must love his followers (John 13.30–35).
A leader who inspires trust has confidence in his skills, knowledge, and direction.
A leader who inspires trust is willing to get his hands dirty.
A leader who inspires trust has a proven track record of doing what he says he’ll do.
A leader who inspires trust is a true servant of others.
A leader who inspires trust is flexible, and knows when to change directions.
A leader who inspires trust is a practitioner of the Golden Rule.
A leader who inspires trust has his values, morals, and ethics in biblical order.

Application: Which of these traits do you need to work on? Why?

Leaders Who Prepare Leaders
by J J Turner

As I travel and conduct leadership seminars in congregations, I am seeing a tremendous 
decline in leadership training, as well as a lack of prospects for immediate and future leadership. 
Large congregations are overseen by only two shepherds; smaller ones have no prospects of hav-
ing elders. The church is falling behind in the area of training leaders. It is the task of leadership 
to train future leaders. Here are several observations about leaders who prepare leaders.

They are following in the footsteps of Jesus (Mark 1.16–20).

They are obeying the command of Paul (2Ti 2.1–4).
They are ensuring a strong future for the church.
They are training their replacements.
They are equipping the Body for ministry (Eph 4.11–16).
They are results oriented: trained leaders are a reality.
They inspire followers to move beyond where they are now.
They demonstrate confidence in the potential of followers.
They inspire and motivate others to step out of the shadows.
They are willing to share and sacrifice for the future of the church.
They show an awareness of what needs to be done.
They have prepared themselves for the task of training additional leaders.
They ensure that one day the “blind won’t lead the blind.”
They are leaders who are exercising vision and hope for the future.

Application: How are you involved in training leaders?

Church Growth – First Corinthians 3.6 

Why Many Young People Fall Away
by Don Ruhl 

Today’s world marinates young people in anti-creation evolution and related dogmas. 
Young people often see their parents attend worship services and Bible classes sporadically, hear 
them criticize the church and her leaders, contribute little if any money to the church, and fail 
to focus on the Lord’s death during communion. Let us realize that our children watch and hear 
everything in us, our habits and our conduct.

Donate a book to the local county library. We can help get good information into the 
hands of people in our various Counties by donating books. This month, I would like 
to recommend that you donate, How Do You Know the Bible Is from God? by Kyle 

Butt. You can order it from ApologeticsPress.com. 
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Ruhl’s Rules ➠

Rules For Your Life

The indigenous people of New Zealand, the Maoris, have a proverb that says, “Turn your 
face to the sun and the shadows fall behind you.” Do not dwell upon what is behind you, 
what is past, but look forward to see where you are going. Living in the shadows can be 

depressing, but living in the sunshine brings joy. 

“Shall we make a new rule of life...always to try to be a little kinder than is necessary” (Sir 
James Matthew Barrie). 

“The separation of church and state in the United States has never meant the separation of 
faith and politics” (Ronald C. White, Jr., “War and the Will of God,” Christian History & 

Biography, Issue 99, Summer 2008, page 19). 

“If you worship that which is not God, you reduce the image of God in yourself. If you 
worship that which is not even human, you reduce your humanity still further” (Christo-

pher J. H. Wright, The Mission of God, page 173, emphasis in original). 

When people ask you to prove that God exist, in truth they are asking whether God 
knows they exist. 

“I believe the hard-hearted, most cross-grained and most unloving Christians in all the 
world are those who have not had much trouble in their life. And those that are the most 
sympathizing, loving and Christlike are generally those who have the most affliction. The 
worse thing that can happen to any of us is to have a path made too smooth. One of the 

greatest blessings the Lord ever gave us was a cross” (Charles Spurgeon). 

“The elders should not lord it over the church; neither should the church lord it over the 
elders” (R. L. Whiteside). 

“If you don’t like something, change it. If you can’t change it, change your attitude. Don’t 
complain” (Maya Angelou). 

“Our dilemma is that we hate change and love it at the same time; what we really want is 
for things to remain the same but get better” (Sydney J. Harris). 

Praying According to the Bible

Numbers 27.15–17 
Ask God to set men over your congrega-

tion, “who may go out before them and go 
in before them, who may lead them out and 
bring them in, that the congregation of the 

LORD may not be like sheep which have no 
shepherd.”

Deuteronomy 3.23–25 
Remember past prayers to which God has 
answered “no.” Realize that “no” to that 

prayer does not mean that God has rejected 
you.

Deuteronomy 9.20, 26–29 
Intercede for someone who has sinned, that 
God forgive the person or people for whom 
you are interceding and that He not destroy 

them.

Deuteronomy 21.8 
Ask God that sin not be charged against us 

when we are indeed innocent.

Deuteronomy 26.5–10 
During the collection in the worship as-

sembly, in your own private prayer, remem-
ber what you used to be, and how God has 
answered your past prayers. Then express to 
Him that you are offering to Him the first 

fruits of what He has given to you.

“To the distinguished 
character of Patriot, it should 
be our highest glory to add 

the more distinguished 
character of Christian.” 

(George Washington, May 2, 1778)
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The peace of God empowers you 
to see clearly in the midst of every 

challenge.

“Now may the Lord of peace Himself 
give you peace always in every way. 

The Lord be with you all.” 
(Second Thessalonians 3.16).
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Reprinted with permission of World Video Bible School – http://wvbs.org/posters.cfm



The Bible Meditator Page 28 July AD 2010

By Don 
Ruhl 

Why do we like sto-
ries about people going 
from bondage to free-
dom? We like before and 
after stories. We like to 
see someone’s transfor-
mation. We like to see 
the underdog win. The 
Book of Exodus shows 
the story of Israel before 
and after, going through 
a transformation, and they were the underdogs 
who won. 

The Book of Exodus is the narration of 
Israel’s freedom from bondage. Exodus picks 
up where Genesis leaves off, although Exodus 
picks up the story many years later. 

Genesis shows the family of Israel in lov-
ing harmony with itself and in peace with the 
Egyptians. Exodus shows Israel still in Egypt, 
but things changed for Israel as the Egyptians 
forgot the blessing of Israel and began to see 
them as a possible curse (Exo 1.8–14). 

When people read 
the exodus of Israel out 
of Egypt, they see op-
pression, exile, libera-
tion, and a journey to 
something wonderful, 
and they identify with 
those themes. Peoples 
often make the story 
their own. 

Michael Walzer, 
one of America’s leading 
political philosophers, 
has said of Exodus, it is 
a “classic narrative, with 
beginning, a middle, and 

an end: problem, struggle, resolution—Egypt, 
the wilderness, the Promised Land.” 

Look at it this way: 

Beginning, Middle, End 
Problem, Struggle, Resolution 
Egypt, Wilderness, Promise Land 

Rather than just a journey of adventure, 
Exodus shows the true story of a march toward 
a goal and the struggles of a people being trans-
formed from slavery to freedom. 

Many people have seen in Exodus their 
own story. America’s forefathers saw their new 
nation as God’s new Israel and used many bib-
lical terms to refer to our land and nation, also 
seeing King George III as a British Pharaoh. 
America’s own slaves and those who suffered at 
the hands of the Nazi’s and communists saw 
their struggles in Exodus-like 
ways. 

Moses 
The narration of Isra-

el’s release from bondage 
and subsequent struggle 
with freedom cannot be 
separated from the figure of 
Moses. We first see him as 
a helpless baby threatened 
with extinction, but his 
parents, following God’s 
directions, saved him by 
losing him, placing him in 
a basket and putting him in 
the river. Oddly enough the 
oppressor of the Israelites, 
Pharaoh and his family, 
saved Moses from the river 

and then used the mother of Moses to nurse 
him and bring him up for a short time before 
he lived in the household of Pharaoh as an 
Egyptian (Exo 2.1–10). 

Then he killed an Egyptian who was beat-
ing an Israelite and when Moses knew that 
Pharaoh learned of what happened, Moses fled 

far away and started his own 
family. 

The Burning 
Bush 

After 40 years of liv-
ing in Midian, God called 
Moses to deliver Israel out 
of Egypt, but God used a 
most unusual method of 
calling Moses, appearing in 
a burning bush, although 
the bush was not consumed 
(Exo 3.1–10). 

Why do you think 
the Lord choose to reveal 
Himself to Moses this way? 
Does Deuteronomy 4.20 
provide insight? “But the 

The Bible In
Our World

Lesson 7

From Slavery to Freedom 

Michael Walzer
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LORD has taken you and brought you out of the iron furnace, out of Egypt, to be His people, 
an inheritance, as you are this day” (Deu 4.20). Was there a connection between Israel being 
in a furnace and the Lord revealing Himself in fire? 

We would expect that if God would use a plant to show Himself, He would use a redwood 
tree or something spectacular, but God can be anywhere, often in the places where we least 
expect Him. As one poet wrote, 

Earth’s crammed with heaven, 
And every common bush afire with God: 
But only he who sees, takes off his shoes, 
The rest sit round it, and pluck blackberries, 
And daub their natural faces unaware. 
(Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Aurora Leigh) 

What did she mean? All of creation testifies of God’s presence, but few even notice, the 
rest just use creation for their own purposes. 

Israel did not have the experience of seeing the burning bush. Therefore, Moses knew that 
when he approached the Israelites, they would want some credentials and proof that he had 
arrived to deliver Israel. God gave Moses an answer that summed up God’s identity, saying, “I 
AM WHO I AM” (Exo 3.13–15). 

God used a verb, not a noun, to depict Himself. Why did He do that? We cannot compre-
hend His substance or His essence, but we can see His actions or hear His words. ✞

Elizabeth Barrett Browning 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning was the niece of Sarah Barrett Mouton, who was the subject of the painting, “The Pinkie” 
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How do these compare with the New Testament? Revelation (its final book) was 
written by AD 96. A span of only 250 years brings us to AD 350, the date of the 

widely accepted Bible codices. In addition, we have 4000 papyrus fragments written 
from AD 130 to AD 250. This puts us within 30 to 150 years of the book of Revelation. 
Further, practically from the time John penned the original autograph, early “church 

fathers” began quoting the New Testament (AD 90 to AD 160), and we have their 
writings.

There are literally thousands more copies of Sacred Scriptures which enable 
comparison, and give us assurance of a more accurate text for the New Testament, 
than there is of any text of Shakespeare. Jesus said, “My words shall not pass away” 

(Matthew 24.35). 

Yes, absolutely.
While we do not have an original copy of the Bible, it has been 

faithfully handed down from one generation to another.
Just as the writings of Shakespeare can be reproduced by comparing 

the many and varied copies of that author’s work, so we can verify the 
Bible by comparing its manuscripts and translations. In fact, there are 
far more serious discrepancies among other works than among Bible 

manuscripts.
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Compare the span of time and the number of manuscripts of the sacred text with other ancient writings:

New Testament, Especially 
Revelation 

30–150 Years
1000s manuscripts 

Caesar’s Gallic War 
900 Years

10 manuscripts 

The ancient classical history of Caesar’s Gallic War was composed 
about 58–50 BC with the oldest known manuscript dating to about 
AD 850. Thus a gap of 900 years exists between composition and 

copies. Only ten manuscripts of the history are known. Yet all 
scholars accept these as reliable history.

Roman History Livy 
300 Years

35 manuscripts 

History of Thycydides 
1300 Years

8 manuscripts 

The History of Thycydides, written 460– 400 BC, is reproduced from only eight manuscripts which were 
produced 1300 hundred years later (AD 900). Again, it is not disputed.

History of Herodotus 
1300 Years

8 manuscripts 
The History of Herodotus (450–425 BC) is translated from only eight copies which were made from the 

original 1300 years later—about AD 900. It is accepted without question.

Can One Rely on the Bible? By Flavil Nichols 

The Roman History of Livy was written between 59 BC to AD 17, but its oldest known 
manuscripts were made about AD 300. Only 35 copies are known to exist. Yet it is 

accepted without question.
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�y soul melts from heaviness;
�trengthen me according to �our word.

(�salm 119.28)

“Desperate Hope” by hidesy on iStockphoto.com


