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I found an article in the bulletin of the Galt, California Church 
of Christ where Dan Morris preaches. He did not write the article, 
but borrowed it from the bulletin of the Boulevard Church in 
Las Vegas. Whether Randy Mabe wrote it, I do not know. I also 
am borrowing it here. I will present a point, which was written 
tongue-in-cheek, and then show what the Bible teaches. 

Self 
THINK AND TALK ABOUT YOURSELF AS MUCH AS 

POSSIBLE

In every conversation, use “I,” “me,” and “my” 
as often as possible. Center all your thoughts on your 
own interests, and whatever you do, do not become 
interested in or concerned about others. Talk about 
your trouble to everyone you see. It will not be long 
before no one will talk (or listen) to you, and then 
you can really be miserable (Romans 15:1-2). 

The Bible says: 

We then who are strong ought to bear with the 
scruples of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 
Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, 
leading to edification (Ro. 15:1, 2). 

Money 
MEASURE YOUR HAPPINESS BY THE 

AMOUNT OF MONEY OR POSSESSIONS 
YOU OWN

If the first suggestion does not sound good to you, 
then this one will work. Compare what you have (or 
do not have) with everyone you know. Determine to 
have more or better than your neighbors, and resolve 
not to be satisfied until you are successful. Of course, 
by then your neighbors will have something new, and you can start 
all over (Heb. 13:5; Luke 12:15).

The Bible says: 

Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with 
such things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never 
leave you nor forsake you” (He. 13:5). 

And He said to them, “Take heed and beware of covetousness, 
for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he 
possesses” (Lk. 12:15). 

Other’s Success 
BE SUSPICIOUS AND JEALOUS OF EVERYONE 

Do not trust anyone, especially anyone who might be in compe-
tition with you. When another person receives an honor, explain to 
everyone that you could have done better if you had just tried. To be 

really miserable, you must envy everyone else their success and their 
happiness. That makes sense, does it not? (Romans 12:10-16). 

The Bible says: 

Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in 
honor giving preference to one another; not lagging in diligence, 
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, patient in 
tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; distributing to 
the needs of the saints, given to hospitality. Bless those who 

persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, and weep with those who weep. Be of the same mind 
toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but 
associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion 
(Ro. 12:10–16). 

Words 
BE SENSITIVE, EASILY OFFENDED, AND IMPOSSIBLE TO 

BE COMFORTED

Make everyone walk on eggshells around you for 
fear of offending you. Make it clear to all you know 
that you will not take anything off anybody. Look for 
insults in the comments of others, even when none are 
intended. And then return the insults, humiliating 
everyone who speaks to you. 

The Bible says: 

Also do not take to heart everything people say, 
Lest you hear your servant cursing you. 
For many times, also, your own heart has 
known 
That even you have cursed others. 
(Ec. 7:21, 22). 

Memory 
NEVER FORGET A CRITICISM OR 
ANOTHER PERSON’S MISTAKES

If you want to be miserable you must have a 
good memory. When someone has criticized you—or 
even if you think they have—do not ever forget it 
or let them forget it. And anytime anyone makes a 
mistake, mark it down and periodically remind them 
of their blunder. As they say, misery loves company 

(Phil. 2:2-4; Col. 3:12-14).

The Bible says: 

fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, 
being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not 
only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others 

Are you miserable 
most of the time? Do 

you know that you 
are probably making 
yourself miserable? 

By Don Ruhl
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Meditating on Scripture Daily
Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

�omans 
June 1 

Ro. 15:5, 6 Like-Minded
Paul is winding down his argument that he has been making 

since 12:1. Can you see where he is going?
5, 6 Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you 

to be like-minded toward one another… Notice that he used 
“patience” and “comfort” from the preceding verse. God is patient 
and comforting toward us. What should these lead us to do? We 
should be the same way toward one another. This is according to 
whose mind? It is according to Christ Jesus. Just think of how He 
treated people and how He has treated you. Then imitate Him. 
If we think that way, it will prevent battles between the weaker 
and the stronger brother. If we become like-minded, what shall 
we do with one mind and one mouth? Paul said we will glorify 
God. How does our oneness glorify God? It does in the following 
way. The world cannot get along with one another. They each 
insist on having their own ways. Therefore, when we follow the 
rule of Christ by our good works toward one another, people in 
the world and in the church will glorify God. These things all 

being true, listen to what Paul said next in verse 7. 

June 2 

Ro. 15:7 The Point of Chapters 12–16
What is Paul’s grand conclusion?
7 Therefore receive one another… This is the pivotal verse, 

the highlight of the last five chapters of the Book of Romans. 
Here the apostle brought together the teaching of Romans 1–11 
and the teaching of Romans 12–15. It is summarized as: Receive 
one another. What good is the teaching of 1:1–15:6, if we do 
not receive one another? If we do not receive one another, then 
we have not learned anything about how God has received us. 
How should we receive one another? Paul said for us to receive 
one another just as Christ received us. How has Christ received 
us? He received us freely, although we had been His enemies 
and very unlovable, at least in the eyes of the world, and it is all 
for the glory of God. 

Abounding in Hope

What the God of hope does for us

Romans 15:8–13

June 3 

Ro. 15:8, 9a Glorify God 
This section is a final explanation of Paul’s conclusion in 

15:7. Starting at verse 14 to the end of the Letter to the Romans, 
Paul no longer argues, but addresses personal matters, although 
it contains teaching. 

Why did Jesus become a servant?
8, 9a Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a servant 

to… To whom is Jesus Christ a servant? He is a servant to the 
circumcision. Think of it: Jesus Christ a servant to man! Yet, that 
does not mean that we are the masters of Jesus Christ, rather He 
serves us at the command of God, who truly rules over Jesus. 
His service to the circumcision is for what? It is for the truth of 
God. What in particular of the truth of God? Jesus is servant to 
confirm the promises made to the fathers and that the Gentiles 
might glorify God for His mercy. With verses 8 and 9a, Paul 
here made a connection with all his preceding teaching. 

June 4 

�editating on 
�he �etter to the �omans 

and 
�salm 44 
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Ro. 15:9b–12 Gentiles in OT
What do all these Old Testament quotations demon-

strate?
9b–12 …“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people!”… There 

is no doubt that Jesus is for the Jew, but Paul argued that Jesus 
is also for the Gentiles. Therefore, both groups need to accept 
one another. He reached that conclusion in 15:7, which we have 
noticed since chapter 14 includes brethren with whom we have 
differences of opinion. As one final argument to establish the 
culmination of his argument, Paul quoted a series of Old Testa-
ment passages. Notice the quotes in verses 10 and 11, that they 
have the Jews and the Gentiles together rejoicing and praising 
God. This whole acceptance of both Jews and Gentiles by means 
of the Gospel is what started Paul on his dissertation, which was 
this, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the 
power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the 
Jew first and also for the Greek (Ro. 1:16). 

June 5 

Ro. 15:13 Hope
How do we have all joy and peace?
13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all… What was 

the last thing that Paul or that Isaiah said? The fact that in the 
Lord the Gentiles shall hope. Therefore, Paul took that teach-
ing and wished for the brethren that the God of hope might fill 
them with spiritual blessings. With what does the God of hope 
fill us? He fills us with joy and peace as we believe. If we have 
all joy and peace, these make us to abound in more hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Here again is hope. Without the 
mercy of God, do we have hope? No, but with God we have all 
hope. Why is hope significant? With hope we keep pressing on 
even when a situation seems “hopeless.” 

Seeking the Lost

Paul purposed to preach where no 
preacher had gone before

Romans 15:14–21

June 6 

Ro. 15:14 Confidence in Brethren
Of what was Paul confident in the brethren?
14 Now I myself am confident concerning you, my breth-

ren… Paul’s purpose in ministering to the church was to make 

it better. His goal was not to tear down. As he wrote to the 
Corinthians, “For even if I should boast somewhat more about 
our authority, which the Lord gave us for edification and not 
for your destruction, I shall not be ashamed… (2Co. 10:8). 
Therefore, he had confidence in the brethren, wanting to believe 
the best about them. Paul was confident of the brethren in what 
three things? 

• That they were full of goodness 
• That they were filled with all knowledge 
• That they were able to admonish one another 

Consider some other translations of Romans 15:14, “And 
I myself am certain of you, brothers, that you are full of what is 
good, complete in all knowledge, able to give direction to one 
another” (BBE). “But as to you, brethren, I am convinced—yes, 
I Paul am convinced—that, even apart from my teaching, you 
are already full of goodness of heart, and enriched with complete 
Christian knowledge, and are also competent to instruct one 
another” (WEYMTH). 

June 7 

Ro. 15:15, 16 Acceptable
Why did God give grace to Paul?
15, 16 Nevertheless, brethren, I have written more boldly 

to you on some points, as reminding you, because of… On 
what points did Paul write more boldly? They were things on 
which they needed reminding. To answer the question, figure 
out what the main point is of these two verses. His main point 
was that he was a minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles. This 
is why Paul was not ashamed of the Gospel, because it was for 
everyone’s salvation, including the Gentiles. Was the inclusion 
of the Gentiles Paul’s idea or a manifestation of the grace of 
God? Paul stressed in verse 15 that this is God’s idea. Why did 
the Gentiles, according to the second half of verse 16, need the 
gospel of God? It was to make them as an offering acceptable 
to God. What does the gospel do? It makes the offering of the 
Gentiles acceptable. Who sanctifies the offering of the Gentiles? 
The Holy Spirit works to make their offering acceptable. 

June 8 

Ro. 15:17–19 Glory in Christ
In what does Paul glory?
17–19 Therefore I have reason to glory in Christ Jesus in the 

things which pertain to God… Paul gloried in Christ Jesus in 
all the things that pertain to God. What are those things? They 
are the things he listed in verses 15 and 16. Paul did not speak 

of what things? He would not speak of things that Christ had 
not accomplished through Paul, because his life was all about 
Jesus and giving Him the glory. What was he doing to make the 
Gentiles obedient? He did things in word and deed, that is, he 
so taught and so worked among the Gentiles that they would 
be moved to obey the Lord. What were the deeds that he did? 
He did mighty signs and wonders. How did he do them? He 
did them by the power of the Spirit of God. While we cannot 
work miracles, what can we do to get people’s attention? We 
can show them something that is far greater than miracles and 
that is we can show them love. Where did Paul fully preach the 
gospel of Christ? Because of what Paul said in verses 17–19, he 
then explained himself further in verses 20 and 21. 

June 9 

Ro. 15:20, 21 Seeking the Lost
What was Paul’s aim?
20, 21 And so I have made it my aim to preach the gospel, 

not where Christ was named… Why was it Paul’s aim to preach 
where Christ was not already named? Yes, he wanted to go to 
new places, where people had not yet heard of Jesus, not because 
Paul liked a new adventure, but as a preacher and an apostle his 
work was to make known the good news that is found in Jesus 
Christ. Can we preach where Christ is already named? Yes, we 
can because everyone needs to hear about Jesus as much as is 
possible. Then Paul quoted the Old Testament to show that it 
prophesied of the work of the apostles. 

Paul’s Desire to See the Brethren

What drove this man to love the 
brethren?

Romans 15:22–29

June 10 

Ro. 15:22–24 Seeing Brethren
Why would Paul pass through Rome?
22–24 For this reason I also have been much hindered from 

coming to you… This was how Paul began the letter. In 1:8–15, 
he spoke of his desire to go to Rome, prompted by his desire to 
preach in Rome that he might have fruit among the Gentiles in 
Rome. This is then what launched his dissertation on the Gospel 
of Christ. Then he ended the letter still expressing the desire to 
go to Rome for the same reason, because this man was all about 
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the Gospel of Christ. Paul may have written this Letter to the 
Romans from Corinth. It is amazing that in that area, and the rest 
of the eastern Mediterranean world, the church, her preachers, 
and members had preached the Gospel of Christ to everyone 
in that area! Paul intended to go to Rome on his way to what 
place? What did he want the brethren to do for him? 

June 11 

Ro. 15:25–27 Indebt
Who is indebt?
25–27 But now I am going to Jerusalem to minister to the 

saints… Before he headed for Spain, where did he plan to go? 
Why was he going to Jerusalem? Notice that Greeks desired to 
make a contribution to Jews. Those people understood the mes-
sage of the Gospel of Christ, that it is for all people, and that we 
cannot only be concerned with the folks at home, but we have 
to think globally. Why did Paul say it was good for Gentiles 
to contribute to these Jews? It is right to help materially those 
who have helped us spiritually. This is part of the foundation 
for giving something to preachers. Interestingly, Paul wanted 
to minister to the saints personally. McGee wrote, “He wanted 
to go to Jerusalem to take a gift to the poor saints there, and he 
wanted to take it with his own hands. Why? Because with his 
own hands he had ‘wasted’ the church at Jerusalem; he had led 
in the persecution of the believers in Jerusalem. Now it was in 
the heart of this great apostle to make up for that by taking a 
gift to them” (McGee, p. 752). 

June 12 

Ro. 15:28 On to Spain
What would Paul be doing in Jerusalem?
28 Therefore, when I have performed this… Paul organized. 

Paul prioritized. Paul spiritualized. Bearing fruit for Jesus moved 
Paul in all that he did. We do not know whether he ever made 
it to Spain, but there is no denying his desire to go there, and if 
he had known of any other lands, he would have purposed to go 
there also, including crossing the Atlantic. As long as God allowed 
the man to live, he would go wherever he could go. God, give us 
all the spirit of Paul and give us more people like him. 

June 13 

Ro. 15:29 Fullness
How shall Paul go to Rome?
29 But I know that when I come to you, I shall come in… 

How would Paul arrive in Rome? He was right that he would go 
in the fullness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ, because he 

went to Rome as a prisoner for preaching the Gospel of Christ. 
Paul was certainly not happy to be a prisoner, yet, he was going 
to Rome, which made him happy, because then he was in the 
capitol of the empire, which would only help in spreading the 
message of the good news. 

Praying for Acceptance

Compare your prayers to Paul’s in this 
passage

Romans 15:30–33

June 14 

Ro. 15:30–32 Paul’s Prayer
For what did Paul beg from the brethren?
30–32 Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and through the love of the Spirit, that you strive together… Paul 
begged the brethren through whom? He begged them through 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and he begged them through the love of 
the Spirit, because everything in the church and in our personal 
lives revolves around the Lord and the Spirit. What were Paul’s 
specific prayer requests? 

• That they would strive together with him in prayers to 
God for him 

• That he would be delivered from unbelieving Jews in 
Judea 

• That his service for Jerusalem would be acceptable to the 
saints 

• That he would go to Rome with joy by the will of God 
• That he would be refreshed together with the Roman 

Christians 

Please compare the nature of Paul’s request with the requests 
that you make in prayer. Often our prayers can be summarized 
as the sick and the travelers. Pray for those things, but also make 
your prayers of a spiritual nature, as were Paul’s prayers. 

June 15 

Ro. 15:33 A Wish
What was Paul’s wish for the brethren?
33 Now the God of peace be with you all… Why do you 

think Paul wanted the God of peace to be with the brethren in 
Rome? Remember again the two major themes of the Book of 

Romans, which are the mercy that God has shown us and the 
mercy that we are to show one another. If we receive God’s mercy 
and show mercy to others, then we shall have peace. Peace with 
one another is crucial because the world will be at war with us. 
Therefore, we need peace in the church. Paul finished that state-
ment of the God of peace being with all the brethren by saying, 
“Amen.” Notice the times that Paul says “amen” in this letter: 

Ro. 1:25
Ro. 9:5 
Ro. 11:36 
Ro. 15:33 
Ro. 16:20 
Ro. 16:24 
Ro. 16:27 

Greet One Another

Let the love flow from our lips that we may 
greet one another

June 16 

Romans 16:1–16
In the church it is a small world. You can go anywhere in 

the world and find brethren who know people you know. This 
happened in the last chapter of the Book of Romans. 

In this section, Paul set an example of greeting brethren, 
and commanding that it be done. What do you think of people 
greeting you? Do you greet your brethren? 

June 17 

Ro. 16:1, 2 How to Receive
What was Paul’s personal opinion of Phoebe?
1, 2 I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a servant 

of the church in Cenchrea… Why was Paul able to commend 
Phoebe to the church in Rome? 

• She was a sister in Christ. 
• She was a servant of the church. 

What were the saints in Rome to do with her? They were 
to receive her as one who was in the Lord, and in a manner 
that saints should receive such. What exactly is “in a manner 
worthy of the saints”? They were to remember that she was a 
holy one (the meaning of “saint”) and to treat her as such. They 
were to assist her in whatever business she had need of them. 
What further reason(s) did Paul give for helping Phoebe? She 
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was a woman helped other people, especially Paul. Therefore, 
the church was to pay her back, so to speak, and not to think 
that she was trying to get something for free. We all need help 
in something at sometime or another. Some people receive that 
help; some do not receive it. It is good to look to yourself and 
see if you have been like Phoebe, already helping people so that 
when it is time for you to have help, people will give it. If people 
will not, check your life history and see if you have a record of 
helping people. 

June 18 

Ro. 16:3–5a Risking Lives
What were Priscilla and Aquila willing to do for Paul?
3–5a Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in 

Christ Jesus… Are we willing to risk our lives for our brethren? 
We have to be wiling to stand with our brethren when they are 
persecuted. As Paul told Timothy, “Therefore do not be ashamed 
of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share 
with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of 
God…The Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, 
for he often refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain (2Ti. 
1:8, 16). The writers of the Book of Hebrews said, “But recall the 
former days in which, after you were illuminated, you endured 
a great struggle with sufferings: partly while you were made a 
spectacle both by reproaches and tribulations, and partly while 
you became companions of those who were so treated; for you 
had compassion on me in my chains, and joyfully accepted the 
plundering of your goods, knowing that you have a better and an 
enduring possession for yourselves in heaven” (He. 10:32–34). 
What were Priscilla and Aquila to Paul? What did Paul and the 
churches of the Gentiles give to this couple? 

June 19 

Ro. 16:5b–15 Comments
Notice that with each greeting, Paul had a comment.
5b–15 Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits 

of Achaia to Christ… Why do you think Paul had a comment 
about each brother or sister? Did not these brethren have 
short-comings that prevented Paul from making approving 
comments? Were these brethren all perfect? How was it that he 
was able to say good things about brethren? Are you able to say 
good things about your brothers and sisters in Christ, or can 
you only think of their bad traits? Try to think of good things 
to say about them and see if it alters your attitude toward your 
fellow disciples of Christ. 

June 20 

Ro. 16:16 Greet One Another
16 Greet one another with a holy kiss… Let individual 

members greet one another. Let the church greet other churches 
and members. What should be the nature of our greeting? We 
should be holy in our greetings toward one another. Start to 
make it a point of greeting all the members of the church when 
you see them and make it a holy greeting. 

Seek Peace, Not Division

Let us fight for unity!

June 21 

Romans 16:17–20
Paul’s Letter to the Romans has been all about love and ac-

ceptance. Yet, there are some who will not receive that message, 
but will cause division. They are offensive in their behavior, and 
they do not care; they do not care how it affects others, because 
they just want others to know what they think. Truly, “A fool 
vents all his feelings, but a wise man holds them back” (Pr. 
29:11). Again, “A fool has no delight in understanding, but in 
expressing his own heart” (Pr. 18:2). If these pharisaic members 
of the church find something unacceptable in people, they cut 
them off. This is against the Spirit of Jesus Christ, which is what 
we have observed in Romans. If they will not repent, action 
must be taken against them. If it is division that they want, it is 
division that they shall have. 

June 22 

Ro. 16:17–19 Avoid Troublemakers
Division and offensive behavior is contrary to what doc-

trine?
17–19 Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause 

divisions and offenses… What must we do to those who cause 
divisions and offenses? Note them and avoid them. Their di-
visive and offensive behavior is contrary to the doctrine that 
the Romans learned. That divisive and offensive behavior Paul 
refuted in the Roman Letter. We cannot divide along racial, or 
national, or other lines not stated in Scripture, which has been 
the main point of the Letter to the Romans. What offensive 
behavior did he teach against? Remember especially chapters 14 
and 15. Do the troublemakers serve Christ? If they do not serve 
Christ, whom or what do they serve? Nail it down, troublemak-
ers are selfish and self-centered people who are more interested 
in their personal well-being than the well-being of the church. 
What tactics do troublemakers use? They use smooth words and 

flattering speech. Upon whom do they use these tactics? They 
use them on those who are not aware that they are being used. 
Verse 19 reveals why Paul commanded what is to be done with 
troublemakers. 

• First, what of the Romans had become known to all 
people? 

• Second, what was Paul’s reaction to their obedience? 
• Finally, what did he want for them? 

Compare also First Corinthians 14:20, “Brethren, do not 
be children in understanding; however, in malice be babes, but 
in understanding be mature.” 

June 23 

Ro. 16:20 Peace
How would God bring peace?
20 And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet 

shortly… Crushing Satan is reminiscent of what? Read Genesis 
3:15. It is interesting that Paul used the imagery from Genesis 
3 to picture what God will do to our enemy Satan. He has been 
tormenting God’s people for a long time, but God will avenge 
us. Notice that God would crush Satan, not under God’s feet, 
but under the feet of the Roman Christians. What do you think 
is the meaning of this? It seems that God would use the Roman 
Christians somehow to defeat Satan in that city. Does this refer 
to the fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy in chapter 2 of his book? 
That is, of the bringing down of the Roman Empire and the 
exaltation of God’s Empire. It is not just that they would crush 
Satan, but what would be with them? They would have the grace 
of Christ. The peace and grace of this passage is in contrast to 
the troublemakers. 

More Greetings

The people who would work with Paul

June 24 

Romans 16:21–24
In verses 1–16, Paul sent greetings to people in Rome. 

Here, people with Paul sent their greetings to the church in 
Rome. Paul is always in our minds, but without many other 
people involved we would not have the Roman Letter. Another 
man actually wrote it down. Another man gave Paul a place to 
live and work. A woman took the letter and delivered it to the 
church in Rome. 
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June 25 

Ro. 16:21 Workers and Amanuensis and 
Others

21–23 Timothy, my fellow worker… Dictation was not an 
unusual form of letter writing. This is the only thing we know of 
this man. Paul may have used an amanuensis because of his eye 
problem. 23 Gaius, my host and the host of the whole church, 
greets you. Erastus, the treasurer of the city, greets you, and 
Quartus, a brother (Ro. 16:23). There was a Gaius in Corinth 
(1Co. 1:14), which may lead us to believe that the Roman Let-
ter was written from there. Paul was staying with this brother, 
and it appears that the church met in his home or business or 
something that he owned. What was the occupation of Erastus? 
There is nothing wrong with working for the government. Why 
did Paul mention that Quartus was a brother? Perhaps he was 
well-known in the Roman Empire, and Paul wanted the brethren 
to know that this man had converted to Christ. Or it might be 
that this is simply the first thing that came to Paul’s mind when 
he thought of Quartus. This might be the case with others that 
he mentioned. 

June 26 

Ro. 16:24 Grace
24 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ… Why did Paul re-

peat this, having already said it in verse 20? Here he adds “all,” 
perhaps emphasizing that he wanted this to be for everyone, and 
wanted them to understand it as such. Both Jew and Gentile are 
included. 

All these brethren who sent their greetings in the Roman 
Letter, obviously knew that Paul was writing this Letter. Did 
they understand that this was Scripture that he was writing? Did 
they understand that their greetings would be immortalized? 
This closing chapter also shows that Paul worked with people. 
He was not a disagreeable man, but did what he could to build 
friendships. Moreover, he practiced what he preached. In this 
Letter, he revealed that Jews and Gentiles are to be together. This 
greeting included people from both groups. 

To God

What more shall we say than that all is to 
God?

June 27 

Romans 16:25–27
This is a glorious end to a glorious letter. 
What as the point of Paul’s closing words?
25–27 Now to Him who is able to establish you according to 

my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ… What is to God? 
All glory and all obedience go to God. Everything that Paul has 
written about, go to God. What is God able to do? 

• He can establish you according to the preaching of Jesus 
Christ. 

• He can establish you according to the revelation of the 
mystery kept secret. 

How long had this mystery been kept secret? What Paul 
revealed in the Roman Letter had been kept secret from the very 
beginning. When you read Genesis 1:1, the whole plan was already 
in place, but God kept it secret, only revealing parts here and there 
to various prophets, until Jesus entered the world and then all 
was fulfilled. How was it all made known? It is in the Scriptures 
that we learn of all things. To whom was it made known? God 
wants every nation to know about these things. Paul said that 
God can establish you according to the commandment of the 
everlasting God. What is all this establishment for? God wants 
us to obey the faith. Paul ends with a glorification of whom? He 
glorified God through Jesus Christ. May our lives do the same, 
glorifying God in all that we do. What reason did Paul give in 
verse 27 for glorifying God? He is the only wise one. How long 
does the glorification through Christ last? Therefore, never stop 
glorifying God! 

Psalm 44 
June 28 

Is God for Us Or for Our Enemies?

When do you do when it seems that God is 
against you and for your enemies?

We are the sons and daughters of the God of heaven and 
earth! This is our Father’s world! Therefore, we should not lack 
one good thing. The secularists should be losing ground and 
we should be gaining ground. This is what has happened in the 
past. Yet, things are not that way now. What shall we do? What 
is wrong? Psalm 44 is just the answer. The sons of Korah ques-
tioned the same things. Their generation was losing ground, but 
their fathers had done quite well. Their fathers trusted in God. 

The generation of the sons of Korah trusted in God. Therefore, 
should not the results be the same? Why did the fathers prosper, 
but their generation suffer? They concluded that they would 
trust God anyway. 

June 29 

Psalm 44
The preface to the psalm reads, “To the Chief Musician. A 

Contemplation of the sons of Korah.” The sons of Korah? Did they 
not die along with their father? Exodus 6 reveals the names of the 
three sons of Korah, “And the sons of Korah were Assir, Elkanah, 
and Abiasaph. These are the families of the Korahites” (Ex. 6:24). 
A clear distinction is made in the Book of Numbers that it was 
Korah alone and the other men with their households who stood 
with Korah against Moses, “So they got away from around the 
tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram; and Dathan and Abiram 
came out and stood at the door of their tents, with their wives, 
their sons, and their little children” (Nu. 16:27). “…and the earth 
opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their households 
and all the men with Korah, with all their goods” (Nu. 16:32). 
Numbers 26 is explicit, “Nevertheless the children of Korah did 
not die” (Nu. 26:11). First Chronicles 6 lists the sons of Korah 
as among the other musicians whom David appointed. 

June 30 

Ps. 44:1–3 What God Did for Our Fathers
1–3 We have heard with our ears, O God… The sons of 

Korah were excited as their fathers told the stories of their his-
tory, showing with great story-telling skills the wonderful works 
of God. God give us fathers who will teach their children and 
their grandchildren the magnificent truths of the Bible. God give 
us fathers in the church who will teach these things. God give us 
men who will lead us as men in the past did! God drove out the 
nations of Canaan and planted Israel. This was a great feat, because 
the Canaanites were mighty. They were so large that the 12 spies 
Moses sent into the land felt like grasshoppers in the presence of 
the Canaanites. Goliath and his family were no doubt holdovers 
of those previous generations. Yes, Israel fought, but it was God 
fighting through them. Consider Jericho. Before Israel entered 
the city and conquered it, the Lord had them march around the 
city. When they shouted, He brought down the walls. Joshua 
10 shows the time that Israel needed more time to defeat the 
Amorites, so God stopped the sun and the moon. He stopped 
the earth from spinning that they might have the needed daylight 
to win the battle. The sons of Korah understood properly that 
their might was not in their military, but in their righteousness, 
even as it is with us. ✞
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Continued from page 2

(Ph. 2:2–4). 

Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on 
tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 
bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone 
has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so 
you also must do. But above all these things put on love, which 
is the bond of perfection (Co. 3:12–14). 

Expectations 
THINK THE WORST ABOUT EVERYONE

If a rumor begins about someone else, tell those you see that you 
suspected it all along. Expect the worst from others and you will usually 
get it. If possible, reach the worst possible conclusion from seeing the 
deeds of others. If an action could have been motivated by greed or 
envy assume that it is—then tell everybody (Mark 2:14-28).

The Bible says: 

As He passed by, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting 
at the tax office. And He said to him, “Follow Me.” So he arose 
and followed Him. Now it happened, as He was dining in Levi’s 
house, that many tax collectors and sinners also sat together with 
Jesus and His disciples; for there were many, and they followed 
Him. And when the scribes and Pharisees saw Him eating with 
the tax collectors and sinners, they said to His disciples, “How is 
it that He eats and drinks with tax collectors and sinners?” When 
Jesus heard it, He said to them, “Those who are well have no need 
of a physician, but those who are sick. I did not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners, to repentance.” The disciples of John and 
of the Pharisees were fasting. Then they came and said to Him, 
“Why do the disciples of John and of the Pharisees fast, but Your 
disciples do not fast?” And Jesus said to them, “Can the friends 
of the bridegroom fast while the bridegroom is with them? As 
long as they have the bridegroom with them they cannot fast. 
But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away 
from them, and then they will fast in those days. No one sews 
a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; or else the new 
piece pulls away from the old, and the tear is made worse. And 
no one puts new wine into old wineskins; or else the new wine 
bursts the wineskins, the wine is spilled, and the wineskins are 
ruined. But new wine must be put into new wineskins.” Now it 
happened that He went through the grainfields on the Sabbath; 
and as they went His disciples began to pluck the heads of grain. 
And the Pharisees said to Him, “Look, why do they do what is 
not lawful on the Sabbath?” But He said to them, “Have you 

never read what David did when he was in need and hungry, he 
and those with him: how he went into the house of God in the 
days of Abiathar the high priest, and ate the showbread, which 
is not lawful to eat except for the priests, and also gave some to 
those who were with him?” And He said to them, “The Sabbath 
was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath. Therefore the 
Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath” (Mk. 2:14–28). 

Opinions 
DEMAND AGREEMENT WITH YOUR OPINIONS

Make sure everyone knows of your opinions, and then show hurt 
and disappointment when others disagree. Of course, you must make 
sure everyone knows that your superior wisdom and insight demands 
acceptance of your conclusions (3 John 9-11).

The Bible says: 

I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to have 
the preeminence among them, does not receive us. Therefore, if I 
come, I will call to mind his deeds which he does, prating against 
us with malicious words. And not content with that, he himself 
does not receive the brethren, and forbids those who wish to, 
putting them out of the church. Beloved, do not imitate what is 
evil, but what is good. He who does good is of God, but he who 
does evil has not seen God (3 Jh. 9–11). 

Good Works 
NEVER FORGET A GOOD DEED YOU HAVE DONE

Be proud of your occasional charitable acts, and if people do 
not know about them—tell them. Sulk and pout if others do not go 
on and on about your goodness and righteousness, while showing the 
appropriate gratitude (Matt. 6:1–4).

The Bible says:  

“Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before 
men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from 
your Father in heaven. Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, 
do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from 
men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. But when 
you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing, that your charitable deed may be in 
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward 
you openly (Mt. 6:1–4). 

Responsibilities 
SHIRK YOUR DUTIES WHENEVER YOU CAN

Let others know that you are too occupied in important things to 
be responsible for mundane matters such as helping the needy, visiting 
the sick, or cleaning the church building. If you cannot avoid these 
duties, put them off till next week or next month.

The Bible says: 

Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples, say-
ing: “The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. Therefore 
whatever they tell you to observe, that observe and do, but do 
not do according to their works; for they say, and do not do. For 
they bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men’s 
shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of 
their fingers (Mt. 23:1–4). 

Forgiveness 
REFUSE TO FORGIVE OR SHOW MERCY TO ANYONE

Accept no reasons for failure in others. Make everyone aware 
of someone else’s mistakes and refuse to accept anything, but 
perfection from your friends (if you have any left) and associates 
(Eph. 4:32).

The Bible says: 

And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God in Christ forgave you (Ep. 4:32). 

Conclusion
If you fall short, the article concluded, 

You might be perfectly miserable without following these guide-
lines, but if you fall short, that is just one more way of achieving 
depression, despair and distress. Have a miserable day! 

The Bible says: 

nor complain, as some of them also complained, and were 
destroyed by the destroyer (1Co. 10:10). ✞
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All things bright and beautiful, 

Creatures great and small, 

All things wise and wonderful, 

The Lord God made them all. 
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God is my strength and power, 
And He makes my way perfect. 

He makes my feet like the feet of deer, 
And sets me on my high places.  

(Second Samuel 22:33, 34)
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Eugene Peterson wrote, 

Our lives, that is, our experience—what we need 
and want and feel—are important in forming the 
Christ-life in us. Our lives are, after all, the stuff that 
is being formed. But they are not the text for directing 
the formation itself (p. 23, emphasis added). 

All of what we do and all of what we are is related somehow 
to God. This is a truth that most people never see. God, hence, 
His word, is only for certain parts of our lives, is the way most 
people think. However, eating the word of God even as we 
eat food will change that way of thinking and make us see all 
of life as God does, and then we will want to use His word as 
our lives rather than merely as part of our lives. If we only use 
ourselves to form ourselves, we leave out the essential thing and 
that is the One in whose image we are made. Scripture plays 
the primary part of this formation and development. 

Again Peterson wrote, 

In our reading of this book we come to realize that 
what we need is not primarily informational, telling us 

things about God and ourselves, but formational, shap-
ing us into our true being (p. 24, emphasis added). 

(See Ro. 8:29; Ga. 4:19.) 
Therefore, when we meditate on Scripture, we do not 

necessarily learn more, except that we learn more of what we 
are and what God is, and that we fall short, and so we see 
what we need to change. We become more of what we were 
meant to be. Scripture does what Eugene Peterson wrote that 
language does, 

Our best users of language, poets and lovers and 
children and saints, use words to make—make inti-
macies, make character, make beauty, make goodness, 
make truth (p. 24, emphasis in original). 

Do we understand then why we should read and meditate 
in Scripture? What are you looking for in Scripture? Why do 
you read it? This is not an ordinary book of which we speak. 
This is the God of heaven personally revealing something to us! 
Therefore, the message of the Scriptures is not merely practi-
cal, useful for everyday living, which clearly it is, but it is God 

Meditation Tips
By Don Ruhl

The Pleasure of Meditation (Part 5)
Scripture Is Our Text
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seeking a relationship with us. He is being personal with us. 
Eugene Peterson adds to this, 

The corollary to that is that I, because I am a per-
son, am personally involved in the revelation. Every 
word I hear, everything I see in my imagination as this 
story unfolds, involves me relationally, pulls me into 
participating, matters to my core identity, affects who 
I am and what I do (p. 27, Emphasis in orginal). 

Therefore, I cannot distance myself from the text. It is 
for me. It is about God and me. God through Jesus Christ 
revealed Himself in the Scriptures, but since it is a personal 
message from Him, and since He expects me to participate in 
the message, He wants to form Jesus Christ in me. 

Remember what Paul said in Second Corinthians 3, 

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory 
of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from 
glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord (2Co. 3:18). 

People read the Scriptures for many reasons. 

• Some like the intellectual challenges of figuring out 
difficult passages. 

• Some like the practical uses of it. 
• Some like the inspirational power of the Scriptures. 
• Some like how it supports their own ideas. 
• Others want it to refute others. 

Yet, consider what Eugene Peterson commented on in 
regard to the first three groups, and he would say about the 
last two, I am sure, 

…in whatever group you find yourself, you will be 
using the Bible for your purposes, and those purposes 
will not necessarily require anything of you relation-
ally. It is entirely possible to come to the Bible in total 
sincerity, responding to the intellectual challenge it 
gives, or for the moral guidance it offers, or for the 
spiritual uplift it provides, and not in any way have to 
deal with a personally revealing God who has personal 

designs on you. Or to put it in the terms in which 
we started out: It is possible to read the Bible from a 
number of different angles and for various purposes 
without dealing with God as God has revealed himself, 
without setting ourselves under the authority of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit who is alive and 
present in everything we are and do. To put it bluntly, 
not everyone who gets interested in the Bible and even 
gets excited about the Bible wants to get involved with 
God. But God is what the book is about (pp. 29, 30, 
Emphasis in original). 

Many want to use the Bible, instead of letting the Bible 
use them. They do not understand what God is doing in and 
through the Scriptures. Therefore, we have to read the Bible the 
way it comes to us, not the way we go to it. Reading the Bible 
this way is a shock to our system. Are we not taught constantly 
that we are the ones who make all the decisions? And how are 
we taught to do so? It is mostly by our tastes, desires, feelings. 
So, we think that this matter of religion is the same way. We 
have become lords of self. However, we do not know enough, 
we are not wise enough to run our lives. It is written, 

O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; 
It is not in man who walks to direct his own steps. 
(Je. 10:23). 

A man’s steps are of the LORD; 
How then can a man understand his own way? 
(Pr. 20:24). 

The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD, 
And He delights in his way. 
(Ps. 37:23). 

In Him we live and move and have our being, as also 
some of your own poets have said, “for we are also 
His offspring” (Ac. 17:28). 

✞

What Is Your Bible to You? 
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A Bible or a Block of Paper? 
I have not departed from the commandment of His lips; 
I have treasured the words of His mouth more than my necessary food. 
(Job 23:12).

Historians have related the story of Abdul Kassem Ismael, the scholarly high-ranking official 
of Persia in the tenth century. He had a library of 117,000 volumes.

On his many travels as a warrior and statesman, he never parted with his books. 
They were carried about by 400 camels that were trained to walk in alphabetical 
order. His camel-driver librarians could put their hands on any book their master 
requested.

This leader valued his books very highly.
God’s word, the Bible, is more valuable than all the other books ever written. 

But many never profit from its riches of wisdom and instruction. As someone said, 
“A book, tight shut, is but a block of paper.” God’s truth must be read and obeyed 
to be effective.

Fred W. Cropp, a president of the American Bible Society, received a letter ask-
ing a question, “What do you recommend for keeping the leather on the back of 
Bibles from getting stiff, cracking, and peeling?”

His reply, “There is one oil that is especially good for treatment of leather on Bibles. In fact, 
it will insure your Bible to stay in good condition. It is not sold, but may be found in the palm 
of the human hand.”

Does your Bible need oiling?
Is your Bible God’s book, or a block of paper?

(Jerrie Barber, The Voice of Truth International, Vol. 4, p. 26) 

Loving the Author
The story is told of a young lady who had 

nothing to do on a cold February evening. So, 
she purchased the best-selling novel of the day 
and retired to her library to read it. Much to her 
disgust, it was the dullest book she had ever read. 
She put it on the shelf after reading only a few 

pages. In the process of time a 
young journalist moved to town 
to work on the local newspaper 
staff. The girl fell in love with 
him. One evening, as they were 
discussing marriage plans, Mary 
glanced up at her bookcase. “Why 
Jim,” she said, “the author of that 
dull book I bought has the very 
same name as yours!” Jim replied, 
“That’s not coincidence, I wrote 

that novel.” After Jim left, Mary took the book 
from its place, dusted it off, and began to read it 
again. This time to her amazement, it was the most 
INTERESTING book she had ever read! What 
made the difference? She had fallen in love with the 
author! When we truly fall in love with the author 
of the Book of books, the Father above, no one can 
keep us from its sacred contents.

What Is Your Bible to You? 


