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Many people over the years have asked me for help in understanding 
the Bible. Numerous people have asked me in person, by e-mail, and 
over the phone. Recently, a woman on my e-mail devotional list wrote, 
“Can you give me some pointers for ‘studying’ the Bible? I read the Bible 
but I need help to study the Word! Help me if you can? Or recommend 
a book that will help me? Blessings...” How can a preacher resist a request 
like that! 

I want to show you a no cost, anywhere, anytime, approach to Bible 
study. You do not have to buy books. The only thing I recommend you buy, but 
you probably already have is a writing instrument and paper, or buy a journal. This 
does not have to be done at your desk, or in front of your computer. Nor does it have 
to be done at specific times, but its simplicity enables you to do these things at anytime, 
private or public. You do not have to be in a Bible class, but you can do this anywhere. 

I am not against buying books or using a computer or any of those other things, but often 
the simplest approach to a daunting task is the best one. Think of it this way. What “helps” 
did the Roman Christians have when they received Paul’s letter? No one had written a com-
mentary yet! Why can we not approach the Book of Romans or other biblical books the 

way the first readers did? Granted, later biblical 
books and history helped later generations to 
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understand various things. For 
example, the Book of Daniel 
could be better understood 
by events that unfolded 
after the writing and by 
the New Testament. 
Are there hard things 
to understand in Scrip-
ture? Peter affirmed that some 
things are hard to understand, 
“Therefore, beloved, looking for-
ward to these things, be diligent to 
be found by Him in peace, without spot 
and blameless; and consider that the longsuffering 
of our Lord is salvation—as also our beloved brother 
Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has writ-
ten to you, as also in all his epistles, speaking in them 
of these things, in which are some things hard to un-
derstand, which untaught and unstable people twist 
to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of 
the Scriptures” (2Pe 3.14–16). 

However, do not forget what the Lord told Ha-
bakkuk, 

Then the LORD answered me and said. 

“Write the vision 
And make it plain on tablets, 
That he may run who reads it.” 
(Hab 2.2). 

Slow Down 
Some things in life cannot be rushed. Can you 

make your garden grow faster? No, you have to work 
with it and in time it yields a good harvest. Studying 
the Scripture is like growing a garden. Sometimes we 

want to be able to read Scripture 
today and know it all by tomor-

row. Take time daily to med-
itate in the Scriptures. 

Blessed is the man 
Who walks not in the coun-

sel of the ungodly, 
Nor stands in the path of sin-

ners, 
Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 

But his delight is in the law of the 
LORD, 

And in His law he meditates day and night. 
He shall be like a tree 

Planted by the rivers of water, 
That brings forth its fruit in its season, 
Whose leaf also shall not wither; 
And whatever he does shall prosper. 
(Psa 1.1–3) 

David compared time spent in the word to the 
growing of a fruit tree. You do not put an apple seed 
into the soil today and tomorrow start harvesting 
apples. Gardening or farming is 
a long term investment. Even as 
get-rich-quick schemes do not 
work, but only hard daily labor, 
so, studying the Bible is a long 
term investment. There are no 
short cuts. You have to take the 
long slow way to your destina-
tion. Reading and meditating in 
the Scriptures seems like a slow 
process. The fruit from doing 
these things may not show up 
for years, leading the student 
to believe his current approach 
does not work. Just take your 

time and in time you shall see fruit. 

Relax 
You will understand God’s word and become 

proficient in it. Do not compare yourself to others, 
expecting to know what they know without putting 
in the time. Young adult children who expect to have 
everything Dad and Mom have will only make them-
selves frustrated. Dad and Mom have what they have, 
because they put in the time. It’s okay. You will arrive. 
Paul did not give us an impossible command when he 
wrote, “Therefore do not be unwise, but understand 
what the will of the Lord is” (Eph 5.17). 

Therefore, relax, you can understand the will of 
the Lord, provided you have the right attitude as 
shown by these passages, 

These were more fair-minded than those 
in Thessalonica, in that they received the word 
with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures 
daily to find out whether these things were so 
(Act 17.11). 

At that time Jesus an-
swered and said, “I thank 
You, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that You have hid-
den these things from the 
wise and prudent and have 
revealed them to babes. Even 
so, Father, for so it seemed 
good in Your sight (Mat 
11.25, 26). 

“But the ones that fell on 
the good ground are those 
who, having heard the word 

This is not against 
“helps,” but seek 

simplicity

Even as 
you cannot 

rush your 
garden, so 

you cannot 
rush Bible 

study 
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with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear 
fruit with patience...Therefore take heed how 
you hear. For whoever has, to him more will 
be given; and whoever does not have, even 
what he seems to have will be taken from 
him” (Luk 8.15, 18). 

Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a 
king then?” Jesus answered, “You say rightly 
that I am a king. For this cause 
I was born, and for this cause 
I have come into the world, 
that I should bear witness to 
the truth. Everyone who is of 
the truth hears My voice” (Joh 
18.37). 

Therefore, proper spiritual atti-
tude carries more weight for under-
standing the word of God than in-
tellectual ability. Intellectual ability 
is necessary, but it is not the most 
important thing. God looks at your 
attitude and He designed His word 
for those who have the right atti-
tude. 

See the Text 
Word pictures fill the Scrip-

tures. Learn to see those pictures 
without first trying to figure out the meaning. See 
and experience the image. Then relate that to the 
point the speaker or writer made. For example, what 
does Psalm 23 teach? God takes care of us. However, 
David did not say it that way. How did David say 
it? He used the shepherd and sheep imagery. Do not 
look to the meaning or application first, otherwise, 

God would have given you the meaning first, but 
He wants you to look at the imagery. Learn about it. 
Read up on it or go learn from an experience related 
to that imagery. When you take the time to study the 
shepherd imagery in Psalm 23, you will be amazed 
later because you will have discovered the meaning of 
Psalm 23. You will have learned and understood the 
passage without realizing that you had gained that 
understanding. 

Keep It Simple 
The people who first heard or read biblical ma-

terial did not have commentaries, and all the other 
helps we think we need to be able to understand the 
Bible. Therefore, come to the text as a person of that 

time. Do not make it complicated. We have the ten-
dency to believe that the biblical message is hidden. 
Or we tend to believe we cannot dig out all that the 
passage holds until we consult tons of other sources. 
Someone convinced us that we cannot understand the 
Bible until we know the original languages or consult 
someone who does. The original languages provide 
valuable insight, but you do not have to know them 
to know God’s word. Therefore, do not complicate 

the word of God and do not com-
plicate the process for knowing the 
word of God. Never forget this. 
God wants you to understand His 
word. He does not require you to 
be a scholar. He loves you and gave 
you His word that you might learn 
of Him and from Him. Therefore, 
He has not delivered a complicated 
jigsaw puzzle. Do not look at the 
Scriptures as a riddle that only the 
experts can figure out. We tend to-
ward the Naaman attitude. 

Second Kings 5 shows a Syrian 
commander with expectations on 
how he thought a prophet of God 
should work. The general looked 
for the complicated and complex, 
but the prophet gave a simple com-
mand for removing the command-
er’s leprosy. “Then Naaman went 
with his horses and chariot, and he 

stood at the door of Elisha’s house. And Elisha sent a 
messenger to him, saying, ‘Go and wash in the Jordan 
seven times, and your flesh shall be restored to you, 
and you shall be clean.’ But Naaman became furious, 
and went away and said, “Indeed, I said to myself, 
‘He will surely come out to me, and stand and call 
on the name of the LORD his God, and wave his 
hand over the place, and heal the leprosy.’ Are not 

Understanding is a matter of attitude

• Acts 17.11

• Matt 11.25, 26 

• Luke 8.15, 18 

• John 18.37
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the Abanah and the Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, 
better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash 
in them and be clean?’ So he turned and went away 
in a rage. And his servants came near and spoke to 
him, and said, ‘My father, if the prophet had told you 
to do something great, would you not have done it? 
How much more then, when he says to you, “Wash, 
and be clean”?’ So he went down and dipped seven 
times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the 
man of God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh 
of a little child, and he was clean (2Ki 5.9–14).” 

How much did Naaman need to know to cleanse 
his leprosy? How many commentaries and other 
helps did he need to read to find healing? He tried to 
complicate the matter and if he had consulted end-
less books, others would have complicated it for him. 
Yes, the writings of others can and do offer valuable 
insight, but do not downplay approaching Scripture 
with a child-like mentality. I do not want to make 
anyone feel ignorant for consulting a reference book, 
but I do not want to make anyone feel ignorant for 
not consulting a reference book. I have over 2400 
books, so I know their value. 

Keep Your Eyes on 
the Text 

I mean that literally. Often we read a text and 
then look away. There is a time for that, but be sure 
you truly know what the 
writer said. I often ask peo-
ple questions based on the 
text and they look up as if 
they are trying to figure 
out my question or fig-
ure out the meaning of 
the text, but since they 

are not literally looking at 
the text, they cannot figure 
out the answer. Look at the 
Scripture. Seeing the words 
in black and white might 
surprise you with the plain-
ness of God’s word. You 
might also be surprised by 
the number of times you or 
another person claims that a 
passage teaches something, 
and then you take a closer 
look at the plain words 
of the text again, and you 
discover that it did not say 
what you thought it said. 
It is not unusual for me to 
ask what a passage says. The 
class or person will not look 
at the text, but will start 
making statements about 
other passages or statements 
about the general teaching of Scripture. I will ask the 
question several times before someone looks at the 
text and repeats what it says. The other statements 
might be true, but we need to know what that exact 
text says. In Luke 10, a lawyer asked Jesus about in-
heriting eternal life. Jesus responded with two simple 
questions, “He said to him, ‘What is written in the 
law? What is your reading of it?’” (Luk 10.26). 

What do you think of the questions of Jesus? 
They were not complicated. 
What did they require the 
lawyer to do? He just needed 
to know what the Law said 

from his reading of it. 
Did it take a lawyer to 
understand the ques-
tions of Jesus? Did it 

take a lawyer to provide the 
answers? The lawyer did 
the right thing and quoted 
Scripture, “So he answered 
and said, ‘You shall love 
the LORD your God with 
all your heart, with all your 
soul, with all your strength, 
and with all your mind,’ and 
‘your neighbor as yourself ’” 
(Luk 10.27). 

The lawyer offered no 
interpretation. He made no 
commentary. How did Jesus 
respond to that? “And He 
said to him, ‘You have an-
swered rightly; do this and 
you will live’” (Luk 10.28). 

The lawyer looked at 
the Scripture and told Jesus 
what it said, and Jesus indi-
cated that was all that was 

needed. Yet, the lawyer fell into the human trap of 
wanting to say more, “But he, wanting to justify him-
self, said to Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor?’” (Luk 
10.29). 

The lawyer should have been content with the 
plain teaching of Scripture. Look at the text, believe 
what it says, do what it says. No, he wanted more 
clarification and that is where he got into trouble and 
where we often get into trouble. 

Consider the 
Context 

In the church, we have been trained to believe that 
the answers to figuring out a biblical text are found 

Keep your eyes 
on the text…

literally

We often look away from our Bibles
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in other texts. Watch what we do when we come to 
something we do not understand. The first thing we 
do is look at another passage, probably a parallel one. 
That can be helpful, but use that as a secondary ap-
proach. Most of the time, the key to understanding 
a difficult passage or to learning what the Lord wants 
you to do appears right there in the context. When 
a text was first delivered to the people, the writer or 
speaker expected them to be able to get the message 
without having to pull out a concordance to search 
for similar words and expressions throughout the 
word of God. Almost always you can understand the 
Bible by learning the context, even going over it again 
and again until you know what it says, and that will 
often help you with getting the message. 

The context often has three parts. (This will be 
obvious to you once I show it to you.) There is the im-
mediate context. That includes the words, sentences, 
and paragraph or paragraphs that immediately sur-
round what you are studying. Go here first. The part 
you are studying was not written in isolation. 

There is the wider context of that Bible Book. 
Are you studying something in the Book of Romans? 
Why immediately turn to the Book of Galatians? The 
Book of Romans was written as a single argument. 
After considering the immediate context, figure out 
the point of the Book of Romans. 

There is the greater context of the Bible. How 
does the passage fit into the general message of the 
Bible? How does the Bible Book in which we find 
the passage fit into the Bible? You can-
not make a passage con-
tradict the rest of 
the Bible. 

Therefore, be sure 
your conclusion fits 
the rest of Scripture. 

By knowing the 
context, you learn 
what the Holy Spirit 
says. You learn His 
intent. Always isolat-
ing verses eventually 
leads to failing to see 
the truth. When you 
learn the context 
you will change your 
opinions and you will 
learn that the conclu-
sions and uses that people make of Bible passages of-
ten do not fit the context. Be bold and know what the 
Holy Spirit says the Bible says. 

A Little at a Time 
A man came into my office, because he was frus-

trated with his Bible reading. He could not remem-
ber the whole text or did not know what to do with 
all that he read in one sitting. I am the same way. 
I like to read through the Bible in a year, but that 
means I will not get everything I read in a day. So, I 
started looking for one verse to remember for the day. 
What happened was that as I read, a verse stood out 

and I kept thinking about it as I continued 
reading. So, I knew what verse 

to think about and what verse 
to write about. Wow, that 

really affected me and 
I wanted to share 

what I read with 
others. That is 
how my e-mail 

devotionals got start-
ed. (I have written 
thousands.) 

Therefore, acquir-
ing a little knowledge 
at a time, helps you 
construct your spiri-
tual house of knowl-
edge. When a car-
penter builds a house, 
does he take all the 
pieces at one time and 
build it? No, he takes 
one piece of wood 
and one tool and be-

gins the construction, until some time later he has 
built a house. In Isaiah 28, listen to the criticism the 
people made of Isaiah’s preaching, 

“Whom will he teach knowledge? 
And whom will he make to understand the 

message? 
Those just weaned from milk? 
Those just drawn from the breasts? 
For precept must be upon precept, precept 

upon precept, 
Line upon line, line upon line, 
Here a little, there a little.” 
(Isa 28.9, 10) 

Listen to their ridicule in verse 9. They said, “Who 
does Isaiah think he is teaching? Babies?” Verse 10 re-
veals what it was about his teaching that they did not 
like. Did he teach them everything all at once? No, it 
was this precept then that precept. He would give a 
line and later another line. He spoke a little here and 
a little there. They felt insulted, yet, is that not how 
we learn? Who learns a language in one day? Like-
wise, who learns the Bible in one lesson? 

Look at the 
Scripture

Is a house built with all the 
pieces at one time? 
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When I started preaching at the age of 22, the first 
day of the young adult Bible class that I was to teach, 
I presented to the class several options of topics and 
Bible books, and I stated how long it might take to 
teach each topic. Most of them were many weeks or 
months. A man objected, saying that you could teach 
the entire Bible in one hour. He became hostile and 
stood up in front of the class and tried to take over. 
An elder’s daughter ran out of class and got her dad. 
That was my first day of teaching an adult class! Was 
the man right? No, you cannot even read the Bible in 
one hour! 

God knows our nature that we can handle only so 
much at a time. Therefore, that is why He had Isaiah 
teach the way that he did. And that was how the Lord 
wanted the prophet to continue, 

For with stammering lips and another tongue 
He will speak to this people, 
To whom He said, “This is the rest with 

which 
You may cause the weary to rest,” 
And, “This is the refreshing”; 
Yet they would not hear. 
But the word of the LORD was to them, 
“Precept upon precept, precept upon pre-

cept, 
Line upon line, line upon line, 
Here a little, there a little,” 
That they might go and fall backward, and be 

broken 
And snared and caught. 
(Isa 28.11–13) 

Therefore, I encouraged the man who came to my 
office, who was frustrated with his daily Bible reading, 

to pick one verse or teaching that appeared in his daily 
reading and concentrate on that. 

Ask Yourself 
Questions 

Write down the questions. Ask yourself what key 
words appear. Do the following words appear in the 
context? 

That 
For 
Therefore
But 
Also (and other key words) 
Look for other words that stand out or that 

the writer repeats. 

Almost all of my sermons and classes or Bible 
discussions that I get into with people, begin with a 
reading of the text and then I start asking why the 
writer or speaker said what he did. That is how I con-
struct my lessons. (Some men in the church believe 
they cannot teach or preach, but if they would do this 
simple task, nothing could hold them back.) I write 
the question down. Then I answer it with the text. If I 
am making it sound easy, that is because it is, relative-
ly speaking. I say, “relatively,” because I know some of 
this comes from experience and I know that there are 
difficult passages that require more. Therefore, get out 
your paper or turn on your computer and start writ-
ing down your questions and write down what the 
passage says and see how it answers your questions. 
Watch your ability to study the Scriptures increase. ✞

Can you learn 
or even read 

the Bible in 
one hour?
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Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php

Job by Gustav Doré John, The Gospel According to the Eagle 

�editating on the �ooks of 
�ob & �ohn
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June 1 Job 36.1–4 
Listen to More Knowledge 

1–4 Elihu also proceeded and said. “Bear with 
me a little, and I will show you That there are yet 
words to speak on God’s behalf…” Perhaps Job 
or one of his friends had started to speak, or they 
might have started to leave, or just ignore Elihu, 
but he had more to say and wanted them to hear. 
Elihu’s first concern was to justify God. He was not 
seeking to justify himself, nor was he blaming Job 
for his suffering, but he believed that Job had justi-
fied himself at God’s expense and to that point 
Elihu answered Job. Therefore, Elihu’s words 
he claimed were not false, because his motives 
were not false. 

June 2 Job 36.5–12 
God Is Mighty, But Despises 

No One 
5–12 “Behold, God is mighty, but despises no 

one; He is mighty in strength of understanding. 
He does not preserve the life of the wicked…” 
What point was Elihu making? How would 
you summarize these verses? Look at God’s 
highness, yet, He does not despise anyone, and 
treats them according to the way that they wish 
to live. God is fair, that is, He is a just God, a point 
that Job had questioned. Observe verse 5. Contrast 
Elihu’s declaration of God’s mightiness and fairness 
with Job’s declaration of God’s mightiness and un-
fairness. This is the heart of Elihu’s argument. He 
has declared that although God is mighty He does 
not despise any, but He deals with each in righteous-
ness. Job has argued that God is mighty and He has 
despised Job without taking into account the man-

ner of Job’s living. 

June 3 Job 36.13–15 
The Hypocrites 

13–15 “But the hypocrites in heart store up 
wrath; They do not cry for help when He binds 
them…” What is the problem of the hypocrites? 
When God binds them, they do not cry out for 
help. What is the result? They die young among the 
perverted peoples. Does God ignore the poor be-
cause they are poor? No, when they cry to Him, He 
opens His ears and delivers them. Here is the ques-

tion. Has Job truly cried out for help? He made a 
request that He die! He has asked for answers from 
God. He has asked God to back off. Yet, it seems 
that Job has not truly asked for help. What kind of 
help should he have asked for? Among the things 
he (and we should ask for) are these. Help to accept 
life’s circumstances as he had told his wife (2.10). 
Help to endure his trials. Wisdom to know what to 
do. Help for the survivors of his employees. Help 
for his wife. 

June 4 Job 36.16–21 
The Path Not to Take 

16–21 “Indeed He would have brought you out 
of dire distress, Into a broad place where there is 
no restraint…” Elihu stated in verse 16 that God 
would have delivered Job if he had asked for help. Is 
it possible that we often suffer more than we need to 
because we simply did not ask for it? (v. 17) Rather 
than receiving deliverance, with what was Job filled? 
He was now filled with the judgment that is due 
the wicked. According to verses 18 and 19, did Job 

have anything that he could offer in ransom 
to God? There was nothing about Job, not his 
wealth of material possessions or his wealth of 
spirituality, that could deliver him. Since he was 
in danger of judgment, Elihu warned him on 
two matters. First, do not desire the night, that 
is, do not desire death as he had been doing. 
Should he who is filled with the judgment of 
the wicked desire death? Second, do not choose 
sin. That will make it worse. If Job’s mightiness 
could not deliver him, surely sin cannot deliver. 
Yet, many people turn to iniquity during such 
times. 

June 5 Job 36.22–37.18 
God’s Exalted Power 

36.22–37.18 “Behold, God is exalted by His 
power; Who teaches like Him? Who has assigned 
Him His way, Or who has said, ‘You have done 
wrong’? Remember to magnify His work…” Who is 
over God? (vv. 22, 23) No one has the right to teach 
Him or to teach like Him, to give Him an assign-
ment, nor to accuse Him of wrong. Yet, Job has ei-
ther directly or indirectly done these things. Job has 
spoken of God the things that are right, but Job’s 

Job 36.15–25 
Elihu’s Smarmy Theology

Job Is Boorish?
Your behavior has bordered on boor’sh.
Else the Lord would have caused you to 

flour’sh.
Take heed, sin ye no more.
God has written the score.
If you sing ‘long with Him, He will nour’sh.
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attitude toward God has not. Rather than criticizing 
God we should magnify Him (v. 24). Look at the 
greatness of God (vv. 26–33). We cannot know the 
number of His years (v. 26). His ordering of storms 
(vv. 27–33). Interestingly, (v. 31) He can both judge 
and bless with His storms. In verses 1–13, what oth-
er thing demonstrated God’s greatness? Elihu still 
addressed what God is able to do with moisture. Are 
we not also in awe by the same things? Elihu con-
tinued his theme of the weather in verses 14–18, 
telling Job to stand still and consider God’s won-
drous works. Rather than telling Him what to do, 
and rather than accusing Him of having done 
the wrong thing, just observe how He handles 
the weather and know therefore, that He does 
the right things in our lives. 

June 6 Job 37.19–24 
Teach Us What to Say to God 

19–24 “Teach us what we should say to 
Him, For we can prepare nothing because of 
the darkness…” Back in 36.22, 23, Elihu ac-
cused Job of presuming to be over God. Since 
Job seemed to think so highly of himself, Elihu 
challenged Job in 37.19, 20 to teach everyone 
how to speak to God. Did Job think that he 
could simply tell God that he wished to speak? 
Job had forgotten who he was in comparison to 
God. Finally, Elihu concluded his argument with 
one last appeal to Job to consider the magnificent 
majesty of God over man. 

God Speaks 
June 7 Job 38.1–40.2 

What is that expression…? Be careful what you 
wish for, because you might receive it. Likewise, be 
careful what you pray for, because you might receive 

it. Job was relentless in wanting a direct audience 
with God. The meeting with God was not what Job 
expected. 

Job 38.1 
The Lord Spoke 

1 Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirl-
wind, and said… Put yourself in Job’s place. You 
have been talking about God, even criticizing Him 
for His treatment of you. You have been demanding 
that He appear and talk with you. Suddenly He ap-
pears. What would you do? How would your heart 

feel? Interestingly, from within a whirlwind the Lord 
answered Job. Elihu used the storm to show God’s 
power (36.26–37.18). Following right on the heels 
of Elihu’s powerful declaration God speaks from a 
storm component. This lends further support to 
God’s endorsement of Elihu and that he was a John 
the Baptist-like speaker who prepared the way for 
the Lord. 

June 8 Job 38.2, 3 

God’s Challenge 
2, 3 “Who is this who darkens counsel By words 

without knowledge? Now prepare yourself like a 
man…” Imagine you have never seen God before, 
and you have never heard Him before, and you sud-
denly see Him in a powerful force of nature and the 
first two things that He says to you are these. He 
questions who you think you are to have spoken as 
you have. He prepares you to take questions from 
Him. Let me give you some advice. You do not want 
to speak of God or of anything or anyone in such 
a way that God questions who you are. Let me give 

you a second piece of advice. Do not speak in 
such a way that you sound like the ultimate au-
thority, because you do not want God to pepper 
you with dozens of unanswerable questions. 

June 9 Job 38.4–7 
The Foundations of the Earth 

4–7 “Where were you when I laid the foun-
dations of the earth? Tell Me, if you have un-
derstanding…” What is the purpose of God’s 
questions? This is the first question that God 
asked Job, showing that he has not been around 
that long. Job was not even present at the cre-
ation of the earth. Therefore, his knowledge 

and wisdom are far below God’s. Job was not quali-
fied to critique God’s work. It is as though God said, 
Job, if you were not present at the creation of the 
planet, do not even begin to think that you can tell 
Me how to run your life. Can the God who laid 
the foundations of the earth know what He is doing 
with our lives? 

June 10 Job 38.8–11 
The Waves of the Sea 

Job 38.3–18
Questions About Earth 

Questions About Earth
Like the light from a red flashing strobe
The Lord shot forty questions at Job.
Not about who God was,
But about what He does,
Saturating Job’s pre-frontal lobe.
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8–11 “Or who shut in the sea with doors, When 
it burst forth and issued from the womb…” From 
the planet as a whole, God moved to the largest 
thing on the earth. Can man shut in the sea with 
doors? Cannot the sea do as it pleases? On a world-
wide scale the tsunami of December 26, 2004 was 
small, yet, what was man able to do to stop it? If we 
could have prepared for it a year in advance, how 
well would we have done? We would have saved 
many lives, because we would have moved them in-
land, but the waves still would have come and did 
as they pleased. If Job cannot contain the sea waves, 
how can he content with God? How can he un-
derstand the place of suffering in a man’s life? 

June 11 Job 38.12–15 
The Beginning of a New Day 

12–15 “Have you commanded the morning 
since your days began, And caused the dawn to 
know its place…?” Had Job or any man com-
manded the morning? Why then should God 
listen to Job? What kind of work is it to com-
mand the morning? Yet, Job presumed to tell 
God how things should be done! If Job can-
not command the morning, how can he speak 
as though he knows if God has done the right 
thing or not? Here is what God is doing. The 
earth, the sea, and the morning are greater than Job. 
Yet, God is above all those things. God and man are 
on very different levels. 

June 12 Job 38.16 
The Sea 

16 “Have you entered the springs of the sea? Or 
have you walked in search of the depths?” Man is lim-
ited greatly, even today, when exploring the depths 
of the sea. God revealed that there are springs of the 

sea. Did Job even know that? If not, what was he 
doing questioning God? 

Job 38.17 
Death 

17 “Have the gates of death been revealed to 
you? Or have you seen the doors of the shadow of 
death?” We know that when we die, we pass from 
this realm into the spirit world, but we do not know 
what it looks like. How then could Job possibly tell 
God that he wants to die? Job had no idea what 
he was requesting. How does this passage relate to 

the physician-assisted suicide controversy? There is 
a passageway, which God calls “gates” or “doors,” 
but had Job seen them? If not, what was He doing 
criticizing God? 

Job 38.18 
The Earth 

18 “Have you comprehended the breadth of the 
earth? Tell Me, if you know all this.” Could Job com-
prehend the breadth of the earth? If not, how could 

he demand that God do certain things? If a man 
cannot comprehend the breadth of the earth, how 
can he comprehend the place of suffering in life? 

June 13 Job 38.19–21 
The Dwelling of Light and 

Darkness 
19–21 “Where is the way to the dwelling of light? 

And darkness, where is its place, That you may take 
it to its territory…?” Did we, or do we, even know 
that there is a dwelling place for light and darkness? 
God was asking Job questions that he did not even 

know to ask. If we do not know the dwelling 
place of light and darkness, how can we know 
the way to their dwelling places? While we ask 
questions because we do not know, we know 
enough to know what to ask. Job did not even 
know that much. How then could he call God 
to account? Job sounded as though he knew ev-
erything. Therefore, God used that to show Job 
that there are things of which he did not even 
know where to begin asking. 

Job 38.22–24 
The Treasury of Snow and 

Hail 
22–24 “Have you entered the treasury of snow, 

Or have you seen the treasury of hail, Which I have 
reserved for the time of trouble…?” Could Job en-
ter the treasuries of the snow and hail? If he cannot 
know the way to the dwelling of light and darkness, 
surely he cannot enter the treasuries of snow and 
hail. How is light diffused and the wind scattered? 
These are questions that were far beyond Job’s abil-
ity to comprehend. Again, they are of matters that 
he may never have contemplated. How then can he 

Job 38.19–30 
Questions About Light & Water

10 Pointed Questions
To offset Job’s assertions, bombast’c,
These ten questions (seemed almost sarcast’c)
About water and light,
Showed Job’s lack of insight,
Scientific, not ecclesiast’c. 
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(or we) speak with authority on what God should 
and should not do? 

June 14 Job 38.25–30 
The Rain and the Storm 

25–30 “Who has divided a channel for the over-
flowing water, Or a path for the thunderbolt, To 
cause it to rain on a land where there is no one…?” 
Look at the wisdom in the watering of the earth. 
Would man cause it to rain where no one lives or 
where man is not using the land? Yet, God in His 
wisdom knows what to do with the rain. Rain in 
another place blesses us at home. God knows 
how to take care of the vast earth, from the 
populated areas to the desolate ones. He uses 
thunderbolts in wisdom to clean the air. He can 
bring dew, rain, frost, or ice. Could Job know 
what God knows in regard to making these 
things happen? Who then did Job think he was 
to demand an audience with God? If God does 
as He pleases with all of creation, can He do as 
He pleases with man? 

Job 38.31–33 
The Constellations 

31–33 “Can you bind the cluster of the Ple-
iades, Or loose the belt of Orion? Can you bring 
out Mazzaroth in its season…?” What is man able 
to do with the constellations? We can only look at 
them. We cannot bind or loose them. We cannot 
arrange them. Who then is man that he thinks he 
knows everything about how his life should be run? 

June 15 Job 38.34–38 
The Clouds and Wisdom 

34–38 “Can you lift up your voice to the clouds, 

That an abundance of water may cover you? Can 
you send out lightnings, that they may go…?” Can 
a man speak to the clouds and bring rain? Who are 
we that the clouds would listen to us? Is the light-
ning ready at our service? He who put wisdom in 
the mind can also number the clouds by wisdom. 
How would you count the clouds? When you start 
counting, the number will be different, because the 
clouds are constantly changing, and appearing and 
disappearing. So then who is a man such as Job that 
God should answer? 

Job 38.39, 40 

The Lion 
39, 40 “Can you hunt the prey for the lion, Or 

satisfy the appetite of the young lions, When they 
crouch in their dens…?” Who can do the lion’s job 
for him? Can man approach them to feed them? Li-
ons attack us, but we think that we can tell God 
what to do. 

June 16 Job 38.41 

The Raven 
41 “Who provides food for the raven, When its 

young ones cry to God, And wander about for lack 
of food?” Can mankind keep track of all the birds? 
If not, how could we even begin to think of feeding 
them? Yet, God does it! And we are going to tell 
God what to do! 

Job 39.1–4 
Wild Mountain Goats and Deer 

1–4 “Do you know the time when the wild 
mountain goats bear young? Or can you mark when 

the deer gives birth…?” Does man control the 
birthing of wild animals? How can man answer 
these questions? Yet, God knows everything 
about them. 

Job 39.5–8 
The Wild Donkey 

5–8 “Who set the wild donkey free? Who 
loosed the bonds of the onager, Whose home I 
have made the wilderness…?” Why does the 
wild donkey desire isolation? How can a man 
answer that question? It is simply that God 
made the wild donkey that way. Who then is 
man to argue with how God is running that 

man’s life? 

June 17 Job 39.9–12 
The Wild Ox 

9–12 “Will the wild ox be willing to serve you? 
Will he bed by your manger? Can you bind the wild 
ox in the furrow with ropes…?” Can man create ani-
mals to do a job for him? No, but God can. He did 
it with cows that brought back the ark of the cov-
enant from the Philistines. He did it with the ravens 

Job 38.39
Questions About the Animals 

Questions About Animals
Is the earth Job your personal zoo
With yourself as the caretaker too?
I put you through this test
Half to teach, half in jest,
Now I’ll stand by to see what you’ll do.
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that fed Elijah. He did it with Balaam’s donkey. 

Job 39.13–18 
The Ostrich 

13–18 “The wings of the ostrich wave proud-
ly, But are her wings and pinions like the kindly 
stork’s…?”The ostrich appears to be dumb, yet, she 
scorns the horse and its rider. Can man make some-
thing that seems senseless, but majestic at the same 
time? If man cannot explain such a combination in 
one creature, how can man understand his life that 
has both prosperity and adversity in it? 

Job 39.19–25 
The Battle Horse 

19–25 “Have you given the horse strength? 
Have you clothed his neck with thunder? Can 
you frighten him like a locust…?” Do not make 
the mistake of thinking that the horse is some-
thing to scorn because the ostrich can outrun it. 
The power, fearlessness, and speed of the horse 
is unmatched by the ostrich or any other crea-
ture. Who made such animals upon the earth? 
It is not a good idea to contend with the One 
who could do such things. It is better for us to 
accept what He does in our lives. 

June 18 Job 39.26–30 
Birds of Prey 

26–30 “Does the hawk fly by your wisdom, And 
spread its wings toward the south? Does the eagle 
mount up at your command…?” Look at the won-
ders of birds of prey! Who designed them? Did man 
have anything to do with them? The only thing man 
did was name them and use them as patterns for 
flight and for jet engine design. Man learns from 

God’s creation of birds of prey, but God did not 
consult man in their design, and they do not learn 
from us. Can man then trust God to run things? 

Job 40.1, 2 
Can a Man Correct God? 

1, 2 Moreover the LORD answered Job, and said. 
“Shall the one who contends with the Almighty cor-
rect Him? He who rebukes God, let him answer it.” 
God stopped. Job did not answer. Therefore, God 
challenged Job to answer. Job had contended with 
God. Did the man think he could correct God? If 

Job was bold enough to rebuke God, surely he was 
bold enough to answer God’s questions! 

Job’s First Reply to God 
Job 40.3–5 

June 19 Job 40.3–5 
Job’s Muted Reply 

3–5 Then Job answered the LORD and said. 

“Behold, I am vile; What shall I answer You? I lay 
my hand over my mouth. Once I have spoken, but 
I will not answer; Yes, twice, but I will proceed no 
further.” Wow! What could Job possibly answer af-
ter God’s questions? Job was probably silenced the 
moment he saw the whirlwind and heard what was 
unmistakably the voice of God from the whirlwind. 
How would you like to hear God’s question in 38.2 
and then God’s challenge in 38.3? All of God’s ques-
tions make it obvious that any man who criticizes 
God has no idea what he is doing. What was Job’s 
first response to God? Job considered himself vile. 

Why did he give that answer? Truly, we are vile 
in the presence of God, even at our best estate. 
Job knew the answers to God’s questions, but 
Job knew that he could not properly respond. 
He had been way out of line. Therefore, rec-
ognizing that he had spoken once, even twice, 
there was no way that he was going to contin-
ue. What shall a man say to God? Are chapters 
38–42 a prelude to what shall happen at the 
Judgment? 

God Had More to Say 
June 20 Job 40.6–41.34 

Job confessed as he should have, but that 
did not finish the matter, because God had 

more to say. He who argues with God can expect 
that God will take that argument to its full conclu-
sion. If we can just go on and on talking to God, 
why can he not do the same? What more then did 
God have to say to Job? 

Job 40.6–14 
Can a Man Annul God’s 

Judgment? 

Job 40.1–24 
Continuing the God/Job Dialog

Only Two Remain
All the voices were stilled except two.
Only God and Job.  Not Elihu
Nor his three other friends,
None of whom comprehends
What had happened right there in plain view.
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40.6–14 Then the LORD answered Job out of 
the whirlwind, and said. “Now prepare yourself like 
a man; I will question you, and you shall answer 
Me…” God had said the words of verse 7 before 
(38.3), but Job was not going to get away with just a 
confession. God is not easily dismissed. We have to 
understand who He is, which is the very thing that 
God sets out to do next. In verse 8, God revealed 
Job’s problem. What had Job done in his speeches, 
according to verse 8? What should be the proper 
attitude toward God? Should we not condemn our-
selves that God be justified? If Job thought he knew 
as much as God or was qualified to criticize 
God, then what did God challenge Job to do? 
God told Job to do the things that only God 
can do. If Job could do those things, then what 
did God say He would confess? 

June 21 Job 40.15–24 
What About Behemoth? 

15–24 “Look now at the behemoth, which 
I made along with you; He eats grass like an 
ox. See now, his strength is in his hips…” God 
chose His grandest creature to illustrate His 
point. If Job could not contend with behemoth, 
How could Job hope to contend with the Lord? 
What are the grandest creatures that God cre-
ated? They would be the sauropods. Elephants and 
hippopotamuses did not fit the description here and 
man can deal with them, but the sauropods were 
beyond man’s control. 

Job 41.1–34 
What About Leviathan 

1–34 “Can you draw out Leviathan with a 
hook, Or snare his tongue with a line which you 
lower? 2 Can you put a reed through his nose…?” 

The argument made for behemoth can be made for 
Leviathan. God spoke of many different things of 
His creation that were beyond Job’s and man’s con-
trol and comprehension, and beyond man’s ability 
to create, and God spoke of each briefly. Then He 
spoke of two creatures. The greatest on the land and 
the greatest in the sea. He reminded Job of various 
features of these mighty beasts, all of which were 
things that Job would have seen or known. Job knew 
that they were greater than he. What then made Job 
think that he could argue and criticize the Maker of 
behemoth and Leviathan? Contending with God is 

like piercing his jaw with a hook. You will remem-
ber the battle and never do so again! 

Job’s Final Words 
June 22 Job 42.1–6 

What would Job say? What could 
Job say? 

Job 42.1, 2 

Job’s New Knowledge 
1, 2 Then Job answered the LORD and said. 

“I know that You can do everything, And that no 
purpose of Yours can be withheld from You.” What 
do you think made Job reach this conclusion? How 
soon after God began speaking do you think Job 
reached this conclusion? What were the two obser-
vations that Job made? First, God can do everything. 
Second, no purpose of God’s can be withheld from 
Him. If only the church and the world would ac-
knowledge these same things. Think of it, the truths 
that Job confessed here are things that God through-

out His word is seeking to get all of mankind to 
know. He wants us to know that He can con-
demn us, and He can save us. He wants us to 
know that regardless of what we do, and of the 
extent of our rebellion and fighting against His 
ways, His purposes will be accomplished. It is 
simply best for us to work with Him. 

Job 42.3 
Job Spoke Beyond His 

Understanding 
3 “You asked, ‘Who is this who hides coun-

sel without knowledge?’ Therefore I have uttered 
what I did not understand, Things too wonder-

ful for me, which I did not know.” Job knew his 
error. What was his error? He had hidden counsel 
with ignorance. His friends did the same thing. We 
can learn from their example. Let us be careful to 
use knowledge properly and not to speak beyond 
what we truly know. In what ways had Job spoken 
beyond his ability to understand? He spoke of his 
life and God’s workings in Job’s life as though he 
knew better. For example, he requested death, not 
knowing what he was requesting. 

Job 42.1–6 
Job Sees Himself 

Chief of Nerds
When you asked, Who spoke ignorant words?
I assumed Eli-hu, chief of nerds.
Now You’ve opened my eyes,
Not his words I despise,
But myself, unless God undergirds. 
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June 23 Job 42.4–6 
Job’s Conclusion 

4–6 “Listen, please, and let me speak; You said, 
‘I will question you, and you shall answer Me.’ I 
have heard of You by the hearing of the ear…” Here 
are Job’s final words. What would he say? What 
would he think of Himself and God? He begged 
for God to hear his final words. God had made a 
request of Job, but now Job requested of God the 
same. God wanted Job to listen. Job wanted God to 
listen. However, Job was not being sarcastic, but he 
wanted God to know that he understood. So then, 
what did Job understand? He had heard of God, 
but then he saw Him with His eyes. How did 
Job respond? Was he glad to have an audience 
with God finally? Was he eager to present his 
case, as he had said he wanted to do? No, Job 
abhorred himself. Anyone who sees God has so 
reacted. Read the words of Isaiah (6.1–5). 

Job was content with his conclusions in 
these six verses. What is interesting is that he did 
not get his request of death, nor did he receive 
answers as to why he was suffering, but God did 
fulfill Job’s request for two things. A hearing be-
fore God and a permanent record of the debate 
and his sufferings. Is this then the answer to Job’s 
questions about his sufferings? That is, he suffered 
for our benefit. By his suffering, we learn many 
things. The suffering of Job ended with a magnifi-
cent declaration of Job, which is how his suffering 
began. He confessed God’s righteousness at both 
times. Therefore, whether we are doing well or not 
doing well, let us also confess the worthiness of God 
to be worshiped. 

God’s Work in Job’s Life 

June 24 Job 42.7–17 
What were the friends thinking while God was 

reproving Job? Did they think they were right and 
that God was vindicating them? Imagine their shock 
and fear when God then spoke to these men and 
said that His wrath was aroused against them, and 
that Job had spoken of God the things that are right. 
Imagine their utter surprise when God said that they 
needed to go to this man, whom they thought was 
a sinner, that he might pray for them, because God 
was accepting of Job, but not of the three friends. 
If God spoke so strongly to Job’s friends for their 

mis-speaking of God, how did God deal with Sa-
tan? Job wanted death, but watch how God blessed 
him. What kind of man was Job like after all these 
things? 

June 25 Job 42.7, 8 
The Friends 

7, 8 And so it was, after the LORD had spoken 
these words to Job, that the LORD said to Eliphaz 
the Temanite, “My wrath is aroused against you and 

your two friends…” Why was God’s wrath aroused 
against the three friends? They did not speak of God 
what was right, whereas, Job had spoken of God 
rightly. What did God tell the friends to do? They 
were to go to Job with sacrifices and he would make 
the offerings for them. What would Job do for them 
in addition to making the sacrifices? He would pray 
for them. We do not know what he prayed, but 
what do you think he prayed? If they did not go to 
Job, what would God do to them? What was God’s 
attitude toward Job? What is interesting is that God 
accepted Job, although God severely corrected Job. 
Therefore, God can correct us, and it not be a pleas-

ant experience, nevertheless, He still loves and 
accepts us. He corrects us because He loves us. 

June 26 Job 42.9 
The Friends Obeyed God 
9 So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the 

Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went and 
did as the LORD commanded them; for the 
LORD had accepted Job. The friends did not reb-
el, but humbled themselves and obeyed the Lord 
and went to Job. What was it like for them to 
go to Job? They had insisted that he was wrong, 
but then the Lord told them that they needed 
to go to him to be accepted by the Lord. Hope-

fully, the relationship between the four of them was 
restored. 

Job 42.10–17 
Job’s Blessings 

10–17 And the LORD restored Job’s losses when 
he prayed for his friends. Indeed the LORD gave Job 
twice as much as he had before… Our experiences 
after suffering may not parallel Job’s, but then again 
our suffering may not parallel his either. With all 

Job 42.10–16 
Double For His Trouble

Double For His Trouble
In the end God restored to Job doub’l
What he’d lost in that large pile of rubb’l.
Double family too
Except wife wasn’t new.
Leaving them to rise ‘bove prev’ous troub’l. 
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the good that happened to Job later, hopefully the 
horrors of his suffering also vanished. 

The Gospel According to John 
The Light Dwelt Among Us! 

Open your hearts to the Light 
who lived among us 

John 1.1–18 
June 27 John 1.1–5 

The Light 
1–5 In the beginning was the Word, 
 and the Word was with God, 
 and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. 
All things were made through Him, 
 and without Him nothing was made that 

was made. 
In Him was life, 
 and the life was the light of men. 
And the light shines in the darkness, 
 and the darkness did not comprehend it. 

“In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth” (Ge. 1.1). In the beginning the 
Word created the heavens and the earth, because 
the Word was with God and God was the Word 
(which is the order of the Greek text). In the be-
ginning was the Word. He was because He has al-
ways been. He did not come to be, but He caused 
all things to be, because He was with God, God the 
Father. Since He created all things and He was with 
the Father, He is Himself God. He created all things 
and so He created life, because in Him was and is 
life. His life was and is the light of men. In Him 
was life for the body and the spirit. To have life in 

the body does not mean life in the spirit. Even as 
He gave life abundantly in the body, so He gives 
life wondrously in the spirit. His light shines in the 
darkness, but not all love the light. The darkness 
fought the light, but the darkness could not over-
take the light, for the Light is the Word and the 
Word is God. You cannot overtake God! The God 
who “commanded light to shine out of darkness” in 
the beginning also commands the light to shine “in 
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2Co. 4.6). 
Therefore, the darkness failed to conquer Him who 
is the Light, but the Light shone more brightly dur-

ing the height and power of darkness. 

June 28 John 1.6–8 
The Witness to the Light 

6–8 There was a man sent from God, 
 whose name was John. 
This man came for a witness, 
 to bear witness of the Light, 
 that all through him might believe. 
He was not that Light, 

 but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 
God sent a man! The man testified to all people 

of the Light. Great this man was, but he was not the 
Light. He came to tell all people of the Light that 
they all might believe because of the testimony of 
this man. The man’s name was John. He was not 
the Light. He was not the Word. He was not God. 
God chose this man to speak a word on behalf of the 
Light. God chose this man, leading many to think 
he was the Chosen One of Moses, the Psalms, and 
the Prophets. He was the greatest among men (Mt. 
11.11), but he fell short of One Man who was Him-
self the Light, because the One who is the Light is 

also the Word who is also the God of this Scrip-
ture. 

June 29 John 1.9–13 
The Light Came into the World 

9–13 That was the true Light which gives light 
to every man 
 coming into the world. 
He was in the world, 
 and the world was made through Him, 
 and the world did not know Him. 
He came to His own, 
 and His own did not receive Him. 
But as many as received Him, 

 to them He gave the right to become children of 
God, 

 to those who believe in His name. 
  who were born, 
   not of blood, 
   nor of the will of the flesh, 
   nor of the will of man, 
    but of God. 

The Light of whom John testified was the 
true Light. From Him every man and woman can 

John 1.1–5 
Jesus, The Infinite One

Infinite One
I encompass beginning and end.
Now lest anyone misapprehend,
I create space and time.
All are mine, how sublime!
And what’s more, I can see ‘round the bend.
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have light, because He, the Light, the Word, who 
was God, came into the world! He was here in the 
world, because He made the world, yet, the world 
did not even know Him, its Creator! The world did 
not know Him, but the world had limited knowl-
edge that He was coming into the world. The world 
could have known of Him, but the world, although 
it “knew God…did not glorify Him as God, nor 
were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, 
and their foolish hearts were darkened” (Ro. 1.21). 
Rejecting the Light, the world plunged into dark-
ness, changing “the glory of the incorruptible God 
into an image made like corruptible man—and 
birds and four-footed animals and creeping 
things” (Ro. 1.23). This led to a further fall into 
darkness, as they engaged in uncleanness, the 
lusts of their hearts, dishonoring their bodies 
among themselves, exchanging the truth of God 
for the lie, worshiping and serving the creature 
rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. 
Amen (Ro. 1.24, 25). Having gone that far, they 
went to the center of darkness, committing vile 
passions, exchanging the natural use for what is 
against nature, women with women and men 
with men, burning in their lust for one anoth-
er (Ro. 1.26, 27). Finally, steeped in darkness, 
not wanting the Light, or the Word who is God 
in their minds, He gave them over “to a debased 
mind, to do those things which are not fitting; be-
ing filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immoral-
ity, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of 
envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they 
are whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, violent, 
proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient 
to parents, undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, 
unforgiving, [and] unmerciful” (Ro. 1.28–31). But 
that was the world. What of those not of the world? 

What of those who had a greater knowledge? He 
went to them, who were actually His own people, 
but they did not receive Him. They knew He was 
coming, but they thought He would be different. 
He was as the Scripture said, but they did not see 
what the Scripture showed. While the world did not 
know Him, His own did not receive Him. The world 
was unfamiliar with Him, but His own did not like 
Him. The world fell into every form of darkness of 
the flesh. His own fell into every form of darkness of 
the spirit. Nevertheless, there were some and there 
are some today, both of the world and of His own, 
who have received Him. To those people the Light 

gave the right to become the children of God! Those 
who received Him are those who believed Him, even 
believing in His name. Those who became children 
of God were born, born again, not of the flesh, but 
of the spirit. They were not born of blood, because 
who we are in the flesh has no bearing on who we 
are in the spirit. They were not born of the will of 
the flesh, because fleshly lust has nothing to do with 
making a child of God. They were not born of the 
will of man, because this was not man’s plan, but it 

is God’s plan. Those who become children of God 
are born of the God who is the Word and the Light. 
Be prepared for what happened next. 

June 30 John 1.14 
The Light Became Flesh 

14 And the Word became flesh 
 and dwelt among us, 
 and we beheld His glory, 
  the glory as of the only begotten of the Fa-

ther, 
  full of grace and truth. 

The Word, who is God, who is the Light, 
became flesh! The Light took on human form. 
God became what we are! He did not become 
flesh and hide on a mountain, but He dwelt 
among us! He walked among us. He ate among 
us. He slept among us. People saw the glory of 
the Word, who made all things and brought 
light to all people that they might have life. They 
did not see His glorious light as we might see 
the glorious light of the sun in the sky, but they 
beheld His glory in the manner of His dwelling 
among us. His glory was as of being the only 
begotten of the Father! People saw that He came 
from the God known as the Father. Therefore, 
He Himself was God. The Father was in heaven, 

and the Son was on earth. He is the glorious out-
pouring of God the Father, showing the fullness of 
grace and truth, because He is the Grace of God and 
He is the Truth of God. The One in the beginning 
with the Father is the Word, the Light, God, Grace, 
and Truth. He is Grace and in Him is no cruelty at 
all. He is Truth and in Him is no falsehood at all. 
He is the God of Grace and Truth. He is the God of 
Light and the Word. That very One came and took 
on a body as we have! ✞

John 1.6–14 
Light/Word, Becomes Flesh

Word Becomes Flesh
John declared, “He’s the light of mankind”.
Israel’s temporarily blind.
Ev’rything, e’en the world,
All by Him were unfurled.
Then the Word was made flesh, yet confined.
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The Nature of God
We have to be careful what we say of God. Do you know of people who 

have turned from looking for God because a Christian told them erroneous 
things about God? Listening to the world talk about Him shows that Bible-
believers have often uttered the wrong thing. What Job said about God was 
right. 

And he said. 
“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, 
And naked shall I return there. 
The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; 
Blessed be the name of the LORD.” 
In all this Job did not sin nor charge God with wrong. 
(Job 1.21, 22). 

Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast to your integrity? 
Curse God and die!” But he said to her, “You speak as one of the fool-
ish women speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall 
we not accept adversity?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips (Job 
2.9, 10). 

And so it was, after the LORD had spoken these words to Job, that 
the LORD said to Eliphaz the Temanite, “My wrath is aroused against 
you and your two friends, for you have not spoken of Me what is right, 
as My servant Job has” (Job 42.7). 

What then did God rebuke in Job? It was not that Job had spoken what 
was wrong of God in everything that Job said, but Job had challenged God, 
questioned God, and commanded God. 

Job’s major problem was thinking that he knew more about God. That 
was not necessarily something against God, but it was speaking of himself too 
highly, and if you think about it, that is what God rebuked in Job. 

What we learned then is that we have to be careful how we speak about 
God and how we speak of us in relation to God. The friends had spoken truth 
concerning God, but the theme of the Book of Job is suffering, and on that 
matter the friends had not spoken the truth, because they argued that God 
always sends suffering as a form of punish for sin, and that the suffering fits 
the crime. 

�hat �id �e �earn 

�rom the �ook of �ob? 

Job hears of his ruin 
by Gustav Doré

By Don Ruhl
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“Remember now, who ever perished being inno-
cent? 

Or where were the upright ever cut off?” 
(Job 4.7) 

This passage sums up the argument of the friends. 
What is wrong with the questions in relation to God? 
The assumption is that God always punishes and nev-
er forgives, does not work with man in his weakness, 
is brutal and unkind, does not take into account that 
man is dust. It makes God sound like an insensitive 
machine.

The friends had only spoken of the justice of 
God, as though there is nothing else to Him. They 
emphasized God’s justice, but left undone His mercy 
and forgiveness. They had a lop-sided view of God. 

Job confessed that he had spoken things that 
were not right, showing his heart of humility, but the 
friends never confessed such. 

“Do you intend to rebuke my words, 
And the speeches of a desperate one, which are 

as wind?” 
(Job 6.26) 

As the above quote shows, they were heartless to-
ward Job. He said to them, 

“I also could speak as you do, 
If your soul were in my soul’s place. 
I could heap up words against you, 
And shake my head at you” 
(Job 16.4) 

They did not confess any error during the debate 
and they did not confess it to God after He had fin-
ished speaking to Job. 

The Nature of Man
What is man?We are nothing more than a cre-

ation, right along with behemoth, leviathan, and the 
other creatures God created. Who then do we think 
we are to order God around? He is the Creator; we 
are the creatures. Therefore, we answer to Him and 
He does not answer to us. 

Yet, God does not use these truths to put us 
down, unless we have sought to reverse our role with 
Him. God knows what we are.He works with us.He 
is patient with us. 

The Nature of Suffering
Can we always know why we suffer? Is it possible 

that our suffering is connected with our faith? From 
Job’s perspective, there did not appear to be any rela-
tion to his fear of God. He lost his income, his chil-
dren, and then his health. There was nothing direct 
that told him he was suffering these things because 
he feared God or that these things were attempts to 
make Job renounce God. How much is our suffering 
then related to our relationship with God? We do not 
know, but it would seem that we can know that some 
of it is. This being true, how should we react to our 
suffering? Should we not search out God? Should we 
not see our whole lives as being in God? 

The Nature of Controversy
How do we view self and our position? Humility 

in ourselves and patience with others have to be the 
ruling attitudes. The four men just knew that they 
were right and that the other side was wrong. Yet, it 
was that kind of thinking that got them into trouble. 
How do we view the other side and his position? Is 
it possible that the other side could be right? That is 
a possibility that we resist, yet, if the four men had 
listened to each other, and listened to God especially, 
they would not have erred so severely. Does it hurt 
to be kind to those with whom we disagree or who 
disagree with us? What do insults accomplish? 

The Nature of Comfort
How shall we comfort those who suffer? The 

friends started off well. Then they heard things that 
that they believed were wrong, especially because they 
had already made up their minds that Job had com-
mitted a great sin to bring on his suffering. There-
fore, when we meet the friends in chapter 2, while 
we see them going to comfort Job, in their minds Job 
had sinned and they probably assumed that he was 
in a state of repentance. Once they heard him speak, 
they knew that he was not repenting, that he had not 
recognized what the problem was. We should keep 
in mind that people in deep suffering are going to 
say inappropriate things. That does not excuse their 
wrong, but it helps us to be understanding, because 
when our time of suffering comes we will want kind-
ness from others. 

“To him who is afflicted, kindness should be 
shown by his friend, 

Even though he forsakes the fear of the Al-
mighty.” 

(Job 6.14) 

The Nature of Our Thinking
The Book of Job showed us that humility before 

both God and men is always necessary. Even after we 
have gained much knowledge, we have to be careful 
how we use that knowledge, and how it makes us, 
that is, do we stay humble or do we become arrogant? 
I believe that the last sentence of First Corinthians 
8.1 is something to keep in mind as we read the Book 
of Job and as we go through life, “Knowledge puffs 
up, but love edifies” (1Cor 8.1b). 

The argument between Job and his friends be-
came an argument over knowledge rather than a time 
of ministry based on love, which is how it started. In 
love, the friends sought to comfort their friend, but 
they heard things with which they disagreed, and they 
believed they had to answer him and correct him. ✞
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