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By Dave Miller, Ph.D. 

Depending on your age and 
generation, no doubt you 
have noticed a change that 

has come over much of the Ameri-
can population. Citizens are becom-
ing more discourteous, impolite, and 
rude. A recent Associated Press poll on 
American public attitudes about rude-
ness found that 69% of those polled 
believe that Americans are more rude 
than 20 or 30 years ago (“American 
Manners…,” 2005). Perhaps you have 

approached the cash register of a store 
or fast food restaurant in hopes of 
checking out promptly. Instead, you 
are faced with employees chatting with 
each other, seemingly oblivious to your 
presence. When you eventually are 
noticed, the employees’ nonverbal sig-
nals make you feel as if you have inter-
rupted them. What’s more, you cannot 
help noticing that their conversation is 
frivolous chit-chat, centered perhaps 
on social life, romantic relationships, 
or dissatisfaction with their employer 

or fellow employee. The very idea that 
their jobs actually depend on customer 
satisfaction seems to be of no concern. 
Where once American business literally 
survived and thrived on the notion that 
“the customer is always right,” now the 
widespread sentiment seems to be “I 
could care less about the customer—
just pay me for doing as little as pos-
sible.” Attentiveness, generosity, and 
caring service have all but evaporated. 
How many times have you entered a 
restaurant and noticed unclean tables 

and unkempt floors? How often have 
you made a trip to the grocery store 
only to encounter shelves unstocked 
or in disarray—with the very item you 
came for sold out? In bygone days, the 
average grocery store manager would 
have considered such a situation with 
disgust—even alarm due to lost sales 
and customer dissatisfaction—and 
called the negligent employees to ac-
count for their inefficiency. 

Another indication of the decline 
in virtue in American culture in the last 

Are Americans Becoming Uncivil? 
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50 years is the behavior of motorists on 
America’s highways. Where once most 
truckers were renowned for their unas-
suming, courteous driving habits and 
their willingness to give way to auto-
mobiles and even extend assistance to 
the stranded motorist, an increasing 
number of truckers bully smaller ve-
hicles by changing lanes unsafely, and 
radio airways are filled with foul lan-
guage and truck-
ers cursing other 
truckers. Exceed-
ing the speed 
limit is now the 
norm on the In-
terstate. Cutting 
in line, tail-gait-
ing, and angry 
exclamations are 
commonplace on 
the highways of 
the nation. 

Politics has 
become an even 
nastier business. 
Cutthroat tactics 
and bashing op-
ponents charac-
terize a majority. 
In fact, the polite, 
civil candidate is pummeled and left in 
a state of shock. Children speak disre-
spectfully to adults in public. Individu-
als cut in line in stores, post offices, and 
amusement parks. Telemarketers seem 
kind and genuinely concerned—until 
the customer refuses to buy the prod-
uct. Then the telemarketer often turns 

nasty and shows obvious irritation with 
the consumer. Where once the average 
gas station provided eager service to 
customers—not only pumping the gas-
oline, but washing the windows, check-
ing the oil, and adding air to the tires 
—it’s now “every man for himself.” 

Granted, it could be much worse. 
Compare America with many other na-
tions of the world. Take, for example, 

Islamic nations, 
where the peo-
ple press against 
each other in the 
streets and in the 
marketplace, jos-
tling each other 
and competing 
for services. Many 
seem to be com-
pletely focused 
on self—with 
little thought and 
concern for those 
around them. 
But historically, 
such societal cir-
cumstances have 
not been typical 
of America. 

What has 
happened? How can such profound 
change come over an entire civiliza-
tion? The Founders of the American 
Republic anticipated just this social 
scenario—and even described the cir-
cumstances under which it the Ameri-
can Republic anticipated just this so-
cial scenario—and even described the 

circumstances under which it would 
occur. The Founders predicted that: 
if Americans do not retain an ardent 
commitment to the moral principles of 
Christianity, civil society will wane. 

Consider the following prophetic 
voices. In the 1811 New York State 
Supreme Court case of The People v. 
Ruggles, the “Father of American Ju-
risprudence,” James Kent, explained 
the importance 
of punishing 
unchristian be-
havior, when 
he wrote that 
Americans are 
a “people whose 
manners are 
refined, and 
whose mor-
als have been 
elevated and 
inspired with a 
more enlarged 
benevo lence , 
by means of the 
Christian re-
ligion” (1811, 
emp. added). 
The gentility of 
the American 
spirit has historically been contrasted 
with those peoples “whose sense of 
shame would not be effected by what 
we should consider the most audacious 
outrages upon decorum” (1811, emp. 
added). 

Such thinking was typical of the 
Founders. In his scathing repudiation 

of Thomas Paine’s The Age of Reason, 
Continental Congress president Elias 
Boudinot insisted: “[O]ur country 
should be preserved from the dreadful 
evil of becoming enemies to the religion 
of the Gospel, which I have no doubt, 
but would be introductive of the dis-
solution of government and the bonds 
of civil society” (1801, p. xxii, emp. 
added). Dr. Benjamin Rush added his 

blunt observa-
tion: “Without 
the restraints 
of religion and 
social worship, 
men become 
savages” (1951, 
1:505, emp. 
added). Noah 
Webster stated: 
“[R]eligion has 
an excellent ef-
fect in repress-
ing vices [and] 
in softening 
the manners of 
men” (1794, 
Vol. 2, Ch. 44, 
emp. added). 

The Found-
ers believed 

that should Christian principles be jet-
tisoned by Americans, manners would 
be corrupted, and social anarchy and 
the fall of the Republic would naturally 
follow. Declaration signer and “The Fa-
ther of the American Revolution,” Sam-
uel Adams, issued a solemn warning in 
a letter to James Warren on February 

James Kent (1763–1847) Noah Webster (1758–1843)
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12, 1779: “A general dissolution of the 
principles and manners will more surely 
overthrow the liberties of America than 
the whole force of the common enemy” 
(1908, 4:124). In his inaugural address 
as the Governor of Massachusetts in 
1780, Founder John Hancock insisted 
that both our freedom and our very 
existence as a Republic will be deter-
mined by public attachment to Chris-
tian morality: 
“Manners, by 
which not only 
the freedom, 
but the very 
existence of 
the republics, 
are greatly af-
fected, depend 
much upon 
the public in-
stitutions of re-
ligion and the 
good educa-
tion of youth” 
(as quoted in 
Brown, 1898, 
p. 269, emp. 
added). The 
words of Dec-
laration signer 
John Witherspoon are frightening: 
“Nothing is more certain than that a 
general profligacy and corruption of 
manners make a people ripe for de-
struction” (1802, 3:41, emp. added). 
In contrasting the general religion of 
Christianity with Islam, John Quincy 
Adams likewise explained: 

The fundamental doctrine 
of the Christian religion, is the 
extirpation of hatred from the 
human heart. It forbids the ex-
ercise of it, even towards ene-
mies. There is no denomination 
of Christians, which denies or 
misunderstands this doctrine. 
All understand it alike—all ac-

knowledge 
its obliga-
tions; and 
h o w e v e r 
imperfect-
ly, in the 
pu rpo s e s 
of Divine 
P r o v i -
dence, its 
e f f i c a c y 
has been 
shown in 
the prac-
tice of 
Christians, 
it has not 
been whol-
ly inopera-
tive upon 
them. Its 

effect has been upon the man-
ners of nations. It has mitigated 
the horrors of war—it has soft-
ened the features of slavery—it 
has humanized the intercourse 
of social life (1830, p. 300, 
emp. added). 

There is no question that the influ-
ence of the Christian religion in Amer-
ica has been significantly curtailed dur-
ing the last half-century. So what would 
we expect to occur? We would fully 
expect citizens to become uncivil, im-
polite, and discourteous. We would ex-
pect them to abandon the fundamental 
principle of human conduct articulated 
by Jesus Himself: “Therefore, what-
ever you want 
men to do to 
you, do also to 
them” (Mat-
thew 7:12). 

As people 
move further 
away from 
Christianity, 
they will inevi-
tably become 
selfish, self-
centered, and 
savage in their 
treatment of 
their fellow-
man. The only 
hope, the only 
solution, is to 
return to the 
principles of 
the religion of Jesus Christ. ✞
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Based on the New King James Version
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Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from 

this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php
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June 1 
Psalm 47.1–4 
Our God Is Awesome 

1–4 Oh, clap your hands, all you peoples… Not 
just Israel, but let all peoples clap and shout. Let all 
peoples celebrate God. He created us all. Do Chris-
tians have anything to celebrate? We have more rea-
sons than anyone! We have every spiritual blessing 
in Christ in the heavenly places! (Eph 1.3–14). He 
chose us in Him before the foundation of the world. 
He has predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus 
Christ to Himself. We are to the praise of the glory 
of His grace. He made us accepted in the Beloved. 
In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of sins. He has made known to us the 
mystery of His will. In Him we have obtained an 
inheritance. We are sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
promise. Therefore, shout to God triumphantly. Do 
not whisper of the good things from our God. Let 
us hear the shout of triumph. Say, “Amen” loudly at 
the end of prayers in the assembly. Sing as though 
you are trying to be heard above the roof. Why are 
we quiet? 

June 2 
Psalm 47.1–4 
Our God Is Awesome 

1–4 Oh, clap your hands, all you peoples… 
The sons of Korah gave four reasons for celebrating 
God: 

Yahweh Most High is awesome. 
He is the great King over all the earth. 
He will subdue the peoples under us, whole 
nations under our feet. 
He will choose our inheritance for us, which 
is the excellence of Jacob whom He loves. 

Did you hear what they said? He who is capable 
of being King over all the earth, capable of subdu-
ing whole nations under our feet, and capable of 
giving us an incorruptible, undefiled, non-fading 
inheritance in heaven is worthy of our celebration, 
so celebrate Him! “Selah” Stop and think on these 
things. Yahweh is God over the church, and over all 
things to the church, and for the sake of the church. 
Pause and ponder what the church is since He sub-
dues all the nations under our feet. The following 
poem appeared in The Treasury of David by Charles 
Spurgeon, but with no title or author, 

Muse awhile, obedient thought, 
Lo, the theme’s with rapture fraught; 
See thy King, whose realm extends 
E’en to earth’s remotest ends! 
Gladly shall the nations own 
Him their Lord and God alone; 
Clap their hands with holy mirth, 
Hail him Monarch of the earth. 
Come, my soul, before him bow, 
Gladdest of his subjects thou; 
Leave thy portion to his choice, 
In his sovereign will rejoice, 
This thy purest, deepest bliss, 
He is thine and thou art his. 

1.
2.
3.

4.

June 3 
Psalm 47.5–7 

Sing Praises to God 

5–7 God has gone up with a shout… God has 
responded with a shout and gone up, accompanied 
by the sound of a trumpet. The angels shout. God 
shouts. The church should shout! How do we shout? 
Is it just a chaotic shout? Hear the sons of Korah 
in verses 6 and 7. They said to sing. Shout in our 
singing. Quit being timid, as Paul told Timothy, 
“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of 
power…” (2Ti 1.7). Sing praises to the Lord. This is 
so needed that the sons of Korah said it four times 
in verse 6! They said it again in verse 7! Let songs of 
praise roll off our lips. The world has much to be de-
pressed about, but we have a King who is over all the 
earth, and He is greater than all troubles combined. 
Do you know this King? You do? Then why sing like 
a worm? Sing praises to Him because He is King 
of all the earth. The sons of Korah said this twice 
in the Psalm. We need to hear it again, because we 
forget who rules the earth. We think that Jesus is 
only Lord over the church. Remember His words 
to the apostles before He ascended to the Father, 
“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and 
on earth” (Matt 28.18). So again, they said to sing 
praises, to sing them with understanding! 

June 4 
Psalm 47.5–7 
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Sing Praises to God 

5–7 God has gone up with a shout… We are not 
singing for the sheer joy of singing, but we know 
of whom we sing. We know, we see, we understand 
that He works in the world! He is awesome! He is the 
great king over all the earth! He subdues the peoples 
under us! He chooses our inheritance! Did the sons 
of Korah say again, that God is the King of all the 
earth? Therefore, we ask the same question and give 
the same answer as Paul, “What is the conclusion 
then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray 
with the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, 
and I will also sing with the understanding” (1Co 
14.15). Amazingly, the sons of Korah had more to 
say about this!

June 5 
Psalm 47.8, 9 

God Reigns 

8, 9 God reigns over the nations… Who did they 
say reigns over the affairs of earth? God reigns over 
the nations. Have you read the Bible from Genesis 
to Revelation? Do you read it all every year? Then 
you know that God reigns, not only over old Isra-
el, and not only over the present church, but just 
as the sons of Korah wrote and the chief musician 
sang, “God reigns over the nations,” then and now. 
God sits on His holy throne. What happened to the 
throne of Egypt? Where is the throne of Babylon? 
Can anyone find the throne of Rome? Why are they 
gone? A king who sat on his throne for forty years, 
wrote, 

It is an abomination for kings to commit wick-
edness, 

For a throne is established by righteousness. 
(Pro 16.12) 

June 6 
Psalm 47.8, 9 

God Reigns 

8, 9 God reigns over the nations… God was sit-
ting on His throne in the beginning, and during the 
days of the sons of Korah, and He sits on His throne 
now. Why has His throne lasted? His throne is holy. 
Therefore, His throne shall never go away, because 
His holiness is never going away. As we heard Solo-
mon say, “a throne is established by righteousness,” 
which is holiness. Again, it is written, 

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of 
Your throne; 

Mercy and truth go before Your face. 
(Psa 89.14) 

June 7 
Psalm 47.8, 9 

God Reigns 

8, 9 God reigns over the nations… The princes 
of the people have gathered together, the people of 

the God of Abraham. Remember, if you are Christ’s, 
then you are Abraham’s seed. “And if you are Christ’s, 
then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to 
the promise” (Gal 3.29). Yes, Psalm 47 is in the Old 
Testament, but as Christians we are Abraham’s seed. 
We belong to an Old Testament character. There-
fore, we, the people of the God of Abraham, have 
gathered together to clap, to shout, to sing praises 
to our God. God the Father through Jesus the Son 
brings us all together. If He can do that, He can 
do all things. He is the King. We are the princes. 
He rules, but we rule with Him as part of His royal 
court! The shields of the earth belong to God. All 
militaries, all defenses, all glories, all names, belong 
to Him who rules the earth. Do you see that He is 
highly exalted? 

Have you exalted Him in your heart? He could 
force Himself upon the affections of your heart, but 
He desires your willing submission. Do you believe 
that Jesus is Lord? If that is in your heart, why not 
confess it? If you are willing to go that far, why not 
live it? You start living it by dying, dying to your self 
and everything, and getting buried in a grave, which 
we call baptism. 

God Is Our Guide
You cannot survive outside the church

June 8 
Psalm 48 

Where is the place to be? Is it your favorite va-
cation spot? Vacations are nice, but soon we desire 
to return home. Home is the place to be. Home is 
where we live. Home is where the people we love 
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also live. Where is the place to be? It is God’s fa-
vorite place. It is the place where He lives. It is our 
home also. He whom we love lives there. What is 
this place? Do you want to be a part of it? Psalm 
48 shows us the place to be. It is the place to be for 
Him, because His people live there. Psalm 48 tells 
us that God is our guide getting us to that place. 
Psalms 46–48 form a triplet: 

Psalm 46 – God is present to help 
us. 

Psalm 47 – God is the Great King 
over all nations. 

Psalm 48 – God the King is in His 
holy city. 

These three psalms show what God 
is to us: 

He is present.
He is sovereign.
He is lovingkindness.
He is with us.
He is our King.
He is our Security.
He greatly helps.
He is greatly to be exalted.
He is greatly to be praised.

God Is Our Guide
You cannot survive outside the church

June 9 
Psalm 48 

Psalm 48 speaks of Mount Zion, which is a sym-
bol of the church. When we read of Mount Zion 
in a psalm, we should transfer the psalmist’s think-
ing to the church. What the psalmists said about 
Mount Zion is said about the church. Hebrews 12 
explains that in God’s mind the true Mount Zion 
is the church, “But you have come to Mount Zion 
and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Je-
rusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, to 

the general assembly and church of the firstborn 
who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of 
all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, to Jesus 
the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood 
of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of 
Abel” (Heb 12.22–24).

June 10 
The Preface to Psalm 

48 
A Song. A Psalm of the sons of Korah. The sons 

of Korah wrote several psalms that have been pre-
served: Psalms 42, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 
49, 84, 85, 87, and 88. They knew the 
power of a song and a prayer. The larg-
est Book in the Bible is the Book of 
Psalms, a Book of songs and prayers. 
Songs move the soul. For each gen-
eration, I could name secular songs or 
spiritual songs and memories would 
flood your soul. Doing what these men 
did is not easy. Writing the lyrics and 
writing the music, takes talent. If you 
do not believe it, try writing a song and 
see how popular it becomes.

June 11 
Psalm 48.1–3 

Great Is the Lord In His City 

1–3 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be 
praised… Great is the Lord, although the sons of 
Korah did not say why immediately. We know that 
the Lord is great. Where shall we begin and where 
shall we end? Let’s stay with the sons of Korah in 
Psalm 48 and see what led them to conclude, “Great 
is the Lord.” The Lord is greatly to be praised in 
His city. His city, His town’s people ought to be the 

Psalm 48.1–14
Messiah’s Final Victory

Strolling Thru Zion
Praise the Lord in His city of choice,
Even Zion itself will rejoice.
Other kings” faces pale.
When they saw it, turned tail.
But we”ll stroll there for e”er, girls and boice.
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first ones to praise Him. Cities like to boast of sons 
and daughters who make it big. Washington, D. C. 
boasts of magnificent leaders. Yet, what city can say 
it is the city of God? Let old Mount Zion praise its 
God. Let new Mount Zion, the church, praise her 
God. We are His city! We are His mountain! Look 
at His city on His holy mountain. It is holy as He 
is holy. It is beautiful in elevation. Mount Zion of 
the earth is elevated, especially compared to its sur-
roundings. 15 miles to the east is the Dead Sea, over 
1300 feet below sea level. 33 miles to the west is the 
Mediterranean Sea at sea level. The average eleva-
tion of the continents, according to one source, is 
2,750 feet. The elevation of Jerusalem is between 
2200 and 2600. It almost the ideal elevation. Look-
ing at pictures of Mount Zion, we may not be im-
pressed. With my computer I was able to look at sat-
ellite pictures of Jerusalem, and I compared it with 
Grants Pass, Oregon, and Miami, Florida. The latter 
two look much better. Then again, what did Jerusa-
lem look like three thousand years ago? We know 
that trees have been cut down for various reasons. Is 
beauty only to the eye? 

June 12 
Psalm 48.1–3 

Great Is the Lord In His City 

1–3 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be 
praised… What did the sons of Korah say was so 
beautiful about Mount Zion? It was the city of 
God, because He dwelt there. That makes it beauti-
ful. How beautiful is a beautiful place, if people you 
know and love do not live there? A not so desirable 

place to the eye is beautiful if the people you know 
and love are there. Mount Zion is on the sides of the 
north. In Isaiah 14, the king of Babylon used this 
expression to proclaim that he was god or god-like. 

For you have said in your heart: 
“I will ascend into heaven, 
I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; 
I will also sit on the mount of the congregation 
On the farthest sides of the north; 
I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, 
I will be like the Most High.” 
(Isa 14.13, 14) 

June 13 
Psalm 48.1–3 

Great Is the Lord In His City 

1–3 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be 
praised… The sons of Korah were claiming that Yah-
weh God is the true God, because He was seated in 
the great city that was the true north. While Mount 
Zion was in the northern part of Jerusalem, yet, the 
sons of Korah were taking that figure of speech and 
went higher with it. God is the true King over all the 
earth. Since He did this from Jerusalem, this made 
that city the most significant in ancient times. The 
church is the heavenly Jerusalem, making it the most 
significant entity on earth. Ephesians 1 shows the 
place of Christ and the church, “…which He worked 
in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and 
seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 
far above all principality and power and might and 

dominion, and every name that is named, not only 
in this age but also in that which is to come. And 
He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to 
be head over all things to the church, which is His 
body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all” (Eph 
1.20–23). It is the joy of the whole earth. It is from 
Mount Zion that the Gospel was first preached. It 
is the city of the great King. This is where He was 
crucified, bringing salvation to all people. 

June 14 
Psalm 48.4–7 
The Kings Assembled 

4–7 For behold, the kings assembled… The 
kings assembled against Mount Zion. They passed 
by together. When they saw it, they marveled, 
they were troubled, and they hastened away. What 
happened to them? Fear took hold of them there. 
They had pain as a woman does when she delivers 
a child. Their fear was as when God broke the ships 
of Tarshish with an east wind. Many have been the 
kings that have gathered against Jerusalem, many of 
which the Bible records, but many are not found 
there. Nevertheless, Mount Zion is still on the earth 
and it is occupied. Many have attacked the church, 
and her old enemies are gone, but she is still here. So 
will it be with our current enemies. When God was 
in His holy city, no army, regardless of its strength, 
could prevail against Mount Zion. “And they went 
after them to the Jordan; and indeed all the road 
was full of garments and weapons which the Syrians 
had thrown away in their haste. So the messengers 
returned and told the king” (2Ki 7.15). Likewise, 
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when God is in heavenly Jerusalem, there is not a 
force that can withstand us. They will strike against 
us, but they shall not prevail. They shall vanish, yet, 
the church shall always be here. “We are receiving 
a kingdom which cannot be shaken” (Heb 12.28). 
Remember, many have been the kings and persecu-
tors against true Mount Zion, but they are all gone, 
and the church is still here. 

June 15 
Psalm 48.8 

We Saw What We Heard 

8 As we have heard, So we have seen In the city 
of the LORD of hosts… The sons of Korah had heard 
of God’s dealings with Mount Zion. We have too. 
I encourage you to learn church history. Then they 
saw it for themselves. When you learn how Mount 
Zion was attacked ages ago, and when you learn of 
the church’s enemies, then you watch what is going 
on against the church and Christianity today, you 
will conclude you are seeing what you had previ-
ously heard. What they saw was God establishing 
Mount Zion forever. Never forget the attacks of 
Rome, the apostate church, and now the secular-
ists. You will see all of them vanish. Selah. We pause 
to consider American history and her current con-
dition. Pause to think of the magnificence of the 
church. The prophets foretold her. And she shall 
remain forever. Stop and ponder the truths that we 
have heard and then seen. “This assurance lifts the 
soul heavenward, bends the knees to pray, tunes the 
lips to sing and strengthens the heart to continue” 
(Leroy Brownlow). 

June 16 
Psalm 48.9–11 

Thinking on God 

9–11 We have thought, O God, on Your loving-
kindness… In the middle of God’s temple, the sons 
of Korah thought on God’s lovingkindness. Those 
are our thoughts when assembled with the church. 
“Holy men are thoughtful men; they do not [allow] 
God’s wonders to pass before their eyes and melt into 
forgetfulness, but they meditate deeply upon them” 
(Charles Spurgeon, p. 362). Think on God’s loving-
kindness especially as seen in the church. Then talk 
to another Christian about your thoughts. Praising 
God to the ends of the earth in accordance with His 
name. He is God over all the earth. Why not praise 
Him from every point. People like to praise God 
when at the coast or in the mountains and that is a 
good time to do it, because you are surrounded by 
His creation. If you saw a beaver building a dam, or 
wasps constructing a nest, or ants herding aphids, 
you would say wow look at these magnificent crea-
tures God has created and what they are able to do. 
Why not praise God when in a city built by man. 
God created man, as much as God created the bird, 
which can build a nest and raise young, so look at 
the capabilities God has given man and what we can 
do. His right hand is full of righteousness. There-
fore, be glad Mount Zion and her daughters because 
of God’s judgments. Many foes have beat up Mount 
Zion and her people, and heavenly Mount Zion 
has been beaten up for 1900 years. Yet, God always 
judges our enemies and leaves us established.

June 17 
Psalm 48.12–14 

Walk About Zion 

12–14 Walk about Zion, And go all around 
her. Count her towers… Inspect Zion. Christ is the 
Builder and Founder. He is the foundation. We 
are the living stones. Jesus is the entrance, because 
He is the door. Jesus is the Head. Jesus is the sign 
(Acts 4.11, 12; Matt 18.20; Rom 16.16). Jesus is the 
way to the church. Jesus is the message. Jesus is the 
source of all blessings. Inspect her to the generation 
that comes after us. Be familiar with the church and 
her history that you may tell it to those who shall 
come after us. This is the work of our God forever 
and ever, our guide till death. As we approach death, 
we see its gates. They are open, waiting for us. Even 
at that moment, He is guiding us. Do not be terri-
fied. 

Psalm 48, as a symbol for the church, has told us 
to look at the dwelling place of God, enjoy the city 
of God, celebrate the home of God! How then can 
someone survive outside the church?

Wealth 
Wealth does not hold all the answers

June 18 
Psalm 49 

Think on this poem with Psalm 49 in mind . A 
man said, 
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A thousand times God called his name, 
A thousand times God touched his hand; 
He turned aside for wealth and fame, 
And built his house upon the sand. 
—Franklin Pierce Reno

June 19 
The Preface

To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of 
the sons of Korah. To sing of wealth 
sounds grand, but the sons of Korah 
sang not of the glories of wealth. They 
sang of its powerlessness. Great are the 
wealthy, if God so chooses to make us. 
Greater is he who understands that there 
is something greater than wealth. Let us 
sing of that greater thing.

June 20 
Psalm 49.1–4 

Listen to This! 

1–4 Hear this, all peoples… Let all people ev-
erywhere always, hear the lyrics of this song. Are 
you low or high? Are you rich or poor? Do the poor 
need to hear what the Bible warns about wealth? 
Yes, lest they be tempted into thinking that wealth 
is the answer. Let those in every part of life hear 
because the low will find delight in these words, the 
high will find a warning. Let us all listen because we 

will hear wisdom and understanding; we will hear a 
proverb and a dark saying explained, because verses 
3 and 4 show that God expects us to use our minds 
to understand things, to increase our faith by believ-
ing what He reveals, to incline or submit our minds 
to His way of thinking, to excite our hearts through 
song, and to use our skill to show others His truths. 
God revealed something in this psalm because He 
knows there is a huge temptation for us. He wants 

us to hear that we might not fear. 

June 21 
Psalm 49.1–4 

Listen to This! 

1–4 Hear this, all peoples… The sons of Korah 
said, “I will disclose my dark saying on the harp,” 
because truth set to music is not easily forgotten. 
Years later, we sing of its truth. The sons of Korah 
did not sing meaningless words of poetry, but sang 
poetically with words of meaning. There were dark 
sayings, but they disclosed them. They were like 
divers going for pearl oysters, going down into the 
darkness, bringing up precious gems most of us can-

not retrieve. What the sons of Korah had 
to say is not popular. They show truths 
to us about wealth that we would pre-
fer not to hear. Or we know that what 
they say is true…about the other guy, 
but we know that we can be the excep-
tion. Therefore, the sons of Korah had to 
press upon us that we listen to the words 
of wisdom given to them from the Holy 
Spirit, because the words of this Psalm 
are about us and to us. “And [Jesus] said 
to them, ‘He who has ears to hear, let 
him hear!’” (Mark 4.9). 

June 22 
Psalm 49.5 

Why Fear? 

5 Why should I fear in the days of evil, When the 
iniquity at my heels surrounds me? Why fear? They 
declared it because we are tempted to do it. Iniquity 
surrounds us, putting us in fear. Genesis 3 records 
that God told the serpent, 

“And I will put enmity 

Psalm 49.1–20
Riches Can’t Redeem Man

Bearish Outlook
 
Not the Lord but it’s riches they cherish.
Like the beasts of the field they will perish.
We fear not rich and proud
Since no pockets in shroud,
And their future looks dark and nightmarish.
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Between you and the woman, 
And between your seed and her Seed; 
He shall bruise your head, 
And you shall bruise His heel.” 
(Gen 3.15). 

Psalm 22 prophesied that iniquity through the 
Roman dogs (the Roman soldiers) would surround 
Jesus, 

For dogs have surrounded Me; 
The congregation of the wicked has enclosed 

Me. 
They pierced My hands and My feet 
(Psa 22.16) 

June 23 
Psalm 49.5 

Why Fear? 

5 Why should I fear in the days of evil, When 
the iniquity at my heels surrounds me? The serpent 
was still at it during the days of the sons of Korah. 
Then the Spirit through Paul in Romans 16 made 
this promise to us, which shows that the serpent is 
still at our heels, “And the God of peace will crush 
Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you. Amen” (Rom 16.20). I 
shall not fear, if I have not made my hope what the 
world makes its hope. Let iniquity surround us! We 
shall not fear! 

June 24 
Psalm 49.6–9 

Wealth’s Limits 

6–9 Those who trust in their wealth And boast 
in the multitude of their riches… People trust in 
wealth. The more of it they have, the better their 
lives shall be, they believe. The sons of Korah sang 
of not fearing when iniquity surrounds us. This is 
even true if the iniquity surrounding us are the rich 
and powerful people. The people we are tempted to 
fear put their trust in wealth, but we put our trust in 
Him who gives us the power to get wealth! Can we 
use wealth to redeem our brother from God? When 
God takes something can we get it back? Is the 
Owner of the universe impressed with our wealth? 
He owns the cattle on a thousand hills! He owns the 
world and all its fullness (Psa 50.12). How much is 
a soul worth? The sons of Korah said that we cannot 
redeem our brother from God, because the redemp-
tion of their souls is costly. Is there enough wealth 
in the world that we may give to God a ransom for 
our brother? When death starts to chase the rich and 
powerful, will it accept a bribe from them? How 
many rich and powerful people of the past are still 
here? When hell opens wide its door and pulls them 
in, is there a key they may buy that will allow them 
to unlock the door of hell that they might escape? 

June 25 
Psalm 49.10–12 

Wealth Stays Behind 

10–12 For he sees wise men die; Likewise the 
fool and the senseless person perish… Did you hear 
verse 10? Those with wealth witness the death of 
wise men, men who are wiser than the wealthy man! 
Shall the wealthy with less wisdom escape death? All 
kinds of people die. The wise man dies. The fool 
dies. The senseless person dies. The scholar dies. 
The ignoramus dies. The king in his castle dies. The 
homeless man dies. How much of their wealth do 
they leave behind? All of it! Job said, 

“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, 
And naked shall I return there. 
The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken 

away; 
Blessed be the name of the LORD.” 
(Job 1.21) 

June 26 
Psalm 49.10–12 

Wealth Stays Behind 

10–12 For he sees wise men die; Likewise the 
fool and the senseless person perish… Paul reminded 
Timothy, “For we brought nothing into this world, 
and it is certain we can carry nothing out” (1Ti 6.7). 
Yet, people think and live as though their dwellings 
shall last forever. They call their lands after their 
own names. The earth goes from one generation to 
another and the wealthy think that their lands shall 
do the same. They amass large land holdings and 
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other wealth, providing every security, yet, when 
they die they cannot stop those quarreling over 
it. We hold people in honor, but they do not re-
main. They all end up like beasts. They perish. 
It is said that everyone has 15 minutes of fame. 
What happens after the 15 minutes? We vanish! 
J. Paul Getty, once America’s richest man, and his 
German Shepherd dogs all died. Hear the amaz-
ing reversal of life in verse 12. The wicked wealthy 
wanted to last forever, but they did not. They did 
not want to live like animals, but they died as ani-
mals. Therefore, let us not fear the growth of the 
wealth of the wicked. As Jesus said, “By your pa-
tience possess your souls” (Luke 21.19). 

June 27 
Psalm 49.13, 14 
The Way of the Foolish 

13, 14 This is the way of those who are foolish, 
And of their posterity who approve their sayings… 
What happens to the foolish and their supporters? 
Selah, think on that a moment. The fool tries to 
sound wise with his sayings, but something hap-
pens to the fool just like the wise. They both die. 
The wealthy are placed in the dirt, which was the 
last place they wanted to be. Then what happens 
to them? Death feeds on them. They decay just 
like the kitchen scraps I put in my compost pile! 
Ultimately, the upright shall have dominion. The 
fool finds torment in hell, begging for mercy from 
the wise. “So it was that the beggar died, and was 
carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The 

rich man also died and was buried. And being in 
torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. Then 
he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy 
on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip 
of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I 
am tormented in this flame’” (Luke 16.22–24). 

June 28 
Psalm 49.15 

God Shall Receive Us 

15 But God will redeem my soul from the 
power of the grave, For He shall receive me. Selah. 
It is not our wealth given to God that redeems 
us, but God Himself redeems us. He receives and 
accepts us. Let the wealthy reject us and persecute 
us. The Giver of wealth knows that we are rich in 
wisdom. Selah, pause and think on that. 

June 29 
Psalm 49.16–20 

Do Not Fear the Rich 

16–20 Do not be afraid when one becomes 
rich, When the glory of his house is increased… 
Verses 1–15 of this psalm being true, do not be 
afraid when a wicked person becomes rich. He 
is not greater than you. His wealth is temporary. 
His wealth will stay behind when he dies. He may 

be high and honored, but the Lord will right all 
things in due time. “The fault…was not in amass-
ing riches but in overestimating their value” (Le-
roy Brownlow). He may bless himself, and people 
do praise you when you bless yourself. Neverthe-
less, self-opinion and public opinion do not stop 
death. Death does not care how honorable you 
are. Death pays no attention to wisdom or fool-
ishness. 

Therefore, “Do not lay up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy 
and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not 
break in and steal” (Matt 6.19, 20). “Set your 
mind on things above, not on things on the earth” 
(Col 3.2). 

God Shines From the 
Perfection of Beauty 

Watch what God does 

June 30 
Psalm 50 

Let everyone hear Psalm 50! Are your ears 
open? Do not let the words of this psalm enter 
your ears and bounce out because your heart is 
closed. We open the ears to let words enter the 
heart. God wants us all gathered around His 
word. We are His children. Let us hear what our 
Father wants to tell us. ✞
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The Story of the Bible By Steve Lloyd

By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things 
not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared 

an ark for the saving of his household, by which 
he condemned the world and became heir of 
the righteousness which is according to faith 

(Heb 11.7). 

6.1 Now it came to pass, when men 
began to multiply on the face of 
the earth, and daughters were born 
to them, 2 that the sons of God 
saw the daughters of men, that 
they were beautiful; and they took 
wives for themselves of all whom 
they chose. 

6.3 And the LORD said, “My Spirit 
shall not strive with man forever, 
for he is indeed flesh; yet his days 
shall be one hundred and twenty 
years.” 4 There were giants on the 
earth in those days, and also after-
ward, when the sons of God came 
in to the daughters of men and 

they bore children to them. Those 
were the mighty men who were of 
old, men of renown. 

6.5 Then the LORD saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every intent of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually. 6 And the LORD was 
sorry that He had made man on 
the earth, and He was grieved in 
His heart. 7 So the LORD said, 
“I will destroy man whom I have 
created from the face of the earth, 
both man and beast, creeping 
thing and birds of the air, for I am 
sorry that I have made them.” 8 
But Noah found grace in the eyes 
of the LORD. 

6.9 This is the genealogy of Noah. 
Noah was a just man, perfect in 
his generations. Noah walked with 
God. 10 And Noah begot three 

sons. Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

6.11 The earth also was corrupt be-
fore God, and the earth was filled 
with violence. 12 So God looked 
upon the earth, and indeed it was 
corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted 
their way on the earth. 

6.13 And God said to Noah, “The 
end of all flesh has come before 
Me, for the earth is filled with 
violence through them; and behold, 
I will destroy them with the earth. 
14 Make yourself an ark of gopher-
wood; make rooms in the ark, and 
cover it inside and outside with 
pitch. 15 And this is how you shall 
make it. The length of the ark shall 
be three hundred cubits, its width 
fifty cubits, and its height thirty 
cubits. 16 You shall make a window 
for the ark, and you shall finish it 
to a cubit from above; and set the 

Lesson 3: The Flood
Genesis 6
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door of the ark in its side. You shall 
make it with lower, second, and third 
decks. 17 And behold, I Myself am 
bringing floodwaters on the earth, to 
destroy from under heaven all flesh in 
which is the breath of life; everything 
that is on the earth shall die. 18 But I 
will establish My covenant with you; 
and you shall go into the ark—you, 
your sons, your wife, and your sons’ 
wives with you. 19 And of every liv-
ing thing of all flesh you shall bring 
two of every sort into the ark, to 
keep them alive with you; they shall 
be male and female. 20 Of the birds 
after their kind, of animals after their 
kind, and of every creeping thing of 
the earth after its kind, two of every 
kind will come to you to keep them 
alive. 21 And you shall take for your-
self of all food that is eaten, and you 
shall gather it to yourself; and it shall 
be food for you and for them.” 

6.22 Thus Noah did; according to all 
that God commanded him, so he did. 

Questions:
Why did God destroy the 
earth with a flood?

What was the purpose of the 
ark?

How many people were 
saved from the flood? See 1 
Peter 3.18-20.

How big was the ark? See 
verse 15.

Read Hebrews 11.7

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

The Story of the Bible 
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� have rejoiced in the way of 
�our testimonies, 

�s much as in all riches.  
(Psalm 119.14)


