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By Don Ruhl 

Have you thought on the multiplicity of messages found in the first verse of the Bible? “In 
the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen 1.1). Before my conversion, someone 
showed me how much this verse says about creation. 

In the beginning: Time 
God: Force 
Created: Energy 
The Heavens: Space 
The Earth: Material 

That short simple sentence also contains multiple messages about God.  
“In the beginning God” – The Eternity of God 
In the beginning God was. He did not begin, for as God He has always been even as He will 

always be. He is present for us. Psalm 90 declares the eternity of God. It was not that He was and 
then ceased to be, but Moses wrote that before this earth and from eternity to eternity, God is still 
God. He is still who He was and will be. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, 
Or ever You had formed the earth and the world, 
Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God. 
(Psa 90.2) 

“God” – The Unity of God 
How does Genesis 1.1 show the unity of God? When Moses wrote in Hebrew, he used the 

plural form of God, but we do not see it in English because it would give the wrong connotation. 
In English we can see the plural idea as we read further in the text when we come to the part about 
the creation of man. 

God on Display 
See God’s eternity, unity, power, 

creative intelligence, and purpose 
in the opening verse of the Bible 
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Before that, let us read the next verse. Genesis 1.2 says 
the Spirit of God hovered over the waters. God is Spirit. Yet, 
this is something apart from the Father. Then listen to what 
happens later in verse 26, “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man 
in Our image, according to Our likeness…’” (Gen 1.26). 

God said, “Us,” and “Our”! To whom did He speak? 
Did He speak to angels? The Bible never says that we have 
been created in the image of angels. The Bible only speaks 
of us as being made in the image of God. To whom then did 
God speak when He said, “Us,” and “Our”? 

The Spirit of God in verse 2 is another way of refer-
ring to the Holy Spirit. Also, Scripture tells us elsewhere that 
Jesus was present at the creation and that Jesus was the Cre-
ator. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit created us and 
either they all spoke the words of verse 26 or Jesus, who is 
known as the “Word,” spoke to the other two. We have been 
created in the image of God, meaning in the image of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

“In the beginning God created” – The 
Power of God 

To say that Genesis 1.1 speaks of the power of God, 
classifies as a serious understatement. How can we picture 
God creating the universe? I cannot think of an illustration 
that gets the event across, because I do not know that I grasp 
fully what He did and how He did it. 

Psalm 33 explains just what Moses meant when he 
penned Genesis 1.1, 

By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, 
And all the host of them by the breath of His 

mouth. 
He gathers the waters of the sea together as a 

heap; 
He lays up the deep in storehouses. 
Let all the earth fear the LORD; 
Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe 

of Him. 
For He spoke, and it was done; 
He commanded, and it stood fast. 
(Psa 33.6–9) 

Do you understand what the psalmist declared? God 
issued a command for the heavens and the earth to be made 

and it happened. Hebrews 11 makes the point plain, “By 
faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word 
of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of 
things which are visible” (Heb 11.3). 

He used no raw materials. He spoke things into exis-
tence. 

“God created the heavens and the 
earth” – The Creative Intelligence of 

God 
Creating the heavens and the earth shows His unimagi-

nable power and intelligence. How did He know how to do 
it? How did He know how to make it all work together? 
We use the word, “orchestra,” to picture musicians coming 
together with different instruments and different parts to 
play, but they all play together beautifully and harmoniously. 
What a conductor does with an orchestra is not worthy to be 
compared with what the Conductor of the orchestra of the 
universe did and still does. 

Picture the greatest orchestral conductor you know. Ste-
ven Spielberg says John Williams is the greatest composer of 
all time, and Mr. Spielberg has used Mr. Williams for all but 
two films. Picture John Williams arranging a piece of music 
for every person on the planet to play, assuming we could all 
play well. Would Mr. Williams even know how to do that? If 
he could, it would not be worthy to compare to God’s work 
with every atom in the universe, working harmoniously to-
gether to give us a work of art that makes all the “creative” 
musicians of the world look like their works are kindergart-
ners playing plastic recorders. 

We speak of people being creative, but God is truly cre-
ative. He created things that never existed before and made 
them highly functional and extremely beautiful. I cannot 
surpass the simplicity and exquisiteness of Ecclesiastes 3, 
“He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also He has 
put eternity in their hearts, except that no one can find out 
the work that God does from beginning to end” (Ecc 3.11). 

The Whole Sentence – The Purpose of 
God 

“In the beginning God created the heavens and earth,” 
suggests He had a purpose. When we just look at the result 
with our eyes, we know there was a purpose, although Gen-

esis 1.1 does not reveal that purpose. God always has a pur-
pose in what He does, even if He does something arbitrarily 
for His own glory and pleasure. Simply reading the Bible 
from Genesis 1.1 to Revelation 22.21 reveals that He had a 
purpose for creating the heavens and the earth. 

“You are worthy, O Lord, 
To receive glory and honor and power; 
For You created all things, 
And by Your will they exist and were created.” 
(Rev 4.11) 

Why do you make something? You might create for your 
own pleasure. You might create for someone. You might cre-
ate because it is your job, it is who you are, or it is what you 
do. 

God created for these reasons and more. He is God and 
has the power to create. Therefore, He created. He created 
the earth for us. He created the earth and us for His enjoy-
ment. 

Ephesians 1 says much about this, but I will only quote 
part of it, “He chose us in Him before the foundation of 
the world…according to the good pleasure of His will, to 
the praise of the glory of His grace…having made known 
to us the mystery of His will, according to His good plea-
sure which He purposed in Himself…In Him also we have 
obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the 
purpose of Him who works all things according to the coun-
sel of His will…” (Eph 1.3–6, 9, 11). 

Does Ephesians 1 include you? Do you want what Paul 
said to speak of you as it does for Christians? Think of this 
God I have written to you about. Do you want a part of 
Him? Do you want such a God in your life? 

What would you give for Him to include you in the 
blessings from Ephesians 1? Would you give half your life? 
That is commendable, but it is only half what He wants. Ev-
erything you see in creation and everything you read in the 
Bible, He did for you. The Creator Jesus Christ lived, died, 
and was raised from the dead for you. He gave His all. He 
wants you to give your all. ✞

To hear this article as a sermon: http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewPodcast?id=361472382

http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewPodcast?id=361472382
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By Don Ruhl 

I want to show you something that must have been spec-
tacular for Israel, but that foreshadows similar experiences we 
can have now and we can have later. 

Do you want to experience the spectacular? Do you want 
to be part of something big? Do you want to do something 
that even heaven wants to see your part in 
it? When you were young and in sports or 
a school program, you looked to see where 
your parents were, and whether they were 
watching. We can do something that our Fa-
ther in heaven shall see! 

First, I want to show you what Israel 
experienced. 

Exodus 15.1a God Destroyed 
the Beast of Egypt 

“Then Moses and the children of Israel 
sang this song to the LORD, and spoke, 

saying...” (Exo 15.1a). 

Why did Israel sing a song to the Lord? 
Israel had lived in Egypt for four centuries, 
most of the time as slaves. Finally, God sent 
Moses to lead Israel out, but Pharaoh refused 
to let Israel go. God put ten plagues upon 
Egypt to persuade them to let Israel go, turn-
ing all the waters of Egypt into blood, filling 
the land with frogs, putting lice upon every 
Egyptian, filling the land with flies, killing 
the livestock of Egypt, putting boils upon 

every person, raining fiery hail upon the land, sending locusts, 
making Egypt totally dark, and killing all the firstborn in Egypt, 
but the Israelites did not experience any of those things. 

Then Pharaoh let Israel go. 
Amazingly, Pharaoh changed his mind and with his army 

pursued the Israelites, trapping them between the Red Sea, 
mountains, and the Egyptian army. Israel feared exceedingly, 

and believed they had met their end. 
Then Exodus 14 records the magnificent words of Mo-

ses, “Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of the 
LORD, which He will accomplish for you today. For the Egyp-
tians whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever. 
The LORD will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace” 
(Exo 14.13, 14). 

Then Moses stretched out the rod in his 
hand and the waters of the Red Sea parted, 
and the pillar of fire and cloud in which was 
the Angel of God moved from before Israel, 
going rearward to keep the Egyptians away 
from Israel. Israel walked across dry land 
with walls of water on either side and when 
they reached the other side, the Angel of 
God moved to let the Egyptians go the same 
route, but when the army was completely in 
the middle of the Red Sea, God caused the 
walls of water to collapse upon the Egyp-
tians, drowning every one of them. 

The Bible says, “So the LORD saved 
Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyp-
tians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on 
the seashore. Thus Israel saw the great work 
which the LORD had done in Egypt; so the 
people feared the LORD, and believed the 
LORD and His servant Moses” (Exo 14.30, 
31). 

Was all that something to celebrate? Yes, 
Moses and Israel saw the glory of God and 
they sang about it. 

Our Glorious God 

Have you seen the glory of God?

E x o d u s  1 5 . 1 – 2 1  

“Army of Egypt,” iStockphoto.com
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Exodus 15.1b–5 God: 
Glorious in Victory 

“I will sing to the LORD, for 
He has triumphed gloriously...” 

(Exo 15.1b–5). 

God showed His glory in vic-
tory by defeating Israel’s enemies in 
a new and unique way! Israel want-
ed the world to know, according to 
verse 2, that this was their God, and 
He is our God, who will also do 
marvelous things for us! 

Exodus 15.6–10 God: 
Glorious in Power 

“Your right hand, O LORD, has 
become glorious in power...” 

(Exo 15.6–10). 

Dividing the Red Sea for Israel, 
but closing it upon the Egyptians certainly showed power, the 
power of God’s right hand, or as Moses wrote in verse 8, the 
blast of God’s nostrils separated the waters, then verse 10 says 
He blew upon the walled up waters and they came crashing 
down upon the Egyptians. 

Exodus 15.11–13 God: Glorious in Holiness 

“Who is like You, O LORD, among the gods? Who is 
like You, glorious in holiness...” (Exo 15.11–13). 

God is glorious in holiness. What other god compares to 
the God of Israel? He did—and He does—things that no other 
god can do. Does history record a god delivering its people 
as Israel’s God did? He is holy, causing the earth to open its 
mouth and swallow the enemy, leading Israel to God’s holy 
habitation. 

Exodus 15.14–18 God: Glorious in Power 

“The people will hear and be afraid...” (Exo 15.14–18). 

The peoples in the Land of Canaan did hear what God 
did and they feared, which is why Rahab joined the Israelites. 

The peoples knew what God was doing, bringing Israel out of 
Egypt to give them Canaan. Rahab confessed that the hearts 
of her people did melt, just as Moses prophesied in this song. 
People throughout that area heard of the glorious power of 
God and they either respected it or fought it. 

Exodus 15.19 God: Glorious in Works 

“For the horses of Pharaoh went with his chariots and 
his horsemen into the sea, and the LORD brought back 

the waters of the sea upon them. But the children of 
Israel went on dry land in the midst of the sea” (Exo 

15.19). 

Think on what this God did! If you are a Christian He 
is also your God, who can do things for you that you never 
imagined. You may not see a miracle as Israel did, but He still 
works just as much as He did then, working behind the scenes 
for you. 

Exodus 15.20, 21 Say It Again! God: Glorious 
in Victory 

“Then Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took 
the timbrel in her hand; and all the women went out 

after her with timbrels and with 
dances. And Miriam answered 
them: ‘Sing to the LORD, For 
He has triumphed gloriously! 
The horse and its rider He has 

thrown into the sea!” (Exo 
15.20, 21). 

Moses led Israel in song and his 
big sister led the women in song, 
taking the opening words of her lit-
tle brother in verse 1 and having the 
women repeat them. The glory of 
God in victory has to be said again! 
Do not forget that God uses victo-
ries over the enemies of His people 
to show His glory. Therefore, what-
ever ails you, seek God’s glory in the 
matter and He will show it. 

I showed you something that 
was spectacular for Israel, but re-

member it foreshadows a similar experience we can have now 
and we can have later. 

Do you want to experience the spectacular? 
Do you want to be part of something big? 
Do you want to do something that even heaven wants to 

see your part in it? 
First, here is what you can experience now. First Corinthi-

ans 10 shows another thing that happened when Israel walked 
through the Red Sea and it is something you can do today, 
“Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all 
our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, all 
were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, all ate the 
same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For 
they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that 
Rock was Christ” (1Co 10.1–4). 

You can be baptized into Christ! You will go through the 
water and God will deliver you from your Egyptian bondage 
known as sin and guilt. 

Second, read the article elsewhere in this issue, “Who Shall 
Not Fear the Lord and Glorify His Name?” to hear the experi-
ence you can have later. ✞

Pharaoh’s army engulfed by the Red Sea, oil on canvas, 
by Frederick Arthur Bridgman

To hear this article as a sermon: http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewPodcast?id=361472382

http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewPodcast?id=361472382
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Christians Look at the News
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Earth? Refuting Dawkins
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by Jonathan Sarfati

Refuting Evolution
by Jonathan Sarfati

Expelled: No Intelligence

Allowed

Slaughter of the

Dissidents
by Dr Jerry Bergman

Expelled DVD + Book

pack

Science teachers could not

even use the ����������� to

teach their students critical

thinking skills.

Australian Christian schools in creationism row

Many are calling this the thin edge of the wedge for Christians
everywhere…

Published: 9 March 2010(GMT+10)

“Christian schools angry over ban on teaching

creationism” were the headlines on the Sydney Morning

Herald website article on March 3, 2010.1

The issue was a policy release by the South Australian

Non-Government Schools Registration Board “to

effectively ban the teaching of creationism.”

The policy stated that the Board required ‘’teaching of

science as an empirical discipline, focusing on inquiry,

hypothesis, investigation, experimentation, observation

and evidential analysis’’. So far, so good. But it also

said that it

“does not accept as satisfactory a science curriculum

in a non-government school which is based on,

espouses or reflects the literal interpretation of a

religious text in its treatment of either creationism or intelligent design.”

If a Christian school has its registration withdrawn, it means that parents who continue to send their children

to that school would be in breach of truancy laws. In effect, it would shut down the school.

In short, even teaching the evidence for evolution fully and fairly (which we support, especially if it is “warts

and all”) would not be enough to qualify for registration if a school decided to also permit its students to be

exposed to even the ����������� that the Bible’s account of creation might be true. Nor would they be allowed

to tell them that this is supported by highly qualified scientists who have repeatedly shown that the same

evidence that is interpreted to support evolution makes, overall, even more scientific sense when one starts

with the proposition of the Bible’s truth. Even those who might not agree with that assessment should at least

agree that students should have the opportunity to hear about the evidence that is claimed, by so many

qualified folk, to do this; how else can they say they have been permitted to fairly consider the question?

Nor could science teachers in schools under the South Australian

restrictions even use the ����������� to teach their students in

science classes critical thinking skills. They could not use the debate

to explain to students how science works in relation to the past, and

how two ways of looking at the world each try to make sense of the

evidence within their framework.

The only mention of Genesis and the Bible that would be permitted would be in ‘religious’ classes. Consider the

irony; the British Museum, for example, is full of artefacts that show the historical reliability of the Bible,

utilizing the historical ������� of archaeology. But any discussions about that ������� in science classrooms

could not lawfully mention that there is evidence that supports the Bible! It is equally ludicrous to not permit

science students to hear about or discuss/analyze any of the evidence in other historical �������� (such as

aspects of geology/paleontology) which supports the Bible’s account of creation (e.g. the evidence of ‘stasis

and sudden appearance’ in the fossils; polystrate fossils, paraconformities, and so on.) Even the evidence of

pollen reported in rocks supposedly formed billions of years before there was meant to be pollen, and reported

in ������2 as such—all of this evidence could not be discussed even as to whether or not it did support

creation as possibly supporting creation!

But wait, it gets worse. From the Board’s statements, even schools which avoid the issue of Genesis history,

creation in six days, global Flood and so on cannot even use the ‘ID’ approach. This reasons from the evidence

of biology and biochemistry etc. merely to logically deduce, on the basis of empirical observations, that the

mechanisms proposed by evolution simply could not have generated the vast complexity of living systems; the

inference from observation is that they required an intelligent (unnamed) agent. Even this ultra-low-key

approach is now made impossible in SA Christian schools, because it can be said to ‘reflect’ a religious text,

albeit very indirectly. So science teachers in Christian schools could not lawfully encourage their students to

iStockphoto
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The increased ‘evolutionization’

of our culture has increasingly

emboldened the antichristian

forces

even reflect on whether the awesome design in the molecular machinery of living cells might suggest that God

had a hand in it!

South Australia is not the only state to have had pressure on Christian schools about creation. In the

Australian state of New South Wales, there has for some time been a policy which makes it very difficult,

though not impossible, for schools that wish to give creation evidences a fair hearing.

In the state of Victoria, while no such formal restriction has yet been issued, it has long been an open secret

among Christian schools that school inspectors are applying informal pressure to individual schools on the

subject of creation, hinting about how their registration might be under threat if they teach it. The tactic has

been described by some as seeking to ‘pick us off one by one’.

�����������������������������������������������

Fortunately, many Christian schools, even in states outside South Australia, are waking up to the storm clouds that have been gathering

around them for some time, with creation as the focal issue. Many, including those who might not be altogether onside with everything

CMI stands for, are beginning to see the South Australian ruling as the ‘thin edge of the wedge’ on religious freedom as a whole. And the

issue is galvanizing them into action. Even secular Australian broadcasters are highlighting the increasingly evident battle lines. The

national government-funded broadcaster, the ABC,3 reported that “Australian Christian schools will campaign against what they see as the

effective ban on the teaching of creationism in South Australian schools”.4 With a South Australian election looming, the timing of all this

could well be critical.

While CMI as a Christian information ministry is apolitical and not a lobbying organisation, we think it is crucial for all to be aware of these

pressures on Christian schools. South Australians in particular may be well advised to ask their elected representatives and political

candidates where they stand on this. Home schooling, too, could well be next on the hit list.

And the next phase of this encroachment on religious freedom can already be seen in other parts of the world. In the UK, for instance, a

law has just been passed in the lower house which, it appears, will mean that Christian schools could lawfully be forced to teach children

such things as how to get an abortion and also that homosexuality is normal.5

In all countries (especially the once-Christian West), the increased ‘evolutionization’ of our

culture has meant not only a weakening of the authority of the Bible—it has also increasingly

emboldened the antichristian forces, with all manner of antitheists pushing their agenda more

brazenly than ever. The Global Atheist Convention in Melbourne on March 14, with its title ���

��������������� openly crowing about what is happening worldwide, is just one symptom of

this. As, too, is lionization of their star attendee, Richard Dawkins, by the fawning Australian

media. (For CMI’s formal response to the Global Atheist convention in Melbourne see here. This event will also include the public launch of

Dr Jonathan Sarfati’s book, a devastating point-by-point rebuttal of Dawkins’ �������������������������������������������������������

Called The Greatest Hoax on Earth? Refuting Dawkins on evolution, this book could be a great rallying point for believers to refute these

nonsensical bans on telling students that God really did create.)

We encourage Australian readers in particular to throw their voices of support behind the Christian schools in this crucial battleground

issue.

In the rest of this article, we will simply reproduce without comment a detailed (and we think, very well constructed) formal letter to the

New South Wales Minister for Education by Robert Johnston, executive officer of the Australian Association of Christian Schools in response

to an official notice by the NSW Board of Studies in June 2009 about the teaching of creationism and intelligent design.

(We thank the author for giving permission to republish this, which as he said to us is already in the public domain. The granting of such

permission does not necessarily imply agreement with all of CMI’s stance, nor does our publishing it necessarily imply agreement with all

of its contents. One of the good things that is coming out of this governmental pressure is that believers in creation by God are seeing

that it is important to stand shoulder to shoulder in this battle where possible.

The reasoning in this formal letter will, we think, be very helpful to many in this conflict, including those in countries where the battlelines

are not yet as clearly drawn. We encourage folk to pass this article on widely.)

23rd October 2009

The Hon Verity Firth

Minister for Education

Level 31 Governor Macquarie Tower

1 Farrer Place

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Ms Firth

�������������������������������������������

����������������������������

Reprinted with 
permission of 
Creation.com

From BrotherhoodNews.com
Uzbekistan Christians under attack
May 25, 2010
Editor’s Note: This report was received from Vladimir and Muza Vakhrushev, missionaries to Russia.
TASHKENT, Uzbekistan (BNc) – In March of 2009, Russian authorities cracked down on a church in Smolinsk that was 

teaching the Bible to children.  We prayed fervently for that situation, and God heard our prayers and reversed that decision on 
appeal.

Now a similar problem, but potentially much more menacing, is facing one of the largest churches of Christ, with approxi-
mately 500 members!  This church is located in Tashkent, capital of Uzbekistan (formerly a part of the Soviet Union).  The church 
was established in 1999, and owns its own property.

Tashkent was the third largest city in the former Soviet Union, after Moscow and Leningrad.  The population of Tashkent 
is now primarily Muslim; Russians make up about 40% of the population.

One man entered a charge against this church for teaching the gospel to his son without his permission (very much like the 
previous case in Smolinsk), and the government officials moved in.  Eight leaders of the church were arrested (detained for 24 
hours), and were told to stop all church activities.

We fear that this is an effort to frighten Christians, likely a test case in how to stop Christians from worshiping at all.
Appeals will certainly be made, and our prayer is that the result will be dismissal as it was last year.  Believing fully that God 

answered our prayers last year, we ask that we all join in constant prayer for this church and for a softening of government’s heart 
in these matters.

Please remember our brothers and sisters under such pressure in Uzbekistan, with prayers that God will not only work in 
the hearts of their leaders, but that he will grand them courage to stand up in the face of this present danger!
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“Give me also 
springs of water.” 

(Joshua 15.19)
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By Don Ruhl 

As an article elsewhere in The Bible Meditator pointed out, 
the beast of Egypt confronted Israel on the shores of the Red 
Sea, but God the Lord helped Israel, separating the waters for 
her, then closing them down upon the pursuing Egyptians. 
Moses and Israel sang a mighty song, praising the glory of God 
in victory, in power, in holiness, in power again, and in victory 
again. As Israel passed through the sea and under the cloud, 
they were baptized into Moses. They are our brethren. 

Christians pass through the water and enter Christ, as God 
frees them from the tyranny of sin and guilt, giving us plenty 
of reasons to sing to and to praise our glorious God. However, 
the beasts of pagan Rome and papal Rome sought to devour 
our early brethren in the church, and the beasts of secularism 
and political liberalism pursue us to capture us to return us to 
life without God. 

However, even if we have to die, God gives us the vic-
tory, showing His power over secular forces today, because He 
is holy and He will demonstrate His power, and give us the vic-
tory. That is the Book of Revelation. That is Revelation 15.1–4. 
That is the story of Earth. 

Revelation 15.1, 2 

A Magnificent Sight! 

Then I saw another sign in heaven, great 
and marvelous: seven angels having the seven 
last plagues, for in them the wrath of God is 
complete. And I saw something like a sea of 
glass mingled with fire, and those who have the 
victory over the beast, over his image and over 
his mark and over the number of his name, 
standing on the sea of glass, having harps of 
God (Rev 15.1, 2). 

God put plagues on Egypt and Rome, and He will put 
them upon whoever tries to enslave us or He will put them 
upon whoever tries to get us to live without God. 

Our brethren who fought the beast of Rome stood on a 
sea of glass mingled with fire, like Israel standing on the shores 
of the Red Sea, and our brethren had a song to sing and they 
sang it with Moses and the Israelites. 

If we do not give in to the twin beasts of secularism and 
political liberalism, we too shall be part of the chorus singing a 

song of victory that centers upon glorifying our God! See your-
self standing on a sea of glass that has fire mingled in it, but the 
fire does not hurt you, and God has given you a harp to play, 
and you are ready to sing! 

Revelation 15.3, 4 

Song of Glory 

They sing the song of Moses, the servant of 
God, and the song of the Lamb, saying: 

“Great and marvelous are Your works, 
Lord God Almighty! 
Just and true are Your ways, 
O King of the saints! 
Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify 

Your name? 
For You alone are holy. 
For all nations shall come and worship before 

You, 
For Your judgments have been manifested.” 
(Rev 15.1–4) 

GREEN BLUE WATERCOLORS TEXURE GRUNGE
© Madartists | Dreamstime.com

Who Shall Not Fear the Lord 
and Glorify His Name?
Do you fear and glorify the name of the Lord? 

Revelation 15.1–4 
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Why would anyone not fear the Lord; and not glorify His 
name? Look at what He did to Egypt! Fear Him and glorify 
His name! Look at what He did to pagan Rome! Fear Him 
and glorify His name! Watch what He will do to papal Rome, 
“And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will 
consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the 
brightness of His coming” (2Th 2.8). Fear Him and glorify His 
name! Watch what He will do to the beasts of secularism and 
political liberalism! Fear Him and glorify His name! 

Do not lose heart at the church’s seeming loss of influ-
ence in the world and the encroaching beasts of secularism and 
political liberalism, because we are the salt of the earth and we 
are the light of the world, so we shall last, but the world shall 
pass away. 

The Roman beast attacked Christians with the power 
of Satan, using death to silence members of the church, but 
through death members of the church joined the Lord. 

The singers listed reasons for fearing God and praising His 
glorious name: 

Great and marvelous are His works. 
He is the Lord God Almighty. 
Just and true are His ways. 
He is the King of the saints. 
He alone is holy. 
All nations shall come and worship before Him. 
His judgments have been manifested. 

If you have been delivered from sin, if you have been de-
livered from the fires of hell, if you have the hope of eternal life, 
are not those reasons valid for you also? Fear Him and glorify 
His name! 

The singers had victory over the beast. Can you under-
stand why the Israelites sang to God when He closed the Red 
Sea on the pursuing Egyptians? Can you understand why early 
Christians would sing to God? The beast of Rome crucified 
Christians, used them as human torches, and placed them in 
the infamous Coliseum for gladiators to kill or for wild animals 
to attack. 

What shall the beasts of secularism and political liberalism 
do to us? Whatever they do, we will win in the end. 

The Question of the Song 
If you do not fear the Lord and glorify His name, you 

must not yet know that great and marvelous are His works! 

that He is the Lord God 
Almighty! that His ways 
are just and true! that He is 
the King of the saints! that 
He alone is holy! that all 
nations come and worship 
before Him! that His judg-
ments are manifested! 

Have you considered: 
Whether there is a God? If 
so, do you know who He is? 
Is there a day of judgment 
coming? 

There is a God in heav-
en. He created all things 
and He is the Father of 
Jesus Christ. Someday we 
shall meet both of them at 
an event called the Day of 
Judgment. 

The people in Revela-
tion 15 believed in God and 
they believed in His Son Je-
sus. Those people prepared 
themselves for the Judg-
ment by living as Christians 
and resisting the evil of this 
world. 

What about you? Do 
you want to experience the 
spectacular? Do you want 
to be part of something 
big? Do you want to do 
something that even heaven 
wants to see your part in it? 

Christian, is it time 
for you to rededicate your-
self to the Lord? Those not 
Christians, is it time for you 
to become Christians? You 
can be baptized into Christ 
today and He will deliver 
you from the bondage of sin, guilt, and death, and He will give 
you a harp to play that He has crafted and a song to sing that 
Jesus has written while you stand on a sea of fiery glass, and you 
will know how to play the harp of God He gives you and you 

will be able to sing the song He has written. 
That is spectacular! That is big! Heaven wants to watch 

you! We want to watch you! 
What do you want to do? ✞
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Why does God allow enemies to torment us? He 
could remove them. In the end, He will do it anyway. If 
God does not remove our enemies now, but allows them 
to criticize, persecute, and seek to destroy us, He must 
have a purpose for them in our lives. 

Remember the man who cursed David (2Sa 
16.5–14). David believed the Lord sent the man. 
David also believed that the Lord would repay Shi-
mei for his sin. Shimei did curse David for his own 
bloodthirsty ways (v. 8), because David had Uriah 
killed and God told David that he would have en-
emies because of it. Therefore, he knew that Shimei 

persecuted David for his own sin. However, Shimei also 
sinned in what he did and the Lord would take care of 
him later. 

What purpose or purposes could enemies ever serve 
us? I want to show you the importance of having en-
emies by showing you the benefits of enemies. 

Lifelong enemies are, I think, as hard to 
make and as important to one’s well-being as 
lifelong friends (Jessica Mitford, English au-
thor, journalist and political campaigner). 

I call to the world to distrust the accounts 
of my friends, but listen to my enemies, as I 
myself do (Walt Whitman). 

I do not mean that having enemies is pleasant, but 
they can be easier to endure and we can keep from be-
coming bitter, if we understand their place in our lives. If 

enemies do not repent, they will pay a heavy price 
in eternity for what they do to us, but we can use 
them to our advantage, which God wants us to 
do. He wants us to learn from our life experiences, 
even the unpleasant ones. 

The Book of Judges shows God allowing Israel’s en-
emies to oppress them because they had become unfaith-
ful. The oppression from enemies turned Israel back to 
God, and that was a good thing. 

STORMY DAY © Franciscah | Dreamstime.com

A smooth sea never made 

The Benefits of Enemies

Enemies do not fear to tell 
us what we need to hear 

By Don Ruhl 
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Enemies Show Our Approval Before 
God 

Jesus said we are blessed when persecuted for righteous-
ness’ sake, because we have a great reward in heaven, and we 
are in good company, because all the prophets had persecutors 
(Matt 5.10–12). 

Knowing of the blessedness of persecution, when the Jew-
ish Council persecuted James and John, they rejoiced, “that 
they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name” (Acts 
5.41). 

Therefore, “If you are reproached for the name of Christ, 
blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon 
you” (1Pe 4.14a). 

Enemies Sharpen Our Skills 
When I struggled with severe critics back in the 1980s, 

a woman in the congregation gave me a quotation that has 
forever reminded me of the value of tough times and tough 
people, “A smooth sea never made a skilled sailor.” 

Scripture shows that this is true, because persecution pro-
duces perseverance, which produces character and that pro-
duces hope (Rom 5.3–5). 

That is why the Bible says, “My brethren, count it all joy 
when you fall into various trials [often brought on by our en-
emies, D. R.], knowing that the testing of your faith produces 
patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that you may 
be perfect and complete, lacking nothing” (Jam 1.2–4). 

Would we learn perseverance, character, hope, and pa-
tience without enemies? I have had trials in my life that did 
not come from enemies, but the ones from enemies made me 
think, hence made me grow.

Enemies Tell Us What We Need to 
Hear 

Wise men of the world recognize this truth, “Pay attention 
to your enemies, for they are the first to discover your mistakes 
(Antisthenes, Greek philosopher and pupil of Socrates). “He 
that wrestles with us strengthens our nerves, and sharpens our 
skill. Our antagonist is our helper” (Edmund Burke). “Every-
one needs a warm personal enemy or two to keep him free 
from rust in the movable parts of his mind” (Gene Fowler). 

Friends do not like to point out our mistakes. Whereas an 
enemy delights to show them to us. However, we do not like 

to listen to our enemies. We want to listen to our friends, but 
they often lack the boldness to confront us. If they do get the 
gumption to correct us, we consider them our enemies. 

Galatians 4 shows Paul dealt with that problem when he 
had to correct the Galatians. He knew they might not like what 
they would hear, “Have I therefore become your enemy be-
cause I tell you the truth?” (Gal 4.16). 

If a friend corrects us or opposes us has he become an 
enemy? Not necessarily, though that does happen. Proverbs 27 
shows that what friends do to us they do for our good, whereas 
enemies seek to destroy us, even when they act friendly, 

Open rebuke is better 
Than love carefully concealed. 
Faithful are the wounds of a friend, 
But the kisses of an enemy are deceitful. 
(Pro 27.5, 6) 

Enemies do not care if they offend us. Enemies do not 
fear losing our friendship. Friends fear both things. Therefore, 
friends might hold back the constructive criticisms we need. 

Enemies criticize, though they intended it to be destruc-
tive. Yet, if we are wise we will consider what they say, and use 
it constructively, 

Rebuke is more effective for a wise man 
Than a hundred blows on a fool. 
(Pro 17.10) 

That rebuke might come from an enemy. Therefore, en-
emies make us think. “Our enemy is by tradition our savior, in 
preventing us from superficiality” (Joyce Carol Oates). 

Atheists make me think harder on why I believe in God. 
Evolutionists challenge me to consider my arguments in sup-
port of creation. Without someone opposing us, we take our 
ease. 

Enemies Reveal Our Loyalties 
Jesus warned, “Woe to you when all men speak well 

of you, for so did their fathers to the false prophets” (Luke 
6.26). Therefore, we are known by both our friends and our 
enemies. 

Enemies Keep Us Balanced 
When we think we have achieved greatness, enemies 

humble us. We need building up, but we also need humility. 
Enemies grant that service to us. 

Enemies keep us from getting comfortable with ourselves, 
and with our work. 

Second Corinthians 12 shows how God kept Paul in bal-
ance. God gave Paul visions of heaven that could have made 
him think he was greater than he was, “And lest I should be 
exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a 
thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buf-
fet me, lest I be exalted above measure. Concerning this thing 
I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from 
me. And He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for My 
strength is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore most gladly 
I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in 
reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s 
sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong” (2Co 12.7–10). 

Does This Justify a Critical Spirit? 
Someone might think this allows him to have a critical 

spirit. Consider what the word of God says about being an 
enemy. 

You shall reap as you sow. Matthew 7 shows that principle 
applies in how we treat people, “Judge not, that you be not 
judged. For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; 
and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you” 
(Matt 7.1, 2). 

A few words later in Matthew 7 Jesus delivered The Golden 
Rule, “Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also 
to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets” (Matt 7.12). 

Do you not want others to treat you well? The answer is 
to treat them well. If someone needs correction, do not do it as 
an enemy would, but as a loving friend would. Do you want to 
destroy a person or to save him? 

Wishing for a perfect life is a futile wish. If you do most 
anything, you will gain an enemy. If you engage in good works, 
trying to improve things, your enemies will intensify. Do not 
curse them, but see why God allowed that person in your life. 

What can you gain from the situation? Has an enemy 
brought you down? Seek the prayers and counsel of your breth-
ren that we might lift you up. Best of all, lose your enemies by 
making them your friends. ✞

To hear this article as a sermon: http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewPodcast?id=361472382
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Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from 

this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php
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�evelation & �salm 51 

“Paper Texture” (1124483) by Andrew C., Bucharest, ro, Romania, stock.xchng
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June 1 Rev 21.27 
Those Outside 

27 But there shall by no means enter it anything 
that… If anything defiles, causes an abomination, 
or causes a lie, they will not be able to enter the city 
in any way. The gates are open, but angels guard 
the gates. The only ones who can walk through 
those gates are those whose names are written in the 
Lamb’s Book of Life. 

Which do you want: the lake of fire or the New 
Jerusalem? To have part in the New Jerusalem then, 
we must be members of the church now. Do not 
fight the church, but fight for her. 

God’s Final Words 
What are the last things that God 

wanted to show us and to say to us? 

June 2 Revelation 22 

Movie trailers have become very effective. Mov-
ie producers have learned how to give us the gist 
of their movie in just a couple of minutes, and yet, 
those couple of minutes make us want to see what 
they have produced (or in some cases, not want to 
see what they have produced). Sometimes their trail-
ers promise much and when you see the movie, you 
are disappointed. Revelation chapters 21 and 22 are 
God’s movie trailers for what is coming, not for a 
two or even three hour experience, but for eternity. 
Will the experience fall short of the trailer? 
He created the heavens and the earth, and 
how spectacular they are! Moreover, He who 
always keeps His promises, has promised that 
what is coming is far better than what we have 
now. Therefore, we will not be disappointed, 
but we shall conclude that the trailer fell far 
short of the experience, if it is okay to say that 
the word of God fell short. We will say with 
the Queen of Sheba that the half was not told 
us; no, I think we shall use a smaller fraction 
than that. What then was the last thing that 
God wanted to say to us in the Book of Rev-
elation, truly the last thing in the Bible? 

June 3 Rev 22.1 
A Unique River 

1 And he showed me a pure river of… John had 
just seen a city that has no comparison on earth. 
What more is there? John saw a pure river of water 
of life, that its purity reminded him of clear crystal. 
From where did the river begin? It flowed from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb. 

Revelation 21.27
Opaque Pearly Gates

Pearly Gates
Heav’nly city, transparent and sheer.
Brilliant Lamb leaves no darkness.  All’s clear.
 Except outside the gates
 where each pearl, shadow makes,
and unprof-table servants face fear.
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June 4 Rev 22.2 
A Unique Tree 

2 In the middle of its street, and on either side 
of the river, was the… Look, running down the 
middle of the gold-paved street and on both sides 
of the river is the tree of life. What Adam and Eve 
saw was a shadow, but we shall see the real one, but 
it is not a single tree, rather it is a forest that lines 
the middle of the street and both sides of the river. 
The great pleasures of earthly existence, eating and 
drinking, continues in heaven by God giving us a 
river of life and a tree of life. There will be plenty 
of fruit to eat from the tree of life, because it bears 
twelve fruits every month! The leaves of the tree are 
medicinal for healing everyone. All this imagery is 
from Ezekiel 47:12. 

June 5 Rev 22.3 
A Unique Service 

3 And there shall be no more… Adam and Eve 
had pure rivers of water and the tree of life, but they 
also had the possibility of a curse, bringing a harder 
life and death. We will have all of the good and none 
of the bad, because there is nothing that can hurt 
us, hence there is no more tears, no more death, no 
more sorrow, no more crying, and no more pain. It 
is a curse-free place! Praise God! Rather than curses 
keeping us from the presence of God as curses kept 
Adam and Eve from the presence of God, there will 
be the throne of God and of the Lamb. We shall 
serve God directly.

June 6 Rev 22.4 
A Unique Sight 

4 They shall see His face, and… Did you hear 
John say that we shall see God’s face? 

Just one glimpse of Him in glory 
Will the toils of life repay. 
(Eliza E. Hewitt) 

We shall see Him who means more to us than 
anything and anyone! His name shall be on our 
foreheads. Serve Christ now and you do not have to 
worry about the mark of the beast, because we will 
have the name of God on our foreheads. 



The Bible Meditator Page 15 June AD 2010

June 7 Rev 22.5 
A Unique Light 

5 There shall be no night there… The old system 
of this present universe will be gone, replaced by a 
new system wherein night is a not reality. Lights are 
not needed, even as we do not need light during the 
day, but that is true here because of the sun. There it 
will be because the light comes from God. We shall 
reign forever and ever, not for a limited time, like a 
thousand years, but our reign shall never cease. It 
shall never cease because we shall never die. 

June 8 Rev 22.6 
The Words of God 

6 Then he said to me, “These words are faith-
ful and true.” And… Does this all seem impossible? 
The angel assured John that this is all faithful and 
true. God, who sent the prophets, sent His angel 
to show His servants the things which must shortly 
take place. In the tradition of Amos 3.7, 

Surely the Lord GOD does nothing, 
Unless He reveals His secret to His servants 

the prophets…

God wanted His servants to know the things 
that were and are coming. 

June 9 Rev 22.7 
The Sixth Beatitude of the Book of 

Revelation 

7 “Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he 
who…” Jesus is coming quickly. The Bible always 
presents the return of Christ as happening quickly. 
From God’s vantage point it is something that is 
happening quickly. When it finally happens it will 
seem to us like it happened quickly. He is blessed 
who keeps the words of this prophecy. The promises 
in the Book of Revelation are not for everyone, but 
only for those who keep the words of the prophecy 
of this book. 
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June 10 Rev 22.8, 9 
Worship God 

8, 9 Now I, John, saw and heard these things. 
And when I heard and saw, I… Picture what John 
saw and hear what he heard in the entire Book of 
Revelation. John will not see anymore signs and 
symbols. From the first glorified appearance of Je-
sus in chapter 1 to the glorified appearance of the 
bride of Jesus in these last two chapters, there have 
been awesome and frightening sights. An angel has 
been with him most of the time. Overwhelmed by 
it all, John was compelled to fall down and worship 
the very angel who was showing John these things. 
However, the angel refused the worship. Angels are 
not to be worshiped. No one or no thing, other than 
God, is to be worshiped. The angel gave four reasons 
for not worshiping him or any other angel: 

The angel was John’s fellow-servant. 
The angel was a fellow-servant of John’s 

brethren the prophets. 
The angel is a fellow-servant of those who 

keep the words of this book. 
Worship God. 

June 11 Rev 22.10 
Let All See These Things 

10 And he said to me, “Do not…” Do not seal 
up this Book, John, because the time is at hand and 
all Christians need to know these things. 

June 12 Rev 22.11 
God Has Nothing More to Say to 

Change People 

11 “He who is unjust, let him be…” God has 
done everything to make the unjust just, and to 
make the filthy clean. Therefore, he who will not 
change, will not change, but remains the same. God 
has done everything to keep the righteous, righ-
teous, and to keep the holy, holy. Let him not look 
for anything else, but remain as he is. 
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June 13 Rev 22.12, 13 
Remember the Lord Is Returning 

12, 13 “And behold, I am coming quickly, 
and…” The unjust and the filthy will have to meet 
the Lord who will render to them as they have lived. 
The righteous and the holy will get to meet the Lord 
who will render to them as they have lived. He ren-
ders to all because He is the beginning of all things 
and He is the ending of all things. 

June 14 Rev 22.14 
The Seventh Beatitude of the Book 

of Revelation 

14 Blessed are those who do His… Happy are 
those who do His commandments, because they will 
get to enter the happiest place of all. They can walk 
right up to the tree of life and eat its fruit, right after 
they have walked right through the angel-guarded 
gates. Can you tell me a more blessed person? 

June 15 Rev 22.15 
Cursed Are… 

15 But outside are… The vicious, those who 
vex the righteous, and those who wallow in filth are 
dogs and cursed. They shall not enter the city. Add 
to their number sorcerers, the sexually immoral, 
murderers, idolaters, and liars. They shall all be kept 
outside, never to bother us again. 

Revelation 22.7
The Tree and River of Life

Tree and River of Life
As was Eden before sin and strife,
here restored, tree and river of life.
 Gone forever the shame.
 On our heads His dear Name
as eternally Husband and wife.
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June 16 Rev 22.16 
Jesus Revealed This Book 

16 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you 
these things in…” The whole Book of Revelation is 
the word of Jesus, even the parts not in red. Jesus has 
an angel whom He used to reveal these things, be-
cause angels are, “…ministering spirits sent forth to 
minister for those who will inherit salvation” (Heb 
1.14). Do not ignore the Book of Revelation. He 
wants it proclaimed in the churches. Therefore, I 
have preached through it and will complete it with 
two reviews, one of which will be with artwork. He 
who revealed these things is the Root and Offspring 
of David, the Bright and Morning Star. Jesus is as 
lowly as a root, and as glorious as a star. 

June 17 Rev 22.17 
Hear the Invitation 

17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” 
And let him who hears say… Do you hear who is 
inviting you? The Holy Spirit says to you and the 
Bride of Christ, the Church says to you, “Come.” 
Come drink from the river of water of life. You who 
hear, invite the people you know to come. Do you 
know people who are thirsty, but they do not know 
what will quench their thirst? Invite them here! 

June 18 Rev 22.18, 19 
Do Not Tamper with the Book of 

Revelation 

18, 19 For I testify to everyone who hears the 
words of the prophecy of this book… No one is above 
the message of this Book. Do not add to this Book. 
Has God left out some vital information? If any-
one adds to this Book, God will add to Him all the 
wrath we have read in it. Do not take away from this 
Book. Are there parts that we wish that God had not 
spoken? If anyone takes away from this Book, God 
will take away three things from that person: His 
part from the Book of Life. His part from the holy 
city. His part from the good things that are written 
in this Book. 

Revelation 22.20
God’s Final Prescription

Stronger Medicine
“Come to Jesus” worked well for some sickly; 
new prescription reads “I will come quickly.
 This time I’ll live in you,
 help you out of that stew.
All gainsayers viewed im-poli-tickly”.
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June 19 Rev 22.20 
The Last Spoken Words of the Lord 

20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I 
am coming quickly.” Amen… One of the last things 
that Jesus wants us to remember is that He is com-
ing quickly. Be prepared at all times! John agreed 
with the words of Christ, and desired for their ful-
fillment. Let us say “amen” to the promise of Jesus 
that He return quickly. 

June 20 Rev 22.21 
The Last Statement of the Bible 

21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be… We 
will surely need the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
as we face ferocious enemies, whether it was the 
beast of the Roman Empire, or the beasts who fight 
against the church now, it is the grace of Jesus that 
will both sustain us and make us more than con-
querors. “Amen?” We say “Amen” to the Book of 
Revelation and to the Bible. Can we say, “Amen” to 
your obedience? 

Consequences of Forgiven 
Sin 

We can be forgiven, but we may have 
to live with the consequences 

June 21 Psalm 51 

The Story Behind Psalm 51 

To the Chief Musician… David did something 
that displeased the Lord. When a friend of David’s 
broke his bones—figuratively speaking—with the 
revelation that God knew of David’s sin and his 
pitiful efforts to hide it, he was broken in the spir-
it. He knew that he offended greatly the One he 
loved the most. Grief-stricken with the depravity 
of his sin, David did what he often did and wrote 
in poetic terms of his relationship to God. Second 
Samuel 11 shows that David stayed in Jerusalem 
rather than going to war (2Sa 11.1). David was a 
warrior. He belonged on the battlefield. Yet, he may 
have recently turned 50 so that he no longer was 
required by law to fight. The next verse shows the 
beginning of a snowball. Right away you know what 
happened next, “Then it happened one evening that 
David arose from his bed and walked on the roof 
of the king’s house. And from the roof he saw a 
woman bathing, and the woman was very beautiful 
to behold” (2Sa 11.2). If you guessed that David 
committed adultery, you guessed right. Things got 
worse. She became pregnant. David tried to make it 
look like her husband impregnated her. When that 
attempt failed, David had her husband killed. With-
out one sign of remorse, David then sent for the 
woman to have her as his wife (2Sa 11.27). 

Revelation 22.21
An Eternal New Beginning

Final Flow Chart
End of John’s Revelation flow-chart,
it reads GRACE, and that means a fresh start.
 New beginning for me,
 and the same goes for thee,
if you’re *eschatologic’ly smart.
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June 22 Psalm 51 
The Story Behind Psalm 51 

To the Chief Musician… Then God sent David’s 
friend Nathan to uncover David’s sin (2Sa 12.1–7a). 
Nathan, speaking for God, explained how God had 
blessed David (vv. 7b, 8). Nathan revealed that God 
knew exactly what David had done, “Why have you 
despised the commandment of the LORD, to do 
evil in His sight? You have killed Uriah the Hittite 
with the sword; you have taken his wife to be your 
wife, and have killed him with the sword of the peo-
ple of Ammon” (2Sa 12.9). 

In verses 10–12, Nathan prophesied of the con-
sequences David would suffer for his sin. Verses 13, 
14 show that although God put away David’s sin, 
forgiving him for the horrible things he had done, 
he would suffer the death of the innocent baby (2Sa 
12.13, 14). 

David had to live with the consequences of for-
given sin.

June 23 Psalm 51.1, 2 
A King Begged for Mercy 

1, 2 Have mercy upon me, O God… David 
would lose the child that came from his sinful en-
counter with Bathsheba. He would lose other sons 
when one killed another and a general killed another 
one. One of his sons would have similar sinful en-
counters with David’s concubines. As bad as those 
things were, something worse ripped up the heart 
of the sweet singer of Israel. David lived to please 
God, but in one moment David lived to please him-
self, and hurt God badly. David’s heart was crushed 
for having crushed the heart of God. David did 
not want to lose his relationship with God. When 
David lost the baby, David knew he could join the 
baby later. If he lost the relationship with God, he 
knew he would not join God later. Therefore, in 
the two opening verses of this weeping psalm, Da-
vid the king begged for mercy. Kings grant mercy, 
but we do not see them begging for it. He knew he 
needed something desperately from the Great King 
of the heavens. David wanted God the King to blot 
out, wash away, and cleanse him from his sin. How-
ever, David knew he could not plead based on his 
worthiness, for he gave that up through sin, but he 
threw himself upon the lovingkindness and endless 
tender mercies of God. 

June 24 Psalm 51.3, 4 
The Torment of Sin 

3, 4 For I acknowledge my transgressions… Da-
vid could not escape the memory of his sin. David 
did not excuse his behavior, explain away his actions, 
blame someone else, or claim that it was genetic. He 
took the full blame for his actions. Remember in 
Second Samuel 12.13, David said plainly, “I have 
sinned against the Lord.” He could not deny it. So 
why not confess it? Accepting responsibility leads to 
recovery. David knew that his sin was against oth-
ers, but to let God know the depth of the sin, David 
said that he had sinned against God only. Therefore, 
when God charged David with sin, he knew God 
was right. To emphasize further how David had im-
mersed himself in sin, he said that from his earliest 
days, as though from the moment of birth, he had 
been sinning. Sin had a grip on him and would not 
let go. 

David Covets Bathsheba
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June 25 Psalm 51.6 
God Wants Truth in Us 

6 Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts… 
Rather than sin living in our hearts, God wants truth 
to live within us that we may gain wisdom. 

June 26 Psalm 51.7–9 
The Rejoicing of Broken Bones 

7–9 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean… 
Knowing that God wants truth in our inward parts, 
David begged to be cleansed of the evil residing 
within. He wanted to hear joy and gladness, not the 
weeping and mourning that came from the death 
of his son. His own weeping depressed him. The 
words of Nathan the prophet, which were the words 
of God, hit David so hard, it was like breaking his 
bones. That hurts deep within, but he wanted to 
experience the joys of life again and he would when 
God hid His face from David’s sins and blotted out 
all his iniquities. 

June 27 Psalm 51.10 
Pure Thoughts 

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God… David 
lusted after a woman who was not his wife. David 
planned the death of one of his most loyal soldiers, 
who was the husband of the woman of the dreams 
of David’s lust. David had let his heart go places it 
had not been before. He always thought of God and 
praising Him in every experience of life. He wanted 
that again. He begged for God to create a clean heart 
within, and to renew a steadfast spirit within. 

Nathan Rebukes David David’s Punishment
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June 28 Psalm 51.11–13 
The Fear of Separation 

11–13 Do not cast me away from Your pres-
ence… The agonies of losing three sons, having one 
of his sons rape one of David’s daughters, and hav-
ing one of his sons fornicate with David’s concu-
bines, were all horrible things, but another thought 
haunted him even more. The prospect of God cast-
ing David away, and taking the Holy Spirit from 
him, filled his heart with paralyzing fear. Rather 
than fear, David wanted the joy of salvation, the joy 
of being salvaged by God’s generous Spirit. Then 
David would be able to do what he always wanted 
to do, teach sinners the ways of God that they might 
be converted to Him. 

June 29 Psalm 51.14, 15 
Deliverance From Guilt 

14, 15 Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, 
O God… The guilt of having shed an innocent 
man’s blood plunged David into the pit of despair, 
it pierced his heart with never ending trouble. Yet, if 
God would deliver David from the tortures of guilt, 
he would sing of God’s righteousness rather than 
plotting another evil move. David did not want to 
die from the sting of guilt, but to live to praise God, 
which was why David wanted God to open his lips 
in praise. 

June 30 Psalm 51.16–19 
The Sacrifices of God 

16–19 For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I 
would give it… David would do anything to ap-
pease the wrath and anger of God. If it was offering 
a sacrifice, David would do it immediately. He knew 
that was not what God desired. What do you want 
when someone has hurt you badly? Do you want 
him to go to the store and buy you an expensive 
gift? No, you want what David said God wanted 
in verses 17 and 18. You want to see a broken heart 
and you want to see that person do good. With Da-
vid, the whole psalm shows he had a broken spirit, 
and rather than giving the enemies of God a reason 
to blaspheme Him, David wanted to do good to 
and for Jerusalem, to restore her good and blessed 
name, which his sin had tarnished. 

You saw what happened to the soul of an adul-
terer and a murderer. Yet, through a broken heart, 
you too can be restored. Do not let the sting of guilt 
crucify you anymore. ✞

Psalm 51.19
David’s Penitential Prayer

David’s Bonus, JOY
Looking back on my sin, I was floored,
having done things I knew You abhorred.
 Now contrition’s my plea
 as your Spirit cleans me,
and the bonus gift JOY is outpoured.
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The Story of the Bible By Steve Lloyd
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5:10 Now the children of Israel 
camped in Gilgal, and kept the 
Passover on the fourteenth day of 
the month at twilight on the plains 
of Jericho.  11 And they ate of the 
produce of the land on the day 
after the Passover, unleavened 
bread and parched grain, on the 
very same day.  12 Then the manna 
ceased on the day after they had 
eaten the produce of the land; and 
the children of Israel no longer had 
manna, but they ate the food of the 
land of Canaan that year. 

5:13 And it came to pass, when 
Joshua was by Jericho, that he 
lifted his eyes and looked, and 
behold, a Man stood opposite him 
with His sword drawn in His hand. 
And Joshua went to Him and said 
to Him, “Are You for us or for our 
adversaries?”
5:14 So He said, “No, but as 
Commander of the army of the 
LORD I have now come.”

 And Joshua fell on his face to the 
earth and worshiped, and said to 

Him, “What does my Lord say to 
His servant?” 

5:15 Then the Commander of the 
LORD’S army said to Joshua, “Take 
your sandal o� your foot, for the 
place where you stand is holy.” And 
Joshua did so.  1 Now Jericho was 
securely shut up because of the 
children of Israel; none went out, 
and none came in. 2 And the LORD

said to Joshua: “See! I have given 
Jericho into your hand, its king, 
and the mighty men of valor.  3 You 
shall march around the city, all you 
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men of war; you shall go all around the city once. This 
you shall do six days.  4 And seven priests shall bear 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark. But the 
seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, 
and the priests shall blow the trumpets.  5 It shall come 
to pass, when they make 
a long blast with the 
ram’s horn, and when you 
hear the sound of the 
trumpet, that all the 
people shall shout with a 
great shout; then the wall 
of the city will fall down 
flat. And the people shall 
go up every man straight 
before him.” 

6:6 Then Joshua the son 
of Nun called the priests 
and said to them, “Take 
up the ark of the 
covenant, and let seven 
priests bear seven 
trumpets of rams’ horns 
before the ark of the 
LORD.” 7 And he said to 
the people, “Proceed, and 
march around the city, 
and let him who is armed 
advance before the ark of 
the LORD.”

6:8 So it was, when 
Joshua had spoken to the 
people, that the seven 
priests bearing the seven 
trumpets of rams’ horns 
before the LORD

advanced and blew the 
trumpets, and the ark of 
the covenant of the 
LORD followed them.  9
The armed men went 
before the priests who 
blew the trumpets, and 
the rear guard came after the ark, while the priests 
continued blowing the trumpets.  10 Now Joshua had 
commanded the people, saying, “You shall not shout or 
make any noise with your voice, nor shall a word proceed 
out of your mouth, until the day I say to you, ‘Shout!’ 

Then you shall shout.”  11 So he had the ark of the LORD

circle the city, going around it once. Then they came into 
the camp and lodged in the camp. 

6:12 And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the 
priests took up the ark of 
the LORD. 13 Then seven 
priests bearing seven 
trumpets of rams’ horns 
before the ark of the 
LORD went on 
continually and blew with 
the trumpets. And the 
armed men went before 
them. But the rear guard 
came after the ark of the 
LORD, while the priests 
continued blowing the 
trumpets.  14 And the 
second day they marched 
around the city once and 
returned to the camp. So 
they did six days. 

6:15 But it came to pass 
on the seventh day that 
they rose early, about the 
dawning of the day, and 
marched around the city 
seven times in the same 
manner. On that day only 
they marched around the 
city seven times.  16 And 
the seventh time it 
happened, when the 
priests blew the 
trumpets, that Joshua 
said to the people: 
“Shout, for the LORD has 
given you the city! 17
Now the city shall be 
doomed by the LORD to 
destruction, it and all 
who are in it. Only Rahab 
the harlot shall live, she 

and all who are with her in the house, because she hid 
the messengers that we sent.  18 And you, by all means 
abstain from the accursed things, lest you become 
accursed when you take of the accursed things, and make 
the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it.  19 But all the 
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�������������������������������������������������������������������

������������������������������

silver and gold, and vessels of bronze and iron, are 
consecrated to the LORD; they shall come into the 
treasury of the LORD.”

6:20 So the people shouted when the priests blew the 
trumpets. And it happened when the people heard the 
sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a 
great shout, that the wall fell down flat. Then the people 
went up into the city, every man straight before him, and 
they took the city.  21 And they utterly destroyed all that 
was in the city, both man and woman, young and old, ox 
and sheep and donkey, with the edge of the sword. 

6:22 But Joshua had said to the two men who had spied 
out the country, “Go into the harlot’s house, and from 
there bring out the woman and all that she has, as you 
swore to her.”  23 And the young men who had been spies 
went in and brought out Rahab, her father, her mother, 
her brothers, and all that she had. So they brought out all 
her relatives and left them outside the camp of Israel.  24
But they burned the city and all that was in it with fire. 
Only the silver and gold, and the vessels of bronze and 
iron, they put into the treasury of the house of the 
LORD. 25 And Joshua spared Rahab the harlot, her 
father’s household, and all that she had. So she dwells in 
Israel to this day, because she hid the messengers whom 
Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. 

6:26 Then Joshua charged them at that time, saying, 
“Cursed be the man before the LORD who rises up and 
builds this city Jericho; he shall lay its foundation with 
his firstborn, and with his youngest he shall set up its 
gates.” 

6:27 So the LORD was with Joshua, and his fame spread 
throughout all the country.  

���������:

1.     What was the name of the first city Israel displaced 
when they entered the Promised Land?

2.      What were they told to do to destroy the city?
3.      What did they do?
4.    What happened when they did what they were told 

to do?
5.      Read Hebrews 11:30�31.
6.    How does the conquest of the Promised Land fit 

into the whole story?
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And He said to them, 
“Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?” 

(Luke 2.49) 

Our Father’s Business
Leadership – Proverbs 13.4

How Leaders May Hinder Evangelism
by J J Turner 

Even from a casual observation it is obvious that the church is losing ground in evangeliz-
ing the world. Sadly, many churches are not only in a slump relative to seeking the lost; they are 
losing members and have no plans to correct the downward spiral. This is a challenge for leaders. 
In many congregations, however, leaders aren’t taking the lead in seeking the lost. There are 
several things that may cause their inaction.

A failure to fully understand the Great Commission and its continual  need for 
fulfillment (Mark 16.15,16).
A lack of vision for the harvest fields (John 4.35).
An inward orientation of housing keeping rather than outreach.
Thinking evangelism is the work of a few experts or hired hands.
Time and energy is spent in trying to keep down conflict and division.
A failure to select, enlist and train self and others for evangelism.
The “We tried soul winning once and it didn’t work” mentality.
A lack of education in missions and evangelism.
The urgency to reach the lost has been lost (Mark 1.38).
Afraid of upsetting people, or rocking the boat of one’s comfort zone.
Too busy and committed to other things (Matt 6.33).
No daily prayer for the lost.

Application: How active are you in evangelism? What do you need to do in order to be a 
more effective leader in evangelism?

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Leaders Need A Break
by J J Turner 

Jesus, the greatest leader ever to walk on planet earth, in the midst of His busy ministry, 
said, “...Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while: for there were many com-
ing and going, and they had not leisure so much as to eat” (Mark 6.31). Yes, even the Son of 
God recognized the need to take a break in the middle of work.

The church is filled with tired, furrowed brow, worried, slow striding, and discouraged 
leaders who need to take a break. Most feel so burdened relative to their ministry that they feel 
guilty if they take a break.

Leadership may be hazardous to your ministry, health, and family life if it is not balanced 
with periods of rest and relaxation. Leaders need to take breaks. Here are a few relevant thoughts 
on taking a leadership break.

Remember it is OK to take a break from a task; even Jesus recognized this fact.
Study the balanced life of Jesus; it was perfect.
Plan periods of rest and relaxation. It is good stewardship.
Take at least a two-week vacation.
Share with your family, congregation, and fellow-leaders your need for a break.
Be sure to focus on the significant needs in your ministry, not the trivial.
Learn to recognize the signs of stress and burnout.
Take a stress management course.
Understand your personality type (e.g., workaholic, Type A, etc.), and adjust.
Guard your day (or days) off.
Remember, leadership is a marathon (long distance race), not a sprint. Pace yourself.
Learn how to graciously say no.
Pray for wisdom (Jam 1.3–5).
Learn to organize and manage your total life.
Keep yourself mentally and spiritually balanced.
No, “busy-ness is not next to godliness.”
Encourage your followers to take a break. Teach them how to take a break.

Application: Your ministry is a wonderful burden that can wear you out, but an early burn-
out will hinder the cause of Christ. Make it a major goal in your life to learn how and when to 
take a break. You and your followers will be blessed by this discipline.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Ruhl’s Rules ➠

Rules For Your Life

Someone said, “Life is like a game of tennis. The player who serves well seldom loses.” 

Isaac Watts (1674–1748) is considered by many to be the father, or revitalizer, of the Eng-
lish hymn. Watts began writing hymns almost by accident. He complained to his father 
that all they had to sing in church were poor renderings, in verse, of the Psalms. His father 
suggested he should create something better. The following Sunday Watts presented his 
hymn “Behold the Glories of the Lamb.” (Christian History Connection) 

Ken Ham of Answers in Genesis says, “Yes, he actually said it: creationism ‘may pose the 
greatest threat to the future of our children, your health, and the nation’s economy.’ This 
remarkable quote comes from Arthur Caplan, chairman of the medical ethics department 
at the University of Pennsylvania and frequent TV commentator, writing in the major 
newspaper The Philadelphia Inquirer.” 

The Roman historian Horace, gave these bits of wisdom: 
 “Anger is momentary madness, so control your passion or it will control you.” 
 “As a rule, adversity reveals genius and prosperity hides it.” 
 “Adversity has the effect of eliciting talents which in prosperous circumstances would 

have lain dormant.” 
 “When we try to avoid one fault we are led to the opposite, unless we be very careful.” 

“You should never wish to do less than your duty” (Robert E. Lee). 

A certain Rabbi named Zusya said, “In the world to come, I shall not be asked, ‘Why 
were you not Moses?’ I shall be asked, ‘Why were you not Zusya?’” Are you trying to be 
someone you are not? Just be yourself as you have modeled yourself after Jesus Christ. 

Along with that quote, think on this one, “We are so accustomed to disguise ourselves to 
others that in the end we become disguised to ourselves” (Francois de la Rochefoucauld, 
a French writer of the 17th century). Remember that God knows who you are, and in 
time, people will discover who you are. 

Praying According to the Bible

Numbers 11.11–15 
Moses presented his discouragement and 
frustrations to the Lord. If there are over-
whelming problems in your life, cast them 
upon God. He is able to shoulder them. 

Numbers 12.13 
This is a brief prayer, but it was meaningful. 

The sister of Moses was given leprosy. He 
asked God to heal her. Whatever your re-

quest is, do not think it must be long. Be to 
the point. Be content that God has heard. Be 
sincere. Pray for someone who needs healing.

Numbers 14.13–19 
In prayer seek the reputation of God, that 
His name be honored. When God’s people 
sin, they dishonor Him. Therefore, ask God 

to forgive the sin of His people.

Numbers 16.15 
Ask God to deal with enemies rather than 
doing it yourself. Be sure that you have not 

hurt that person.

Numbers 21.7–9 
When someone confesses his sin, and re-

quests prayer, pray for his forgiveness.

Andrew Jackson, at his 
1833 Presidential Inaugural 

Address said, 

“Finally, it is my most fervent 
prayer to that Almighty Being 

before whom I now stand, 
and who has kept us in His 
hands from the infancy of 

our Republic to the present 
day, that He will so overrule 
all my intentions and actions 
and inspire the hearts of my 
fellow citizens that we may 
be preserved from dangers 
of all kinds and continue 

forever a united and happy 
people.” 

(7th President of the United States
In office

March 4, 1829 – March 4, 1837)
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SUNSET LIGHTNING 
© Bandesz | Dreamstime.com

“You are the light of the world…Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

(Matthew 5.14–16)
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By Don Ruhl 
Dramatic plot twists and endings surprise 

us as we read the development of Abraham’s 
family. A man of faith begged for God’s mercy. 
A woman of faith laughed at God’s promise. 
The same woman became jealous over a concu-

bine she provided 
for her man of 
faith. They received 
a son as a promise 
from God, only to 
have to sacrifice 
him later. 

In their chil-
dren, grandchil-
dren, and great-
g r a n d c h i l d r e n 
the drama and 
surprises increase. 
We see love and 

envy, anger and reconciliation, deceit and in-
tegrity. Something in the story captures our at-
tention, challenging us on how God could use 
such people, but then we discover the goodness 
of these people as they grow and develop, then 
we understand God’s purposes for using them. 

The Bible does not ignore character flaws and 
sins in its heroes. 

Isaac offered a calm in the storm. As he 
was submissive to his father Abraham, and si-
lent during the attempted sacrifice, so we see 
him living before God. He missed his mother 
dearly when she died, but his new wife Rebekah 
consoled him. Then the story turns our atten-
tion to their twin sons, especially the younger 
one and his family. God told Rebekah, 

“Two nations are in your womb, 
Two peoples shall be separated from 

your body; 
One people shall be stronger than the 

other, 
And the older shall serve the younger.” 
(Gen 25.23) 

Imagine you are the expectant mother of 
these twins. The Lord speaks to you, reveal-
ing that two nations fight within you, that one 
shall be stronger than the other, and that the 
younger one shall prevail. What would you 
think? How would that influence your raising 
of the children? 

Deceiving for a 
Blessing 

The first thing Genesis shows of the adult 
twins was an incident that highlighted the dif-
ferent natures of the sons. Notice primarily the 
trickery of Jacob and the fleshly Esau by read-
ing Genesis 25.27–34. 

Esau was a skillful hunter. He was a man of 
the field. Whereas Jacob was mild. He dwelt in 

tents. However, Isaac loved Esau, and Rebekah 
loved Jacob. Did this mean that each parent 
did not love the other son? No, it just meant 
that each loved that son more than the other. 
Why did Isaac love Esau? Esau was a skillful 
hunter and he would get game and bring it 
to his father who loved that 
kind of food. 

Moses intro-
duced a narrative 
that showed more 
of the character 
of Esau and Ja-
cob. Esau came in 
hungry and want-
ed some of Jacob’s 
stew. Jacob used 
the opportunity 
to get the birth-
right. He wanted 
it enough that he 
would manipu-
late to get it. Esau did not value it enough, but 
sacrificed it for his needs. Today if we speak 
of something as “a mess of pottage” we mean 
someone has traded a great treasure for some-
thing of trivial value. 

The Bible In
Our World

Lesson 6

Abraham’s Family  
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Jacob’s Ladder 
God’s plan went through Jacob rather than 

Esau. The dream God gave Jacob as he fled his 
brother showed that God was with the younger 
brother, “Then he dreamed, and behold, a lad-
der was set up on the earth, and its top reached 
to heaven; and there the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it” (Gen 28.12). 
God continued to speak to Jacob’s descendants, 
using dreams, visions, angels, and prophets. 

Poetic Justice 
When Jacob met Rachel, he fell in love 

with her. He served her father for seven years 
to marry her. However, Laban tricked Jacob 
(Gen 29.23–27. 

Was this not poetic justice? Jacob tricked 
his father and brother. Jacob reaped what he 
sowed. 

An Unusual 
Wrestling Match 
Moses reminded us constantly that a 

greater power worked behind the scenes in the 

life and family of Jacob. From time to time, 
we get glimpses of God’s activity. For example, 
as Jacob escaped his brother, God gave Jacob a 
dream and later as Jacob escaped his uncle, God 
visited Jacob in another way. Genesis 32.22–32 
shows the unusual meeting. 

How long did this wrestling match last? It 
appears that it lasted all night. 

Did Jacob’s dislocated hip stop him from 
wrestling? No, he held onto the Man until re-
ceiving a blessing. 

What did Jacob conclude from this strug-
gle? He concluded that he had wrestled with 
God, yet, God allowed him to live. Finally, Ja-
cob met Esau for the first time in twenty years 
(Gen 33.1–17). 

What did Jacob do to bring a reconcilia-
tion? Jacob and his family bowed down to Esau, 
and Jacob gave his brother a gift of livestock. 

How did Esau respond to Jacob’s humble 
actions? Esau ran to Jacob, embraced him, fell 
on his neck, kissed him, and wept. Esau insisted 
that he had enough and did not need the gift. 
He also offered to lead the way back home. 

What did Jacob say to his brother that 
persuaded him to take the present? To receive 
the gift would be a sign of favor that Esau had 
received his brother. Also, Jacob kept insisting. 

The Story of 
Joseph 

While the Genesis story is about Abraham 
and his family, the story of one of his great-
grandsons covers more than a quarter of the 
Book of Genesis. The story of Joseph has many 
plots, including serious sibling rivalry, decep-
tion, slavery, seduction, imprisonment, famine, 
dreams, interpretation of dreams, forgiveness 
and several pieces of clothing. 

Genesis 37 shows the brothers of Joseph 
hating him for a couple of reasons, “This is 
the history of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen 
years old, was feeding the flock with his broth-
ers. And the lad was with the sons of Bilhah 
and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives; and 
Joseph brought a bad report of them to his fa-
ther. Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his 
children, because he was the son of his old age. 
Also he made him a tunic of many colors. But 
when his brothers saw that their father loved 
him more than all his brothers, they hated him 
and could not speak peaceably to him” (Gen 
37.2–4). 

Joseph’s coat is well known and has been 
turned into a play, “Joseph and the Amazing 

Technicolor Dreamcoat.” Joseph’s coat was not 
the only piece of clothing in the story. 

37.3 – the coat 
37.29 – Reuben tore his clothes 
37.32 – the brothers deceived their 

father with the bloody coat 
39.12 – Potiphar’s wife grabbed Jo-

seph’s garment 
39.12–18 – Potiphar’s wife deceived 

her husband with Joseph’s gar-
ment 

41.14 – Joseph changed his clothes 
41.42 – Pharaoh clothed Joseph in 

fine linen 
45.22 – Joseph gave clothes to his 

brothers 

Moreover, God gave Joseph two dreams 
that showed him in a position of great power 
and the rest of the family bowing down to him. 
Joseph told those dreams to his brothers, agi-
tating them even more. Yet, it fit a pattern from 
earlier, the younger ruling over the others. 

Patterns 
The story of Joseph shows patterns. For 
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example, there are three sets of dreams with 
two dreams each about the same events. God 
gave Joseph two dreams of his future exalted 
position. However, he did not receive an inter-
pretation of his dreams immediately. God did 
not give Joseph a direct interpretation, but he 
saw its interpretation when the events started 
to unfold twenty-two years later. God gave two 
servants of Pharaoh each a dream. Joseph pro-
vided the interpretation immediately. God gave 
Pharaoh two dreams of impending prosperity 
followed by adversity. Joseph again provided 
the interpretation immediately. Therefore, the 
story shows the work of God in the young 
man’s life, and even through difficult times, 
God worked through the life of Joseph, which 
he was able to see later (Gen 45.4–9; 50.20). 

It is interesting to see Joseph’s life repeat 
some earlier Genesis experiences. With sibling 
rivalry, favoritism, conflict, reconciliation, and 
perhaps others things, his life repeated Cain 
and Abel, Jacob and Esau, and Leah and Ra-
chel. Also, Jacob deceived his father, Isaac, and 
the sons of Jacob deceived him. Jacob’s family 
went to Egypt, as did Abraham and Sarah. No-
tice the pattern of trickery that Moses revealed 
in the Book of Genesis: 

Jacob tricked Isaac 
Laban tricked Jacob 
Jacob tricked Laban 
Rachel tricked Laban 
The brothers tricked Jacob 
Potiphar’s wife tricked him 
Joseph tricked his brothers 

The Children of 
Israel 

Interestingly, Jacob called in Joseph, who 
was the second to the youngest, placing him, 
in a sense, over his older brothers, and then 
blessed the sons of Joseph, putting the younger 
one before the older, just as Jacob was blessed 
above his older brother (Gen 48.17–20). 

Then Jacob called all the sons together and 
placed the fourth oldest over them all. After 
stating why Reuben, Simeon, and Levi would 
not rule, Jacob said, 

“Judah, you are he whom your broth-
ers shall praise; 

Your hand shall be on the neck of 
your enemies; 

Your father’s children shall bow down 

before you.” 
(Gen 49.8). 

In verse 9, Jacob likened Judah to a lion. 
Jesus is the lion from the 
tribe of Judah. Interest-
ingly, Haile Selassie I, who 
ruled Ethiopia from 1930 
to 1974, used the title 
“Lion of Judah” to refer to 
himself. 

By placing the young-
er over the eldest, God was 
showing that it is not the 
flesh, but the spirit that 
makes people children of 
God (Rom 9.6–13). 

Abraham’s 
Influence 
in Modern 
Thought 

Søren Kierkegaard and Martin Buber 
wrote about Abraham’s experience in sacrificing 
Isaac. Kierkegaard called Abraham a “knight of 

faith,” because God did not ask Abraham to 
sacrifice Isaac for the good of the people, as 
a family might do when giving a son to war 
or some other high purpose. What God asked 

of Abraham seems arbi-
trary and absurd, but it 
was truly a “leap of faith,” 
hoping that he would 
receive his son back. Ki-
erkegaard wrote, “He who 
walks the narrow path of 
faith no one can advise, 
no one understand. Faith 
is a marvel, and yet no 
human being is excluded 
from it; for that in which 
all human life is united is 
passion, and faith is a pas-
sion.” 

George Segal used 
the story as the basis for a 
statue memorializing the 
Kent State shootings. The 
university wanted a more 
literal rendition, but Segal 
refused and now his statue 

is on the campus of Princeton University. ✞

Haile Selassie I
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The Message of 

the Book of Revelation

So what if we are called to die for Him,

He has already died for us.

If you have you read the Book of Revelation, 
these passages will mean something to you: 

Psa 130.1 

Psa 116.1 

Psa 126.5 

1Jo 4.4 

1Jo 5.4 

Rom 8.18 

Acts 14.22 

“It is the finale of all the written revelation 
of God to man, the crowning book of 

the Bible, portraying Paradise lost in the 
morning of time and regained in the 

Saturday evening of time.” 

W. B. West, Jr.

Understanding the arrangement of the New 
Testament helps you to appreciate the Book 

of Revelation: 

First four books show how Christ lived and died.

Acts shows how to become a Christian.

Romans–Jude show how to live as a Christian.

Revelation shows how to die as a Christian.

Why do we fear the Book of Revelation?

We dwell on small things;
Revelation dwells on big things.

We pray small;
Revelation is large.

We stick with the known;
Revelation reveals the unknown.

We refute little things;
Revelation battles the world.

We know the New Testament;
Revelation is Old Testament imagery.
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The Message of 

the Book of Revelation

So what if we are called to die for Him,

He has already died for us.

The Book of Revelation is the Book of 
Sevens

seven churches,
seven angels of the churches,
seven spirits,
seven lampstands,
seven stars,
seven lamps of fire,
seven seals,
a Lamb with seven horns and seven eyes,
seven angels,
seven thunders,
seven thousand people killed,
a dragon with seven heads and seven diadems,
a beast with seven heads,
seven angels with the seven last plagues,
seven angels with seven golden bowls of God’s wrath,
a scarlet beast with seven heads,
seven mountains,
seven kings, and
seven beatitudes.

What God Wants Us to Know That: 

God sees our tears (7.17; 21.4).
God hears our prayers (6.9–11; 8.3, 4).
Our deaths are precious in the sight of God (14.13; 

20.4).
We will be victorious (15.2).
God will avenge our blood (6.9; 8.3).
Jesus will glorify the church in heaven (21.9–22.6).

Seven Major Passages

1.1–3 — You are blessed by reading and obeying
1.19 — Three time periods. Had seen, things which 

are, things after this
6.9–11 (5.8; 8.1–6) — Revelation is an answer to 

prayer
6.17 — Who is able to stand before the Lamb?
11.15 — The kingdoms of the world become the 

kingdoms of Christ
13.4 — Who is able to stand before the beast?
22.12–17 — If you obey the Lord, He separates you 

from the world
If you nail down these passages and their place in the 

Book of Revelation
the Book will make sense to you.

The Presentation of the Revelation and Its 
Meaning

Chapter 1 – Jesus is with us 
Chapters 2 and 3 – We are the light of the world 
Chapters 4–7 –  Be of good cheer 
Chapters 8–11 – God hears prayers 
Chapters 12–14 – The hatred of the devil and the 

world 
Chapters 15 and 16 – Our enemies are treasuring up 

wrath 
Chapters 17–19 – The world passes away 
Chapters 20–22 – We are more than conquerors 
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