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Currently, there are 11,143 Oregon citizens holding Oregon Medical Mari-
juana Program cards, allowing them to grow a limited amount of marijuana 
for various medical conditions, such as chronic pain, nausea, and certain 

other debilitating conditions. The number of Oregon-licensed physicians who 
have signed applications for prescriptions for medical marijuana is 2,261 (Comp 
News, September 2006, p. 11). However, most people want to use marijuana 
recreationally. 

 God Created Marijuana 
He also created Satan, hops, corn, grapes, uranium, mercury, and all other 

things. Some of these things are good for us, but can 
be used to make harmful things. Some of these things 
have so much potential for harm, that everyone agrees 
that there needs to be laws regulating their uses. 

What about Genesis 1:29, 30? 
Moses wrote of the creation of plants on the sixth 

day, “And God said, ‘See, I have given you every herb 
that yields seed which is on the face of all the earth, 
and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall 
be for food. Also, to every beast of the earth, to every 
bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the 
earth, in which there is life, I have given every green 
herb for food’; and it was so” (Ge. 1:29, 30). Every 
herb that yields seed, every tree that bears fruit, and 
every green herb is food for humans, and for every 
beast of the earth, every bird of the air, and everything 
that creeps on the earth. 

Yet, now, not every animal eats every herb. Even 
humans do not eat every herb. Since the creation of 
every green herb, major changes have occurred on the 
earth. The first two humans sinned; consequently God 
changed some things in regards to plant life. 

Genesis 3 records the words of God to Adam, 
“Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and 

have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat 
of it’: Cursed is the ground for your sake; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of 
your life. Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, and you shall eat 
the herb of the field” (Ge. 3:17, 18). Man sinned in regard to his food sources. 
God gave man permission to eat from any source, except from one. Man ate from 
that one exception, therefore, the curse relates to the sin. Thorns and thistles now 
grow, showing a change in the plant kingdom. Consequently, some things became 
undesirable. Some things became bitter. Some things became dangerous. 

For you see, in Genesis 3:19, God said 
further, “In the sweat of your face you shall Continued on page 2
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eat bread till you return to the ground, for out of 
it you were taken; for dust you are, and to dust 
you shall return” (Ge. 3:19). God put into the 
laws of nature the forces that would eventually, 
or sometimes suddenly bring our deaths. There-
fore, not every herb that yields seed or tree that 
bears fruit or herb of the field is suitable for 
food now. 

That is why humans are selective in what 
they eat, unlike the pig and a few others. 

Marijuana and Alcohol 
People argue that there are virtually no 

attributable deaths to marijuana, whereas the 
deaths from legal alcohol are extreme. The 
idea is that since it is undeniable that alcohol 
leads to numerous deaths, and alcohol is legal, 
then marijuana ought to be legal. 

Since we are already killing ourselves 
and many innocent people with legal sub-
stances, let us do it with other substances 
also! Does that sound logical? No, we should 
not legalize marijuana for recreational use, 
because it would cause great damage even as 
the recreational use of alcohol does. Truly, 
if alcohol were being introduced today, it 
would never be accepted by the government 
or by the people. 

Zurich, Switzerland 
For awhile Zurich, Switzerland had a 

park where buying, selling, and using drugs 
was legal (Reader’s Digest), but the govern-
ment realized that it was a failure and closed 
the park. Time magazine said, “In an effort to 
stem the alarming rise in AIDS cases among 
drug users, Zurich, along with a few other cities 
in Switzerland, began an experiment three years 
ago in drug tolerance. Addicts were permitted 
to sell, buy or use drugs in the city’s downtown 
park, the Platzspitz. Needle Park, as it quickly 
became known, attracted up to 4,000 drug us-
ers a day. Health officials freely distributed clean 
needles along with counsel on social and medical 
services…Amid complaints of rising crime, Zurich 
officials last week shut down Needle Park for good. 
(World Notes: Switzerland; Closed: Needle Park, 
Time , February 17, 1992, p. 53).

Against Legalization 
Legalization is not dealing with reality. Le-

galization of alcohol did not remove problems, 
but increased them, because it made it easier to 
obtain, gave a sense of legitimacy, removed the 
stigma of committing a crime, allowed advertising, 
and removed the fear of punishment. Solomon 
warned, “Because the sentence against an evil 
work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart 
of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil” 
(Ec. 8:11). 

Psalm 94 presents a thought-provoking 
question for children of God, “Shall the throne of 
iniquity, which devises evil by law, have fellowship 
with You?” (Ps. 94:20). 

Legalization would not remove cancer-caus-

ing agents or other health problems, such as traffic 
deaths, loss of employment, and wasteful spending 
on marijuana, even as legalization of alcohol has 
not stopped these things. 

Relaxing laws increases an activity. One 
lawyer wrote, “With proper restrictions on access 
by minors and driving under the influence, it can 
be regulated and taxed just as the other items we 

tolerate and tax heavily, calling it a ‘sin tax.’” In 
an average year, 25,000 people are killed on the 
nation’s highways just from drunk drivers. That is 
regulating alcohol? There may be a tax on alcohol, 
but how much does it cost our society to deal 
with alcohol use? The figure is so high and covers 
so many different things (high insurance premi-
ums, lost work, broken families, highway deaths, 
etc.) that it would be impossible to calculate the 
entire cost. Money that is collected from taxes is 
minimal compared to the damage done by these 
legal substances, and shall we add to them with 
another legalized substance? 

Does taxation solve fiscal woes? Has regula-
tion and taxation of…well, you name it, solved 
any fiscal woes? 

Marijuana As Medicine 
If marijuana is legalized medicinally, that is all 

that it should be, available only as a prescription 
under doctor’s orders, which is a different issue 
from recreational use. As Paul says about wine, 
“No longer drink only water, but use a little wine 
for your stomach’s sake and your frequent infir-
mities” (1Ti. 5:23). Medications treat illnesses; 
marijuana is for getting high. When a doctor 
prescribes a medicine: 

• He knows your health problem. 
• He knows the appropriate treatment. 
• He knows the needed amount. 

• He knows the affect of the medicine. 
• He knows the side affects. 
• He knows your body, that is, your gender, 
weight, height, and other factors. 

He takes all these things into consideration 
in prescribing medicine for you so that do not 
overdose. Recreational use of marijuana intention-

ally increases the dosage to get high. 

Our Bodies
When a marijuana user drives his car 

and smashes into my car, it is suddenly more 
than just his business. When everyone’s 
insurance premiums rise in order to cover 
the cost of treating people who do foolish 
things to their bodies, it is suddenly more 
than just their business. When our taxes 
increase to deal with crime, which will in-
crease, not decrease, as Switzerland showed, 
it suddenly affects me. When we put things 
into our bodies, there is Another One whom 
we must consider, the Holy Spirit. 

Galatians 5 contrasts the works of 
the flesh with the fruit of the Spirit. “Now 
the works of the flesh are evident, which 
are…sorcery…But the fruit of the Spirit 
is…self-control. Against such there is no 
law” (Ga. 5:19–23). Notice the word “sor-
cery.” The Greek word is pharmakia, from 
which we get pharmacy. Pharmacists handle 
drugs. So, did ancient sorcerers. They were 
not using drugs medicinally, but for enter-
tainment, business, or religious purposes. In 
that regard, the use of marijuana is similar 
to sorcery. By this means, a person loses 

some of his self-control. 
Contrariwise, the fruit of the Spirit is self-

control. Therefore, what we do with our bodies 
affects the Holy Spirit. First Corinthians 6 declares 
that our bodies are not our own, but they are sa-
cred shrines for Someone else to inhabit, “Or do 
you not know that your body is the temple of the 
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from 
God, and you are not your own? For you were 
bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your 
body and in your spirit, which are God’s” (1Co. 
6:19, 20). Does marijuana use glorify God? Does 
putting marijuana into my body make the Holy 
Spirit happy? In Christ we have great liberty, but 
think on the words of Paul in First Corinthians 
6, “All things are lawful for me, but all things 
are not helpful. All things are lawful for me, but 
I will not be brought under the power of any” 
(1Co. 6:12). 

We have more than enough problems with 
legalized alcohol. Why add to the problems by 
legalizing another substance that takes away 
people’s sobriety? Anyone who is on prescription 
medications knows of unpleasant side affects. Why 
does anyone want to add to that effect? 

Finally, suggesting that we legalize marijuana 
just does not make sense. As Job said to his friends, 
“Your platitudes are proverbs of ashes, your de-
fenses are defenses of clay” (Jb. 13:12). ✞

Continued from page 1
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Meditating on Scripture Daily
Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Is Jesus Your Stumbling Stone or Stepping 
Stone?

The gift of Jesus is found by faith
Romans 9:30–33

Mar. 1 Ro. 9:30, 31 Attaining Righteousness
30, 31 What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue 

righteousness, have attained to righteousness… Here is a confusing issue. 
How is it that the Gentiles did not pursue righteousness, but attained it, 
whereas, the Jews did pursue righteousness, yet did not attain it? What 
kind of righteousness did the Gentiles attain? What kind of righteousness 
were the Jews pursuing? Paul helped us to answer these questions in verses 
32 and 33, but even in verses 30 and 31 he gave clues. In these verses, Paul 
said the Gentiles obtained their righteousness by faith, whereas Israel sought 
the law of righteousness. Since it is impossible to keep a law perfectly, Israel 
did not attain righteousness. 

Mar. 2 Ro. 9:32, 33 Faith vs. Works
32, 33 Why? Because they did not seek it by faith, but as it were, by… 

Why did the Jews not attain righteousness? They did not seek it by faith. 
They sought it by the works of the law. (Paul hinted at this in verses 30 
and 31.) This led them to do what? They stumbled at that stumbling stone. 
What is “that stumbling stone”? It was Jesus whom they stumbled over. The 
Holy Spirit even prophesied that this would happen. There was something 
wrong in the Jew’s approach toward the Law. How do we know that? If 
they had used the Law properly, they would have gone to Christ. However, 
they rejected Him. Therefore, there was something wrong with their works. 
Isaiah Grubbs says, “How is ‘Christ and him crucified’ a stone of stumbling 
to those who strive after legal righteousness? The cross becomes an offence 
to them, because they think they do not need a Redeemer. They expect to 
obtain salvation on the ground of their own goodness” (p. 132).

Self-Established Righteousness
The danger of being ignorant of God’s 

righteousness
Mar. 3 Romans 10:1–3

Chapter 9 showed God’s sovereignty. Chapter 10 declares man’s respon-

sibility. “Truly, God is an equal opportunity Savior, for He still gives Gentiles 
an invitation to salvation, while giving the Jews the same opportunity. In 
this chapter, we will see Christ revealed as Savior to all of Israel (verses 2–4), 
Christ received as Savior by some of Israel (verses 5–15), and Christ rejected 
as Savior by most of Israel (verses 16–21)” (Courson, p. 958). 

Ro. 10:1 Paul’s Desire
1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is… Look at 

the way Paul began this section, calling his readers in Rome, “Brethren.” 
What does that show? The Christians in Rome were dear to the heart of 
the beloved apostle and he wanted them to know it. Why did say it? He 
had written hard words about his Jewish brethren, but he wanted the 
Christians in Rome, and he wanted us, to know, that he did not hate his 
brethren, but loved them deeply, in spite of what he said. What was Paul’s 
heart desire and prayer? 

Mar. 4 Ro. 10:2 Zeal and Knowledge
2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God… 9:1–5 

explained why Paul wanted the Jews saved. What was his reasoning there? 
It was all because of who they are. They were his family, and God chose 
them to bring into the world the gifts of God. Now, in 10:2, what was 
Paul’s motive for seeking Israel’s salvation? He had seen their zeal for God. 
Why would that be a motive for wanting someone saved? If they have a 
zeal for God, what is the problem? Zeal is good, but without knowledge it 
is dangerous. Is knowledge without zeal a problem? Yes, it is. Knowledge 
without zeal leads to arrogance and apathy. 

Mar. 5 Ro. 10:3 Self-Established Righteousness
3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness… Here Paul explained 

what was wrong with the knowledge of Israel. Of what were they ignorant? 
Being ignorant of God’s righteousness, led them to do what? When a per-
son establishes his own righteousness, what does he fail to do? What is the 
difference between self-righteousness and God’s righteousness? Read the 
story in Luke 18:9–14, because it shows the difference. “Why did Israel 
stumble over Christ and reject Him? Because they did not understand the 
kind of righteousness God wanted or how to get it” (Warren Wiersbe, 
Bible Commentary, New Testament, p. 124). “You can be sincere in your 
crusading or your critiquing, your sin-sniffing or your fault-finding—but 
you’ll be sincerely wrong. Ask Paul. With great zeal, he persecuted the 
church, going about to establish his own righteousness (Philippians 3:6). 
Like the majority of Israel, He was sincere, but he was sincerely wrong” 
(Courson, p. 958). 

This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, 
but you shall meditate in it day and night, 

that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. 
For then you will make your way prosperous, 

and then you will have good success. 
(Joshua 1:8) 
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Mar. 6 Romans 10:1–3 
The problems of the unbelieving Jews are problems for all people, 

including Christians. These are dangers that we must avoid at all costs. 
The dangers are: 

• Zeal that is not guided by knowledge 
• Ignorance of God’s righteousness 
• Establishing our own righteousness 
• Refusing to submit to God’s righteousness 

Think of the privileged position of Israel, yet, they rejected Christ. 
They had the truth, but they are lost. Is it possible for us to have the truth, 
but to be lost? How can that be? 

The End of the Law
What is the goal of the Law?

Romans 10:4–13
Mar. 7 Ro. 10:4 The Goal of the Law

4 For Christ is the end of… Observe the word “for.” Paul was explaining 
something he had already said. What did he just say? He said that the Jews 
were ignorant of God’s righteousness and so established their own. How is 
verse 4 a further explanation of his previous thought? Verse 4 shows that 
the purpose of the Law was to bring people to Christ. Yet, the Jews rejected 
Christ because they did not follow the righteousness of the Law, but they 
followed their own righteousness. What is the end of the Law? Christ is 
the end of the Law. Therefore, if the Jews had used the Law properly, they 
would have gone to Christ. How is Christ the end of the law for righteous-
ness to every one that believes? 

Mar. 8 Ro. 10:4 The Goal of the Law
4 For Christ is the end of… Isaiah Grubbs says that according to 

Romans “8:3, 4 and Matt. 5:17 [See also Luke 24:47 and Rev. 19:10, 
D.R.] Christ fulfilled the law. The law finds consummation in Christ. The 
law demanded punishment for sin and Christ bore that punishment. All 
who are in Christ enjoy the benefits of his righteousness” (p. 133). Also, 
J. Vernon McGee says that, “The Mosaic Law was given to lead men to 
Christ; it wasn’t given to save men…the Law was not given to save us, but 
to show us that we needed to be saved. It takes us by the hand, brings us 
to the cross of Christ, and says, ‘Little fellow, you need a Savior’” (p. 718). 
Warren Wiersbe adds, “…instead of letting the Law bring [the Jews] to 
Christ (Gal. 3:24), they worshiped their Law and rejected their Saviour. 
The Law was a signpost, pointing the way. But it could never take them 
to their destination. The Law cannot give righteousness; it only leads the 
sinner to the Saviour who can give righteousness” (p. 114). 

Mar. 9 Ro. 10:4 The Goal of the Law
4 For Christ is the end of… Sadly, the Jews were not seeking the same 

thing that the Law was seeking! Beware of a great danger! The danger is that 
we seek something other than what the Scriptures seek! Do we understand 
the point of Scripture? Let us beware of having a self-righteous attitude in 
the presence of the Jews, as though we do not have their problem. The Law 
was for mankind’s righteousness, first showing the Jew, and then showing 
that the Gentile could also be part of that righteousness. 

Mar. 10 Ro. 10:5–9 Righteousnesses Contrasted
5–9 For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, “The 

man who does those things shall live by them…” What did Moses write 
concerning the righteousness of the Law? The man who does those things 
shall have life by God’s commandments. Yet, it is impossible to so live by 
them that one never fails to keep all of the commandments. Consider the 
question and answer of Grubbs, “What contrast does the Apostle bring 
out between impossible legal righteousness and the feasible righteousness 
of faith? He shows that the former excludes the righteousness of God and 
that the latter offers salvation to all on conditions that are practicable to all. 

Verses 6, 8, 11 and 13. It is brought nigh unto all. Salvation is promised 
to all on the conditions of believing with the heart, confessing with the 
mouth and ‘calling upon the name of the Lord’” (p. 134). 

Mar. 11 Ro. 10:5–9 Righteousnesses Contrasted
5–9 …But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way… What does 

the righteousness of faith speak? To answer that question, what two things 
does it deny first? It does not say, “Who will ascend into heaven?” Why 
did Paul say someone would make that statement? Someone who would 
ask, “Who will ascend into heaven?” does not believe that the Christ has 
already come down from heaven. The truth is we cannot bring Christ down 
from above. He has already come down, showing who He is. He will not 
do it again, nor is there any need for Him to do so. The righteousness of 
faith does not say in his heart, “Who will descend into the abyss?” Why 
did Paul say someone would ask that question? One who does not believe 
that the Christ has already been resurrected would ask that question, but 
the righteousness of faith knows that Jesus has been resurrected. We cannot 
bring Christ up from the dead, because He has already been raised from 
the dead. He was crucified once, and He was raised once. He will not do 
those things again. 

Mar. 12 Ro. 10:5–9 Righteousnesses Contrasted
5–9 …But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way… If someone 

does not believe in Jesus as a result of His first descending from heaven 
and His first resurrection from the dead, what makes a person think that 
he will believe a repeat of these events? Why does the righteousness of faith 
say those things? It accepts that Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the end of the 
Law. There is no further need for demonstration because what He did is 
sufficient to produce belief. What does the righteousness of faith affirm? 
Notice that Paul is still quoting from the Law, showing that the Law had its 
proper place so that those living under the Law could have the righteousness 
of faith. “Paul quoted from the Old Testament to prove to his readers that 
they did not even understand their own Law” (Wiersbe, p. 115). 

Mar. 13 Ro. 10:5–9 Righteousnesses Contrasted
5–9 …But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and 

in your heart…” The word is near you, both Paul and Moses wrote, but 
where? It is in your mouth. It is in your heart. There is no need to ascend 
into heaven to get Jesus the Word. There is no need to descend into the abyss 
to get Jesus the Word. This is the word of faith that the apostles preached. 
How is the word of faith expressed? It confesses the Lord Jesus. It believes in 
the heart that God raised Jesus from the dead. This is why the righteousness 
of faith does not ask who will ascend into heaven or descend into the earth. 
God has done these things already. However, the Jews did not accept the 
fact that these things were true concerning Jesus Christ. What is the result 
of having the word of faith near you? You will be saved! 

Mar. 14 Ro. 10:10, 11 Belief in What?
10, 11 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness… How do 

we get to righteousness according to Paul? With the heart we believe and 
that leads us to righteousness. In what are we to believe? We believe on 
Him! How do we get to salvation? We confess that Jesus is the Lord and 
that brings us to salvation. Old Testament Scripture confirms these things. 
Will the believer be put to shame? What exactly did Paul mean with his 
quote from the Old Testament? If you put your trust in the Lord Jesus, will 
He let you down? Will you be disappointed? 

Mar. 15 Ro. 10:12, 13 The Lord Is Rich
12, 13 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek… Isaiah 28:16, 

from which Paul quoted, stated that “whoever” believes on the Lord should 
have righteousness and salvation. That means the Old Testament laid the 
groundwork for a new system where there would be no distinction between 
Jew and Greek, and for that matter no distinctions between all races and 
nations of people. Why is there no distinction between Jew and Greek? 
The same Lord is over all. He is rich to all who call upon Him. Again, Paul 
provided a quotation. Where is the quotation found? It is found in the 
prophets, that is, the prophet Joel, showing all along that God intended 
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to include all people, not just the Jews. Moreover, in chapters 1–3, Paul 
taught that there is no distinction because all of us have sinned, “…even 
the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all 
who believe. For there is no difference (Ro. 3:22). 

Send Preachers
If anyone can believe on the Lord and be saved, 

what shall we do about it?
Romans 10:14, 15

Mar. 16 Ro. 10:14, 15 Preachers
14, 15 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not be-

lieved?… If anyone can be saved who calls upon the Lord, how then shall 
they call upon Him, if they do not believe in Him? Therefore, believing 
precedes calling. Can we believe something of which we have not heard? 
Therefore, hearing precedes believing. Hearing necessitates that someone 
does the speaking. Who does the speaking? Who or what is a preacher? We 
all preach in one sense or another. Compare Acts 8:1–4. Interestingly, in 
Acts 8, the “preachers” stayed in Jerusalem. However, all members of the 
church went out speaking the word. Yet, in Romans 10:14 Paul spoke in 
a missionary sense, that is, in order for new groups of people, and he was 
speaking of groups (Jew and Greek), to hear the message, someone has to 
go to that region. 

Mar. 17 Ro. 10:14, 15 Preachers
14, 15 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not 

believed?… Can a preacher go without being sent? What did Paul imply 
about the sending? Should there not be a church that chooses a man and 
supports him in this work? Does this not also mean that the church should 
be involved in training preachers? Again, Paul quoted from the Scripture. 
What is the significance of this quotation? Paul’s quotation is from both 
Isaiah 52:7, about the proclamation of peace and the reign of God over 
Zion, and Nahum 1:15, about the proclamation of Judah keeping her 
feasts and vows, because God was going to destroy Nineveh. Both of these 
were good news to the Jews, but how much better is the good news that 
Paul wrote about! When a man goes into an area to proclaim the good 
news of salvation, he is a most welcomed sight, and so is the church that 
sent him. Each congregation of the Lord ought to be involved in fulfilling 
this passage, either by sending the preacher or receiving the preacher from 
another place. 

You Have to Hear the Word
Since Israel has not obeyed, did they not hear?

Romans 10:16–21
Mar. 18 Ro. 10:16 Disobedience Foretold

16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel… Why was Paul’s first 
sentence a contrast to his preceding material? Think on these things. First, 
Israel had a zeal for God (v. 1). Second, the Law spoke of all these things 
that Paul wrote about. Third, the righteousness of faith is feasible, but 
the righteousness of the Law is impossible. Fourth, the feet of those who 
preach the good news of salvation are beautiful. Why then would anyone 
not respond to these things? They were set in their own ways, although 
they believed that they were set in God’s ways. However, know that the 
disobedience of Israel was not unexpected. Isaiah prophesied of it in Isaiah 
53, which prophesied of the suffering of God’s Servant. Notice the con-
nection that Paul made between his statement of Israel’s disobedience and 
Isaiah’s prophecy of Israel’s unbelief. Israel believed some things, but their 
unbelief in other things, such as denying the Messiahship of Jesus, led to 
disobedience. They were obedient in some things, but their disobedience 
in others caused them to be lost. 

Mar. 19 Ro. 10:17 Faith Comes By Hearing

17 So then faith comes by hearing… Why did Paul introduce this 
statement? What is the connection with verse 16? Answer those questions 
by answering the following questions. How does faith come? In this case, 
it hears what? Is it mere hearing, or is there something else involved? J. 
Vernon McGee says, “Oh, this is so important! Faith does not come by 
preaching philosophy or psychology or some political nostrum; it comes by 
preaching the Word of God. Until you hear the Word of God, you cannot 
be saved, my friend” (p. 720). 

Mar. 20 Ro. 10:18 Did They Not Hear?
18 But I say, have they not heard? Yes indeed… If hearing alone produced 

faith, why was Israel unbelieving and disobedient in regard to Jesus Christ? 
The truth is, hearing alone does not produce faith; otherwise everyone who 
hears the good news would have faith. Did Israel in the first century hear the 
good news about Jesus Christ? From where was Paul quoting? He quoted 
from Psalm 19. What is the quotation about in its original context? Read 
Psalm 19:1–6. The preaching of the Gospel is like the declaration of the 
heavens showing the glory of God. 

Mar. 21 Ro. 10:19–21 This Was All Foretold
19–21 But I say, did Israel not know? First Moses says… According 

to verse 19, did Israel have the opportunity to know that God would send 
the Christ, what the Christ would be like, and God’s desire to include the 
Gentiles? Yes, their Scriptures made these things clear. How did Paul answer 
that question? He quoted Moses. What did Moses say? God would provoke 
Israel to jealousy. Why did God do that? What was He accomplishing? He 
wanted to create in the heart of the Jews jealousy that they might see what 
they were missing. Is this an evangelism tool that we are neglecting? How 
might we provoke people to jealousy? Interestingly, God through Moses 
referred to the Gentiles as no nation and a foolish nation. Why do you 
think God refers to us before our conversion like that? See Mark 7:24–30. 
According to verses 20 and 21, from whom did Paul quote next? Again, 
the reception of the Gentiles and the rejection of Israel were prophesied 
centuries before. Israel could have known that these things were going to 
happen. Where did Paul quote from first? Isaiah 65:1. Where did he quote 
from second? Isaiah 65:2. However, what God said to Israel did not stop at 
Isaiah 65:2, but continued through verse 7. Please read Isaiah 65:1–7. 

Mar. 22 Ro. 10:16–21
What we have seen in the past four days helps us further to answer 

the question of 9:19, “You will say to me then, ‘Why does He still find 
fault? For who has resisted His will?’” Therefore, God did not arbitrarily 
condemn Israel or anyone who ends up lost, but look again at Romans 
10:21, “But to Israel he says: ‘All day long I have stretched out My hands 
to a disobedient and contrary people.’” What picture of God do you have 
from Romans 10:21? He warned Israel repeatedly of what was coming and 
He warns us also of what is coming. Yet, most of Israel and the world are 
like Julius Caesar, in Shakespeare’s play, who did not read the letter from 
Artemidorus, warning of impending doom, of the assassination conspiracy 
and paid the price with his death. So, many shall be lost on the last great 
day of earth. 

Has God Forsaken the Jews?
Israel is saved by the same means as the 

Gentiles
Mar. 23 Romans 11:1–10

Warren Wiersbe introduces Romans 11 this way, “The theology of 
Romans 9–11 magnifies God’s grace and extols His sovereignty. Never lose 
the wonder of your salvation or of the greatness of God. No matter how 
deep the valley or difficult the battle, a vision of God’s greatness puts joy 
in your heart and strength in your soul. God knows what He is doing even 
if you do not understand it fully” (Bible Commentary, p. 124). 

He says further in his comments in Romans 11, “God has always had a 
believing remnant in Israel, no matter how dark the day. When you become 
discouraged about the future of the church and feel that you may be the 
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only faithful Christian left, read 1 Kings 19 and focus on God’s greatness. 
We cannot explain all the purposes and plans of God, but we can worship 
and praise Him for who He is (vv. 33–36)” (p. 125). 

Mar. 24 Ro. 11:1–4 Is Israel Gone?
1–4 I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not! For… Has 

God cast away Israel? What was Paul’s answer? First, he gave an emphatic 
no! Second, he offered himself as proof. How was he proof that God has 
not cast away Israel? Paul was an Israelite in the flesh! Third, God has not 
cast away His people whom He foreknew. Fourth, there is always a believing 
remnant. How did Paul demonstrate that there is a remnant? Remember 
what the Scripture says of Elijah. What is it about him that we are to re-
member? He believed that he was the only one left. What did God say to 
Elijah? God said to the prophet that there were still 7,000 in Israel who 
had not bowed the knee to Baal. Why was Elijah unaware of 7,000 men? 
Likewise, are there Jews today who believe and obey? Is it possible that we 
have failed to acknowledge other people who are of God? 

Mar. 25 Ro. 11:5 There Is a Remnant
5 Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant… In the first 

century, there were Jews who believed. In our present century, there are 
Jews who believe. What, according to verse 5, makes them the remnant? 
They are the remnant because they understand the truth about the grace of 
God in Christ and the works of the Law. The question is do we understand 
the truth about the grace of God in Christ and the works of the Law? The 
unbelieving Jews were convinced that they were right, that they had the 
knowledge of the truth, and that Jesus was not the long awaited Christ. 
Yet, they were wrong. Could you and I be wrong in some of the things that 
we believe, teach, and do? 

Mar. 26 Ro. 11:6 A Remnant By Grace
6 And if by grace, then it is no longer of works… The Jews who are of 

the remnant recognize their need for the grace of God, even as Gentiles 
who recognize their need for the grace of God become part of God’s people. 
Those Jews understand that their works have failed. If they still trusted in 
their works, they would not be in grace. They would not accept Christ, but 
would adhere to their own righteousness. What did Paul mean, “otherwise 
work is no longer work”? 

Let us answer it by considering the first sentence in the verse. If salva-
tion is by grace, then it is no longer by our works. If salvation is by works, 
then grace is no longer grace. Grace is a free gift from the Creator, but if 
salvation comes from my works, then salvation is not a free gift from my 
Creator and that means that grace is no longer an option; salvation in that 
case is not unmerited favor. 

Now, let us consider the second sentence. If salvation is by works, then 
it is no longer by God’s grace. If salvation is by grace, then work is no longer 
work. Work is something that I do, but if salvation comes from my grace, 
then salvation is a free gift from my Creator and that means that work is 
no longer an option; salvation in that case is not merited favor. 

Mar. 27 Ro. 11:7–10 The Rest Were Blinded
7–10 What then? Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect 

have obtained it, and the rest were blinded… What then shall we conclude? 
Israel did not obtain what it sought. The elect have obtained it, whether they 
are of the Jews or of the Gentiles. The rest were blinded. What was Paul’s 
proof of this conclusion, especially of his last point? He quoted the Jewish 
writings, known as the Old Testament. So again, the Old Testament spoke 
of these very things. Paul quoted Isaiah 29:10, 13; Deuteronomy 29:3, 4; 
and Psalm 69:22, 23. Notice again that he quoted from the three major divi-
sions of the Old Testament, the Prophets (Isaiah), the Law (Deuteronomy), 
and the Psalms (Psalm 69). What do these passages say? Consider Wiersbe’s 
comments, “Their ‘table to become a snare’ means that their blessings turn 
into burdens and judgments. This is what happened to Israel: their spiritual 
blessings should have led them to Christ, but instead they became a snare 
that kept them from Christ” (Be Right, p. 127). This is a problem for all 
people. Even as spiritual blessings became a stumbling-stone to Israel, so 
material blessings can keep us away from God. Things that help us to serve 

God become hindrances to knowing God. 

What If the Jews Return to the Lord?
It will be a resurrection!

Romans 11:11–15
Mar. 28 Ro. 11:11 The Fall of the Jews

11 I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall? Certainly not! 
But… Why did Paul ask the question of whether Israel stumbled that they 
should fall? Did God intentionally put a stumbling block before the Jews 
to trip them up, sort of like we might do to play a joke on someone? No, 
God never operates like that. He never forces someone to sin. He never 
forces someone into disobedience. However, since they have fallen, what 
has happened? Here is what has happened. God still wants them back, so 
He sent His preachers to the Gentiles that Israel might become jealous and 
return to the Lord. Remember that Paul began the Letter to the Romans, 
explaining that the Gospel, and all its blessings, went to the Jew first, which 
implied that someone comes second. If the first rejected it, the second gets 
a chance at it. Read Romans 1:16 and 2:5–11 and Acts 13:42–48. See also 
Acts 18:4–6 and 28:16–28. 

Mar. 29 Ro. 11:12 Contemplate Their Fullness
12 Now if their fall is riches for the world… The fall of Israel led to 

what for the world? The world now enjoys the riches of Christ, as you read 
in Acts 13 yesterday. It is always better if anyone, the Jew included, believes. 
Therefore, if the fall of the Jews brought riches for the Gentiles, what shall 
it be when the Jews return? 

Mar. 30 Ro. 11:13–15 A Resurrection
13–15 For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an apostle to the 

Gentiles, I magnify my ministry… What did Paul mean that by speaking 
to the Gentiles as an apostle to Gentiles, he magnified his ministry? Think 
of it this way. What did he just say God is doing by accepting the Gentiles? 
God is provoking the Jews to jealousy. Therefore, the more Paul spoke to 
Gentiles, the more the Jews were provoked to jealousy, and the more they 
were likely to return to their Lord. What does it mean for the world that 
the Jews were cast away? It means that we had the chance of reconciliation 
with God. What shall it mean when they are accepted again? It will be so 
great that it will be like a resurrection from the dead. 

The Goodness and Severity of God
Is God good or severe?

Romans 11:16–24
Mar. 31 Ro. 11:16 The Tree Is Holy

16 For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy… How is this a 
further explanation of the previous discussion? It is a further explanation 
because Israel coming back to Christ is a good thing, since they are or were 
the firstfruits, hence holy. They were at one time connected to that which 
is holy. How then could it be a bad thing for the modern nation of Israel 
or any Israelite to return to the Lord? If it is good when a Gentile turns to 
the Lord, it is certainly good when a Jew turns to the Lord.✞

Bible Study Workshop
FREE Bible Study Outlines complete with review 

questions. Ready for immediate use on World 
Wide Web at: 

www.biblestudyworkshop.com
Check us out! You’ll be glad you did. 
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The Necessity of 
Meditating 

Raymond Kelcy wrote, “There 
is no denying the fact that character 
is shaped by one’s thinking; and if 
one’s speech is to be purified, then 
the source must be purified. He 
whose meditations are on that which 
is vile and unlovely will betray his 
true character in slips of speech, 
in facial expressions, or in some 
other way. But he who thinks on 
that which is good, that which is 
true, that which is of good report, 
will likewise show by his words 
and actions what type of person he 
is. It is true that only God knows 
what a person is thinking—that is, 
God and the one who is doing the 
thinking. But the fruits of wrong 
thinking will come out in a person’s 
life. It is possible to hide selfish 
and lascivious thinking from one’s 
fellowmen, but it is not possible to 
hide the dwarfed and misshaped 
personality that eventually is formed 
by a lifetime of such thinking (Firm 
Foundation, 06.10.1980). 

Scripture confirms Raymond 
Kelcy’s words. It is written, “Keep 
your heart with all diligence, for 
out of it spring the issues of life” 
(Pr. 4:23). “Brood of vipers! How 
can you, being evil, speak good 
things? For out of the abundance 

of the heart the mouth speaks” 
(Mt. 12:34). 
The Differences Between 

Study and Meditation 
The differences between what 

is commonly called Bible study 
and meditation can be show in the 
following, 

Study says I know. 
Meditation says wow! 

Study says I know. 
Meditation says I will change! 

Study says I know. 
Meditation says look at this! 

Study says I know. 
Meditation says I am hum-

bled! 
Study says I know. 

Meditation says I will do the 
will of God. 

Study says I know. 
Meditation sheds a tear. 

Eugene Peterson says it well, 
“We obscure the form when we 
atomize Scripture by dissecting it, 
analyzing it like a specimen in the 
laboratory. Every detail of Scripture 
is worth pursuing endlessly; no 
scholarly attention expended over 
this text is ever wasted. But when 
the impersonal objectivity of the 
laboratory technician replaces the 

adoring dalliance of a lover, we end 
up with file drawers full of informa-
tion, organized for our convenience 
as occasions present themselves. It 
ceases to function as revelation for 
us” (Eat This Book, p. 46). 

It is interesting to read Old 
Testament quotes in the New Testa-
ment, because the apostles did not 
treat texts the way that we do. 

Again, listen to Peterson, 
“Instead of attempting to iron out 
the wrinkles of inconsistency and 
disharmony, we have to listen for 
resonances, echoes, patterns—the 
swarming complexity of lived truth, 
not pinned-down and labeled facts” 
(p. 47). 

For example, some only want 
to cover the Gospel accounts by 
teaching all four Gospel accounts 
simultaneously, that they might 
figure out how they all fit together 
rather than figuring out how the 
Gospels fit into their lives and how 
their lives fit into the Gospels. They 
believe that teaching one Gospel 
account at a time is a waste of time. 
However, in what form did the 
Holy Spirit give the life of Christ 
to us? Was He wrong for giving us 
four accounts? What is wrong with 
reading them as He delivered them? 
Did He give them to us merely as a 
jig-saw puzzle to figure out? ✞

Meditation Tips
By Don Ruhl

The Pleasures of Meditation (Part 2) 
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A Chinese proverb says, 
The gem cannot be polished without friction.

Gems are beautiful, and in a symbolic sense, we can be beautiful 
as gems. However, let us not forget that the beautiful 
gem in the jewelry store was not mined with such 
beauty, but it was dug out of the earth rough and 
dirty, and then it went through certain processes 
that gave it great beauty.

Some gems must undergo a great deal of fric-
tion in order to acquire the beauty that we admire. 
My brother once had one of those noisy rock tumblers 
(the kind that grandparents buy, because parents would 
never buy one), into which you can put rocks that no one 
else thinks are beautiful, and after much tumbling and noise, 
a beautiful stone comes forth.

That is what our lives are about. We are rough and dirty. Perhaps 
no one can see how anything good can come from us, but we are 
tossed about and things are thrown at us and we endure great friction, 
but in the end we come forth as gems, polished and beautiful.

It is said of the gates to the heavenly city, “And the twelve gates 
were twelve pearls: each individual gate was of one pearl” (verses 21). 
The pearl is another precious object that is made by friction when a 

grain of sand enters the oyster and the creature secrets a substance 
that eventually forms a pearl. Fittingly, the New Jerusalem or heaven 
is not entered without friction, irritation, and tribulation. In Acts 
14:22, the Bible tells us that Paul went to the churches, preaching, 
“We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.” It 
is logical that pearls represent the gates of heaven.

Therefore, whenever we think of the glories of heaven, let us also 
realize it is not a free ride to heaven.  Like gems we must endure 

friction, rather than being frustrated by it or attempting to fight 
it, that we might be worthy of the most beautiful place of all. It 
is written in Romans 8 that we are joint heirs with Christ, “if 

indeed we suffer with Him, that 
we may also be glorified 

together.” Therefore 
let us “consider that 
the sufferings of this 

present time are 
not worthy to 

be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us” 
(Ro. 8:18). You cannot be polished 
without friction. ✞

You Are Being Polished
By Don Ruhl
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