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By Don Ruhl 

In America we have a Bill of Rights, but we need a Bill of Obligations. Rights 
imply obligations, because rights say I have the obligation to grant you your rights. 
However, how often do you hear anyone speak of obligations? If I am obligated to 
grant you your rights, are you obligated to grant my rights? Unless the obligations 
are stated, people will not recognize or do them. 

A column by Cal Thomas in the Grants Pass Daily Courier, explained that Al-
exandr Solzhenitsyn (who died recently in August 2008), said the West needs to 
understand the greater need of personal obligations over personal rights, from a 
speech he gave at a Harvard Commencement in 1978. 

Wikipedia says of him, that he, 

was a Russian novelist, dramatist and historian. Through his writings, 
he made the world aware of the Gulag, the Soviet Union’s labour camp sys-
tem, and for these efforts Solzhenitsyn was exiled from the Soviet Union in 
1974. He was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1970. He returned 
to Russia in 1994. 

Cal Thomas wrote of Solzhenitsyn, 

Obligations More Than Rights 
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Thirty years ago this 
summer, Solzhenitsyn 
gave an address at Har-
vard that was biting in 
its critique, exemplary in 
its wisdom and vision-
ary in its predictions for 
what the future would 
hold should America 
and the West remain 
on their present path. 
It was a monumental 
speech that many aca-
demics—at Harvard 
and elsewhere—who 
had cheered Solzhenit-
syn while he re-
sided in the gu-
lag, hated, but I 
loved…

Solzhenitsyn 
said that in the 
West, the pur-
suit of happiness 
through self-grat-
ification and materialism has replaced moral 
and character development: “The constant 
desire to have still more things and a still bet-

ter life and the struggle 
to obtain them imprints 
many Western faces 
with worry and even 
depression...The major-
ity of people have been 
granted well-being to an 
extent their fathers and 
grandfathers could not 
even dream about.” And 
yet, “Today, well-being 
in the life of Western so-
ciety has begun to reveal 
its pernicious mask.” 

What about Amer-
ica’s emphasis on indi-

vidual rights? 
S o l z h e n i t s y n 
said the result 
has been to ig-
nore the welfare 
of the many: 
“The defense of 
individual rights 
has reached such 

extremes as to make society as a whole de-
fenseless against certain individuals. It is time, 
in the West, to defend not so much human 

rights as human obligations.” 

General and President Dwight Eisenhower said, 
“A people that values its privileges above its principles 

“A people that values its privileges 
above its principles soon loses 

both.”
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soon loses both.” 
On the matter of material prosperity, Gregg East-

erbrook wrote a book, The Progress Paradox: How Life 
Gets Better While People Feel Worse. 

He shows how we have become enamored with 
self to where we have no idea how well we have it. 
The self-focus makes us overly concerned about our 
rights, that is, what everyone owes us rather than 
what we owe others. It does not even occur to us that 
we have obligations to anyone. 

Yet as your ancestors four generations 
removed learned more of contemporary life, 
they would be dazzled. Unlimited food at 
affordable prices, never the slightest worry 
about shortage, unlimited variety—strawber-
ries in March!—so much to eat that in the 
Western nations, overindulgence now plagues 
not just the well-off but the poor, the poor 
being more prone to obesity than the popu-
lation as a whole. Four generations ago, the 
poor were lean as fence posts, their arms bony 
and faces gaunt. To our recent ancestors, the 
idea that today even the poor eat too much 
might be harder to fathom than a jetliner ris-
ing from the runway (p. xiv). 

Yet how many of us feel positive about 
our moment, or even believe that life is get-

ting better? Today Americans tell pollsters 
that the country is going downhill; that their 
parents had it better; that they feel unbear-
ably stressed out; that their children face a de-
clining future—and Americans were telling 
pollsters this even during the unprecedented 
boom that preceded the tragedy of Septem-
ber 11, 2001 (pp. xv, xvi). 

...the citizens of the United States and 
the European Union, almost all of whom live 
better than almost all of the men and women 
of history, entertain considerable discontent. 

Far from feeling better about their lives, 
many are feeling worse. 

Someday if Eden is restored, people may 
complain about the predictable menu of milk 
and honey and about the friendly lions purr-
ing too loudly (p xvi). 

What does the Bible says about rights and obliga-
tions? 

Does the Bible Speak of 
Rights? 

The Bible speaks of rights directly and indirectly. 
For direct references read: Exodus 21.8; Deuterono-
my 12.8 speaks against doing what is right in one’s 
own eyes. See also Judges 17.6 and 21.25. Ruth 4.6; 

Second Samuel 15.3; Second Samuel 19.28; Second 
Samuel 19.43; Job 34.6; Psalm 9.4; Psalm 50.16; Jer-
emiah 5.28; Jeremiah 32.7; John 1.12; First Corin-
thians 9.4–6; First Corinthians 9.12; Hebrews 13.10; 
Revelation 22.14. 

These are just some of the passages that speak 
of rights, but you can find many more although the 
word “right” or “rights” may not appear in the pas-
sage. 

Does the Bible Speak of 
Obligations? 

Yes, the Bible is heavy on obligations, much more 
than it is on rights. Where shall we begin and end in 
listing the obligations the Bible places upon us? Time 
will fail us to list even a small sampling. 

Why Did Our Founding 
Fathers Not Give Us a Bill of 

Obligations? 
No one can think of everything, and no one can 

anticipate every need that might come along, espe-
cially centuries in advance. 

Our forefathers did not appear to be self-centered 
people, but served a cause greater than self, and that 
was both God and their new nation. However, since 
the 1950s or 1960s, we have developed a new way of 
thinking, believing that God and country exist for 
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the individual rather than the individual existing for 
God and country. 

It may not have occurred to our forefathers how 
self-centered their forebears would become 200 years 
later. Can you anticipate how Americans will think in 
2208? What if we attempted to put together a docu-
ment that legislated life for Americans then? How 
would you construct it to have relevance for today 
and for then? You can imagine the difficulties in that 
task, and you can then appreciate the work that they 
put into creating The United States Constitution dur-
ing the summer of 1787! They did a very good job. 

Think of the change in our culture since then, 
yet, we still believe they gave us a good document. 

Nevertheless, Article V of the United States Con-
stitution makes provisions for Amendments. 

J. A. Casazza, who advocates the addition of a Bill 
of Obligations to our Constitution, has written the 
following to explain why our forefathers did not add 
an amendment of obligations, 

When our forefathers established this 
country, they saw the need for a Bill of Rights 

and added one to our Constitution. They saw 
no need for a bill of obligations since they 
were establishing “One Nation Under God,” 
and the obligations for all were well estab-
lished. 

Because of erroneous court rulings, we 
have ceased to be “One Nation Under God” 
but one nation where God has no role. We no 
longer have sins and lies; we have actions that 
are “appropriate” and “inappropriate.” Since 
we can no longer depend on God’s Laws to 
tell us our obligations, we need to do the next 
best thing—try to add a “Bill of Obligations” 
to our Constitution. (http://www.obligation-
sneeded.com/index.html) 

I e-mailed Mr. Casazza. He replied, 

Dear Don, 

I have not been able to get any interest 
in a Bill of Obligations. My intent was that a 

brief bill of obligations based on the ten com-
mandments could be proposed to add to our 
constitution similar to the Bill of Rights that 
had been written by George Mason. 

I had hoped that posting it on a web site 
would help arouse interest and that others 
would join in an effort to gain political sup-
port but this did not happen. Yours is the 
only response I have received in 5 years, 

This demonstrates our national concern 
only with our rights, a failure to be concerned 
with our obligations and the national effort 
to remove God from our national activities.. 
I am 85 years old and am deeply concerned 
about the future of our country and my de-
cendents. 

Perhaps a people like you can help. 
Thanks for your interest. 
Jack Casazza 

So, what do you think? ✞



The Bible Meditator Page 6 March AD 2009

Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php

John, The Gospel According to the Eagle 

�editating on the 
�ook of 

�ohn
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Mar 1 John 15.11 
Maximum Joy 

11 “These things I have spoken to you, that My 
joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be 
full.” Why did Jesus speak all these things? He wants 
His joy to be in His disciples and He wants His dis-
ciples to have full joy. Some Christians do not have 
that joy, because they have not heard, accepted, and 
obeyed the words of Jesus Christ. 

Mar 2 John 15.12–15 
The Love of Friends 

12–15 “This is My commandment, that you 
love one another as I have loved you. Greater 
love has no one than this…” Since He spoke of 
commandments and joy, He addressed the most 
important commandment, that we love one an-
other as He has loved us. We cannot point the 
finger at another and question his or her love for 
us, but Jesus wants me to look at myself and see 
whether I am keeping this commandment to love 
others as He has loved me. Do I look at others 
with the eyes of Christ? Do I think toward oth-
ers with mind of Christ? Do I feel toward others 
with the heart of Christ? Do I serve others with the 
hands of Christ? Do I unite with others in the soul 
and spirit of Christ? How can I know the answers 
to those questions? I believe what Jesus said in verse 
13 tells us. The supreme sign of love is to lay down 
your life for your friends. Jesus laid down His life 
for His friends, them and us. Love led Him to do 
that. However, laying down His life was not the first 
time He showed His love. He who cannot show 
the little daily signs of love cannot show the self-

sacrificing sign of love on the rare occasion. There-
fore, Jesus washed the feet of His disciples. If He 
could not have washed their feet, He certainly could 
not have laid down His life for them. (Read 1Cor 
13:1–8a.) A friend through love will lay down his 
life for his friends. Who are friends? Jesus said we 
are His friends, if we do whatever He commanded 
us. How can we say we are His friends, if we select 
which commandments we want to obey? We exist 
for our friends, not them for us. We exist for Jesus 
Christ, not Him for us. If we are His friends, we will 
obey Him, even if the command is unpleasant. In 

verse 15, Jesus used relative negation (See elsewhere 
in this issue of The Bible Meditator for a further 
discussion of this term). He emphasized friendship 
over servanthood. His disciples are His servants, but 
we are not mere servants; we are His friends. Stop 
and think for a moment. You are a servant of Jesus 
Christ. What does that do to you? You are a friend 
of the Son of God. How much better does that make 
you feel? A servant merely obeys the wishes of his 
master. We obey the wishes of our Master. However, 
the servant is not necessarily privy to his Master’s 

plans. As His friends, the disciples, them and us, 
know what Jesus does. We know His plan for the 
world. We know His plan for the future. We know 
His word. Everything we might say about ourselves 
as friends with each other, we can also say about our 
friendship with Jesus. 

Mar 3 John 15.16 
Why Jesus Chose Us 

16 “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and 
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, 
and…” Do not forget that Jesus has been discuss-
ing fruitful lives. We did not go looking for Him, 
He came looking for us. The friendship began 
with Him. He made the first moves. Therefore, 
He can set the conditions of our friendship and 
since He is the Vine and we are the branches, He 
can appoint us to go and bear fruit and help us 
create fruit that shall remain and that in relation 
to all those things, we can ask the Father any-
thing in the name of Jesus Christ, and the Father 
will give it to us. So then, for what do you pray? 
Are your prayers just for a pleasant life or do you 
pray that God will prune you that you might be 

fruitful? 

Mar 4 John 15.17 
Commands Lead to Love 

17 “These things I command you, that you love 
one another.” Jesus gave us commands to move us 
to love one another. Am I loving my brethren as I 
ought to or as Jesus does? What do you lack for a 
fruitful life? God will give it, if you ask. To abide in 
Jesus you must first be in Jesus. You enter into Jesus 

John 15.15
Friends Tell Friends, etc.

Friends Tell Friends
You’re no longer My servants but friends,
 Said our Lord who to us condescends.
 Now we’re doing the same
 For our friends, in His Name,
’Til the church into glory ascends.
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by baptism. 

The World Hates Us 
Do not be surprised by the world’s hatred 

Mar 5 John 15.18–16.4 
I believe Proverbs 10.12 describes what we shall 

see in John 15.18–16.4. We shall see hatred and love 
and the results of both, 

Hatred stirs up strife, 
But love covers all sins. 
(Pro 10.12) 

Hatred against Jesus and His followers creat-
ed strife. Simultaneously, His love and that of His 
followers covered the sins of their persecutors. 

Mar 6 John 15.18–20 
The Church and the World 

18–20 “If the world hates you, you know that 
it hated Me before it hated you…” Jesus said if 
the world hates you, and it did, and it does, then 
remember that it hated Jesus before it hated us. 
Why does the church whine when the world does 
not treat us fairly or gives preferential treatment to 
Muslims even in America? Do not forget what Jesus 
said in verse 19. If you were of the world, the world 
would love its own. We may remember fondly the 
good old days of past generations, but that does not 
do us any good now. The world hates us and will 
do anything, including cheating, breaking the rules, 
not treating us fairly to silence us. Jesus stressed in 
verse 19 that since we are not of the world, because 
He chose us out of the world, that makes the world 

hate us. Remember the meaning of the Greek word 
translated “church.” Ekklesia means “called out.” 
Called out of what? We have been called out of the 
world into the body of Christ. The world does not 
like that. Peter said, “For we have spent enough of 
our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles—
when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, 
revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idola-
tries. In regard to these, they think it strange that 
you do not run with them in the same flood of dis-
sipation, speaking evil of you” (1Pe 4.3, 4). When 
you leave that life, they see you as thinking you are 

better than they are. Yet, knowing the words of Jesus 
in verses 18 and 19, we still do not accept persecu-
tion, sometimes believing that we have done some-
thing wrong. Jesus taught in verse 20 that we are 
not exempt from the world’s hatred. He had taught 
earlier that a servant is not greater than his master, 
so then we are not greater than our Master Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, whatever way they treated Him, 
they shall treat us. Some persecuted Him. Some will 
also persecute us. Some accepted His word. Some 
will also accept our word. Get used to it. This is 

America 2008, not 1776 through 1950s. 

Mar 7 John 15.21 
The World Does Not Know the Father 

21 “But all these things they will do to you for 
My name’s sake, because they do not know Him 
who sent Me.” Jesus taught that we should not take 
things personally, because it is not so much us the 
world hates, but it is Him they hate. In First Thes-
salonians 4, Paul taught what we have heard Jesus 

teach repeatedly, “Therefore he who rejects [this] 
does not reject man, but God, who has also given 
us His Holy Spirit” (1Th 4.8). The world would 
persecute the followers of Jesus for His sake and 
the reason they do that, He explained, is that they 
do not know Him who sent Jesus. 

Mar 8 John 15.22–24 
No Excuse for Sin 

22–24 “If I had not come and spoken to 
them, they would have no sin, but now they have 
no excuse for their sin…” Jesus explained further 
why the world hated Him, and us. He spoke the 

truth and they sinned in rejecting it. Remember 
that in John 3.18, we heard Jesus say that the world 
is judged already. He continued to explain why the 
world is judged already, “And this is the condemna-
tion, that the light has come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil. For everyone practicing evil hates 
the light and does not come to the light, lest his 
deeds should be exposed. But he who does the truth 
comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly 
seen, that they have been done in God” (John 3.19–

John 15.18–27
The World, Your Enemy

Laws and Appeal
The world’s hatred is part of your deal.
It hates Us, so we know how you feel.
And because of their laws
Hated Me without cause.
With My Spirit you’ll win, on appeal.
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21). The Father sent Jesus to the world to save the 
world, both by teaching and preaching to the world 
and by dying for the world. Since the world rejected 
that offer of salvation they increased their condem-
nation. Therefore, they have no excuse for their sin. 
Since Someone sent Jesus to save the world, when 
the world rejects Jesus, they reject the One who sent 
Him. The One who sent Jesus is the Father of their 
flesh and souls, so to reject that, leaves them with-
out a spiritual Father, without a Savior in the Day of 
Judgment, and without a Friend to keep them from 
the pit of eternal hell. Remember Jesus knew that 
some people would have a hard time believing 
His words. Therefore, He did miraculous works 
to show them that He had come from God, 
which would then make them believe His words. 
Nevertheless, the world still did not believe and 
the world does not now believe the Holy Spirit-
inspired recording of those miracles. They saw 
Jesus, and the world learns of Him today, but the 
world still hated and hates Jesus and His Father. 

Mar 9 John 15.25 
Hatred Without a Cause 

25 “But this happened that the word might be 
fulfilled which is written in their law, ‘They hated 
Me without a cause.’” These things did not sur-
prise Jesus, because before He came to the earth, 
He had the psalmists write at least three times, that 
the world would hate Him for no reason. When the 
world hates us, let us not be shocked, because even 
as they hated our Master without a cause, so shall 
they hate us. 

Mar 10 John 15.26, 27 

Speak in Spite of Hatred 

26, 27 “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall 
send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who 
proceeds from the Father…” While the world would 
despise the apostles, Jesus and His Father would not, 
showing their love by sending the Helper, the Spirit 
of Truth, who is the Holy Spirit, who would testify 
of Jesus to the apostles and to the world through 
the miracles, preaching, teaching, & writing of the 
apostles. Hebrews 2 confirms the witness of the 
Spirit through the miracles of the apostles, “…how 

shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, 
which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, 
and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, 
God also bearing witness both with signs and won-
ders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, according to His own will?” (Heb 2.3, 4). 
Also, the apostles bore witness by telling what they 
experienced with the Lord. First John shows the 
credibility of John’s, and the other apostles’ witness, 
because they had been with Jesus from the begin-
ning of His ministry. “That which was from the be-

ginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our 
hands have handled, concerning the Word of life” 
(1Jo 1.1). The Holy Spirit knew Jesus for all eternity 
with an intimacy greater than that of the apostles. 
Put the human testimony of the apostles and the 
divine testimony of the Spirit together and you have 
way beyond any reasonable doubt that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God. 

Mar 11 John 16.1 
The Prevention of Stumbling 

1 “These things I have spoken to you, that you 
should not be made to stumble.” Jesus knew the 
ferocity of the rage the world would unleash on 
His apostles. They had no idea of the suffering 
headed their way. Therefore, in chapters 13–15, 
and yet more in chapter 16, Jesus revealed the 
bloodthirsty teeth waiting to sink into their flesh. 
He also prepared them by planting them in the 
truth, helping them to sink their roots down 
deep, so that when ferocious winds of hatred 
stormed into their lives, the fear of the world 
would not blow them over, but they would stand 

up boldly to the hatred, and preach and live the love 
of Jesus. The way to keep from stumbling is to put 
yourself into Jesus Christ and to put His word into 
your heart. 

Mar 12 John 16.2, 3 
The Root of Persecution 

2, 3 “They will put you out of the synagogues; 
yes, the time is coming that whoever kills you will 
think that he offers God service…” The world would 

John 16.1–11
Persecution and the Counselor

Satan’s Plan Foiled
Booted out and your lives threatened too.
So I’m sending my Spirit to you,
We will deal with Big Three
While you guys over-see
Minis-try we call Project Renew.
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hate them (and us), to the extent of putting them 
out of the synagogues, and killing them, believing 
that such hatred would serve God. That means the 
Jews would persecute the church first. The Holy Ro-
man Empire did it with the same motives and some 
Muslims today also believe that killing you honors 
God. Why did the Jews in the first century, the Holy 
Roman Empire in the Dark Ages, and the Muslims 
in the 21st century kill disciples of Christ, believ-
ing they offered service to God? They did it, and do 
it, to honor God, but only in their self-made ways. 
They do not know the Father or the Son. 

Mar 13 John 16.4 
The Timing of Truth 

4 “But these things I have told you, that when 
the time comes, you may remember that I told 
you of them…” Speaking again in prophecy, Je-
sus strengthened His disciples, letting them know 
beforehand what was coming, which would cre-
ate belief in them that everything He spoke was 
the truth. Why do we not read of Jesus speaking 
these warnings earlier? He was with them then. 
The murderous-rage against the church was still 
years away, but the night before His death, He had 
to let them know what was coming. They were fi-
nally prepared to hear it, knowing fully that He was 
the Son of God. The world is moody. Sometimes 
they love the church. Sometimes they tolerate the 
church. Sometimes they persecute the church. I do 
not know what the world shall do next, but I do 
know what Jesus said and you have read His words 
today. It is time for you to have your sins washed 
away and to be baptized into Christ, following Him 
everyday regardless of what the world throws at 
you. 

The Secret Place of 
Peace 

Do you know where to find peace? 

Mar 14 John 16.5–33 
Put Christ in your mind and develop a “calm-

plex.” Then when others go to pieces, you have peace, 
because if you say no to God, He says no to peace, 
but if you know God, you will know peace. Jesus 
prepared His disciples for the hatred of the world, 

including from the Jewish nation, and that some 
people would kill the disciples, believing that do-
ing so served God. Muslims believe the same thing. 
Jesus also spoke much about leaving His disciples. 
After speaking of their future persecution, He re-
turned to discussing His departure. 

Mar 15 John 16.5–7 
Jesus Will Leave That the Spirit Might 

Come 

5–7 “But now I go away to Him who sent Me, 
and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are You going?’ 
But because I have said these things…” Jesus had 
said that He was going away and Peter questioned 
the Lord in 13.36, “Simon Peter said to Him, ‘Lord, 
where are You going?’ Jesus answered him, “Where 
I am going you cannot follow Me now, but you 
shall follow Me afterward” (John 13.36). Jesus kept 
speaking of leaving, but they ceased to ask where 
He was going. They only had sorrow that He was 
leaving, as verse 6 shows. They loved Him and did 
not want Him to go, but they failed to understand 

where He was going and to whom He was go-
ing. If they had understood, they would have re-
joiced, which was something He had said earlier, 
“You have heard Me say to you, ‘I am going away 
and coming back to you.’ If you loved Me, you 
would rejoice because I said, ‘I am going to the 
Father,’ for My Father is greater than I” (John 
14.28). They also should have rejoiced for their 
own sakes. If He went away, the Helper, the Holy 
Spirit, would come to them. They saw the depar-
ture of Jesus as abandonment, but He saw His 
departure as a gift, because they could not have 
the Helper until He left. 

Mar 16 John 16.8–11 
The Spirit Will Convict the World 

8–11 “And when He has come, He will con-
vict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment: of sin, because…” Jesus was not just for 
friendship, but He came to earth and gathered them 
as disciples for a huge work. This was where the 
Holy Spirit came in. The Spirit would convict the 
world of three things, of sin, of righteousness, and 
of judgment, through the apostles. 

John 16.12
Inner Workings, Trinity & Me

Three in One
One in Three. Three in One. Now I see.
Holy Spirit brings glory to Je’.
Relays message from Dad
And it’s all about Lad.
It makes sense ’cause He lives within me.
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Mar 17 John 16.12, 13 
The Spirit Will Guide the Apostles 

12, 13 “I still have many things to say to you, 
but you cannot bear them now. However…” Jesus 
said plenty on that evening, and in the previous 
three and a half years. He knew they could digest 
only so much. Later they could take in more. That 
was why He sent the Holy Spirit to them, which Je-
sus taught in verse 13. Look at the additional work 
of the Helper, the Spirit of Truth, who is the Holy 
Spirit. He would guide them into all truth. He 
would speak only what He heard. Therefore, the 
apostles spoke only what they heard from the 
Spirit, and we should only speak what we have 
heard from the apostles. He would tell them of 
things in the future. 

Mar 18 John 16.14, 15 
The Spirit Will Glorify Jesus 

14, 15 “He will glorify Me, for He will take of 
what is Mine and declare it to you…” The Spirit 
would do as Jesus had done and as we should do, 
glorify the One greater than yourself. Jesus glori-
fied the Father. The Spirit would glorify Jesus. We 
should glorify all three. The Spirit would glorify Je-
sus by taking what belonged to Jesus and declare it 
to the apostles. Yet, all that Jesus had belonged to 
the Father, meaning that whatever the Father gave 
to Jesus, Jesus would give to the Spirit and the Spir-
it would give those things to the apostles and the 
apostles would give those things to us, and we give 
to the world. 

Mar 19 John 16.16–19 
The Apostles Confused Over a 

Phrase 

16–19 “A little while, and you will not see Me; 
and again a little while, and you will see Me, be-
cause…” Jesus spoke more on His imminent de-
parture, and His imminent return, both ordered by 
the Father to whom Jesus was going. That puzzled 
the disciples. They questioned the meaning of go-
ing away and coming back, and they questioned His 

statement that He was going to the Father. They just 
flat out said that they did not know what He was 
saying. None of us have ever done that before with 
the Scriptures! You have never repeated an expres-
sion from Scripture and declared that you had no 
idea what it meant! Right? Jesus knew that the dis-
ciples wanted to ask Him about His statements, and 
He knows that you have questions for Him and the 
Father. 

Mar 20 John 16.20–22 

From Sorrow to Joy 

20–22 “Most assuredly, I say to you that you will 
weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; and you 
will be sorrowful, but…” Jesus compared the reac-
tions of His disciples to a woman giving birth to a 
child. They would weep and lament, while the world 
rejoiced, but then something would happen to turn 
their sorrow into joy. A woman has sorrow during 
labor, but after the baby is born, she forgets the sor-
row and has joy for the baby she brought into the 
world. The apostles would have sorrow, because of 

the departure of Jesus and how He would depart, 
but then they would see Him again and their joy 
would be equal to that of a woman seeing her 
newborn, forgetting the sorrow of missing Him 
and seeing Him crucified. 

Mar 21 John 16.23, 24 
The Secret to Full Joy 

23, 24 “And in that day you will ask Me 
nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you…” For the 
joy of their hearts, they would ask Jesus nothing. 
The thrill of joy in their hearts would keep them 

from thinking of questions. However, He encour-
aged them to ask anything of the Father in the name 
of Jesus and the Father would do it for them. Up 
to that time, they had always prayed, but never ap-
proached the Father in the name of Jesus Christ. 
He told them to start doing it and they would re-
ceive what they asked for, because the Father wanted 
them, and He wants us, to have joy filled. 

Mar 22 John 16.25–28 
Jesus Spoke in Figurative Language 

John 16.16–33
Jesus Foretells His D/B/R

D/B/R
D-B-R is the essence of G.
To omit one’s like worshipping tree.
Soon, from you who believe,
I’ll be taking my leave
But in trouble you’ll find peace in Me. 
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25–28 “These things I have spoken to you in fig-
urative language; but…” Jesus had spoken in figu-
rative language, which we have noticed throughout 
the Gospel According to John, but He would soon 
speak to them plainly of the Father. Jesus empha-
sized yet again, that when He spoke plainly of the 
Father, they would ask during prayer in the name 
of Christ, and He would not have to pray to the 
Father for them, because the Father Himself loved 
the disciples. He loved them because they loved His 
Son, believing that He had come from the Father. 
Since Jesus came from the Father into the world, it 
was time to return, leaving the world to go to the 
Father. 

Mar 23 John 16.29, 30 
The Confession of the Disciples 

29, 30 His disciples said to Him, “See, now You 
are speaking plainly, and using no figure of speech! 
Now we are sure that…” Finally, the disciples found 
a handle. During that last evening with Him, they 
questioned Him, disagreed with Him, were bewil-
dered at Him and so on, but here they had some-
thing they could cling to. Listen to their confession 
in verse 30. They were sure that He knew all things. 
They were sure that He had no need that anyone 
should question Him. They believed that He had 
come forth from God. 

Mar 24 John 16.31, 32 
Belief Shall Turn into Desertion 

31, 32 Jesus answered them, “Do you now be-
lieve? Indeed the hour is coming…” Were they sure 
about their confession? Did they truly believe that 

He knew all things? Did they truly believe that He 
had no need for anyone to question Him? Did they 
truly believe that He came forth from God? If they 
believed that He knew all things, they needed to 
hear what He said next. He questioned their belief, 
revealing that the hour was coming and truly that 
hour had arrived, it would be that night, within that 
very hour, when they would be scattered and leave 
Him alone. Yet, while devoid of human company, 
He had divine company. 

Mar 25 John 16.33 
The Words of Jesus Lead to Peace 

33 “These things I have spoken to you, that…” 
He did not say the words of that evening to trou-
ble them, but to give them peace. They could not 
see that, but in time they would. The word of God 
troubles us sometimes, but what God speaks He 
says to help us, even as the doctor may trouble us 
with words, yet, he speaks to aid us. In Jesus, you 
may have peace. In the world, you will have tribula-
tion, but do not let that trouble you. Rather be of 
good cheer, because Jesus has overcome the world 
and so can you through Him and then have peace. 
Start with that peace by having God forgive you of 
your sins. 

What Jesus Prayed for You 
Mar 26 John 17 

Did you know that Jesus gave a special prayer for 
you just before His arrest? At the end of chapter 14, 
we heard Jesus tell His disciples that it was time to 
leave the upper room where they had the Passover, 
and He led them to the Garden of Gethsemane. As 

they walked there, He spoke the words of chapters 
15 and 16. He had nothing more to say and He 
stopped for a moment, and offered the prayer of 
John 17. 

Mar 27 John 17.1, 2 
The Mutual Glorification of the Father 

and the Son 

1, 2 Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to 
heaven, and said… After speaking to His disciples, 
Jesus spoke to His Father. He looked up into heav-
en, and spoke of His relationship with the Father 
and spoke of His relationship with His disciples and 
spoke of their relationship with one another. Listen 
to Him begin His prayer. Addressing His Father, 
Jesus acknowledged that the hour had come. They 
both knew what that meant. It was the time when 
the Father would glorify the Son and the Son would 
glorify the Father, because the Father had given Jesus 
authority over all flesh, enabling Jesus to give eternal 
life to all whom the Father would give to the Son. 

Mar 28 John 17.3 
What Is Eternal Life? 

3 “And this is eternal life, that they may know 
You, the only true God, and…” Eternal life is living 
forever, but how can that happen? You can summa-
rize eternal life by saying it is knowing the only true 
God and knowing Jesus Christ whom the Father 
had sent. Keep in mind that the disciples heard this 
prayer. 

Mar 29 John 17.4, 5 
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The Mutual Glorification of the Father and the 
Son 

4, 5 “I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work 
which You have given Me to do. And now…” Jesus worked to glori-
fy His Father. The Father gave Jesus a work to do, and He did that 
work. It was time to complete everything. Jesus asked the Father 
for the glory that they shared in the past. John began this Gospel 
account, saying, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was 
God” (John 1.1). What they shared 
in glory, it was time to share again, 
but that meant going to where the 
Father was, and bringing others 
along that they might share in that 
glory. 

Mar 30 John 17.6–8 
Jesus Received the 

Disciples from the Father 

6–8 “I have manifested Your 
name to the men whom You have given Me out of the world. They 
were Yours, You gave them to Me, and…” Jesus did what the Fa-
ther wanted done. Jesus revealed God’s name to those men whom 
God had given to Jesus. God gave them to Jesus, because they were 
God’s as obedient Jews, but something new dawned on the scene 
and the disciples embraced it. Having such a relationship with Je-
sus, those disciples learned that the things of Jesus came from the 
Father. The Father gave Jesus words and He gave those words to 

the disciples. How did the disciples react to that? They received 
the words of Jesus as the words of God the Father, they knew that 
Jesus came forth from the Father, and they believed that the Father 
sent Jesus. 

Mar 31 John 17.9–11 
Jesus Wants Us to Be One 

9–11 “I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for 
those whom You have given Me, for 
they are Yours. And…” Since the 
disciples received both the Father 
and His Son, Jesus made this prayer 
to the Father specifically for the dis-
ciples. Jesus did not utter the prayer 
of John 17 for the world. He did not 
want the world excluded from the 
things of God, but this was a spe-
cial prayer for special men, because 
they belonged to the Father. In verse 
10, Jesus showed the depth of the 
relationship He had with the Fa-

ther. Everything or everyone who belongs to the Father, belongs to 
the Son, and Jesus is glorified in them. He was about to leave the 
world, but the disciples were to remain in the world, while Jesus 
went to the Father. Therefore, Jesus made a special appeal (the last 
sentence of verse 11), calling God, Holy Father. Jesus pleaded with 
the Father to keep, through His name, the disciples whom the 
Father had given to Jesus for the purpose that they might be one, 
even as the Father and the Son were one. ✞

John 17.1–26
Christ’s Intercessory Prayer

Prayer For His Own
They were yours but you gave them to me.
Please protect them while I’m back with thee.
They’ll learn glory and love
About you up above.
Put me in them as your Designee. 
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I know all the birds of the mountains… 
(Psalm 50.11a)
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…And the wild beasts of the field are Mine. 
(Psalm 50.11b)
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The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel: 

To know wisdom and instruction, 

To perceive the words of understanding, 

To receive the instruction of wisdom, 

Justice, judgment, and equity; 

To give prudence to the simple, 

To the young man knowledge and discretion— 

A wise man will hear and increase learning, 

And a man of understanding will attain wise counsel, 

To understand a proverb and an enigma, 

The words of the wise and their riddles. 

(Proverbs 1.1–6)
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David Barton on WallBuilders.com, said of George Washington, 

“He was an open promoter of Christianity. For example, in his speech on May 12, 1779, he claimed that 
what children needed to learn ‘above all’ was the ‘religion of Jesus Christ,’ and that to learn this would 

make them ‘greater and happier than they already are’; on May 2, 1778, he charged his soldiers at Valley 
Forge that ‘To the distinguished character of patriot, it should be our highest glory to add the more 

distinguished character of Christian’; and when he resigned his commission as commander-in-chief of the 
military on June 8, 1783, he reminded the nation that ‘without a humble imitation’ of ‘the Divine Author 
of our blessed religion’ we ‘can never hope to be a happy nation.’ Washington’s own adopted daughter 
declared of Washington that you might as well question his patriotism as to question his Christianity.” 
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