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God and You 
By Don Ruhl 

There is something very special that God wants with you. Read the following 
as though spoken to you, for surely it was meant for you! 

“I will be a Father to you, 
And you shall be My sons and daughters, 
Says the LORD Almighty.” 
(2Co 6.18) 

Does God Exist? 
Consider an idea on God’s existence that is not often used. Most arguments 

use science or logic or both. The one I propose may use both, but in a secondary 
sense. We know God exists because beauty exists. “He has made everything beau-
tiful in its time” (Ecc 3.11). 

Do you agree that all of nature is beautiful in its time? How did it get that 
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beauty? Do you think it happened by accident, or do you see an Artist at work? 

Even as a tear is more than salt, carbon, and water, but is sadness, sorrow, or 
love, so, beauty in nature is more than laws, objects, and scientific explanations. 

Beauty in nature appeals to the heart. What does the beauty tell your heart? 
Does it say that it came from an explosion or from an Artist? 

Consider the rose. Its symmetrical shape, bold colors, and pleasing aroma 
say something. Does it not say that its Maker appreciates beauty? Are there only 
natural and scientific explanations for such beauty? A few items of beauty might 
be an accident, but a whole universe? 

Beauty is no accident. Try to paint something beautiful or write a beautiful 
song? 

Beauty is the extras of life. God made what was needed for life. Then He 
threw in countless extras! 

The heavens declare the glory of God; 
And the firmament shows His handiwork. 
(Psa 19.1) 

Likewise: 

The flowers declare the glory of God; 
And the forest shows His handiwork. 

So then, even as design requires a Designer, so artwork requires an Artist. 

What Is God Like? 
His appearance is gloriously beautiful. Ezekiel showed us God, saying that, 

“From the appearance of His waist and upward I saw, as it were, the color of am-
ber with the appearance of fire all around within it; and from the appearance of 
His waist and downward I saw, as it were, the appearance of fire with brightness 
all around” (Eze 1.27). 

His nature is gloriously holy. Isaiah saw the Lord, and then saw and heard 
seraphim declaring His holiness, 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
The whole earth is full of His glory!” 

At such a magnificent announcement, the posts of the door by where Isaiah 
stood shook and the temple filled with smoke (Isa 6.1–4). 

Here is the best way to know what God is like, “In the beginning was the 
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Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God...And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us...” 
(John 1.1–3, 14, 18). In Jesus we can see God. We can 
see how He would live, and we can hear Jesus make a 
full declaration of God the Father through words and 
works. 

Can I Know God? 
Would an artist create so that you would not notice? 

If the artist is kind and knows what you 
admire in beauty, would such an artist 
remain silent? 

God created artwork to get our 
attention. Then He communicates to 
us in a clear message. That is what the 
Bible is about. 

He gave us His work in nature, and 
His word in the Bible so that we can 
know Him. 

Perhaps He seems distant to you 
because you cannot see Him, but when 
you contemplate His works in creation 
and when you meditate in His words 
in the Bible, you will discover that not 
only does He exist, but that you can 
know Him. 

Does God Know 
Me? 

I know Him because He is one, but does He know me, one among six billion? 

Here is the way that I look at it. 

What was involved in creating the universe with all 
things working intricately with one another? What is 

involved in coordinating all the details of the universe 
and the earth right now? The simultaneous details with 

which God is able to work stuns me. 

Can He then know me among the hundreds 
of millions who live on the earth? Yes, and He even 

knows me in ways that show just how intimate He 
knows me. Jesus said that God knows the number of hair on 

our heads (Luke 12.7). God knows us so well that He knows when we sit 
down and when we rise up. He knows 
our thoughts, and even the words we 
will speak before we speak them. He 
watched our bodies form in the wombs 
of our mothers! (Psa 139.1–4, 15, 16). 

Is God Involved 
in My Life? 
If everything I have shown you to-

day is true, and I believe it is, then the 
question becomes, How can He, from 
His perspective, not be involved in my 
life? He has been involved even before 
I knew Him, as Paul told some new 
converts of the time before their con-
version, “Nevertheless He did not leave 

Himself without witness, in that He did 
good, gave us rain from heaven and fruit-
ful seasons, filling our hearts with food and 
gladness” (Acts 14.17). 

Do you want to know something amazing? He wants you involved in His life! ✞

The flowers declare the glory of God; 
And the forest shows His handiwork.

“Salt Creek Falls State Park,” Oregon by Don Ruhl, Grants Pass, Oregon
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Christians Look at the News

By Don Ruhl 

The theme of the September 27, 2008 issue of 
New Scientist was, “Unknown Earth: Our planet’s 
seven biggest mysteries.” The first of seven articles 
asked this question: “How come Earth got all the 
good stuff?” 

This question is not so much “how,” but “Why 
did Earth get all the good stuff?” 

The scientist who wrote the article seems per-
plexed by the thousands of things that came togeth-
er to make life. Not only does Earth have life, but 
its abundance and variety goes beyond the human 
mind’s ability to imagine it all. Just too many things 
came together for us to be here, that the writer wants 
to know why, or he says, how did this happen. 

How Evolutionists 
Answer the Question 

The first sentence says, “Look around our solar 
system and you could be forgiven for thinking its 
eight planets drifted in from completely different 
parts of the cosmos.” 

Stuart Clark, the writer, admits at the begin-

How Come 
Earth Got 

All the 
Good Stuff? 

EARTH WITH SUN FLARE © Circotasu | Dreamstime.com
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Christians Look at the News

ning that Earth is not a little different from the other 
planets in our solar system. The other planets in the 
Solar System do not even come close to having the 
characteristics of Earth. If a space traveler visited the 
Solar System, he would note instantly the uniqueness 
of the Earth. The grandness of the differences of the 
Earth above all the other planets moved Stuart Clark 
to write this article. 

He believes that understanding Earth’s early his-
tory will reveal why Earth got all the good stuff, 

That’s the big picture, but the details of 
what happened in the early stages of Earth’s 
life remain a mystery. Solving it is fundamen-
tal to understanding why Earth is so suitable 
for life. We know that its distance from the 
sun provides the right amount of heat and 
light to make the planet habitable, but that 
alone is not enough. Without the unique 
mix of carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen, oxygen, 
phosphorus and sulphur that makes up living 
things, and without liquid water on the plan-
et’s surface, life as we know it could not have 
evolved. Chemically speaking, Earth is sim-
ply better set up for life than its neighbours. 
So how come we got all the good stuff? 

Knowing that water is essential for life, Stuart 
Clark then said this, 

Another big unknown is how Earth ac-
quired its life-giving water supply. Being so 
close to the sun, it was probably too hot for 
water to simply condense out of the gas cloud 
as the planet formed, and any that did collect 
would have evaporated away during the titan-

ic collision that formed the moon...
The most popular explanation is that 
the water arrived later, in the form 
of icy comets from the outer so-
lar system that rained down in the 
period known as the “Late Heavy 
Bombardment”. As yet, though, 
there is no firm evidence to con-
firm this as the source of Earth’s 
water. 

He also said that the European 
Herschel Space Telescope will look 
deep into space where he speculates 
that new stars and planets may be form-
ing, and “where brand new planets may 
be striking it as lucky as Earth did.” 

To him and his colleagues, Earth simply got 
lucky. Luck had nothing to do with Earth getting all 
the good stuff. 

How then does the typical evolutionist conclude 
that Earth got all the good stuff? 

First, they admit Earth’s unequaled status. Mars 
is unique, that is, no planet exists in the Solar System 
like it. However, to say that Earth is unique as Mars 
is unique understates the uniqueness of Earth greatly. 
Earth is unparalleled in more ways than I have seen 
anyone yet attempt to count. The article in ques-
tion lists a couple, but that does not come close to 
all the reasons we know, and what about things that 
we have not yet discovered that make life possible on 
the Earth? 

It remains a mystery. However, they remain per-
suaded that although a mystery, they believe it was 
not created to support life. Do not let anyone tell 
you that scientists, evolutionary or otherwise, do not 

have biases. They are just like the rest of 
us. They admit to ignorance in some areas, 
but claim absolutes when it comes to de-
nying a Creator and His creation. 

They believe it all condensed from an 
astronomical cloud. 

What we do know is that different 
elements would have condensed from 
the cloud at different temperatures, 
which would depend on their distance 
from the sun. We cannot know exactly 

what happened next, though, because 
Earth rocks have been compressed, melt-
ed and weathered too many times to re-

tain any clues about how they formed. And, 
since most of the planets in the solar system 
are out of reach, meteorites are our best hope. 
They formed at the same time as the planets, 
and since then have remained largely undis-
turbed. But to study them, we have to wait 
for one to fall from space. 

Interestingly, they believe meteorites may hold the 
clue, but meteorites do not have what Earth needed! 

There is no evidence for how Earth acquired its 
water. They speculate that icy comets brought it, but 
they have no evidence of such! One source estimates 
there are 326 million trillion gallons on the Earth. 
How many or how large of comets are we talking 
about?! 

They believe Earth just got lucky! 
Stuart Clark said, “Clearly we need new insights 

into how planets form.” Clearly! 
However, why have they shut the door to cre-

ation? They are like Thomas, “Unless I see...I will not 

European Herschel Space Telescope
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Christians Look at the News

believe” (John 20.25). Does it not amaze you how 
little they know, but that they know for sure that God 

had nothing to do with it? 
Remember the words of Paul 
in Romans 1.19–32. 

How 
Creationists 
Answer the 
Question 
“How” is not always the 

total picture. Sometimes we 
have to ask “why.” For ex-
ample, in Matthew 21 Jesus 
cursed a fig tree and it imme-
diately withered. Listen to 
the question of the disciples, 
“Now in the morning, as He 
returned to the city, He was 
hungry. And seeing a fig tree 
by the road, He came to it 
and found nothing on it but 
leaves, and said to it, ‘Let no 
fruit grow on you ever again.’ 
Immediately the fig tree with-
ered away. And when the dis-
ciples saw it, they marveled, 
saying, ‘How did the fig tree 
wither away so soon?’” (Matt 
21.18–20). 

The miracle fascinated 
them and they wanted to 
know how it happened. Per-
haps they knew one of the 

“whys” of the event. They knew something about 

the timing of the appearance of figs, which we do 
not know and so we have to ask why Jesus cursed 
it. However, they may not have known the spiritual 
why. Jesus did things for spiritual reasons. He was not 
angry at the fig tree, but used it to teach something. 
Hear what He said in response to their question, “So 
Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to 
you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not 
only do what was done to the fig tree, but also if you 
say to this mountain, “Be removed and be cast into 
the sea,” it will be done. And whatever things you ask 
in prayer, believing, you will receive’” (Matt 21.21, 
22). 

He did not explain to them the natural or even 
supernatural process that caused the fig tree to wither. 
He taught them of the power they also have through 
prayer. However, we need to know a “why” that the 
story assumes the disciples already knew. They under-
stood something about the fig tree that caused Jesus 
to see something wrong with it. The fruit trees we 
grow, put out leaves then the fruit. Fig trees put out 
the fruit, then the leaves. This tree, therefore, prom-
ised that it had something, but upon a closer look, it 
did not have what it promised. Therefore, it no lon-
ger met its purpose and Jesus cursed it. 

This is the problem we have to address with the 
evolutionists. 

They behold the result of a miracle, the existence 
of all the good stuff of the Earth, and of the Earth 
itself. How did it get here? How come Earth got all 
the good stuff? We want to show them “why” Earth 
got all the good stuff, and then they will know the 
“how.” Knowing the “why” will lead to the “how.” 
The “how” is the creative power of the one true and 
living God. We want them to see that Earth got all 
the good stuff, because it was intended that life, hu-

EARTH AND COMET © Reef | Dreamstime.com

Did the estimated 326 million 
trillion gallons of water on the 

Earth get here my comets? 
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Christians Look at the News

man life, be able to live here. Who intended life to be 
here? That will lead to another “why” question. Why 
did He intend for us to live here? That will lead to a 
“what” question. What else does He plan for us? 

First, let us answer the question without using 
the Bible, using Paul’s approach in Acts 14 and 17, 
and Romans 1. 

Consider why Paul took the approach he did in 
those passages. Acts 14 shows again the “why.” “Men, 
why are you doing these things? We also are men with 
the same nature as you, and preach to you that you 
should turn from these useless things to the living 
God, who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and 
all things that are in them, who in bygone genera-
tions allowed all nations to walk in their own ways. 
Nevertheless He did not leave Himself without wit-
ness, in that He did good, gave us rain from heaven 
and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and 
gladness” (Acts 14.15–17). 

All the good stuff of Earth was given here to tes-
tify something. The evolutionists of New Scientist 
magazine have the testimony, but they either do not 
hear it or they do not know what to make of it. 

Acts 17.22–32 shows Paul reasoning from what 
the Athenians knew or believed and worked toward 
God. 

In Romans 1.18–32, Paul started with what na-
ture tells us. 

He also operated under the principle that we 
know trees by their fruit. Therefore, we want to show 
atheists and evolutionists the fruit of their way of 
thinking. 

So then, how would you answer the question 
without using the Bible? 

Do we not want to work from the standpoint 
that Earth receiving all the good stuff has to be more 

than coincidence? 
Second, let us answer the question using the Bi-

ble. Isaiah 45.18, 19 says, 

For thus says the LORD, 
Who created the heavens, 
Who is God, 
Who formed the Earth and made it, 
Who has established it, 
Who did not create it in vain, 
Who formed it to be inhabited: 
“I am the LORD, and there is no other. 
I have not spoken in secret, 
In a dark place of the Earth; 
I did not say to the seed of Jacob, 
“Seek Me in vain’; 
I, the LORD, speak righteousness, 
I declare things that are right.” 
(Isa 45.18, 19) 

While they may not like the truth of this pas-
sage initially, just like some of the Athenians mocked 
Paul, yet, some will think on what you have shown 
them from Isaiah 45. Taking Isaiah 45, and coupling 
it with the confusion of the New Scientist article I am 
quoting, there may come a time when these people 
will have to acknowledge an Intelligent Designer, but 
some will still have problems confessing the God of 
the Bible, His Son Jesus Christ, and the truth of the 
Scriptures. Some of them may then turn to idolatry. 

It is not as though they want to reject the idea of 
“a God,” but they reject belief in the true and living 
God revealed in the Bible. Idolatry, even some form 
of it from the past, might appeal to them and so they 
may revive it. ✞

Spanking leads to success
It’s a simple fact of life: Even the best kids 

need a good spanking now and again, and a 
good parent shouldn’t be afraid to deliver it. 

The best spot is where grandpa did it -- 
right across the backside. WHACK! Trust me 
-- it’s good for them, and a new study confirms 
that kids who get spanked do better than the 
little brats who don’t. 

That’s right -- better. 
Researchers at Calvin College in Grand 

Rapids, Michigan, found that teens who had 
been spanked up to the age of 6 did better in 
school, were more likely to volunteer, more 
optimistic and more eager to attend college 
than those who weren’t. 

They did better in every single positive cat-
egory measured by these researchers—and no 
worse on the negative ones. 

Score one for REAL parenting—and that 
means you can ignore the touchy-feely hippy 
parents who scream “child abuse” at the mere 
thought of good old-fashioned discipline. 

Look around—it’s obvious their spare-the-
rod approach has raised a generation of spoiled 
monsters and miscreants. 

The bottom line on this: Parents have lost 
control of their homes and it’s time to take it 
back. You don’t have to get slap-happy...but 
don’t be afraid to deliver a good whack when 
it’s needed. 

And don’t feel bad about it afterward. 
With science as my discipline,

William Campbell Douglass II, M.D.
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Like a lily among thorns, 
So is my love among the daughters. 

(Song of Solomon 2.2) 

I am the rose of Sharon, 
And the lily of the valleys. 

(Song of Solomon 2.1) 

DAY LILY AND SUNNY SKY © Shkamaru | Dreamstime.comDAY-LILY © Guodingpin... | Dreamstime.com
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By Don Ruhl 

A poor member of a community visits a church, 
taking part in the worship services by listening to the 
prayers, listening to the sermon, noting the death of 
our Lord, singing the songs, and contributing to the 
collection. He is poor and like the poor widow in 
Mark 12, he gave all that he had, his whole liveli-
hood. As he walks across the parking lot, he trips and 
falls, scraping his hands on the pavement. He needs to 
buy some items at the pharmacy for his wounds. Yet, 
that church refuses to take money out of its treasury, 
to which he just contributed, to give to him to buy 
those things. That church believes the church treasury 
is just for members of the church. The church will 
take his money, but cannot give it right back to him. 
Is there anything wrong with this picture? Brother, if 
it does not seem so to you, it does to me. Such a sce-
nario makes that church a stingy church, a Dead Sea 
church, always receiving, but never giving. 

Does not the church exist for the world? Or does 
she exist only for herself? What if that poor man 
needed to go to the hospital for his injuries, could the 
church give money to the hospital to take care of that 
man? Did you know that there is a story in the Bible 
that parallels the sequence of events I just painted for 
you? 

What can the church do with 
its treasury? 

Are the only eligible recipients members of the 
church? Can the church give its money to non-Chris-
tians—for anything under any circumstance? Every 
church that I know of gives money to non-members 
of the church all the time. Most of the time when 
we pay a bill we give it to a non-Christian. Why is 
it scriptural to give money to the power company, 
the gas company, the telephone company, the pho-

tocopier company, the insurance company, the office 
supply company, and others, but it is not scriptural to 
give money to a poor member of a community? I can 
make a stronger case biblically for giving to the latter 
than for giving to the former. 

Can the church give food, but 
not money, to non-members? 

If so, what is the difference in principle? Is the 
problem money? Is it that we just do not like to give 
money to people, unless those people can benefit us? 

The Parable of the Good Samaritan found in 
Luke 10, shows what a non-Israelite was willing to 
do to help a man in need, while the Israelites found 
various reasons not to help the man. “But he, want-
ing to justify himself, said to Jesus, ‘And who is my 
neighbor?’ Then Jesus answered and said: ‘A certain 
man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell 

Let Us Do Good to All 
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among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, 
wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 
Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. 
And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 
Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came 
and looked, and passed by on the other side. But a 
certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he 
was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. So 
he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring 
on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him. On the 
next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, 
gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take 
care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I 
come again, I will repay you.’ So which of these three 
do you think was neighbor to him who fell among 
the thieves?’” (Luke 10.29–36). 

You answer the question. Who was the neighbor 
to the mugging victim? It was not the members of 
the Israelite church, but the man who took action to 
help the victim! Jesus demonstrated that the question 
was not what the lawyer thought it was, “Who is my 
neighbor?”, but “Am I a neighbor?” The church often 
follows the argumentation of the lawyer. We argue, 
“Is he a Christian?”, but the question should be, “Am 
I a Christian?” 

We also debate whether the innkeeper was a 
member of the church. The priest and the Levite may 
not have helped the mugging victim, because like 
the Samaritan, they were on business and could not 
be delayed, and they did not know whether the inn-
keeper was an Israelite, or they knew that he was not 
an Israelite, so they believed it was better not to help 
the crime victim than to do something they believed 
was unscriptural. Was the innkeeper a member of the 
church, so to speak, that is, a faithful Israelite? Jesus 
did not say. It did not matter. The important part was 
that the victim needed help and the Samaritan did 
what he was able to do, but when he had to continue 

on his journey, he gave money to the innkeeper to 
take care of the victim. 

If the church saw a child in need, would it have to 
find out first whether the parent was a Christian, and 
if the parent was not, refuse to give money to the par-
ent to take care of the child? We could easily reword 
the Parable of the Good Samaritan to fit the church, 

And behold, a certain preacher stood 

up and tested Jesus, saying, “Teacher, what 
shall I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to 
him, “What is written in the New Testament? 
What does the Bible say?” So he answered and 
said, “‘You shall love the LORD your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, with 
all your strength, and with all your mind,’ 
and ‘your brother as yourself.’” And He said 
to him, “You have answered rightly; do this 

and you will live.” But he, wanting to justify 
himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my broth-
er?” Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain 
man went down from Roseburg to Medford, 
and fell among thieves in Grants Pass, who 
stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, 
and departed, leaving him half dead. Now 
by chance the local Church came down that 
road. And when they saw him, they passed by 
on the other side. Likewise a member of the 
church, when he arrived at the place, came 
and looked, and passed by on the other side. 
But a certain secular humanitarian organiza-
tion, as they journeyed, came where he was. 
And when they saw him, they had compas-
sion. So they went to him and bandaged his 
wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and they 
put him in their own van, brought him to 
a shelter, and took care of him. On the next 
day, when they departed, they took out five 
hundred dollars, gave it to the shelter, and 
said to them, ‘Take care of him; and what-
ever more you spend, when we come again, 
we will repay you.’ So which of these three do 
you think was brother to him who fell among 
the thieves?” And someone said, “Those who 
showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus said to 
the preacher, “Go and do likewise.” 

So Jesus told the lawyer, and us, to do as the Sa-
maritan did! 

Some of the Jews believed 
that the Sabbath prevented 

doing good works, because it 
prevented some works. 

They reasoned that if it prevented some works, 

“The Good Samaritan Helps a Wounded 
Man” by Gustave Doré
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even a great deal of works, it must have prevented all 
works. In Matthew 12, Jesus confronted this prob-
lem boldly. He demonstrated and explained that Sab-
bath laws never prevented doing good. If you have 
a law that prevents doing good, something is wrong 
with your law. “Now when He had departed from 
there, He went into their synagogue. And behold, 
there was a man who had a withered hand. And they 
asked Him, saying, ‘Is it lawful to heal on the Sab-
bath?’—that they might accuse Him. Then He said 
to them, ‘What man is there among you who has 
one sheep, and if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, 
will not lay hold of it and lift it out? Of how much 
more value then is a man than a sheep? Therefore it is 
lawful to do good on the Sabbath.’ Then He said to 
the man, ‘Stretch out your hand.’ And he stretched it 
out, and it was restored as whole as the other. Then 
the Pharisees went out and plotted against Him, how 
they might destroy Him” (Matt 12.9–14). (See also 
Mark 2.27.) 

Do we interpret New Testament passages to keep 
the church from helping non-Christians? The law of 
the Sabbath did not prevent good and the New Tes-
tament does not prevent doing good to those who 
need it. 

Some argue the church can 
help non-members of the 
church spiritually, but not 

physically. 
They would say the church could use her money 

to buy that person a Bible, but not to purchase things 
that person might need for the body. This position 
makes a distinction between benevolence and evan-
gelism, but benevolence is a tool of evangelism. Why 
did Jesus help people in the body? It was not just to 
help them in the body, but to get them to see that 

He could help them in the spirit. Matthew 5 shows 
that He expects us to operate the same way. You can-
not argue that He only addressed individuals, for the 
church is nothing more than individuals together. 
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works and glorify your Father in heav-
en” (Matt 5.16). Some believe individual Christians 
can do these things, but when Christians pool their 
money together, it is not scriptural. 

In Acts 24, Paul testified that 
he brought alms for his nation. 

What did he mean by his “nation” and what did 
he expect those listening to think he meant? Paul 
spoke before the Jewish high priest and elders of the 
Jews and Felix, the Roman governor. “Now after 
many years I came to bring alms and offerings to my 

nation” (Acts 24.17). 
Paul did not say he brought these alms for the 

church. It may have been for the church also, and 
even first, but not the church alone. How did Paul 
expect Felix to understand “my nation”? Felix would 
have understood it as the Jewish nation, the nation 
of Israel. 

Where did Paul get the money? He got it from 
the churches. Much of his writing addressed this con-
tribution (Rom 15.26; 1Co 16.1–4; 2Co 8 & 9). 

What Paul wrote to the 
churches of Galatia shows that 

the church may help people 
outside the church. 

Galatians 6 shows who does the helping and who 
can be helped, “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let 
us do good to all, especially to those who are of the 
household of faith” (Gal 6.10). 

Notice Paul’s use of the plural pronoun. No-
tice also that we as a group are to do good to all. 
We should especially emphasize helping those of the 
household of the faith, but that wording does not ne-
gate what he said just before that! Of all the New 
Testament epistles, this one was written not to just 
one church, but to many, showing that churches can 
even work together to do good to all kinds of people, 
“Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man, 
but through Jesus Christ and God the Father who 
raised Him from the dead), 2 and all the brethren 
who are with me, To the churches of Galatia...” (Gal 
1.1, 2). 

Also, in the immediate context of Galatians 6, 
you will read this, “Let him who is taught the word 
share in all good things with him who teaches” (Gal 
6.6). 

We use this passage to show that the church 

“The Good Samaritan Arrives at an Inn” 
by Gustave Doré
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should support preachers. No one that I know of 
contends that each member of the church needs to 
go up to the preacher and give him his wages, but 
we can do it through the treasury. The church is the 
body the Lord put on the earth to benefit all people, 
not just church members. Whatever good we should 
do to members of the church, Paul commanded we 
should do toward all people. 

It is inconsistent to say that the church can help 
outsiders spiritually by preaching the gospel to them, 
even giving them material things, and physically 
by giving them food and things of that nature, but 
that the church cannot give them money or that the 
church cannot give money to non-members to take 
care of non-members. 

It is inconsistent to give money to outsiders to 
help us preach the gospel through radio advertis-
ing, newspaper, printers, et al., but that we cannot 
use their services to care for someone, such as giving 
money to a hospital, which is not run by a church, or 
pay a bill or giving money to an orphanage, which is 
not run by a church, to care for children. 

James 1 and First Timothy 5 
teach that the church has a 

responsibility toward certain 
groups of people. 

This is not mere individual action only, for what 
individual Christians can do, they can do collectively. 
“Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Fa-
ther is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trou-
ble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world” 
(Jam 1.27). “If any believing man or woman has wid-
ows, let them relieve them, and do not let the church 
be burdened, that it may relieve those who are really 
widows” (1Ti 5.16). 

Did James and Paul specify the type of homes 

widows and orphans can be in before the church can 
help? Did they say anything about who does the su-
pervising and managing? If a true widow, defined by 
Paul in First Timothy 5, went to a home operated by 
someone in the community, would the church be re-
leased from its obligation to help her? Why would the 
church want to be released from that obligation? 

In Acts 20, Paul reminded the 
Ephesian elders of his example 

while among them. 
He encouraged them to follow his example, as in-

dividuals and as the church, “I have coveted no one’s 
silver or gold or apparel. Yes, you yourselves know 
that these hands have provided for my necessities, 
and for those who were with me. I have shown you 
in every way, by laboring like this, that you must sup-
port the weak. And remember the words of the Lord 
Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to 
receive’” (Acts 20.33–35). 

Paul evangelized by doing good works to all the 
weak. 

Some say that the church 
should not give money 
to outsiders running an 

institution, because they might 
not use it right. 

Should we stop paying all our bills for that rea-
son? Do members of the church ever mismanage or 
steal money? I know of a deacon in the church that 
sent me to preaching school and he stole a large sum 
of money from the church and left town. In one of 
the previous congregations for which I worked as 

preacher, we had a member who helped count the 
money, and stole thousands of dollars. One of the 
twelve apostles stole money from the treasury! Does 
the name Judas Iscariot mean anything to you? Did 
that stop Jesus from collecting money and doing 
good works? 

Second Corinthians 8 and 
9 provide much of our 

information for the church 
contribution. 

In several places Paul discussed how the liberal 
giving of the church helps people. He argued that 
what people gave to the church could be used for 
members of the church and for anyone else who had 
need, “For the administration of this service not only 
supplies the needs of the saints, but also is abounding 
through many thanksgivings to God, while, through 
the proof of this ministry, they glorify God for the 
obedience of your confession to the gospel of Christ, 
and for your liberal sharing with them and all men” 
(2Co 9.12, 13). 

Let us simply ask why the 
church exists on the earth? 
Why did the Lord not take us straight from our 

rising out of the waters of baptism right into heaven? 
What is it that He wants us to do here? What did the 
Lord do here? What did the apostles and early church 
do here? Did the church only minister to itself? If 
so, how could the church ever grow? As Paul said in 
Galatians 6.10, “Let us do good to all.” ✞
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Mar 1 Revelation 16.20 
More Great Reactions 

20 Then every island fled away… We see signs, 
but always look to the literal picture first, instead of 
running to the application. See in your mind’s eye 
the literal picture, then understand that this repre-
sented how much Rome’s fall affected the rest of the 
world. This is simply a picture of the great upheaval 
Rome’s fall would create. 

Mar 2 Revelation 16.21 
The Effect of the Seventh Bowl on 

the Air 

21 And great hail from heaven fell upon men, 
each hailstone about the weight of… Great hail from 
heaven fell upon men, like one of the plagues on 
Egypt. The hailstones weighed about a talent, be-
tween 60 and 100 pounds! Men suffered greatly 
from God’s wrath, nevertheless, what did they do? 
They blasphemed God! They failed to recognize evil 
as evil. 

These bowls completed the wrath of God on 
Rome. Latter chapters will detail the wrath further. 
The fall of Rome, or of a new form of Rome, oc-
curred with the seventh bowl, but in chapters 17 

and 18 we will learn 
about it more. Chap-
ter 19 develops Ar-
mageddon further. 
Chapter 20 will show 
us the devil’s defeat. 

Mar 3 Revelation 17.1–6 
The Harlot Who Wars with the Saints 

Who was this woman in the wilderness? 

Seven angels came out of the temple in heaven, 
each having a golden bowl full of the wrath of God. 
They did not pour all seven bowls at once, but they 
poured out the bowls in order on the beast of Rome. 
The pouring out of the bowls of wrath ended the 
Roman Empire. Yet, starting in the first century 
something mysterious worked within the empire 
and the church. When the empire went down, this 
mysterious force was fully revealed. The Roman Em-
pire prevented the full revelation of the mystery, but 
with the empire gone, the mystery became known. 
This is why Revelation 17 about a mysterious harlot 
follows Revelation 16, the destruction of the Ro-
man Empire. The harlot replaced the beast. The har-
lot was like the beast, because the old beast gave rise 
to the new harlot. 

Revelation 17.1–6
Judgment of Babylon #1

Can’t Re-hab Bab
See God’s judgment upon the Great Whore,
moth’r of harlots, a saints carni-vore.
 She’s called Bab-lon the Great.
 We, with wonder and hate,
think that Babs is the Max Preda-tor.
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Mar 4 Revelation 17.1, 2 
Judgment of the Harlot 

1, 2 Then one of the seven angels who had the 
seven bowls came and talked with me, saying… We 
did not see this harlot in the previous vision, nor in 
any of the previous signs, sort of. She was in a prior 
sign, but she was not a harlot. Something happened. 
This woman became a harlot because she commits 
fornication for pay. This is a Book of signs, therefore, 
her harlotry, her fornication represents something. 
She commits spiritual fornication. Fornication is 
an illicit relationship with someone other than 
one’s spouse. Fornication in the spirit is an illicit 
relationship with someone to whom you are not 
married. Therefore, this woman became a great 
harlot because she became involved with some-
one other than her husband, or rather is trying 
to maintain a relationship with her husband, but 
is also seeking others, such as, the gods of the 
nations. She is not an insignificant harlot, but 
she is the great harlot. She does not commit for-
nication with unknown men, but she commits 
fornication with the kings of the earth. Because 
of her fornication she shall not escape the judg-
ment of God. Her worldwide power made her 
believe that she could not be brought down, ob-
vious by something that she says later in chapter 
18. God shall bring her down. She sits on many 
waters. The angel showing John this sign will 
explain the waters later in chapter 17. For now, 
we know that the waters support her and she has 
a connection with the waters. The kings of the 
earth committed fornication with her. Who are 
kings of the earth? They are the leaders of na-
tions. They represent the political forces of the 
earth. Therefore this great harlot, whoever she 

is, forms political alliances. The inhabitants of the 
earth became drunk with the wine of her fornica-
tion. They so freely drank of her fornication that 
they were made drunk. It is not only the kings of 
the earth engaged in this fornication, but all people 
participate in her sins. 

Mar 5 Revelation 17.3–6 
The Great Harlot Sits on a Scarlet 

Beast 

17.3 John Saw a Woman in the 
Wilderness 

3 So he carried me away in the Spirit into the 
wilderness. And I saw… Like Ezekiel, the angel car-
ried John away in the Spirit. John explained that 
he first received the vision of the Revelation while 

in the Spirit (1.10). In 4.2, John again explained 
that he was transported in the Spirit to the throne 
room of heaven. The current vision was still in 
the Spirit, but it was far removed from the ear-
lier locations. John went into the wilderness. At 
the time of John’s writing, which was A. D. the 
90’s, the harlot was not on the scene yet, but still 
in the wilderness. She was in the stages of devel-
opment. Second Thessalonians 2 referred to this 
phenomenon, which was not in its fulness until 
the 5th and 6th centuries, but was at work even 
in the first century. “He” in verse 7 should not 
be capitalized. “For the mystery of lawlessness is 
already at work; only he who now restrains will 
do so until he is taken out of the way. And then 
the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord 
will consume with the breath of His mouth and 
destroy with the brightness of His coming” (2Th 
2.7, 8). For the most part the great harlot, who 
was the mystery of lawlessness, was hidden to the 
Christians of the first century. Therefore, the vi-
sion of the great harlot was not presented to John 
where he was for the moment, but he was carried 
to another place, the place where she was hidden. 
We will learn more about this as we go along in 
chapter 17. 
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Mar 6 Revelation 17.3–6 
The Great Harlot Sits on a Scarlet 

Beast 

17.3 John Saw a Woman in the 
Wilderness 

3 So he carried me away in the Spirit into 
the wilderness. And I saw… This woman was 
(and is) sitting on a scarlet beast. The beast 
is significant, because it keeps our minds on 
the beast that we have already seen. She sits 
on many waters, so that the waters support 
her. This is also true of the beast. The beast 
supports her, so that she has a relationship 
with the beast, although it is not an entirely 
happy one. Sitting on the beast she directs it 
rather than it directing her. Look at the beast 
in verse 3. The beast is scarlet. Scarlet or red 
in biblical symbolic language brings up the 
image of war and blood. The blood comes 
from the saints of God (v. 6). The beast is 
full of names of blasphemy. The beast speaks 
against God and anything sacred to God, 
and claims Godhood for itself. The beast has 
seven heads. It has worldwide authority and 
power. The seven authorities are grouped to-
gether. The beast has ten horns. These repre-
sent exalted authority and power, but these 
ten are grouped separately from the seven. 
John made a parallel with the sea-beast of 
Revelation 13. Revelation 13.1, 5–7 shows 
amazing parallel between the two beasts, so 
that we can say safely they are the same or 
the sea beast became the beast for the harlot. 
God repeated the imagery, but added new 

things to show changes that occurred. The beast 
upon which the harlot rides is also similar to the 
dragon. The sea-beast in Revelation 13 had a con-
nection with the dragon or Satan (13.2, 4). There-
fore, we are not surprised to learn that the beast on 
whom the woman rides is also similar to the dragon 
(12.3). 

Mar 7 Revelation 17.4 
The Appearance of the Woman 

4 The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, 
and adorned with gold and… The harlot wore pur-
ple and scarlet. Purple is the color of royalty. Scarlet 
is also the color of royalty, but here it also represents 

blood, so that her rulership was established 
by blood. All who opposed her authority 
were killed. The jewelry of the great harlot 
was gold, precious stones, and pearls, show-
ing her wealth. She is one of the riches orga-
nizations in the world. The great harlot holds 
a golden cup full of abominations. Whatever 
God hates, she drinks of it liberally. The cup 
is also full of the filthiness of her fornication. 
Pagan Rome and papal Rome were the Baby-
lons of the first and succeeding centuries. 
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Mar 8 Revelation 17.5 
The Name of the Great Harlot 

5 And on her forehead a name was written… 
Several times in Revelation names have been written 
on the forehead, as with the followers of the beast 
and the followers of God. The name is not written 
literally on the forehead, but represents something 
in the mind. Harlots in Rome did wear their names 
on labels on their foreheads. 

Her name: Mystery – The rest of her name is 
not her literal name, but they are names that 
depict what she really is. 

Her name: Babylon the Great – Why is Babylon 
the Great used to represent her? She is like Bab-
ylon in power, in oppression of God’s people, 
and in idolatry. 

Her name: The Mother of Harlots – She is the 
beginning and source of spiritual harlotry. The 
fornication of Babylon has already been alluded 
to in Revelation 14.8. 

Her name: The Mother of the Abominations of 
the Earth – The abominations of the earth can be 
traced back to her. She promoted them in ways that 
the world had never seen. 

Mar 9 Revelation 17.6 
She Was Drunk 

6 I saw the woman, drunk with… Not only 
did she make others drunk, but she was drunk, al-
though not with wine or any other alcohol, rather 
with the blood of the saints and of the martyrs of 
Jesus. The saints who oppose her, become martyrs. 
John marveled greatly at this woman. Why would 
John marvel with great amazement? There have been 
other abominable things in this world. There have 
certainly been abominable women and men. John 
knew who this woman was, and that filled his heart 
with amazement. It was as though he could not be-
lieve what he saw. He was amazed that this woman 
had become a great harlot, who committed spiritual 
fornication, who killed the saints of God and the 
followers of Jesus. In Isaiah 1, the prophet made a 
statement about the old earthly Jerusalem that can 
now be said about the new spiritual Jerusalem. 

How the faithful city has become a harlot! 
It was full of justice; 
Righteousness lodged in it, 
But now murderers. 
(Isa 1.21) 

Who then is this woman? What hap-
pened? 

Mar 10 Revelation 17.6 
She Was Drunk 

6 I saw the woman, drunk with… The last 
time we saw a woman was in chapter 12 and we 
saw her flee some place, “Then the woman fled into 
the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by 
God, that they should feed her there one thousand 
two hundred and sixty days” (Rev 12.6). Something 
happened during those 1260 days! Revelation 12.1 
presented a woman very much of heaven. She was 
God’s people as shown in different manifestations, 
first as Israel, then as the church. She went into 
the wilderness and through her own lust became 
extremely worldly, as symbolized by the figures of 
speech in chapter 17. That is why she is called a har-
lot, committing spiritual fornication, because she 
left her husband and became something else other 
than the bride of Jesus Christ. John marveled with 
great amazement because he recognized this woman 
as the one who fled into the wilderness. So, the an-
gel of chapter 17 carried John away in the spirit into 
the wilderness (v. 3). 

Revelation 17.6
Woman Astride Beast?

Woman Astride Beast
A great woman, astride of the beast,
(she had ruled seven kings, west to east)
 whose sev’n heads and ten horns
 the entire world *suborns,
yet will lose to the Lamb, our High Priest. 

The word suborns* in line 4 of the limerick means “induces to do an 
unlawful thing.”
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Mar 11 Revelation 17.6 
She Was Drunk 

6 I saw the woman, drunk with… The woman 
was the church, but she changed greatly while we 
were watching pagan Rome. During that time, most 
in the church started committing spiritual fornica-
tion with Rome, taking on Rome’s characteristics. 
She converted Rome, then Rome converted her. 
The angel will show John more about this woman 
and we will read of her in verses 7–18. 

Give yourself to Jesus Christ and avoid spiritual 
fornication with the world and spiritual fornication 
with false religions. Let the church be a pure bride 
for Jesus Christ through the word of God. Let us 
preach and teach only what is authorized by our 
Bridegroom. Let us practice only what pleases our 
Bridegroom. Come out of the world and come out 
of false religion. Be a Christian only. Do not mix 
anything with Christianity. 

Mar 12 The Mystery of the 
Woman and the Beast 

The harlot is a powerful world religion 

Revelation 17.7–18 

John saw a harlot sitting on a dreadful beast and 
she was drunk with the blood of the saints and of 
the martyrs of Jesus. John knew this woman. She 
had been the beautiful bride of Christ, but while 
she was hiding in the wilderness, she became pow-
erful and became like that which once persecuted 
her. She then persecuted those of her own whom 
Rome once persecuted. This amazed John. It is hard 
to accept one you once knew as righteous who later 
becomes a persecutor. 

Mar 13 Revelation 17.7 
The Angel Will Tell the Mystery 

7 But the angel said to me, “Why did you mar-
vel? I will tell you the mystery… The angel won-
dered why John marveled. Israel of old did the same 
thing. Why could not new Israel do the same? John 
no longer had to marvel, because the angel would 
explain things. As we read the unveiling of the mys-
tery our first temptation is to say, “Mr. Angel, you 
did not go far enough in interpreting these signs.” 
However, God had the angel reveal just exactly what 
God wanted revealed. The saints living at the time 
of John’s writing and those who would live for sever-
al centuries afterwards had a different situation with 
this great harlot than we do at the present, though 
that could change quickly. Therefore, the revelation 
of the harlot was veiled. If the explicit details of a 
prophecy about the church’s enemy are revealed, 
two things would happen: First, the enemy would 
find out, bringing on the persecution sooner. Sec-
ond, the dragon would change the appearance and 
tactics of the enemy so as to lead more Christians 
astray. God also wants His people to see how new 
enemies are like old enemies, because the new will 
be defeated like the old. 
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Mar 14 Revelation 17.8–14 
The Mystery of the Beast 

17.8 The Beast Was and Is Not 

8 “The beast that you saw was, and is not, and 
will ascend out of the…” The beast ascended out of 
the bottomless pit. In Revelation 9, we saw some-
thing come out of the bottomless pit. The fifth 
trumpet of judgment showed locusts coming up 
out of the pit. The beast was, and is not, and will 
ascend, because the beast experiences defeat, but 
comes back later in another form. The beast is re-
lated to the locusts of Revelation 9 in that they are 
both demonic. He goes into perdition, because he 
will be destroyed, although he is incredibly powerful 
and rich. People of the world will marvel when they 
see the beast, and that he was, and is not, and yet 
is and that someone so great as the beast could be 
destroyed. They marvel because their names are not 
written in the Book of Life from the foundation of 
the world. Not being Christians they did not know 
these things beforehand. Not being Christians they 
did not realize that the beast is only 666, short of 
perfection, and that the beast was not divine. The 
world marveled differently than John did (v. 6). 
John wondered at the meaning of the harlot and the 
beast, and was amazed with horror that the former 
woman of God could turn and kill her people. The 
world wonders in the sense of awe and admiration. 

Mar 15 Revelation 17.9, 10 
The Seven Heads 

9, 10 “Here is the mind which has wisdom…” 
This is the mind which has wisdom. The same thing 
was said regarding calculating the number of the 
beast (13.18). The seven heads are seven mountains. 
This is perhaps a reference to Rome, or to seven 
world empires that the world has seen. The woman 
sits on the seven mountains. The seven mountains 
and the beast are the same, because she sits on the 
beast. The beast is the Roman Empire, or the Ro-
man Empire is one of the seven mountains, if it be 
accepted that the mountains represent kingdoms. 
The seven heads are also seven kings. Five at the time 
of John’s writing had already fallen. Those would 
be Augustus, Tiberius, Gaius (Caligula), Claudius, 
and Nero. Another interpretation says that by kings 
kingdoms are meant, and this is not unusual for in-
terpreting, because it is done in Daniel chapter 7. 
This would mean that the first five kingdoms are 
Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece. 
One is, that is, was currently alive or reigning when 
John wrote. Vespasian would be that king, or the 
kingdom interpretation would say that Rome is the 
sixth head. The last was yet to come. When he came, 
he would continue for a short time. This is Titus, or 
again the kingdom view would say that “Christian” 
Rome would be the seventh head. An important 
point: The same symbol can represent more than 
one thing. This is done for the sake of emphasis 
(Gen 41.25, 26, 32). 

Mar 16 Revelation 17.11 
An Eighth Head 

11 The beast that was, and is not, is himself also… 
The beast would be an eighth king or kingdom dif-
ferent from the others, perhaps more powerful, or 
he would epitomize all that the beast, Rome, or any 
persecuting government, stands for. He would be of 
the seven. Is he one of the seven who takes on a new 
role, hence he is called an eight? Is this merely saying 
that he would be just like the seven, but greater? He 
would be greater because he was not one man, but 
represented an office filled by many until the time 
of the end. He is going into perdition. The whole 
beast, the whole empire, would go down with him. 
As Second Thessalonians 2 shows that the beast, 
the harlot, and this leader will continue until the 
time that Jesus returns, then He will bring down 
the beast, the harlot, and the man of sin, “And then 
the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will 
consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy 
with the brightness of His coming. The coming of 
the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, 
with all power, signs, and lying wonders” (2Th 2.8, 
9). This explains why the beast was, and is not. 
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Mar 17 Revelation 17.12–14 
The Ten Horns 

17.12, 13 Ten More Kings 

12, 13 “The ten horns which you saw are ten 
kings who have received no kingdom as yet…” They 
had received no kingdom at the time of the writing 
of Revelation. A new set of kings, or a new kind 
of king, would be introduced to the Roman Em-
pire or after it, but future from John’s standpoint. 
They would receive authority as kings. They are a 
new kind of king, yet they have the full authority 
of kings. However, their authority was limited for 
one hour, which was simply a way of saying not for 
very long. Their authority as kings is with the beast. 
There is still a Roman connection. Their allegiance is 
to the beast, for they receive their power from him. 
Daniel 7 shows the same beast and the ten horns 
as revealed to Daniel, “After this I saw in the night 
visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and ter-
rible, exceedingly strong. It had huge iron teeth; it 
was devouring, breaking in pieces, and trampling 
the residue with its feet. It was different from all the 
beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns…
The ten horns are ten kings who shall arise from 
this kingdom. And another shall rise after them; he 
shall be different from the first ones, and shall sub-
due three kings” (Dan 7.7, 24). The ten kings are of 
one mind, showing unity. They give their power and 
authority to the beast. What they receive from the 
beast they give back to him. 

Mar 18 Revelation 17.14 
The Ten Kings War with the Lamb 

14 “These will make war with the Lamb, and 
the Lamb will…” This is a great war, or as chapter 
16 named it, Armageddon. Remember 17.6, “I saw 
the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and 
with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And when 
I saw her, I marveled with great amazement” (Rev 
17.6). They fight a carnal war against the Lamb and 
His followers, trying to obliterate the Lamb and His 
followers. The hope is that by killing Christians, 
others will not be converted. However, the Lamb 
will overcome them, because He is Lord of lords and 
King of kings. He fights a war that they cannot con-
duct. He fights with the love of His saints. Those 
fighting with the Lamb are: 

Called 
Chosen 
Faithful 

They heard and obeyed the Gospel call. There-
fore, the Lord chose them to be His. They remain 
faithful to Him in the face of death. 

Mar 19 Revelation 17.15 
The Waters 

15 Then he said to me, “The waters which you 
saw…” The waters represented peoples, multitudes, 
nations, and tongues. Babylon (this was the name 
of the harlot v. 5), sitting on water is consistent with 
the literal picture of Babylon, which was built on the 
Euphrates River. All peoples of the world have given 
and are giving and will continue to give her their 
support. This is not restricted to one nation, but 
many nations participate. Even language does not 
serve as a barrier, but she is able to cross language 
barriers. No wonder she is called a great harlot! 

Revelation 17.14
The Lamb’s Victory Fire

Victory Bonfire
First the kings will empower the Beast
who will terminate female High Priest.
 God put plot in their hearts.
 All play out final parts
and false prophet plays Kindling, at least. 
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Mar 20 Revelation 17.16, 17 
The Great Harlot Judged 

17.16 The  Kings Will Hate the Harlot 

16 “And the ten horns which you saw on the 
beast, these will…” For a time, the beast supported 
the woman, whether voluntarily or involuntarily we 
are not told, but something happened, or changed 
that the beast turned on the woman. After some 
time, the secular governments turned against the 
Apostate Church. Right now, the world’s govern-
ments do not pay her homage as they once did. The 
hatred of the beast for the woman is displayed in 
four ways: 

The beast will make her desolate 
The beast will make her naked 
The beast will eat her flesh 
The beast will burn her with fire 

Mar 21 Revelation 17.17 
God Did It 

17 For God has put it into their hearts to fulfill 
His purpose, to be… God put it into their hearts to 
fulfill His purpose. 

The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD, 
Like the rivers of water; 
He turns it wherever He wishes. 
(Pro 21.1) 

God divides the enemy and they destroy each 
other. Whether they realize it or not they play into 
God’s hands. God put it into their hearts to be of 
one mind. God works in the affairs of the nations 
and does so for our benefit! This will be until the 
words of God are fulfilled. 

Mar 22 Revelation 17.18 
The Woman 

18 “And the woman whom you saw is…” The 
woman is the great city that reigns over the kings 
of the earth. For John’s first readers Rome is the 
unmistakable great city. The woman who was once 
persecuted by Rome rose up in the fall of Rome and 
instead of staying holy, adopts the abominations of 
Rome, becoming more powerful and for a longer 
time than pagan Rome ever was. From being per-
secuted by pagan Rome to becoming papal Rome 
and persecuting the same people pagan Rome per-
secuted. She is still with us today. 
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Mar 23 The Fall of Spiritual 
Babylon 

A great city falls suddenly 

Revelation 18 

A magnificent woman gave birth to the Christ. 
The woman was the people of God in various mani-
festations, first as Israel, then as the church. After 
bringing the Christ into the world, she fled into the 
wilderness. She became powerful and beautiful, dec-
orating herself with good works. The Roman Em-
pire tried to squash her, but she was like a stone cut 
out of the mountain without hands that was thrown 
at the feet of a large image, which had been made 
out of gold, silver, bronze, iron, and iron mixed with 
clay, bringing the image crashing down and break-
ing in pieces. That little stone, which represented 
the woman, grew into a large mountain that covered 
the earth. Her great power, influence, and beauty 
went to her head, and she became something that 
God never intended. As the Roman Empire once 
persecuted her people, she became like the Roman 
Empire after it fell, and persecuted her own people. 
She refused to repent of her sins, and so God proph-
esied of her destruction. Revelation 18 shows her 
destruction, even as previous chapters have. She had 
been great, but the time of her end will come. 

Mar 24 Revelation 18.1 
A Glorious Angel 

1 After these things I saw another angel coming 
down from heaven… God presented much to John 
on one occasion. When you read Ezekiel, Daniel, 
Zechariah, or the other prophets, understand that 
they received their visions on different occasions, 
and in Daniel’s case, over many decades. Another 
angel came down out of heaven to the earth. The 
harlot is on the earth, and she will fall, but by God’s 
doing, not man’s, though God will use man (17.16, 
17). This angel had great authority. He also had 
great glory, because he illuminated the earth. See 
him descending from heaven and as he draws closer 
to the earth he brightens it with his glory. 

Mar 25 Revelation 18.2, 3 
The Announcement of Babylon’s Fall 

2, 3 And he cried mightily with a loud voice, say-
ing, “Babylon the great is…” The 19th loud voice 
or sound announced the fall of Babylon. Spiritual 
Babylon was great, but with emphasis it is repeated 
that Babylon is fallen, is fallen. This had been an-
nounced in 14.8. We knew it was coming, because 
the Lord always keeps His promises. God gave John 
different visions of the same events even as God did 
with Daniel. Spiritual Babylon will become a habi-
tation of demons, a prison for every foul spirit, and 
a cage for every unclean and hated bird, even as did 
ancient Babylon or Nineveh (Jer 50.39; Zep 2.14). 
The apostate church will fall greatly and become a 
stronghold for evil. Why? Because all nations drunk 
of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, be-
cause the kings of the earth committed fornication 
with her, and because the merchants became rich 
through her luxury. The Roman apostate church, 
had a worldwide influence, but used it for self-glo-
rification. Others joined in, because their economic 
prosperity was tied in with their allegiance to the 
apostate church. 
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Mar 26 Revelation 18.4, 5 
God Commands His People to Leave 

Babylon 

4, 5 And I heard another voice from heaven say-
ing, “Come out of her, my people, lest…” Another 
voice from heaven commands God’s people to come 
out of spiritual Babylon. The harlot, Babylon the 
great, is the apostate church that grew out of Rome 
and merged the teachings of Christ with the pagan 
Roman system. God has people who are in the apos-
tate church, even as the Lord told Paul that he had 
many people in Corinth who were not really His 
people yet (Acts 18.10). They are to come out of her 
lest they share in her sins, and lest they receive of her 
plagues. Her sins had reached heaven. Not that God 
had finally noticed, but the sins piled that high. 

Mar 27 Revelation 18.6–8 
Render to Her as She Rendered 

18.6 Let Her Reap as She Had Sown 

6 Render to her just as she rendered to you, and 
repay her… God renders back as one renders, and 
the rendering is double. This also happened to an-
cient Babylon (Jer 50.29). In Mark 4, Jesus said that 
we will reap more than we sow, “Take heed what 
you hear. With the same measure you use, it will be 
measured to you; and to you who hear, more will be 
given” (Mark 4.24). 

Mar 28 Revelation 18.7 
Degree of Sorrow Matches Degree of 

Self-Glorification 

7 “In the measure that she glorified herself and 
lived luxuriously, in the same…” With the same de-
gree and intensity with which she enjoys self-glori-
fication and luxury she will experience torment and 
sorrow. The reason for this severe punishment is 
her threefold statement of self-deceived invincibil-
ity that she sat as queen, that she was not a widow, 
and that she would not see sorrow. Ancient Babylon 
claimed the same things (Isa 47.7–9). 

Revelation 18.1–8
Babylon Fallen

Babylon Fallen
Fallen, fallen, great city of gold.
“Double, double”, wrote Shakespeare of old.
 Come ye out, people mine,
 while with fire I refine.
In one day she’ll get judgment, two-fold.
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Mar 29 Revelation 18.8 
The Swiftness of Her Judgment 

8 “Therefore her plagues will come in one day—
death and…” Rapidly, in one day, just like ancient 
Babylon shall she experience plagues, suffering in 
proportion to her claim (v. 7): 

Death—she would see widowhood, and be dead 
herself 

Mourning—she would see sorrow 
Famine—though a queen she will be like a peasant 

Fire also shall be her end. The Lord God is 
strong, stronger than the great harlot, and He shall 
do these things. 

Mar 30 Revelation 18.9, 10 
The Lament of the Kings 

9, 10 “The kings of the earth who committed 
fornication and…” The kings of the earth will weep 
and lament for Babylon. Here is a fascinating fact: 
The very kings who will lament the fall of spiritual 
Babylon, which is the great harlot of chapter 17, 
are the ones who turned on her and destroyed her. 
Revelation 17.16, 17 told us about their previous 
action of hating her, “And the ten horns which you 
saw on the beast, these will hate the harlot, make 
her desolate and naked, eat her flesh and burn her 
with fire. For God has put it into their hearts to ful-
fill His purpose, to be of one mind, and to give their 
kingdom to the beast, until the words of God are 
fulfilled” (Rev 17.16, 17). This is a great paradox. 
Why did the kings commit fornication with her, 
and then hate and even destroy her, and then wail 
over her destruction? Love quickly turns to hate, and 
sometimes turns to love again when it is not the love 
of God. It is like Amnon, son of David, in Second 
Samuel 13, who loved his half-sister Tamar so much 
that he was sick over the matter. Later he forced her, 

and then verse 15 records this amazing turn 
of Amnon’s heart, “Then Amnon hated her 
exceedingly, so that the hatred with which 
he hated her was greater than the love with 
which he had loved her. And Amnon said to 
her, ‘Arise, be gone!’” (2Sa 13.15). The lament 
of the kings of the earth is a selfish lament. In 
her burning, they see their pleasure and pros-
perity disappearing. 

Mar 31 Revelation 18.11–19 
The Lament of the Merchants 

18.11–13 The Merchants Could Not Sell 

11–13 “And the merchants of the earth will 
weep and mourn over her, for…” The great harlot 
influences the economy of the world. Therefore, 
when she falls the merchants are distressed. Their 
merchandise was of both luxuries and necessities 
(vv. 12, 13a). Their merchandise was also (v. 13b): 

The bodies of men, even as ancient Babylon 
enslaved men 

The souls of men, even as ancient Babylon 
enslaved men spiritually 

The great apostate church that grew up in Pagan 
Rome’s place, dealt with the souls of men, claiming 
to have control over them. Spiritual Babylon claims 
to be the one who determines who goes to heaven 
and who goes to hell. ✞

Revelation 18.9–19 
A Lament For Babylon

Lament for Babylon
In one hour that great city’s in ruin.
All her merchants will find nothin’s do’in.
 She was way past repair.
 Bus-ness-man’s worst nightmare.
They, like cattle, were low’n and moo’n.
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The Story of the Bible By Steve Lloyd

Lesson 11: The Exodus 
The Song of Moses 
Exodus 15.1–21

1 Then Moses and the children of Israel sang 
this song to the LORD, and spoke, saying:

 “I will sing to the LORD,
 For He has triumphed gloriously!
 The horse and its rider
 He has thrown into the sea! 
2 The LORD is my strength and song,
 And He has become my salvation;
 He is my God, and I will praise Him;
 My father’s God, and I will exalt Him. 
3 The LORD is a man of war;
 The LORD is His name. 
4 Pharaoh’s chariots and his army He has cast into 

the sea;
 His chosen captains also are drowned in the Red 

Sea. 
5 The depths have covered them;
 They sank to the bottom like a stone. 
6 “Your right hand, O LORD, has become glori-

ous in power;
 Your right hand, O LORD, has dashed the en-

emy in pieces. 
7 And in the greatness of Your excellence
 You have overthrown those who rose against 

You;
 You sent forth 

Your wrath;
 It consumed them 

like stubble. 
8 And with the blast 

of Your nostrils
 The waters were 

gathered together;
 The floods stood 

upright like a 
heap;

 The depths con-
gealed in the heart 
of the sea. 

9 The enemy said, 
“I will pursue,

 I will overtake,
 I will divide the 

spoil;
 My desire shall be 

satisfied on them.
 I will draw my sword,
 My hand shall destroy them.’ 
10 You blew with Your wind,

 The sea covered them;
 They sank like lead in the mighty waters. 
11 “Who is like You, O LORD, among the gods?
 Who is like You, glorious in holiness,

Exodus Map, ESV Study Bible
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The Story of the Bible By Steve Lloyd

 Fearful in praises, doing wonders? 
12 You stretched out Your right hand;
 The earth swallowed them. 
13 You in Your mercy have led forth
 The people whom You have redeemed;
 You have guided them in Your strength
 To Your holy habitation. 
14“The people will hear and be afraid;
 Sorrow will take hold of the inhabitants of Phi-

listia. 
15 Then the chiefs of Edom will be dismayed;
 The mighty men of Moab,
 Trembling will take hold of them;
 All the inhabitants of Canaan will melt away. 
16 Fear and dread will fall on them;
 By the greatness of Your arm
 They will be as still as a stone,
 Till Your people pass over, O LORD,
 Till the people pass over
 Whom You have purchased. 
17 You will bring them in and plant them
 In the mountain of Your inheritance,
 In the place, O LORD, which You have made
 For Your own dwelling,
 The sanctuary, O LORD, which Your hands 

have established. 
18 “The LORD shall reign forever and ever.” 

19 For the horses 
of Pharaoh went with 
his chariots and his 
horsemen into the 
sea, and the LORD 
brought back the 
waters of the sea 
upon them. But the 
children of Israel 
went on dry land in 
the midst of the sea. 
20 Then Miriam the 
prophetess, the sister 
of Aaron, took the 
timbrel in her hand; 
and all the women 
went out after her 
with timbrels and with dances. 21 
And Miriam answered them:
 
 “Sing to the LORD,
 For He has triumphed glori-

ously!
 The horse and its rider
 He has thrown into the sea!” 
 (Exo 15.1–21) 

Exodus From Egypt

Questions:
Read Exodus 6.6–11. Why were the Israel-
ites in Egypt?
Who was Moses? Read Hebrews 11.23–29. 
Who was Pharaoh?
What did it take to get Israel out of Egypt?
What was the Passover? Read Exodus 
12.1–28. 

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
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And He said to them, 
“Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?” 

(Luke 2.49) 

Our Father’s Business
Leadership – Proverbs 13.4

Stop and Stand 

We are on the go constantly, but sometimes we have to do the reverse of “Don’t just stand 
there, do something,” that is, “Don’t just do something, stand there!” 

Stop, stand, and reconsider your priorities 
Stop, stand, and wait on God for spiritual energy 
Stop, stand, and review what you have done 
Stop, stand, and place your problems in the light of time 
Stop, stand, and give thanks to God 
Stop, stand, and prepare yourself for the battle 
Stop, stand, and relax that your thoughts might have time to work 

Remember Jesus said to the men He was preparing for leadership, “Come aside by your-
selves to a deserted place and rest a while” (Mark 6.31). 

Are You Cheating Yourself?

A rich man wanted to help a poor carpenter and his family. So, the rich man hired the car-
penter and asked him to build a house on a hill. Then the rich man left for a long business trip. 

The carpenter thought to himself, “My boss is away and I can use shoddy material and 
neglect the supporting work that doesn’t show. The house will be weak, but nobody will know 
it.” Thus, the carpenter built a very poor house. 

Upon the rich man’s return, the carpenter showed the rich man the house that he had 
ordered. 

The rich man thanked the carpenter and then said, “Here is the deed and the key to the 
house. I give it to you!” 

Now what do you think the poor carpenter’s response was? What would be your response? 
What have you learned from this story? 

Here is an undeniable truth from both the world and the Scriptures, “Do not be deceived, 

Church Growth – First Corinthians 3.6

Stop Fighting and Start Loving

George Barna in his book, The Seven Faith Tribes, on the matter of the ineffectiveness of 
the church in America, says, “...We need to stop competing, comparing, complaining, and 
condemning, and we must start cooperating, communicating, collaborating, and contributing. 
It’s time to stop fighting and start loving. It’s time to staking and start giving” (p. xiii). We are 
not often seen by the world as loving people, yet, love comprises all that the Bible seeks to get 
us to do in regard to God and man. Let us start today to love as Jesus has loved us, then watch 
how the world responds when we do that. 

Why Many Disciples Do Not Walk With Jesus Anymore

Jesus taught that His disciples must eat His flesh and drink His blood (John 6). That 
offended many of His disciples and they left Him, showing why many no longer follow Jesus 
even today: 

The teachings of Scripture offend many Christians. 
Many Christians do not believe Jesus has the words of eternal life.

1.
2.

God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. For he who sows to his 
flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap ever-
lasting life” (Gal 6.7, 8). 

What kind of life are you building for yourself? What kind of person are you and what 
kind of person will you be in the future? Just remember that you are responsible for who and 
what you are. Therefore, follow the leadership of Jesus Christ and you will build the best that 
can ever be built.
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Ruhl’s Rules ➠

Rules For Your Life

“Life is full of shadows but the sunshine makes them all.”

“No pain, no palm; no thorns, no throne; no gall, no glory; no cross, no crown” (William 
Penn).

“God blessed the founders [of America] because they cared enough to hear what He had to 
say” (Dave Miller). 

“Many people find the church cold because they insist on sitting in ‘Z’ row. Get up front 
where it’s warm!”

Some tasks overwhelm us, but someone said, “Inch by inch, life’s a cinch. Yard by yard, life is 
hard.”

“Anxiety does not empty tomorrow of its sorrows, but only empties today of its strength” 
(Charles Spurgeon). 

As national financial problems increase, remember what Dwight Moody said, “We can stand 
affliction better than we can prosperity, for in prosperity we forget God.” 

“It’s not what happens to you, but how you react to it that matters” Epictetus (Ancient Greek 
Stoic philosopher). 

Do you want to be successful? Thomas Huxley said, “Do what you should do, when you 
should do it, whether you feel like it or not.” 

Is my attitude worth catching? Do I want others to think, feel, and live as I do? 

If you expect to see someone make a mistake during the worship services, you will find what 
you seek. If you expect something great to happen, you will find what you seek. 

We are all alike, but one person is happy and another is not. One person is successful and 
another is not. What is the difference? Attitude!

Praying According to the Bible

Genesis 28.20–22 
While we need to be careful that we do not 
make promises to God that we cannot keep, 
that should not make us overly cautious so 
that we do not make any commitments to 

Him. Restate your loyalty to God. 

Genesis 32.9–12 
There are several points to Jacob’s prayer that 
we can state for ourselves: A) Confess your 

obedience to God; B) Acknowledge that you 
are not worthy of the least of God’s blessings 
and truth toward you; C) Ask for deliverance 
from trouble; D) Call upon God’s promises 

as to why He should answer your prayer. 

Exodus 2.23 
Do not hesitate to express the deep groanings 
of your spirit to God. Is something bothering 

you? Cry to God!

Exodus 5.22, 23 
Here Moses seems to be impatient with God, 

or perhaps does not understand how God 
operates. We do not want to become impa-
tient with God, but we should continue to 

talk to Him about His promises to us, which 
is what Moses did. 

“It is religion and 
morality alone which 

can establish the 
principles upon which 
freedom can securely 

stand” 

(John Adams, 1776)



The Bible Meditator Page 30 March AD 2010

Never pursue the passing at the expense of the permanent

“We do not look at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not seen. For the 
things which are seen are temporary, but the 

things which are not seen are eternal.” 
(Second Corinthians 4.18)

Focus
“Southern Utah 2” by Benjamin Earwicker, Boise, Idaho, United States, Stock.XCHNG
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By Don Ruhl 
The first Book of the Bible is Genesis, which 

means “origin.” It shows the origin or beginning of 
practically everything. Listen to its grand open-
ing, “In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth. The earth was without form, and 
void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. 
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face 
of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; 
and there was light” (Gen 1.1–3). Right away we 
get the idea that the Book of Genesis will show us 
the beginning of everything. As the crew of Apol-
lo 8 orbited the moon in December 1968, on 
Christmas Eve they made a television broadcast, 
which at the time was the most watched broad-
cast ever, and the astronauts read from the Book 
of Genesis. Why do you think they did that? 

People have these basic questions, answered 
by the Book of Genesis: 

How did the world come to be? 
What is the nature of humanity? 

How are humans the same as or different from the 
rest of creation? 

When we start reading the Book of Genesis, we 

discover that we have opened a Book that will answer 
those questions for us, and will ask us questions, and 
give the answers to other questions we have. 

Some people see two creation accounts in the 
opening chapters, but read it as it is and you will 
see one account of the same creation. Some see 
1.1–2.3 as one creation and 2.4–25 as another 
creation. In the latter part, the writer, Moses, 
simply goes back and details one part of the over-
all creation he first presented. 

A writer can first list things chronologically 
and then pick certain events and give more de-
tail. Frequently, writers show the general picture, 
then focus on a certain event. 

What Moses recorded in 1.1–2.25 has had 
more influence on our world than we will prob-
ably ever know. The opening chapters of Genesis 
(chapters 1–11) show that we must live in har-
mony with one another or there will be serious 
consequences. 

God the Creator 
Genesis shows many characters, but the One 

The Bible In
Our World

Lesson 3

How the Bible Pictures the Beginning

The first image taken by humans of the whole Earth. 
Photographed by the crew of Apollo 8 (probably by 
Bill Anders) the photo shows the Earth at a distance 
of about 30,000 km. South is at the top, with South 
America visible at the top half center, with Africa 

entering into shadow. North America is in the 
bottom right.

Go to the CurrentIssue page of The BibleMeditator.com to 
hear a recording of the Apollow 8 astronauts. 

The first image taken by humans of the whole Earth. 
Photographed by the crew of Apollo 8 (probably by 
Bill Anders) the photo shows the Earth at a distance 
of about 30,000 km. South is at the top, with South 
America visible at the top half center, with Africa 

entering into shadow. North America is in the 
bottom right.

Go to the CurrentIssue page of The BibleMeditator.com to 
hear a recording of the Apollo 8 astronauts. 
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continuing figure is God 
Himself. Other creation 
stories shows many gods, 
often in conflict, but Gen-
esis shows God operating 
in harmony with Himself. 
He was not created, but 
He created all things. He 
needs nothing, but gives to all. He did 
not happen upon materials to use in 
creating the world, but He created the 
original material and used it to make 
what He desired. Without Him, noth-
ing exists. The Book of Genesis shows a 
God who loves, who chooses, who pun-
ishes, who shows mercy. What we see 
in those things is a God who cares for 
people and is involved in their lives. 

Seven Days of 
Creation 

The first two chapters of Genesis 
show the what, why, and how of cre-

ation. Moses used a pattern (with ex-
ceptions) for revealing the creation 
days: 

Introduces God: “Then God said...” 
Shows God’s formula: “Let...” 
Shows creation happening: “And there 

was...” or “And it was so.” 
Shows God’s reaction: “And God saw 

that it was good.” 
States the day: “So the evening and the 

morning were the...day.” 

This formula shows up on the 
first day, but without the statement of 
goodness, “Then God said, ‘Let there 
be light’; and there was light. And God 

saw the light, that it was good; and 
God divided the light from the dark-
ness. God called the light Day, and the 
darkness He called Night. So the eve-
ning and the morning were the first day 
(Gen 1.3–5). 

Notice how God made environ-
ments first, then those to dwell in them. 
On the first three days, He created en-
vironments (Light and Space; Heavens, 
or sky and waters; Dry land). On the 
second three days He made “creatures” 
for those environments in order (Light 
bearers; Birds and fish; Animals and 
man). 

On the sixth day of creation, God 
did something very special, “Then God 

said, ‘Let Us make man in 
Our image, according to 
Our likeness; let them have 
dominion over the fish of 
the sea, over the birds of 
the air, and over the cattle, 
over all the earth and over 
every creeping thing that 

creeps on the earth’” (Gen 1.26). 
What is different about the cre-

ation of man? God made man in His 
own image. What responsibility does 
that passage say God gave to man? We 
have dominion over the rest of creation, 
because we are made in God’s image. 
He can create everything and we can 
manage everything. We are like God. 
After the end of the sixth day, what did 
God conclude? “Then God saw every-
thing that He had made, and indeed 
it was very good. So the evening and 
the morning were the sixth day” (Gen 
1.31). 

Other parts of creation alone were 

Days 1–3
Environments

Environments Then Inhabitants

Days 4–6
Creatures

 Light Light Bearers 

 Heavens & Waters Birds & Fish

 Dry Land Animals & Man 
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good, but when all of it 
was together as a unit, 
God declared that it 
was very good. What 
then should our attitude be toward cre-
ation? 

Stewards of 
Creation 

The opening chapters of Genesis 
show God and man working together 
for the good of creation, “Then the 
LORD God took the man and put him 
in the garden of Eden to tend and keep 
it” (Gen 2.15). Yet, Christians, as well 
as others, are often careless of creation. 
We need to remember that this is our 
Father’s world and He put us here to 
take care of it. 

The First Humans 
While Genesis 1.1–2.3 stands back 

and shows the cre-
ation of all things, 2.4–25 moves in 
closer to show us the creation of man 
and woman. According to this text, 
how are the man and the woman per-
fectly suited for one another? She was 
made from him. Therefore, she was 
like him. Interestingly, God’s presenta-
tion of Eve to Adam, is mirrored in the 
bride’s father giving her to the groom 
during a wedding ceremony, showing 
further how the Bible has influenced 
our world. 

The Power of 
Names 

In the creation, names have spe-
cial meanings. Why do we give certain 
names to people and things? We like 

the way a name sounds. We pick what 
is popular. Yet, in the creation account, 
and frequently in the Scriptures, names 
were given because they signified some-
thing. What does Adam mean in Gen-
esis? Earth, red, and man are transla-
tions. So then, how does naming the 
first man Adam, have meaning? Accord-
ing to 2.23, why did Adam name Eve 
“woman”? She was taken out of man. 
Adam also gave her the name “Eve,” 
“And Adam called his wife’s name Eve, 
because she was the mother of all liv-
ing” (Gen 3.20). 

God’s View of Man 
What does the creation account 

show about the ancestry of all people? 
We are all from one family, one set of 
parents. Should we not then, love our 

neighbor as ourselves, 
because we are all family? 
Early Americans recog-
nized these truths. “The 

Bible is a book of faith, and a book of 
doctrine, and a book of morals, and a 
book of religion, of special revelation 
from God; but it is also a book which 
teaches man his own individual respon-
sibility, his own dignity, and his equality 
with his fellow-man” (Daniel Webster). 
“The Mosaic account of the creation, 
whether taken as divine authority or 
merely historical, is full to this point, 
the unity or equality of man. The ex-
pression admits of no controversy...the 
equality of man, so far from being a 
modern doctrine, is the oldest upon re-
cord” (Thomas Paine). “We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights...” (Thomas Jefferson). ✞

Daniel Webster Thomas Paine Thomas Jefferson
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Samuel Adams
Father of the American Revolution, Signer of the 

Declaration of Independence
I…recommend my Soul to that Almighty Being who gave it, and my body I 

commit to the dust, relying upon the merits of Jesus Christ for a pardon of all 
my sins (Will of Samuel Adams).  

Charles Carroll
Signer of the Declaration of Independence

On the mercy of my Redeemer I rely for salvation and on His merits; not on the 
works I have done in obedience to His precepts (From an autographed letter 
in our possession written by Charles Carroll to Charles W. Wharton, Esq., on 

September 27, 1825, from Doughoragen, Maryland.). 

William Cushing
First Associate Justice Appointed by George Washington 

to the Supreme Court
Sensible of my mortality, but being of sound mind, after recommending my 

soul to Almighty God through the merits of my Redeemer and my body to the 
earth… (Will of William Cushing). 

John Dickinson
Signer of the Constitution

Rendering thanks to my Creator for my existence and station among His works, 

for my birth in a country enlightened by the Gospel and enjoying freedom, and 
for all His other kindnesses, to Him I resign myself, humbly confiding in His 

goodness and in His mercy through Jesus Christ for the events of eternity (Will 
of John Dickinson). 

John Hancock
Signer of the Declaration of Independence

I John Hancock…being advanced in years and being of perfect mind and 
memory-thanks be given to God-therefore calling to mind the mortality of my 
body and knowing it is appointed for all men once to die [Hebrews 9:27], do 
make and ordain this my last will and testament...Principally and first of all, I 

give and recommend my soul into the hands of God that gave it: and my body 
I recommend to the earth…nothing doubting but at the general resurrection I 
shall receive the same again by the mercy and power of God… (Will of John 

Hancock). 

Patrick Henry
Governor of Virginia, Patriot

This is all the inheritance I can give to my dear family. The religion of Christ can 
give them one which will make them rich indeed (Will of Patrick Henry). 

John Jay
First Chief Justice of the US Supreme Court

Unto Him who is the author and giver of all good, I render sincere and humble 
thanks for His manifold and unmerited blessings, and especially for our 

redemption and salvation by His beloved son. He has been pleased to bless 

The Founders as Christians
(From Wallbuilders.com)
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me with excellent parents, with a virtuous wife, and with worthy children. His 
protection has companied me through many eventful years, faithfully employed 

in the service of my country; His providence has not only conducted me to 
this tranquil situation but also given me abundant reason to be contented and 

thankful. Blessed be His holy name! (Will of John Jay). 

Daniel St. Thomas Jenifer 
Signer of the Constitution

In the name of God, Amen. I, Daniel of Saint Thomas Jenifer…of dispossing 
mind and memory, commend my soul to my blessed Redeemer… (Will of 

Daniel St. Thomas Jenifer). 

Henry Knox 
Revolutionary War General, Secretary of War

First, I think it proper to express my unshaken opinion of the immortality of my 
soul or mind; and to dedicate and devote the same to the supreme head of the 
Universe – to that great and tremendous Jehovah, – Who created the universal 

frame of nature, worlds, and systems in number infinite…To this awfully 
sublime Being do I resign my spirit with unlimited confidence of His mercy and 

protection… (Will of Henry Knox). 

John Langdon 
Signer of the Constitution

In the name of God, Amen. I, John Langdon,…considering the uncertainty of 
life and that it is appointed unto all men once to die [Hebrews 9:27], do make, 
ordain and publish this my last will and testament in manner following, that is 
to say-First: I commend my soul to the infinite mercies of God in Christ Jesus, 
the beloved Son of the Father, who died and rose again that He might be the 

Lord of the dead and of the living…professing to believe and hope in the joyful 
Scripture doctrine of a resurrection to eternal life… (Will of John Langdon). 

John Morton 
Signer of the Declaration of Independence

With an awful reverence to the great Almighty God, Creator of all mankind, I, 
John Morton…being sick and weak in body but of sound mind and memory-
thanks be given to Almighty God for the same, for all His mercies and favors-

and considering the certainty of death and the uncertainty of the times thereof, 
do, for the settling of such temporal estate as it hath pleased God to bless me 

with in this life… (Will of John Morton). 

Robert Treat Paine 
Signer of the Declaration of Independence

I desire to bless and praise the name of God most high for appointing me my 
birth in a land of Gospel Light where the glorious tidings of a Savior and of 
pardon and salvation through Him have been continually sounding in mine 
ears (Robert Treat Paine, The Papers of Robert Treat Paine, Stephen Riley and 

Edward Hanson, editors (Boston: Massachusetts Historical Society, 1992), Vol. I, 
p. 48, March/April, 1749.) 

[W]hen I consider that this instrument contemplates my departure from this 
life and all earthly enjoyments and my entrance on another state of existence, 
I am constrained to express my adoration of the Supreme Being, the Author of 

my existence, in full belief of his providential goodness and his forgiving mercy 
revealed to the world through Jesus Christ, through whom I hope for never 

ending happiness in a future state, acknowledging with grateful remembrance 
the happiness I have enjoyed in my passage through a long life… (Will of 

Robert Treat Paine). 

Charles Cotesworth Pinckney 
Signer of the Constitution

To the eternal, immutable, and only true God be all honor and glory, now and 
forever, Amen… (Will of Charles Cotesworth Pinckney). 

Rufus Putnam
Revolutionary War General, First Surveyor General of 

the United States
[F]irst, I give my soul to a holy, sovereign God Who gave it in humble hope of 
a blessed immortality through the atonement and righteousness of Jesus Christ 
and the sanctifying grace of the Holy Spirit. My body I commit to the earth to 
be buried in a decent Christian manner. I fully believe that this body shall, by 
the mighty power of God, be raised to life at the last day; ‘for this corruptable 

(sic) must put on incorruption and this mortal must put on immortality.’ [I 
Corinthians 15.53] (Will of Rufus Putnam). 
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Benjamin Rush 
Signer of the Declaration of Independence
My only hope of salvation is in the infinite, transcendent love 
of God manifested to the world by the death of His Son upon 

the cross. Nothing but His blood will wash away my sins. I rely 
exclusively upon it. Come, Lord Jesus! Come quickly! (Benjamin 

Rush, The Autobiography of Benjamin Rush, George Corner, 
editor (Princeton: Princeton University Press for the American 
Philosophical Society, 1948), p. 166, Travels Through Life, An 
Account of Sundry Incidents & Events in the Life of Benjamin 

Rush). 

Roger Sherman
Signer of the Declaration of Independence, 

Signer of the Constitution
I believe that there is one only living and true God, existing in 

three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.…that the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are a revelation from 
God.…that God did send His own Son to become man, die in 
the room and stead of sinners, and thus to lay a foundation for 

the offer of pardon and salvation to all mankind so as all may be 
saved who are willing to accept the Gospel offer (Lewis Henry 

Boutell, The Life of Roger Sherman (Chicago: A. C. McClurg and 
Company, 1896), pp. 272-273). 

Richard Stockton 
Signer of the Declaration of Independence
I think it proper here not only to subscribe to the entire belief 

of the great and leading doctrines of the Christian religion, such 
as the Being of God, the universal defection and depravity of 

human nature, the divinity of the person and the completeness of 
the redemption purchased by the blessed Savior, the necessity of 
the operations of the Divine Spirit, of Divine Faith, accompanied 
with an habitual virtuous life, and the universality of the divine 
Providence, but also…that the fear of God is the beginning of 
wisdom; that the way of life held up in the Christian system is 

calculated for the most complete happiness that can be enjoyed 
in this mortal state; that all occasions of vice and immorality 

is injurious either immediately or consequentially, even in this 
life; that as Almighty God hath not been pleased in the Holy 
Scriptures to prescribe any precise mode in which He is to be 

publicly worshiped, all contention about it generally arises from 
want of knowledge or want of virtue (Will of Richard Stockton). 

Jonathan Trumbull Sr.
Governor of Connecticut, Patriot

Principally and first of all, I bequeath my soul to God the Creator 
and Giver thereof, and body to the Earth…nothing doubting but 
that I shall receive the same again at the General Resurrection 

thro the power of Almighty God; believing and hoping for eternal 
life thro the merits of my dear, exalted Redeemer Jesus Christ 

(Will of Jonathan Trumbull). 

John Witherspoon 
Signer of the Declaration of Independence
I entreat you in the most earnest manner to believe in Jesus 
Christ, for there is no salvation in any other [Acts 4:12]…[I]f 

you are not reconciled to God through Jesus Christ, if you are 
not clothed with the spotless robe of His righteousness, you 
must forever perish (John Witherspoon, The Works of John 

Witherspoon (Edinburgh: J. Ogle, 1815), Vol. V, pp. 276, 278, The 
Absolute Necessity of Salvation Through Christ, January 2, 1758). 
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�our testimonies 
also are my delight 

�nd my counselors. 
(�salm 119.24)


