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How Many Times Does the Constitution 

Mention Religion?
How many times does the Constitution of 

the United States of America mention 
religion? One time? Wrong! Two times? 

Wrong! 
Before we look at the Constitution, let us con-

sider biblical examples of prophets and apostles who 
knew the law of the land, and used it to their advan-
tage. Often, we think only of what the law forbids, 
and we become dejected, concluding that we cannot 
do anything. If it is true that the church cannot do 
anything according to the law of the land, so be it; let 
us obey God and break the law, suffering the conse-
quences. This is how the early church acted (See Acts 
4.18–21; 5.27–29; 5.33, 35, 36). 

However, we want to obey the laws of the land 
and be good citizens by honoring the government 

and leaders, as Paul wrote, “Let every soul be subject 
to the governing authorities. For there is no author-
ity except from God, and the authorities that exist 
are appointed by God” (Rom 13.1–7). (See also 1Pe 
2.11–17.) 

Know the Law of the Land 
Know the law of the land in matters pertaining to 

religion and the church, because these matters affect 
what we do and do not do. God gave us government. 
Therefore, we should use His tools to our maximum 

benefit, even as we do other things He has given us. 
Ezra and his generation used the non-Israelite gov-
ernment to their advantage. The Book of Ezra be-
gins with the revelation that the Persian government 
supported the Jews and their return to Jerusalem, as 
well as the restoration of the temple (Ezra 1.1–40). 
Chapter four shows opposition from their enemies 
that made the Jews stop, “Thus the work of the house 
of God which is at Jerusalem ceased, and it was dis-
continued until the second year of the reign of Darius 
king of Persia” (Ezra 4.24). 

However, the prophets of God stirred up the 
people to rebuild the temple (Ezra 5.1), and the 
Jews began again to work on the temple. Without 
surprise their enemies opposed their work. The en-
emies appealed to the king to search the law to dis-
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cover whether the Jews had authority to rebuild their 
temple, concluding, “Now therefore, if it seems good 
to the king, let a search be made in the king’s trea-
sure house, which is there in Babylon, whether it is so 
that a decree was issued by King Cyrus to build this 
house of God at Jerusalem, and let the king send us 
his pleasure concerning this matter” (Ezra 5.17). The 

king did as requested, “Then King Darius issued a de-
cree, and a search was made in the archives, where the 
treasures were stored in Babylon. And at Achmetha, 
in the palace that is in the province of Media, a scroll 
was found, and in it a record was written thus: In the 

first year of King Cyrus, King Cyrus issued a decree 
concerning the house of God at Jerusalem: ‘Let the 
house be rebuilt, the place where they offered sacri-
fices...’” (Ezra 6.1–3a). The Jews did not just assume 
that the law was against them, but they continued as 
the Lord told them to do and He backed them with 
the law. 

In Acts 22, the Romans prepared to scourge Paul, 
but watch how he stopped it, “Is it lawful for you to 
scourge a man who is a Roman, and uncondemned?” 
(Acts 22.25–29). Later, recorded in Acts 25.9–11, 
Paul knew how to use Roman law to save his life, 

appealing to Caesar to save himself from an ambush 
of the Jews. 

The lives of Daniel, Esther, and others also show 
that we do well to know the laws of the land pertain-
ing to the operation of the church, and the religious 
activities of individuals. Simply because our enemies 
say we cannot do things does not mean it is so. If you 

read the law, you might be surprised by what you 
find. 

How Many Times Does 
the Constitution Mention 

Religion? 
You probably know one time that the Consti-

tution mentions religion. Another reference might 
surprise you. However, there are three references 
to religion in the Constitution of the United States 
of America. You know the third one well, found in 
the First Amendment, ratified just over four years 
after the main part of the Constitution, 

Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom 
of speech, or of the press, or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of grievances. 

Article VI, third paragraph made the first ref-
erence to religion, 

The Senators and Representatives before 
mentioned, and the Members of the several 
State Legislatures, and all executive and ju-
dicial Officers, both of the United States and 
of the several States, shall be bound by Oath 

We think the law 
forbids. 

If it forbids, so be it. 
Let us suffer the 
consequences. 
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or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; 
but no religious Test shall ever be required as 
a Qualification to any Office or public Trust 
under the United States. 

Those were the third and first references to reli-
gion in the Constitution. The second time the Con-
stitution referenced religion, helps us to understand 
the First Amendment. The current interpretation of 
the First Amendment (that government cannot men-
tion God), argues that this second reference violates 
an alleged “separation of church and state.” The 
first and third references used the word, “re-
ligion,” or a derivative of it, “religious.” 
The second time these men refer-
enced religion, they did not use 
that word. I have been told 
that those men intentional-
ly did not reference God or 
the Lord, but left out such 
references as a way of insur-
ing that we have a secular 
state. However, the framers 
of the Constitution used an 
expression, that if anyone in 
government used it today, secularists 
would sue him for violating an alleged “separa-
tion of church and state.” 

Are you ready for this? If you have never read the 
Constitution, or if you only listen to the news, this 
reference, right in the Constitution of the United 
States of America, might shock you. You will won-
der why no one quotes this. No one quotes it for the 
same reason people rarely quote Scripture. They do 
not read it, so they do not know it exists, but rely on 
the experts to do the searching for them. 

How many times did Jesus battle the religious and 
law scholars over some controversy, and He solved 
the problem with a mere reading of Scripture? (See 

Matt 12.3, 5; 19.4; 21.16, 42; 22.31; Luke 10.26; 
See also Acts 17.11.) 

Just because an expert says things are such and 
such, do not believe it until you check it out for 
yourself, if you are able. Do you believe what every 
preacher and teacher says? If not, why do you believe 
everything the world says on the news? Why 
are you so skeptical of preachers and 

teachers, but gullible 
and naive toward 

the world? The 

Bible tells 
us to investigate 
things. Think and know 
things for yourself! It is written, 
“By the mouth of two or three wit-
nesses every word shall be established” (2Co 
13.1b). “Test all things; hold fast what is good” (1Th 
5.21). “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test 
the spirits, whether they are of God; because many 
false prophets have gone out into the world” (1Jo 

4.1). 
Do these passages only refer to religious truth? If 

so, we should still apply them when discussing the 
Constitution since it references “religion.” However, 
these passages refer to everything we hear and read. 

When you read the Constitution, starting from 
the beginning, here is the second reference. This 
should solve the whole alleged “separation of church 
and state” issue, because the First Amendment keeps 
Congress from making a law respecting an establish-

ment of religion, but referencing God 
does not constitute an establish-
ment of religion, as the Constitu-
tion shall demonstrate, unless the 

Constitution is unconstitutional! 
Article VII contains the signa-

tures of the men who put 
this thing together. Before 
listing their names, this 
appeared, 

The Ratification of 
the Conventions of nine 

States, shall be sufficient 
for the Establishment of 

this Constitution between the 
States so ratifying the Same. 

Done in Convention by the 
Unanimous Consent of the States 

present the Seventeenth Day of Sep-
tember in the Year of our Lord one thou-

sand seven hundred and eighty seven and 
of the Independence of the United States 

of America the Twelfth. In Witness whereof 
We have hereunto subscribed our Names, 

Go. WASHINGTON—
Presid. and deputy from Virginia... 

Acts 4.18–21 
Acts 5.27–29 

Acts 5.33, 35, 40
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Did you catch that? Read it again and notice how 
they referenced the date. They said it was done by 
the states present, “the Seventeenth Day of Septem-
ber in the Year of our Lord one thousand seven hun-
dred and eighty seven...” Did you know that existed? 
If not, why not? We have not read it for ourselves 
and our enemies do not want us to know it exists! 
What do you make of this reference? Dave Miller has 
rightly said, 

The Framers’ declared that their work 
was done “in the Year of our Lord.” The 
Christian world dates all of human history 
in terms of the birth of Christ. “b.c.” means 
“before Christ,” and “a.d.” is the abbre-
viation for the Latin words anno Domini, 
meaning “year of our Lord.” If the Framers 
were interested in being pluralistic, multi-
cultural, and politically correct, they would 
have refrained from using the b.c./a.d. des-
ignation. Or they would have used the re-
ligiously neutral designations “c.e.,” Com-
mon Era, and “b.c.e.,” Before the Common 
Era—which already were in use...Instead, 
the Framers chose to utilize the dating 
method that indicated the worldview they 
shared. 

What’s more, their reference to “our 
Lord” does not refer to a generic deity, nor 
does it refer even to God the Father. It refers to 
God the Son—Jesus Christ. Make no mistake: 
the Constitution of the United States contains 
an explicit reference to Jesus Christ...Observe 
that the Constitution does not read “Year of 
the Lord”; it reads “Year of our Lord.” The 
Founders considered Jesus Christ to be their 
Lord—a concept flatly rejected by Jews, Mus-
lims, Hindus, Buddhists, and atheists. Any 

attempt to soften the import of this inclusion 
is merely sidestepping this fact. Therefore, the 
Framers could not have believed that refer-
ences to God or Christ should be excluded 
from the Constitution—since they did not 
do so! Yet, incredibly, on the basis of current 
judicial interpretation, their action was un-
constitutional! (“The Constitution Is—Un-
constitutional?” by Dave Miller, Ph.D. This 

item is available on the Apologetics 
Press web site at: http://www.apolo-
geticspress.org/articles/3545 - it was 
originally published in Reason & 
Revelation, issue 6[12]:45-46-R). 

What about this reference in Article 
I, Section 7, Clause 2, last sentence? 

If any Bill shall not be returned by the 
President within ten Days (Sundays except-
ed) after it shall have been presented to him, 
the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if 
he had signed it, unless the Congress by their 
Adjournment prevent its Return, in which 
case it shall not be a Law. 

Why did they provide the exception for Sundays? 
They certainly did not have an anti-reli-
gion mentality and they even provided 
for the fact that those in government 
would do something special on that Obey the laws of the land 

Homor government & leaders 

Romans 13.1–7 

First Peter 2.11–17
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day! Was it typical back then to use it for sleeping 
in or fishing or whatever? That was the day of wor-
ship! The Framers understood the important part 
religion played in the lives of America’s citizens, in-
cluding those in government. They did not want the 
affairs of the state to interfere with the affairs of the 
church. Truly, they encouraged the practice of reli-
gion, knowing that without a godly nation, our form 
of government cannot last, but will degenerate. How 
has something so obvious, as the reference to the year 
of our Lord, been missed? 

How did Israel miss keeping the Feast of Taber-
nacles? Nehemiah 8 makes an amazing declaration 
of Nehemiah’s generation, that they did something 
previous generations had not done. First, the people 
asked Ezra to bring the Law of Moses and to read it 
publicly (Neh 8.1–3). 

What was the attitude of the people? They want-
ed to hear the word of God. When Ezra opened the 
Scriptures, they stood up. As Ezra and others read 
the Scriptures, “they read distinctly from the book, in 
the Law of God; and they gave the sense, and helped 
them to understand the reading” (Neh 8.5–9). 

God’s word pierced their hearts, causing the 
people to weep, knowing that they had not obeyed 
the Lord. They were broken hearted over their negli-
gence. Pay attention to a practice they kept and how 
long it had been neglected, “And they found writ-
ten in the Law, which the LORD had commanded 
by Moses, that the children of Israel should dwell in 
booths during the feast of the seventh month...So the 
whole assembly of those who had returned from the 
captivity made booths and sat under the booths; for 
since the days of Joshua the son of Nun until that day 
the children of Israel had not done so. And there was 
very great gladness” (Neh 8.13–17). 

Do you know how many years passed from 
Joshua to Nehemiah’s generation? Over 900 years 
had passed! During the days of the judges, the kings, 

including many righteous leaders of Israel, yet, the 
whole nation of Israel had not dwelt in booths for the 
feast! What prompted this generation to do it? They 
read of it. Then they were ready to do it. 

Some people do not read and so they do not 
know. Some read, but because something has not 
been a practice, they do not believe they have missed 
anything. Nehemiah’s generation made a simple read-
ing of the Scriptures. They did something, although 
others had neglected it. Often neglect by others exerts 
great influence over us to neglect it also. 

Have you read the Constitution of the United 
States of America? If not, why not? Do you not know 
the importance of it to your life? Or do you merely 
depend upon others for the interpretation and appli-
cation? Do you approach the Bible that way? 

Separation of Church and 
State 

What does the First Amend-
ment say? 

Congress shall make no 
law respecting an es-
t a b l i s h m e n t 
of religion, or 
p r o h i b i t i n g 
the free exer-
cise thereof; 
or abridging 
the freedom 
of speech, or 
of the press, 
or the right 
of the people 
peaceably to 

assemble, and to petition the Government for 
a redress of grievances. 

For the purposes of this article and for the pur-
poses of the government encouraging religious obser-
vation, we concern ourselves with only the first part 
of this Amendment. Look at it carefully. What ex-
actly does it say? 

Remembering what the second reference to reli-
gion said, do you believe the First Amendment pro-
hibits the government from making any references to 
God, the Bible, or things of that nature? What does 
this Amendment prohibit Congress from doing? It 
prohibits Congress from making a law respecting an 
establishment of religion and Congress cannot pro-
hibit the free exercise of establishments of religion or 

of religion. Therefore, the federal government 
cannot establish a national church, and can-

not force its citizens to be members of it. 
The First Amendment does not 

prohibit the government’s encourage-
ment of religion, nor does it mean 
the government cannot reference 
the Scriptures and so on. Examining 
the Constitution, as we have done, 

and examining the life 
of Thomas Jefferson 
shows that he never 
meant his commentary 
on the Constitution to 
be used as it is today. 

According to Ste-
phen Mansfield (Ten 
Tortured Words: How 
the Founding Fathers 
Tried to Protect Re-
ligion in America...
and What’s Happened 
Since), 



The Bible Meditator Page 7 May AD 2008

C h r i s t i a n s  L o o k  a t  t h e  N e w s

So it was in America, and not just at the 
dawn of the nation’s life. For 150 years, this 
delicate religious balance prevailed. There 
would be no national church, but there would 
be national encouragement of faith. There 
would be no official religion, but the states 
could nurture as vibrant 
a faith as the people 
wished. So solid was this 
arrangement, so clear 
this vision of religion 
and government, that 
the Supreme Court was 
not even called upon to 
issue a ruling directly re-
lated to it until just after 
World War II, more than 
a century and a half after 
the defining words were 
first penned (p. xv). 

Then Mansfield wrote, 

Yet that ruling was 
a disaster. In 1947, the 
majority opinion in a 
case called Everson v. 
Board of Education dis-
mantled the wise config-
uration of the American 
fathers erected instead a 
confusing and nearly un-
enforceable mishmash of prohibitions (Ibid). 

He added, 

To justify this rejection of the American 
fathers’ design, the Supreme Court cited the 

words of a letter written by Thomas Jefferson 
and concluded that the intent of the first ten 
words of the First Amendment was to erect “a 
wall of separation between church and state” 
(Ibid). 

However, Mr. Jefferson’s letter from which that 
line is quoted was written 

fourteen years later. Also, 
he was out of the country 
when the Constitution was 
written. Moreover, the use 
of his words do not fit his 
attitude and approach to-
ward religion. Within hours 
from the time Congress 
adopted the First Amend-
ment, a Congressman Elias 
Boudinot of New Jersey, 
“proposed that the Congress 
ask President George Wash-
ington to recommend to 
the American people a day 
of public thanksgiving and 
prayer” (Ibid., p. 24). 

The next day Congress 
passed the following resolu-
tion, 

Resolved, that a 
joint committee of both 
Houses be directed to 
wait upon the President 

of the United States, to request that he would 
recommend to the people of the United States 
a day of public thanksgiving and prayer, to 
be observed by acknowledging, with grateful 
hearts, the many signal favors of Almighty 
God, especially by affording them an oppor-

tunity peaceable to establish a Constitution 
of government for their safety and happiness 
(Ibid., p. 24). 

Two days before the House of Representatives 
approved the wording of the First Amendment, they 
put into law compensation for chaplains! 

Jefferson’s tombstone offers an interesting look at 
his self-description, 

Here was buried 
Thomas Jefferson 

Author of the 
Declaration of Independence 

Of The 
Statute of Virginia 

For 
Religious Freedom 
And Father of The 

University of Virginia 

His tombstone says nothing of being a governor 
of Virginia, a minister to France, a member of Con-
gress, secretary of state under George Washington, 
vice president under John Adams, and president of 
the United States. This is interesting because he want-
ed to be remembered for writing the Declaration of 
Independence, which has “religious” terminology, 
and for writing a statute for religious freedom in his 
state, along with being the father of the University of 
Virginia. That does not sound like a man who wanted 
to create a purely secular state. 

He received a letter from the Danbury Baptist 
Association of Connecticut, congratulating him on 
becoming president, but they wanted to make sure 
that he would preserve religious liberty, and not cre-
ate a national church or favor one church over an-
other. Note what he said, especially at the end, 
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To messers. Nehemiah Dodge, Ephraim 

Robbins, & Stephen S. Nelson, a commit-
tee of the Danbury Baptist association in the 
state of Connecticut. 

Gentlemen 

The affectionate sentiments of esteem 
and approbation which you are so good as 
to express towards me, on behalf of the Dan-
bury Baptist association, give me the highest 
satisfaction. my duties dictate a faithful and 
zealous pursuit of the interests of my constit-
uents, & in proportion as they are persuaded 
of my fidelity to those duties, the discharge of 
them becomes more and more pleasing. 

Believing with you that religion is a mat-
ter which lies solely between Man & his God, 
that he owes account to none other for his 
faith or his worship, that the legitimate pow-
ers of government reach actions only, & not 
opinions, I contemplate with sovereign rever-
ence that act of the whole American people 
which declared that their legislature should 
“make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof,” thus building a wall of separation 
between Church & State. Adhering to this 
expression of the supreme will of the nation 
in behalf of the rights of conscience, I shall see 
with sincere satisfaction the progress of those 
sentiments which tend to restore to man all 
his natural rights, convinced he has no natu-
ral right in opposition to his social duties. 

I reciprocate your kind prayers for the 
protection & blessing of the common father 
and creator of man, and tender you for your-

selves & your religious association, assurances 
of my high respect & esteem. 

Th Jefferson 

Jan. 1. 1802

He also said on another occasion, 

God who gave us life gave us liberty. Can 
the liberties of a nation be secure when we 
have removed a conviction that these liberties 
are the gift of God? Indeed I tremble for my 
country when I reflect that God is just, that 
his justice cannot sleep forever. 

Consider some of his later acts, after he wrote to 
the Danbury group, 

In 1808, Jefferson recommended to Con-
gress the passage of a treaty that provided a 
stipend of $100 annually to support a Catho-
lic priest in ministering to the Kaskaskia In-
dians. Similar treaties were enacted with his 
endorsement for the Wyandot Indians and 
other tribes in 1806 and the Cherokee in 
1807. Another act that originated in 1787 
ordained special lands “for the sole use of 
Christian Indians” and reserved land for the 
Moravian Brethren “for civilizing the Indians 
and promoting Christianity.” When this act 
was renewed, it bore the title “An Act regu-
lating the grants of land appropriated for 
Military services and for the Society of the 
United Brethren for propagating the Gospel 
among the Heathen.” Three times during his 
administration, Congress extended this act 
and Jefferson signed it into law. Not once did 
he even consider vetoing it on the basis that 

it violated the First Amendment or his own 
“wall of separation” metaphor (Ibid., p. 45). 

Also, during his presidency, Thomas Jefferson at-
tended church. That may not seem too unusual, how-
ever, he attended worship services where the House 
of Representatives met! Indeed, a church met there 
until 1866! Now get this, two days after writing the 
letter to the Danbury Baptist Association, using the 
expression “building a wall of separation between 
Church & State,” do you know what Thomas Jeffer-
son did? He attended his first church service in the 
House of Representatives! He continued doing that 
for the next seven years. 

One Sunday, he was walking to the worship ser-
vices when Ethan Allen approached him and asked, 
“Which way are you walking, Mr. Jefferson?” “To 
Church, Sir.” “You? Going to Church, Mr. J? You do 
not believe a word in it!” To which Thomas Jefferson 
replied, 

“Sir, no nation has ever yet existed or 
been governed without religion. Nor can be. 
The Christian religion is the best religion that 
has been given to man and I as chief Magis-
trate of this nation am bound to give it the 
sanction of my example. Good morning, Sir” 
(Ibid., pp. 49, 50). 

Are we seeking to establish a state church? Do 
we want one? What do the secularists fear from us? 
They think we desire a situation like Europe during 
the Revolutionary era. No, we do not want money 
from the government. We do not want to tell the gov-
ernment what to do. We do not want the government 
to tell us what to do. We want “the word of the Lord 
[to] run swiftly and be glorified” (2Th 3.1), and we 
want government to encourage religion and while we 
encourage obedience to the government. ✞
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Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from this web site: 

http://www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php
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May 1 Job 27.13–23 

The Portion of the Wicked 
13–23 “This is the portion of a wicked man with 

God…” The thing about God that Job wanted to 
teach his friends was how God dealt with the wick-
ed. How would you summarize Job’s position? They 
do well for a while, but then God takes it away. Is 
this not what the friends have said? 

Job 28 

Where Can Wisdom Be Found? 

May 2 Job 28.1–11 

Precious Metals and Gems, 
Though Hidden Can Be Found 

1–11 “Surely there is a mine for silver, And 
a place where gold is refined…” 

Verses 1 and 2 
Silver, gold, iron, and copper are not lay-

ing around on the surface of the earth, but man 
can still find them. He has to create a mine and 
then he discovers these rich resources. 

Verses 3 and 4 
Those metals are in dark places, but man 

puts an end to those dark places, digging in the 
earth and bringing light with him. 

Verses 5 and 6 
We get bread from the surface of the earth, but 

underneath the earth it is not so easy to get things. 
Things are turned up as by fire. Nevertheless, man 
finds sapphires and gold. 

Verses 7 and 8 
The work of discovering these things is far 

greater than what any animal can do. Therefore, no 

animal has seen or walked upon the source of these 
magnificent metals and gems. 

Verses 9–11 
Man can turn up the roots of the mountains. 

He can cut channels in the rocks. He can stop water 
from being a problem. Then man can see marvelous 
things and bring them to the surface to see the light 
of day. 

May 3 Job 28.12–19 

Does Wisdom Hide? 

12–19 “But where can wisdom be found? And 
where is the place of understanding? Man does not 
know its value…” Can we dig a mine for wisdom 
on the earth? Is it hidden in the ocean? Can we 
purchase it? What do we own that we can give in 
exchange for wisdom? If the answer is no to all ques-
tions, how shall we find wisdom? Are we simply to 
be fools all our lives? 

May 4 Job 28.20–28 

The Place of Wisdom 
20–28 “From where then does wisdom come? 

And where is the place of understanding? It is hid-
den from the eyes of all living…” Where can I find 
wisdom? It is obviously hidden from the eyes of 
man. According to verse 22, what things can reveal 
to us the place of wisdom? Why is it that destruc-
tion and death have heard a report? What is the 
connection between those two and wisdom? What 
was the report? The report is that God knows the 
place of wisdom and He understands its way. Verses 
24–26 reveal why God is able to find the place of 

wisdom and to understand its way. What is it 
that enables Him according to those verses? He 
sees everything on earth and in the heavens. He 
can establish a weight for the wind and divide 
the waters by the proper measurement. He is 
the One who made the laws concerning rain 
and established the way of lightning. He de-
clared wisdom. What was the declaration that 
God made about wisdom? Where can we find 
it? Wisdom is fearing the Lord. Understanding 
is departing from evil. Remember whether Job 
feared God is the theme of this Book. Job did 
fear God. Did Job then have wisdom? If he had 
wisdom, how do we account for God’s rebuke 
of Job later? Does having wisdom mean that a 

man or a woman never sins or never misspeaks? 

May 5 Job 29.1 

Job Paused Again 
1 Job further continued his discourse, and said… 

Job waited to see if Zophar would respond. Again, 
he and the other friends were silent. From here Job 
concludes his talking. 

Job 28.1–28
Finding Understanding

Finding Understanding
Silver, gold, iron and brass may be mined.
Understanding’s not easy to find.
If you ask where it lives.
Here’s the answer Job gives:
Fear the Lord and toward evil be blind.
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Job 29.2–6 

Job Remembered Yesterday 
2–6 “Oh, that I were as in months past, As in the 

days when God watched over me…” What was Job’s 
wish at this time? Did he not simply want to go back 
to the days before his suffering? Compare this with 
his opening remarks and others that he has uttered 
along the way. He has wanted death, but it eluded 
him. God would not grant his wish. Interestingly, 
this last thing that he wants, God will give to him. 
God would not give the curse, although a man was 
begging for it, but God would give the bless-
ing, after the man realized that the curse would 
not come. Verse 2a also revealed the length of 
time of Job’s suffering. It had not been years, 
but less than a year. How many months, we do 
not know. Look at the things that Job wished 
he had again. The days when God watched 
over him. It is interesting that we think God 
is watching over us when things are going well, 
but we believe that he is not watching over us 
when things are not going well. Job’s children 
were around him. Good things came to him 
from seemingly impossible places, like rivers of 
oil coming from a rock. If God was able to do 
that then, could He do it again? Can God make 
rivers of oil come out of the rock for you? 

May 6 Job 29.7–17 

How Others Respected Him 
7–17 “When I went out to the gate by the city, 

When I took my seat in the open square, The young 
men saw me and hid…” According to verses 7–11, 
how did people respond to Job’s presence? Were his 
friends treating him like that during the debate? It is 

easy to figure out why Job wanted the former days. 
People respected him greatly, but after he lost every-
thing, they no longer did. According to verses 12–
17, why did people hold Job in high regard? Could 
they also have regarded him highly because he was a 
very wealthy man? 

Job 29.18–20 

How Job Thought His Days 
Would End 

18–20 “Then I said, ‘I shall die in my nest, And 

multiply my days as the sand…” How did Job think 
his life would end, that is, what would be the condi-
tion of his life? Would he die in suffering or while 
doing very well in life? However, how then did he 
think he would actually die? 

May 7 Job 29.21–25 

Job’s Counsel 
21–25 “Men listened to me and waited, And 

kept silence for my counsel…” How did men re-
spond to Job’s counsel? How were they, or at least 
his friends, responding after his suffering? How does 
it feel when people no longer respect your opinion? 
Second Samuel 15 reveals that during the days of 
David, Ahithophel’s counsel was like inquiring 
at the oracle of God. Yet, when Absalom rejected 
Ahithophel’s counsel, Ahithophel committed sui-
cide. Likewise, Job certainly felt like dying. When 
our counsel is rejected, we take it personally. 

May 8 Job 30.1–8 

How Young Men Treated Job 
1–8 “But now they mock at me, men young-

er than I, Whose fathers I disdained to put with 
the dogs of my flock…” Remember that young 
men, the aged, princes, and nobles respected 
Job highly. What were the young men doing 
after his suffering began? They mocked him. In 
contrast, how did Job treat the fathers of those 
young men? He treated them well, although 
other people had not. They were poor, but Job 
must have given them work. So, these young 
men may have been the sons of Job’s workers 
who were killed in the first wave of suffering. 
The young men knew that Job treated their fa-

thers well, but they were probably blaming him for 
the deaths of their fathers. 

May 9 Job 30.9–15 

He Became Their Taunting Song 
9–15 “And now I am their taunting song; Yes, 

I am their byword…” What had Job become to 
these young men? They taunted him with songs. He 
became a byword to them. Did they want to get 

Job 29.1–25
Facing the Facts 

Glory, Turned Gory 
Job recounted the days of his prime.
Patriarch of his clan, ‘twas sublime.
But it’s all in past tense.
Life no longer makes sense
Since he’s not a blessed man at this time.
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close to him? They were repulsed by him, both by 
what had happened to him, and by his appearance. 
If they did go near, what was it to do? They spit 
in his face. Remember how he treated their fathers 
when they were down, he did good things for them. 
When he was down, they could not remember his 
benevolence toward them. 

May 10 Job 30.16–19 

Job’s Soul Was Poured Out 
16–19 “And now my soul is poured out because 

of my plight; The days of affliction take hold of 
me…” Rather than his former prosperity (v. 
15), his days had become days of affliction. In 
particular, he spoke of the affliction of his body. 
His bones were pierced. His pain took no rest. 
His garment, that is, his outward appearance 
was disfigured. Thus, he was in the mire and 
had become as the dust and the ashes. 

May 11 Job 30.20–23 

Job Cried to God 
20–23 “I cry out to You, but You do not 

answer me; I stand up, and You regard me…” 
Job cried out to God, but rather than answer-
ing Job, what did he say God was doing? He had 
become cruel to Job. He was opposing Job. He 
spoiled Job’s success. What did Job know that he 
would receive from God? He knew that death was 
coming, because he could not see how his situation 
could change. He knew that death was coming, but 
he wanted it sooner. 

May 12 Job 30.24–31 

Job Wanted Help Even As He 
Had Helped Others 

24–31 “Surely He would not stretch out His 
hand against a heap of ruins, If they cry out when 
He destroys it…” Would God strike a heap of ruins, 
if it called out to Him for help? No, God would 
help. When others were in trouble, Job helped. He 
wondered why he was not receiving that help. Rath-
er than help, all he had was more suffering. 

May 13 Job 31.1–4 

A Covenant with the Eyes 
1–4 “I have made a covenant with my eyes; Why 

then should I look upon a young woman? For what 
is the allotment of God from above…” What was 
the covenant that Job made? What was he wanting 
to prevent? By making a covenant with his eyes, Job 
was avoiding committing adultery. He had made 
this covenant and remained true to it. Therefore, he 
had not suffered these things because of secret sin, 
which his friends were implying. They had not ac-

cused him of adultery, either literally or in the heart, 
but he was searching his own heart, and could not 
find any reason for his suffering. Job knew that God 
punished for committing adultery with the eyes or 
with the body. God saw whether Job sinned in this 
way, because God could see all of Job’s ways, and 
knew them so well that He could count Job’s steps. 

May 14 Job 31.5–8 

Job Had Not Walked With 
Falsehood 

5–8 “If I have walked with falsehood, Or if 
my foot has hastened to deceit, Let me be weighed 
on honest scales…” If Job had walked with 
falsehood, what did he think should be done? 
He needed to be weighed on honest scales. 
Why did he want this done? He wanted God 
to know his integrity. If he had turned from the 
way, or walked after his eyes, or if there was any 
sin whatsoever upon him, what did he say was 
the adequate punishment? Let others reap what 
he had sown. 

Job 31.9–12 

If Job Had Committed 
Adultery 

9–12 “If my heart has been enticed by a woman, 
Or if I have lurked at my neighbor’s door, Then let 
my wife grind for another…” If Job had commit-
ted adultery, what should happen? Was Job willing 
to suffer for his sin? What was this showing? It was 
showing that he had not committed these sins, nor 
any of the others of which his friends accused him. 

May 15 Job 31.13–15 

Job 31.1–15 
Job Pleads Sexual Purity 

Why, God? 
I eschewed impure thoughts about chicks,
My mind’s eye from considering tricks.
Since I’m honoring womb
And do not fear the tomb,
Please explain why I’m still in this fix.
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Did He Despise the Cause of His 
Servant? 

13–15 “If I have despised the cause of my male 
or female servant When they complained against 
me…” Job freely confesses that he had not despised 
his employees. He knew that God would punish for 
such. In verse 15, did Job think he was greater than 
his employees? 

Job 31.16–23 

Had Job Sinned Against the 
Poor? 

16–23 “If I have kept the poor from their 
desire, Or caused the eyes of the widow to fail, 
Or eaten my morsel by myself…” His friends 
had accused him of mistreating the poor, and 
Job agreed that if he had, he should suffer for it. 
Yet, the truth was he had not. 

Job 31.24–28 

Had Job Trusted in Something 
Other Than God 

24–28 “If I have made gold my hope, Or 
said to fine gold, ‘You are my confidence’; If I 
have rejoiced because my wealth was great…” If Job 
had trusted in gold or the sun and the moon, that 
was also deserving of punishment. 

May 16 Job 31.29–34 

Had Job Covered His Sin? 
29–34 “If I have rejoiced at the destruction of 

him who hated me, Or lifted myself up when evil 
found him (Indeed I have not allowed my mouth 

to sin By asking for a curse on his soul)…” Here 
Job ended the possibility of his sin. He could just 
keep going on and on, but his point was made suf-
ficiently. 

Job 31.35–37 

His Final Wish to God 
35–37 “Oh, that I had one to hear me! Here 

is my mark. Oh, that the Almighty would answer 
me…” Job challenged God by making a mark, a line 
in the sand. Job was so confident of his position, 

that he believed he could answer his case boldly be-
fore God. 

Job 31.38–40 

A Final Resolution to Accept 
Punishment 

38–40 “If my land cries out against me, And 
its furrows weep together; If I have eaten its fruit 
without money…” Having stated his confidence to 

argue his case before God, he boldly states that if 
iniquity were found in him, he would accept the 
punishment. 

Elihu Speaks 

May 17 Job 32–37 
A young man chimes in the debate. He had been 

listening. He had many of the same thoughts that 
we have had as we have read the debate. Was this 
young man right or wrong? No one responded to 
him. Some see him as a John the Baptist-like figure, 

preparing the way for the Lord to speak. What 
the writer gives as the motivation for Elihu’s an-
ger seems to be the same as God’s, Job justifying 
himself rather than God. 

May 18 Job 32:1–5 

The Wrath of Elihu 
1–5 So these three men ceased answering 

Job, because he was righteous in his own eyes. 
Then the wrath of Elihu, the son of Barachel 
the Buzite, of the family of Ram, was aroused 
against Job… Why did the three friends cease 
answering Job? He is was righteous in his own 
eyes. How could they argue with that? He who 

is righteous in his own eyes, cannot be answered. 
Against whom and for what reasons was the wrath 
of Elihu aroused? First, his wrath was against Job. 
Job had justified himself rather than God. God 
must always be justified, even at the expense of 
ourselves. Paul said it all, “Certainly not! Indeed, 
let God be true but every man a liar. As it is writ-
ten: ‘That You may be justified in Your words, And 
may overcome when You are judged’” (Rom 3.4). 
However, Job justified himself at the expense of 

Job 31.35–40 
Job’s Summation 

Job Tells 3 Friends 
My eight speeches went uncomprehend’d.
In your eight I have not been befriend’d.
If what y’all claim is true
This is my Waterloo.
And with that, folks, Job’s words now are end’d
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God. Second, Elihu’s wrath was aroused against 
Job’s three friends. He was angry at them because 
they had not answered his arguments. He was also 
angry because although they had not answered his 
arguments, they still condemned him. Why had he 
waited to speak? The three friends were much older 
than Elihu. Therefore, he thought it appropriate to 
let them speak, believing that the older should go 
first, and believing that the older would know what 
to say. Yet, they failed, arousing the wrath of Elihu. 
Does old age always guarantee that the truth shall 
be spoken? Does youth always guarantee that truth 
shall not be spoken? If age does not enable us to 
speak with someone like Job, what does? How 
would you have spoken to Job and what would 
you have said, not knowing what had happened 
behind the scenes? Knowing what happened 
behind the scenes, how would you answer Job? 

May 19 Job 32:6–9 

Age and Wisdom 
6–9 So Elihu, the son of Barachel the Buz-

ite, answered and said: “I am young in years, 
and you are very old; Therefore I was afraid…” 
Elihu’s first words are an explanation of why 
he held back. What had he expected from the 
three friends? In verse 8, he hinted as to why he was 
responding. What was his reason, other than the 
fact that the friends had not succeeded in answering 
Job? Elihu had a spirit from God and with that spirit 
God gave understanding. Therefore, understanding 
did not necessarily come from age and experience, 
but it comes from God who gives man his spirit. 

Job 32:10–14 

Different Words 
10–14 “Therefore I say, ‘Listen to me, I also will 

declare my opinion.’ Indeed I waited for your words, 
I listened to your reasonings…” In verses 10–13, 
Elihu requested that the three friends listen to him. 
He was now free to declare his opinion. Why not? 
They had not succeeded. Did Elihu intend on using 
the same arguments as the friends? No, because Job 
had not directed his words to him. Therefore, Elihu 
believed that he had new things to say. 

May 20 Job 32:15–22 

Full of Words 
15–22 “They are dismayed and answer no more; 

Words escape them. And I have waited, because they 
did not speak…” In verses 15–20, Elihu declared 
that he was full of words. How can such a one not 
speak? He saw that the friends were dismayed and 
could not find any words. Yet, Elihu had the words 
and was ready to dispense them. He had no inten-
tion of showing partiality. He was not speaking to 

favor the friends nor Job. He was not speaking sim-
ply to condemn the friends or Job. He just wanted 
to speak the truth, because he believed the truth had 
not been spoken. 

Job 33:1–7 

Job’s Spokesman 
1–7 “But please, Job, hear my speech, And lis-

ten to all my words. Now, I open my mouth; My 
tongue speaks in my mouth…” According to verses 
1–4, why did Elihu want Job to listen? His words 

came from an upright heart. His lips uttered 
pure knowledge. God had made him, show-
ing that he had as much right to speak as the 
friends. In verse 5, he challenged Job to set his 
words in order before him. How did Elihu seek 
to befriend Job in verse 6? First, he stated that 
he wanted to be Job’s spokesman before God. 
Elihu was not merely interested in refuting Job, 
just pointing out what Job said wrong. Second, 
while Elihu claimed to have knowledge and to 
have a spirit from God, he knew that he was 
just like Job, made from clay. Furthermore, in 
verse 7, he assured Job that he had nothing to 
fear from Elihu. 

May 21 Job 33:8–11 

Elihu Summarizes Job’s Position 
8–11 “Surely you have spoken in my hearing, 

And I have heard the sound of your words…” Here 
Elihu finally starts to present Job’s position that he 
intended on correcting. What did he say Job had 
argued? In verse 9, he said that Job claimed to be 
innocent. Compare: 

6:30 

Job 32.6–32 
Elihu, Seminary Grad 

Elihu’s Petitio Principii 
Ink’s not dry on my new PhD,
But I thought age should speak before me.
By God’s Spirit I know
Just how things ought to go,
Unlike Job’s petitio principii.
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7:20 
10:7 
16:17 
23:11, 12 
27:5, 6 
29:14 and surrounding verses. 
In 33.10, he said that Job had claimed that 

God, nevertheless, found something against Job and 
counted him as an enemy. It was as though Job had 
said that he was perfect, but that God still managed 
to find something wrong anyway. See: 

10:14–16 
13:24 
16:9 
19:11 
30:21 
In 33.11, he said that Job had claimed that 

God was punishing him. See also: 
13:27 
19:8 
31:4 

May 22 Job 33:12–18 

God Speaks in Different 
Manners 

12–18 “Look, in this you are not righteous. 
I will answer you, For God is greater than man…” 
In these three things, Elihu asserted that Job was 
not righteous. Therefore, Elihu would answer Job’s 
points, and Elihu believed he was able to do so be-
cause God is greater than man and Elihu would not 
use man’s arguments, but God’s arguments. Here 
is Elihu’s first point: Why contend with God since 
He is not accountable to you? This is precisely what 
Job had done, that is, contend with God, and Job 
contended with God because He was not answering 

Job. In verses 14–16, Elihu refuted that by arguing 
that God can speak in one way and then in another. 
He can speak as He so desires. Man does not and 
cannot regulate the way God speaks. Therefore, man 
has no right to be angry with God if He speaks or 
is silent or does something else. According to verses 
17 and 18, why does God speak to man and why 
does God do it in various ways? He seeks to turn 
man from his sin and to keep man from perishing 
because of that sin. 

May 23 Job 33:19–22 

The Pain of Life 
19–22 “Man is also chastened with pain on his 

bed, And with strong pain in many of his bones…” 
Keeping in mind the previous section (vv. 12–18), 
why does God chasten men, according to Elihu? To 
answer that question, answer this question, What 
is the purpose of chastening or what prompts it? A 
person has done something wrong, and they are be-
ing punished for it. Or Elihu might have been argu-
ing that the purpose of the pain of life is to prevent 

sin. The contemplation of pain and its experience 
makes us think about our manner of living. There-
fore, Elihu may not be arguing that Job was being 
punished for sin, but that his experience was simply 
a matter of prevention. What is interesting about 
this part of Elihu’s argument is that he is using Job’s 
affliction, referring to Job’s experiences to make his 
point. 

May 24 Job 33:23–28 

A Mediator 
23–28 “If there is a messenger for him, A 

mediator, one among a thousand, To show man 
His uprightness…” There is a need for a media-
tor. It is clear that Elihu was accusing Job of sin. 
However, there was a major difference in the 
approach of Elihu and the friends. The friends 
argued that Job sinned and brought on his suf-
fering. Elihu argued that Job suffered and that 
brought on his sin. The friends addressed Job’s 
prior life, but Elihu addressed Job’s current situ-
ation. Elihu believed that Job’s sin was that of 
justifying himself at the expense of God. There-
fore, Job needed a mediator. According to verse 
24, God hears the mediator and then releases 
the sinner from destruction. Then in verses 25–

28, Elihu showed how things will turn out for such a 
man who is rescued. Interestingly, what he pictured 
is close to what Job experienced after God’s rebuke. 
This makes us think that Elihu was more accurate in 
assessing the situation than the three friends. 

May 25 Job 33:29, 30 

God Is at Work 
29, 30 “Behold, God works all these things, 

Job 33.14–26
Elihu Explains God to Job 

Elihu’s Theory 
God can speak to a man in three ways:
In a dream while you’re in your PJ’s,
Or through pain with distress,
Or by me, who can bless
You with wisdom to cut through that haze. 
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Twice, in fact, three times with a man…” What did 
Elihu argue was God’s purpose? A man is on the way 
to the Pit, but God seeks to rescue him. God uses 
whatever means are necessary to awaken us to our 
sin that we might repent of it. 

Job 33:31–33 

Speak or Listen 
31–33 “Give ear, Job, listen to me; Hold your 

peace, and I will speak…” Did Job attempt to speak? 
He must have, but Elihu wanted Job to continue to 
listen. Then from verse 32, it seems like Job was 
insisting on speaking, but he backed off. 

May 26 Job 34:1–4 

Justice and Goodness 
1–4 Elihu further answered and said: “Hear 

my words, you wise men; Give ear to me, you 
who have knowledge…” Job remained silent, so 
Elihu continued. Elihu addressed all four men. 
He was willing to be tested. 

Job 34:5–9 

Job Drinks Scorn 
5–9 “For Job has said, ‘I am righteous, But 

God has taken away my justice…” Elihu quoted 
Job’s position. Job said that he was righteous. Yet, 
God had taken away his justice. What did Job im-
ply? He certainly justified himself rather than God. 
That was the very thing that angered Elihu. Elihu 
understood Job to be scorning God. Therefore, Job 
was like wicked men, the very people whom he ar-
gued he was not like. It is true that we are just like 
the wicked, if we are arrogant and justify ourselves 

rather than God, for that is at the root of the think-
ing of the wicked. 

May 27 Job 34:10–15 

God Does Not Do Wickedness 
10–15 “Therefore listen to me, you men of un-

derstanding: Far be it from God to do wickedness…” 
What is the foundation of Elihu’s argument? God 
never commits wickedness. Let God be found true, 
but every man a liar. Regardless of our circum-
stances, regardless of what we believe, we have to 

start with God and understand that He always does 
what is right. Therefore, either we are wrong or we 
have misunderstood something. Therefore, verse 11, 
God deals with man according to what man does. 
Who put God in charge of the earth? (v. 13) No one 
did. Therefore, He is not accountable to anyone. If 
He should decide to destroy everything, that is His 
right. 

May 28 Job 34:16–30 

God Knows Man’s Works 
16–30 “If you have understanding, hear this; 

Listen to the sound of my words…” Elihu prepared 
them for his next argument (v. 16). In verses 17 and 
18, Elihu made Job think whether he was in a posi-
tion to question authority since he allegedly hated 
justice. Everyone is equal before God (vv. 19, 20). 
God knows man’s ways perfectly, without any inves-
tigation (vv. 21–25). In verses 26–28 Elihu showed 
that God acts justly. Then he explained in verses 
29 and 30 that man cannot reverse what God has 
done. 

Job 34:31–33 

Can Man Say He Will Sin No 
More? 

31–33 “For has anyone said to God, ‘I have 
borne chastening; I will offend no more…” Who 
can make the claim that they will cease sinning 
after receiving chastening and instruction from 
God? We wish that we could say that, but the 
truth is we still sin. Can man then set the terms 
simply because he has said that he will not sin 
anymore? Man is not running the show. Nor 
can we be true to such a claim. 

May 29 Job 34:34–37 

Job Has Spoken Without 
Knowledge 

34–37 “Men of understanding say to me, Wise 
men who listen to me…” Elihu again appealed to 
the men. His charges against Job: He spoke without 
knowledge and wisdom. He answered like a wicked 
man. His sin was rebellion. He spoke against God. 

Job 34.1–10 
Elihu Rejects Job’s Theology 

Wise Guy 
Wise men, listen to me and you’ll learn.
Job has lied when he said you can’t earn
Approbation from God
‘Til you’re under the sod.
Hear me out, for I’m not taciturn. 
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Job 35:1–3 

Is Job More Righteous Than God? 
1–3 Moreover Elihu answered and said: “Do you 

think this is right? Do you say…” What was Elihu 
doing? He was repeating Job’s words to him that he 
might hear what he had actually said. Often we do 
not understand the full import of what we have said. 
Therefore, it is good for someone to repeat it back 
to us that we might hear another person say it, for 
then we are not so biased, that is, we might be more 
objective if we hear 
another person say it, 
whereas, when we say 
it, we are biased in 
our favor. What did 
Elihu say that Job 
had said? That his 
righteousness is more 
than God’s. Job did 
not say that explicit-
ly, but he implied it. 
That Job questioned 
whether being righ-
teous really had been 
profitable. See Job’s 
words in 10:13–17. 

May 30 Job 35:4–8 

We Cannot Harm or Help God 
4–8 “I will answer you, And your companions 

with you. Look to the heavens and see…” Elihu re-
butted both Job and his friends. Elihu will speak to 
the fact that man cannot affect God. Why then in 
verse 5, did Elihu tell the men to look to the heavens? 
If we are wicked, do we affect the heavens? If we are 

righteous, do we affect the heavens? We cannot affect 
the heavens, because they are so much greater than we 
are. God is far greater than the heavens. Therefore, if 
we cannot affect the heavens one way or another, we 
certainly cannot affect the Creator of the heavens in 
any way. We can only affect ourselves and the people 
around us (v. 8). 

May 31 Job 35:9–16 

God and Empty Knowledge 
9–16 “Because of the multitude of oppressions 

they cry out; They cry 
out for help because 
of the arm of the 
mighty…” Many suf-
fer, Elihu said (v. 9), 
but few of them seek 
for God. They should 
cry out to God, be-
cause He gives songs 
in the night, and He 
teaches us more than 
the beasts of the 
earth and the birds 
of heaven. When 

suffering is at its darkest, that is when God can give 
us songs. Observe the animals of creation and learn, 
but we can learn even more from their Maker. Some 
do cry out, such as Job, but God does not answer. 
Why, according to verse 13, does God not answer? 
He does not listen to empty talk. Moreover, Elihu re-
futed the idea that because we cannot see God He is 
not doing justice. Elihu counseled patience. Job was 
a patient man, but he needed to increase in it. On 
this matter, Elihu concluded that Job spoke without 
knowledge. ✞

Job 35.1–16
Job, More Righteous Than God?

Elihu’s Theme
Has God’s righteousness Job now surpassed?
All of us have been list’ning aghast.
Surely God will not hear,
Nor the Almighty fear
The effects of Job’s verbal bombast.

Sign up for free twice-daily e-mail devo-
tionals to take you through the Bible every 
year. Below is a sample from May 1, 2008 

05.01.2008 Old Testament 
To read the Bible in a year, read First Kings 

1 and 2 on May 1, AD 2008 

To Comfort a King 
By Don Ruhl 

The mighty warrior David aged fast and 
by the time he was in his late sixties, he 
could not get warm. Seeing him cold all 
the time, his servants said, “Let a young 
woman, a virgin, be sought for our lord 
the king, and let her stand before the king, 
and let her care for him; and let her lie in 
your bosom, that our lord the king may 
be warm” (1Ki 1.2). The writer went to say 
that they found a young woman named 
Abishag and as she cared for the king, he 
did not know her (vv. 3, 4), that is, as she 
warmed him, he did not know her sexu-
ally. Everyone’s intention was pure. 

The true David, Jesus Christ, never has had 
this problem, nor will He ever. He existed 
long before David and continues on into 
eternity, making Jesus “older” than David, 
but Jesus never wears out. Therefore, we 
do not have to replace Him with another 
king, because Jesus shall reign forever. 

Is He the king of your heart? 
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“I have not departed from the 
commandment of His lips; 

I have treasured the words of His mouth 
More than my necessary food.” 

(Job 23.12)


