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Did Elihu 
Prepare 
Job For 

God? 

“Twister” by Rodolfo Clix, Sao Paulo, Brazil

Then the LORD answered Job out of the 
whirlwind…  (Job 38.1)



The Bible Meditator Page 2 May AD 2009

By Don Ruhl 

When we concluded our readings on the Book of 
Job in The Bible Meditator, we wonderaed about the 
messages of Elihu, the young man who listened to the 
debate between Job and his friends. Elihu concluded 
that the friends had condemned Job without finding 
an answer for him and Elihu was angered against Job 
for justifying himself rather than God (Job 32.1–5). 

Recently, I read through the Book of Job again and 
saw some things in Elihu’s speech that I had not noticed 
before, which I believe provide insight into whether he 
was a John-the-Baptist like figure or not, as some schol-
ars think, preparing the heart of Job for an appearance 
from God. 

The problem arises from the fact that God said 
nothing to Elihu, as God did to Job and his friends. 
That leaves us wondering where Elihu stands with God. 
However, the fact that God did not address Elihu, nor 
say anything about him, probably clues us into the fact 
that Elihu did speak for God, preparing Job to meet 
God, although Elihu may not have realized to what ex-
tent God would use the young man. Elihu did seem to 
think he represented God. 

“Truly I am as your spokesman before God; 
I also have been formed out of clay.” 
(Job 33.6) 

“Bear with me a little, and I will show you 

Evidence 
That Elihu

 
Prepared 

Job for God 
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That there are yet words to speak on 
God’s behalf.” 

(Job 36.2) 

As I read chapter 37 recently, I noticed 
two things that Elihu said at the end of his 
speeches that made me think God used the 
young man as a forerunner. 

The Whirlwind 
First, as I read chapter 37, I saw Elihu’s 

constant references to the wind or something 
similar and remembered how God appeared to 
Job, “Then the LORD answered Job out of the 
whirlwind, and said...” (Job 38.1). 

What is a whirlwind? It is the result of two 
wind currents from opposing directions meet-
ing. Do you not think that was appropriate 
for the debate in the Book of Job? Job and his 
friends came from different directions. Job and 
God came from opposing points of view. 

God showed Himself in both the whirl-
wind and the storm before, 

The LORD is slow to anger and great 
in power, 

And will not at all acquit the wicked. 
The LORD has His way 
In the whirlwind and in the storm, 
And the clouds are the dust of His 

feet. 
(Nah 1.3) 

Therefore, in the context of what Job and 

his friends have said, the whirlwind displayed 
the power of God perfectly for what they had 
discussed. Remember that a wind killed Job’s 
children. 

Job confessed that his words were as wind 
(6.26). 

Bildad referred to Job’s words as strong 
wind (8.2). 

Job fired back that the words of his friends 
were words of wind (16.3). 

Job said that God establishes a weight for 
the wind (28.25). 

Job also compared the mockery of the 
children of his dead workers to the storm and 
wind (30.14, 15). 

He even spoke to God, saying that He 
caused Job to ride on the wind and ruined his 
success (30.22). 

Elihu used the wind and storm in this 
manner, 

Job 35.5 Look to the heavens and see; 
And behold the clouds—
They are higher than you. 

Job 36.28, 29 Which the clouds drop 
down 

And pour abundantly on man. 
Indeed, can anyone understand the 

spreading of clouds, 
The thunder from His canopy? 

Job 36.33 His thunder declares it, 
The cattle also, concerning the rising 

storm. 

Job 37.9 From the chamber of the 
south comes the whirlwind, 

And cold from the scattering winds of 
the north. 

Job 37.11, 12 Also with moisture He 
saturates the thick clouds; 

He scatters His bright clouds. 
And they swirl about, being turned by 

His guidance, 
That they may do whatever He com-

mands them 
On the face of the whole earth. 

Job 37.15–17 Do you know when 
God dispatches them, 

And causes the light of His cloud to 
shine? 

Do you know how the clouds are bal-
anced, 

Those wondrous works of Him who is 
perfect in knowledge? 

Why are your garments hot, 
When He quiets the earth by the south 

wind? 

Job 37.21 Even now men cannot look 
at the light when it is bright in the 
skies, 

When the wind has passed and cleared 
them. 
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Then when God suddenly appeared in the 
whirlwind, it makes us think that Elihu pre-
pared the scene for God’s arrival and speech. 
Elihu kept talking about the wind, the storm, 
and the whirlwind, as though they could all 
see them close by, not knowing that God was 
in the whirlwind, until He started to speak. 

Elihu’s Last 
Words and God’s 

First Words 
Listen carefully to Elihu’s last words, for 

they sound as though he knew he was to in-
troduce God, 

“Teach us what we should say to 
Him, 

For we can prepare nothing because of 
the darkness. 

Should He be told that I wish to 
speak? 

If a man were to speak, surely he would 
be swallowed up. 

Even now men cannot look at the light 
when it is bright in the skies, 

When the wind has passed and cleared 
them. 

He comes from the north as golden 
splendor; 

With God is awesome majesty. As 
for the Almighty, we cannot find 
Him; 

He is excellent in power, 
In judgment and abundant justice; 
He does not oppress. 
Therefore men fear Him; 
He shows no partiality to any who are 

wise of heart.” 
(Job 37.19–24) 

Do not the words of verses 19 and 20 
sound as though God was ready to speak and 
Elihu wanted Job to think about what to say 
to God? In verse 19, Elihu referred to the 
darkness that must have been coming upon 
them as they spoke, but not the darkness of 
night, rather the darkness of a storm, the dark-
ness created by the whirlwind. In verse 21, the 
young man said that men cannot look at the 
bright light in the sky, which we would under-
stand to be the sun, when the wind has cleared 
the skies, so then, men cannot look upon God. 
Listen to verse 22. Does not Elihu sound like 
he announced the arrival of God? The storm 
or whirlwind that was going on pictured His 
majesty. In the last two verses, Elihu hinted 
that God was greater than all those storm im-
ages. Elihu concluded that while God could 
not be found, He did not oppress men. There-
fore, men feared God for His unmatchable 
greatness, which means that He does not need 
to show partiality even to the wise. With the 
imagery of the darkness of the storm, and 
man’s inability to prepare something to say to 
God, and His lack of partiality to the wise of 
heart in mind, see and hear what happened 

next, 

Then the LORD answered Job out of 
the whirlwind, and said: 

“Who is this who darkens counsel 
By words without knowledge? 
Now prepare yourself like a man; 
I will question you, and you shall an-

swer Me.” 
(Job 38.1–3) 

Suddenly, out of the whirlwind they had 
seen, Job heard the voice of God. What did 
God say for His first words to Job? Job dark-
ened counsel with ignorant words, not prepar-
ing himself to speak to God properly, just as 
Elihu had said (37.19, 20). Job had darkened 
counsel even as the whirlwind darkened the 
sun, just as Elihu had said (37.21). Therefore, 
Job had to prepare himself like a man and God 
would do the questioning and Job would do 
the answering, because God is awesome in 
majesty with golden splendor (37.22), and He 
is excellent in judgment and justice (37.23), 
and He would not show partiality to Job be-
cause he was wise (37.24). 

This convinces me that Elihu did prepare 
the way of God before Job. 

Therefore, we should be careful of what we 
say, how we speak to people, how we speak of 
God, and that we should also listen to others, 
regardless of their age and experience, for God 
might be using that person to teach us some-
thing. ✞
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Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php

John, The Gospel According to the Eagle 

�editating on the 
�ook of 

�ohn
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May 1 John 19.31–37 
The Legs of the Son of God 

31–37 Therefore, because it was the Preparation 
Day, that the bodies should not remain on the cross 
on the Sabbath… Deuteronomy 21, which Paul 
quoted in Galatians, shows what concerned the Jews 
about leaving the bodies of the three on their crosses. 
“If a man has committed a sin deserving of death, 
and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree, 
his body shall not remain overnight on the tree, 
but you shall surely bury him that day, so that 
you do not defile the land which the LORD 
your God is giving you as an inheritance; for 
he who is hanged is accursed of God” (Deu 
21.22, 23). Therefore, with evening approach-
ing, the Jews asked Pilate to break the legs of 
the men on the crosses, so that they could not 
push up on their feet to breathe, because the 
weight of their bodies pulling on their nailed 
hands, made it hard to breathe. Pilate ordered 
that it be done. The soldiers broke the legs of 
the two other men, but since Jesus did not 
fight His death and had died voluntarily, the 
soldiers saw that He was already dead and they 
did not break His legs, but to insure that He was 
dead, one of them pierced the side of Jesus, and the 
spear entered the heart of Jesus and the blood came 
gushing out and then the water-like fluid that had 
gathered around His heart flowed out. John knew 
what he saw. He did not get this information second 
hand, but he wrote what he witnessed, and with a 
good conscience he could say that he told the truth. 
Therefore, you can believe what he wrote. The He-
brew Scriptures prophesied that none of the bones 
of the Messiah would be broken and it was so; that 

those who crucified Him would look on Him after 
after piercing Him, and it was so. 

May 2 John 19.38–42 
The Burial of the Son of God 

38–42 After this, Joseph of Arimathea, being 
a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear of the Jews, 
asked Pilate that… Two high-ranking Jews grew 
in boldness, took the body of Jesus, prepared it for 

burial, and they buried the Son of God. Then they 
rested on the Sabbath to mourn and weep as never 
before (Zec 12.10–14). 

Did you see what they did to the Son of God? 
They pierced His body! What is wrong with human-
ity that we would treat our Creator like that? Our 
problem is sin and “I” am right in the middle of it. 
Yet, He did all those things to remove my problem! 

Everyone Was Glad 

Something Wonderful Happened 

May 3 John 20 
On Friday, they killed Jesus of Nazareth. His 

friends took His body and placed it in a tomb that 
was close by. Then each went home to observe the 
Sabbath and to mourn the death of their friend. 
Then something wonderful happened, and the 
world has never been the same. 

May 4 John 20.1, 2 
Something Happened 

1, 2 Now the first day of the week Mary 
Magdalene went to the tomb early, while it was 
still dark, and saw that the stone had been tak-
en away from the tomb… Mary Magdalene was 
with Jesus at His cross, she would be with Him 
after His burial. She had been gone because of 
the Sabbath, but that day went away, and a new 
day of the week emerged, and she wanted to 
be back with her Lord to finish the burial pro-
cess. When she arrived, she did not find things 
as she expected. It was dark, but she could see 
clearly enough that the stone had been taken 

away from the tomb. Someone else had been there! 
She went quickly to tell the two disciples who had 
been closest to Jesus. She reported that someone had 
taken the Lord’s body, and she did not know where 
the grave robbers had laid it. 

May 5 John 20.3–10 
Peter and John’s Discovery 

John 19.31–37
Pierced but not Broken

Bone of my Bone
Crucified was removed, Law had spoken,
 When on special Shabat, Jews awoken.
’Cause they heard final groan
 They did not break a bone.
 Took Him down without legs being broken.
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3–10 Peter therefore went out, and the other dis-
ciple, and were going to the tomb… Quickly Peter 
and John headed for the tomb, not realizing what 
happened, forgetting the prophecies of Scripture 
and of Jesus, John outran Peter, but when John ar-
rived, he stopped outside the tomb. John peeked in-
side and saw the linen cloths lying inside, but he did 
not enter. Leave it to Peter to rush into the tomb. He 
saw what John saw, which was not the body of Jesus, 
but the linen cloths in which He had been wrapped 
lying in place, with the handkerchief that had been 
around the head of Jesus and the cloths that 
had been around His body lying in separate 
places. When John went inside and saw that 
the body was gone, he believed Mary’s report. 
Not remembering the Scripture, they did not 
know what to do, so each of them went to his 
own house. 

May 6 John 20.11–18 
Why Weep? 

11–18 But Mary stood outside by the tomb 
weeping, and as she wept she stooped down and 
looked into the tomb. And she saw… After 
Mary arrived, she stayed outside the tomb weeping 
and then she did what the apostles did and stooped 
down to look inside. Picture her amazement when 
she saw two angels sitting inside the tomb, one 
where the head of Jesus had been and the other at 
His feet. They asked her why she wept. She, like 
Peter and John, did not remember the Scriptures or 
the words of Jesus, and so she believed that some-
one had stolen the body. Being upset, she turned 
and saw a man standing there, not knowing it was 
Jesus, and He asked the same question as the angels, 

but added whom was she seeking. She assumed the 
man was the gardener, and she just wanted to know 
where the body of Jesus was. Jesus only had to say 
one word, “Mary,” and she knew the sound of that 
voice, she knew the inflection that the speaker gave 
to her name, she knew the familiarity that came 
from the voice, and she turned and saw something 
she never imagined she would see. There was the 
Man whom she had seen die. She saw the Lord 
and called Him, Rabboni, meaning Teacher. With 
a sudden change of emotion, from deep sadness to 

overwhelming gladness, she went to Jesus and clung 
to Him, not wanting Him to leave again, but He 
stopped her, because He still had to ascend to His 
Father. Jesus did have instructions for her. She was 
to go to His brethren, His disciples, and tell them 
that He would be ascending to His Father and their 
Father and to His God and their God. With her 
heart racing and excitement running through her 
body, she went to the disciples and declared that she 
had seen the Lord and what He had spoken to her. 

May 7 John 20.19–23 
The Disciples Were Glad 

19–23 Then, the same day at evening, being the 
first day of the week, when the doors were shut where 
the disciples were assembled… Later that day, still 
the first day of the week, the disciples assembled 
behind closed doors, not knowing whether they 
might be next for crucifixion. Suddenly, they were 
joined by Someone else. Jesus appeared and spoke 

peace to them. He showed them His hands and 
His side. He had been dead when the soldier 
pierced His side, yet, Jesus knew that He had 
been pierced. John wrote that they were all 
glad when they saw the Lord and knew that it 
was Him. Jesus again spoke peace to them, and 
revealed that in the same way the Father had 
sent Him, so, He was sending them. That eve-
ning, they saw something they never thought 
they would see and He gave them a command 
by which they would see more things, people, 
and places, they never thought they would see. 
What an evening! With that, Jesus breathed 
on them and said that they were to receive the 
Holy Spirit, which was the very thing He had 

spoken to them, that if Jesus left, He would send 
the Holy Spirit to them. It was happening to them. 
Did they realize what they would get started on the 
earth? In verse 23, He revealed the authority that 
He gave to them. They would show the world how 
to be forgiven of their sins, and if the world did not 
follow their words, then the sins of the people in the 
world would remain upon them. 

May 8 John 20.24–29 

John 20.10
Two Angels, Two Cherubs

Angels Like Cherubs
Mary asked where the body was hid.
Angels mum, like two cherubs on lid.
Man said, “Why do you cry?”
Mary said, “Rabbo-ni!”
He explained to her all that He did.
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Where Was Thomas? 

24–29 Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of 
the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 
The other disciples therefore said to him… Only ten 
disciples were together that night. Judas was dead. 
Thomas was gone somewhere. Where was He? Had 
family dropped in? Was a family member sick? Was 
he at work? Was he tired? We do not know why 
Thomas did not attend that Sunday evening service, 
but whatever the reason, whether legitimate or ille-
gitimate, he missed something really big! How-
ever, he doubted the ten. Secondhand informa-
tion was not good enough for him, he wanted 
to investigate for himself. He wanted to see the 
print of the nails and to put his finger in the nail 
holes, and he wanted to see and to feel where 
the spear had pierced the side of Jesus. Thomas 
did not know it, but the Lord heard the con-
versation. After eight days the disciples gath-
ered again and had the doors shut, probably for 
the same reason as before. Jesus did what He 
had done before. He suddenly appeared, stood 
right in the middle of them, spoke words of 
peace, and turned and spoke to Thomas for 
him to see and to feel the wounds Jesus had 
received. Jesus wanted Thomas and his fellow-
disciples, not to be unbelievers, but to be believers, 
showing that they did not concoct the story of the 
resurrection, for all of them initially did not believe. 
Thomas refused to believe at first, but when he did, 
he truly did. He called Jesus Lord and God. Thomas 
saw and believed, but if we can believe without see-
ing, we are blessed, because we believe the witnesses, 
which Thomas did not. 

May 9 John 20.30, 31 
These Signs 

30, 31 And truly Jesus did many other signs in 
the presence of His disciples, which are not written 
in this book; but these… In three and a half years of 
ministry, Jesus did many other things, and He did 
many other things during the forty days between 
His resurrection and ascension. John did not write 
down everything, but he wrote enough that upon 

investigation and meditation, we can conclude that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and by that be-
lief we can have life in the name of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, because His resurrection means that we 
can be resurrected. 

Earlier, in John 5, Jesus had spoken of this very 
thing, that someday there shall be a great resurrec-
tion of all people, but they shall all be separated into 
two groups. “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is 
coming in which all who are in the graves will hear 

His voice and come forth—those who have done 
good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have 
done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation” 
(John 5.28, 29). You make the decision. Do good 
and He shall resurrect you to life. Do evil and He 
shall resurrect you to condemnation. 

Do You Love Jesus? 
Do you love Jesus more than anything or 

anyone else? 

May 10 John 21.1–23 
Deep despair filled the hearts of the disci-

ples of Christ, because the Romans and Jewish 
leaders killed the Teacher and Friend of the dis-
ciples. They saw wonderful things during His 
three and a half year ministry of miracles. Then 
John 20 showed their euphoria when they saw 
Jesus raised from the dead. Still, the disciples 
did not know what to do with all they had seen 
and experienced. Were they to go back to ordi-
nary lives? 

May 11 John 21.1–3 
Let’s Go Fishing 

1–3 After these things Jesus showed Himself again 
to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and in this way 
He showed Himself… John 20 showed the first two 
appearances of Jesus to His disciples. John 21 shows 
that He appeared to them again by the Sea of Tibe-
rias, which is the Sea of Galilee. Seven disciples, Pe-
ter, Thomas, Nathanael, James, John, and two other 
unnamed disciples were together when Peter said to 
them what many men say when they do not know 

John 20.31
Feelings, Faith, or Facts

Feelings, Faith, Facts
Of this group, which comes first?  One, two, 

three?
Many folks think it’s faith, don’t you see?
But dear friend, faith in what?
In the facts, I rebut.
Next comes faith and then feelings.  Agree?
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what else to do. Peter said he was going fishing. The 
other six decided to join him. They wasted no time 
getting a boat, but they did waste time fishing, be-
cause they caught nothing that night. 

May 12 John 21.4–6 
The Great Fisherman 

4–6 But when the morning had now come, Jesus 
stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know… 
The whole night passed and they caught noth-
ing. Does that not sound bleak after the excite-
ment of the previous three and a half years? 
Had they wondered what the resurrection of 
Jesus meant? Had they considered the prophe-
cies of the Scriptures and of Jesus concerning 
His resurrection? Had they thought on what 
they were supposed to do? They knew that Je-
sus trained them for something, but did they 
not realize what it was? When He appeared to 
them the first time, He breathed on them and 
gave them the Holy Spirit, giving them the au-
thority to speak the terms of forgiveness of sins 
and to retain sins. He told them that as the Fa-
ther had sent Him, so He sent them. Were they 
ready to go? Or were they waiting for something? 
They had gone back to fishing and did not succeed. 
Then they saw a man standing on the beach, but did 
not realize it was Jesus. He called out to them, ask-
ing if they had any food, whether they had caught 
anything. They said no, not wondering why a man 
in his early to mid-30s called them children. He told 
them to cast their net on the right side of the boat 
and then they would find what they were looking 
for. Amazingly, they did what the stranger told them 
to do. They probably figured why not, since nothing 

else had worked. Suddenly, they went from an all-
nighter with no fish to so many fish, they could not 
pull the net into the boat. 

May 13 John 21.7–9 
It Is The Fisherman! 

7–9 Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said 
to Peter, “It is the Lord!” Now when Simon Peter 
heard… Amazed by what had happened, John took 

another look at the stranger on the beach and knew 
who it was and told Peter so. Peter put on his outer 
garment, and dove into the water, which would have 
made it harder to swim. The six disciples headed for 
the beach where the Lord was, dragging in the water 
the net full of fish, which would have made it harder 
to row or to sail. However, the distance was only 
about a football field away. Intriguingly, when they 
all arrived at the spot, Jesus already had a fire going 
with fish on the fire and some bread. 

May 14 John 21.10–13 
Jesus Provided Fish 

10–13 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish 
which you have just caught.” Simon Peter went up 
and… Jesus wanted more fish, because The Lord 
provides, but He wants us to do what we can. Peter, 
after swimming to shore, was the one who went to 
get the net, dragging it out of the water and onto 
the land. The disciples had caught 153 large fish, 

but the huge weight did not break the net. 
John, the former fisherman, noted that such 
was unusual. Then Jesus invited them to eat 
breakfast. No one ventured to ask who Jesus 
was, because they all knew who it was, He was 
their Lord and our Lord. Now, get this. Jesus 
served them! Jesus gave them bread and fish. 
That means Jesus gave Peter bread and fish, al-
though days before Peter denied knowing the 
Lord three times. Should not Peter have been 
the one to initiate the contact? Should not Pe-
ter have been the one to serve Jesus? Who was 
Jesus that He would serve them? Why would 
He serve them? 

May 15 John 21.14 
The Third Appearance 

14 This is now the third time Jesus showed Him-
self to… Jesus did not appear once to the disciples, 
lest someone claim it was only a figment of their 
collective imagination. No, they saw Him, they 
touched Him, they ate with Him. They knew Jesus 
of Nazareth and they knew who they saw after the 
crucifixion. 

John 21.1–11
One Hundred Fifty Three Fish

Rescue The Perishing
Nine times seventeen: one fifty three
Fish in net.  It’s not torn Peter, see?
Now you’ll have diff-rent gig,
Catching men, brand new rig
Called the gospel net, lost souls to free.
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May 16 John 21.15–17 
Do You Love Jesus? 

15–17 So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus 
said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you 
love Me more than these?” He said to Him… Jesus 
had some questions for Peter after they ate. Did Pe-
ter love Jesus more than these? Did Jesus mean more 
than the fish and the things of this world? Did Jesus 
mean more than the other disciples loved Jesus, be-
cause Mark 14 shows that Peter bragged that 
he would never stumble, in fact, he indicated 
he was more faithful than others, “Peter said 
to Him, “Even if all are made to stumble, yet I 
will not be” (Mark 14.29). There on the shore 
of the Sea of Tiberias, Peter affirmed that he 
loved the Lord, stating that the Lord Himself 
knew such to be true. Therefore, the Lord com-
manded Peter to feed the lambs of Jesus, be-
cause it was not for Peter to compare himself to 
other people, but to minister to them. A second 
time Jesus asked Peter if he loved Him, leaving 
out the part about loving Jesus more than these. 
Peter repeated himself. To which the Lord told 
Peter, to tend the sheep of Jesus. Jesus knew Pe-
ter loved Him, and that the love was pure. For a 
third time, Jesus asked Peter if he loved the Lord. 
Peter became a little irritated, because Jesus kept 
asking, and Peter knew that Jesus knew all things, 
so why keep asking the same question? Peter added 
that he knew the Lord knew all things and one of 
those things that the Lord knew was that Peter loved 
Jesus. To which Jesus again said to Peter that he was 
to feed the sheep of Jesus. Peter did not know it, 
but Jesus just gave Peter the grandest job in all the 
world. Three times Peter denied the Lord and three 

times the Lord got Peter to acknowledge his love for 
the Lord. Peter did not back down at the repeated 
questioning, because his love was firm. 

May 17 John 21.18, 19 
Follow Jesus 

18, 19 “Most assuredly, I say to you, when you 
were younger, you girded yourself and walked where 
you wished; but…” Jesus knew the heart of Peter. Je-

sus knew that Peter had recovered from the denials. 
Jesus knew that He could count on Peter. Therefore, 
Jesus showed Peter the future, prophesying how he 
would die. He had promised to die for the Lord 
before, and Peter would get the chance to prove 
himself again. Peter would not deny the Lord later. 
Peter’s end would be different from his beginning. 
As a young man, Peter dressed himself and went 
wherever he wanted. As an old man, Peter would 
stretch out his hands voluntarily, and others would 
gird him with a cross and then carry him to a place 

he would not want to go. He would die for his Lord, 
but that does not mean Peter would choose an awful 
death. John let us know that what Jesus said in verse 
18, was a prophecy of the death of Peter and by that 
death he would glorify God, because not only can 
Jesus glorify the Father in death, but so can all of 
His disciples. Having spoken those words to Peter, 
Jesus then told him to follow the Lord, meaning, I 
believe, for Peter to follow in death and in the same 
manner of death. The next couple of verses bears out 
this interpretation. 

May 18 John 21.20–
22 

What About the Other Guy? 

20–22 Then Peter, turning around, saw 
the disciple whom Jesus loved following, who 
also had leaned on His breast at the supper, 
and said… Peter’s first thought was about the 
other guy. You are telling me what to do, Lord, 
but what about him over there? If I have to do 
this, does he also? This was Peter’s good friend. 
Would Peter’s friend meet the same end? Jesus 

responded tersely, that if Jesus wanted John to re-
main until the Lord’s return, that is, not die, espe-
cially in the manner that Peter would die in imita-
tion of the Lord, what difference did that make to 
Peter? It was Peter’s job to follow the Lord, whether 
in death or in other matters in life. The Lord had 
a plan for Peter and the Lord had a plan for John, 
and if Jesus is the Lord, Peter should just allow the 
running of things, especially of the lives of other dis-
ciples, to the Lord. 

John 21.18–25
John’s Final Observations

Jesus to Peter
Friend, I want you to know how you’ll die.
Pete said, “Lord, what about other guy?”
Jesus, “What’s that to you?
Follow me’s all you do”
Foolish brethren then passed around lie.
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May 19 John 21.23 
Speak As Jesus Speaks 

23 Then this saying went out among the breth-
ren that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did 
not say to him… They had interpretation problems 
back then even as we do today. People wanted to 
make more out of what Jesus said then what He ac-
tually said. People still want to make more of and 
sometimes less of what Jesus or some other Bible 
character said. Just speak as the Bible speaks. 

Do you love Jesus more than these? Do you love 
Him more than anything or anyone in the world? 
Do you love Him more than any other disciple does? 
Just love the Lord, not worrying about the things of 
this world, and not worrying about your disciple-
ship in comparison to others. Just be a disciple of 
Christ. 

Many are the things 
we learn from Jesus 

May 20 John 21.24, 25 
Why did the Holy Spirit give us the various 

Bible Books? Why did He give us the Gospel Ac-
cording to John? The Holy Spirit compelled John 
to write his Book, because the Spirit wanted us to 
know some things about Jesus of Nazareth. The 
Spirit wanted us to know who this man was and 
why that is important to us. He did not reveal these 
things to satisfy our curiosity about an interesting 
Teacher who died 1,978 years ago. 

In the last two chapters of the Gospel Accord-
ing to John, we saw Jesus crucified, raised from the 

dead, and then we saw Him appear three times to 
His disciples. 

Suddenly at the end of the Book, John said that 
writing and speaking on Jesus Christ has no end. 

May 21 John 21.24 
The Testimony of John 

24 This is the disciple who testifies of these 
things… Jesus had just told Peter, “Follow Me.” Pe-
ter looked around and saw his friend, wondering out 
loud whether that man had to follow Jesus in dying. 
Jesus told Peter that it made no difference to Peter, 
he was to follow the Lord. Then that man revealed 
that he was the writer of this Gospel Account. John 
was one of the sons of Zebedee present on that day, 
according to John 21.2. John wrote these matters, 
under the direction of the Holy Spirit, fulfilling the 
promise of Jesus that He would send the Spirit of 
Truth to the disciples and the Spirit would guide 
the disciples, bringing to their remembrances the 
experiences they had with Jesus. John affirmed that 
his testimony was true, which we expect a witness 
to do. 

May 22 John 21.25 
Endless Material 

25 And there are also many other things that Je-
sus did… The words of John sound like the words of 
Solomon (Ecclesiastes 12). We can write and speak 
endlessly about biblical subjects, but there comes a 
time when we have to make a decision. In the case 
of John’s Gospel, is Jesus of Nazareth the Son of God 
or not? We do not want to become like some people 

who are “always learning and never able to come to 
the knowledge of the truth” (2Ti 3.7). John gave us 
enough information to make a decision. Solomon 
said of writing even more material, “And moreover, 
because the Preacher was wise, he still taught the 
people knowledge; yes, he pondered and sought out 
and set in order many proverbs. The Preacher sought 
to find acceptable words; and what was written was 
upright—words of truth. The words of the wise are 
like goads, and the words of scholars are like well-
driven nails, given by one Shepherd. And further, 
my son, be admonished by these. Of making many 
books there is no end, and much study is wearisome 
to the flesh” (Ecc 12.9–12). 

Preachers, like John, want to teach people 
knowledge and do it by pondering, seeking out, 
and setting in order sayings. John, like any preacher, 
wanted to find acceptable words, words that would 
be upright, words of truth, knowing that wise words 
act like goads, prompting us to action, and know-
ing that the words of scholars are well-driven nails, 
holding together vital truths, and holding us to 
those truths. Yet, John, like any preacher, knew that 
he had to cease. On any subject, we can write or 
speak endlessly, but that is wearisome to both the 
speaker/writer and listener/reader. 

John selected a few things from a three and a 
half year ministry of Jesus. What did John leave 
out? We know some of what he left out, because 
the other three Gospel Accounts cover that material. 
However, putting together all the material from the 
four Gospel Accounts, still shows that they left out 
much material. What they left out merely repeats in 
principle what they already wrote. What John did 
include provides endless material for preaching and 
teaching. 
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Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from 

this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php

�editating on 
�salms 46–50 
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Help in Trouble
Where is God when I am in trouble?

May 23 Psalm 46
Where is God when I am in trouble? He is in 

the same place that He is when I am doing well.

Therefore, the question ought to be, Do I know 
where God is? And, where am I in my thinking? 
Who do I expect to help me? Is God the first One 
in my mind?

The 46th Psalm, believed with all the heart, 
as it did Martin Luther when kings and popes 
were trying to kill him, will assure you of your 
Helper. More about Luther later. 

May 24 The Preface 
To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of the sons 

of Korah. A Song for Alamoth. The 46th Psalm 
was written as a poem intended to be sung. 
Therefore, it was handed over to the Chief Mu-
sician. This Psalm was not written by David, but 
the sons of Korah. They did not rebel against 
leadership as their father Korah did, but these men 
loved the Lord and wrote some of the best litera-
ture in the world. The song was written for women 
or at least women would have the melody, which 
is how we do our songs today. This is the meaning 
of Alamoth. “Alamoth. virgins, a musical term (1 
Chr. 15.20), denoting that the psalm which bears 
this inscription (Ps. 46) was to be sung by soprano 
or female voices” (Easton Dictionary).

May 25 Psalm 46.1–3 
Our Always Present Help 

1–3 God is our refuge and strength… What is 
God to us? He is our refuge. He is our strength. 
Throughout America we have wildlife refuges, places 
where animals are safe from human activity. When 
there is war, people want a place of safety, a refuge. 
When there is a storm, people want to be out of 
the weather, they want refuge. God is a very pres-

ent help in all trouble; He is our place of safety. He 
is there even for the trouble that we have created, 
and the ultimate example is when we sin, which can 
land us in hell, but He is there ready to forgive us! Is 
that help or what? If you have the God of heaven as 
a refuge and as your strength, you have no reason to 
fear! Let the earth be moved out of its place, let the 
mountains be carried into the middle of the seas, let 
the waters of the seas roar and be troubled so much 
that they shake the mountains, nevertheless, we will 
not fear! Selah! Pause and think on these things.

May 26 Psalm 46.4–7 
A River 

4–7 There is a river whose streams shall make 
glad the city of God… There is this river whose 
streams bring gladness to the city of God. In this 
psalm, we are speaking of ancient Jerusalem. That 
was the home of the tabernacle of the Most High 
God. Therefore, it was a holy place and He is dwell-
ing right there in the middle of her. Jerusalem is a 

symbol for the church. Be a faithful and loyal 
member of the church and you have nothing 
to fear. What can happen to you that will keep 
God from being a very present help in trouble? 
Do not fear because, as Jesus said in John 7, 
you have rivers of living water, “He who be-
lieves in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of 
his heart will flow rivers of living water” (John 
7.38). Leroy Brownlow says, “While the ocean 
fiercely raged and madly dashed against the 
mountains, seeking to undercut them (vers. 
2, 3), the city of God, Jerusalem, was pictured 
with a peaceful and restful river spreading its 
beauty and fruitfulness throughout its course.” 
He continued later to say, “This unfailing as-

surance is especially needed today to soothe the 
sore, tattered nerves of a generation that has relied 
too much on earth-made tranquilizers and too little 
on heaven-made tranquility.” These four verses ex-
plain what was said in the first three verses. How 
did the Psalm begin? God is our help. He helps us 
when great things are shaken. What do verses 4–7 
declare, especially verses 5 and 6? God is in the mid-
dle of His city, His people, which is now the church. 
Therefore, we shall not be moved! The nations and 
kingdoms, which are like mountains are moved and 

Psalms 46.1–11
Song of Kingdom Come

Game, Set, Match
Rackets trashed and their evil plans halted.
Among heathen the Lord was exalted.
Helped His own thru the menace.
Then, like loser in tennis,
Heathen raged but they just double-faulted.
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God speaks, melting the earth, but we shall not be 
moved. Do you hear the announcement of verse 7? 
The Lord of hosts, the Lord of the angelic armies is 
with us! So what if nations come and go. Our God is 
always with us. What then shall we fear? Do you un-
derstand that the God of Jacob is our refuge? Look 
at all the troubles of the man Jacob and the nation 
of Jacob. God carried Jacob through all his troubles, 
and that included the movement of great nations 
and kingdoms. His brother was after him. His fa-
ther-in-law cheated him. His wives competed with 
each other. His daughter was raped. A couple 
of his sons wiped out a village. His sons hated 
one of the youngest sons. Yet, the Lord carried 
the man through all his troubles. Selah. Stop 
for a while this week when you hear of trouble 
coming and when you are in trouble, remem-
bering that the God of Jacob is your refuge!

May 27 Psalm 46.8, 
9 

Look at the Works of the Lord 

8, 9 Come, behold the works of the LORD… 
Are you still not sure about these things? (From vv. 
1–7.) Are you still thinking that situations might 
arise where and when God is not with you? Take up 
the invitation of the sons of Korah. They invite us to 
behold the works of the Lord. What are His works 
that they want us to see? He has made desolations 
in the earth. He makes wars cease to the end of the 
earth. He breaks the bow and cuts the spear in two. 
He burns the chariot in the fire. The troubles that 
come to attack you, He disarms, or the great things 
of the earth that He disassembles, do not change 

His status with His people. 

May 28 Psalm 46.10 
Know Yahweh Is God 

10 Be still, and know that I am God… If all 
the preceding was not enough, God now speaks to 
us. Do you hear what He is saying to you? Be still. 
Cease your worrying. Cease your anxiety. Be still 
and learn something. If you learn what you need to 

learn, you will find being still easier to do, even in 
the middle of trouble. Here is what you need to stop 
and learn. Learn that Yahweh is God. Learn that He 
will be exalted among the nations. Learn that He 
will be exalted in the earth. Stop and learn who is 
your refuge and strength! Do you think that such a 
God will not be there when you are in trouble? Yah-
weh is God, the One who rules over all things. He 
is exalted in the earth. Our troubles are no problem 
for Him. 

May 29 Psalm 46.11 
Our Always Present Help 

11 The LORD of hosts is with us… This truth 
is so vital that the sons of Korah repeated it. They 
said it in verse 7, they repeated it in verse 11. The 
One who has all the angelic armies at His command 
is with us! Even as He gave Jacob, the man, refuge, 
and even as He gave Jacob the nation, that is, Is-
rael, refuge, so He gives us refuge during times of 

trouble! What more can the Psalm say?

As Paul said, “What then shall we say 
to these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us?” (Rom 8.31). Psalm 46 is power-
ful, bringing comfort to the troubled soul. Our 
nation needs to hear this Psalm. The church 
needs to hear this Psalm. When Martin Luther 
was threatened with problems, with kings and 
popes trying to kill him, he would often sing 
this Psalm. It moved him to write, “A Mighty 
Fortress.” What will knowing God as your ref-
uge and strength move you to do? The devil is 
after you! What will you do? Where will you 
go? 

The Most High God Is 
Awesome

Do not be quiet about the awesomeness of 
our God

May 30 Psalm 47
Is there anything more exciting than God? With 

other things that excite us, do we just say, “Oh,” as 

Psalms 47.1–9
Praise & Worship

All Together, Now
When the Lord all earth’s forces untether,
Then we’ll sing just like birds of a feather.
Before holiness throne,
While the heathen all groan,
He’ll keep Abraham’s kinfolk together. 
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we wonder when it will be over? Do you know who God is? Let me show you some 
things from the 47th Psalm, which was written by the sons of Korah and given to the 
chief musician to put to music. When you understand the truth of this Psalm, you 
will agree that we have to sing it. 

May 31 Psalm 47.1–4 
Our God Is Awesome 

1–4 Oh, clap your hands, all you peoples! Shout to God with the voice of triumph! 
For the LORD Most High is awesome… “Oh, clap your hands, all you peoples!” 
the sons of Korah announced! What is all the excitement about? Why make all this 
noise before God? At other times, we are to keep silent, as the prophets Zephaniah 
and Zechariah have said, “Be silent in the presence of the Lord GOD…” (Zep 1.7). 
“Be silent, all flesh, before the LORD, for He is aroused from His holy habitation!” 
(Zec 2.13). Yet, the prophet Isaiah had also written, “You who make mention of the 
LORD, do not keep silent” (Isa 62.6). As the preacher-king observed wisely, there 
is, “A time to keep silence, And a time to speak” (Ecc 3.7). And the sons of Korah 
showed us the time to speak, and to speak loudly. 
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By Don Ruhl

God dwelt among us. 
In the prologue, 1.1–18, John whetted my 

appetite with what he would reveal and he did 
not disappoint me. John said that he would 
show us the Creator (John 1.1–3). 

John said that Jesus was our life, giving us 
light, but that people did not want the light 
(John 1.4, 5). 

John produced many witnesses for the true 
identity of Jesus of Nazareth, starting with John 
the Baptizer (John 1.6–8). 

John showed what happens when we re-
ceive Jesus (John 1.9–13). 

John explained that Jesus was greater than 
the greatest of all men, John the Baptizer (John 
1.14, 15). 

To finish the intro-
duction, John showed 
what Jesus brought with 
Him from heaven (John 
1.16–18). Jesus brought 
grace and truth. He also 
brought a full declaration 
of God the Father, 
so that we 
can say if the 
Father had 
come instead 
of Jesus, there 
would have 
been no dif-
ference in the 
way He would 
have lived and what 

He would have taught, “I and My Father 
are one” (John 10.30). “He who has 

seen Me has seen the Father” (John 
14.9b). Whatever we wanted to 

know about God, 
Jesus revealed to 
us, because He 
came from the 
bosom of the 
Father. 

The mira-
cles declared 
Jesus the Cre-
ator. 

In John 20, 
John told us 
precisely why 
he wrote down 

�hat �e �earned 
�rom �hat 

�ohn �id �rite
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the miraculous signs he did, “And truly Jesus 
did many other signs in the presence of His 
disciples, which are not written in this book; 
but these are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 
believing you may have life in His name” (John 
20.30, 31). 

The miracles Jesus did, only the One in 
control of nature itself could perform. 

He bypassed the natural winemaking pro-
cess, turning water to wine. 

He bypassed medicine, healing a fatally 
sick boy in absentia by speaking it so. 

He bypassed surgery and therapy to com-
mand a paralyzed man to walk. 

He bypassed fishing, farming, and baking 
to make more food. 

He bypassed gravity and walked on water. 
He bypassed cornea transplants to make a 

man see, using only spit and dirt. 
He bypassed bodily decay to raise Lazarus 

from the dead by sheer command. 
He bypassed a third party and raised Him-

self from the dead. 
Jesus made people think spiritually. 
He wanted people to think of the spirit 

when they saw something in the flesh. They 
were preoccupied with earth, but He wanted 
them to be preoccupied with heaven, the spir-
it, and the things of God. 

Jesus revealed the Father. 
He mentioned the Father about 100 times 

in the Gospel According to John. To Jesus, ev-
erything was about His Father, both obeying 
Him, and glorifying Him. Really, what else is 
there to life? If we do not obey and glorify the 
Father, we do not have life. Is your life wrapped 

up in obeying and glorifying the Father? 
Jesus came to save people. 
He did not come to judge people, because 

in John 3.18, He said that people were judged 
already. That was why He needed to come and 
save them. Therefore, He did not nit-pick peo-
ple to pieces; He did not engage in gossip; He 
did not form factions to oppose people with 
whom He disagreed. He focused on His hour, 
because His hour meant saving the world. He 
knew that by living and then dying, He would 
save the world. 

Jesus served those who wronged Him. 
John 13 showed Jesus washing the feet 

of Judas, although Jesus knew what Judas 
would do in less than an hour afterwards. 
He served breakfast to Peter after he 
had denied the Lord three times. 

What did the Holy Spirit teach 
you in the Gospel According 
to John? John 1 showed what 
you should do with what you 
learned, “But as many as re-
ceived Him, to them He gave 
the right to become children 
of God, to those who believe in 
His name” (John 1.12). 

Do you want to receive Him, 
because you believe Him? You 
now have the right to become 
a child of God and you can be 
born of the water and the spir-
it through baptism. If you do 
not receive Him, you still live 
under judgment and you shall 
meet God in that condition. ✞

Red Quill New by Sophie of Montreal, Quebec, Canada also known as scol22 on www.sxc.hu
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The Story of the Bible By Steve Lloyd

Now the serpent was more cunning 
than any beast of the field which the 
LORD God had made. And he said 

to the woman, “Has God indeed said, 
‘You shall not eat of every tree of the 

garden’?” (Gen 3.1). 

3:1 Now the serpent was more cunning 
than any beast of the field which the 
LORD God had made. And he said to the 
woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall 
not eat of every tree of the garden’?” 

3:2 And the woman said to the serpent, 
“We may eat the fruit of the trees of 
the garden;  3 but of the fruit of the tree 
which is in the midst of the garden, God 
has said, “You shall not eat it, nor shall you 
touch it, lest you die.’ ” 

3:4 Then the serpent said to the woman, 
“You will not surely die.  5 For God knows 
that in the day you eat of it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” 

3:6 So when the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, that it was pleasant 
to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make 
one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She 
also gave to her husband with her, and he 
ate. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were 
opened, and they knew that they were 

naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together and made 
themselves coverings. 

3:8 And they heard the 
sound of the Lord God 
walking in the garden 
in the cool of the day, 
and Adam and his wife 
hid themselves from the 
presence of the Lord God 
among the trees of the 
garden. 

3:9 Then the Lord God 

called to Adam and said to him, “Where 
are you?” 10 So he said, “I heard Your 
voice in the garden, and I was afraid 
because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 

3:11 And He said, “Who told you that you 
were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree of which I commanded you that you 
should not eat?” 

3:12 Then the man said, “The woman 
whom You gave to be with me, she gave 
me of the tree, and I ate.” 

3:13 And the Lord God said to the woman, 
“What is this you have done?” The woman 
said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

3:14 So the Lord God said to the serpent:

“Because you have done this,
You are cursed more than all cattle,
And more than every beast of the field;
On your belly you shall go,
And you shall eat dust
All the days of your life. 
15 And I will put enmity
Between you and the woman,
And between your seed and her Seed;

He shall bruise your head,
And you shall bruise His heel.” 

3:16 To the woman He said:

 “I will greatly multiply your sorrow 
and your conception;

 In pain you shall bring forth children;
 Your desire shall be for your husband,
 And he shall rule over you.” 

3:17 Then to Adam He said, “Because 
you have heeded the voice of your wife, 
and have eaten from the tree of which I 
commanded you, saying, “You shall not eat 
of it’:

‘Cursed is the ground for your sake;
In toil you shall eat of it
All the days of your life. 
18 Both thorns and thistles it shall bring 

forth for you,
And you shall eat the herb of the field. 
19 In the sweat of your face you shall eat 

bread
Till you return to the ground,
For out of it you were taken;
For dust you are, 
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And to dust you shall return.” 

3:20 And Adam called his wife’s name Eve, 
because she was the mother of all living. 

3:21 Also for Adam and his wife the Lord 
God made tunics of skin, and clothed 
them. 

3:22 Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the 
man has become like one of Us, to know 
good and evil. And now, lest he put out 
his hand and take also of the tree of life, 
and eat, and live forever”—therefore the 
Lord God sent him out of the garden of 
Eden to till the ground from which he was 
taken. So He drove out the man; and He 
placed cherubim at the east of the garden 
of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned 
every way, to guard the way to the tree of 
life.

Questions:

Can you find the Garden of Eden on the 
map above? 

What was Adam and Eve told to do?

What were they told not to do?

What did they do?

What do you think about what they did?

What form did Satan take in this story?

What do you know about Satan?

Read Romans 5:12

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

How many names or descriptions can you list that refer to Satan?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

Map of Old Testament Geography. tracing 
Abraham’s Steps

The Story of the Bible 
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The Story of the Bible 
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The Fall
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�ith my lips � have declared
�ll the judgments of �our 

mouth. 
(Psalm 119.13)


