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The Nails of the Crucifixion

What would it take to nail the Son of God to a cross? 
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By Don Ruhl
What would it take to nail an ordinary 

man to a cross? 
NAILS: The nails needed to hang a 

man would need to be long, perhaps four 
to six inches. We may call them nails, but 
they would be more like spikes.

HAMMER: Moreover, it would take 
a good-sized hammer to drive this spike-
like nail through a man’s hands and feet 
into the wood. 

STRENGTH: A weakling could not 
swing such a hammer, driving that size 
of a nail into wood.

VERDICT: The man would have to 
have gone through a trial and sentence 
pronounced against him.

LAW: Finally there would have to 
be a law that allowed or demanded this 
kind of justice.

What Would It Take to 
Nail the Son of God to a 

Cross?
If we had been present at the cruci-

fixion, we would have then been able to 
see the nails driven through His hands 

and His feet. But were those nails really 
holding Him to the cross? Was there some-
thing else keeping Him there, something 
spiritual in nature?

Being the Creator of the iron for nails 
and the hammerhead and the Creator 
of the wood for the hammer handle, He 
could easily disintegrate them, making 
them of no use in crucifying Him. Yet 
this clearly did not happen. So, it must 
have been by His choice that He was 
crucified and remained on the cross until 
He died.

Is there a human, or even a group of 
humans, who are stronger than He? No. 
Thus, He could repel any human efforts 
to crucify Him.

Any government with the ability to 
make laws and to carry out those laws is 
allowed to exist by Jesus Christ, and He 
even ordains that they exist. Therefore 
if He did not want to be crucified, He 
could simply destroy that nation. Yes, 
the Romans and the Jews conspired to-
gether to kill Him, but they played into 
His hands and the hands of the Father 
without knowing it. 

Yet, He was crucified. Nails were 
driven through His hands and feet. The 

Romans did use a hammer to drive 
the nails. The Romans were men of 
strength. He had gone through five 
trials and was condemned at most of 
them. Why?

Was everything (the law, the ver-
dict, the strength and the hammer) that 
was behind the nails, holding Him to 
the cross, finally able to overpower the 
Son of God? What were the real nails 
that put Jesus on the cross? You see, 
Jesus allowed Himself to be crucified, 
because the real nails that held Him to 
the cross were not made of any metals 
from this earth, but were spiritual.

Matthew 26:51–53 demonstrates 
for us that Jesus could have stopped 
the crucifixion merely by calling on 
the angels, “And suddenly, one of those 
who were with Jesus stretched out his 
hand and drew his sword, struck the 
servant of the high priest, and cut off 
his ear. Then Jesus said to him, ‘Put 

your sword in its place, for all who take 
the sword will perish by the sword. Or 
do you think that I cannot now pray to 
My Father, and He will provide Me with 
more than twelve legions of angels?’”

The Nail of Love 
John 15:13 reveals the greatest thing 

that one friend can do for another, and it 
is what Jesus did for us, “Greater love has 
no one than this, than to lay down one’s 
life for his friends.” Men hated Jesus, but 
it was not their hate that declared Him 
worthy of crucifixion and that drove the 
nails through His body. It was His love 
for us that drove Him to the cross. And it 
was His love for us that kept Him on the 
cross. For once He began to go through 
the awful pain we certainly could not 
blame Him, if He had decided to come 
down from the cross. Yet, His love caused 
Him to endure the physical pain for six 
hours till He died.

The Nails of the Crucifixion

What would it take to nail the Son of God to a cross? 

Continued on page 7
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Meditating on Scripture Daily
Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Romans
Nov. 1 Ro. 2:1 Self-Condemnation

1 Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge… 
If it is wrong for the other guy to sin, is it wrong for me to sin? What makes 
me think I can judge him, but still do the same sin myself? If it is wrong, 
it is wrong for all, including for me. Does judging others make me look 
better to God? Can I cover by sin by criticizing others? 

Ro. 2:2 Judgment and Truth
2 But we know that the judgment of God is according to truth… See 

how Paul contrasted the truth that God’s judgment is in truth against 
those who practice such things with those who believe that their judgment 
against other sinners frees them from the judgment of God? The judgment 
of God is according to truth. Is the truth the same for all people? Spiritual 
truth is like natural truth. For example, the law of gravity is the same for 
all people, even for those who tell others that they should not violate the 
law of gravity. 

Nov. 2 Ro. 2:3 Are We Free From Being Judged?
3 And do you think this, O man, you who judge those practicing such 

things… Why does the judge in this case; believe that he will escape the 
judgment of God? Is God partial in judgment? 

Ro. 2:4 What Brought You to Repentance?
4 Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and long-

suffering… Why did you repent of your sins? Is it possible that the people 
of 1:18–32 can or will repent? Should we be harsh toward them? Should 
we not be as God is toward us, full of goodness, forbearance, and longsuf-
fering? Is God good toward those who are evil? In what ways is He good 
toward them? Can we do this? Is God forbearing toward those who are evil? 
What does it mean to be forbearing? Can we do this? Is God longsuffering 
toward those who are evil? What does it mean to be longsuffering? Can we 
do this? Think of God’s mercy. How long did He take to create the world? 
How long did He take to destroy Noah’s world? 

Nov. 3 Ro. 2:5–11 God’s Impartial Judgment
5–11 But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent 

heart you are treasuring up for yourself… How do some treasure up wrath? 
God’s judgment is in accordance with what? To whom does He render 
eternal life? To whom does He render indignation, wrath, tribulation, and 
anguish? Who gets glory, honor, and peace? Who gets it first? Who gets 
it second? Why does this order exist? Why does Paul add that there is no 
partiality with God? 

Nov. 4 Ro. 2:12–16 Secrets and Jesus
12–16 For as many as have sinned without law will also perish without 

law, and as many as have sinned in the law will be judged by the law… 
Will those outside the law of God escape His judgment? Remember the 
teachings of chapter 1. Does living in the law of God allow us to escape 
the judgment of God? Who is justified in the sight of God? Is it possible 

to do the right things without knowing the law of God? Is it possible to 
know the law of God, but not do it? For those unfamiliar with the law 
of God, how are they accused or excused? What part does the Gospel of 
Christ play in the judgment? 

Self-Teaching
Do you teach yourself what you teach others?

Romans 2:17–24
Nov. 5 Ro. 2:17–20 Are You Confident of Your Position?

17–20 …make your boast in God, 18 and know His will, and approve the 
things that are excellent… What was Paul doing with his series of questions? 
Are there people who boast of their spiritual position? Can we or should we 
boast of such? Consider Titus 3:1–3ff. (See also Luke 18:9–14.) 

Ro. 2:21a Self-Teaching
21a You, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? 

Does being a teacher of others, exclude teaching ourselves? Are we saved 
by hearing alone? Likewise, are we saved by teaching alone? What matters 
in the sight of God? 

Nov. 6 Ro. 2:21b–23 Practice What You Preach?
21b–23 You who preach that a man should not steal, do you steal?… 

Should the Jews practice what they preach? Should preachers practice what 
they preach? Should all Christians practice what they preach? Are we not 
all subject to the same law of God? Are non-leaders excused from sin that 
leaders are not? 

Ro 2:24 The World Blasphemes God
24 For “the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because 

of you,” as it is written. Does my behavior in the world dishonor God? 
Does my behavior in the world honor God? Do I weigh myself on the 
same scales on which I weigh others? Do I expect more from others than 
I do from myself? 

The True Jew
Is it a matter of the flesh or of the spirit?

Romans 2:25–29
Nov. 7 Ro. 2:25–27 Circumcision and Uncircumcision

25–27 For circumcision is indeed profitable if… Was circumcision 
part of the law of God? What happened if the Jew did not keep this com-
mandment? The penalty for failing to keep this commandment was death. 
However, what good was circumcision, if the Jew did not keep the rest of 
the law? Likewise, what good is baptism if we do not keep the entire will of 
Christ? Was God simply looking for the males to cut their flesh? Therefore, 
if the uncircumcised man did the righteous requirements of the law, was 
he circumcised in the spirit, as far as God was concerned? Did he not then 
become a judge of the one who has the law and circumcision, but did not 
do what the law says? 

This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it 
day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then 

you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 
Joshua 1:8
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Ro. 2:28, 29 Who Is a Jew?
28, 29 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly… What makes one a 

Jew? Is it something outward or inward? Is it circumcision of the flesh or 
the spirit? Is it praise from men or God? 

God Is True, Even If Every Man Is a Liar
God is righteous in His pronouncements, al-

though the world disagrees with Him
Romans 3:1–8

Nov. 8 Ro. 3:1, 2 What About the Jew?
1, 2 What advantage then has the Jew… What prompted Paul’s ques-

tion in verse 1? Look at the text without the chapter and verse divisions, 
starting with 1:28, 29 and you may see the answer. What did he just teach 
in 1:28, 29? What prompted that teaching? Again, look backwards through 
the text and you will see that Paul was not arguing that being Jewish was 
wrong or a disadvantage. If was not arguing those things, what was he 
arguing? He was arguing that claiming to be of Jewish blood did not make 
a person acceptable to God automatically. Claiming to follow the Law did 
not mean that it was so. What was the Jew’s advantage? What was the profit 
of circumcision? There were and are many advantages and much profit. Of 
all the reasons, which did Paul list? He pointed out that the God entrusted 
the Jews with His oracles. Why was it a blessing that God committed to 
the Jews the oracles of God? What would you think and do, if the God of 
heaven handed you a Book for safekeeping, and for worldwide teaching? 
You would feel honored! Has God done this to us in the church? Read First 
Thessalonians 2:4 and Matthew 28:18–20. 

Nov. 9 Ro. 3:3, 4 God Is True
3, 4 For what if some did not believe? Will their unbelief make the 

faithfulness of God without effect?… Some Jews did not believe. Did that 
change what Paul said in verse 2? No, because God by His grace and mercy 
still committed to the Jews His Scriptures. Did their unbelief deny God’s 
faithfulness? What faithfulness of God’s was Paul meaning? This is a refer-
ence to the oracles of God. What are the oracles of God all about? God has 
promised things, but no one can disannul or prevent God’s faithfulness to 
His promises, not even those people in whose trust He had committed the 
writing of those promises. Upon what basis did Paul say the unbelief of the 
Jews did not make the faithfulness of God without effect? God is true, even 
if every man is a liar! This is not only useful for Paul’s argumentation, but 
it is a useful interpretation tool and it is a useful analyzing tool for things 
that we hear and see. This is backed up by David in Psalm 51:4, which Paul 
quoted in Romans 3:4. David wrote Psalm 51 after his sin with Bathsheba 
and against Uriah, yet, he confessed that God was right, because David’s 
sin did not void the righteousness or faithfulness of God, even when God 
made David suffer for his sin. 

Nov. 10 Ro. 3:5, 6 
Demonstrating the Righteousness of God

5, 6 But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God… 
Does our unrighteous demonstrate the righteousness of God? It does when 
He deals with that unrighteousness in a righteous way. Shall we then become 
unrighteous that His righteousness might be seen? Why does Paul ask the 
second question of verse 5? If we answer yes to the first question, someone 
might argue that it is unjust of God to inflict wrath on the unrighteous, 
because their unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, and 
that last item is a good thing. How then, some reason, can God punish 
the one who demonstrates God’s righteousness? However, is God just for 
inflicting wrath on the unrighteous? 

Nov. 11 Ro. 3:5, 6 
Demonstrating the Righteousness of God

5, 6 But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God… 
Why does Paul add parenthetically, “(I speak as a man.)”? What is Paul’s 
answer? (Found in verse 6.) If it is unjust for God to inflict wrath on the 
unrighteous (1:18 introduced this truth), how shall He judge the world? This 
implies that the world needs to be judged. Why does the world need to be 
judged? The world will never be brought to a realization of its sin without 
judgment, which means they will never come to Christ, which means they 
will never become God’s people that He may become their God and dwell 
among them. Moreover, His holiness demands the removal of unrighteous-

ness. For those who repent, He removes their unrighteousness through 
forgiveness. For those who do not repent, He pours out His wrath. 

Nov. 12 Ro. 3:7, 8 Do Evil That Good May Come?
7, 8 For if the truth of God has increased through my lie to His glory, 

why am I also still judged as a sinner?… In these two verses, for the first time 
in the Letter to the Romans, you can hear Paul arguing against some who 
made false or slanderous charges against him. What was the charge? They 
slandered him as teaching that since our unrighteousness demonstrates the 
righteousness of God, we, therefore, should do evil that good may occur. 
He reasons that if that is true, no one can call him a sinner, which is what 
they were doing, because he is bringing glory to God. Is that what Paul was 
teaching? What is proper for those who made this slanderous report of Paul? 
Paul says, “Their condemnation is just.” We cannot believe or accept every 
charge that is thrown out about someone, because there is such a thing as 
false witnessing, punishable under the Law of Moses by death. “It’s never 
right to do wrong to do right” (Courson, p. 890). 

The World: Guilty!
Are Jews better than Greeks? Are Greeks better 

than Jews?
Romans 3:9–20

Nov. 13 Ro. 3:9 Who Is Better? 
What has Paul been arguing since 3:1? He was arguing that it was or 

is advantageous to be Jew, especially during the time of the Law of Moses. 
However, does that advantage make the Jew better than all others? No, and 
this is what he addressed next. 

9 …we have previously charged both Jews and Greeks that they are all 
under sin. Why does Paul ask these questions? Think of it this way: Which 
race, nationality, tribe, people, or tongue is better than the rest? Are Jews 
better than Greeks? Are Greeks better than Jews? Are the French better 
than Americans? Are Americans better than the French? Are men better 
than women? Are women better than men? How does Paul answer his, 
and even, our questions? Sin is the great equalizer! We are all second-class 
citizens behind the great King of kings! Why then do we look down upon 
others? Why are we so critical of other people who are nothing more than 
sinners just like us? 

Nov. 14 Ro. 3:10–18 
Scripture Condemns Everyone

10–18 As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not one…” The 
Old Testament was strong in its declaration of the sinfulness of the Jews 
and of all humanity. There is more from the Old Testament that Paul did 
not quote: “…for there is no one who does not sin…” (1Ki. 8:46). “Who 
can say, ‘I have made my heart clean, I am pure from my sin’“? (Pr. 20:9). 
“For there is not a just man on earth who does good And does not sin” 
(Ec. 7:20). “The faithful man has perished from the earth, and there is no 
one upright among men. They all lie in wait for blood; Every man hunts 
his brother with a net” (Mi. 7:2). Likewise, the New Testament is strong, 
which is why Paul was quoting this material with full Holy-Spirit-approval. 
How does Paul end his list as sort of the crown, the root, and center of all 
evil? He said there is no fear of God before their eyes. Why is the lack of 
the fear of God the problem? 

Nov. 15 Ro. 3:19 The Law Stops Every Mouth
19 …every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become 

guilty before God (Rom. 3:19). This is the culmination of Paul’s argument 
since 1:14. He started by writing that he was a debtor and indeed wanted 
to preach the gospel to all people. He had been showing since that verse 
that all people are sinners. At 3:9, he hinted that this was where he was 
going. Now, he pronounces all people guilty of sin before God. The Law 
stops every mouth from saying what? If every mouth can understand that 
it cannot say anything against God or anything as an explanation for sin, 
and that they are all guilty before God, then they will understand that they 
are under the condemnation of God. What does that mean, according to 
1:18? However, does the story end there? No, this was why Paul was ready 
to preach the gospel. Remember “gospel” means “good news.” The good 
news is that the righteousness of God is in the gospel, and this is good news 
because it is our unrighteousness that has gotten us into trouble. If we hear, 
believe, and obey the gospel, Paul said in 1:16 that we can be saved, that 
is, be saved from the wrath of God! 
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Nov. 16 Ro. 3:20 The Purpose of the Law
20 …by the law is the knowledge of sin. It is impossible for anyone 

to be justified by the Law. Why is it that by the deeds of the Law no flesh 
will be justified? Remember what Paul just said in verse 19. If there is no 
justification by the deeds of the Law, what purpose then was the Law? The 
Law still serves this purpose. This is why Christians must know the Old 
Testament. Think of what Paul just did; did he not use the Law to make 
his point? 

Nov. 17 Ro. 3:9–20 The Law and the Gospel
Grubbs explains the contrast between the Gospel and the Law in how 

each deals with God and man. 
The Gospel is powerful to save because it reveals God’s righteousness; 

the law is powerless because it reveals man’s sinfulness. The thought of the 
Letter to the Romans is that of God’s All-Sufficiency as contrasted with 
Man’s Insufficiency (Grubbs, p. 58). 

Also, Grubbs (p.33) takes Romans 1:16 and compares it with the rest 
of Paul’s argument in Romans.

 The Gospel versus The Law
 
 The Power versus Legal Weakness, 
   8:3, 4
 Of God versus Human Righteousness, 
   10:1–3
 Unto Salvation versus Legal Condemnation, 
   7:9, 10
 To every One  versus Jewish Exclusiveness, 
   3:21–23; 10:11–13
 That Believes  versus Legal Works, 
   9:30–32; 10:3–5 

Therefore, Grubbs concludes, “It is only through the Gospel that salva-
tion is possible; for, the Gospel fulfills the law, sets aside its curse, perfects it 
moral tone, and intensifies and sanctifies its moral obligations” (p. 58).

We Are All the Same Before God
We have all sinned, so we are all saved the same 

way
Romans 3:21–26

Nov. 18 Ro. 3:21, 22a 
Discover God’s Righteousness

21, 22a But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is re-
vealed… Why did Paul begin verse 21 with the words “But now”? To know 
the answer, remember what he just taught in the previous verses. By the 
Law came the knowledge of sin. God does not leave us at this point, but 
He revealed His righteousness apart from the Law. Did the Law and the 
Prophets speak of this righteousness? They gave witness to His righteous-
ness. How is the righteousness of God acquired? It is through faith in Jesus 
Christ. “Faith is only as good as its object” (Wiersbe, p. 37). Therefore, if 
the object of your faith is Jesus Christ your faith is supreme. Since all are 
sinners, who can taste of this righteousness? 

Nov. 19 Ro. 3:22b–24 
We All Stand Equal Before God

22b–24 For there is no difference; for all have sinned… Why does 
Paul begin with, “For there is no difference”? He just argued forcefully 
that the righteousness of God comes through faith in Christ to all who 
believe. Therefore, there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek or 
other classes of people. And why is that according to verse 23? Everyone 
has sinned. What does sin mean? The literal meaning is that of missing the 
mark. What is the mark that we want to hit? Look at the verse this way, 
“All have missed and fall short of the glory of God.” Imagine shooting an 
arrow at a target, and the target is the glory of God. However, for various 
reasons our arrow falls short. The moment we sin, we add a weight to the 
arrow (Heb. 12). Since all people are under this condemnation, they are 
all freely justified by His grace. It has to be this way, because by the deeds 
of the Law no flesh is justified in His sight (v. 20). Since this is true, how 
is it that we can even be justified by faith? How was grace made available? 
It is through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. What is redemption? 

It means to buy back. Therefore, Jesus Christ bought us, keeping us from 
going into the wrath of God. The details of this are given in the next two 
verses. 

Nov. 20 Ro. 3:25, 26 Jesus Is the Answer
25, 26 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through 

faith, to demonstrate His righteousness… How did God through Christ 
redeem us? God did this by setting forth Jesus as a propitiation. What is a 
propitiation? It is to make favorably inclined; to appease. When did this 
take place? Since it was done “by His blood,” we know that it happened at 
the crucifixion. We are justified freely, but look at the cost to God and to 
Jesus! By this God demonstrated His righteousness. How did this demon-
strate His righteousness? What did God do concerning the sins that were 
previously committed? In His forbearance He passed over them. What 
does this mean? By doing these things He proves that all are under sin. 
Therefore, He Himself can be just, and the Justifier of the one, that is, of 
anyone who has faith in Jesus. 

Who Can Boast?
No one has a right to boast!
Nov. 21 Romans 3:27–31

Consider Wiersbe’s summation of this section, “But how can a holy God 
forgive guilty people? Is that lawful? If our judges did that, society would 
fall apart. But God the Law Giver and Judge obeyed His own law, died for 
us, and paid the penalty for our sins. The Judge is now the Savior!” (Bible 
Commentary: New Testament, p. 118). 

Ro. 3:27 Can We Boast?
27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded… Why does Paul ask this 

question? Remember what he wrote in 3:9. What did he conclude in 
3:10–26? Who then can boast? Therefore, boasting is excluded. What Law 
excludes boasting? 

Nov. 22 Ro. 3:28 Justification
28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith… If boast-

ing is excluded, how are we justified? We are justified by faith. Is that faith 
rooted in the deeds of the Law? 

Ro. 3:29, 30 God of All
29, 30 Or is He the God of the Jews only? Is He not also the God of the 

Gentiles? Yes… The deeds of the Law were required of what people? The 
Jews. If justification came through the deeds of the Law only, then God is 
the God of the Jews only. Is He not also the God of the Gentiles? How do 
we know that He is the God of the Gentiles also? What did Paul write in 
chapter 1? That chapter showed that the Gentiles are also accountable to 
God. Moreover, if the deeds of the Law do not justify a man, that removes 
the Law, the thing that separated the Jews from the Gentiles. Therefore, 
the Jew is on the same footing as the Gentile. Therefore, the same God can 
justify both by and through faith. 

Nov. 23 Ro. 3:31 Law and Faith
31 Do we then make void the law through faith? Certainly not… 

Understand the relationship between the Law and faith. Does the faith 
void the Law? Why does Paul ask that question? What does the faith do in 
relation to the Law? It establishes the Law. How does it establish the Law? 
Consider Matthew 5 and the relationship of Jesus and the Law. What Jesus 
says here is the grounds for Paul’s comments, “Do not think that I came to 
destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. 
For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one 
tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled” (Mt. 5:17, 18). 
Romans 10 shows the goal of the Law. Has this goal been reached? If it 
has, does that mean that the way to the goal is no good? Listen to Paul 
later in the Letter to the Romans, “For Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to everyone who believes” (Ro. 10:4). Since we have arrived 
at that point, the Law God has removed the Law. Galatians 3 shows how 
the Law brings us to Christ. Therefore, if I have faith in Christ, I fulfill or 
establish the Law. (Read Galatians 3:19–25.) Revelation 19 shows what 
was behind all prophecy, “And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said 
to me, ‘See that you do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and of your 
brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony 
of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy’” (Re. 19:10). Do not understand the Old 
and New Testaments as antagonists, but they work in harmony to bring 
us salvation. 
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Abraham and the Law
Was Abraham justified by the Law?

Romans 4:1–8
Nov. 24 Ro. 4:1–3 What About Abraham?

1–3 What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found ac-
cording to the flesh?… Why do you think Paul brings up Abraham? He is 
the father of the Hebrew nation. He is the father of the faithful. Therefore, 
what better argument can be presented that shows justification cannot be 
by the Law? What is the answer to Paul’s question in verse 1? Was Abraham 
justified by works? Was he justified by the works of the Law? No, because he 
preceded the Law. If he can be justified without the Law, can we? If he was 
justified by works, can he boast before God? Later, works will be involved 
in Abraham’s justification (Ja. 2:21), but his initial justification came before 
those works. When does the Scripture first reckon something to him for 
righteousness? In verse 3, Paul quoted from the Book of Genesis. What part 
of Genesis is it, and what is the incident to which Paul refers? Look at the 
references that may be in your Bible for verse 3. In Genesis 15, God said 
that He was Abraham’s shield and exceedingly great reward. Yet, Abraham 
countered that he had not received a son to begin to fulfill the promise of 
having a nation. Here is the further promise that God made, “And behold, 
the word of the LORD came to him, saying, ‘This one shall not be your 
heir, but one who will come from your own body shall be your heir.’ Then 
He brought him outside and said, ‘Look now toward heaven, and count 
the stars if you are able to number them.’ And He said to him, ‘So shall 
your descendants be.’ And he believed in the LORD, and He accounted 
it to him for righteousness” (Ge. 15:4–6). What did God ask Abraham to 
do? Did he do any work? Did he earn anything? What does the Bible say 
Abraham did? What did God do in response? Was this justification before 
or after Abraham’s circumcision? Circumcision took place later, as Genesis 
17 shows. Therefore, his justification preceded his works. 

Nov. 25 Ro. 4:4 Grace Versus Debt
4 Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as 

debt. Why does Paul make this statement? Does God owe us anything? Yet, 
we do have things, namely, salvation. Did He save us because He owed it 
to us, or He loved us and gave it to us? 

Ro. 4:5–8 David’s Testimony
5–8 But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies 

the ungodly… When did Paul say God accounts faith for righteousness? Is 
it through works, that is, the works of the Law? No, it happens when we 
believe that God can justify the ungodly! Why is that significant? Would 
we justify the ungodly? What do we want to do to the ungodly? God gives 
the ungodly another chance, and then offers forgiveness. Interestingly, look 
who Paul quoted next. He had been dealing with the Law, which means 
he had been presenting Moses to us. Then he referred to Abraham. Next, 
he quoted David. Look at these men: 

• Abraham received the Promises. 
• Moses received the Law. 
• David received the Kingdom. 

Yet, they all testify in one way or another that justification does not 
come through the Law. What comes through the Law is the knowledge of 
sin, followed by the wrath of God. Therefore, consider the quotation from 
David. Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven. They are lawless, 
not lawful. Their “deeds” or “works” have been contrary to the Law of God. 
Therefore, if man is to be blessed, it does not come through the Law and 
especially not through the works of the Law. 

Whom Does God Bless?
Are blessings reserved for the Jews only?

Romans 4:9–12
Nov. 26 Ro. 4:9a Upon Whom Is the Blessing?

9a Does this blessedness then come upon the circumcised only, or upon 
the uncircumcised also? To what blessedness did Paul refer? It is the bless-
ing to which David referred, that of forgiveness. Both Abraham and David 
were blessed. One was blessed before his circumcision and the other after 
his circumcision. So, are the blessings of God for the circumcised only? 
If the Jew answers yes, he excludes Abraham. But if Abraham is included, 

then the Gentiles can be included. Also, by using the example of David, 
Paul showed that the Jew could be justified also. Remember Paul was not 
condemning the Law, but he was showing its proper place. We would not 
know of the need for the blessing, if the Law had not convinced us of our 
need for it. 

Nov. 27 Ro. 4:9b–12 The Timing in Abraham
9b–12 For we say that faith was accounted to Abraham for righteous-

ness… What was accounted to Abraham for righteousness? Was it his 
circumcision, or his faith? When or why does his circumcision come into 
play? It was a sign. Circumcision was a sign of what? Genesis 17:10, 11 
explains. It was a seal of the righteousness of his faith. This made him the 
father of what or whom? What must we do with the steps of Abraham? We 
must walk in them. What does this include? 

The Faith Required
If we are to have the faith of Abraham, what was 

his faith like?
Romans 4:13–22

Nov. 28 Ro. 4:13 Previous to the Law
13 For the promise that he would be the heir of the world… Did the 

promise to Abraham come through the Law? The promise came before the 
Law. The promise came because of his faith. 

Ro. 4:14, 15 The Inheritance
14 For if those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made… If being an 

heir comes through the Law, what does that do to faith and to the promise? 
The Law does not bring a blessing. Was that the fault of the Law? What 
does the Law bring? If there is no Law, there is no transgression. If there 
is Law, what then is there? There is transgression. If there is transgression, 
there is wrath. Truly, the Law did come, not to bring wrath, but to show 
the world its sin, and that sin brings wrath. However, the point of the Book 
of Romans is that there is good news. What is the good news? Remember 
1:16–18. 

Nov. 29 Ro. 4:16–22 Abraham’s Faith
16 Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that 

the promise might be sure to all the seed… Therefore, we need faith so that 
we may receive grace from God, not wrath. So, if it is of faith, all people 
can be part of the blessings of God. Paul even quoted God in the Book of 
Genesis promising to Abraham that he was to be the father of many nations. 
This is more than Israel. Who then does it include? It includes all those 
who are of the faith of Abraham, which can include Israel living under 
the Law, or those without the Law. Starting midway through verse 17, see 
Paul display the power of God and Abraham’s belief in that power. What 
two things does God do? (v. 17). He gives life to the dead and He calls 
those things which do not exist as though they did. Did Abraham believe 
that God can do those two things? Yes, although it was contrary to hope. 
Was he weak in faith? (v. 19). There was the temptation to be weak. What 
were the two temptations in verse 19? The deadness of his body, and the 
deadness of Sarah’s womb, so that from a human, naturalistic, or scientific 
view it was not possible for them to have children. Rather than wavering, 
what three things did he do in verses 20 and 21? He was strengthened in 
faith. He gave glory to God. He was fully convinced that God was able to 
keep His promises. In verse 22, what did God do? 

Why These Things Were Written
Why do we need to know about Abraham?

Romans 4:23–25
Nov. 30 Ro. 4:23, 24a Written for Us

23, 24a Now it was not written for his sake alone… What was written 
for Abraham’s sake? What is written in Genesis, he could not read, for it 
was written after him. Is what is written in the Scriptures also written in 
heaven? Do the inhabitants of heaven, know what is written in the Bible? 
If Genesis was not written for Abraham, for whom then was the record in 
Genesis written? Was it written for the Jew only? Was it not also written 
for us? Why do we need to know what is written about Abraham? Why do 
we need to know about Abraham’s justification? What do we learn from 
Abraham? ✞
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The Nail of Obedience 
It is true that the Romans cruci-

fied Jesus at the instigation of the 
Jews, and both of those parties were 
held accountable for their wicked deed 
(Acts 2). It is also true that the Romans 
and the Jews were only able to crucify 
Jesus because He and the Father allowed 
it. From John 10:17, 18 the reader learns 
that the Father had given Jesus a command 
to die on the Roman cross and He was 
obedient to His Father, “Therefore My 
Father loves Me, because I lay down My 
life that I may take it again. No one takes 
it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. 
I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it again. This command I 
have received from My Father.” 

The Nail of Our Sin 
Again we agree, that, literally speak-

ing, the Romans and the Jews were the 
ones who crucified Jesus Christ, yet as I 
have shown you, both the Father and the 
Son allowed this to happen. Why? We say 
that it was love for us, and that Jesus was 
obeying His Father. Why was it a sign of 
love? We had committed sin. Romans 
6:23 is blunt, but truthful, showing that 
our sin brought something horrible upon 
us, “For the wages of sin is death, but the 
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” Thus, when Jesus died in our 
place, He provided a way for us to escape 
eternal death. This was the way decreed by 
the Father, and Jesus was obedient to His 
Father. The Romans and the Jews certainly 
were not the only ones in the history of the 
world to have sin. From Romans 4:25, we 
quickly come to the realization that you 
and I are also guilty of sin, meaning that 
Jesus died in our places also, so that our 
sin is also responsible for His crucifixion, 

for Jesus, “…was delivered up because of 
our offenses, and was raised because of 
our justification.” 

The Nail of the 
Testimony of Jesus 

How could people kill the loving 
Jesus? John 7:7 gives the answer, “The 
world cannot hate you, but it hates Me 
because I testify of it that its works are 
evil.” So we could say that it was the hate 
of the world that crucified Jesus, but 
what I am wanting us to see here is that 
what ignited their hate for Him was the 
preaching of the carpenter. He offended 
them with the truth, telling them that 
their works were evil. This was a way to 
open their eyes that they might see their 
own sin and be drawn to Him who could 
forgive their sin. However, John 3:19–21 
reveals the typical response of the world 
to exposure of its sin, “And this is the 
condemnation, that the light has come 
into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were 
evil. For everyone practicing evil hates the 
light and does not come to the light, lest 
his deeds should be exposed. But he who 
does the truth comes to the light, that his 
deeds may be clearly seen, that they have 
been done in God.” 

The Nail of the 
Fulfillment of Scripture 

It had been prophesied that Jesus 
would suffer, even that He would be 
crucified. Isaiah 53:4–6 clearly brought 
to light His suffering, though it did not 
reveal exactly how He would suffer, 
“Surely He has borne our griefs and car-
ried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him 
stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 
But He was wounded for our transgres-
sions, He was bruised for our iniquities; 

the chastisement for our peace was upon 
Him, and by His stripes we are healed. All 
we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned, every one, to his own way; and 
the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity 
of us all.” 

Psalm 22 is so accurate concerning 
the crucifixion and the suffering that Je-
sus would experience centuries later that 
we wonder how He managed, knowing 
that the agonies expressed in this psalm 
would one day be His. Notice especially 
verses 14–17, which are very vivid about 
a crucifixion, “I am poured out like water, 
And all My bones are out of joint; My 
heart is like wax; It has melted within Me. 
My strength is dried up like a potsherd, 
And My tongue clings to My jaws; You 
have brought Me to the dust of death. 
For dogs have surrounded Me; The as-
sembly of the wicked has enclosed Me. 
They pierced My hands and My feet; I 
can count all My bones. They look and 
stare at Me.” 

These are just two of the many Old 
Testament prophecies of the One who 
would die for us, and God is always true 
to His word, therefore, Jesus had to be 
crucified. We turn to Matthew 26:54 and 
find that Jesus Christ had to die to fulfill 
what had been prophesied concerning 
Him, “How then could the Scriptures be 
fulfilled, that it must happen thus?” 

Even as Scripture was fulfilled in His 
death, so will Scripture be filled in our 
deaths. God spoke plainly through the 
prophets about the death of Jesus Christ. 
From John 5:28, 29 you will see that God 
has also spoken plainly through the New 
Testament what shall happen to us, “Do 
not marvel at this; for the hour is coming 
in which all who are in the graves will 
hear His voice and come forth—those 
who have done good, to the resurrection 
of life, and those who have done evil, to 
the resurrection of condemnation.” 

Are you ready for the great resurrec-
tion? ✞

Continued from page 2
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It is simply water cascading over 
rocks, yet the sound of a mountain 
brook is music to our ears. It would not 
be the same, if the rocks were removed. 
Think about it: the rocks help create the 
soothing sound.

What are rocks in a stream, but 
hindrances in the path of the brook? 
The water must fight to move on, so 
that what we hear as music is really a 
war being fought between the water 
and the rocks!

We are brooks, each one with our 
own song, because we each have our 
own rocks with which we must fight 
in order to go on in life. What would 
happen if the rocks were removed? The 
song in our lives would disappear, and 
we would reach the end sooner.

The rocks in our lives, the problems 
that we face, make us better people, if we 
learn to cascade over those rocks, as the 
brook does. When we learn to cascade 

over the rocks in our lives, to work with 
them instead of just being frustrated that 
they are there, then beautiful songs are 
created in our lives. The song of experi-
ence. The song of maturity. The song 
of stability. The song of wisdom. The 
song of strength.

These truths are contained in 
Scripture. “We…glory in tribulations, 
knowing that tribulation produces per-
severance; and perseverance, character; 
and character, hope” (Romans 5:3, 4). 
“My brethren, count it all joy when you 
fall into various trials, knowing that the 
testing of your faith produces patience. 
But let patience have its perfect work, 
that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking nothing” (James 1:2–4). 

God allows rocks to get in our way 
as we cascade through life, but He does 
not do it in order to hurt us, rather to 
make us better, and to give us the beauty 
of experience. The rocks show us that 

God is directing us, even as rocks in 
a brook help direct the course of the 
water. Maybe we are heading down a 
path that will only make us a stagnant 
pool, so God brings in the rocks that 
we may go in a direction that keeps us 
fresh, like water that rolls over the rocks. 
Frustration does not make the rocks 
go away, but only makes them greater, 
hence more difficult to go over.

The rocks also teach us of our need 
for God to direct our lives, as Moses told 
Israel, “So He humbled you, allowed 
you to hunger, and fed you with manna 
which you did not know nor did your 
fathers know, that He might make you 
know that man shall not live by bread 
alone; but man lives by every word that 
proceeds from the mouth of the Lord” 
(Deuteronomy 8:3).

Therefore instead of wishing that 
the rocks were not there, let us cascade 
over them, making beautiful music. ✞

If The 
Rocks Were 
Removed…

The brook would 
lose its song

By Don Ruhl
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Meditation Tips

�editating on the �criptures
(Part 4, The Conclusion) 
By Charles H. Spurgeon

But perhaps, after all, the best reason, 
at least the best to clench all the other 
reasons I have given, why we should spend 
much time in meditation, is, because medita-
tion then becomes easier to us. I never did 
light an oven-fire in my life, but I have heard 
that sometimes when a baker goes to light a 
coal-oven, if his fuel be a little damp, he gets 
no blaze; but after the fire is once up, then 
he may throw in what he will, and everything 
is speedily consumed by the vehement heat. 
So sometimes you and I feel our hearts to 
be like cold ovens, and we try to put some 
fresh truth in, but it will not burn. But ah! 
when the heart gets hot and the fire is roar-
ing, then even such damp material as I am 
able to give you on Sabbath-days will burn 
right well, and the feeble words of a poor 
servant of God will make your hearts hot 
within you. 

We can meditate better after we have 
addicted ourselves to a meditative frame. 
When we have mused a little, then the fire 
begins to burn; and you will perceive, that 

as the fire burns, meditation gets easier, and 
then the heart gets warm; and oh! what holy 
affections, what blessed excitements those 
have who are much alone with Christ! 

Such a man never has a cold heart or a 
slack hand who is much in meditation with 
his Lord Jesus; his heart comes to be like a 
mass of molten lead, and ere long he veri-
fies the experience of the Psalmist, and can 
make my text his own. “Then spake I with my 
tongue,” He cannot help it, for this lava will 
soon be running over in burning hot words; 
and if this man should be a preacher, he will 
preach with holy power; his heart being hot, 
his words will burn their way into his hear-
ers* hearts. Nor will it end there, but this hot 
heart will soon make a hot hand, and the 
man who once has his soul full of Christ will 
not have his hand empty for Christ. Now he 
will work; now he will preach for Christ; now 
he will pray, now he will plead with sinners; 
now he will be in earnest; now he will weep; 
now he will agonize; now he will wrestle with 
the angel, and now he will prevail; for, as 
the fire burneth, his whole being gets into a 
glow; and the man, like a pillar of fire, warms 
those who are found about him, burns his 
way to the glory of success, and gives his 
Master fresh renown.
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