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If I could have written the script for my life, I would 
not have written it the way it has played itself out. 
I am 54 years old, a gospel preacher, married with 

two children and six beautiful grandchildren. My wife 
and I care for four of those precious souls because my 
daughter, their mother, is in a state mandated drug 
rehabilitation center. She was initially sentenced to 3 
years prison for forging and cashing checks, stealing 

mail, and identity theft. Her prison sentence was waived 
and, instead, she was placed in a state rehabilitation 
program. Though she was not arrested or charged for 
it, the officials knew her problem was drugs.

My sister-in-law introduced our daughter to Mari-
juana when she was 14 years old. She called me years 
later to say she was sorry. She said, “I knew she would 
try the stuff eventually. I just wanted to provide a safe 

environment for her to try it.” My daughter’s first taste 
of drugs acted on her the same way “Turkish delight” 
worked on Edward in C. S. Lewis’ book The Lion, the 
Witch, and the Wardrobe. 

At first we had no idea she was using drugs, but 
two things alerted us to the fact that there was a prob-
lem—her attitude toward family and proper living, 
which tended to isolate her from family and fellow-

Coping with a Child on Drugs
Anonymous

The author of this article sent the following note, Editor
[Note: I have chosen to submit this article anonymously not to unnecessarily hide from the embarrassment or shame that could accompany the telling of our 

story, but to protect our daughter from any unnecessary criticisms. Those with whom I work know the story and will recognize it when they read it. The purpose for 
writing it is to let those of you who have lived the same nightmare know you are not alone. God and your brothers and sisters in Christ will help see you through it. 
There is hope.]
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ship, and the disappearance of things: money, jewelry, 
cameras, even the car. She treated us like archenemies 
and attempted to manipulate us with anger, accusing us 
of being “unfair” and not understanding her. Nothing 
made sense until I received a phone call from a friend, 
informing me that our daughter had a drug problem. 
Now everything made sense.

A Journey into a Far Country
Our daughter left home when she was 18 years 

old to live with a friend who had just divorced her 
husband. Eventually, she “hooked up” with the man 
who would eventually father her four children. Only 
after he had been incarcerated a number of times did 
she fill us in on his prior record. I asked her where she 
met such a man. I braced myself for an answer like, “a 
bar,” or some other unmentionable place. She said she 
met him in prison. She accompanied a friend of hers 
to visit her friend’s boyfriend in prison. Our daughter 
was asked if she would fill out a form to visit a friend 
of his who never received visits from the outside. She 
consented. 

When life got too rough for her with her boyfriend 
she would ask to come home. Three or four times, I 
took it upon myself to make the trip to where she lived, 
unannounced, to “rescue” her and the boys from their 
troubles. But in the same way a dog turns back to its 
own vomit and a sow is washed only to wallow in the 
mud again, she kept returning to the hole she had dug 
for herself. I have since learned that you cannot rescue 
someone who does not want to be rescued. I thought 
I was doing the right thing, trying desperately to help 
my daughter improve her life. Isn’t that what dads are 
supposed to do?

The horrible news that she was pregnant came in 
1998. April 1999 our first grandson was born. She was 
living with us at the time, but that did not last long. 
Then in April 2000, a second child was born, a sweet 
baby boy. In March 2004, a baby girl arrived and in 
March 2005, another baby girl. 

All this time, the father/
boyfriend was in and out of jail 
or prison. Prior to the birth of 
the last little girl, he was sent to 
prison for two years. The baby 
was born without dad around 
and with mom maintaining a 
desperate “meth” habit and no-
where to go. The day she returned 
home from the hospital, having 
given birth to her fourth child, 
she was told she could no longer 
live there.

To sum this narrative up, 
our daughter was finally caught 
stealing mail and cashing forged 
checks. She was sentenced to 
three years prison, which was 
waived for a state mandated 
rehabilitation program. She has 
successfully completed the program and, at the writ-
ing of this article, is waiting to be released into a sober 
living home. They will help her find employment and 
transportation. In the mean time, my wife and I care 
for her four children. 

I did everything within my power and within 
reason, to avoid the situation in which I now find 
myself—taking care of four young grandchildren. I 
had academic plans that I thought would function 
as an expedient in my work as a preacher. I grew to 
cherish the little “spare time” I had with my wife. I 
enjoyed traveling to lectureships and conducting meet-
ings and seminars. I enjoyed the freedom we had to 
go out to dinner with friends whenever our schedule 
permitted. 

But things have changed. Academic plans had to 
be put on hold. They may need to be scratched forever. 
There is no spare time unless we pay a babysitter as 
much to watch the children as we spend on dinner and 
a movie. I have turned down invitations to lectureships, 

meetings and seminars, because 
caring for all four children alone 
is too much for either one of us. 
And the restaurants we frequent 
are not judged by the quality of 
the food, but by the quality of 
the toy that accompanies the 
“happy” meal.

But...
We love our grandchildren. 

The oldest grandson joined little 
league this year and we saw him 
grow from a painfully shy young 
boy to a slugger who cannot get 
baseball out of his blood. Taking 
him to practice and to games has 
provided me with little breaks I 
have needed for years. We have 
seen some of them take their first 

steps, cut or lose their first tooth. It is on our shoulders 
on which they lay their tired heads and fall asleep. It 
is our necks they hug and our cheeks they kiss. It is 
us that they miss when we have been gone. I think I 
can safely say that no one in the whole world is more 
excited to see me than my grandchildren. I still marvel 
at how such rich blessings could come from the darkest 
hours of my life.

In the early stages of trouble we have faced, I wrote 
a good friend telling him that I was at the end of my 
rope. He wrote back telling me, “God will determine 
where your rope ends.” His reply infuriated me be-
cause I knew where I wanted my rope’s end to be. I 
have discovered that the things that have tried me the 
most are not things I cannot endure. They were (and 
sometimes still are), things I did not and still do not 
want to endure.

Today we are in half-time. The second half of the 
“game” is still to be played out. To date, we are still car-
ing for four of our grandchildren, and are prepared to 
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continue doing so until they are adults. We have learned 
to love our daughter in spite of her offences against us 
and by that we have grown to appreciate God’s love 
for us in spite of our offences against Him.

The aspirations I listed earlier were important, but 
they are not more important than what my wife and I 
are doing today. Caring for four of our grandchildren 
may very well be the most important thing I do with 
my life—more important than preaching, writing, 
lecturing, and schooling. The church will survive 
without me preaching, but I am not persuaded the 
children would fare as well without the provisions the 
Lord has made for them through us.

In the movie Chariots of Fire, you may recall the 
young gentleman from Scotland who refused to run 
an Olympic race on Sunday—a race he was sure to 
win. At the end of the movie, we find him standing 
on the brow of a hill. His sister approaches him with 
the question, “Do you have any regrets?” He replied, 
“Yes, but no doubts.”

The Flip Side
My daughter called last week. I told her about the 

article I was invited to write about our experience. I told 
her it would be submitted anonymously and asked her 
if she would like to write something from her vantage 
point. She consented. I think that parents who have 
found themselves in the same boat we have been liv-
ing in for so long a time may find some consolation in 
what she writes—at least some insight into the trouble 
you may be facing today.

Our daughter writes...

“I grew up in a very godly, Christian home, a good 
home by anyone’s standards. My childhood is full of 
happy memories. I have always felt and known that my 
parents love me. All of my needs and a lot of my wants 

were met. When I think of my parent’s marriage and 
their relationship, I think about the Scripture that talks 
about, “wives honoring their husbands,” and, “husbands 
loving their wives like Christ loves the church.” One 
thing I have always respected about my dad is that as a 
minister, who has preached for 27 years, he has always 
practiced what he preaches. Both he and my mother 
live their lives to serve and honor God. My brother and 
I were taught by example. They instilled good morals 
and showed by their own lives that happiness is found 
through God. My older brother, by three years, took 
heed to their teachings. He also preaches God’s word 
and has made good moral decisions in his life.

“I started smoking pot and drinking alcohol when 
I was a naïve teenage girl. I was hanging out with the 
wrong crowd and always wanted to try everything at 
least once. My parents tried everything, they even took 
me out of high school in my freshman year to home 
school me because I started fighting and they were 
desperate to get me back on the right path. Unfortu-
nately, I still had a rebellious spirit.

“My drug experimenting only progressed, and after 
that first hit of methamphetamine, I was addicted for 
the next nine years. Everything I did revolved around 
smoking dope. I moved in with my boyfriend and had 
four children out of wedlock. All the while continuing 
to live the same drug lifestyle. I always stayed heavily 
sedated on drugs in order to be able to live with myself. 
If I would allow myself to come down, it would allow 
too many feelings of guilt and shame to surface, because 
of all the things I had done over the years to myself 
and to those I love the most. It was too overwhelming 
to even begin to try to deal with any of those issues. 
I certainly wasn’t going to turn to God. I didn’t want 
to think about Him because then I would have to be 
accountable to someone other than myself.

“After my children’s father went to prison, I contin-
ued on a path of self-destruction and criminal behavior. 
Eventually, I ended up moving back to my parents’ 
house, causing them to live in my hell. I was still un-

willing to change, at that point, feeling like I couldn’t 
change and stop using even if I had wanted to.

“I went to rehab on two different occasions for 
about 30 days each time before getting kicked out due 
to testing positive for drugs. I would stop using for 
a few days and sometimes even a few weeks here and 
there. But I never had anything happen that would 
force me to stay sober long enough to give my mind 
enough time to clear. I wasn’t physically or mentally 
free enough to make the choice and to be able to fol-
low through and not get high anymore, until I was 
sentenced to state prison. While incarcerated, I have 
been attending a substance abuse program geared 
toward behavior modification. I have learned many 
good tools and have been able to stay focused on my 
spirituality with God.

“There is no doubt in my mind that my arrest 
was a direct result of God answering the prayers of 
my parents and other Christians who prayed to Him 
on my behalf. He delivered me out of the sin I was so 
deeply involved in.

“I chose the path I chose, because I was living to 
serve myself. By doing so, I have affected the lives of 
everyone around me. While incarcerated I left my 
parents with the responsibility of caring for my four 
small children, innocents who’s lives have also been 
turned upside down.

“Now that I have been drug free for 15 months and 
am in a healthy frame of mind, I have asked God for 
forgiveness. I have always been taught to believe that 
my purpose is to live my life to glorify God. I was not 
able to do so until I stopped trying to glorify myself. I 
was made by God and for God and until I understood 
that, life never made sense. Life is about letting God 
use me for His purpose, not using Him for mine.

“Change for me has had a lot to do with changing 
my attitude. It is simple if you understand your pur-
pose; otherwise it’s all about ME. Real life begins by 
committing yourself completely to Jesus Christ because 
that is where you will find true happiness.” ✞
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Meditating on Scripture Daily
Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Nov. 1 Daniel 10:4–6 
Daniel Sees the Glorious 

Beauty of God
5b, 6 …a certain man clothed in linen, whose waist was 

girded with gold of Uphaz! His body was like beryl… The arms 
and feet of the man were like burnished bronze. Brown or gold 
in color, but having been burnished or polished, they sparkled. 
His voice was greater than the voice of a single man so Daniel 
likened it to the voice of a multitude. This Man had the authority 
of heaven and earth, for even as the voice of a multitude cannot 
be overpowered, so neither can He. Revelation chapter 1 shows 
that Daniel and John saw the same man. John saw a gloriously 
beautiful One, who appeared as God, “Then I turned to see 
the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven 
golden lampstands, and in the midst of the seven lampstands 
One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the 
feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. His head 
and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes 
like a flame of fire; His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a 
furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters; He had in 

His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-
edged sword, and His countenance was like the sun shining in 
its strength” (Re. 1:12-16). In verse 18, the One who appeared 
to John said, “I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, 
I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades 
and of Death” (Re. 1:18). John saw Jesus Christ, who is God, 
“For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily” (Co. 
2:9). Therefore, Daniel also saw Jesus before He took on flesh 
and lived on the earth! Daniel did not know he saw Jesus, and 
did not know that it was the Messiah of the Seventy Weeks, but 
Daniel knew that the Man was divine. 

Nov. 2 Da. 10:7–19 
The Sight Overwhelmed 

Daniel 
Verse 7 shows what happened to the men with Daniel. 
7 And I, Daniel, alone saw the vision, for the men who 

were with me did not see the vision; but a great terror fell upon 
them, so that they fled to hide themselves. That great terror fell 
upon them is no surprise, for heaven shook when the Seraphim 
declared the holiness of God (Isa. 6:3, 4); and Nahum said the 

earth quakes at the presence of God (1:5); and on Mt. Sinai God 
caused the mountain to quake greatly (Ex. 19:18); and Moses 
himself quaked (He. 12:21). The men with Daniel were not the 
only ones shook up by this experience. Watch what happened 
to Daniel in verses 8 and 9. 

8, 9 Therefore I was left alone when I saw this great vision, 
and no strength remained in me… Standing alone, Daniel knew 
whose appearance he saw, whose voice he heard, and he was un-
controllably overwhelmed and lost his strength making him fall 
face down upon the ground into a deep sleep, as though dead. 
Has a beautiful sight left you breathless? Has fear ever paralyzed 
you? You may start to get an idea of Daniel’s experience. In Daniel 
10:10, 11 a hand gave the prophet a measure of strength. 

Nov. 3 Daniel 10:7–19 
The Sight Overwhelmed 

Daniel 
10, 11 Suddenly, a hand touched me, which made me tremble 

on my knees and on the palms of my hands… A hand touched 
him and gave him some strength, but the greatly beloved man 
was so emptied of strength that he was only able to raise to all 
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fours. This Man again injected strength into the prophet by 
simply speaking for it to be so, as God would do. Daniel was 
able to stand, but he trembled. The Man told Daniel in verse 
12 that God heard. 

12 Then he said to me, “Do not fear, Daniel, for from the 
first day that you set your heart to understand…” Seeing Daniel’s 
still uncontrolled fear, the Man continued to help Daniel, as-
suring him and saying, “Do not fear.” Understand why God 
chose Daniel to receive a visit from this Special Man and why 
the prophet had nothing to fear: 

First, Daniel set his heart to understand 
Second, Daniel humbled himself before God 
Third, Daniel prayed 

What shall God do with me, if I do those things? 

Nov. 4 Daniel 10:7–19 
The Sight Overwhelmed 

Daniel 
Verses 13 and 14 explain the purpose of the vision, 
13, 14 “But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood 

me twenty-one days; and behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, 
came to help me…” The Lord can see that which has not been. 
After contending with the prince of the kingdom of Persia, 
this man came to Daniel and displayed God-like qualities: the 
ability to see and to know the future. The Man finally began 
to deliver the message, but it would not last for long. Awed by 
the sight and by the One with whom Daniel spoke, he lost his 
strength again, 

15 When he had spoken such words to me, I turned my face 
toward the ground and became speechless. He could not cope 
and looked down, losing his voice in the process. What would 
happen to us, if we had Daniel’s privilege? The vision of the great 
Man was awesome, but so was the utter humility of Daniel. 

Nov. 5 Daniel 10:7–19 
The Sight Overwhelmed 

Daniel 
16, 17 “…how can this servant of my lord talk with you, 

my lord? As for me, no strength remains in me now…” (Dan. 
10:16, 17). This Lord was compassionate, understanding Daniel’s 
frailty and sent someone to touch the prophet again, this time 

upon the lips that he might be able to talk. When Daniel spoke 
he could only speak of his extreme unworthiness to be able to 
witness the normally unwitnessable, confessing his inability 
to talk with his Lord. At the end of verse 17, Daniel felt his 
strength and breath leaving him again. The Man continued to 
strengthen Daniel. 

18, 19 Then again, the one having the likeness of a man 
touched me and strengthened me… For a third time, the humble 
servant and prophet of God required a touch from One who 
had heavenly power. Furthermore, words of assurance, peace, 
and a double dose of encouragement to be strong, gave Daniel 
strength and having received it he could listen. The message 
finally began to be delivered in verses 20 and 21, going through 
the next two chapters. 

Nov. 6 Daniel 10:7–19 
The Sight Overwhelmed 

Daniel 
Angels watch our worship. That includes Gabriel before 

whom Daniel fell on his face in chapter 8. Angels do not receive 
our worship, but they worship the same One we worship. There-
fore, worship Him with reverence and awe. Do you know the 
God who appeared to Daniel? He became a man and died for 
our sins that we might live forever in the beauty of His glorious 
presence. If you do not know this God, what will it be like to 
appear before Him? You can stand with Daniel and have the 
experience of experiences. Someday, we shall all appear before 
God. You must do something first: Live the Christian life, be-
ginning with belief in Jesus Christ as the Son of God, which is 
why Jesus appeared like God, and be baptized. 

The Main Thing: Know Your 
God

Nov. 7 Daniel 10:20–11:45
Detailed predictions from Daniel’s perspective fill Daniel 

10:20–11:45. From our perspective it is history. If you have read 
this section, you were probably amazed by the complicated details 
of what happens between the King of the North, the general of 
Alexander the Great who took over Syria, and the King of the 
South, the general of Alexander the Great who took over Egypt, 
and the wars and other things that happened between them. 

Why is this information in the Bible? Why do we have to 
know it? Let us go through it first. Perhaps some answers will 

become obvious to us. 
If you have never read Daniel chapter 10, let me tell you 

briefly of its contents. A glorious heavenly man appeared to 
Daniel. He referred to this man as the Lord. New Testament 
evidence in Revelation chapter 1 indicates that this man is 
probably Jesus Christ before He lived in the flesh. Having a 
personal, face-to-face, encounter with the Lord of heaven and 
earth overwhelmed the old prophet. The Lord wanted to give 
Daniel a message, but when the Lord finally started to deliver 
it, the prophet lost his physical strength, and could not receive 
the message or endure the vision. Therefore, most of the material 
in chapter 10 showed the Lord and His servants giving Daniel 
strength to endure the vision, and to receive the message. Finally, 
this happened in 10:19, “And he said, ‘O man greatly beloved, 
fear not! Peace be to you; be strong, yes, be strong!’ So when he 
spoke to me I was strengthened, and said, ‘Let my lord speak, for 
you have strengthened me’” (Da. 10:19). At this point, Daniel 
could continue with the vision, and receive the message. 

Chapter 11 may be outlined briefly as follows: (From 
Wesley) 

Vv. 1–4 – A prediction of the setting up of the Grecian 
monarchy

Vv. 5–20 – The affairs of Egypt and Syria 
Vv. 21–29 – The rise and success of Antiochus Epiphanes 
Vv. 30–43 – The mischief he would do to the Jews 
Vv. 44, 45 – His fall 

Nov. 8 Daniel 10:20–11:1 
Why the Lord Approached 

Daniel 
10:20–11:1 Then he said, “Do you know why I have come 

to you? And now I must return to fight with the prince of Per-
sia…” The Book of Daniel is a book of revealing. We cannot 
see what the Lord does behind the scenes. Yet, He works. Here 
He fought with the prince of Persia. The Lord could easily have 
overwhelmed this prince, but the Lord fought on the prince’s 
level. To what extent does the Lord work behind the scenes with 
nations today, with the church, with the people in our lives, 
etc.? Also, the Lord does not work alone. Hebrews chapter 1 
makes a passing reference to angels working on our behalf. The 
Lord told Daniel that Michael worked on behalf of the people 
of God. Hebrews chapter 1 assures us that the Lord continues 
to use angels, but we do not know how, “Are they not all min-
istering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit 
salvation?” (He. 1:14). In Ephesians chapter 6, Paul urged us to 
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put on the whole armor of God. Why do we need this spiritual 
armor? “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness 
of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly 
places” (Ep. 6:12). What the Lord told Daniel happened in the 
spirit back then, and similar things still go on. We had better 
be prepared for it. 

Nov. 9 Daniel 11:2 
Persia’s Immediate Future 

2 “And now I will tell you the truth: Behold, three more 
kings will arise in Persia, and the fourth shall be…” There would 
be three kings after the current one of Daniel’s generation. The 
fourth king, Xerxes (486–465), tried to conquer the Greeks, but 
they defeated him at Salamis. Persian strength weakened, until 
the Greeks conquered them, led by Alexander the Great. 

Nov. 10 Daniel 11:3, 4 
Alexander and His Kingdom 

3, 4 “Then a mighty king shall arise, who shall rule with great 
dominion, and do according to his will…” This is a prophecy of 
Alexander the Great, who died in 323 BC. After his death, his 
kingdom was divided among his four generals. Alexander had 
a son, but one general, Cassander, killed the mother and son, 
which is why the kingdom was not left to Alexander’s posterity, 
as verse 4 prophesied. This division of the kingdom was why the 
generals did not have Alexander’s power and dominion. 

Nov. 11 Daniel 11:5–8 
The King of the South 

5–8 “Also the king of the South shall become strong, as well 
as one of his princes; and he shall gain power over him and have 
dominion…” The king of the South, Ptolemy I Soter (323–285) 
appointed a prince, Seleucus Nicator to be over Babylonia and 
Syria (v. 5). Nicator’s dominion exceeded Ptolemy’s. Verse 6 – The 
daughter of the king of the South (Ptolemy II of Egypt) married 
the king of the North (Antiochus II of Syria), which brought a 
treaty. She did not last. Antiochus’s first wife conspired to have 
this daughter and Antiochus killed. Verses 7 and 8 – The brother 
of that first wife Ptolemy III of Egypt invaded Syria (the king of 
the North), gaining territory and taking their gods. 

Nov. 12 Daniel 11:9, 10 

The King of the North 
9, 10 “Also the king of the North shall come to the kingdom 

of the king of the South, but shall return to his own land…” The 
northern king would attack the southern king but would fail and 
return home. The sons of the northern king engaged in war. 

Nov. 13 Daniel 11:11–13 
The Warring of the Two Kings 

11–13 “And the king of the South shall be moved with rage, 
and go out and fight with him, with the king of the North, who 
shall muster a great multitude…” The son of the northern king 
would lose 10,000 warriors in a battle. Ptolemy would not have 
success long. 

Nov. 14 Daniel 11:14–16 
Daniel’s People 

14–16 “Now in those times many shall rise up against the 
king of the South. Also, violent men of your people shall exalt 
themselves in fulfillment of the vision, but…” Some of the Jews 
would attempt to fulfill the vision by violent means, that is, they 
would be familiar with what we are reading. However, their efforts 
would fail. Could they not see that part of the prophecy, that 
God revealed what they would try to do, but that their efforts 
would fail? Verse 16 – Antiochus went against Ptolemy. 

Nov. 15 Daniel 11:17–19 
The King of the North 

17–19 “He shall also set his face to enter with the strength of 
his whole kingdom, and upright ones with him…” Verse 17 – The 
northern king would decide to conquer Egypt. Upright ones, 
that is, the Jews would join him. Antiochus gave his daughter 
Cleopatra, to young Ptolemy, but she did not betray her hus-
band. Verse 18 – Then he tried to conquer the Mediterranean 
and Aegean seas, but a ruler, the Roman ambassador Scipio, beat 
Antiochus, and turned the reproach upon his own head. Verse 
19 – Antiochus turned his face home-ward, but was killed. 

Nov. 16 Daniel 11:20 
Taxes Against the Glorious 

Kingdom 

20 “There shall arise in his place one who imposes taxes 
on the glorious kingdom; but…” Seleucus Philopator taxed the 
temple. He died shortly, though not in battle, but by poison. 
Governments need to be wise in their dealings with God’s people, 
which now is the church. 

Nov. 17 Daniel 11:21–24 
A Sneaky Ruler 

21–24 “And in his place shall arise a vile person, to whom 
they will not give the honor of royalty…” Verse 21 – This is 
the one known as Antiochus Epiphanes. Verse 22 – Antiochus 
Epiphanes overwhelmed the Southern Kingdom. He also put 
down the high priest. Verse 23 – He made a league with the 
survivors of the Southern Kingdom in Egypt, and with a few 
chosen men put all in subjection to him. Verse 24 – He came 
in upon the Egyptians under pretense of peace. He did what his 
fathers had not done; the kings of Syria before him could never 
attain to this success over Egypt. 

Nov. 18 Daniel 11:25–28 
Destruction of the King of the 

South 
25 “He shall stir up his power and his courage against the 

king of the South with a great army…” Verse 25 – He shall not 
stand. Verse 26 – Speaks of his most familiar friends who would 
overthrow him. Verse 27 – Antiochus did not gain Egypt by all 
his attempts, nor did Ptolemy gain Syria. Verse 28 – Antiochus 
departed with his spoils from Egypt, but then he attacked Israel 
also, doing great damage. 

Nov. 19 Daniel 11:29–31 
The Southern King’s Rage 
Against the Old Testament 
29 “At the appointed time he shall return and go toward the 

south; but it shall not be like the former or the latter…” Verse 
29 – He again fought against Ptolemy, and was not as successful 
as the last two times. Verse 30 – Then the Romans got involved, 
filling him with rage, taking it out on the Jews. Verse 31 – He 
attacked Jerusalem, and sadly some Jews joined him. He got to 
the temple, stopping the daily sacrifices. Then he put a statue of 
Jupiter, an abomination of desolation, in the temple. 



The Bible Meditator Page 8 November AD 2007

Nov. 20 Daniel 11:32–35 
The True Victors 

32–35 “Those who do wickedly against the covenant he shall 
corrupt with flattery; but the people who know their God shall be 
strong, and carry out…” Some sided with this evil man. While 
these battles and troublesome times occurred to the north and 
to the south, with the Jews caught in the middle, how did the 
Jew’s survive? What do we do during uncertain times? Verse 32 
reveals the key. The Jews who survived knew their God. If you 
know your God, He knows you. Therefore, He who touches you 
touches the apple of His eye. It is not good to touch the apple 
of God’s eye. The understanding ones shall instruct many, but 
the Lord told Daniel that this does not spare the teachers from 
persecution and other forms of suffering. This would continue 
“until the time of the end.” Unfortunately, many see this as a 
reference to the end of time and of the earth, that is, the Second 
Coming of Christ. However, this refers to the end of Greece as 
a world power. Just keep reading the text and it is apparent that 
verses 36ff continue the story without jumping thousands of 
years into the future. 

Nov. 21 Daniel 11:36–39 
This King Shall Exalt Himself 

Above All Gods 
36–39 “Then the king shall do according to his own will: 

he shall exalt and magnify himself above every god…” This king 
would be so driven that he even exalted himself above every god, 
including blaspheming the one true God. He did not regard 
anything or anyone, not even the desire of women. Being this 
powerful of a king, he could have any woman or any amount of 
women that he desired, but his drive to conquer and to destroy 
completely obliterated any such desire. It is was though he was 
the only thing that mattered. Yet, later he would acknowledge 
a certain god. 

Nov. 22 Daniel 11:40–45 
The Glorious Land 

40–45 “At the time of the end the king of the South shall 
attack him; and the king of the North shall come against him 
like a whirlwind…” Again, verses 41 and 45 shows that the 
Glorious Land would be caught between warring nations. That 
did not stop God’s people from what they should do, nor did it 

stop God from doing what He wants to do. Verse 41 – The king 
of the North spared the Edomites, Moabites, and Ammonites, 
because they helped him against the Jews. Verse 45 – Finally, 
he came to his end. 

Nov. 23 Daniel 10:20–11:45 
In my introduction I had two questions: 

Why is this information in the Bible? 
Why do we have to know it? 

God revealed details of a 200-year span of the Greeks and 
Jews that the Jews might know God is in control of history, the 
nations, His people, and all things. Nothing can thwart Him. He 
is not in a rush. His timing is perfect. It shows that regardless of 
our surroundings, we can still know our God. Therefore, we can 
still do exploits just like the heroes of the Old Testament, except 
instead of killing Goliaths of the flesh; we kill Goliaths of the 
spirit. The New Testament wants us to know this information. 
God did not make wild generalizations about the future, but 
many specific predictions that had specific fulfillment. 

Don Michael says of Daniel chapter 11, “It overwhelms my 
mind, as finite as it is, to realize that Daniel is being told…200 
years of history before it happens, and that in such detail! Even 
more so, this 200 years is being predicted 300 years before it 
happens! What were the details? Such things as dividing of king-
doms, wars with their victories and defeats, treaties, marriages, 
deaths, etc.—all before people were born and battles fought! 
This [the Bible] is the Word of God! This word reveals that not 
only does God know history before it happens, but He is also 
active in directing history!” 

God Stands Watch Over His 
People

Nov. 24 Daniel 12
The message is the same whether it is the Book of Zecha-

riah, Revelation, or Daniel, it appears that evil prevails, but 
God manipulates things behind the scenes that both He and 
His people will prevail. 

In Daniel 11 it appeared that evil prevailed. The Lord showed 
Daniel the constant wars between two of the kingdoms left after 
the breakup of Alexander’s kingdom. The Lord focused especially 
on Antiochus IV Epiphanes and his horrible evil against the 
Jews. The Lord also showed silvers of hope. 

In Daniel 12 the Lord showed that God’s people always 

ultimately prevail. 

Nov. 25 Daniel 12:1–3 
Michael Shall Stand Up 

1–3 “At that time Michael shall stand up, the great prince 
who stands watch over the sons of your people…” See how the 
chapter begins, “At that time…” The events of chapter 12 are 
still dealing with the events of chapter 11, which was not about 
the events surrounding the Second Coming of Christ! Therefore, 
what follows has to be interpreted in that light. This has led me 
to change some of my thinking in regard to some things in this 
chapter, especially verse 2 and whether the prophecy is of the 
future bodily resurrection. Michael would stand up and there 
would be a time of trouble. The heavenly being who revealed these 
things to Daniel identified when these things would take place. 
At the time that Antiochus reigned, for that is the prophecy in 
chapter 11. Therefore, even as there is no need to jump thousands 
of years into the future between 11:35 and 11:36, so there is 
no reason to jump thousands of years into the future between 
11:45 and 12:1. While the Jew-hating Antiochus worked his evil, 
God’s people would not be alone, but Michael the arch-angel 
would stand up for God’s people, not to remove persecution and 
suffering, but to deliver them at God’s appointed time, because 
their names were written in the book. 

Nov. 26 Daniel 12:1–3 
Michael Shall Stand Up 

1–3 “…Every one who is found written in the book…” The 
expression, “Every one who is found written in the book” was 
not new to Daniel’s writing. Notice these passages, “‘Yet now, if 
You will forgive their sin—but if not, I pray, blot me out of Your 
book which You have written.’ And the LORD said to Moses, 
‘Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot him out of My book’” 
(Ex. 32:32, 33). “You number my wanderings; put my tears 
into Your bottle; are they not in Your book?” (Ps. 56:8). “Let 
them be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written 
with the righteous” (Ps. 69:28). “And it shall come to pass that 
he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called 
holy—everyone who is recorded among the living in Jerusalem” 
(Is. 4:3). “My hand will be against the prophets who envision 
futility and who divine lies; they shall not be in the assembly of 
My people, nor be written in the record of the house of Israel, nor 
shall they enter into the land of Israel. Then you shall know that 
I am the Lord GOD” (Ez. 13:9). 
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Nov. 27 Daniel 12:1–3 
Michael Shall Stand Up 

1–3 “…Every one who is found written in the book…” After 
Daniel’s writing there are several references to those written in 
a book. “Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are 
subject to you, but rather rejoice because your names are written 
in heaven” (Lk. 10:20). “…to the general assembly and church 
of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge 
of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect” (He. 12:23). “He 
who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will 
not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his 
name before My Father and before His angels” (Re. 3:5). “All 
who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have 
not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world” (Re. 13:8). “The beast that you saw 
was, and is not, and will ascend out of the bottomless pit and 
go to perdition. And those who dwell on the earth will marvel, 
whose names are not written in the Book of Life from the founda-
tion of the world, when they see the beast that was, and is not, 
and yet is” (Re. 17:8). “And I saw the dead, small and great, 
standing before God, and books were opened. And another book 
was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged 
according to their works, by the things which were written in 
the books. The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death 
and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they 
were judged, each one according to his works. Then Death and 
Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 
And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into 
the lake of fire (Re. 20:12–15). “But there shall by no means 
enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, 
but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life” (Re. 
21:27). “…and if anyone takes away from the words of the book 
of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of 
Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written 
in this book” (Re. 22:19). 

Nov. 28 Daniel 12:1–3 
Michael Shall Stand Up 

1–3 “…And those who turn many to righteousness like the 

stars forever and ever.” “Many…shall awake.” I used to believe 
this prophesied of the bodily resurrection of all people at the 
Second Coming of Christ. There is going to be a resurrection 
of all people, but I do not believe now that this passage speaks 
of that. I just kept reading the context, that is, going from the 
previous verses, remembering that this is all the same vision 
or message from the Lord, and I realized that the resurrection 
spoken of here has to be something that took place during the 
events of which the Lord had been speaking to Daniel. Some 
say that it refers to the time of Christ that people experienced 
a spiritual resurrection when they heard Him, and some were 
awakened to good things, but some turned to evil, that is, they 
sinned by rejecting Him. However, I have come to believe 
that this has to be some kind of figurative resurrection. When 
Antiochus finally ended his reign of terror because of his death, 
then those who withstood him, maintaining their righteousness, 
will be seen as heroes, because they knew their God (11:32) and 
instructed many (11:33, 35), but those who sided with him 
(11:30, 32) shall be seen as the traitors that they were. Thus, 
they shall have shame and everlasting contempt. “Those who 
are wise shall shine.” 11:33, 35 shows that they understood and 
instructed others. The glory of the wise is not evident at first, 
but it is the testing of them and their wisdom that is displayed 
later. These people shall be like the stars. Interestingly, we call 
actors and professional athletes “stars,” but how many of them 
fit the picture that is painted here? Some actors are the most 
wicked and foolish people on earth. Yes, there are stars among 
people, but they are not as the world defines “stars.” They are as 
the Lord pictures them in Daniel 12. 

Nov. 29 Daniel 12:4 
Seal the Book 

4 “But you, Daniel, shut up the words…” Daniel was to 
seal the book. Interestingly, in Revelation 22:10 John was told 
not to seal the words of his prophecy. Daniel could search and 
search, exercising great mental ability, but from his perspective 
in history, he would never be able to figure out what he was writ-
ing. We have greater knowledge of Daniel’s writing than Daniel 
did! “Many shall run to and fro.” This is not world-wide travel 
of our day or some future day, but keeping it in context, many 
things were going to be happening (remember chapter 11?) to 

bring about the fulfillment of these messages from the Lord in 
the Book of Daniel. Daniel, you sit back and complete your 
writing. Do not worry about things. There is going to be plenty 
of activity, both in front of the curtain and behind, but it is the 
Lord’s doing. “Knowledge shall increase.” Again, not referring to 
what we call “The Information Age,” but knowledge concerning 
Daniel’s prophecy would increase as events unfolded, which has 
happened. We open the history books and see Daniel’s prophecies 
clearly. Therefore, Daniel could not by any effort, increase his 
knowledge of the things that he wrote in his prophecy, or in the 
rest of his book. Some things he could understand after seeing 
them fulfilled, which is the same way others could understand 
them. Daniel saw Persia take over Babylon. Beyond that he could 
not figure out his prophecies. 

Nov. 30 Daniel 12:5–7 
How Long? 

5–7 Then I, Daniel, looked; and there stood two others, one 
on this riverbank and the other on that riverbank. And one said 
to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the 
river…” Three heavenly beings appeared. Two were angels, but 
the One above the waters was probably Jesus before His earthly 
sojourn. He held up both His hands, not just His right, as we 
might do if we are swearing by heaven, but with all authority and 
power He declared the time, showing that He was in control of 
the times and events. How long? Angels are greater than man, 
yet, they defer questions to the Lord, because even they did not 
know all the Lord’s plans. Ephesians 3 reveals that eventually the 
angels did learn even as men learn, that is, by the unfolding of 
God’s plan. The church makes known to angels the wisdom of 
God, “to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might 
be made known by the church to the principalities and powers 
in the heavenly places” (Ep. 3:10). The time would be three 
and a half. This expression in various forms occurs throughout 
Scripture. This pictures perfectly the time that Antiochus would 
do his evil in Jerusalem, from 168 BC to 165 BC. The power of 
the holy people would be completely shattered. Antiochus would 
go right into the temple, stop all the Jews’ practices, have total 
control over them, and put his abomination of desolation right 
in the temple. ✞

Sign up for free twice daily e-mail devotionals written by Don Ruhl
Send an e-mail to: emaildevotionals-join@associate.com
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Christians Look at  the News
By Don Ruhl

CHRISTIANS, WE ARE AT WAR! Was 
your first image that of 

the war on terror? Christians are at war in a far greater battle. 
Prepare to fight spiritual terrorists! We know the Bible says 
to put on the armor of God. Do we know why? The same 
passage that reveals what we are to put on shows why we 
are to put it on, “Put on the whole armor of God, that you 
may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do 
not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, 
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may 
be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand.” (Ep. 6:10–18). 

Why did Paul say put on the whole armor of God? 
We have to stand against the wiles of the devil. We are 
wrestling against principalities, powers, rulers of darkness, 
and spiritual hosts of wickedness in heavenly places. Do 
you realize how much this happens? I want to make you 
aware of the long war against God, His Bible, Jesus Christ, 

and His Church by looking at the world. We shall have 
the news before us and see both the good and the bad, 
and refute it, support it, or do whatever needs to be done 
to equip us to deal with it. Some things I will show just to 
make you aware of it. It might simply be something that 
is interesting or uplifting. 

We concentrate on the flesh, but friends, let’s fight the 
spiritual warfare, remembering, “though we walk in the 
flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. For the weap-
ons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for 
pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and 
every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of 
God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedi-
ence of Christ, and being ready to punish all disobedience 
when your obedience is fulfilled (2Co. 10:3–6). What do 
we do with our mighty weapons in God? We pull down 
strongholds. We cast down arguments. We cast down every 
high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God. 
However, we do not simply destroy. What do we want to 
accomplish by casting down strongholds? We want to bring 

every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ. Paul 
also said, we punish all disobedience. You will be amazed 
by the assaults when I start showing you things. Not all 
of it assaults the knowledge of God. I will show you the 
good things also. 

The Perimeters 
We shall not talk about everything in the news. We 

shall talk about the things:

that pertain to life and godliness, 
that pertain to God, 
that pertain to creation/evolution, 
that pertain to morality, 
that pertain to the Bible, et al. 

The articles on the pages that follow, about a whale 
vertebrae in Oregon and the teaching of the Bible in public 
schools, are the first two in this new regular column.

✞
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The Herald and News 
(September 29, 1999, 
page 7, Klamath Falls, 
Oregon), carried an ar-
ticle, “A whale of a tale in 
Adel” by Jean Bilodeaux. 

You can read the article 
in the sidebar. 

Where Is Adel, 
Oregon? 

As the water would 
flow, it is over 200 miles 
inland, east of Lakeview, 
Oregon. Adel is over 
4500 in elevation. The 
bone was found in the 

hills higher in eleva-
tion. 

How Did the Bone 
Get There? 

By Don Ruhl 

A Whale in Adel, Oregon

How did a whale end 
up over 200 miles 

inland? 

09/19/2007 04:03 PMMap of Latitude: 42° 10 Min. 39 Sec. Longitude: -119° 53 Min. 51 Sec., by MapQuest

Page 1 of 1http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?searchtype=address&formtyp…9&longdeg=-119&longmin=53&longsec=51&zoom=6&title=Adel,_Oregon
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There had to have been a 
passage from there 
to the sea. It could 
have been a fresh-
water whale (If such 
ever existed), living in 
a large inland lake. In the 
past, after the creation of living 
things, there was only one time water 
covered the earth. Second Peter 3:5, 6 tells 
of both times the earth was covered with 
water, the time before creatures were on the 
earth and the time after creatures were on the 
earth, “For this they willfully forget: that by the 
word of God the heavens were of old, and the 
earth standing out of water and in the water, by 
which the world that then existed perished, being 
flooded with water” (2Pe. 3:5, 6). 

As God caused the Flood, the whale may have 

been instantly buried in the earth’s violent activity, “In 
the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second 
month, the seventeenth day of the month, on that day 
all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and 
the windows of heaven were opened” (Ge. 7:11). 

What God did to prevent another Flood may have 
buried the whale in the violence of the earth’s move-
ments again. Imagine happening what the psalmist 
wrote, 

You who laid the foundations of the earth, 
So that it should not be moved forever, 
You covered it with the deep as with a gar-

ment; 
The waters stood above the mountains. 
At Your rebuke they fled; 
At the voice of Your thunder they hastened 

away. 
They went up over the mountains; 
They went down into the valleys, 
To the place which You founded for them. 
You have set a boundary that they may not 

pass over, 
That they may not return to cover the 

earth. 
(Ps. 104:5–9) 

The marginal reference 
on the first two lines of 

verse 8 for the New 
King James 

Version 

reads, “The mountains rose up; the valleys sank 
down.” The New American Standard Version reads, 
“The mountains rose; the valleys sank down.” The 
old American Standard Version of 1901 reads, “The 
mountains rose, the valleys sank down.” Such upheavals 
could easily have trapped the whale. 

Not Petrified 
Interestingly, the bone had not petrified. What does 

that tell us? It was a relatively recent event. Perhaps 
more recent than the Flood itself. We know that after 
the Flood there was a huge inland lake, with the Great 
Salt Lake as the leftover. 

Whatever the explanation, it fits in with the story 
of the biblical account of the massive, worldwide 

flood of Noah’s day. This is just another piece 
of evidence, showing that at one time 
water covered the entire earth, just as 
the Bible reports. ✞

Christians Look at  the News
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Christians Look at  the News

By Don Ruhl 

The cover of Time Magazine for April 2, 2007 made 
this amazing declaration, “Why we should teach the 
bible in public school {But very, very carefully}.” 

Time is the number one liberal secular newsmaga-
zine in America. Yet, a liberal and secular source argued 
that the Bible should be taught in public schools! 

However, the magazine added the caution, “But 
Very, Very Carefully.” Those passionate for the teaching 
of God’s word will have no problem with that caution. 
We wish all people would teach the Bible very, very 
carefully! 

I have been praying since about 1993 that this 
would happen in America and no doubt many others 
have been uttering the same prayer. Praise God He 
answers prayer! 

Time Magazine: 
Teaching the Bible in School 
The article began with this subtitle, “Should the 

Holy Book be on the public-school menu? Yes. It’s 

the bedrock of Western culture. And 
it’s constitutional—as long as we teach 
but don’t preach it.” 

The article not only argues for teach-
ing the Bible in public school, but shows 
that it is happening right now. Speaking 
of one high school teacher in Texas, 

…the day was Thursday, not 
Sunday. And the location was not 
Oakwood Baptist Church, a mile 
down Texas State Highway 46, 
but New Braunfels High School, 
a public school that began offering 
a Bible-literacy class last fall. The class has its 
share of conservative Christians. Front-row 
center sat Rachel Williams, 18, whose mother 
does teach Sunday school at Oakwood. But 
not 20 ft. away sat a blond atheist who asked 
that her name not be used because she hasn’t 
outed herself to her parents. Why take a Bible 
class? I asked her. “Some of my friends are 

Christian,” she said, shrugging, “and they 
would argue about, like, whether you can be 
a Christian and believe in evolution, and I’m 
like, Okaaaay…clueless.” Williams signed up 
for a similar reason. “If somebody is going 
to carry on a sophisticated conversation with 
me, I would rather know what they’re talking 
about than look like a moron or fight my way 
through it,” she says. The class has “gotten a 

Teach the Bible 
in School?

Time magazine makes the case for teaching the Bible in public schools!
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lot of positive feedback,” she adds. “It’s going 
to really rise in popularity.” The same might 
be said about public-school courses on the 
Bible nationwide. There aren’t that many. But 
they’re rising in popularity. Last year Georgia 
became the first state in memory to offer funds 
for high school electives on the Old and New 
Testaments using the Bible as the core text. 
Similar funding was discussed in several other 
legislatures, although the initiatives did not 
become law. Meanwhile, two privately pro-
duced curriculums crafted specifically to pass 
church-state muster are competing for use in 
individual schools nationwide. Combined, 
they are employed in 460 districts in at least 
37 states. The numbers are modest, but their 
publishers expect them to soar. The smaller 
of the two went into operation just last year 
but is already into its second 10,000-copy 
printing, has expressions of interest from a 
thousand new districts this year and expects 
many more. The larger publisher claims to be 
roughly doubling the number of districts it 
adds each year. These new curriculums plus 
polls suggesting that over 60% of Americans 
favor secular teaching about the Bible suggest 
that a Miss Kendrick may soon be talking about 
Matthew in a school near you. 

What catches the eye in this quote are the words of 
the students. They evidently do not feel pressured into 
taking the class, but have signed up for it, not wanting 
to be ignorant nor to look ignorant to their friends, 
having a sincere desire to hold intelligent conversations! 
Who wants to argue against that? 

Another item that we heard in that quote are the 
numbers of schools and the numbers of states offer-
ing this course on the Bible. While there are only 
460 school districts teaching this course, that is still 
a large number, especially when it is considered that 

these districts are spread over 37 states! There are over 
13,000 school districts in America. So, there is a long 
ways to go, but 460 school districts is a start. 

There have been court decisions that people thought 
prevented teaching the Bible, but judges in those cases 
have uttered otherwise. As Time said, 

To some, this idea seems retrograde. Citing 
a series of Supreme Court decisions culminating 
in 1963’s Abington Township School District v. 
Schempp, which removed prayer and devotion 
from the classroom, the skeptics ask whether 
it is safe to bring back the source of all that 
sectarianism. But a new, post-Schempp coali-
tion insists it is essential to do so. It argues that 
teaching the Bible in schools—as an object of 
study, not God’s received word—is eminently 
constitutional. The Bible so pervades Western 
culture, it says, that it’s hard to call anyone 
educated who hasn’t at least given thought to 
its key passages. Justice Robert Jackson’s con-
curring opinion in the 1948 case McCollum v. 
Board of Education: “One can hardly respect 
the system of education that would leave the 
student wholly ignorant of the currents of 
religious thought that move the world society 
for…which he is being prepared,” Jackson 
wrote, and warned that putting all references 
to God off limits would leave public education 
“in shreds.” 

The article makes the point that even non-religious 
people need Bible courses. The bold print and all capitals 
are in the original, “So what? I’m not a very religious 
person SIMPLY PUT, THE BIBLE IS THE MOST 
influential book ever written. Not only is the Bible the 
bestselling book of all time, it is the best-selling book 
of the year every year.” 

Time said that if someone cannot see that the Bible 
should be taught for literature purposes, then it should 

be for historical reasons, “If literature doesn’t interest 
you, you also need the Bible to make sense of the ideas 
and rhetoric that have helped drive U.S. history.” 

Perhaps what caused the writing of this article was 
the publication of a book by Stephen Prothero, Religious 
Literacy: What Every American Needs to Know—and 
Doesn’t. Mr. Prothero chairs the Boston University 
religion department and he believes that classes will 
be taught in an objectionable manner, but that the 
courts will settle the problem. To which Time said, 
“Prothero may be overly sanguine about the workings 
of the U.S. court system. But even if he’s wrong, this 
shouldn’t stop schools from making some effort to 
teach the Bible.” 

Finally, the article ended with this paragraph, 
“And, oh yes, there should be one faith test. Faith in 
our country. Sure, there will be bumps along the way. 
But in the end, what is required in teaching about 
the Bible in our public schools is patriotism: a belief 
that we live in a nation that understands the wisdom 
of its Constitution clearly enough to allow the most 
important book in its history to remain vibrantly ac-
cessible for everyone.” 

Other News Sources 
Other news sources have picked up this story. CBS 

News posted on its web site, an article titled, The Bible 
As Literature, which can be found here: 

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2006/04/16/
sunday/main1501195.shtml

U.S. News & World Report posted an interview with 
Stephen Prothero at this address: 

http://www.usnews.com/usnews/news/articles/
070401/9qa_print.htm 

The Today Show ran a clip and it is posted at this 
addrress by the publisher of The Bible and Its Influ-
ence: 

http://www.bibleliteracy.org/Site/PressRoom/
Video/press_todayshow.htm

Doing a search on the Internet brings up many sto-
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ries that the secular press has covered on this subject. 

We cannot let this opportunity get away from us! 
Here is why. Listen to these quotes. Do you think some-
one observing schools today made these quotes? 

We believe the government schools, in 
an effort to avoid sectarianism, will become 
infidel…The church that gives 
up the education 
of the children to 
other’s will, no 
doubt, have faith-
less members. 

I am much 
afraid that schools 
will prove to be great 
gates of hell unless 
they diligently la-
bor in explaining 
the Holy Scriptures, 
engraving them in 
the hearts of youth. 
I advise no one to 
place his child where 
the Scriptures do 
not reign paramount. 
Every institution in 
which men are not 
increasingly occupied 
with the word of God 
must become corrupt. 

David Lipscomb made 
the first quote (Gospel Ad-
vocate, 1892, reprinted April, 1989, p. 7) and Martin 
Luther made the second quote (The Rebirth of America, 
p. 127). If you think the words of these men have 
been fulfilled, then you should be delighted by what 

is happening in some of America’s schools, as I have 
shown you. Moreover, if you believe that the schools 
can be helped, then you will want to do something 
about it. 

Will the Church Be Ready for the 
Bible in Public Schools? 

This is the title of an 
article by Debbie Bumbalough in the August 2007 
Gospel Advocate. Her question is good one. We have 
a grand opportunity that we must not ignore. What 
can we do to be ready? What can we do to promote 

the teaching of the Bible in the public schools? 

What Can We Do? 

First, let us replace our negative, critical, and bit-
ter attitudes with hope for America’s schools. Things 
are changing. Ecclesiastes says that there is, “A time 
to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a 

time to dance…” (Ec. 3:4). Now is 
the time to laugh! Now 
is the time to dance! 
Realize how much we 
can change in America, 
if we can help get the 
Bible taught in public 
schools again! 

Second, get in-
volved in getting The 
Bible and Its Influence 
used in our schools. I 
have already started the 
process myself. Go to 
this web site and click on 
“Volunteers”: 

http://www.biblelit-
eracy.org/Site/index2.htm

Third, pray that this 
movement grow, and that 
we have the wisdom, cour-
age, knowledge, funding, 
and tenacity to get this 
done! 

Fourth, teach the Bible 
as the word of God (1Th. 2:13). 

✞
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1. Start with yourself. Put God first 
in your own life (M. 22:37, 38). Why? 
Children are smart—they can tell if you 
are putting God first. 

2. Pray continually to God that you 
will gain the knowledge and have the 
wisdom to raise your children in the 
Lord. That your children will be strong 
in faith—strong Christians throughout 
their lives. 

3. Teach them the Scriptures. It is 
the parent’s responsibility to do this. 
The church will help, but it must first 
come from the home. Michael Daves, in 
one of his lessons, stated that a humorist 
once said, “An once of mother is worth a 
pound of clergy.” There is undoubtedly 
some truth to this saying. The Christian 
faith must be lived at home (Pr. 22:6). 

4. Be a good example to them. Why? 

Children learn by being told and by see-
ing. Both methods must be consistent. 
Again, children are smarter than you 
think—they can tell if you are living what 
you are teaching. For example: Attend 
church always. It should not be the child’s 
decision as to whether you attend. If you 
attend regularly, it will never be a ques-
tion as to whether you will go the next 

church service. They will 
know that you are going 
without even asking. 

5. Make sure that 
you build a good 

relationship with 

your children. Each one needs to know 
that they are loved and respected as a 
person. This includes listening to them. 
Spend time with them. Keep a sense of 
humor (Ec. 3:1–4). Don’t be afraid to 
admit that you make mistakes—but learn 
from them and move on. Parents spend 
more time with their children than 
anyone else and they have the most 
influence on their young minds as 
they grow up. 

6. Treat your children 
equally. Don’t compare them 
with each other because 
each one is different. Love 

them equally. 

7. Discipline them when necessary. 
They need a disciplined structure in 
which to live. If you love them, you will 
discipline them when it is necessary (Pr. 
13:24). (This is not any different than 
the fact that you must have discipline in 

the church.) 

8. It is important that they have 
friends who have similar values and 
interests. Less likely to be led astray. 

Parents can’t always control this, 
but you can teach them at an 

early age to seek out friends 
with similar values and in-
terests. 

9. Also teach them to seek 
spouses that have like values—a 

desire to follow God’s word. ✞

The wife of this Christian couple wrote to me (which 
I think shows the Christ-like spirit they have, and I have 
edited her note below) 

Don, I assume you are printing the list as from 
anonymous parents, which is what [we] would 

request. Don’t use our names! 
[We] would add a disclaimer…“what works for 

one family may not for another family.” Following 
a list may help, but no list comes with a guarantee 
for success. 

For my part, I never felt I had a “handle” on 
childraising. You’d think with all these kids [they 
have four faithful Christian adult children], I’d have 
felt myself competent, but it didn’t work that way. 
Each day I did what I thought was right but there 

were nights I lay in my bed, getting tears in my ears, 
crying about what a terrible mother I was. 

Still working on the parenting thing, 
Anonymous
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A boastful voice may say, “I could have told you...

...if you care about people, you risk being hurt and disappoint-
ed.”

...if you teach someone the Bible, you will risk being misunder-
stood, misquoted, or even embarrassed at times.” 

...if you share your prosperity with others in need, you will risk 
being taken, thought a fool, and you may even go broke.”

...if you take the lead in some good work, you risk making mistakes 
in judgment and taking the blame for the failures.”

The voice comes to taunt, “I could have told you…” But brethren, 
it is not the voice of God that says, “Sit and do nothing out of fear!” 
He did not give us “a spirit of fear” (2Ti. 1:7). The Lord’s business is 
risky business in the eyes of the materialist. But to those who love 
and trust God, there is no risk, only reward. We see our goal ahead 
and not the pebbles in the roadway! 

The apostle Paul not only stubbed his toes traveling with the 
gospel, he was stoned, beaten with rods, shipwrecked (2Co. 11:25), 
despised (1Co. 4:10), forsaken by those he helped (2Ti. 4:16), and con-
sidered by many to be foolish (1Co. 4:10). Someone in his generation 
probably said, “I could have told you…” But Paul knew all the risks, 
and still chose to be active in the Lord’s work. 

James 4:17 still reads, “Therefore to him who knows to do good 
and does not do it, to him it is sin.” When we know to do good, and 
fail because of lack of effort, it shows our lack of faith in God. Those 
who do nothing may brag that they never stubbed their toes, but they 
also never got anywhere in the Lord’s work. 

Study carefully the scene in Matthew 25 regarding those who 
did nothing and hear the voice of the Lord say, “Depart from Me, you 
cursed, into the everlasting fire…” (v. 41). Now I ask, dear reader: Who 
really is foolish and who really runs greater risks—those who bury 
their talents and stand still doing nothing, or those who, like Paul, 
“press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus” (Ph. 3:14)?  ✞

You Never Stub Your Toe 
While Standing Still

By Edward Thomason
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The Shipwreck 
By William Turner
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Meditate on the word of God day and night to keep from shipwrecking your faith! 


