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By Don Ruhl 

The Blessings of Scientific and 
Technical Knowledge 

The Conservative Book Club sends 
out a monthly bulletin along with 
their book selections for the month. 
The editor-in-chief, Elizabeth Kantor, 
wrote an excellent article in the April 
21, 2008 issue, 

We today know exponentially 
more about the universe than any 
generation before us. Burgeoning 
scientific knowledge and techni-
cal know-how have enabled us to 
eradicate diseases, explore outer 
space, build skyscrapers, squeeze nearly in-
finite data into infinitesimal spaces, conquer 
the farthest distances with instantaneous 
communications, and achieve prosperity be-
yond the wildest dreams of our ancestors. We 
who live in the twenty-first-century can con-
gratulate ourselves on the success of the great 
project that Francis Bacon recommended to 
the human race at the beginning of the Sci-

entific Revolution: “the mastery of nature for 
the relief of man’s estate” (“And Rightly So,” 
April 21, 2008 by Elizabeth Kantor, editor-
in-chief of Conservative Book Club). 

Who has not benefited from modern science and 
the amazing progress of technology? Every person can 
say that he or she has reaped the perks and lifesaving 
measures of science and technology. 

Looking back at the advancements 
of science in the twentieth century, we 
wonder what the twenty-first century 
promises. What do you think will 
happen during this century or what 
have you heard will be advances for 
the twenty-first century? 

Our scientific and technological 
advances testify to the truth of Gen-
esis, when God said, “Indeed the peo-
ple are one and they all have one lan-
guage, and this is what they begin to 
do; now nothing that they propose to 
do will be withheld from them” (Gen 
11.6). 

Walt Disney went right along with 
that, saying, “If you can dream it, you 

can do it.” It seems he was right, especially in com-
parison with God’s testimony in Genesis. 

Scientific Knowledge Does Not Trump All 
Other Knowledge 

Elizabeth Kantor continued, 
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We today know exponentially more about the universe than any

generation before us. Burgeoning scientific knowledge and

technical know-how have enabled us to eradicate diseases,

explore outer space, build skyscrapers, squeeze nearly infinite

data into infinitesimal spaces, conquer the farthest distances

with instantaneous communications, and achieve prosperity

beyond the wildest dreams of our ancestors. We who live in the

twenty-first-century can congratulate ourselves on the success

of the great project that Francis Bacon recommended to the

human race at the beginning of the Scientific Revolution: "the

mastery of nature for the relief of man’s estate."

But just because our science has harnessed physical nature for

our health, profit, and pleasure, does it necessarily follow that

twenty-first-century people know more about everything else

than our scientifically primitive ancestors did? More about law

and liberty than the eighteenth-century heroes who framed our

Constitution? More about human nature than the medieval

geniuses who used the philosophy of Plato and Aristotle to

arrive at a deeper understanding of Christian Revelation? More

about marriage and sexual morality than the Apostle Paul?

Pretty obviously not. Our ever-increasing mastery of physical

nature sometimes gives people (especially on the Left, but all of

us are susceptible to the illusion) the impression of unstoppable

progress in all our affairs. But in the knowledge and

management of human things (as opposed to merely physical

ones), every real improvement seems to be balanced by a

corresponding loss. We outlawed slavery in the nineteenth

century only to legalize abortion in the twentieth. The last

century saw the rise of popular democracies blessed by the rule

of law -- and of the bloodiest tyrannies history has ever seen.

Why do our science and technology advance while our morality

and politics stagnate, and even deteriorate?

Seeing farther because you stand on the shoulders of giants

(Isaac Newton’s recipe for progress in science) only works if

you take the trouble to climb up to that higher vantage point.

Scientists and engineers have been building cumulatively on the
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But just because our science has har-
nessed physical nature for our health, profit, 
and pleasure, does it necessarily follow that 
twenty-first-century people know more about 
everything else than our scientifically primi-
tive ancestors did? More about law and lib-
erty than the eighteenth-century heroes who 
framed our Constitution? More about human 
nature than the medieval geniuses who used 
the philosophy of Plato and Aristotle to ar-
rive at a deeper understanding 
of Christian Revelation? More 
about marriage and sexual mo-
rality than the Apostle Paul? 

First, we often overrate our ad-
vances, believing that ancient peo-
ple did not do what we have done. 
A secular, non-creation book, An-
cient Inventions, says on the front 
cover, 

From Greek steam engines 
to Roman fire engines...Aztec 
chewing gum to Etruscan false 
teeth...earthquake detectors in 
China to electric batteries in 
Iraq...Stone Age brain surgery 
to Middle Age hand grenades...the Pharaohs’ 
canals to the Cretans’ lavatories...here’s a live-
ly and fascinating look at the genuine Won-
ders of the Past! 

The back cover says, 

A popular misconception exists that the 
builders of the pyramids or the cave painters 
of prehistory were somehow less intelligent 

than we are. This simply isn’t true: there is no 
evidence that the human brain has evolved 
at all in the last fifty thousand years, at least. 
Modern people are merely benefiting from 
thousands of years of accumulated knowledge 
and experimentation, not from increased in-
tellect...The scientific exploration of oceans 
and space presses on, but we also have much 
to lean from the exploration of ancient sci-
ence and technology—the goal of such explo-

ration is unimaginably rich. 

If the authors (Peter James 
and Nick Thorpe) would say that 

with an evolutionary background, 
what should we say with a creation 
background? 

Creation says that the first man had the full intel-
ligence that we have. He was not sub-human, but as 
much human as we are and we are as much human 
as he was. This is true of all people everywhere in the 
world today. 

If we have greater science and technology, it is 
only because we have built on the work of others. 
Therefore, it does not surprise us to read of ancient 
peoples having steam engines, fire engines, chewing 
gum, false teeth, earthquake detectors, electric bat-

teries, brain surgery, hand grenades, and wonderful 
building projects that we call the Seven Wonders of 
the Ancient World. 

Scientific knowledge is good. Yet, Solomon wrote 
of knowledge, 

Wise people store up knowledge, 
But the mouth of the foolish is near destruc-

tion. 
(Pro 10.14) 

Also it is not good for a soul to be without 
knowledge, 

And he sins who hastens with his feet. 
(Pro 19.2) 

However, we 
have to lay the prop-
er foundation for 
knowledge that we 
might learn to keep 
all things in per-
spective, keeping us 
from sinning with 
our knowledge, 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
knowledge, 

But fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
(Pro 1.7) 

First Corinthians 8 shows that knowledge is not 
the greatest thing there is. As magnificent as scientific 
and technological knowledge have become, they are 
not everything and they do not surpass other forms 
of knowledge, “Now concerning things offered to 
idols: We know that we all have knowledge. Knowl-
edge puffs up, but love edifies. And if anyone thinks 

“If you can dream it, you can do it.”
Walt Disney
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that he knows anything, he knows nothing yet as he 
ought to know. But if anyone loves God, this one is 
known by Him” (1Co 8.1–3). 

Knowledge is good, but love is better. What is the 
problem of knowledge alone? It leads to arrogance. 
Giving an undue exaltation to scientific knowledge 
leads to the belief that it is greater than all other forms 
of knowledge. As Solomon said, 

Pride goes before destruc-
tion, 

And a haughty spirit be-
fore a fall. 

(Pro 16.18) 

Therefore, let science and 
technology be balanced with 
other forms of knowledge and 
with love. 

Scientific Knowledge 
Can Breed Arrogance 

Elizabeth Kantor said fur-
ther, 

Our ever-increasing 
mastery of physical nature 
sometimes gives people (es-
pecially on the Left, but all 
of us are susceptible to the illusion) the im-
pression of unstoppable progress in all our af-
fairs. But in the knowledge and management 
of human things (as opposed to merely physi-
cal ones), every real improvement seems to be 
balanced by a corresponding loss. We out-
lawed slavery in the nineteenth century only 

to legalize abortion in the twentieth. The last 
century saw the rise of popular democracies 
blessed by the rule of law—and of the bloodi-
est tyrannies history has ever seen. 

First Timothy 6.20 warns, “O Timothy! Guard 
what was committed to your trust, avoiding the pro-

fane and idle babblings and contradictions of what is 
falsely called knowledge.” The Old King James Ver-
sion has “science” in place of “knowledge.” 

What did Paul warn against? The gospel had been 
committed to Timothy’s trust and he was to guard 
it. Guarding it included avoiding the profane, idle 
babblings, and contradictions of a system of thought 

erroneously called “knowledge.” 
In the case of scientific and technological knowl-

edge, the claim to knowledge in one area, does not 
mean one has all the answers in other areas. Advance-
ment in one field does not guarantee advancement in 
another. 

We have made great strides in some aspects of 
modern living, but, as Elizabeth Kantor argued, we 

have lost ground in other ar-
eas of modern life. We have 
learned how to save and ex-
tend lives, but we kill the un-
born. Is then modern society 
truly better than past societies? 
How do you judge a culture? 

Science Grows, But 
Other Knowledge 

Deteriorates 
Elizabeth Kantor went on 

to question, 

Why do our science and 
technology advance while 
our morality and politics 
stagnate, and even deterio-
rate? 

How do you answer that 
question? To most people, the former appears to be 
objective, but the latter subjective. So, what does that 
mean exactly? They see the latter as open to interpre-
tation, but the former as not. 

The world is fleshly and materialistic, whereas 
matters of morality and politics require true spiritual-
ity. 
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We believe falsely that the Constitution allows 
any form of morality and any form of government. 
Along with that, some believe that the Constitution 
is the supreme law of the universe, believing that the 
Bible is subservient to it. 

All of these things together cause us to be man- or 
self-directed rather than God-directed. We seek our 
own glory rather than the glory of God. 

Past Science Makes Modern Science 
Possible 

Kantor wrote wisely, 

Seeing farther because you stand on the 
shoulders of giants (Isaac Newton’s recipe 
for progress in science) only works if you 
take the trouble to climb up to that higher 
vantage point. Scientists and engineers have 
been building cumulatively on the work of 
their predecessors since the days of Bacon 
and Newton. Too many philosophers, moral-
ists, and social scientists over the same period 
have invested their energies in destroying the 
wisdom of the past rather than building on 
it. 

For the most part, the scientists of the past have 
been believers in God. Yet, how can a society prosper 
when it denigrates past believers in God? 

Many Philosophers Bring Us Down 
Kantor pointed out, 

Machiavelli ignored out of existence the 
whole of philosophy on justice in govern-

ment, advising his Prince only on how to get 
and keep power. Hobbes replaced the Biblical 
account of man’s creation and fall with a de-
structive fiction about a prehistoric “state of 
nature”; Rousseau substituted belief in origi-
nal goodness for the doctrine of original sin 
and inspired the French Revolution. Marga-
ret Mead imagined a perfectly natural society 
free of the tired old sexual conventions; Kin-
sey sold America on a sexual ethic—or rather, 
the abolition of all sexual ethics—based on 
(fraudulent) science instead of on any tradi-
tional morality or religion. 

There are good things in philosophy, but never 
forget the warning of Colossians 2, 

As you therefore have received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and 
built up in Him and established in the faith, 
as you have been taught, abounding in it with 
thanksgiving. Beware lest anyone cheat you 
through philosophy and empty deceit, ac-
cording to the tradition of men, according to 
the basic principles of the world, and not ac-
cording to Christ. For in Him dwells all the 
fullness of the Godhead bodily; and you are 
complete in Him, who is the head of all prin-
cipality and power (Col 2.6–10). 

According to verses 6 and 7, how are we rooted, 
built up, and established in life? It is by receiving 
Christ Jesus the Lord in faith. In Him, we find our 
root and source for being built up. By faith in Him, 
we establish ourselves. Therefore, beware of a system 
of thought that deprives you of faith in Jesus Christ. 

Paul warned that philosophy can do that very 
thing, especially when it follows the tradition of men 

and the basic principles of the world. 
What reason does Paul give in verses 9 and 10 for 

arguing that our completeness comes through Christ 
and not man’s philosophy? In Jesus dwells all the full-
ness of the Godhead. Therefore, we can be complete 
in Him. We do not need the teachings of worldli-
ness. 

Attacking the Giants of Yesterday 
Unfortunately, Kantor, hit the nail on the head, 

when she wrote, 

Sadly, too much of our recent intellectual 
heritage isn’t much more than slings and ar-
rows aimed at the giants of our previous intel-
lectual heritage. 

This is one way to judge what you hear. Who is 
the person attacking and why are they? We do not 
have to agree on everything with the past intellectual 
and spiritual giants, but we should thank God for 
them, because through them God has made our lives 
better, “Therefore I exhort first of all that supplica-
tions, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be 
made for all men, for kings and all who are in author-
ity, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and reverence” (1Ti 2.1, 2). 

This includes both the scientists and technicians 
of today and yesterday, as well as politicians, preach-
ers, and philosophers of today and yesterday who 
held up the light of truth. ✞

Kantor’s article used by permission
Read the original article online at: 

http://www.conservativebookclub.com/blogs/and-rightly-
so.asp?month=4&year=2008

http://www.conservativebookclub.com/blogs/and-rightly-so.asp?month=4&year=2008
http://www.conservativebookclub.com/blogs/and-rightly-so.asp?month=4&year=2008
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�e only is my rock and my 
salvation;

�e is my defense;

� shall not be moved. 
�salm 62.6

Mt. Sopris, Colorado
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Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php

John, The Gospel According to the Eagle 

�editating on the 
�ook of 

�ohn
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Nov 1 John 7.35, 36 

Where Would He Go? 
35, 36 Then the Jews said among themselves, 

“Where does He intend to go that we shall not find 
Him? Does He intend to go to the Dispersion…” 
Hearing that He would go someplace where they 
could not go, they thought that meant someplace 
where they would not go, such as among the Greeks. 
They only thought of earth and the people and places 
they did not like, because they were worldly-mind-
ed people. They did not understand who walked 
and taught among them, that this Man was from 
heaven and to heaven He would return. Remem-
ber the arresting officers heard these things.

Nov 2 John 7.37–39 

The Promise of the Spirit 
37–39 On the last day, that great day of the 

feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If any-
one thirsts, let him come to Me and drink…” Al-
though they could not follow Him right away, 
He did not come merely to say that He was of 
the Father and knew the Father and that they 
did not know the Father. Jesus came, not to taunt, 
but to give, to give eternal life. Therefore, if anyone 
then, and if anyone now, thirsts, Jesus invited all to 
go to Him and drink. He repeated the eating and 
drinking imagery from chapter 6. We do not receive 
His teachings only, but we must receive Him. If we 
drink water, we live in the body. If we drink Jesus, 
we live in the spirit. The Scripture said that he who 
believes in Jesus out of that person’s heart shall flow 
rivers of living water. Isaiah 44 is one among many 
passages, 

For I will pour water on him who is thirsty, 
And floods on the dry ground; 
I will pour My Spirit on your descendants, 
And My blessing on your offspring 
(Isa 44.3) 

Now, why have you not gone to Jesus for a drink 
for your soul? Remember the arresting officers heard 
these things.

Nov 3 John 7.40–44 

Division Because of Jesus 
40–44 Therefore many from the crowd, when 

they heard this saying, said, “Truly this is the Proph-
et.” Others said… Having seen His many signs and 
then hearing His bold spiritual teaching about Him-
self, the people started drawing conclusions. He was 
the Prophet, the one like Moses, some concluded. 
He was the Christ, some went further. To refute that 
last claim, others questioned whether the Christ 
would come out of Galilee. How could the Christ 

come out of Galilee, as Jesus had, if the Scriptures 
said that the Christ was of David and his city? The 
people knew many things about the Prophet and the 
Christ, but they had not put all the things together 
into one person. They had also inferred more than 
the Scriptures implied. For example, the Scripture 
did say that the Christ would be of the city of David 
and born in Bethlehem, but that did not mean He 
would live there all His life, because the Scripture 
also said other things about the Christ being from 
the Galilee area. (E. g., Isa 9.1, 2.) Division over 
Jesus started during His lifetime, even before His 
ministry concluded. Do not let division among the 

believers of Christ discourage you. Division can 
be very strong, as it was in this text. Some wanted 
to lay hands on Jesus, but they still would not 
do it yet. Remember the arresting officers heard 
these things. 

Nov 4 John 7.45–49 

No Experts Believed in 
Jesus 

45–49 Then the officers came to the chief priests 
and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why have you 
not brought Him?” The officers answered… Re-

member the officers whom the Pharisees had sent 
to arrest Jesus? They heard all the teachings of Jesus 
about Himself and His invitation for all people to 
go to Him for drink and for living water to arise 
within, and they heard what the people said about 
Him, and the officers returned to the Pharisees with-
out Him. Listen to the question of the chief priests 
and Pharisees. They wanted to know why the offi-
cers had not brought Jesus, wanting to know further 
why they had not done the job to which they were 

John 7.39
Believe To Receive

Believers, Not Receivers
Let us keep our discussion quite brief.
To receive a thing calls for belief.
So we’re called to believe
After which we receive.
As here writ’ by Commander in Chief.



The Bible Meditator Page 9 November AD 2008

assigned. The Pharisees could not do the dirty work 
themselves, but like to talk about others behind 
their backs. How many police officers have heard 
someone preaching like Jesus and could not arrest 
the speaker? It was what Jesus said that kept the of-
ficers from arresting Jesus. “No man ever spoke like 
this Man!” They knew it was not right to arrest such 
a Man. What was His crime? Those men risked their 
jobs and they did not know as much about Jesus as 
we do. Did they become His followers later? Look 
at the comeback of the rulers. First, they accused the 
officers of being deceived. Second, none of the rul-
ers or Pharisees believed in Him. Third, the people 
who believed in Jesus did not know the Law and 
were accursed. The “accursed” crowd that, “did 
not know the Law” knew more than the experts, 
the scholars. Sometimes the experts get too deep 
into their own diggings and miss the point of re-
ligion or the Scriptures. An expert in any field 
can get so deep into something that he misses the 
larger picture and draws wrong conclusions. Do 
not get complicated when you come to the Scrip-
tures, but keep everything as simple as you can. 

Nov 5 John 7.50–52 

Judging a Man 
50–52 Nicodemus (he who came to Jesus by 

night, being one of them) said to them… The of-
ficers did not do as told, but Nicodemus went fur-
ther and questioned how they could judge a man 
without hearing from him. He wanted to know if 
their Law judged a man without hearing from him. 
Is our Law, the New Testament, different? Brethren, 
we need desperately to hear what Nicodemus said. 
Do we withhold our judgments about people un-
til we have heard from them? Do we make charges 

against people without giving them a chance to de-
fend themselves? Remember as you judge so shall 
you be judged. Remember also we shall give an ac-
count of every word we speak. Remember Proverbs 
18.13, 

He who answers a matter before he hears it, 
It is folly and shame to him. 
(Pro 18.13) 

The Pharisees rebuked Nicodemus, telling him 
that no prophet had come from Galilee, but Jonah 
was from the Galilee region (2Ki 14.25). 

Nov 6 John 7.53–8.1 

Their Separate Ways 
7.53–8.1 And everyone went to his own house… 

Nothing was resolved. What did those people think 
and talk about when they got home? Jesus watched 
over the city from the Mount of Olives, not to stay 
away, but to return. 

What have you resolved about Jesus? What have 

you learned from this narrative? Jesus has gone to 
the Mount of Olives up on high. He watches you. 
He will return. Are you prepared for Him? 

Testing the Son of God 

Shall the creature test the 
Creator? 

Nov 7 John 8.2–30 
Shall the creature test the Creator to find some-

thing against Him? Jesus had gone to the temple and 
taught that He did not speak from Himself, that 
the Father sent Him to teach, and that He would 
leave soon, but He added, “If anyone thirsts, let 
him come to Me and drink. He who believes in 
Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will 
flow rivers of living water” (Joh 7.37b, 38). 

Having taught things of that nature, the peo-
ple wanted to hear more, and He had more to 
teach. Here is what happened next. 

John 8.2–11 Testing the Son 
of God! 

Nov 8 John 8.2 Jesus Taught 
2 Now early in the morning He came again into 

the temple… Jesus taught publicly in the morning 
and all the people came to Him. Yet, Jesus did no 
advertising. He was the advertising. How can you 
be the advertising for Jesus and His church? 

Nov 9 John 8.3–5 

A Woman Caught in Adultery 

John 8.31–47
Sons of Abraham or Devil?

Sons of the Devil
Sons of Abram or those of the Dev’l
Do not operate on the same lev’l.
I, who meant you no ill,
You are ready to kill.
Like your Father, you always dishev’l.
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3–5 Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to 
Him a woman caught in adultery… Jesus taught 
and the people went to Him, but not all accepted 
Him. Some objected to Him and His teaching. If 
we do as our Teacher did and teach, keep in mind: 
Teaching is a challenge. So, teaching is for people 
who want to change lives. However, changing peo-
ple’s lives does not always bring positive responses. 
Prepare to teach and be prepared for both kinds of 
responses. You will see people who would die for 
you, and you will see people who would like to see 
you die. Somehow the scribes and Pharisees had a 
woman who had been caught in adultery and they 
brought her to Jesus, although they did not bring 
the man. They placed this woman right in the mid-
dle as a test to see what He would say, stating what 
Moses had already said, “The man who commits 
adultery with another man’s wife, he who commits 
adultery with his neighbor’s wife, the adulterer and 
the adulteress, shall surely be put to death” (Lev 
20.10). Okay, why did the scribes and Pharisees not 
do it? Were they disobeying Moses? Why bring her 
to Jesus and ask Him what should be done? Next, 
John revealed their motives. 

Nov 10 John 8.6 

Testing Jesus 
6 This they said, testing Him, that they might 

have something of which to accuse Him… They 
wanted Him to contradict Moses. They had no in-
terest in learning from Jesus, but to trip Him up 
or to do their own teaching or to make statements. 
Sitting down earlier, Jesus had risen to talk with 
these scribes and Pharisees. Seeing what they did to 
this woman and knowing of their test of Him, He 
ignored them, and stooped down to write on the 

ground with His finger. 

Nov 11 John 8.7, 8 

Stone Her 
7, 8 So when they continued asking Him, He 

raised Himself up and said to them… They would 
not let Him get away with not answering their 
question, so they kept asking Him until they got 
what they wanted. Then the Son of God, the Cre-
ator, raised Himself up and spoke briefly. He did 
not contradict Moses. He did not oppose them. He 
did not speak up for the woman. He took no action 
against the woman. Yes, she sinned, but so had they. 
Therefore, the one without sin should be the first to 
throw a stone at her. Then He stooped down again 
and wrote on the ground. Sometimes you have to 
make others see whether they will live by what they 
demand. Speak what people want and they will turn 
against it. First Kings 3 says two women approached 
Solomon. Each had a baby. During the night one of 
them rolled onto her baby and killed him. Then she 
made a switch with her friend, claiming the other 
woman killed her son and the living child was hers. 
After asking for a sword, Solomon said, “Divide the 
living child in two, and give half to one, and half 
to the other” (1Ki 3.25). His wisdom presented the 
solution and he distanced himself from it. He knew 
what would happen. Do you know? Read First Kings 
3. Jesus did the same thing. He presented the solu-
tion and then distanced himself from the situation. 

Nov 12 John 8.9 

They Left 
9 Then those who heard it, being convicted by 

their conscience… They knew they were in the same 
boat as the woman. Perhaps some of them had even 
committed adultery. For those who had not com-
mitted adultery, they had done other things that 
they knew were worthy of death, including the sin 
of self-righteousness, believing they were better than 
the woman and better than Jesus. However, their 
conscience slithered into their hearts and bit them! 
They knew they were unqualified to stone her. They 
knew their motives were wrong. Did Jesus contra-
dict the Law of Moses? The enemies of Jesus were 
right, Moses did command the death of the woman, 
along with the man with whom she had committed 
adultery. The Law of Moses also said the witnesses 
to the sin were to throw the first stone. So then, 
where was the man and where were the witnesses? 
Moreover, Jesus did not endorse their use of this 
woman. They did not seek justice, but only to trip 
Him up. 

Nov 13 John 8.10, 11 

Jesus and the Woman 
10, 11 When Jesus had raised Himself up and 

saw no one but the woman, He said to her… Af-
ter some time, Jesus stood back up and saw only 
the woman. He asked where her accusers were and 
whether anyone condemned her. No one had. Lis-
ten carefully to the twofold response of Jesus. First, 
He did not condemn her. He could not, since the 
witness to her adultery had not condemned her. He 
would not, since He saw how they had used her. He 
did not, because she repented (We assume). Second, 
He told her to go and sin no more. (If she had not 
repented, He told her to.) This does not teach that 
we can continue in sin or sinful relationships. Jesus 
told her to quit sinning, to quit committing adul-
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tery. As the narrative shows, Jesus had not finished 
teaching. The scribes and Pharisees had interrupted 
His teaching. The people who had gathered at the 
temple that morning to hear the teaching of Jesus, 
also saw what the scribes and Pharisees did and the 
people saw how Jesus handled the situation. There 
was more they needed to hear. 

John 8.12–20 Self-Witness of 
Jesus 

Nov 14 John 8.12 

Jesus Is the Light 
12 Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I 

am the light of the world…” Jesus is the light of 
the world, and the people just saw a demonstra-
tion of that, when Jesus used His light to expose 
the dark intentions of the scribes and Pharisees. 
Moreover, if He is the light of the world, and we 
follow Him, we shall not walk in darkness, but 
we shall have the light of life! Is there a reason you 
have not started following Him? 

Nov 15 John 8.13 

Pharisees Denied His Witness 
13 The Pharisees therefore said to Him… The 

Pharisees who had not participated in the evil use 
of the woman attempted to refute Jesus, saying that 
He bore witness of Himself, making His witness 
untrue. Why did they reason like that? Did they be-
lieve He made an arrogant claim? Did they believe 
that such a claim had to be substantiated by God? 

Nov 16 John 8.14–18 

Self-Witness Is True 
14–18 Jesus answered and said to them, “Even 

if I bear witness of Myself, My witness is true, for I 
know where I came from and where I am going…” 
The self-witness of Jesus was true. Why would it be 
false? Do we not want to hear from the one who 
makes a claim for himself? His witness was true, 
because He knew where He came from and where 
He was going. He came from heaven and would re-
turn to heaven. He knows the light because He had 

dwelt eternally in the light. Yet, the Pharisees did 
not know where Jesus came from and where He was 
going. They judged Him by the flesh. They saw Him 
as only a man, the son of Joseph and Mary, which 
was why they concluded He could not be the light 
of the world. Physically speaking, there was nothing 
impressive about Jesus. Whereas, He did not judge 
anyone according to the flesh. Yet, if He did judge, 
His judgment was true, because it was not accord-
ing to the flesh. Why was it true? He was not alone, 

but He was with the Father who sent Him. There-
fore, His witness was true, because the Law said the 
testimony of two men was true. Jesus witnessed who 
He was and the Father bore witness of Jesus. That 
means that what Jesus spoke the true. 

Nov 17 John 8.19 

Jesus and His Father 
19 Then they said to Him, “Where is Your Fa-

ther?” Jesus answered, “You know neither Me nor 
My Father…” Having been silenced by Jesus on 

the matters of His self-witness and the adulter-
ous woman, they looked for something else on 
which they might condemn Him. They found it! 
Jesus kept referring to His Father. And the refer-
ences seemed to be more than His father Joseph. 
Perhaps they remembered an early conversation 
with Him, which we read in John 5, “But Jesus 
answered them, ‘My Father has been working 
until now, and I have been working.’ Therefore 
the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because 
He not only broke the Sabbath, but also said that 
God was His Father, making Himself equal with 
God” (Joh 5.17, 18). Back in chapter 8, He told 
the Pharisees that they did not know Him or His 

Father. If they truly knew who He was, they would 
have known who His Father was, for He who knows 
Jesus, knows His Father. 

Nov 18 John 8.20 

They Could Not Arrest Jesus 
20 These words Jesus spoke in the treasury… 

Having silenced, refuted, and humiliated the Phari-
sees, they still could not arrest Him, because it was 

John 8.12–20
Jesus, the Light of the World

Light’s Out
Jesus answered with maxi-aplomb.
You don’t know, Pharisees, where I’m from.
They had challenged the Light
And their logic seemed tight,
He escaped for His time had not come.
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not time for it yet. It was not that they lacked the 
desire or the means, but all things pertaining to Je-
sus happened according to God’s timing. Generally 
speaking, men, governments, businesses, weather, 
and all other things do not control the world. God 
controls the world. 

Nov 19 John 8.21–30 

Believe That He Is the One 
21–30 Then Jesus said to them again, “I am 

going away, and you will seek Me, and will die in 
your sin…” Jesus would go away and, interest-
ingly, they would seek Him, but not seeking Him 
in a good way, because they would die in their 
sin. Therefore, they could not go where He was 
going. That puzzled the Pharisees. The only way 
they figured He could go away without them be-
ing able to follow would be for Him to kill Him-
self. His response to that was to explain that they 
were not qualified to go with Him. They could 
not follow Him, because they were from beneath. 
He was from above and since they were from be-
low, they could not follow Him. They were of this 
world and He was not of this world. They could 
not follow Him, because not believing who He 
is, they were not of heaven yet, but still of the earth. 
Thus, they would die in their sins, rather than being 
saved from their sins. They could not find fault with 
Him in regard to His Father, so, they found another 
thing. Verse 25 shows that they asked Him who He 
was. He stated that He was whom He had been tell-
ing them. He added that He had more to say and 
to judge pertaining to them, but He wanted them 
to know that the One who sent Him was true and 
Jesus spoke what He heard from the Father to the 
world. John wrote in verse 27 that they had no idea 

Jesus spoke to them of the Father. However, Jesus 
assured the Pharisees and all who listened to Him, 
that the time was coming when they would lift Him 
up, prophesying of His crucifixion, and then they 
would know His true identity, that He did noth-
ing of Himself, that He taught as His Father taught 
Him, that the One who sent Him was with Him, 
that the Father had not left Jesus alone, and that 
Jesus always did those things that pleased the Fa-
ther. Finally, John said in verse 30, many believed 
in Jesus. 

Have you arrived where those believers arrived? 
Why not complete your belief and obey Jesus today 

and be baptized? 

Abide in the Word of Jesus 

If you want freedom, live in 
the word of Christ 

Nov 20 John 8.31–59 
In the first 30 verses of John 8, the Lord wit-

nessed about Himself. Finally, in verse 30, John said 
many people believed in Jesus. Then Jesus addressed 
those new believers. Keep in mind that every per-
son we shall read about are people who believed in 
Jesus. 

Nov 21 John 8.31, 32 

Abide in the Word of Jesus 
31, 32 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed 

Him, “If you abide in My word…” Jesus told the 
Jews, to abide in His word and two things would 

happen. First, they would be His disciples. Sec-
ond, they would know the truth. Once they knew 
the truth it would make them free. Therefore, 
abiding in the word of Christ has to be the prior-
ity. To abide in the word is to live in the word. To 
live in the word is to have the word live in you. 
Abide in the word by meditating in it day and 
night and doing whatever it says to do. When 
the Jews heard that they could be made free, they 
understood Jesus to mean that they were not cur-
rently free. 

Nov 22 John 8.33–36 

Freedom 
33–36 They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s 

descendants…” They objected to His teaching, be-
cause they were Abraham’s descendants and claimed 
they had never been in bondage to anyone! What 
did they mean by that? How could they say that? 
Abraham’s descendants had experienced political 
bondage numerous times. They were in bondage 
in Egypt. The Book of Judges records several times 
when they were in bondage. The northern kingdom 

John 8.21–30
Jesus Claims to be The ‘I AM’

Die If You Don’t
He said, b’lieve Me but they said, “We won’t”.
Then you’ll die in your sins since you don’t.
Once you’ve looked at the Son
And seen I AM the One
You’ll have faith in what’s long been postpon’t.
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almost disappeared into Assyrian bondage. The 
southern kingdom suffered 70 years of Babylonian 
bondage. The Jews suffered horrible bondage under 
the Greeks. At the time they spoke to Christ, Rome 
dominated the Jews. However, rather than mention-
ing all those things, Jesus spoke to them of spiritual 
bondage. Whoever commits sin is in bondage to sin. 
Political bondage or freedom, or any other kind, is 
nothing compared to spiritual bondage. If you are in 
spiritual bondage, you will not abide in the house of 
God forever. The Son abides forever, and whomever 
He makes free is truly free. Therefore, if the Son of 
God makes you free, you are free. Do not argue with 
Him about it, because Christianity supersedes all 
other considerations. 

Nov 23 John 8.37–47 

Whose Children Are You? 
37–47 “I know that you are Abraham’s de-

scendants, but you seek to kill Me, because My 
word has no place in you…” Jesus acknowledged 
that they were of Abraham’s flesh, but they were 
not of his spirit, because they sought to kill Je-
sus, something Abraham never would have done. 
They sought to kill Jesus because they would not 
allow the word of Christ to abide in them. This is 
what happens when the word of God does not abide 
in people. Why has our society gone the way it has? 
Jesus revealed the reason here. Then in verse 38, 
look at what Jesus said to those who were believ-
ers in Him. Both Jesus and the Jews imitated their 
fathers, and His Father and the father of these Jews 
were not the same. They picked up on His terminol-
ogy. Therefore, they claimed Abraham again as their 
father. Jesus refuted their claim to be the children of 
Abraham, saying that if they were his children, they 

would do his works, but instead of that, they sought 
to kill Jesus who only told them the truth, truth 
He heard from God. Abraham did not do that, im-
plying that Jesus was greater than Abraham. Rather 
than doing the works of Abraham, these Jews who 
believed in Jesus did the works of their father. Jesus 
just proved that Abraham was not their father. Je-
sus also demonstrated earlier that God was not their 
father. They realized that Jesus had done that. So, 
they quickly denied that they had been born of for-
nication, and claimed God as their Father, attempt-
ing to lay claim to someone greater than Abraham. 
These Jews were believers of Jesus, but they were not 

obedient to Him, so that they were still not of God. 
Jesus countered (v. 42ff), that if God were their Fa-
ther, they would love Jesus, because He had come 
from the Father. Again, Jesus affirmed that He had 
not come of Himself, but the Father sent Him. Je-
sus relentlessly refused to take the glory for Himself, 
but always gave the glory to the Father. They could 
not understand any of the things Jesus taught, be-
cause He said (v. 43) they could not listen to His 
word. They believed some of His words (v. 30), but 

they did not open their hearts and their lives to all 
His words. Then He boldly revealed who their Fa-
ther was. Their father was the devil and they were 
seeking to do the desires of their father, the devil, 
who wanted Jesus dead, and these Jews wanted Je-
sus dead. The devil murders and lies, because there 
is no truth in Him. That description fit the Jews 
of Christ’s generation. They believed Him, but they 
wanted Him dead. Jesus spoke the truth (v. 45), and 
they did not believe Him. They had started down a 
good road, believing in Jesus, but then they could 
not handle any more truth. They wanted to con-
vict the adulteress of sin, but Jesus boldly challenged 

them to convict Him of sin. If they could not 
find sin in Him, but discovered that He spoke the 
truth, He wanted to know why they would not 
believe Him. Jesus challenges many people with 
that declaration today. Many believe in Him, but 
they do nothing with it. Do they fail to become 
His disciples because they have found sin in Him? 
If not, and they like Him because He speaks the 
truth, why do they not become His active disci-
ples? Jesus revealed the problem in verse 47. They 
were not of God. That explains the reason many 
today do not believe Jesus. 

Nov 24 John 8.48–53 

Son of God Or Demon-
Possessed? 

48–53 Then the Jews answered and said to Him, 
“Do we not say rightly that You are a Samaritan 
and have a demon?” Jesus answered, “I do not have 
a demon…” Offended by what Jesus said, those 
Jews charged Jesus with being a Samaritan and hav-
ing a demon. He was obviously not of them, some-

John 8.48–59
Ridiculing Jesus Didn’t Work

Over-Matched
Egotistical sons of Ab-ram
Were about to receive ‘body-slam’.
When they questioned His age
He responded with sage,
“Before Ab-ram was born, I’m I AM”.
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thing they could see themselves, and something He 
acknowledged. To them, that meant He was a de-
spised Samaritan and had a demon, implying that 
they were the pure race and did not operate by de-
mons. Jesus did not answer the charge of being a Sa-
maritan, but flatly denied having a demon, because 
Jesus honored His Father, (something demons do 
not do), whereas the Jews dishonored Jesus, imply-
ing that they were the ones following demons. Jesus 
did not seek His own glory, something a demon-
possessed man would do. Whereas whoever kept the 
word of Jesus would never see death. Again, the Jews 
picked up on something they thought they could 
use against Him. He said that anyone keeping 
His word would never see death. That convinced 
them He had a demon, whom, they believed, had 
deceived Him. Abraham and the prophets were 
all dead, but Jesus claimed to be greater than 
them all, because He taught that people keeping 
His word would never see death. They wanted 
to know plainly whom He made Himself out to 
be, as they put it, because whatever He said, they 
already believed, it would be a lie. 

Nov 25 John 8.54–56 

Jesus Spoke the Truth 
54–56 Jesus answered, “If I honor Myself, My 

honor is nothing…” Jesus would not flippantly pick 
up their challenge and brag of whom He was. To 
honor Himself meant nothing. However, the Father 
honored Him, the very One whom they claimed 
was their God. Yet, obviously they did not know 
Him, but Jesus knew Him. If Jesus denied knowing 
the Father, Jesus would be a liar like them, but He 
did know the Father and kept His word. Then in 
verse 56, He really knocked them over. Their fleshly 

father Abraham rejoiced to see the day of Christ, 
and Abraham saw it and was glad. So, yes, Jesus 
claimed to be greater than Abraham. Jesus by that 
admission, claimed at least to exist at the time of 
Abraham. 

Nov 26 John 8.57–59 

Before Abraham 
57–59 Then the Jews said to Him, “You are 

not yet fifty years old…” Jesus was a young man, 
not even close to 50 years old. How then could He 

claim to have seen or to be seen by Abraham? Then 
Jesus made the boldest move and claim in this de-
bate. Before Abraham even was, Jesus already was, 
by claiming to be the I AM, claiming to be the One 
who spoke to Moses. They could not handle that, 
and abandoned arguing with Him, but while they 
could not throw stones at the adulteress woman, 
they could throw stones at Jesus. Jesus did not waste 
His time arguing anymore and since it was not His 
time, He hid Himself and found a way out of the 
temple and passed right through them in the confu-

sion. 
Amazingly, with people looking to kill Him, He 

did not get out of the area completely, but found 
someone to help, which we shall see in chapter 9. 
Can you be classified as a believer in Jesus? You have 
just seen that being a believer alone does not make 
you of God and that does not yet set you free from 
the bondage of sin. Are you ready to do what comes 
next? 

Can You See? (Part 1) 

You can see with the eyes of 
the body, but can you see 
with the eyes of the spirit? 

Nov 27 John 9.1–12 
Before seeing the incident in John 9, look at 

the end of John 8. Jesus had declared, “Most as-
suredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM” 
(John 8.58). They understood Him to mean He 
appeared to Moses in the burning bush. Jesus 
equated Himself with God. They could not let 
that stand, so look at what they sought to do, 
“Then they took up stones to throw at Him; but 

Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple, going 
through the midst of them, and so passed by” (John 
8.59). 

They wanted to kill Him, but but instead of 
leaving Jerusalem entirely and finding a safe place, 
He walked out of the temple and noticed a man 
begging. Jesus had His own problems, but He saw 
the man and did not ignore him, but showed the 
man compassion. 

John 9.1–7
Jesus Heals Man Born Blind

Man Blind From Birth
The disciples thought sin was the cause.
The Lord’s answer gave ev’ryone pause.
He used dust mixed with spit
To work optic refit.
We’re still waiting to hear the applause.



The Bible Meditator Page 15 November AD 2008

Nov 28 John 9.1–5 

The Blind and Sin 
1–5 Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who 

was blind from birth… The disciples also noticed 
the man and asked about his condition. They ques-
tioned: who sinned, the man or his parents, that 
caused his blindness? The disciples were like all 
people, believing that one’s suffering is rooted in 
a sin that person has committed. We want to find 
someone or something to blame, or someone to pay 
for it. We do not want to accept that some things 
just happen. The apostles assumed that sin caused 
the man’s blindness. Is that true? Jesus revealed that 
neither the man nor his parents sinned to cause his 
blindness. However, all suffering came as a result of 
Adam’s sin. Not as a form of punishment, but once 
sin entered the world, death and its cousins came 
with it. If the man had sinned, it would have been 
before his birth, since he was born blind. Did the 
apostles believe in reincarnation? Was the Hindu 
teaching of karma prevailing then? Yes, but we do 
not know if the disciples picked up on it. Some-
times, but not in this case in John, it is the parent’s 
sin that causes harm to their children. Ezekiel 18 
shows that the Jews of Ezekiel’s time believed that 
the children suffered punished for the sins of the 
parents, 

“What do you mean when you use this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, saying: 

‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, 
And the children’s teeth are set on edge’?” 
(Eze 18.2). 

Then God refuted that thinking, “‘As I live,’ says 

the Lord GOD, ‘you shall no longer use this proverb 
in Israel. 

Behold, all souls are Mine; 
The soul of the father 
As well as the soul of the son is Mine; 
The soul who sins shall die.’” 
(Eze 18.3, 4) 

Jesus answered the question by saying that nei-
ther the man nor his parents sinned. This man was 
born blind to reveal God’s works. Jesus came to re-
veal God’s works. Therefore, Jesus is the light of the 
world. Consider the answer of Jesus carefully. The 
man’s blindness had a cause, which was to provide 
an opportunity to reveal the works of God. Is there a 
reason for suffering? Yes, there can be. We just want 
to be well and never suffer, but Jesus taught that 
suffering has a purpose. The purpose here was to 
reveal something about God. Can you reveal some-
thing about God in your suffering? Perhaps we can-
not always know why things are so, but rather than 
finding someone to blame and fretting about it, we 
can do as Jesus did, and do something about it. In-
terestingly, part of the answer of Jesus was that He 
was the light of the world. What is light for? We use 
light to see. Jesus as the light would reveal the works 
of God in this blind man. Likewise, we are the light 
of the world. God put us here to show the world 
His works. One way to show His works is through 
our suffering, or someone else’s suffering. With our 
suffering we can reveal God. When others suffer, we 
can find ways to reveal God. 

Nov 29 John 9.6, 7 

The Blind and Spit 

6, 7 When He had said these things, He spat on 
the ground and made clay with the saliva… What 
did Jesus say He was going to do in verses 3–5? Re-
veal the works of God. Did He do as promised? Yes, 
because what Jesus did was not practicing medicine, 
but He who made man, giving him sight from the 
dust of the earth, used the dust again to give sight. 
What Jesus did, no one can do. We can give peo-
ple sight, but only through surgery. Why did Jesus 
not speak the miracle as He did at other times? The 
blind man had a part to play, there was something 
he could do. Sometimes a person could do nothing, 
but if a person could do something, Jesus had him 
do it. God does not do what we can do for ourselves. 
He does what we cannot do for ourselves. However, 
He will not do that if we do not do our part. Why 
did Jesus heal the man with spit and dirt? God can 
do whatever He wants. If He used the same formula 
every time, people would think the power was in the 
formula! Acts 19.13–16 shows some Jews who be-
lieved this very thing. God worked different kinds of 
miracles through Paul. Seven men observed this and 
thought they could duplicate Paul’s miracles. The 
power was not in the formula, but in Jesus. Vary-
ing the method demonstrated that the formula was 
not the power. Consider this also: John showed that 
Jesus is the Son of God and is God Himself! God 
made man of dust of the earth (Gen 3). In this pas-
sage Jesus healed a man with the dust of the earth, 
showing that Jesus is the Creator and still controls 
His creation. Again, while Jesus did heal the man, 
Jesus still required the man to do something, but 
what if the blind man had washed elsewhere or not 
at all? Would He have been healed? It was just as 
when Elisha told Naaman to wash seven times in 
the Jordan River. Elisha meant what he said and said 
what he meant. Jesus meant what He said and said 
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what He meant, also. Why do people argue with the 
Lord and want to do something else? Simplify life 
by doing what the Lord says to do in the way He 
says to do it. Before Jesus gave the man his sight, 
Jesus first put a saliva and dust mixture on the man’s 
eyes. What does it feel like to have a speck of dust in 
your eye? It is irritating. Sometimes the Lord does 
unusual things or even irritating things to us, before 
He blesses us. Can you handle that? Or do you insist 
that He make everything pleasant always? Can He 
use the common things of this world to bless you? He 
does all the time. Does not everything we put into 
our stomachs come originally from the soil? Look 
at the last sentence of 
verse 7. The man went 
and did as Jesus said. 
Could we say the man 
blindly followed Jesus? 
The man did not argue 
or question the Lord’s 
method, but just did 
what the Lord said to 
do. Did it seem like it 
would work? No, but 
the man did it anyway. 
If we believe that Jesus 
is Lord, should we not 
also blindly obey Him? 
Not that we should 
be ignorant, but un-
hesitatingly obedient! 
When he obeyed Jesus, 
for the first time in the 
man’s life, he could see! 
He saw his parents for 
the first time. He saw 
the temple that others 

had tried to explain its grandeur to him. He could 
see a leaf fall from a tree. He could watch clouds 
form and move in the sky. Have we forgotten the 
wonder of everyday occurrences? 

Nov 30 John 9.8–12 

The Blind and His Friends 
8–12 Therefore the neighbors and those who 

previously had seen that he was blind said… His 
friends wondered what happened to him. They even 
questioned whether it was him. Some affirmed it 

was. Others thought he looked like their friend. He 
affirmed his identity. Seeing him look them in the 
eye as he never had before, they wanted to know 
what happened. They may have heard that Jesus had 
done this for others, nevertheless, their excitement 
for him led them to ask how it happened. Verse 11 
begins to show the brilliant thinking of the blind 
man. His eyes had been dull, but his thinking was 
sharp. Never make the mistake of believing that 
someone’s impaired physical condition impairs his 
mental, emotional, and spiritual conditions. See 
how he answered the question of his friends. He said 
in brief: Jesus did this. Jesus said this. I did what He 

said. Now I see. Noth-
ing complicated. He 
did not need prolonged 
training or prodding to 
speak simple truth. You 
can do that when talk-
ing to your loved ones. 
Having heard the simple 
explanation from their 
formerly blind friend, 
they wanted to know 
where Jesus was. Again 
the man’s explanation 
was simple and he told 
the truth about Jesus. 
When you tell others 
your simple connection 
to Jesus, they will want 
to know where He is. 
Moreover, if you do not 
know something about 
Jesus or the Bible, be 
like this man and say 
you do not know. ✞

“Our Constitution was 

made only for a moral 

and religious people. It is 

wholly inadequate for the 

government of any other.”

John Adams
(First Vice President, Second President of the United States of America)
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