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By Michael E. Brooks

“The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, 
the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. The king spoke, 
saying to the wise men of Babylon, ‘Whoever reads 
this writing, and tells me its interpretation, shall be 
clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around 
his neck; and he shall be the third ruler in the king-
dom.’ Now all the king’s wise men came, but they 
could not read the writing, or make known to the 
king its interpretation” (Dan 5.7, 8 NKJV).

The packet of long slender bread rolls purchased 
in a supermarket in Khulna, Bangladesh was clear-
ly labeled “hot duck bread.” After searching in vain 
for some hot ducks with which to eat it, we came to 
the conclusion that what was intended was “hot dog 
buns” (or bread).  As is so often observed, much is 
often lost in translation.  

Our understanding of the Bible is undeniably af-
fected by the necessity of translation. Even those who 
have the opportunity and ability to learn the original 
languages in which Scripture was written (primarily 
Hebrew and Greek) labor with the hardship of work-
ing with a “second language,” with which relatively 
few become truly fluent. The vast majority of Bible 

readers must think in a language other than that in 
which the concepts of Scripture were first revealed.  

This is not an insurmountable difficulty. Jesus 
and the apostles, whose native tongue was almost cer-
tainly Aramaic, seem to have worked primarily with 
the Septuagint—the Old Testament translated into 
the Greek language. The great theologians of the early 
centuries of Christianity were primarily Latin speak-
ers, though some were obviously multi-lingual. Some 
great preachers and Bible scholars of modern times are 
limited in fluency with the Biblical languages. These 
facts have not denied us access to revealed truths, nor 
have they made the Bible any less the Word of God, 
written for us (Rom 15.4; 1Co 10.11).

The necessity of translation however does intro-
duce possibilities of misunderstanding that we must 
acknowledge and work diligently to avoid. Words in 
different languages rarely have the identical range of 
meanings. Idiomatic phrases, grammatical construc-
tions peculiar to a particular tongue, and other idio-
syncrasies produce disparate meanings.  

How does the sincere seeker of truth deal with 
these difficulties? There are many tested methods 
which give assurance of sound interpretation. First, 
choose a standard, well-established translation, which 
begins with the text in its original languages. For se-

rious study of difficult passages, read and compare 
multiple translations, not just to choose which mean-
ing one likes best, but to assure that all possible inter-
pretations are presented. Only after determining this 
may one then compare other passages of the Bible 
and one’s knowledge of the overall Biblical purpose 
to determine the true interpretation. 

Someone has said that the most important trans-
lation of the Bible is that into one’s life, rather than 
into one’s language. Here, too, there may be difficul-
ties of expression. Each one’s efforts to apply Scrip-
tural truth will be to some degree imperfect. Each 
will make mistakes. Does that invalidate the “trans-
lation”? Not at all. God has promised his patience 
and mercy, forgiving us of our sins, if we continue to 
repent and strive for perfection (1Jo 1.8–2.2). 

Just as I can find hot dog buns in a strange coun-
try, in spite of imperfect labeling, so can we see the 
influence of Jesus in imperfect Christians. Let us con-
tinue to work to achieve perfection, but let us also 
rely on the grace of God, and the patience of other 
Christians. “And be kind to one another, tenderheart-
ed, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ for-
gave you” (Eph 4.32). ✞

Taken from: 
http://www.forthright.net/field_notes/translation_difficulties.html

Translation Difficulties
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Philip Schaff, Church Historian, 

“This �esus of �azareth, without money and arms, 
conquered more millions than Alexander, Caesar, 
Mohammed, and Napoleon; without science and learning, 
He shed more light on things human and divine than 
all philosophers and scholars combined; without the 
eloquence of schools, He spoke such words of life as were 
never spoken before or since, and produced effects which 
lie beyond the reach of orator or poet; without writing 
a single line, He set more pens in motion, and furnished 
themes for more sermons, orations, discussions, learned 
volumes, works of art, and songs of praise than the whole 

army of great men of ancient and modern times.” 

Quoted by Josh McDowell, Evidence That Demands a Verdict, 1979, p. 24 
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By Don Ruhl 

Do you like: Cold French fries? Cold black cof-
fee? Do you like it when the restaurant server fails to 
bring the food as it gets cold? Do you cook your food 
hot, then let it cool down completely before serving 
it? 

If we want hot food hot, why do we accept cold 
faith? God did not design faith to be cold and inac-

tive. He designed it be hot and active. 

Do You Like Cold Faith? 
What kind of worship leaders should we have? 

Do you want song leaders who are not serious about 
the songs? Do you want prayer leaders who pray the 
same things without much thought? Do you want 
preachers to deliver lifeless sermons? Do you want 
men making comments before the Lord’s Supper and 

before the contribution to sound as though what God 
has done for us was not all that great? Do you want a 
cold faith in your own heart? 

Turn on the fire of faith by learning how to get 
faith! Romans 10 reveals the not-so secret plan for 
having faith, “So then faith comes by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God” (Rom 10.17). 

Have a plan to read through the entire Bible. Do 
you know why reading the Scripture daily will fire 

Does Your Faith Burn Hot?

Faith is like a hot meal, it is meant to be hot! 
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up your faith? I once attended a Bible class where the 
elder taught a good class, except for one thing. He 
did not read from Scripture to establish his excellent 
points. Yet, he gave us his thoughts, and took com-
ments from the class. 

I thought to myself: If God had been sitting in a 
pew, the teacher would have called on Him, delight-
ed to hear what God had to say. However, God was 
there with something 
to say. All the teacher 
had to do was call on 
God by opening the 
Bible and reading 
from it. Do God’s 
comments add any-
thing to Bible class 
or to our lives? 

One day, Luke 
4 shows, God en-
tered a worship ser-
vice and watch what 
happened, “So He 
came to Nazareth, 
where He had been 
brought up. And as 
His custom was, He 
went into the syna-
gogue on the Sab-
bath day, and stood 
up to read. And He 
was handed the book 
of the prophet Isa-
iah. And when He had opened the book, He found 
the place where it was written: 

‘The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, 
Because He has anointed Me 
To preach the gospel to the poor; 
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, 

To proclaim liberty to the captives 
And recovery of sight to the blind, 
To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 
To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.’ 

Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the 
attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who were 
in the synagogue were fixed on Him” (Luke 4.16–

20). 
Knowing now fully the identity of Jesus, would 

you have fixed your eyes on Him to hear what He 
had to say? Sure you would. You demand that in the 
worship service! You want to hear the word of God. 
Good for you! What about in the home? 

One day, Luke 10 shows, God entered a home 

and watch what happened, “Now it happened as 
they went that He entered a certain village; and a cer-
tain woman named Martha welcomed Him into her 
house. And she had a sister called Mary, who also sat 
at Jesus’ feet and heard His word. But Martha was dis-
tracted with much serving, and she approached Him 
and said, ‘Lord, do You not care that my sister has 
left me to serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me.’ 

And Jesus answered 
and said to her, 
‘Martha, Martha, 
you are worried and 
troubled about many 
things. But one thing 
is needed, and Mary 
has chosen that good 
part, which will not 
be taken away from 
her’” (Luke 10.38–
42). 

What would you 
do if God visited 
your home today? 
Would you want to 
hear what He had 
to say or would you 
ignore Him and go 
about your daily 
business? I know 
what you would do, 
you would do what 
Mary did! 

If, when God departed, He left behind a book for 
you to read, what would you do? If you want to fire 
up your faith, pick up that Book and read it everyday! 
Listening to God fires up your faith because: 

He is the best coach, 
He is the best teacher, 

“Campfire at Lake Selmac” by Don Ruhl, Grants Pass, Oregon, USA
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He is the best counselor, 
He is the best cheer leader, 
He is the best trainer! 

How then can you go wrong? When you have the 
Best of all best things cheering you on, you will have 
more hot faith than you will know what to do with! 

What Hot Faith 
Does 

Do you know what 
will happen to you if 
you start dwelling upon 
the faith-inspiring word 
of God everyday? He-
brews 11 shows that 
you will have hope, ob-
tain a good testimony, 
understand creation, 
offer excellent sacri-
fices, please God, move 
with godly fear, go out 
without knowing the 
result, receive strength, 
offer up treasured pos-
sessions, bless your fam-
ily, overcome powerful 
forces against you, and 
accomplish things that 
you never imagined you 
could do. That was vers-
es 1–31 of Hebrews 11. 

The writer also showed what other people either 
accomplished or what they endured when they had a 
hot faith, “And what more shall I say? For the time 
would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Sam-
son and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and 
the prophets: who through faith subdued kingdoms, 
worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped 

the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were 
made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to 
flight the armies of the aliens. Women received their 
dead raised to life again. Others were tortured, not 
accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a bet-
ter resurrection. Still others had trial of mockings 
and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprison-

ment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were 
tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered 
about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, 
afflicted, tormented—of whom the world was not 
worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in 
dens and caves of the earth” (Heb 11.32–38). 

Any of that could be you, either accomplishing 

great things as some of them did (vv. 32–35a), or en-
during horrible treatment as some of them endured 
(vv. 35b–38). I do not want to promise you that only 
good will come to you. Both good and suffering will 
come your way. You willingly do good and suffer 
harm for your nation and family. Your faith in Jesus 
Christ is an even greater commodity! Do you remem-
ber why you started following Jesus Christ? 

What do you think 
of someone with hot 
faith? 

Does he seem fa-
natical, even cultish, to 
you? Have we become 
so comfortable in our 
life on the earth and as 
Americans, that anyone 
living as Americans in 
former days seems odd, 
weird, and strange? If 
you think of this article 
that way, I can only ask 
you to join me in join-
ing Paul, “We are fools 
for Christ’s sake, but you 
are wise in Christ! We 
are weak, but you are 
strong! You are distin-
guished, but we are dis-
honored!” (1Co 4.10). 

Paul’s words in Ro-
mans 12 are my words 

to you, “[Do] not [lag] in diligence, [be] fervent in 
spirit, serving the Lord...” (Rom 12.11). 

Faith is not merely something you confess before 
baptism. It is a new way of life. 

(Idea prompted by: “A Hot Faith,” by Brazilian Missionairy J. 
Randal Matheny, in Forthright, July 20, 2009)

“Bible Study” by Nat Arnett, Atascadero, California, USA, stock.xchng
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Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from 

this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php

�editating on 
�he �ook of 

�evelation 

“Paper Texture” (1124483) by Andrew C., Bucharest, ro, Romania, stock.xchng
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Nov 1 Revelation 9.1–12 
The Fifth Angel Sounded 

1–12 Then the fifth angel sounded. And I saw a 
star fallen from heaven to the earth. To him was giv-
en the key to… Locusts ruin crops, but do not attack 
men. However, these locusts can hurt men, because 
they have stingers like scorpions. The torment of the 
scorpion-like locusts was horrible (vv. 4–6). The lo-
custs do not harm the servants of God. The servants 
of God are the greenery of the earth, because the 
greenery is contrasted with those who do not have 
God’s seal. 7.2, 3 revealed the sealing of the servants 
of God, so that they would be protected from the 
locusts, even as Israel was protected from the de-
stroyer. Exodus 11 makes this interesting statement, 
“But against none of the children of Israel shall a 
dog move its tongue, against man or beast, that you 
may know that the LORD does make a difference 
between the Egyptians and Israel” (Exo 11.7). And 
so it is in the Book of Revelation. Our enemies per-
secute us, but we are spared God’s judgment. 

Nov 2 Revelation 9.1–12 
The Fifth Angel Sounded 

1–12 Then the fifth angel sounded. And I saw 
a star fallen from heaven to the earth. To him was 
given the key to… The harm from the scorpion-
locusts was a non-lethal five-month torment. The 
sting of these scorpion-locusts (v. 6), drove men 
to seek death. Even as God did not wipe out the 
Egyptians, initially, for He had no desire to harm 
or to destroy eternally, but He does things to drive 
people to repentance. When Egypt continued in 
stubbornness, God kept sending plagues, until fi-
nally the last one when the destroyer killed the first 
born of each family. This is the message of the Book 
of Revelation. God did not wish to destroy the Jew-
ish state or the Roman empire or any other nation, 
but if that nation persecutes His people, He begins 
to torment the tormentors, until finally they repent 
or are destroyed. Look at these locusts (vv. 7–10). 
They were reminiscent of battle horses, even as the 
locusts were in Joel 2.4. They wore crowns because 
they ruled as kings. Their faces were similar to the 
faces of men, that is, they had intelligence. They had 

hair like a woman’s. Their teeth were like the 
teeth of lions, like the locusts in Joel 1.6. They 
wore breastplates of iron, so that they were not 
defeated easily. The sound of their wings was 
like chariots and horses rushing into battle. 
Joel 2.3–5 shows an army of locusts that were 
like chariots. 

Nov 3 Revelation 9.1–12 
The Fifth Angel Sounded 

1–12 Then the fifth angel sounded. And I saw 
a star fallen from heaven to the earth. To him was 
given the key to… In the Book of Joel there was a 
literal locust plague, but they were used in chapter 2 
to symbolize an invading army of men. In the Book 
of Revelation they are symbolic also, symbolizing 
an army that God sent against the Jews and later 
against the Romans. When any nation persecutes 
the church, eventually God cuts off that nation with 
an invading army. The locusts had scorpion-like 
tails and stingers. John again said that the locusts 
could hurt men for five months. These battle-pre-
pared locusts showed that God was ready to carry 
out whatever was necessary to drive men and wom-
en to repentance. There is a verse in Psalm 83 that 
we ought to pray for on behalf of the enemies of 
the church. Yes, God takes vengeance as the souls 
under the altar prayed for in the fifth seal, but not so 
much to destroy them. No, there is something else 
for which we hope. 

Fill their faces with shame, 
That they may seek Your name, O LORD. 
(Psa 83.16) 

The king of the locusts was the angel of the pit (v. 
11). He has two names for two different languages. 
His Hebrew name is Abaddon – Destruction. His 
Greek name is Apollyon – Destroyer. 

Revelation 9.1–12
Angel Of The Abyss

Bottomless Pit
That which fell like a huge aster-oid,
smacked the earth, opened bottomless void.
 From that hole, monster bugs
 (’postle John not on drugs),
King Apollyon made men para-noid. 
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Nov 4 Revelation 9.12 
There Are Two More Woes 

12 One woe is past. Behold, still two more woes 
are coming after these things. The locusts were the 
first woe. It would get worse for those who do not 
have the seal of God on their foreheads, because two 
woes remained. 

Nov 5 Revelation 9.13–21 
The Sixth Angel Sounded 

13–21 Then the sixth angel sounded. And I 
heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar 
which is before God… The sixth angel brought the 
second woe. John heard a voice from the four horns 
of the golden altar before God. 8.3 showed an angel 

offering the prayers of the saints on the 
golden altar that is before the throne of 
God. The sixth trumpet is in response 
to those prayers. The voice commanded 
the sixth angel to release the four angels 
bound at the Euphrates River. This is 
a great boundary, holding back a great 
adversary. Verse 15 said that the four 
angels were finally released at the pre-
cise timing of God. God is exceedingly 
generous with His patience, but there is 
a time when it runs out. They killed a 
third of mankind. With the fifth trum-
pet and the first woe no one was to be 
killed, but here the judgment of God 
intensified and a third of mankind were 
killed. A great army was released accord-
ing to verse 16. 200,000,000 was the 

number of the army. There are more that are 
with us than with the enemy. Second Chron-
icles 32 has the words of king Hezekiah to Is-
rael when they were outgunned, outfinanced, 
and outnumbered, Revelation 9 is telling us 
the same thing. “With [the king of Assyria] is 
an arm of flesh; but with us is the LORD our 
God, to help us and to fight our battles.” And 
the people were strengthened by the words of 
Hezekiah king of Judah” (2Ch 32.8). 

Nov 6 Revelation 9.13–21 
The Sixth Angel Sounded 

13–21 Then the sixth angel sounded. And I 
heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar 
which is before God… Are the four angels holding 
the four winds (7.1), the same as these four angels, 
and are the four winds these two hundred million 
horsemen? In 7.1, the angels did the binding, here 
they were bound. Look at the brilliant colors of the 
breastplates of the riders. Fiery red, hyacinth blue, 
and sulfur yellow. The heads of the horses were like 
the heads of lions. Coming out of the mouth of the 
lion-headed horses were fire, smoke, and brimstone, 
corresponding to the colors on the breastplates. Verse 
18 shows that the fire, smoke, and brimstone were 
plagues. Verse 19 described the power of the horses, 
which is in their mouths, and in their serpent-like 
tails. Nevertheless, even with this terrible torment, 
mankind remained impenitent (vv. 20, 21). Those 
who survived the plagues did not learn, but contin-
ued in sin. Idolatry, murder, sorcery, sexual immo-
rality, and theft are not diseases or mental illnesses, 
but sin! They did not need psychotherapy, but the 
gospel of Jesus Christ (1Co. 6.9–11). 

Do not let sin find a home in your heart. It will 
battle you the rest of your days. It will so command 
your life that even suffering for your sin will not 
turn you from it. Your only hope is to follow Jesus 
Christ who conquered sin. 

Revelation 9.13–21
One Third More Killed

One Third More Killed
Like some pan-demic carcino-gen,
killers, two hundred million armed men,
 in one tumultuous pall
 slay one third of earth, all
unrepentant, basphemed the Amen. 
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Nov 7 Revelation 10 
A Mighty Angel with a Bitter-Sweet 

Book. How can sweet be bitter? 
The Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, opened six seals 

on the seven-sealed scroll from God’s right 
hand. There was an interlude between the open-
ing of the sixth and the seventh seals. The sixth 
seal brought extensive judgment. Before open-
ing the seventh seal, God wanted to show that 
His servants were themselves sealed and would 
be spared the judgment. Then the opening of 
the seventh seal showed God responding to the 
prayers of His people. After those things, Jesus 
showed John seven angels blowing seven trum-
pets. Interestingly, there is another interlude 
between the sounding of the sixth and the sev-
enth angels blowing their trumpets. The sixth 
angel with his trumpet brought extensive judg-
ment. Before the sounding of the seventh an-
gel with the seventh trumpet, God wanted to show 
His servants that living the faith of the Scriptures 
is a bitter-sweet experience. The sounding of the 
seventh angel with the seventh trumpet will show 
God responding to the prayers of His people. Even 
as God showed Pharaoh two parallel visions during 
the days of Joseph, both visions revealing the same 
events, and as God showed Daniel four parallel vi-
sions all the visions revealing the same events, so the 
Lord does in the Book of Revelation. The series of 
visions do not follow one another chronologically, 
but they run concurrently, showing the same events, 
but showing different things during those times. 
What did John see between the sounding of the 
sixth and the seventh trumpets? He saw a mighty 
angel with a bitter-sweet Book and God’s two wit-
nesses, who were killed, then resurrected. The vision 

of the bitter-sweet Book and the vision of God’s two 
witness are one, showing a similar experience from 
one thing. Let us see the bitter-sweet Book now, 
then we will see the Two Witnesses. 

Nov 8 Revelation 10.1–3a 
A Mighty Angel 

1–3a I saw still another mighty angel coming 
down from heaven, clothed with a cloud… This 
was a new angel, whom we have not seen be-
fore in the Book of Revelation. Revelation 5.11 
showed us that there are over 100,000,000 an-
gels. Why should we be surprised if we keep 
seeing new ones? How did John know that this 
angel was mighty? Picture this. The angel came 
down from heaven! Does that not automati-
cally make him mighty? The angel was wear-
ing a cloud! If the angel was our size, John may 
have called it smoke. A rainbow was on the 
angel’s head! What is the size of a rainbow? His 
face was like the sun! This is not the size of the 
angel’s face, but its brilliant, blinding radiance. 
His feet or legs were like fiery pillars! He put 

his right fiery pillar foot on the sea, and he put his 
left fiery pillar foot on the land! Therefore, this angel 
was mighty in appearance, and in size. Why did he 
appear to John? What did he show John? Whatever 
it was, it was mighty itself, larger than man, and 
more glorious than man. Oh, look at his hand. He 
held a little book and it was opened. It was small to 
the angel, but it was normal size for John. The book 
was open, unlike the scroll in God’s hand, because 
a man was to read the book. The powerful angel 
showed his mightiness again by crying with a loud 
voice, sounding like a lion roaring. What did he say? 
We cannot know while on this side of heaven. 

Revelation 10.1
There Will Be No More Delay

God’s Final Mystery
As with Noah, sun came out at last,
here a rainbow shows first part has passed.
 I heard heav-nly voice say,
 there’ll be no more delay.
Final mys-try will leave you aghast. 
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Nov 9 Revelation 10.3b, 4 
The Seven Thunders Spoke 

3b, 4 When he cried out, seven thunders uttered 
their voices… A lion has roared! Who will not fear? 
A mighty angel has cried out! How can the seven 
thunders not speak? A mighty angel has roared! How 
can John not write what he said? How can John 
not write what the seven thunders spoke? The Lord 
Jesus in Revelation 1.11 commanded, “What you 
see write in a book…” The Lord Jesus commanded 
again in Revelation 1.19, “Write the things which 
you have seen, and the things which are, and the 
things which will take place after this” (Rev 1.19). 
How then can John but write down what the angel 
said and what the seven thunders said? This time, 
however, an unidentified voice from heaven com-
manded John to seal up what the seven thunders 
said and not to write down their words. It is not for 
us to know what they uttered, yet God let us know 
that there are many things going on in heaven, that 
even a book of revealing does not totally reveal. 

Nov 10 Revelation 10.3b, 4 
The Seven Thunders Spoke 

3b, 4 When he cried out, seven thunders uttered 
their voices… There are some things that we are not 
to know. “The secret things belong to the LORD 
our God, but those things which are revealed belong 
to us and to our children forever, that we may do all 
the words of this law” (Deu 29.29). “It is the glory 
of God to conceal a matter, but the glory of kings 
is to search out a matter” (Pro 25.2). “But you, 
Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until 
the time of the end; many shall run to and fro, and 
knowledge shall increase…Although I heard, I did 
not understand. Then I said, ‘My lord, what shall be 
the end of these things?’ And he said, ‘Go your way, 
Daniel, for the words are closed up and sealed till 
the time of the end’” (Dan 12.4, 8, 9). “But of that 
day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of 
heaven, but My Father only” (Matt 24.36). “And 
He said to them, ‘It is not for you to know times or 
seasons which the Father has put in His own author-
ity’” (Acts 1.7). “…he was caught up into Paradise 
and heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful 
for a man to utter” (2Co. 12.4). 

Nov 10 Revelation 10.3b, 4 
The Seven Thunders Spoke 

3b, 4 When he cried out, seven thunders uttered 
their voices… In this Scriptural tradition, the Book 
of Revelation reveals things that we may know some 
things, but we do not know all things. Let us not 
act like Job’s friends, thinking that we know every-
thing, for surely, there are many things of which we 
are ignorant. We have a hard enough time speaking 
accurately on the things that we do know; let us be 
careful then about speculating on matters of which 
we do not have full knowledge. 



The Bible Meditator Page 12 November AD 2009

Nov 11 Revelation 10.5, 6 
The Angel Swore by God 

5, 6 The angel whom I saw standing on the sea 
and on the land raised up his hand to heaven… The 
angel John saw standing on the sea and on the land, 
raised his hand to swear by the One who lives eter-
nally and who created heaven, the earth, and the 
sea and all things in them, that the time for some-
thing to happen had arrived. The angel swore by 
the One who created all things, showing who is in 
control of all things. Idolatry ruled the Roman Em-
pire, primarily in emperor worship, believing that 
the emperor was a god, because that was what the 
emperors believed, but the God of the Christians is 
the one true and living God. Americans attribute 
God-like powers to their president, either blaming 
or crediting him with the markets, oil prices, the 
weather, the welfare or lack of it of other nations, 
well, I could keep going. We may have had some 
arrogant presidents, but thankfully none of them 
has believed what Americans believe about them. 
In Daniel 12, the prophet saw something similar. 
Look at all the elements and you will see how simi-
lar they are. “Then I heard the man clothed in linen, 
who was above the waters of the river, when he held 
up his right hand and his left hand to heaven, and 
swore by Him who lives forever, that it shall be for 
a time, times, and half a time; and when the power 
of the holy people has been completely shattered, 
all these things shall be finished” (Dan 12.7). The 
mighty angel swore that there should be delay no 
longer. There was an interlude between trumpets six 
and seven, but it was time for the seventh trumpet 
to sound. Here is why. 

Nov 12 Revelation 10.7 
The Mystery Finished 

7 but in the days of the sounding of the seventh 
angel, when he is about to sound… When John fi-
nally shows us the sounding of the seventh trum-
pet, we will better understand these things. The 
revealing of the sounding of the seventh trumpet 
is in Revelation 11.15–19, The mystery of God per-
tained to the Gospel message. “Now to Him who 
is able to establish you according to my gospel and 
the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the rev-
elation of the mystery kept secret since the world 
began but now made manifest, and by the prophetic 
Scriptures made known to all nations, according to 
the commandment of the everlasting God, for obe-
dience to the faith—” (Rom 16.25, 26). “…hav-
ing made known to us the mystery of His will, ac-
cording to His good pleasure which He purposed in 
Himself, that in the dispensation of the fullness of 
the times He might gather together in one all things 
in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are 
on earth—in Him” (Eph 1.9, 10). “For this reason 
I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gen-
tiles—if indeed you have heard of the dispensation 
of the grace of God which was given to me for you, 
how that by revelation He made known to me the 
mystery (as I have briefly written already, by which, 
when you read, you may understand my knowledge 
in the mystery of Christ), which in other ages was 
not made known to the sons of men, as it has now 
been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and 
prophets: that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, 
of the same body, and partakers of His promise in 
Christ through the gospel” (Eph 3.1–6). “…the 
mystery which has been hidden from ages and from 

generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 
To them God willed to make known what are the 
riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gen-
tiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Co. 
1.26, 27). As these New Testament passages have 
declared plainly, so the angel also affirmed that the 
prophets foretold of these days when God would 
bring together, through the Good News of Jesus 
Christ, all people into one body. 
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Nov 13 Revelation 10.8–10 
The Bitter-Sweet Book 

8–10 Then the voice which I heard from heaven 
spoke to me again and said… For a third time, John 
referred to the angel as the one with one foot on the 
sea and the other on the land. The same unidenti-
fied voice from heaven told John to take the little 
book out of the hand of the mighty angel. The angel 
commanded him to eat it. He was not instructed to 
read the book, but he was commanded to eat it. In 
Ezekiel 3, the prophet ate a scroll and it was sweet to 
him. He ate the word of God. “Moreover He said to 
me, ‘Son of man, eat what you find; eat this scroll, 
and go, speak to the house of Israel.’ So I opened 
my mouth, and He caused me to eat that scroll. And 
He said to me, ‘Son of man, feed your belly, and fill 
your stomach with this scroll that I give you.’ So I 
ate, and it was in my mouth like honey in sweetness” 
(Eze 3.1–3). For Ezekiel, receiving the word of God 
was eating the word of God. It was a sweet experi-
ence. John did as he was told and it happened just as 
he was told. It was sweet in his mouth, but bitter in 
his stomach. The word of God is sweet to those who 
love God, but receiving the word of God within us 
and so dwelling upon it that we teach it brings per-
secution and bitter experiences. The Two Witnesses 
in Revelation 11 show something similar. 

Nov 14 Revelation 10.11 
Put the Word in Your Mouth that It 

May Come Out 

11 And he said to me, “You must prophesy 
again…” After Ezekiel ate the scroll, he prophesied. 
After John ate the little book, he prophesied. As 
Amos said when God spoke to him, 

A lion has roared! 
Who will not fear? 
The Lord GOD has spoken! 
Who can but prophesy? 
(Amos 3.8) 

The scroll that Ezekiel ate was the Book of Eze-
kiel. The little book that John ate was the prophecies 
that John spoke, or the Book of Revelation. It was 
not the entire Bible, but a portion of it, hence it was 
a little book. Now, listen to what the heavenly voice 
said to John. His prophecies would be about many 
peoples, nations, tongues, and kings. John did not 
prophesy merely about Israel or only about Rome or 
only about Russia. The Book of Revelation pertains 
to all people. 

Do you understand the importance of the 
Bible to your life and the Book of Revelation 
to your future? Digest this Book. Make it part 
of you. Let it enliven your speech. Let it build 
faith in your heart. Do not fear the Lamb that 
has seven horns and seven eyes. He wants to 
be your Friend. 

Nov 15 Revelation 11.1–14
The Two Witnesses (Part 1)

The power of God’s two great 
witnesses 

There were two visions between the sounding of 
the sixth and the seventh trumpets. The visions are 
one. Jesus has shown us through John what some-
thing does. It is something that you embrace and 
has more control over you than the condition of the 
state of the economy. Two visions show one thing, 
because the power of this item is established by God. 
God loves you and He has given something to you 
that is more powerful than the weather of the earth, 
because it affects the earth more than the weather. 
The world fights against what you possess more than 
they do anything else. When they can silence your 
possession they rejoice more than on a bright sunny 
day after a storm. Remember the vision of Revela-
tion 10 and you shall understand what happened in 
the vision of the Two Witnesses. 

Revelation 10.8–11
Eating The Little Book

Bittersweet Book
Mighty angel said, “Eat little book”.
Same as Zeke, I gave quizzical look.
 In my mouth, sweet as honey,
 but in stomach, turned funny,
like when party becomes donny-brook. 
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Nov 16 Revelation 11.1, 2 
Measure the Temple of God 

1, 2 Then I was given a reed like a measuring 
rod. And the angel stood, saying… Most of the time, 
John watched and listened. Here, he participated in 
the vision. Even as he did in the last chapter when 
he took the little book from the angel and ate it. 
Someone gave John a measuring rod to measure 
three things: 

The temple of God 
The altar 
Those who worship in the temple at the altar 

Something similar happened to Ezekiel in chap-
ters 40–48. Zechariah 2.1, 2 shows a similar expe-
rience with that prophet. Look at the three things 
John was to measure. First, he was to measure the 
temple of God. Which temple was this? Was it the 
temple in Jerusalem? Was it the temple in heaven? 
Was it the church? Knowing which one, will help us 
to know the next two things. The Book of Revela-
tion concerns the church in the world and the care 
that God gives the church. John saw a literal temple, 
even as he saw other literal things in his vision, but 
those literal objects had spiritual meanings. Ephe-
sians 2 shows that the church is the temple of God, 
“Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and 
foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God, having been 
built on the foundation of the apostles and proph-
ets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 
in whom the whole building, being fitted together, 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you 
also are being built together for a dwelling place of 
God in the Spirit” (Eph 2.19–22). 

Nov 17 Revelation 11.1, 2 
Measure the Temple of God 

1, 2 Then I was given a reed like a measuring 
rod. And the angel stood, saying… Second, John 
was to measure the altar. Remember 8:1–5 and the 
golden altar upon which our prayers are offered 
to God. Though the altar is in heaven, it is part of 
what Christians do on the earth when they worship 
God. When we worship and pray, we are at this 
altar. Third, John was to measure those who wor-
ship there. That would be us. It would also include 
the host of heaven. Why was John to measure these 
things? This was similar to the sealing of the servants 
of God in chapter 7. God knows who belongs to 
Him and He is able to make a distinction between 
them and the outsiders or the nations, or the Gen-
tiles as they are called here. Ezekiel 42.20b reveals 
why the temple was measured then and why it was 
separated from the outer areas, “to separate the holy 
areas from the common.” That was not for God’s 
benefit, but that Ezekiel and Israel then and John 
and the church now, might know that God makes 
a distinction. He knows who is His and He knows 
who is not His. Therefore, John was not to measure 
the court outside the temple, because it had been 
given to the Gentiles. Those outside do not receive 
the protection and the care that those on the inside 
receive. God knows who belongs to Him, and we 
are not judged along with the world. The Gentiles, 
meaning the nations, will tread the holy city, the 
church, underfoot for forty-two months, which is 
1260 days or 1260 years. 

Nov 18 Revelation 11.3–6 
Two Powerful Witnesses 

3–6 “And I will give power to my two witnesses, 
and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred 
and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth…” Two wit-
nesses would prophesy. What would they prophesy? 
They would speak whatever God told them to speak, 
making it the word of God. In this dispensation and 
with the church we are concerned with preaching 
the word of God. The length of time of their proph-
ecy: 1,260 days. 1,260 days = 42 30-day months 
or 3 1/2 years. 42 months the Gentiles would trod 
the holy city underfoot. For 1,260 days something 
would happen in chapter 12. 42 months some-
thing operated with authority in chapter 13. The 
“months” signified the work of the ungodly, but the 
“days” signified the work of the godly. The “days” 
identification perhaps signified the daily work of the 
Witnesses. What do the numbers signify? Some see 
these as literal days in the future. Some see the days 
representing years, future from John’s standpoint, 
but past from our view. In Daniel 9, the seventy 
weeks are years. 70 weeks x 7 days = 490 days. That 
was 490 years, and those years were broken down 
for us and we compare that with history, confirming 
it. The prophesying of the two witnesses was simul-
taneous to the treading of the nations in verse 2, so 
that the work of the Two Witnesses continues dur-
ing that time. Evil shall not last forever, nor shall 
it have the final reign, but God allows certain evil 
forces to operate for a while. 
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Nov 19 Revelation 11.3–6 
Two Powerful Witnesses 

3–6 “And I will give power to my two witnesses, 
and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred 
and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth…” The Two 
Witnesses were clothed in sackcloth, revealing their 
humility, because during that time they were not 
prized highly. The Two Witnesses are the two olive 
trees and the two lampstands standing before the 
Lord of the earth. Zechariah 4 says, “And he said to 
me, ‘What do you see?’ So I said, ‘I am looking, and 
there is a lampstand of solid gold with a bowl on 
top of it, and on the stand seven lamps with seven 
pipes to the seven lamps. Two olive trees are by it, 
one at the right of the bowl and the other at its left.’ 
So I answered and spoke to the angel who talked 
with me, saying, ‘What are these, my lord?’ Then 
the angel who talked with me answered and said to 
me, ‘Do you not know what these are?’ And I said, 
‘No, my lord.’ So he answered and said to me: ‘This 
is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: “Not by 
might nor by power, but by My Spirit,” Says the 
LORD of hosts’…Then I answered and said to him, 
‘What are these two olive trees—at the right 
of the lampstand and at its left?’ And I further 
answered and said to him, ‘What are these two 
olive branches that drip into the receptacles of 
the two gold pipes from which the golden oil 
drains?’ Then he answered me and said, ‘Do you 
not know what these are?’ And I said, ‘No, my 
lord.’ So he said, ‘These are the two anointed 
ones, who stand beside the Lord of the whole 
earth’” (Zec 4.2–6, 11–14). 

Nov 20 Revelation 11.3–6 
Two Powerful Witnesses 

3–6 “And I will give power to my two witnesses, 
and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred 
and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth…” In Zechariah 
4 the two anointed ones were the ruler and the high 
priest. The oil was the Spirit feeding them. They 
spoke the word of God. This is almost identical to 
Revelation 11. Lampstands show light and olive 
trees provide the oil for the light. Revelation 1.20 
showed us that lampstands represent the church. 
Philippians 2.16 says that the church holds fast the 
word of life. First Timothy 3:15 makes a statement 
about the church and the word of God that is con-
sistent with what we see in Revelation 11. “…I write 
so that you may know how you ought to conduct 
yourself in the house of God, which is the church of 
the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth” 
(1Ti 3.15). 

Nov 21 Revelation 11.3–6 
Two Powerful Witnesses 

3–6 “And I will give power to my two witnesses, 
and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred 
and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth…” Two lamp-
stands take us back to Revelation 2 and 3 and the 
two faithful churches, showing us the faithful church 
down through the ages. However, the church does 
not preach what it wants, but receives the message 
from God and the word is made effective by the 
Spirit of God. Therefore, the Two Olive Trees, which 
are the Two Witnesses are the word of God and His 
Spirit giving power to the word. The Two Olive 
Trees can represent God’s two covenants. They are 
the church and the word. Look at the power of the 
two witnesses. They send fire out of their mouths 
and devour their enemies, like the spirit and power 
of Elijah. They can shut the heaven that no rain fall, 
like the spirit and power of Elijah. They turn water 
to blood, like the spirit and power of Moses. They 
can strike the earth with all plagues, like the spirit 
and power of Moses. They can do these things as of-
ten as they desire, like the spirit and power of Elijah 

and Moses. 

Revelation 11.1
Two Witnesses Slain/Raised

Two Witnesses Suffice
As the Beast from the pit stops two voices,
and they die, ev-rybody re-joices.
 Half a week later, they
 were raised up to display
that Jeru-slem had run out of choices. 
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Nov 22 Revelation 11.3–6 
Two Powerful Witnesses 

3–6 “And I will give power to my two witnesses, 
and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred 
and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth…” The church 
preaches the Spirit-empowered word of God (the 
Two Witnesses) in the spirit and power of Moses and 
Elijah. The church prays in the spirit and power of 
Moses and Elijah. The church cries with a loud voice, 
“And they cried with a loud voice, saying, ‘How long, 
O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge 
our blood on those who dwell on the earth?’” (Rev 
6.10). An angel takes those prayers, mixes them 
with incense, places them on the golden altar before 
the throne, and the smoke of the incense, ascends 
before God. In response, God has the angel take his 
censer, fill it with fire from the altar, and he throws 
it to the earth. What follows? Noises, thunderings, 
lightnings, and 
earthquakes. 

Nov 23 Revelation 11.3–6 
Two Powerful Witnesses 

3–6 “And I will give power to my two witnesses, 
and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred 
and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth…” We have 
power when we preach the word of God! Are we 
reading it daily? Are we meditating upon it? Is it 
living in us that it through us may live in the world? 
What comes out of our mouths? What comes out is 
what we put in! We have power when we pray! For 
what do we spend most of our time praying? Do we 
only pray for the sick and the travelers? God uses 
dramatic weather events to show the changes we can 
effect. God uses earth-shaking pictures to convince 
us that when we pray for great things, He responds 
with powerful movements among men. Pray for the 
little things, but pray for the great things more. Re-
member the activity we see in the Book of Revela-

tion is God an-
swering our 
prayers. Look 
at your prayer 
life and see if 
you are asking 
God to move 
m o u n t a i n s 
or merely to 
sweep the dust 
off your drive-
way. 

Nov 24 Revelation 11.1–14 
The Two Witnesses (Part 2) 

The power of God’s two great 
witnesses 

Jesus, through His angel, showed John the Two 
Witnesses of God (11:2–6). They would prophesy 
in sackcloth for 1260 days (v. 3). They were iden-
tified further as being the two olive trees and the 
two lampstands (v. 4), which took us to a vision of 
the prophet Zechariah. The Two Witnesses are the 
two things that God has on the earth speaking for 
Him. The Church speaks for Him and the Scrip-
tures speak for Him. Together, these Two have awe-
some power. They oppose all their enemies with fire 
(v. 5). Even as God made the word of Jeremiah fire, 
so God makes the word of the Church. 

Therefore thus says the LORD God of hosts: 
“Because you speak this word, 
Behold, I will make My words in your mouth 

fire, 
And this people wood, 
And it shall devour them.” 
(Jer 5.14) 

If anyone seeks to hurt the Scriptures or the 
Church, then the persecutors shall suffer even as 
they sought to make the Two Witnesses suffer (v. 
5). With prayer, they can do incredible things (v. 
6). Nevertheless, someone opposed them. He per-
secuted them to the death. It would be done to him 
even as he did to the Two Witnesses. 
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Nov 25 Revelation 11.7–10 
Defeat and Death of the Two 

Witnesses 

7–10 When they finish their testimony, the beast 
that ascends out of the bottomless pit will make war 
against them… At the end of the testimony of the 
Two Witnesses, at the time when they fall silent, the 
beast from the bottomless pit would defeat and kill 
them. This beast came from the same place as the lo-
custs of chapter 9, thus, he is of the devil. This beast 
would make war with the Two Witnesses, overcome 
them, and kill them. How is it that the beast can kill 
the Two Witnesses of God? Acts 6 and 7 shows that 
the world cannot contend with the Church (one 
Witness) when it speaks the word of God (the other 
Witness). They used brute force to silence a mem-
ber of the Church, giving the impression that they 
won against him and his word. “And they were not 
able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by which 
he spoke…When they heard these things they were 
cut to the heart, and they gnashed at him with their 
teeth. But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed 
into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God, and said, ‘Look! 
I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man stand-
ing at the right hand of God!’ Then they cried out 
with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and ran at him 
with one accord; and they cast him out of the city 
and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their 
clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul. And 
they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and 
saying, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit’” (Acts 6.10; 
7.54–59). 

Nov 26 Revelation 11.7–10 
Defeat and Death of the Two 

Witnesses 

7–10 When they finish their testimony, the beast 
that ascends out of the bottomless pit will make war 
against them… The beast that fought the Two Wit-
nesses, or the Church and the Scriptures, will not 
use logic, Scripture, or persuasion to stop us, but 
will use whatever power it deems necessary, whether 
it be the government or the sword. This very thing 
happened with one particular beast that arose in 
the past and it persecuted the Church heavily, so 
heavily that it is hard, almost impossible, to find the 
Church existing for a while in history. There have 
been many such beasts as this in the past. There is 
another one right now trying to silence the Church 
and the Scriptures. Beware of the beast of secular-
ism. It uses the government now, but what shall it 
use next! This beast of chapter 11 will be more eas-
ily identified as we move along in Revelation, but a 
comparison with Daniel’s prophecies, shows what is 
in view in Revelation. The dead bodies of the Two 
Witnesses laid in the street of the great city. Spiritu-
ally this great city is called Sodom, Egypt, and Jeru-
salem. What does Sodom bring up in our memo-
ries? Vile passion. Exceedingly great sin. What does 
Egypt bring up in our memories? Bondage and the 
desire to return to the world. What does Jerusalem 
bring up in our memories? A city filled with much 
good, but the one that killed Jesus and persecuted 
all the prophets, or shall we say, God’s Witnesses. 
John shall yet again in Revelation use another world 
city, a city that we read about in the Bible and it was 
a city that oppressed the Jews, and John shall use it 
to illustrate the great city or the beast. 

Nov 27 Revelation 11.7–10 
Defeat and Death of the Two 

Witnesses 

7–10 When they finish their testimony, the beast 
that ascends out of the bottomless pit will make war 
against them… Their enemies would celebrate the 
defeat and death of the Two Witnesses. The bodies 
would be viewed for 3 1⁄2 days by those from the peo-
ples, tribes, tongues, and nations. The people would 
not allow the dead bodies of the Witnesses to be put 
into graves. It is a further humiliation. They want to 
keep around reminders from that old-time religion, 
so that they would never go back to that religion 
again. The earth-dwellers were glad that the Two 
Witnesses were dead. For then they were no longer 
effective. The people of the world want reminders 
of the Church by viewing abandon and dilapidated 
meeting houses and other things associated with the 
Church. They might go to a library or university 
to see an ancient Book by which the Church lived, 
but that no one takes seriously anymore. Yes, they 
were so happy that they sent gifts to one another. 
They celebrate the death of the Two Witnesses be-
cause the Witnesses had tormented those who dwell 
on the earth. How did the Two Witnesses torment 
the people of the earth? They tormented them with 
their prophesying. They spoke the word of God. To 
sinners, whether in or out of churches, preaching of 
the word of God torments them. During that time, 
the Church and the Scriptures would be hardly vis-
ible. There will be few Christians and the world 
will be ignorant of the word of God because hardly 
anyone would be preaching it. “…when the Son of 
Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” 
(Luke 18.8). (See Amos 8.11.)
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Nov 28 Revelation 11.11–13 
Resurrection and Ascension of the 

Two Witnesses 

11–13 Now after the three–and–a–half days the 
breath of life from God entered them, and they stood 
on their feet… The Two Witnesses were resurrected 
after the 3 1⁄2 days of celebrating. Yes, evil did have a 
time of rejoicing, and there are times when it seems 
that evil has prevailed over the Church, but, breth-
ren, we will not lose. When it seems that the Church 
and the Scriptures have all but vanished from the 
earth, there will be an awesome revival of both. Wait 
for God and He shall do marvelous things for us, 
even in the presence of our enemies. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil; 
For You are with me; 
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before 

me in the presence of 
my enemies; 

You anoint my head with 
oil; 

My cup runs over. 
(Psa 23.4, 5) 

Nov 29 Revelation 11.11–13 
Resurrection and Ascension of the 

Two Witnesses 

11–13 Now after the three–and–a–half days the 
breath of life from God entered them… In Ezekiel 
37.1–14 there is some imagery that the Book of 
Revelation might be using. God gave the Witnesses 
the breath of life and resurrected them. God gives 
life and He can take life, and He can give it back 
again. As Proverbs 24.15–18 teaches about the righ-
teous, so we can say about the Two Witnesses or the 
Church and the Scriptures that they can be hurt or 
silenced, but not permanently. 

Do not lie in wait, 
O wicked man, against the dwelling of the righ-

teous; 
Do not plunder his resting place; 
For a righteous man may fall seven times 
And rise again, 

But the wicked shall fall by ca-
lamity. 
Do not rejoice when your en-
emy falls, 
And do not let your heart be 
glad when he stumbles; 
Lest the LORD see it, and it 
displease Him, 
And He turn away His wrath 
from him. 
(Pro 24.15–18) 

As Paul wrote to Timo-
thy, “the word of God is not 
chained” (2Ti. 2:9) or “bound” 
(ASV). 

Nov 30 Revelation 11.11–13 
Resurrection and Ascension of the 

Two Witnesses 

11–13 Now after the three–and–a–half days 
the breath of life from God entered them, and they 
stood on their feet… When the Two Witnesses stood 
on their feet, those who saw them had great fear. 
Likewise, today listen to the secularists and their 
fear that the Church and the Scriptures might have 
influence in the schools, governments, et al. These 
people thought that the Two Witnesses were dead; 
that the people would not be tormented anymore. 
Their minds had been caught up in celebration, but 
then the people suffered humiliation when they saw 
that ultimately death could not stop the Two Wit-
nesses. A loud voice from heaven called them up. 
The ascension took place on a cloud. The enemies 
of the Two Witnesses saw the whole thing. Hearing 
the voice from heaven and witnessing this ascension 
testified to these people that the Two Witnesses were 
of God. In the end, God gave victory to His Wit-
nesses in the presence of their enemies. Look at the 
wicked city, the wicked world, after the resurrection 
and ascension of the Two Witnesses. In the same 
hour, were the resurrection and the ascension of the 
Two Witnesses and the destruction of the great city. 
There was a great earthquake. Earthquakes are capa-
ble of moving things that man alone cannot shake, 
so that earthquakes are symbols of divine power. ✞
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The Story of the Bible By Steve Lloyd

1 After these things God tested Abraham and 
said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 2 
He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom 
you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him 
there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of 
which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in 
the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of 
his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he 
cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and 
went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On 
the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the 
place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young 
men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy* will 
go over there and worship and come again to you.” 6 
And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering 
and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand 
the fire and the knife. So they went both of them 
together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, 
“My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He 
said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the 
lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will 
provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my 
son.” So they went both of them together. 

9 When they came to the place of which God had 

told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the 
wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him 
on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham 
reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter 
his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called to him 
from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he 
said, “Here am I.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand 
on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know 
that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your 
son, your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted 
up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was 
a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham 
went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt 
offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the 
name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is 
said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be 
provided.”

15 And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham 
a second time from heaven 16 and said, “By myself I 
have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done 
this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 
I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your 
offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that 
is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess 

the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you 
have obeyed my voice.” 19 So Abraham returned to 
his young men, and they arose and went together to 
Beersheba. And Abraham lived at Beersheba. 

Questions:

Did Abraham do the right thing?
How did this prove Abraham was a man of 
faith?
How does this story fit into the big picture?

1.
2.

3.

Lesson 8: Abraham’s Sacrifice of Isaac  
Genesis 22.1–19

Abraham & Isaac by Rembrandt
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“Let It Shine” by Soupstock, iStockphoto.com

� am a stranger in the 
earth;

�o not hide �our 
commandments from me. 

(�salm 119.19)


