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God’s Wonderful Designs

“Nature’s Masterpiece”
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Reader’s Digest has put together a wonder-
ful book entitled, “The Earth, Its Wonders, Its 
Secrets—Nature’s Masterpieces.” This book takes 
a look at some of the wonderful and amazing 
aspects of the natural world. One chapter, entitled, 
“Athletes of the Land, Sea and Air,” is particularly 
interesting.

The Jellyfish

In discussing the fastest known movements 
in the natural world the writers make this com-
ment on the sea anemone (it also applies to 
its relative the jellyfish), “Each sting cell on a 
jellyfish’s tentacles contain a coiled, barbed thread 
which shoots out at a speed of more than 6 ½ 
ft per second, with an acceleration 40,000 times 
the force of gravity, and about 10,000 times that 
experienced by astronauts at take-off” (Emphasis 
added). Wow! This predator sends out its barbed 
thread at an acceleration 40,000 times that of the 
force of gravity! We ought to be thankful that we 
are not prey of the sea anemone or the jellyfish. 
How did this creature evolve this ability? Of the 
host of physical adaptations necessary to perform 
this task—which physical adaptation “evolved” 
first? What did the creature do to catch its prey 

while it waited the thousands and thousands of 
years necessary for it to evolve the second physical 
adaptation? What did it do while it waited for 
the third and the fourth? Could it not be that 
this creature is so adept at this function because 
it was designed, from the beginning, to perform 
this function? 

The Cheetah

Another animal, which we are more familiar 
with, is the cheetah. The cheetah is an amazing 
creature—it can reach speeds of 70 mph, and ac-
celerate from standstill to 45 mph in 2 seconds! 
Two seconds! Compare that to our cars of today. 
According to the website www.2sportscars.com, 
the world’s fastest legal street cars from 0-60 mph 
range from 2.6 to 4.9 seconds. The cheetah’s ac-
celeration rate is comparable to the fastest streetcars 
in the world! How does this creature attain this 
speed and acceleration? “The secret of its speed 
derives from its long legs, flexible spine, power-
ful muscles, low weight, and its non-retractable 
claws, which are unique among the cat family 
and give it greater traction.” Here is a question 

worth asking, how did the cheetah become so 
physically adept at speed and acceleration? Did 
the animal first evolve its long legs or its flexible 
spine? Its powerful muscles or its low-weight? 
Why is it the only cat with non-retractable claws? 
Why did they “evolve” a trait that no other cat 
in the world has evolved? Could it not be that 
the cheetah is so adept at running because that 
is what it was designed for?

The Ant

And we all know of the strength of the ant, 
which can shift objects in its jaws that are 20–30 
times heavier than themselves—mass for mass they 

“Nature’s Masterpiece”

God’s Wonderful Designs

By Nathan House

Continued on Page 10
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Meditating on Scripture Daily
Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Ecclesiastes 
Oct. 1 Ec. 12:13, 14 The Conclusion

14 For God will bring every work into judgment… Why is it that 
man’s duty or purpose in life is so singular, that is, centered on God? Verse 
14 gives the answer. There is a judgment coming. Since everything exists 
and functions because of God, He will require an accounting when it is all 
over. This is why every work will be brought to the Judgment (Ro. 2:16; 
14:10–12; 2Co. 5:10). Even the secret things of our lives will be exposed 
on that last great day. Being God, He is able to see and to know what we 
do in secret, and He wants us to know that even those things should be 
done with the fear of God and keeping His commandments in mind. At 
the judgment, both good and evil things will be brought before Him. Your 
secret good will not go unrewarded. Your secret evil will not go unpunished. 
For the one who follows God, evil, even secret evil, will have been forgiven 
by Him. Thus, those things will not be brought to the judgment! 

Psalm 43
Oct. 2 God Is Our Exceeding Joy 

For those times when we are down, there is One who can give us joy 
without measure. Why are men and women against God? Why do they want 
to exclude Him from life? What has He done against them? Have they not 
taken the time to count their many blessings, to name them one by one? If 
they did, it would surprise them what the Lord has done! Now is the time 
to turn to the Lord. Attacks against God are not new, but they will intensify 
the less we defend His name and the less we go after the enemy. Psalm 43 
is an excellent psalm for us to follow during these days when Christianity 
is attacked and we are baffled by these attacks. 

Oct. 3 Ps. 43:1 Turning to God During Trouble  
1 Vindicate me, O God, And plead my cause against an ungodly na-

tion… You have to know that you are right, or at least know that the charge 
against you is wrong, to ask God to vindicate you. David placed the matter 
in God’s hands, confident that God would right any wrongs. Such confidence 

will keep us from being frustrated by what men do or do not do. It was 
not popular opinion that David sought, but God’s approval. Moreover, he 
refused to take vengeance into his own hands, but left the matter to God. 
Who was after David? An ungodly nation was after him. 

Oct. 4 Ps. 43:1 Turning to God During Trouble  
1 Vindicate me, O God, And plead my cause against an ungodly na-

tion… Even as ungodly people pursued David, so, there are subtle forces 
slowly chipping away at any semblance of religion in our nations today. 
What the communists could not achieve during the cold war, secularists 
are achieving. When they are done, we will not be different than any other 
godless nation in the past. Are you ready to live in a nation that is even more 
ungodly? If that does not bother you, do nothing. If it does bother you, do 
what David did in this psalm. A deceitful and unjust man was after David. 
The ungodly do not flinch at using deceit nor does it bother them to be 
unjust. Therefore, do not expect them to play fair, because they will not. 

Oct. 5 Ps. 43:2 

If God Is My Strength, Why Am I Cast Off?
2 For You are the God of my strength… Yahweh is the God of our 

strength. I am strong because of the Lord. See David’s confidence in the 
Lord. He was not unsure or merely wishing that God might be his strength. 
He knew that God was his strength, even as Paul affirmed, “…in Him we 
live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have 
said, ‘For we are also His offspring’” (Ac. 17:28). John also wrote, “I have 
written to you, fathers, Because you have known Him who is from the 
beginning. I have written to you, young men, Because you are strong, and 
the word of God abides in you, And you have overcome the wicked one” 
(1Jn. 2:14). 

Oct. 6 Ps. 43:2 

If God Is My Strength, Why Am I Cast Off?
2 For You are the God of my strength… The passages from yesterday’s 

reading being true, why does God cast us off so that we go mourning? 
Why is it that political and religious liberals rule the day? If God is our 
strength, should we not be winning? Remember that before David killed 

This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it 
day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then 

you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 
Joshua 1:8
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Goliath, Israel was not winning the battle. Before God sent Moses, Israel 
was in bondage. Before God sent the Judges, Israel was oppressed by foreign 
powers. Before God sent Esther, the Jews were headed for extinction in 
the Persian Empire. Therefore, to answer David’s question in Psalm 43:2, 
God lets us get down so that it is obvious He is the One who brought the 
victory. Take the example of the Book of Esther. Nowhere does the Book 
ever say God is the One who saved the Jews. Yet every Christian believes 
that God is the One who did it. 

Oct. 7 Ps. 43:3 

The Desire for God’s Light and Truth
3 Oh, send out Your light and Your truth… God’s light and truth are 

needed during times like this. “Light and truth are two great factors in our 
everyday life. Without either or both of them, we should drag on a most 
miserable existence. Light is the world’s first and greatest necessity, hence it 
was first created before the inhabitants of the earth. We cannot do without 
light which brings life. It promotes healthy growth, it produces happiness” 
(The Expositor’s Dictionary of Texts). I would like to suggest that it is not 
only the light and truth of God’s word, but also of the situation and of the 
people involved. 

Oct. 8 Ps. 43:3 

The Desire for God’s Light and Truth
3 …Let them bring me to Your holy hill And to Your tabernacle. Have 

you not had a disagreement with a person who could not see the truth of 
God’s word, but that person could not see the truth of how they really are 
also? Light and truth will lead us to God’s holy hill and tabernacle. David 
was in pain while separated from God’s house. God’s house today is the 
church. How many people are in pain because they are away from the 
church, and they do not know why they have the pain? To these people, 
the church is merely an option. How can the church be an option; how 
can people not suffer when separated from the church when it is God’s holy 
hill? It is God’s tabernacle! It is the place where God dwells! 

Oct. 9 Ps. 43:4 The Moment of Joy
4 Then I will go to the altar of God… The moment of joy comes 

when: 
• We turn to God during times of trouble, instead of relying upon 

ourselves 
• We acknowledge that He is our strength, instead of trusting in the 

things of this world 
• We let His light and His truth lead us, instead of man’s light and 

truth 
Then we can go to the altar of God. An altar is for sacrificing. Therefore, 

when you go to God be ready to give up everything to Him. That is when 
He will allow us into His presence. This is where we find God who is our 
exceeding joy. God is not only our joy, but our exceeding joy. It is not just 
that He gives joy, but He Himself is our joy. 

Oct. 10 Ps. 43:4 The Moment of Joy
4 …God my exceeding joy… Habakkuk 3:17–19 affirms even if we 

receive nothing from Him, we have joy because He is our joy. Is this why 
some people are cast down? God is not their exceeding joy. Something else 
is. They may even be Christians, but something is wrong in their Christian-
ity. They will tell you that they believe in God. They will affirm that they 
do all the things that Christians are supposed to do. Remember the Jews, 
who had a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge? (See Ro. 10:2). 
This can even be true for Christians. If it is, they will be cast down and not 
know why. David said that if God is our exceeding joy, then in song we 
will praise God. When you have mighty thoughts about God, burst forth 
in song. It will lift you higher than you expected. 

Oct. 11 Ps. 43:5 

You Do Not Have to Be Cast Down
5 Why are you cast down, O my soul?… Ask yourself why your soul 

is cast down and disquieted. Reflect upon what David has written. Yes, 
there are great personal problems. However, contrast those problems with 
God! Your hope is in God. Stop and figure out what your hope is. Is there 
something that if taken away, would so devastate you that you could not 
live? If God is your hope, then although you have extreme down times, 
David assures you that the time of praising Him shall arrive. He is the help 
of our countenance. After talking to God, David could talk to himself. He 
was now able to straighten out his soul. 

Oct. 12 Ps. 43:5 

You Do Not Have to Be Cast Down
5 Why are you cast down, O my soul?… Do you realize that the major-

ity of people have the problems that David had in this Psalm? Yet, they do 
not know what to do! Christian, do not forget. Remember God everyday. 
People fail to see how life and its happiness are wrapped up in the Lord. 
You have seen on television a flood and people in a tree clinging to it with 
all their might. The more water there is and the faster it is rushing, the 
more they cling on. “The more terrible the storm, the more necessary is 
the anchor” (Plumer in Spurgeon). 

Oct. 13 Ps. 43:5 

You Do Not Have to Be Cast Down
5 Why are you cast down, O my soul?… Why then do many Christians 

run from God and His church when they are flooded with troubles? See what 
God is. Contrast everything that this psalm says He is with the problems 
that people have. Is there a problem in your life that is too great for God? 
See how personal this psalm is: “My cause,” “The God of my strength,” 
“God my exceeding joy,” “O God, my God,” “My soul,” God is “the help 
of my countenance,” and “My God.” Do you believe these things about 
yourself? If you do not believe those things, why do you not? Why not let 
God rule your heart through the indwelling Christ? 

Romans
Ro. 1:1–7 A Preacher of the Gospel 

Oct. 14 Ro. 1:1 A Man We Know Well
1 Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ… Paul. We hear and use that 

name often. Who was he? He was a bondservant or slave of Jesus Christ. 
The Roman Empire was a huge slaver trader. Paul wrote to the capital of 
the slave trader, and there were Christians there. What did they think of 
being slaves of Jesus Christ? Paul was an apostle of Jesus Christ. What was 
an apostle? He was one whom Jesus Christ sent on a special mission, giving 
him unlimited miraculous power and with direct communications from 
heaven. Paul was separated to the gospel of God. What did Paul mean that 
he was separated to the gospel? What is the gospel of God? That is what 
Paul showed next. 

Oct. 15 Ro. 1:2–6 The Man We Know Better
2–6 which He promised before through His prophets in the Holy Scrip-

tures… Now, Paul spoke of the gospel, which was his focus, not himself. 
Why do we need to know who Paul was? We need to know who he was 
that we might believe what he wrote, but beyond that, he is our brother 
in Christ. According to verse 2, God promised the gospel through the 
prophets. For example, Zechariah 12 is rich with references to the suffering 
of Christ. Look at verses 3–6 of Romans 1, what is the gospel of God? It is 
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about God’s Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David, 
that is, according to the flesh. It declares that Jesus is the Son of God by 
the resurrection from the dead. Through this Jesus, Paul received grace and 
apostleship that all people might be obedient to the faith. What are we? We 
are the called of Jesus Christ. What does that mean in this context? 

Oct. 16 Ro. 1:7 Do You Know Who You Are?
7 To all who are in Rome… Not only are we the called of Jesus Christ, 

what else are we? We are beloved of God. We are called to be saints. I prefer 
to leave off “to be” (which is in the New King James Version), because it is 
not that we become saints later, but we are saints now. 

7 Grace to you… Since you are saints, grace to you and peace. Grace 
and peace come to us through God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
What does Paul mean by this greeting? Do you speak in this manner? 

Ro. 1:8–13 The Desire to Be with Brethren

Oct. 17 Ro. 1:8 Thankful for Brethren 
8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all… After intro-

ducing himself, what was the first thing that Paul did? Notice that Paul did 
not say he was thankful, “for you,” but “for you all.” Why is it important 
to make the point that he was thankful to God for all of them? In what 
follows in the Letter to the Romans, he demonstrated the answer to that 
question. Why was it important to get to this right away? For what was he 
thankful in the Roman brethren? He was thankful for their faith. How do 
you think their faith was manifested? 

Oct. 18 Ro. 1:9–13 

A Strong Desire to Be with the Brethren
9–13 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of 

His Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers… 
God was Paul’s witness to what? How often did he mention the Romans in 
his prayers? What was his request to God? Paul wanted to go to them, but 
he understood that such a trip must be in God’s will. He said that he was 
praying that “by some means,” he would be able to go to Rome. Have you 
heard that expression, “Be careful what you pray for, because you might 
receive it”? Was Paul’s request granted, “by some means”? Yes, he went to 
Rome as a prisoner. Perhaps that was not his first choice, but he went at 
government expense, and he did many good things along the way. 

Oct. 19 Ro. 1:9–13 

A Strong Desire to Be with the Brethren
9–13 …For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual 

gift, so that… Why did Paul want to see the brethren? He wanted to im-
part a spiritual gift to them. Why did he want to impart a spiritual gift to 
them? How would spiritual gifts establish them? What were the spiritual 
gifts to which he referred? First Corinthians 12:4–10 lists them. Think on 
these items carefully, looking to see how some of them would help the early 
church before they possessed the written Scriptures. How well would we 
do without the New Testament? He wanted both parties to be encouraged 
and he wanted to have fruit among them also. What is your impression 
of the way that Paul felt about the Roman Christians? Do you think this 
mutual feeling among the early Christians is what contributed to the rapid 
growth of the church, and her taking over the Roman Empire? What do 
you think of Paul’s desire to be with the brethren? Do you think the same 
way as he did?

Hurry and Preach the Gospel

Why are we indebted to preach the gospel?

Romans 1:14–19

Oct. 20 Ro. 1:14, 15 

No One Is Excluded From the Gospel 
14, 15 I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise 

and to unwise… In verses 9–13, Paul explained to the brethren, that he was 
eager to go to them. He was eager because he wanted to impart to them a 
spiritual gift, he wanted to establish them, he wanted them to encourage 
one another, and he wanted to have some fruit among them. His delay 
had not been because he was a Jew and they were Gentiles, as though he 
was avoiding them. No, in verse 13 he explained that he had fruit among 
other Gentiles, and he wanted fruit among the Romans. In verse 14, he 
showed them his obligation to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise 
and to the unwise. 

Oct. 21 Ro. 1:14, 15 

No One Is Excluded From the Gospel 
14, 15 I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise 

and to unwise… When Jesus gave the Great Commission to the apostles, 
and to us by extension, He commanded that they are to go into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature, and make disciples of all 
the nations. Therefore, as both an apostle and a Christian, he was ready to 
preach in Rome, because he was a debtor to them to preach what he had 
received from heaven. How could he withhold heaven’s gift for all men? 
What did he mean to be ready? He was ready because he knew what to say, 
he knew to whom he was to speak, and his heart was prepared for whatever 
came his way. This all included the people of Rome. 

Oct. 22 Ro. 1:16–19 Not Ashamed of the Gospel 
16–19 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ… Paul was not 

ashamed of the gospel. Why did he bring this up in this context? He was 
explaining why he was ready to preach the gospel in Rome. Moreover, there 
was the temptation, if not for him, at least for others, to be ashamed of the 
gospel. What temptation to be ashamed of the gospel was he addressing 
here? The fact that the gospel is for all. The Jews want it only for themselves. 
The Gentiles want it only for themselves. Various races want it only for 
themselves. There is also the temptation to be ashamed because the gospel 
is of a poor Jewish carpenter who was crucified. What would the Roman 
mind think of that? For what reasons was Paul not ashamed of the gospel? 
It is the power of God to salvation. 

Oct. 23 Ro. 1:16–19 Not Ashamed of the Gospel 
16–19 …it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, 

for the Jew first and also for the Greek… For whom is salvation? It is for 
anyone who believes. To whom does the gospel go out first? Have you 
noticed in the Book of Acts that Paul always went to the synagogue first? 
Why is the gospel for the Jew first? It reveals the righteousness of God. This 
righteousness is from faith to faith, which is supported by the prophets, 
namely, Habakkuk. This is a key for understanding the Book of Romans. 
This Book is a demonstration of the righteousness of God. “Righteous-
ness,” or a form of it, appears 45 times in the NKJV. “Just” or forms of it 
appear 29 times in the NKJV. The quotation from Habakkuk is quoted 
three times in the New Testament. Romans 1:17, which explains, “the 
just.” Galatians 3:11, which explains, “shall live.” Hebrews 10:38, which 
explains, “by faith.” 

Oct. 24 Ro. 1:16–19 Not Ashamed of the Gospel 
16–19 …For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
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ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in un-
righteousness… The gospel saves from the wrath of God. The wrath of 
God is revealed to be against all ungodliness, and all unrighteousness of 
men. Those who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, have God’s wrath 
hanging over them. This wrath is revealed to be against them because they 
know better. God has manifested Himself to them. In verses 20–23, Paul 
explained how God has manifested Himself to the world. However, the 
gospel of Christ saves us from this wrath! Look at the heart of Paul and 
his urgency to preach the gospel: “I am a debtor,” “I am ready to preach,” 
“I am not ashamed.” 

All People Can See God

No one has an excuse for living in unrighteousness

Romans 1:20–23

Oct. 25 Ro. 1:20 

Look At God’s Invisible Attributes
20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly 

seen… From the beginning, people have been able to see the invisible God! 
This is the greatest oxymoron. What of the invisible God can we see? They 
can see His eternal power and Godhead. How does the world show these 
two attributes of God? Read Psalm 19:1 and Acts 14:17. Therefore, the 
world is without excuse in regard to ungodliness and unrighteousness. They 
have enough evidence to know what is right and what is wrong. That is why 
the wrath of God is ready to be poured out on them, which in turn is why 
they need the gospel of Jesus Christ. Therefore, the world sins primarily in 
rebellion, not ignorance. 

Oct. 26 Ro. 1:21 

What They Did with Their Knowledge of God
21 because, although they knew God, they did not… Did the Gentiles 

know God? What should this knowledge of God have caused them to 
do? They should have glorified Him and they should have been thankful 
to Him. What are the two inward results of rejecting God? When people 
reject God, they become futile in their thoughts and their foolish hearts 
are darkened. 

Ro. 1:22, 23 One Oxymoron Leads to Another
22, 23 Professing to be wise, they became fools… When people reject 

God, they claim to be wise, but they are fools, because they change the 
glory of God for the glory of man, birds, four-footed animals and creeping 
things. God is incorruptible. Man and the animals are corruptible. How 
foolish is that? What does this tell us about why people are atheists? evolu-
tionists? idolaters? secularists? Observe from our text that man’s movement 
apart from God is downward, not upward as asserted by the evolutionists 
and secularists. 

What Happens When God Gives People Up

It is a sad day when our rebellion is such that God 
allows us to reap what we want to sow

Romans 1:24–32

Oct. 27 Ro. 1:24, 25 

God Gives Some People Up to Uncleanness
24, 25 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of 

their hearts… This is the first of 34 times in the New King James Version 
in the Book of Romans that Paul said, “therefore.” What is the purpose of 
this word? Does it give you a clue as to the type of writing that is Romans? 

Why did God give up certain people to uncleanness? The answer to that 
question is found in Paul’s preceding material, but also in verse 25 where 
he explained himself further. 

Oct. 28 Ro. 1:24, 25 

God Gives Some People Up to Uncleanness
24, 25 …exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and 

served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.
Why type of people, according to verses 18–23 does God give up? To what 
form or forms of uncleanness did Paul refer in verse 24? The uncleanness 
takes place in their hearts, which comes out in the dishonoring of their 
bodies among themselves. What did they exchange for the truth of God? 
They exchanged it for the lie. Doing this led them to do what? They 
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator. Which one is 
blessed forever? This shows the utter folly of atheism, evolution, idolatry, 
humanism, and secularism. 

Oct. 29 Ro. 1:26, 27 

God Gives Some People Up to Vile Passions
26, 27 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions… Again, 

for what reason did God do these things? God does not give up totally, 
because the Book of Romans shows that He makes the Gospel available to 
them. What then exactly is God doing? They insist on living a certain way, 
so, He lets them experience it. Why does He do that? What is He seeking 
to accomplish? Does He not want man to see the futility of sin that he 
might turn to God? To what does God give them up? To what form of vile 
passion does Paul refer? Notice the terms and descriptions that Paul uses 
for homosexuality: 

• It is a vile passion. 
• It is an exchange of the natural use. 
• It is burning in lust for the same gender. 
• It is shameful. 
What is the consequence? They receive in themselves the penalty of 

their error. This penalty is God giving them up. 

Oct. 30 Ro. 1:28–32 

God Gives Some People Over to a Debased Mind
28–32 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, 

God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not 
fitting… The first clause of verse 28 reveals the heart of the problem. Why 
do people not have a knowledge of God? They do not wish to retain a 
knowledge of God. This reveals the heart of the secular movement in the 
world today. According to verse 28, to what does God give these people 
over? He lets them have a debased mind. They end up doing things that are 
not fitting. What are the things that are not fitting? The righteous judgment 
of God declares what punishment for these things? What about for those 
who do not do these things, but approve of those doing them? 

The Judgment of God

No one escapes the judgment of God

Oct. 31 Ro. 2:1–16
How did Paul finish the previous section? In 1:32, he mentioned the 

righteous judgment of God. Why did he bring that up? What does the 
righteous judgment of God demand? What does the judgment of God say 
to those who condemn the sins listed in verses 18–31, but who also practice 
them? That is, does judging those who do those sins, free the one judg-
ing from the judgment of God? Are they more righteous than those they 
condemn, although the ones judging are also committing the sins? It is to 
refute the self-righteous judges that Romans chapter 2 is in the Bible. ✞
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Important Announcement About the Future of 
The Bible Meditator 

Dear Reader, 

The Bible Meditator is no longer a joint work of the Savage Street and Nile Street 
Churches of Christ in Grants Pass and Klamath Falls, Oregon respectively. 

Therefore, I have become the sole publisher (through Pulpit Press) once again. 

In 1990, I started this publication in an effort to help people read and meditate 
upon the Scriptures daily. It was just one sheet of 8 x 14 piece of paper folded, 
typed with a typewriter, with graphics pasted the old fashion way. 

The size of the paper kept growing until it reached its present size. Also, the 
subscriber base increased as well. 

Several years ago, I wanted the church’s name to be on the paper that she might 
receive the glory and honor. Therefore, I asked the Nile Street Church of Christ if 
they would like to become the publisher. They were glad to do so, and so I turned 
it over to the church, including all monies. In 2002, I made the decision to leave 
Nile Street and to work with the church in Grants Pass. I asked Nile Street if they 
wanted to continue to publish TBM or if they wanted me to take it with me. They 
suggested that it become a joint work of both congregations. So, I approached the 
church in Grants Pass about this, and they agreed that this would be a good work 
for the two churches to do. 

However, the Nile Street Church became unable to continue the work. I asked 
the Grants Pass Church if they would like to become the sole publishers and while 
a majority agreed to do it, for me it was not a significantly large majority. In a po-
litical race, it would have been considered a great victory, even a landslide, but in 
the work of the Lord, we need everyone on board. Therefore, I made the decision 
to take back the work and be responsible for its publication once again. 

If there are any elderships or churches that would be interested in overseeing 
this work, I would be delighted to talk with you. In the meantime, Pulpit Press, 
which I own, shall publish this monthly journal. However, there are several things 
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that I need immediately for this work to continue. 

1. First, look at your mailing label. If you do not see any numbers after your 
name, this is your last issue unless you subscribe. To do so, fill in the form below 
along with your check for the appropriate amount. 

2. Second, we need more subscribers. If this paper is beneficial to you, please tell 
others about it. 

3. Third, since we do not regularly advertise, our only source of income is sub-
scriptions, which is not enough to carry on the work. If I raised the subscription 
rate to cover all expenses, then it would be too expensive and it is doubtful that 
any would subscribe. Therefore, any regular financial backing would be deeply ap-
preciated, regardless of the amount. If you contribute, keep in mind that The Bible 
Meditator and Pulpit Press are not tax-exempt entities. You will gain no tax advan-
tage, only the satisfaction of helping people meditate in Scripture. You will receive 
quarterly reports of the status of all things related to TBM. 

Those of you receiving the PDF version, receive TBM for free. However, if I 
cannot receive adequate finances, TBM will cease to be. I need your help also. 

Thank you to both the Nile Street and Savage Street Churches for taking on the 
work. I worked with Nile Street for 19 years as their preacher and I have now been 
at Savage Street for 4 years. I love you all and I look forward to continued fellow-
ship with you. Nile Street, I miss you dearly. I will never forget you. Thank you. 
God bless you. Grace to you. 

Name _______________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________

City, State, Zip Code ___________________________________________

Mail your check for $8 to: 

The Bible Meditator 
4693 Redwood Avenue 
Grants Pass, Oregon 97527-9225
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Edited By Don Ruhl

Meditation Tips

�editating on the �criptures
(Part 3) 

By Charles H. Spurgeon

Yet further, meditation is of great 
value in opening up truth and leading us 
into its secrets. There is some gold to 
be found on the surface of this land of 
Ophir, the Book of God. There are some 
precious jewels which may be discovered 
even by the wayfaring man, but the mass 
of the gold is hidden in the bowels of the 
earth; and he who would be rich in these 
treasures, must dig into Scripture as one 
who seeketh for choice pearls. Thou 
must go down into its depths, and thou 
must rummage there until thou gettest at 
last at the treasure.

Truth is sometimes like a flint, which, 
when it is smitten the first time yieldeth 
not; but at last one happy blow of the 
hammer shall make it fly to shivers. You 
will find it the same with gospel doctrine, 
that you want to understand but can-
not. There is some difficulty you cannot 
surmount. Meditation comes and gives 
one stroke after another with all the 
weight of prayer and of thoughtfulness, 
but it stirs not; till at last our diligence is 

rewarded, and we see the whole mass of 
masonry which reason had piled together 
of fabulous traditions, cometh tumbling 
down; the foundation is discovered, and 
the truth made clear to our apprehension 
in a moment.

You remember the story of the great 
philosopher who had been attempting 
to discover how much alloy there was 
in the king*s crown, but who could find 
no way of doing it. By day and by night 
he pondered it; nay, at night when he 
slept, his daydreams did but come to him 
again; but on a sudden, when he was in 
the bath, he sprang up and wrapped his 
garments about him, and ran through 
the Street, crying out, “Inveni, lnveni,” “I 
have found it! I have found it!” And one 
of these days, Christian, when you are 
puzzling over some doctrine which you 
feel must be true, but which you can-
not grasp, you will spring upon your feet 
when God the Holy Spirit has revealed 
the truth to you, and you will cry, “I have 
found it! I have found it!” and great will 
be your joy at the discovery. Cultivate 
much, then, the habit of retirement and 
meditation, because of the way in which it 
opens up the truth. 

The Bible Meditator October AD 2006
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are 30–40 times stronger 
than a horse, yet they cer-

tainly do not have the muscular appearance of the horse. Where does it get 
its strength? How did this creature evolve strength that is so great?

The Flea

There are a host of animals and insects, which demonstrate amazing 

abilities. For example, when it comes to jumping few creatures can com-
pare with the Red Kangaroo. This creature is nearly 8 feet tall and heavily 
muscled yet it can reach a speed of 30 mph with its powerful leaps of 10 
feet in height (the height of a basketball hoop) and 39 feet in length (the 
current world record for human athletes is just over 29 feet). Yet this great 
jumper pales in comparison to the ability of the flea. At “take off, a flea can 
achieve a speed of some 50 mph—a rate of acceleration that would break 
a human being’s leg.” How does this insect accomplish this amazing feat? 
“When the flea draws up its legs before jumping, it activates a pair of ratchets 
that compress and contain the force of a rubbery protein called resilin, located 
in the pleural arc—the equivalent of our groin” (Emphasis added). The flea 
can jump approximately 100 times its own body length—a man performing 
by the same standard would need to jump somewhere between 5–600 feet 
in the air! Almost as high as the St. Louis Arch (634 feet) from a standing 
start! How did this insect evolve these “ratchets”? How did they evolve the 
ability to make, store, compress and activate this “rubbery protein”? 

The answer is obvious and quite simple—all these creatures were cre-
ated by God, the great Designer, to perform these tasks. Evolution is not 
a sufficient cause for this effect, but God is!

So God created the great sea creatures and every living crea-
ture that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their 
kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw 
that it was good.

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures ac-
cording to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts 
of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so.

Genesis 1:21, 24
✞

Pictures of Jellyfish, Cheetah, Ant from Stock.Xchng
Flea from United States Federal Government
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