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I fear that the spirit of the Inquisition is alive and well. John 
Foxe (Foxe’s Book of Martyrs) gave an introduction to his report 
on the Inquisition. Part of what he said was this, 

When the reformed religion began to diffuse the 
Gospel light throughout Europe, Pope Innocent III 
entertained great fear for the Romish Church. He ac-
cordingly instituted a number of inquisitors, or persons 
who were to make inquiry after, apprehend, and punish, 
heretics, as the reformed were called by the papists…they 
were permitted to excommunicate, or sentence to death 
whom they thought proper, upon the most slight in-

formation of heresy…A defense in the Inquisition is of 
little use to the prisoner, for a suspicion only is deemed 
sufficient cause of condemnation…A prisoner in the In-
quisition is never allowed to see the face of his accuser, or 
of the witnesses against him, but every method is taken by 
threats and tortures, to oblige him to accuse himself…the 
maxim of the Inquisition being to strike terror, and awe 
those who are the objects of its power into obedience…  

Proverbs 1 shows the spirit of the Inquisition, that it was 
alive long before the one in the Dark Ages. That is because it is a 
human problem. It was not only a problem of ancient Israelites. 

It was not only a problem of Catholics during the Inquisition. It 
is alive and well both in the church and in the world. Proverbs 
1 was written to Israelites, showing them that they even had to 
be careful with brethren who had this attitude. Do you think 
the world has this attitude also? Yes, they do and it is shown in 
politics and the mass media. People anywhere have the ability to 
function like the inquisitors or the people we are warned against 
in Proverbs 1. 

My son, hear the instruction of your father, 
And do not forsake the law of your mother; 
For they will be a graceful ornament on your head, 

The Tribunal of the Inquisition as illustrated by Francisco de Goya

Dominic (1170–
August 6, 1221) 
Presiding over 

an Auto-da-fe, by 
Pedro Berruguete, 
(1450–1504). The 
first Spanish auto 

de fe was held 
1481, and Dominic 

died in 1221.

Speak the Truth About One Another

Talk to your brother; do not talk about him

By Don Ruhl
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And chains about your neck. 
My son, if sinners entice you, 
Do not consent. 
If they say, “Come with us, 
Let us lie in wait to shed blood; 
Let us lurk secretly for the innocent without cause; 
Let us swallow them alive like Sheol, 
And whole, like those who go down to the Pit; 
We shall find all kinds of precious possessions, 
We shall fill our houses with spoil; 
Cast in your lot among us, 
Let us all have one purse”—
My son, do not walk in the way with them, 
Keep your foot from their path; 
For their feet run to evil, 
And they make haste to shed blood. 

Surely, in vain the net is spread 
In the sight of any bird; 
But they lie in wait for their own blood, 
They lurk secretly for their own lives. 
(Pr. 1:8–18). 

Beware of those who do these things to you. Beware of becom-
ing an inquisitor! The Pharisees were like the inquisitors. If we 
want to exceed their righteousness, we cannot be out to destroy 
people, but to save people. 

When You Hear Things 
What should we do when we hear something said about 

another person? What should we do when we hear things on the 
news about people? What shall we do when we hear that there are 
rumors about us? Let us look and see what the Bible shows us. 

Do not go hastily to court; 
For what will you do in the end, 
When your neighbor has put you to shame? 
Debate your case with your neighbor, 
And do not disclose the secret to another; 
Lest he who hears it expose your shame, 
And your reputation be ruined. 
(Pr. 25:8–10)

Second Corinthians 13 states our standard procedure. Always 
remember what it says whenever anyone, at home, work, over 
the news, or in the church tells you something about someone, 
“By the mouth of two or three witnesses every word shall be 
established” (2Co. 13:1). Paul was quoting from two passages 
out of Deuteronomy. 

“If there is found among you, within any of your 
gates which the LORD your God gives you, a man 
or a woman who has been wicked in the sight of the 
LORD your God, in transgressing His covenant, who 
has gone and served other gods and worshiped them, 
either the sun or moon or any of the host of heaven, 
which I have not commanded, and it is told you, and 
you hear of it, then you shall inquire diligently. And if 
it is indeed true and certain that such an abomination 
has been committed in Israel, then you shall bring out 
to your gates that man or woman who has committed 
that wicked thing, and shall stone to death that man 
or woman with stones. Whoever is deserving of death 
shall be put to death on the testimony of two or three 
witnesses; he shall not be put to death on the testimony 
of one witness. The hands of the witnesses shall be the 
first against him to put him to death, and afterward the 
hands of all the people. So you shall put away the evil 
from among you” (De. 17:2–7). 

“One witness shall not rise against a man concern-
ing any iniquity or any sin that he commits; by the 
mouth of two or three witnesses the matter shall be 
established. If a false witness rises against any man to 
testify against him of wrongdoing, then both men in 
the controversy shall stand before the LORD, before 
the priests and the judges who serve in those days. And 
the judges shall make careful inquiry, and indeed, if the 
witness is a false witness, who has testified falsely against 
his brother, then you shall do to him as he thought to 
have done to his brother; so you shall put away the evil 

from among you. And those who remain shall hear and 
fear, and hereafter they shall not again commit such evil 
among you. Your eye shall not pity: life shall be for life, 
eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot 
(De. 19:15–21). 

How many people’s lives have been ruined, because others 
failed to heed Second Corinthians 13:1? We fail to follow it in 
the church. We fail to follow it when we listen to the news. We 
fail it with people at work. We fail it anywhere people are talking 
about other people. When you hear something, resist the urge to 
believe it, until established by two or three witnesses. 

Otherwise, we will fall under the condemnation of Proverbs 
18 and John 7. 

He who answers a matter before he hears it, 
It is folly and shame to him. 
(Pr. 18:13) 

“Does our law judge a man before it hears 
him and knows what he is doing?” (Jn. 7:51).  

Is our Law, inferior to the Law to which Nicodemus made 
reference? Hebrews 8 shows that the New Testament is better in 
three ways, “But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, 
inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant, which was 
established on better promises” (He. 8:6). It is a more excellent 
ministry. It is a better covenant. It is built upon better promises. 
Nicodemus, following Proverbs 18:13 and many other passages, 
knew that they still had to hear from Jesus. Does our better Tes-
tament give us the freedom to judge people as evil, although we 
have only heard one side and there has only been one witness, 
if even a witness? 

Listen to more wisdom from Solomon on this matter. 

The first one to plead his cause seems right, 
Until his neighbor comes and examines him. 
(Pr. 18:17) 

The simple believes every word, 
But the prudent considers well his steps. 
(Pr. 14:15) 

Also do not take to heart everything people say, 
Lest you hear your servant cursing you. 
(Ec. 7:21) 

More Wisdom From Proverbs 

A talebearer reveals secrets, 
But he who is of a faithful spirit conceals a matter. 

Galileo facing the Roman Inquisition.
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(Pr. 11:13) 

An evildoer gives heed to false lips; 
A liar listens eagerly to a spiteful tongue. 
(Pr. 17:4) 

He who covers a transgression seeks love, 
But he who repeats a matter separates friends. 
(Pr. 17:9) 

A fool has no delight in understanding, 
But in expressing his own heart. 

(Pr. 18:2) 

The words of a talebearer are like tasty trifles, 
And they go down into the inmost body. 
(Pr. 18:8) 

He who answers a matter before he hears it, 
It is folly and shame to him. 
(Pr. 18:13) 

Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, 

But the LORD weighs the hearts. 
(Pr. 21:2) 

Make no friendship with an angry man, 
And with a furious man do not go, 
Lest you learn his ways 
And set a snare for your soul. 
(Pr. 22:24, 25) 

Do not be a witness against your neighbor without 
cause, 

For would you deceive with your lips? 
Do not say, “I will do to him just as he 
has done to me; 
I will render to the man according to 
his work.” 
(Pr. 24:28, 29) 

Where there is no wood, the fire goes 
out; 
And where there is no talebearer, strife 
ceases. 
As charcoal is to burning coals, and 
wood to fire, 
So is a contentious man to kindle 
strife. 
The words of a talebearer are like tasty 
trifles, 
And they go down into the inmost 
body. 
(Pr. 26:20–22) 

He who hates, disguises it with his 
lips, 
And lays up deceit within himself; 
When he speaks kindly, do not believe 
him, 
For there are seven abominations in 
his heart; 
Though his hatred is covered by de-

ceit, 
His wickedness will be revealed before the assembly. 
(Pr. 26:24–26) 

Why do we assume the worst with people, especially our 
brethren? Live by First Corinthians 13 and you shall live by 
Second Corinthians 13. Listen carefully to the traits of love Paul 
shows us. Keep in mind all that we have seen concerning gos-
sip, believing evil reports from only one witness, believing what 
one side says before hearing the other side, talebearing, and false 
witnessing. See how what Paul said of love would prevent much 

of this problem. 

Love suffers long and is kind; 
love does not envy; 
love does not parade itself, 
is not puffed up; 
does not behave rudely, 
does not seek its own, 
is not provoked, 
thinks no evil; 
does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 
bears all things, 
believes all things, 
hopes all things, 
endures all things. 
Love never fails. 
(1Co. 13:4–8a). 

Why do we believe or pass on gossip? Why do we make 
conclusions about people before hearing from them? 

We are not willing to suffer long with them. 
We are not kind. 
We envy. 
We want to parade our knowledge, soundness, sharp eye, 

etc. 
We are puffed up. 
We are rude and do not care. 
We are seeking our own welfare. 
We are easily provoked. 
We think evil. 
We rejoice in hearing of iniquity in someone we do not 

like. 
We are not interested in the truth if it contradicts what we 

have already believed about someone. 
We are not willing to bear with someone’s faults. 
We find it hard to believe in other people and their potential 

good. 
We do not hope for the best for them. 
We have no endurance for tolerating others different than 

us. 
We fail, but do not want to admit it. 

What if what we have heard is from someone we trust? What 
if it is a family member? What if it is a church leader? What if 
it is from someone who is normally reliable? What if it is from 
a friend? Friends, did you hear any exceptions in any of the pas-
sages in this article? 

Remember the Golden Rule! Treat others as you wish to be 
treated. Do you want people talking about you? If not, do not 
talk about them! ✞

Some are like “The Three Gossips,” believing their gossip goes unnoticed because they are hidden 
among the other “blockheads,” but their gossiping stands out for all to see what they truly are. 
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Meditating on Scripture Daily
Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

The Magnificent Prayer of 
Daniel

Be a person like Daniel, and you shall pray 
like Daniel

Oct. 1 Daniel 9:1–23
There are three magnificent prayers found in the ninth 

chapters of the Books of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Daniel. Let us 
hear what Daniel prayed. Daniel prayed for the big picture. Do 
our prayers give undue emphasis to the small things? 

Oct. 2 Da. 9:1, 2 
Daniel Understands That the 

Captivity Is Almost Over

1, 2 …I, Daniel, understood by the books the number of 
the years specified by the word of the LORD through Jeremiah… 
The Medes and the Persians had conquered Babylon. Daniel 
knew that the head of gold and the lion with eagle’s wings was 
gone. If Babylon was gone, Daniel realized that the captivity was 
almost over. Babylon was God’s rod of anger against Judah. With 
Babylon gone, what then? Daniel even turned to the Book of 
Jeremiah, discovering that the time of Jerusalem’s desolation was 
70 years. Here is what Daniel found in the Book of Jeremiah, 
“‘And this whole land shall be a desolation and an astonishment, 
and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. 
Then it will come to pass, when seventy years are completed, 
that I will punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the land 
of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity,’ says the LORD; ‘and I will 
make it a perpetual desolation’” (Je. 25:11, 12). “For thus says the 
LORD: ‘After seventy years are completed at Babylon, I will visit 
you and perform My good word toward you, and cause you to 
return to this place’” (Je. 29:10). The desolation began in 606/5 
BC and at the writing of Daniel 9, the year was 539 BC. Sixty 

seven or sixty eight years had passed, since the Babylonians took 
Daniel to Babylon and since the ransacking of Jerusalem. His 
heart was filled with anticipation and longing for the restoration 
of Jerusalem’s glory and the return of her people.

Oct. 3 Da. 9:3, 4a 
Daniel Prepares to Pray

3, 4a Then I set my face toward the Lord God to make 
request by prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth, 
and ashes… This might very well be one of the prayers that 
Daniel made, which got him into trouble with the 2 governors 
and 120 satraps. This prayer was during the first year of King 
Darius, and what he did, as revealed in chapter 6, happened 
during the first year of King Darius. “Now when Daniel knew 
that the writing was signed, he went home. And in his upper 
room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down 
on his knees three times that day, and prayed and gave thanks 
before his God, as was his custom since early days” (Da. 6:10). 

�editating on 
the �ook of �aniel

Daniel by Michelangelo
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Knowing the time was almost fulfilled, this man of God, with 
deep humility, set his face toward the God of heaven, and he had 
a request to make. This was a serious matter. It was no time for 
play, jokes, and irreverence. He could not approach God with 
a demand, because the Jews had sinned greatly. They deserved 
what happened. Therefore, he withheld food from himself, did 
not wear fine clothing, and poured ashes upon himself that he 
might show on the outside what he and his people had been 
on the inside. Therefore, he prayed to the Lord our God with 
a heavy heart, and made confession, showing God a continual 
awareness of why the Jews had been in Babylon, and not in their 
homeland. After reading the Book of Jeremiah, after being taken 
from his homeland, after all his Babylonian experiences, after 
his new Persian experiences, what did this man of God say to 
the God of all men? 

Oct. 4 Da. 9:4b 
He Approaches the Great and 

Awesome God
4b “O Lord, great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant 

and mercy with those who love Him, and with those who keep His 
commandments…” He started with a pleading voice, “O Lord,” 
showing us already the path he was going down. There was no 
arrogance before God. There was no anger toward God. Then 
Daniel called the Lord the great and awesome God. Is there a 
better way to describe or classify our God? Daniel saw that God 
was righteousness toward Judah, and that God controlled the 
mightiest of nations! Daniel mentioned two things that show 
God’s greatness and awesomeness. God keeps His covenant, and 
keeps His mercy. God keeps both of these things toward those 
who love Him, and keep His commandments. Therefore, the 
God of heaven is great and awesome, because He is a God of 
truth, a God of consistency, and a God of His word. 

Oct. 5 Da. 9:5–11 
Daniel Confesses Israel’s Sins

5–11 “we have sinned and committed iniquity, we have 
done wickedly and rebelled, even by departing from Your precepts 
and Your judgments. Neither have we heeded Your servants the 
prophets…” In reference to the Law of Moses, he acknowledged 
in five-fold emphasis that Israel had sinned, committed iniquity, 
done wickedly, rebelled, and departed from God’s precepts and 
His judgments. Moreover, in reference to the prophets, whom 
God sent to bring Israel and Judah back to the Law of Moses, 
Daniel’s people, our people in the spirit, did not listen to them 
either. Daniel included everyone in this rejection of the prophets. 

Look at Daniel’s confession in verse 7. Righteousness belongs to 
the Lord. Shame of face belongs to everyone. Why did Daniel 
make such a confession? God had been faithful. Israel had not 
been faithful. This is a good way to pattern our prayers. Again 
in verses 8 and 9, he contrasted the ways of Israel (or all people) 
with the ways of God, showing a full knowledge of the nature 
of himself and his people, and the nature of God. This is how 
our prayers are enriched. He repeated in verse 10 what he said 
in verse 6, that Israel failed to obey God’s voice, to walk in His 
laws, as He spoke through His servants the prophets. He who 
rejects God’s servants, does not reject the servants, but the One 
who sent the servants. Therefore, Daniel emphasized in verse 
11, by saying twice, that Israel had sinned. Therefore, the curse, 
that God made an oath to keep through the Law of Moses, had 
been poured out. How different or better our lives can be, if we 
remembered this simple truth; God says what He means, and 

means what He says. Daniel also confessed that we do not say 
what we mean, and we do not mean what we say. 

Oct. 6 Da. 9:12–14 God Has 
Confirmed His Words

12–14 “And He has confirmed His words…As it is writ-
ten in the Law of Moses…” God confirmed His words by do-
ing what He said He would do. Therefore Jerusalem suffered 
unimaginable things. The pattern for a successful life was, and 
is, faithful obedience to God, prayers filled with confessions of 
God’s faithfulness, confessions of one’s lack of faithfulness, and 
a heart full of sincerity and devotion to God. 

Oct. 7 Da. 9:15 
Daniel Confesses Israel’s Sin 

Again
15 “And now, O Lord our God, who brought Your people 

out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand…” The weight of 
Israel’s sin and wickedness was heavy upon Daniel’s heart, and 
he could not keep himself from continuing to confess their fail-
ings. He positioned this right next to God’s demonstration of 
love when He rescued Israel from Egypt. He made a name for 
Himself at that time. What had Israel done for herself since up 
to that time? She had sinned repeatedly and without repentance. 
Therefore, hear this man of God present his supplication before 
the One who rules in heaven above, controls history and the 
nations, but cares very much for His people. 

Oct. 8 Da. 9:16, 17 
The Heart of the Prayer

16, 17 “O Lord, according to all Your righteousness, I pray, 
let Your anger and Your fury be turned away from Your city 
Jerusalem…” Remember the setting to this prayer. Babylon 
was no longer an empire. Daniel read the Book of Jeremiah. He 
discovered that the captivity was to last seventy years. That time 
was just about fulfilled. Therefore, according to verse 3, he was 
going to make a request. From verses 4–15, He had not made 
that request. Finally, after preparing the Lord’s heart and ears 
this beloved man of God made his request. Verse 16 records the 
first part of his request, that God turn away His anger. Verse 17 
records the second part of his request, that God shine His face 
on His sanctuary. He begged for God to hear his prayer for the 
Lord’s sake. While prayer is for meeting our needs, it is so that 
our needs fulfilled may bring glory to God. 

Oct. 9 Da. 9:18, 19 
Daniel Begs For God to Hear 

and to See
18, 19 “O my God, incline Your ear and hear; open Your 

eyes and see our desolations, and the city which is called by Your 
name…” What a magnificent way to conclude a prayer! He begged 
for God to hear and to see, not based on the righteousness of 
the people, but upon the great mercies of God! Look at those 
first three short sentences in verse 19. This was the man before 
whom Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face. This was the man whom 
Nebuchadnezzar made ruler over the whole province of Babylon, 
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and chief administrator over all the wise men of Babylon. This 
was the man whom Belshazzar made the third ruler of Babylon. 
This was the man whom Darius made one of three governors who 
answered to the king, and whom Darius considered setting over 
the whole realm. This man prostrated his soul before the God 
of heaven. Therefore, Daniel urged God not to delay, because 
this was for God’s own sake. After all, Jerusalem and her people 
were associated with Him. Daniel sought no self-interest, but 
he looked to the big picture of glorifying God. 

Oct. 10 Da. 9:20, 21 
God Sends Gabriel Again to 

Daniel
20, 21 “Now while I was speaking, praying, and confessing 

my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my sup-
plication before the LORD my God…” See God in action! The 
prayers of His children touch Him. If you were God, would 
you not have been touched by the words of Daniel? Learn from 
his prayer how to pray to God. Do not demand things of God, 
but do as Daniel did and touch the heart strings of the Father 
above, and even while in prayer, He will begin the process of 
answering your prayer. 

Oct. 11 Da. 9:22, 23 
Immediately, God Begins to 

Answer the Prayer
22, 23 And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, 

“O Daniel, I have now come forth to give you skill to under-
stand…” God was eager to answer such a prayer of Daniel. See 
Gabriel address Daniel the way Daniel addressed God, that is, 
“O Daniel.” Even as Daniel longed earnestly for God, so, God 
longed earnestly for Daniel. Heaven stopped and was silent as 
this man’s prayer ascended before God. God was going to answer 
Daniel’s prayer in regard to Jerusalem, and God would do much 
more. He revealed the future of Jerusalem, and the work of the 
Messiah, which is what the famous Seventy Weeks is about. 
The moment Daniel began his prayer, God started to answer it! 
Since He knew what Daniel was going to say before he said it, 
or even thought it, the prayer touched God immediately, and He 
commanded things to start taking place to answer the prayer, to 
fulfill the 70 years of captivity, and to prepare a nation to destroy 
Babylon. All these things were the beginning of bringing to pass 
the work of the Messiah, which is revealed in verses 24–27. Hear 
the words of Gabriel. He, as an angel of God, told Daniel that 
he was greatly beloved. The New Testament shows that we are 

beloved in Christ Jesus. Therefore, God hears our prayers, espe-
cially for the big picture, just as earnestly as He heard Daniel’s 
prayer. God longs for us, even as we long for Him. 

Daniel read Scripture, which moved him to fast and to pray. 
He did not live for himself, but for a cause greater than self. He 
had personal comfort and a blessed retirement, but he was not 
content until he sought the prosperity of Jerusalem and the temple. 
Let us not rest contentedly, but seek earnestly the prosperity of 
the church, which is the city of God and His temple. 

Daniel’s Seventy Weeks
One Old Testament passage gives hints of the time of the 

beginning of the ministry of Christ, the length of His ministry, 
and the time of His death 

Oct. 12 Daniel 9:24–27

There is a passage that prophesies of: 

• the time of the beginning of the ministry of Je-
sus, 

• the length of His ministry, and 
• the time of His death. 

This information is so crucial that God used Gabriel, a 
special angel, to reveal to Daniel these details. 

Oct. 13 Daniel 9:24–27 
The Historical Context 

Jeremiah foretold of the Babylonian captivity. Read Jeremiah 
25:11, 12 and 29:10 again. Daniel 9:2 shows that the time, which 
Jeremiah the prophet spoke of, was fulfilled. Second Chronicles 
chapter 36 announced why the Jews were in Babylon for 70 
years, “And those who escaped from the sword he carried away 
to Babylon, where they became servants to him and his sons 
until the rule of the kingdom of Persia, to fulfill the word of the 
LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed 
her Sabbaths. As long as she lay desolate she kept Sabbath, to 
fulfill seventy years” (2Ch. 36:20, 21). Israel was supposed to 
observe a land Sabbath every seven years (Le. 25:1–7). For seventy 
successive cycles of seven years, they failed to keep this Sabbath, 
which means Israel ignored the command for 490 years. Now, 
watch God’s amazing time in Daniel 9:24–27. First, consider 
this. The 70-year captivity was mid-way between the beginning of 
the sin recorded in Second Chronicles 36:21 and the fulfillment 
of a covenant prophesied in Daniel 9:24–27. There were 490 
years previous to the captivity. There was the 70-year captivity. 
After that 79 years passed. Then there were 490 years until the 
Messiah took away sin. There are more pictures of God’s timing 
to come in this passage. 

Oct. 14 Daniel 9:24–27 
Context 

In Daniel 9:1, 2, the prophet read how long the captivity was 
to last. He saw that the time was close to fulfillment. In verses 
4–15 of the prayer, he confessed the sin of Israel, and God’s 
righteousness in the captivity. It was the last part of the prayer, 
verses 16–19, that brought on the passage we are considering. 
Daniel requested that God take away Jerusalem’s shame. God sent 
Gabriel to Daniel to tell him how his prayer was being answered. 
Gabriel revealed God’s schedule for removing the shame, by 
restoring Jerusalem, and by the work of the Messiah. 

Oct. 15 Daniel 9:24–27 
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Understand Historical Dates
To appreciate the prophecy of the Seventy Weeks, we must 

know the time when the captivity began and the time when the 
Jews returned to Jerusalem. These are well-established historical 
dates. The mighty King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon made three 
significant attacks against Jerusalem, corresponding to deporta-
tions of the Jews to Babylon. These Scriptures do not give the 
dates, because “BC” could not be given before Christ had actually 
come. These passages give years of the kings that correspond to 
dates that we know. 

606–605 BC (2Ki. 24:1; Da. 1:1–6) 
597 BC (2Ki. 24:10; Ez. 1:2) 
586 BC (2Ki. 25:8). 

After Babylon fell to the Medo-Persian Empire, there were 
three returns.

536 BC (Er. 2:2) 
457 BC (Er. 7:6, 7) 
444 BC (Ne. 2:1, 11) 

Oct. 16 Da. 9:24–27 
The Prophetical Time Frame

The breakdown of this passage goes like this: 

Verse 24: The Messiah’s work on earth. 
Verse 25: The beginning of the Seventy Weeks. 
Verse 26: The Messiah killed, Jerusalem destroyed. 
Verse 27: New Covenant made; Judaism finished. 

What does “weeks” mean in this passage? The Hebrew 
word for our English word “weeks” is not the normal one. Some 
scholars believe it would be better translated “units or periods 
of seven” (J. Barton Payne, Encyclopedia of Biblical Prophecy). 
That is what a week is, a unit of seven days. If this is true, to 
which all agree, it is 70 units of 7. 70 units of 7 years equals 490 
years. Ezekiel chapter 4 shows that a day can represent a year in 
prophetic language, “And when you have completed them, lie 
again on your right side; then you shall bear the iniquity of the 
house of Judah forty days. I have laid on you a day for each year” 
(Ez. 4:6). Remember that Israel was in the wilderness 40 years, 
because the spies were in the land 40 days (Nu. 14:34). 

Oct. 17 Da. 9:24–27 

The Messiah’s Work on Earth
24 Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your 

holy city… Verse 24 reveals that by 70 units of 7, the Messiah 
would come and do six things. 

Number one: “To finish the transgression” 
Number two: “To make an end of sins” 
Number three: “To make reconciliation for iniquity” 
Number four: “To bring in everlasting righteousness” 
Number five: “To seal up vision and prophecy” 

Number six: “And to anoint the Most Holy” 

Notice the first three. 
Can you see that Jesus came to the earth to fulfill those 

very things? He did fulfill them and will not return to do them 
again. Moreover, Gabriel told Daniel that 70 weeks, or units of 
seven, were determined to “bring in everlasting righteousness.” 
Jesus fulfilled all righteousness at His baptism, and beyond (Mt. 
3:15). Gabriel also told Daniel that 70 weeks, or units of seven, 

were determined to “seal up vision and prophecy.” 

Oct. 18 Da. 9:24–27 
The Messiah’s Work on Earth

24 Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for 
your holy city… Jesus fulfilled all messianic prophecies. “Then 
He said to them, ‘O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in 
all that the prophets have spoken! Ought not the Christ to have 
suffered these things and to enter into His glory?’ And begin-
ning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all 
the Scriptures the things concerning Himself ” (Lk. 24:25–27). 
“Then He said to them, ‘These are the words which I spoke to 
you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled 
which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 
Psalms concerning Me’” (Lk. 24:44). “Yes, and all the prophets, 
from Samuel and those who follow, as many as have spoken, 
have also foretold these days” (Ac. 3:24). 

Therefore, when Jesus made His covenant, the supernatural 
giving of knowledge ended. He sealed up vision and prophecy 
(Ze. 13; 1Co. 13:8–13; Ju. 3). Gabriel told Daniel that 70 weeks, 
or units of seven, were determined to “anoint the Most Holy.” 
This anointing showed that Jesus was chosen of God to do these 
things. In the Old Testament, God anointed prophets, priests, 
and kings, and Jesus is all three. 

Oct. 19 Da. 9:24–27 
The Messiah’s Work on Earth

24 Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for 
your holy city… Consider these facts. “‘The Spirit of the LORD 
is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to 
the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set 
at liberty those who are oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable 
year of the LORD.’ Then He closed the book, and gave it back 
to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in 
the synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began to say to them, 
‘Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing’” (Lk. 4:18–21). 
The word “Christ” is Greek for anointed, and “Messiah” is 
Hebrew for anointed. Matthew chapter 3 shows the anointing 
of Jesus, demonstrating that He is the Christ, the Messiah, the 
Anointed of God. “When He had been baptized, Jesus came 
up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were 
opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like 
a dove and alighting upon Him” (Mt. 3:16). 

Oct. 20 Da. 9:24–27 
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The Beginning of the Seventy 
Weeks

25 “Know therefore and understand, that from the going 
forth of the command to…” The events set forth in the prophecy 
commence with “the going forth of the command to restore and 
build Jerusalem.” First, there is a time period of seven weeks or 
seven units of seven or 49 years. The second period is 62 weeks 
or units of seven, or 434 years. According to verses 26 and 27 
in the middle of the 70

th
 week, the Messiah is cut off or killed. 

Therefore, from the beginning of the counting of the 70 weeks 
to the mid-point of the 70

th
 week, there are 486.5 years. Gabriel 

revealed to Daniel that the Messiah will be killed 486.5 years 
after the command to restore and build Jerusalem. When did 
the command go forth? There are three possible dates, covered 
earlier. By taking those dates and adding 486.5 years we can 
know the year of the death of the Messiah or of the Christ. The 
dates are: 

536 BC + 486.5 = 49.5 BC 
457 BC + 486.5 = AD 29.5 
444 BC + 486.5 = AD 42.5 

In the totals, you see that we do not call years by half-dates, 
but by rounding up. For example, 3.5 years from the year 2000 
is the year 2004. Thus, our dates under contemplation are 50 BC, 
ad 30, and AD 43. The first return in 536 was to build or rebuild 
the temple. Ezra chapter 1 recorded the explicit authority given 
to the Jews for what they are allowed to do, “Now in the first 
year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the 
mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the 
spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying, 
‘Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth the 
LORD God of heaven has given me. And He has commanded 
me to build Him a house at Jerusalem which is in Judah. Who is 
among you of all His people? May his God be with him, and let 
him go up to Jerusalem which is in Judah, and build the house 
of the LORD God of Israel (He is God), which is in Jerusalem. 
And whoever is left in any place where he dwells, let the men of 
his place help him with silver and gold, with goods and livestock, 
besides the freewill offerings for the house of God which is in 
Jerusalem’” (Er. 1:1–4). 

Oct. 21 Da. 9:24–27 
The Beginning of the Seventy 

Weeks

25 “Know therefore and understand, that from the going 
forth of the command to…” Much of the Book of Ezra is about 
the activity of rebuilding the temple. You will not read about 
the building of the city. The last return in 444 may seem to fit, 
because Nehemiah chapter 2 is the request of Nehemiah to build 
the city, and he received that authority, “and said to the king, 
‘May the king live forever! Why should my face not be sad, when 
the city, the place of my fathers’ tombs, lies waste, and its gates 
are burned with fire?’ Then the king said to me, ‘What do you 
request?’ So I prayed to the God of heaven. And I said to the 
king, ‘If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor 
in your sight, I ask that you send me to Judah, to the city of my 
fathers’ tombs, that I may rebuild it’” (Ne. 2:3–5). 

However, this was the second command to build Jerusalem. 
The first command to restore and to build Jerusalem was in 457, 
which takes us to the year AD 30 for the death of the Messiah. 
It used to be said that Jesus died in the year AD 33. However, 
there was an error in the calendar. All scholars accept this fact. 
Look at the chronological breakdown of the seventy weeks. 
There are three sections: 

7 weeks 
62 weeks  
70

th
 week 

Oct. 22 Da. 9:24–27 
The Beginning of the Seventy 

Weeks
25 “Know therefore and understand, that from the going 

forth of the command to…” Something happened during the 
middle of the 70

th
 week. The first 7 weeks or 49 years, the Jews 

rebuilt Jerusalem. This answered Daniel’s prayer in 9:16–19. 
Gabriel told Daniel that the time of rebuilding would happen 
in “troublesome times.” The “troublesome times” does not refer 
to the events surrounding the Second Coming of Christ, as the 
song “Jesus Is Coming Soon” implies. The Books of Ezra and 
Nehemiah show the fulfillment. Ezra chapter 4 shows what hap-
pened when the enemies of the Jews in Jerusalem saw the Jews 
rebuild the city, “Now give the command to make these men 
cease, that this city may not be built until the command is given 
by me” (Er. 4:21). Verse 23 showed that after persuading the 
Persian king that the Jews were wrong, the antagonists got the 
work to stop, “Now when the copy of King Artaxerxes’ letter was 
read before Rehum, Shimshai the scribe, and their companions, 
they went up in haste to Jerusalem against the Jews, and by force 
of arms made them cease” (Er. 4:23). 

Oct. 23 Da. 9:24–27 
The Beginning of the Seventy 

Weeks
25 “Know therefore and understand, that from the going 

forth of the command to…” Years later Nehemiah was disturbed 
by the report that the wall was destroyed and the gates were 
burned with fire. He received permission from the Persian king 
to rebuild the wall and gates, but there was constant opposition 
and threat of war from the enemies of the Jews. 

The second time period of 62 weeks or 434 years, started 
after the 7 weeks concluded. This extended to the beginning of 
the Lord’s teaching ministry, 3.5 years before His death. There-
fore, starting with 457 BC and adding 49 years (the 7 weeks), 
and 434 years (the 62 weeks), takes us to AD 26, when the Lord 
began His ministry. 

The third time period is the middle of the 70
th
 week, that 

is, 3.5 years after the end of the 69
th
 week. This is one way we 

know the Lord’s ministry was 3.5 years, and that at 33 years old 
He died, since He began preaching when He was 30. 

Oct. 24 Da. 9:24–27 
Messiah Killed, Jerusalem 

Destroyed
26 “And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, 

but not for Himself…” “Cut off” refers to death, or killing. 
Isaiah 53:8 uses it to prophesy of the death of Christ. “He was 
taken from prison and from judgment, and who will declare His 
generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; for 
the transgressions of My people He was stricken” (Is. 53:8). “The 
people of the prince” is not Christ, but the man who would lead 
the invasion against Jerusalem and the temple, the Romans, led 
by Titus, the son of Vespasian. Josephus understood this to refer 
to the Romans, “…Daniel also wrote concerning the Roman 
government, and that our country should be made desolate by 
them” (Antiquities of the Jews, Book X, Chapter XI, Paragraph 
7). Truly, the Romans destroyed the city and the sanctuary, as 
though by a flood. Not one Jew was left living there. The Romans 
took the survivors captive. 

Oct. 25 Da. 9:24–27 
New Covenant Made, Judaism 

Finished 
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27 “Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one 
week; but in the middle of the week…” Sacrifice and offering 
ceased because of the death of Christ in the middle of the 70

th
 

week. This finished the sacrificial system of the Law of Moses. 
The expression, “on the wing of abominations shall be one who 
makes desolate,” catches our attention. The Romans, to show 
their spite of the Jews, sacrificed to their gods in the temple before 
destroying it. Daniel 11:31 and 12:11 have a similar expression. 
In Mark 13:14, Jesus warned, “So when you see the ‘abomination 
of desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing where 
it ought not’ (let the reader understand), ‘then let those who are 
in Judea flee to the mountains” (Mk. 13:14). 

Oct. 26 Da. 9:24–27 
New Covenant Made, Judaism 

Finished 
27 “Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; 

but in the middle of the week…” What about the final 3.5 weeks? 
After the death of Christ, the gospel was preached exclusively to 
the Jews, even as His ministry was among the Jews exclusively. 
Therefore, He confirmed a covenant with the Jews for a week or 
7 years. Three and a half years on either side of His crucifixion. 
When that time was up it was time for the Gentiles. At that time, 
a man by the name of Cornelius, had been praying to God regu-
larly. His prayers and alms went up, “for a memorial before God” 
(Ac. 10:4). A memorial is a remembrance. The 70 weeks was up, 
it was time for the inclusion of the Gentiles. Jerusalem was not 
destroyed at the end of the 70 weeks, but it was during that time 
that the destruction was determined. Gabriel mentioned twice 
(vv. 26 and 27), that Jerusalem would be desolate. In Matthew 
chapter 23, as Jesus concluded His denunciation of Jerusalem, He 
said, “See! Your house is left to you desolate” (Mt. 23:38). 

Oct. 27 Da. 9:24–27 
New Covenant Made, Judaism 

Finished 
27 “Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one 

week; but in the middle of the week…” What are we to learn? God 
gave signs to identify His Son, Jesus of Nazareth. He removed sin. 
Accept the truth that Jesus is the Christ. Even as Jesus warned 
Jerusalem that God would come in judgment upon the city, so 
He warns the world that God will come in judgment upon the 
whole world. Jerusalem could have evaded her horrible fate, and 
so can you, if you turn to Christ and obey Him now. Jerusalem 
did not know the exact time of its punishment, but they had a 

good idea. We do not know the time of the future judgment, but 
it is just as sure to come. 

The Reward For Humility
What would you do if you saw a man whose 

face was like lightning?

Oct. 28 Daniel 10:1–19
What could Daniel experience that would take the life out 

of him? He had seen warfare in his homeland. They took him 
as a slave to a foreign land. Shortly after arriving there the king 
issued an order to kill him. He confronted sinful kings. He spent 
a night in a pit with lions. He saw visions of great and terrible 
beasts. Daniel had a traumatic experience when the angel Gabriel 
paid a visit. Daniel wrote of that experience, “So he came near 
where I stood, and when he came I was afraid and fell on my 
face; but he said to me, ‘Understand, son of man, that the vision 
refers to the time of the end.’ Now, as he was speaking with me, 
I was in a deep sleep with my face to the ground; but he touched 
me, and stood me upright” (Da. 8:17, 18). Yet, he had another 
experience even more traumatic than the appearance of Gabriel! 
Let us see it. 

Oct. 29 Da. 10:1–3 Daniel 
Mourning 

1–3 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a message 
was revealed to Daniel, whose name was called Belteshazzar… 
Chapters 10–12 comprise the final vision of the Book of Daniel. 
Yet, the message that God wanted to give Daniel did not happen 
until chapters 11 and 12! What happened in chapter 10? Daniel 
had trouble experiencing the vision. Someone helped him to 
have the physical strength to receive the vision. Verses 2 and 3 
show that before the vision Daniel mourned greatly, having no 
desire to eat, not even the plainest or most delightful food, and 
not wine. He could not find joy to anoint himself, because the 
sorrow immobilized him, and he felt no pleasure. 

Oct. 30 Da. 10:4–6 
Daniel Sees the Glorious 

Beauty of God 
Truly, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be com-

forted” (Mt. 5:4). Verses 4 and 5a reveal that Daniel received quite 
a surprise. He mourned, but watch God comfort him, 

4, 5 Now on the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I 
was by the side of the great river, that is, the Tigris, I lifted my 

eyes and looked, and behold… When Daniel was least expecting 
it, God did something wonderful. Away from Jerusalem and the 
temple, by the Tigris River in the land of his captivity, Daniel 
suddenly saw a gloriously beautiful One. 

5b, 6 …a certain man clothed in linen, whose waist was 
girded with gold of Uphaz! His body was like beryl… A man in 
the finest clothing “above the waters of the river,” (as 12:6 reveals), 
appeared supernatural. Daniel saw this being as divine, yet He 
appeared to be man-like, sharing in both Godhood and man-
hood. The man in Daniel’s vision was “clothed in linen.” Daniel 
described the same man twice in chapter 12 as “the man clothed 
in linen.” Why did the linen clothing catch Daniel’s attention? 
In conjunction with the rest of the vision, he knew and identified 
linen, an earthly fabric, contributing to this man’s majesty. The 
Old Testament priests wore linen (Le. 16:4), showing this glori-
fied heavenly man also served a priestly role. Moreover, He was 
girded with gold, not ordinary gold, but the pure gold of Uphaz, 
while an unknown place to us, it produced its own special variety 
of gold, which must have been different in appearance. 

Oct. 31 Da. 10:4–6 
Daniel Sees the Glorious 

Beauty of God 
5b, 6 …a certain man clothed in linen, whose waist was 

girded with gold of Uphaz! His body was like beryl… Look at the 
beryl-like body of this Man. Beryl, a precious stone, when cut 
reflects a brilliant, greenish sometimes blue-green, yellow color. 
No ordinary Man, He shared in the qualities of a Heavenly Be-
ing. Daniel compared the face of this Man to lightning. Daniel 
saw the face of the Man, but the strength of the glory of His face 
made Daniel compare it to the brightest object on earth. On Mt. 
Sinai lightning emanated from God. In the midst of the Man’s 
radiant face, Daniel saw eyes like flaming torches. With deep 
intensity, His eyes pierce the hidden darkness, and as the context 
shows, this Man can see into the dark future and know precisely, 
and even direct, what will happen. This will be obvious from the 
last two chapters. ✞

Beware of Becoming a Pharisee
(Part 1) 
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By Don Ruhl 
Matthew wrote of John the Baptizer, 

“But when he saw many of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he 
said to them, ‘Brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come?’” (Mt. 
3:7). Jesus declared, “For I say to you, 
that unless your righteousness exceeds the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, 
you will by no means enter the kingdom 
of heaven” (Mt. 5:20).

Who were these people called “Phari-
sees”? The name Pharisee means “separatist,” 
from their diligence to keep themselves from 
any legal contamination, and in so doing 
separating themselves from the common 
people. Their history can be traced back to 
the time of Judas Maccabaeus. After Alexan-
der the Great died, his Grecian Empire was 
divided between his four generals. Later a 
Greek by the name of Antiochus Epiphanes 
committed great abominations against the 
Jews, and Judas Maccabaeus and his follow-
ers fought against Antiochus. 

The Pharisees increased in political 
power, trying to preserve what they per-
ceived as the true religion, but adding many 
things to God’s law that they believed would 
help them to keep God’s law. An incident 
recorded in Luke 18 illustrates well the 
mentality of the Pharisees, “Also [Jesus] 
spoke this parable to some who trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous, and 
despised others: ‘Two men went up to the 
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a 
tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed 
thus with himself, “God, I thank You that I 
am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, 

adulterers, or even as this tax collector. I fast 
twice a week; I give tithes of all that I pos-
sess.” And the tax collector, standing afar 
off, would not so much as raise his eyes to 
heaven, but beat his breast, saying, “God, be 
merciful to me a sinner!” I tell you, this man 
went down to his house justified rather than 
the other; for everyone who exalts himself will 
be humbled, and he who humbles himself 
will be exalted’” (Lk. 18:9–14). 

Early Stages of Pharisaism 
God’s tolerance and patience ran out 

with Israel. In 722 BC, He sent the Assyrians 
against Israel to destroy their kingdom and 
to carry the survivors to captivity. God’s 
tolerance and patience ran out with Judah. 
In 606 BC, He sent the Babylonians against 
Judah to destroy their kingdom and to carry 
the survivors to captivity. The Old Testament 
shows the many times that God demanded 
strict obedience and Israel’s continual failure 
to obey the Lord. In what ways had they 
continually disobeyed the Lord? They mixed 
and mingled with the Canaanites and with 
the other nations. 

By doing this, Israel learned the abomi-
nations of the nations, 

They did not destroy the peoples, 
Concerning whom the LORD had com-
manded them, 
But they mingled with the Gentiles 
And learned their works; 
They served their idols, 
Which became a snare to them. 
(Ps. 106:34–36) 

Beware of Becoming a Pharisee
(Part 1) 
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The Books of Judges, the Kings, the 
Chronicles, and almost all the prophets show 
the obvious problem. Therefore, many of the 
surviving Jews learned the lessons of history, that 
God punishes disobedience. The Jews wanted 
to make sure that they obeyed the Lord. For 
example, one of the major problems of Israel and 
Judah was failing to keep the Sabbath, which is 
why the Babylonian captivity lasted 70 years. 
The Jews had failed to keep the land Sabbath 
when the land was to have rested every seventh 
year and they were not to farm their land. This 
also happened with the weekly Sabbath. A group 
of zealous men began creating laws that would 
insure that they kept the various Laws of God. 
However, their helps became laws by which 
they separated themselves from the nations. It 
also helped them to separate themselves from 
their own brethren who were not keeping their 
man-made traditions. Although this group was 
keeping its man-made traditions, they thought 
that they were keeping the Laws of God. 

Why Did Jesus Condemn the 
Pharisees? 

Jesus never condemned the Pharisees for 
obedience to the Law of Moses. Yet, the Pharisees 
convinced people that they followed the Law, so 
much so that it is common for people today to 
believe the Pharisees were obedient to the Law, 
in spite of the plain testimony of Scripture, that 
the problem of the Pharisees was that they tried 
to live strictly by the Law of Moses. How could 
Jesus condemn the Pharisees for obedience to 
the law? 

Consider three declarations from Jesus about 
the Pharisees. “Then the scribes and Pharisees 
who were from Jerusalem came to Jesus, saying, 
‘Why do Your disciples transgress the tradition 
of the elders? For they do not wash their hands 
when they eat bread.’ He answered and said to 
them, ‘Why do you also transgress the command-
ment of God because of your tradition? For God 
commanded, saying, “Honor your father and 
your mother”; and, “He who curses father or 
mother, let him be put to death.” But you say, 
“Whoever says to his father or mother, ‘Whatever 
profit you might have received from me is a gift 
to God’—then he need not honor his father or 

mother.” Thus you have made the commandment 
of God of no effect by your tradition” (Mt. 15:1–6). 
“You search the Scriptures, for in them you think 
you have eternal life; and these are they which 
testify of Me. But you are not willing to come 
to Me that you may have life. I do not receive 
honor from men. But I know you, that 
you do not have the love of God 
in you. I have come in My 
Father’s name, and you 
do not receive Me; if 
another comes in 
his own name, 
him you will 
r e c e i v e . 
How can 
you be-
l ieve , 
w h o 
r e -

ceive 
honor 
f r o m 
one an-
other, and 
do not seek 
the honor that 
comes from the 
only God? Do not 
think that I shall accuse 
you to the Father; there is one 
who accuses you—Moses, in whom 
you trust. For if you believed Moses, you 
would believe Me; for he wrote about Me. But if 
you do not believe his writings, how will you believe 
My words?” (Jn. 5:39–47). “Did not Moses give 
you the law, yet none of you keeps the law? Why 

do you seek to kill Me?” (Jn. 7:19). 

Matthew 23 
Matthew 23 records the denunciation Jesus 

made against the Pharisees. He claimed, 

23:1–3 They Were Hypocrites
23:4 They Were Lazy Lawmak-

ers
23:5–12 They Sought 

the Glory of Men
2 3 : 1 3  T h e y 

Caused Others 
to Be Lost

23:14, 15 
T h e i r 
R e l i -
g i o n 
W a s 

Mean-
ingless

2 3 : 1 6 –
19 They 

Were Spiri-
tually Unbal-

anced 
23:20–22 They Did 

Not Keep Their Word
23:23, 24 They Made Moun-

tains Out of Molehills and Molehills 
Out of Mountains

23:25–28 Their Religion Was External
23:29–36 They Were Self-Righteous
23:37–39 They Rejected Grace and Persecuted 

God’s Leaders

The Pharisees Were Fault-
Finders

Notice carefully what the Gospel writers said 
of the Pharisees. “So they watched Him closely, 
whether He would heal him on the Sabbath, 
so that they might accuse Him” (Mk. 3:2). “So 
the scribes and Pharisees watched Him closely, 
whether He would heal on the Sabbath, that 
they might find an accusation against Him” (Lk. 
6:7). “And as He said these things to them, the 
scribes and the Pharisees began to assail Him 
vehemently, and to cross-examine Him about 
many things, lying in wait for Him, and seeking 
to catch Him in something He might say, that 
they might accuse Him” (Lk. 11:53). “Now it 
happened, as He went into the house of one of 
the rulers of the Pharisees to eat bread on the 
Sabbath, that they watched Him closely” (Lk. 
14:1). “So they watched Him, and sent spies 
who pretended to be righteous, that they might 
seize on His words, in order to deliver Him to 
the power and the authority of the governor” 
(Lk. 20:20). 

This is what the wicked do, even among 
God’s people. (See 1Sa. 18:9; Is. 29:20; Je. 
20:10; Da. 6:4.) 

Other Traits of the Pharisees 
They put pressure on people (Jn. 12:42). 
They were mean cowards (Mk. 2:16, 18, 

24). 
They were unforgiving (Lk. 15:1–3). 
They loved money (Lk. 16:14). 
They tried to tell Jesus what his disciples 

ought to do (Lk. 19:39). 
Some were converted, but did not complete-

ly abandon their ways (Ac. 15:5). 
They believed some truth (Ac. 23:6, 7). 

The Pharisees did not obey the Law. They 
zeroed in on their favorite and easy to follow 
commands, but ignored the rest. The Pharisaical 
mind adheres to things that do not require a 
change of life. It is easier for him to adhere to 
various points of doctrine. God wants you to 
obey Him in everything. ✞
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“You cannot 
antagonize 

and 
influence 

at the same 
time.”

—John Knox

John Knox admonishing 

Mary Queen of Scots

A portrait known as “The Somerville Knox”
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