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The Canon 

of Scripture 
Ira Maurice 
Price (Professor Emeritus 
of the Semitic Languages and Liter-
atures in the University of Chicago in 1906), 
asked, “Why were the apocryphal books not received 
into the biblical canon of the Old Testament? What constitutes 
the real difference between the two classes of literature? Who decided what 
should be Bible and what should not be Bible?” (The Ancestry of Our English Bible, 
Harper and Brothers: New York, eleventh edition August, 1937, p. 128). 

“Canon” comes from a word meaning “reed.” A reed was a measuring rod. Thus, it came to mean “standard.” 
(See Josh McDowell, Evidence That Demands a Verdict, p. 29). Many books claim to meet that standard: 

The Book of Mormon and the other Mormon books 

The Qur’an 

The Bible

The Apocrypha 

The Pseudepigrapha, and others 

How do we know which is from God? Since the readers of this publication are Bible-believers, how 
can we know that we have all the books that God intended for His holy word? 

•

•

•

•

•

By Don Ruhl 
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Two Lists of Tests 
Ira Maurice Price (p. 129) provided this list as a test of whether 

a book was included in the canon of Scripture. He said scholars in the 
early church followed this rule: 

Antiquity: Known to be ancient 

Authenticity: Regarded as authentic by 
those of early days 

Authorship: Connected with some great 
name 

Purpose: Distinct phase in religious 
thought and life 

Temper: In harmony with the already ac-
cepted biblical books 

Religious Tone: A religious impression 
that will be a determining element in its 
location 

According to Norman L. Geisler and Wil-
liam E. Nix (A General Introduction to the 

Bible, Moody Press: Chicago, 1986, p. 223-
231) here were the tests of canonicity [The 
Scripture texts are mine]: 

Was the book written by a prophet of 
God? What was the work of a prophet? There were forgeries and so, 
the original readers had to know who wrote the letter (2Th 2.1, 2). 

Was the writer confirmed by acts of God? (Acts 2.22; John 3.2; Heb 
2.4; 2Co 12.12). 

Did the message tell the truth about God? (Deu 13.1–3; 18.21, 
22). 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Does it come with the power of God? (Heb 4.12; 1Th 1.5; 1Co 2.1–
5; John 7.17). To see the power of the Scriptures as we have them, 
consider these two things: How people change their lives because 
of it. How other people hate it so vehemently. Remember a tree is 
known by its fruit. 

Was it accepted by the people of God? (1Th 2.13; Deu 31.26; Jos 
24.26, 27; Dan 9.2, 10, 11). 

Sidney Collett (All About the Bible, Fleming H. Revell Company: New 
York, no date), spoke to the true heart of the matter, when he wrote, “It 
was decided by the internal testimony and intrinsic value of the writings 
themselves—just as the true character of a tree, though questioned, and 
even vehemently denied, for a time in the dead months of winter, will, 

•

•
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nevertheless, soon be established beyond all doubt—not on the author-
ity of some expert gardener or association of gardeners, but by its own 
answerable evidence in the flower and fruit it bears” (pp. 58, 59). 

Therefore, the 
church did not de-
cide which books 
to include and ex-
clude, but it was 
by the very nature 
of Scripture itself 
that it proved itself 
to be the inspired 
word of God. 

On this same 
point F. F. Bruce 
(The New Testa-

ment Documents 

are they Reliable?, 
William B. Eerd-
mans Publishing 
Company: Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, 
Fifth Revised Edi-
tion, February, 
1977, p. 27) add-
ed, “The New Tes-
tament books did 
not become au-
thoritative for the 
Church because 
they were formal-
ly included in a 
canonical list; on 
the contrary, the 
Church included 
them in her canon 

because she already regarded them as divinely inspired, recognizing their 
innate worth and generally apostolic authority, direct or indirect...what 

these councils did was not to impose something new upon the Christian 
communities but to codify what was already the general practice of those 
communities.” 

Collett said that a tree is known by its fruit (Matt 7.15) and Scripture 
has shown itself to be true. Just answer what happens when the 66 Books 
of Bible are preached. It changes people’s lives for the better. 

Collett (p. 60) used First Corinthians 3.13 to show that men’s works 
are tested by fire, then their genuineness is demonstrated, “...each one’s 
work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be 
revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is” 
(1Co 3.13). While this passage speaks first of converts, the principle ap-
plies to all of man’s works. If a work is false or a fraud, it will perish. 

Collett added Psalm 12:6 to which I would also like to add verse 7, 

The words of the LORD are pure words, 
Like silver tried in a furnace of earth, 
Purified seven times. 
You shall keep them, O LORD, 
You shall preserve them from this generation forever. 
(Psa 12.6, 7) 

No impurities exist in the word of God. His providence has preserved 
the word forever. 

The Promise of God 
In John 16, Jesus promised the apostles that they would be 

guided into all the truth, not truth mixed with error, but the total and pure 
truth, “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide 
you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but what-
ever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come” (John 
16.13). 

Therefore, we can know when God speaks or merely man, because 
there is such a strong difference in the way the two think and speak. 
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(See John 7.17; 2Ki 22.13; 1Ki 22.15, 
16). 

Why Some 
Books 

Rejected 
Price in his book (pp. 129, 130), 

noted the following reasons why 
scholars in the early church rejected 
some books: 

Ethical teachings were contrary 
to those of the accepted books 

Contained manifest errors of 
history and geography 

Contents embodied silly, ridic-
ulous, or trifling statements or 
stories 

Largely compiled or made up of 
imitations of other writings 

Lacked the spiritual element 

Not accepted by the early Christians 
or Jews 

Appeared after the closing of the canon, and whose 
internal and external evidence locates it after the beginning of the 
Christian era 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

The Providence 
of God 

Jesus promised that, “the Scrip-
ture cannot be broken” (John 10.35) 
and that, “it is easier for heaven and 
earth to pass away than for one tittle 
of the law to fail” (Luke 16.17). Pe-
ter taught that we have been, “born 
again, not of corruptible seed but in-
corruptible, through the word of God 
which lives and abides forever...the 
word of the LORD endures forever” 
(1Pe 1.23–25). 

If God could create the heavens 
and the earth, and could speak to 
man,  He could give us a complete 
Bible, even as Jude wrote, that, “the 
faith [has been] once for all delivered 
to the saints” (Jude 3). 

How do we get our food? We see 
the workings of nature, and the labor of 
man to bring us food. We cannot literally 
see God doing it, but we know that He 
is responsible because of the teaching of 
Scripture (Matt 5.45). That is why we give 
Him thanks before our meals. 

Likewise with the canon of the Bible. 
We see men at work determining which books belong in the Bible and 
which ones do not, but through God’s providence He gave us the com-
pleted revelation. He worked behind the scenes to insure that it was done 
right. 

We know and believe that God gave us the 66 Books of our current 
Bibles. The next question is: What are you going to do with it? Shall you 
put it on the shelf? Shall you read it, meditate it, and obey it? ✞
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Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php

John, The Gospel According to the Eagle 

!editating on the 
"ook of 
#ohn
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Oct 1 John 6.44–47 

Going to Jesus Oct 2 John 6.44–47 

Going to Jesus 

Oct 3 John 6.48–51 

The Bread of Life 

John 6.41–59

Bread, the Staff of Life

Bread of Heaven

Y’all ate manna, heav’n’s bread yet you died.

Now my flesh, Bread of Life, you’ve denied.

If you eat, then you’ll see

Me in you, you in Me.

Life with Christ keeps a guy satisfied.
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Oct 4 John 6.52–58 

Eat the Flesh and Drink the 
Blood of Jesus 

Oct 5 John 6.52–58 

Eat the Flesh and Drink the 
Blood of Jesus 

Oct 6 John 6.59 

Synagogue Preaching 

John 6.60–65

Enablement Meds

Enablement Meds

Manna metaphor, over their heads.

Missed the spiritu’l point about breads.

Since they didn’t believe

Then they couldn’t receive

Christ without some enablement meds.
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The Spirit Gives Life; The 
Flesh Gives Nothing (Part 2) 

For which one do you hunger 
and thirst? 

John 6.60–71 

Oct 7 John 6.60–63

The Spirit Gives Life 

Oct 8 John 6.60–63

The Spirit Gives Life 
Oct 9 John 6.60–63

The Spirit Gives Life 
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Oct 10 John 6.64, 65 

Going to Jesus 

Oct 11 John 6.64, 65 

Going to Jesus 

Oct 12 John 6.66–71 

No One Else 

Oct 13 John 6.66–71 

No One Else 
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Why the World Hated Jesus 

What drove the world to 
crucify the epitome of love? 

Oct 14 John 7.1–24 

Oct 15 John 7.1 

Jesus Avoided Death 

Oct 16 John 7.2–5 

The Unbelieving Brothers of 
Jesus 

Oct 17 John 7.2–5 

The Unbelieving Brothers of 
Jesus 

John 7.1–9

Jerusalem? Not Yet.

God’s Timing

Jesus left lest some Judean scum

Take His life before Calvary. Some

Brothers didn’t believe.

So He said, “Do not grieve.

Go on up, for My time has not come.”
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Oct 18 John 7.6–8 

Why the World Hated Jesus 
Oct 19 John 7.9, 10 

Jesus Delayed Going to the 
Feast 

Oct 20 John 7.11–13 

Opinions About Jesus 
John 7.10–18

Doing Precedes Knowing?

Got It Backwards

Brothers gone, Jesus went to the Feast.

No degrees but way smarter than priest.

First you must volunteer,

God’s instructions to hear.

Second guessing could get a guy fleeced. 
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Oct 21 John 7.14, 15 

Jesus Taught Publicly 

Oct 22 John 7.16–18 

The Doctrine Belonged to 
the Father 

Oct 23 John 7.19, 20 

Why Did They Want to Kill 
Jesus? 

Oct 24 John 7.21–24 

Conflicting Commands 

Oct 25 John 7.21–24 

Conflicting Commands 
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Rivers of Living Water in Your 
Heart 

If you believe in Jesus, you 
shall have something in you 

that causes life 

Oct 26 John 7.25–8.1 

Oct 27 John 7.25–27 

Have the Rulers Changed? 

Oct 28 John 7.28, 29 

They Knew Jesus, But Not 
His Father 

Oct 29 John 7.30, 31 

Two Reactions John 7.28–34

Where I’ll Be, You Can’t Come

You Can’t Come

Jesus said, “You know where I am from,

But your knowledge of God is ho-hum.”

When they tried to arrest

Jesus heard and assessed.

Then said, “Whither I go, you can’t come.’”
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Oct 30 John 7.32 

The Pharisees Wanted Jesus 
Arrested 

Oct 31 John 7.33, 34 

Jesus Would Leave 

✞

“God blessed the founders [of America] 
because they cared enough to hear what He 

had to say.” 
(Dave Miller, during a seminar, The Silencing of God, for the Savage Street Church of Christ 

in Grants Pass, Oregon 
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C h r i s t i a n s  L o o k  a t  t h e  N e w s

We are witnessing the development and acceptance of a new moral 

code in America. Mosaics [Adults, 18–24] have had little exposure 

to traditional moral teaching and limited accountability for such be-

havior. The moral code began to disintegrate when the generation 

before them—the Baby Busters—pushed the limits that had been 

challenged by their parents—the Baby Boomers. The result is that 

without much fanfare or visible leadership, the U.S. has created a 

moral system based on convenience, feelings, and selfishness. 

The consistent deterioration of the Bible as the source of moral 

truth has led to a nation where people have become independent 

judges of right and wrong, basing their choices on feelings and cir-

cumstances. It is not likely that America will return to a more tradi-

tional moral code until the nation experiences significant pain from 

its moral choices (The Barna Group of Ventura, California, www.

barna.org). 

A New Moral Code in America
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The seed I planted in a tiny pot, God meant 
to occupy a spacious plot.

Often, the great need is for 
us to get out of God’s way 
so the seed can grow. To 
paraphrase the cartoon, we 
have discovered the barrier, 
and it is us.

Be it mental limitations, such as 
lack of faith, foggy vision or 
selfish concerns, or be it a 
life that doesn’t measure 
up to the divine stan-
dard, we are often 
our own worst 
enemies in the 
kingdom of 
God.

Perhaps the biggest barrier are our own 
expectations. We don’t live in the Age of 
Miracles any more. We don’t have the 
Apostles next door. Today’s society is 
more skeptical, more resistant than the 
First Century. So we tell ourselves.

So the tiny pot gets smaller, and the 
seed confined to shrinking spaces.

It’s no coincidence that the sower of 
Jesus’ parable walked up and down and 

scattered seed, instead of 
poking them one by one in 
little nooks and crannies.

Maybe we should try that 
as well.

Growing Room
Randal Matheny 
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From the rising of the sun to its going 
down

The LORD’s name is to be praised. 
(Psalm 113.3)
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$h, that my ways were directed 
%o keep Your statutes! 

%hen I would not be ashamed, 
&hen I look into all Your 

commandments. 
('salm 119.5, 6)


