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By Don Ruhl 

A Beautiful World (Genesis 1, 2) 
The opening chapters of the Bible show a per-

fect creation that we have never known. Within 
that perfect creation, God planted a garden. There 
God placed the first man and built a woman from 
one of the man’s ribs. 
A Ruined World (Genesis 3–11) 

Genesis 3 shows the man and the woman vio-
lating the one prohibition of God. Genesis 4 re-
veals one of their sons killing his brother. Genesis 
6 tells us things only got worse. “Then the LORD 
saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually” (Gen 6.5). “The 

earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth 
was filled with violence” (Gen 6.11). 

Genesis 6 and 7 describe God destroying ev-
erything with a Flood, except those on an ark (a 
barge-like vessel). Genesis 8 and 9 teaches that 
God started over with that family and their ani-
mals. Genesis 9 gives God’s explicit command to 
Noah of what God wanted done, “So God blessed 
Noah and his sons, and said to them: ‘Be fruitful 
and multiply, and fill the earth’” (Gen 9.1). 

“And as for you, be fruitful and multiply; 
Bring forth abundantly in the earth 
And multiply in it.” 
(Gen 9.7) 

Noah’s descendants did multiply, but they did 
not want to scatter over the earth. Yet, as you read 
Genesis 10, you will find that they did spread out. 
After explaining the different groups of people on 
the earth, Moses wrote, “These were the families of 
the sons of Noah, according to their generations, 
in their nations; and from these the nations were 
divided on the earth after the flood” (Gen 10.32). 

How or why did they end up scattering over 
the earth, even as we are today? Genesis 11 ex-
plains, “Now the whole earth had one language 
and one speech...And they said, ‘Come, let us 
build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top is in 
the heavens; let us make a name for ourselves, lest 
we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole 
earth.’ But the LORD came down to see the city 
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and the tower which the sons of men had built. 
And the LORD said, ‘...Come, let Us go down and 
there confuse their language, that they may not 
understand one another’s speech.’ So the LORD 
scattered them abroad from there over the face of 
all the earth, and they ceased building the city...” 
(Gen 11.1–8). 

God keeps trying to bless man, but man does 
not like God’s commandments and tries to do the 
opposite. 

Do you know what God wanted for Adam and 
Eve and for all their descendants? He wanted to 
dwell with them. He wanted them as His people. 
He wanted to be their God. I call this, “The Family 
Promise of God,” and you can find it throughout 
the Bible, both Old and New Testaments. Yet, man 
through rejection of his Creator frustrates that plan 
continually. 

Genesis 3–11 narratives the sad tale of man’s 
ruination of the earth, the commands of God, the 
family of God, and of man himself. Can God fix 
the awful mess man has made of himself and of all 
things? Can God salvage man from his sin, rebel-
lion, and destruction? Genesis 12 through Revela-
tion 22 answers that God can, that He is, and that 
He will complete His work. 
The Choice of Abraham 

With the sad story of Genesis 1–11 in mind, 
how would you salvage it? God salvaged it by look-
ing around and finding an elderly couple, he was 
75 and she was 65, and promised to bless the earth 
through them, building a nation from their family. 
The only problem was, they had no children! 

Who were they? At the end of Genesis 11, as 
Moses listed the descendants of Shem, the son of 
Noah, Moses introduced us to Abram, whose name 
was later changed to Abraham. Moses gave more 

attention to Abram than to any other of the de-
scendants of Noah (11.26–32). Then the Creator 
issued a command to Abram and made a promise 
upon which the rest of the Bible is built, 

Now the LORD had said to Abram: 
“Get out of your country, 
From your family 
And from your father’s house, 
To a land that I will show you. 
I will make you a great nation; 
I will bless you 
And make your name great; 
And you shall be a blessing. 
I will bless those who bless you, 
And I will curse him who curses you; 
And in you all the families of the earth shall be 

blessed.” 
(Gen 12.1–3) 

Literally, the rest of the Bible exists to show 
how God fulfilled that promise. The generations 
of Genesis 10 and 11 wanted to make a name for 
themselves and maintain their unity. 

However, God had another way of doing that. 
He first wanted them to spread over the earth. So, 
He forced them to do it by creating different lan-
guages among them. Then He went about work-
ing on His plan. He chose an unlikely man with 
the odds of his great age and his wife’s bareness to 
create a family through which God would make 
Abram’s name great, and in Abram all the families 
of the earth could be blessed. 

Man always thinks he knows what he is doing, 
that he has a better way of doing God’s things, but 
man always ruins it. 

What we just read in Genesis 12.1–3 provides 

a pivot between man’s destructive ways, and God 
redemptive ways. Yet, along the way many appar-
ent obstacles appear. 

First, God did not give the elderly couple a son 
until 25 years later. Then God asked Abraham to 
sacrifice their son, but God stopped it. That son, 
Isaac, and his wife also had problems having a son 
initially. Their son, Jacob, had countless problems. 
Why did God choose Abraham with so many 
seemingly insurmountable odds? God wants to 
know whether we trust Him! Even when we can 
see no way for God’s will to be fulfilled, He wants 
us to trust Him. He wants us to know and to be-
lieve that He knows what He is doing and that His 
way is always right and successful. 
Many More Unlikely Choices Against 
Insurmountable Odds 

The story of the Bible continues to show the 
unlikely choices that God made against seemingly 
insurmountable odds to bring about the fulfill-
ment of His plan and to salvage the human race. 

God always wins! Do you believe that? 
He delights to have the odds stacked against 

His people and His plan that He might show the 
mightiness of His power, that whatever the odds 
are, that no matter how winless the situation ap-
pears to be, He will select the most unlikely person 
to fulfill His scheme. 

He chose the excuse-making shepherd to lead 
Israel out of Egyptian bondage. 

He chose the fearless two spies to take Israel 
into their land when others feared. 

He chose the hesitating farmer to lead 300 
men against 135,000 Midianites. 

He chose the woman-chasing judge to kill 
thousands of Philistines. 
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He chose the giant-killing shepherd to bring glory to Isra-
el’s kingdom. 

He chose the identity-hiding girl in Persia to save the Jews 
from extinction. 

He chose a carpenter to bring together all the components 
of God’s plan to salvage man and bring all people into the The 
Family of God. From the promise to Abraham and its fulfill-
ment in Jesus Christ, God continued to make unlikely choices 
against insurmountable odds. How could a carpenter who be-
came a teacher and a preacher be the most important person 
ever to walk the earth? 

Acts 3 answers the question, bringing the story of the 
Old Testament together in the story of Jesus, “Yes, and all 
the prophets, from Samuel and those who follow, as many as 
have spoken, have also foretold these days. You are sons of 
the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our 
fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your seed all the families 
of the earth shall be blessed.’ To you first, God, having raised 
up His Servant Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in turning away 
every one of you from your iniquities” (Acts 3.24–26). 

You see, to be in the family of God, we need to be holy, 
because He is holy. To be holy we have to have our sins for-
given. By believing that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and by 
obeying Him, He will turn us away from our sins. That is how 
Genesis 12.1–3 finds fulfillment. 
He Continues to Make Unlikely Choices 
Against Insurmountable Odds 

How does God show that He will forgive even you of your 
sins? He forgave those who executed His innocent Son. He 

also forgave a man who tortured and imprisoned Christians, 
even killing them when he thought it necessary. That man then 
became the most vocal proponent of Jesus Christ the world 
has perhaps ever known and that man did more to change the 
Roman Empire than any other single person. What he wrote 
to a young preacher friend of his, in First Timothy 1, shows 
that Paul understood why the Lord selected him, even while 
he was on the way to persecute more Christians, “And I thank 
Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He count-
ed me faithful, putting me into the ministry, although I was 
formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man; but 
I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. And 
the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith 
and love which are in Christ Jesus. This is a faithful saying and 
worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners, of whom I am chief. However, for this reason 
I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all 
longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on 
Him for everlasting life” (1Ti 1.12–16). 

In other words, if Paul and the executioners of Jesus could 
be forgiven, so can you! 

In the same way that the Lord chose Abraham, Moses, 
Joshua and Caleb, Gideon, Samson, David, and Esther, He 
wants to choose you. I do not know what He wants to do 
through you, but if you are ready for things you never dreamed 
of, He will take you and astound you. 

If you will submit to baptism today, He will begin to work 
on you and through you. 

Christian, have you been resisting Him as many did in the 
Old Testament? Change your ways today. ✞
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Push Back 
By J. Randal Matheny

  “Resist the devil,
     and he will flee from you.”
                    --James 4.7

The world would push to crush the word of God,
 To steal the divine presence within your soul;
Push back to allow his guiding staff and rod,
 For him to fill your empty cup and bowl.

The world would crowd you with its heavy cares,
 Surround you with the din of raucous noise;
Push back to open space for God’s affairs,
 For words of strength and comfort, quiet joys.

The world would heap upon you every scorn,
 Burn every word and work -- if it could;
Push back to feel the forehead’s piercing thorn:
 Where you now stand, the unwavering Savior stood.

The world would rob you of every chance to save
 A soul from certain death, a heart from hell;
Push back that men might have what Jesus gave,
 Learn how to share the News, and announce it well.

Copyright (c) 2004-2008, J. Randal Matheny
From UPLift, www.YourDaytoShine.com

“Dreams in Pi,” by Miguel Ugalde, Mexico, stock.xchng
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The average American’s lack of awareness of the 
past has left our nation in an extremely vulnerable po-
sition. The multi-culturalism, pluralism, “diversity,” 
and political correctness that now blanket American 
culture mean that many are oblivious to and uncon-
cerned about the threat that Islam poses to the Amer-
ican (and Christian) way of life. The Founders of the 
American Republic were not so dispossessed. They 
were well-studied in the ebb and flow of human his-
tory, and the international circumstances that could 
potentially impact America adversely. They, in fact, 
spoke openly and pointedly about the anti-American, 
anti-Christian nature of the religion of Islam. 

Consider, for ex-
ample, the writings of 
an early President of the United States, John Quincy 
Adams. Not only did Adams live during the founding 
era (born in 1767), not only was his father a primary, 
quintessential Founder, but John Quincy was literally 
nurtured by his father in the vicissitudes and intri-
cacies of the founding of the Republic. John Adams 
involved his son at an early age in his own activities 
and travels on behalf of the fledgling nation. John 

Quincy accompanied his father to France in 1778, 
became Secretary to the American Minister to Russia, 
was the Secretary to his father during peace negotia-
tions that ended the American Revolution in 1783, 
served as U.S. foreign ambassador, both to the Neth-
erlands and later to Portugal, under George Washing-
ton, to Prussia under his father’s presidency, and then 
to Russia and later to England under President James 
Madison. He served as a U.S. Senator, Secretary of 
State under President James Monroe, and then as the 
nation’s sixth President (1825-1829), and finally as a 
member of the U.S. House of Representatives, where 

John Quincy 
Adams 

on

Islam 
By Dave Miller, Ph.D. 
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he was a staunch and fervent opponent of slavery. 
After his presidency, but before his election to 

Congress in 1830, John Quincy penned several essays 
dealing with one of the many Russo-Turkish Wars. 
In these essays, we see a cogent, informed portrait 
of the threat that Islam has posed throughout world 
history: 

In the seventh century of the Christian 
era, a wandering Arab of the lineage of Hagar, 
the Egyptian, combining the powers of tran-
scendent genius, with the preternatural ener-
gy of a fanatic, and the fraudulent spirit of an 
impostor, proclaimed himself as a messenger 
from Heaven, and spread desolation and de-
lusion over an extensive portion of the earth. 
Adopting from the sublime conception of the 
Mosaic law, the doctrine of one omnipotent 
God; he connected indissolubly with it, the 
audacious falsehood, that he was himself his 
prophet and apostle. Adopting from the new 
Revelation of Jesus, the faith and hope of 
immortal life, and of future retribution, he 
humbled it to the dust, by adapting all the 
rewards and sanctions of his religion to the 
gratification of the sexual passion. He poi-
soned the sources of human felicity at the 
fountain, by degrading the condition of the 
female sex, and the allowance of polygamy; 
and he declared undistinguishing and exter-
minating war, as a part of his religion, against 
all the rest of mankind. THE ESSENCE OF 
HIS DOCTRINE WAS VIOLENCE AND 
LUST: TO EXALT THE BRUTAL OVER 
THE SPIRITUAL PART OF HUMAN NA-
TURE. 

Between these two religions, thus con-
trasted in their characters, a war of twelve hun-
dred years has already raged. That war is yet 

flagrant; nor can it cease but by the extinction 
of that imposture, which has been permitted 
by Providence to prolong the degeneracy of 
man. While the merciless and dissolute dog-
mas of the false prophet shall furnish motives 
to human action, there can never be peace 
upon earth, and good 
will towards men. 
The hand of Ishmael 
will be against every 
man, and every man’s 
hand against him. It 
is, indeed, amongst 
the mysterious deal-
ings of God, that this 
delusion should have 
been suffered for so 
many ages, and dur-
ing so many genera-
tions of human kind, 
to prevail over the 
doctrines of the meek 
and peaceful and be-
nevolent Jesus (Blunt, 
1830, 29:269, capi-
tals in orig.). 

Observe that Adams 
not only documents the 
violent nature of Islam, in 
contrast with the peaceful 
and benevolent thrust of 
Christianity, he further 
exposes the mistreatment 
of women inherent in Islamic doctrine, including the 
degrading practice of polygamy. 

A few pages later, Adams again spotlights the co-
ercive, violent nature of Islam, as well as the Muslim’s 
right to lie and deceive to advance Islam: 

The precept of the koran is, perpetual 
war against all who deny, that Mahomet is 
the prophet of God. The vanquished may 
purchase their lives, by the payment of trib-
ute; the victorious may be appeased by a false 

and delusive prom-
ise of peace; and the 
faithful follower of 
the prophet, may 
submit to the impe-
rious necessities of 
defeat: but the com-
mand to propagate 
the Moslem creed by 
the sword is always 
obligatory, when it 
can be made effec-
tive. The commands 
of the prophet may 
be performed alike, 
by fraud, or by force 
(Blunt, 29:274). 

No Christian would 
deny that many Chris-
tians in history have 
violated the precepts of 
Christ by mistreating oth-
ers and even committing 
atrocities in the name of 
Christ. However, Adams 
rightly observes that one 
must go against Christian 

doctrine to do so. Not so with Islam—since violence 
is sanctioned: 

The fundamental doctrine of the Chris-
tian religion, is the extirpation of hatred from 
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the human heart. It forbids the exercise of it, 
even towards enemies. There is no denomi-
nation of Christians, which denies or mis-
understands this doctrine. All understand it 
alike—all acknowledge its obligations; and 
however imperfectly, in the purposes of Di-
vine Providence, its efficacy has been shown 
in the practice of Christians, it has not been 
wholly inoperative upon them. Its effect has 
been upon the manners of nations. It has 
mitigated the horrors of war—it has softened 
the features of slavery—it has humanized the 
intercourse of social life. The unqualified ac-
knowledgement of a duty does not, indeed, 
suffice to insure its performance. Hatred is yet 
a passion, but too powerful upon the hearts of 
Christians. Yet they cannot indulge it, except 
by the sacrifice of their principles, and the 
conscious violation of their duties. No state 
paper from a Christian hand, could, without 
trampling the precepts of its Lord and Master, 
have commenced by an open proclamation of 
hatred to any portion of the human race. The 
Ottoman lays it down as the foundation of his 
discourse (Blunt, 29:300, emp. added). 

The Founders were forthright in their assessment 
of the nature and teachings of Islam and the Quran. 
Americans and their political leaders would do well 
to take a sober look at history. To fail to do so will be 
catastrophic.

REFERENCES 
Blunt, Joseph (1830), The American Annual Register for the 
Years 1827-8-9 (New York: E. & G.W. Blunt), 29:267–402, 

[On-line], URL: 
http://www.archive.org/stream/p1americanannual29blunuoft. 

Reprinted with permission from: 
http://www.apologeticspress.org/articles/240151

Prepare yourself to see the symbol of Islam showing up more in America
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By John Bingham 
Mr Motion said that generations 

of teachers with less and less knowl-
edge of the Bible had left even the 
brightest students with a “sketchy” 
understanding of once familiar sto-
ries. 

The poet, who describes himself 
as an atheist, called for an overhaul 
of the school curriculum to reverse 
the “depressing” trend which threat-
ened to leave future generations un-
able to fully understand the works 
of Milton and Shakespeare or even 
more recent writers such as TS El-
iot. 

The solution, he said, could be 
to include study of the Bible and 
other religious stories into a new 
wider general studies curriculum as 

Calls for 
Bible 

Teaching
Photo: http://www.flickr.com/photos/litfest/2986832000/in/set-72157607073322813/

Poet Laureate Andrew 
Motion calls for all children 

to be taught the Bible* 

Andrew Motion, the Poet Laureate, has warned that 
every child should be taught the Bible at school or they 
will fail to properly understand culture and literature. 
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well as working it into everyday lessons.
Mr Motion, who holds a chair in creative writing at Royal Holloway, Uni-

versity of London, said that he had struggled to teach Milton’s Paradise Lost to 
undergraduates because they had no concept of the fall of man. 

“These were all bright students, very hard-working, all with good A-levels, 
but their knowledge of the great ancient stories was very sketchy,” he said in an 
interview. 

“So when the time came to talk about Milton, I found very few knew there 
had been a civil war. As for the Bible, forget it, they just about knew who Adam 
and Eve were.” 

He insisted that while secularist ideas had put many people off studying the 
Bible, parents who do not believe in God should have nothing to fear from their 
children learning about the Bible. 

“If people say this is about ramming religion down people’s throats, they 
aren’t thinking about it hard enough,” he said. 

“It is more about the power of these words to connect with deep, recurring 
human truths, and also the story of the influence of that language and those 
stories.” 

And he warned that growing ignorance of the great stories of the Bible as well 
as classical mythology was becoming an increasingly serious handicap for those 
studying literature. 

“Many of my students stumble into vaguely mythological stories in their 
writing,” he said. 

“When I ask them anything about the Bible, they frankly, by and large, don’t 
know. 

“I don’t particularly blame them for it but I do think there is a real problem 
with the education system that has allowed these great stories to disappear, to 
fade out of the diet everyone gets at school. 

“It’s an essential piece of cultural luggage.” 
He also called for university students to be given courses in the stories of 

the classical world and texts such as the Koran in order to have a more rounded 
cultural understanding. 

“There is nothing elitist about this, I just find it really depressing that large 
parts of our heritage are going to become the preserve of only the academies and 
only parts of the academies,” he said. 

“It seems a great denial of the opportunities open to us as human beings.”

*Reprinted with permission of The Telegraph (Published: 11:08AM GMT 17 Feb 2009 ). 
Found at: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/4678369/Poet-Laureate-

Andrew-Motion-calls-for-all-children-to-be-taught-the-Bible.html “Teaching God’s Word,” by Hidesy, Clayfield, QLD (Australia), iStockphoto.com
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Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from 

this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php

�editating on 
�he �ook of 

�evelation 

“Paper Texture” (1124483) by Andrew C., Bucharest, ro, Romania, stock.xchng
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Oct 1 Revelation 6.12–17 
The Lamb Opened the Sixth Seal 

12–17 I looked when He opened the sixth seal, 
and behold, there was a great earthquake; and… 
There were great earthly and heavenly catastrophes: 

A great earthquake 
The sun became black 
The moon became like blood 
The stars fell to the earth 
The sky was rolled up like a scroll 
The mountains and the islands were moved out 

of their places 

Great systems and great powers changed dramat-
ically, beginning the answer to the cry of the souls 
under the altar. God will avenge their deaths. The 
time of avenging will be horrible. Therefore, God 
waits for them to repent, “The Lord is not slack con-
cerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is 
longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should 
perish but that all should come to repentance” (2Pe 
3.9). 

Oct 2 Revelation 6.12–17 
The Lamb Opened the Sixth Seal 

12–17 I looked when He opened the sixth seal, 
and behold, there was a great earthquake; and… 
When His wrath comes, all people hide themselves, 
even wishing for the mountains and the rocks to 
fall on them, anything to be hidden from the face 
of the Father and from the wrath of the Lamb. A 
Lamb will frighten the world! When you have a 
Lamb with seven horns and seven eyes after you, 
you run and hide! This was the day of the wrath of 
the Lamb, and no one was able to stand before the 
Lamb. This is one of two competing banners in the 
Book of Revelation. The other one is in chapter 13. 
Here the question is: “Who is able to stand before 
the Lamb?” In chapter 13, the question is: “Who 
is able to stand before the…?” well, we will have to 
wait until we get to that chapter. The Book of Rev-
elation shows the answer to these questions. One 
verse in chapter 11, a verse which is truly the theme 
of the Book of Revelation, shows who the final vic-
tor will be. Is it the Lamb or is it the unknown of 
chapter 13? 

Oct 3 Revelation 6 
The Opening of Six Seals 

Do not let the seals, horses, and their riders 
frighten you, by remembering that Christ is the 
One who opened the seals. He controls all! Chris-
tians suffer with the world, but Jesus knows us and 
takes care of us. The seals show the defeat of the 
opponents of the Lamb and His followers. Are you 
one of His followers? You cannot stand before the 
Lamb without being one of His followers. It will 
be impossible to flee from the wrath of the Lamb 
when He pours it out. Do not see Jesus strictly as 
a Lamb, believing that it is impossible for Him to 
show wrath, but remember He is also the Lion from 
Judah (Rev 5.5). His wrath will be so furious that, 
as the sixth seal shows, people would much rather 
have the mountains and rocks fall on them! What 
do you want? Do you want the Lamb coming af-
ter you with His horns? Do you want Him coming 
to take you home with Him to join Him on His 
Father’s throne?  

Revelation 6.12–17
Sixth Seal, Anarchy

Lamb Chops
Para-dox of the wrath of the Lamb,
milder mannered than babe in a pram.

When He opened sixth seal
the results were unreal.

So now who shall be able to stand?
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Oct 4 Revelation 7 

The Seal of the Living 
God 

Do you worry about the Mark of the Beast 
or rejoice over the Seal of God?

The first six seals on the scroll have been opened. 
What happened to the seventh seal? There is a delay 
before the 7th seal is opened as other things happen. 
Chapter 6 ended with this question, “The great day 
of [the Lamb’s] wrath has come, and who is able to 
stand [before Him]?” (Rev 6.17). Chapter seven an-
swers that question. Not that the people in chapter 
7 can withstand the Lamb, but they are protected 
from His wrath. 

Oct 5 Revelation 7.1 
Angels Hold Winds 

1 After these things I saw four angels standing at 
the four corners of the earth… John saw four angels 
holding the four winds of the earth, preventing the 
four winds from blowing on the earth, the sea, and 
on any tree. Four angels representing the compass 
points, hold back the destructive forces that come 
from every direction, sparing the earth (the world), 
sparing the sea (the restless tumult of the peoples), 
and sparing the trees (the mighty authorities of the 
earth). The world, her peoples, and her persecuting 
authorities God shall judge, but He waits until the 
time of the end. 

Oct 6 Revelation 7.2, 3 
The Seal of God 

2, 3 Then I saw another angel ascending from 
the east, having the seal of the living God… John 
saw toward the East, an angel ascending with the 
seal of the living God. The angel cried loudly to 
the four angels not to do harm until the servants 
of God received the seal of God on their foreheads. 
Second Timothy 2 reveals the seal of God. How I 
wish that people would search for this seal rather 
than the mark of the beast. If you have God’s seal, 
do not worry about the beast’s mark, “Nevertheless 
the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: 
‘The Lord knows those who are His,’ and, ‘Let ev-
eryone who names the name of Christ depart from 
iniquity’” (2Ti 2.19). Ezekiel 9 reveals more about 
the seal of God, showing the purpose of such a seal. 
Does God have His mark upon you? “…the LORD 
said… ‘Go through the midst of the city, through the 
midst of Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads 
of the men who sigh and cry over all the abomina-
tions that are done within it.’ To the others He said 
in my hearing, ‘Go after him through the city and 
kill; do not let your eye spare, nor have any pity. 
Utterly slay old and young men, maidens and little 
children and women; but do not come near anyone 
on whom is the mark; and begin at My sanctuary.’ 
So they began with the elders who were before the 
temple. Then He said to them, ‘Defile the temple, 
and fill the courts with the slain. Go out!’ And they 
went out and killed in the city” (Eze 9.4–7). 
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Oct 7 Revelation 7.2, 3 
The Seal of God 

2, 3 Then I saw another angel ascending from 
the east, having the seal of the living God… Revela-
tion 14 and 22 reveal more about the seal or mark 
of God, but we shall wait to see later what those 
chapters say. In Exodus 28, the placing of the seal 
on the forehead is reminiscent of what was worn 
on Aaron’s forehead, “You shall also make a plate of 
pure gold and engrave on it, like the engraving of 
a signet: HOLINESS TO THE LORD. And you 
shall put it on a blue cord, that it may be on the 
turban; it shall be on the front of the turban. So it 
shall be on Aaron’s forehead, that Aaron may bear 
the iniquity of the holy things which the children of 
Israel hallow in all their holy gifts; and it shall always 
be on his forehead, that they may be accepted before 
the LORD” (Exo 28.36–38). 

Oct 8 Revelation 7.2, 3 
The Seal of God 

2, 3 Then I saw another angel ascending from the 
east, having the seal of the living God… If one does 
not receive this mark from God on the forehead, 
that person will receive a mark on the forehead or 
the right hand from another source, which is evil, 
revealed in chapter 13. The four angels restrain the 
four winds until the complete sealing of all the ser-
vants of God, which takes us back to the fifth seal 
(6.9–11). God implied that He would avenge the 
blood of His servants when the full number of His 
servants would be killed. Revelation 9 addresses 
another destructive force that was forbidden from 
harming those with the seal of God on their fore-
heads. The last seal that we read about in Revela-
tion 6, prophesied of the judgment of the Lamb on 
the enemy of the church, which was Rome. The de-
struction seemed all-encompassing, and Christians 
might wonder what would happen to them. John 
saw another vision before the opening of the seventh 
seal, because God assures His saints that they will 
be sealed; He knew who they were and they would 
be spared the judgment that coming on Rome, or 
upon any persecuting power. 

Oct 9 Revelation 7.4–8 
The Number Sealed from Israel 

4–8 And I heard the number of those who were 
sealed. One hundred and forty-four thousand of all 
the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed… We 
have heard that a certain number had to be sealed. 
The number from Israel is 144,000. This is a perfect 
number, derived by multiplying 12 x 12 x 1,000, 
all numbers of perfection. Remember the fifth seal 
(6.9–11), which indicated that God has a perfect 
number that He is waiting for. The number comes 
from the tribes of Israel. 12,000 come from each 
tribe. However, one tribe was not listed! Dan was 
not on the list. Dan was also excluded from the ge-
nealogies in First Chronicles 4–9. Something similar 
happened in Deuteronomy 33 where Simeon was 
left out. Why? Some think that the tribe of Dan had 
become small and to maintain the figure of using 12 
as a perfect number one of the half tribes was sub-
stituted. This could also be a way of the Lord show-
ing us that fleshly Israel is not meant, but spiritual 
Israel, which is the true Israel. Yet, there were true 
spiritual Jews from the fleshly Jews. Since Manasseh 
was mentioned in place of Dan, it would seem that 
Ephraim should have been mentioned. However, 
Joseph is in the list, which would include Ephraim, 
or really be nothing but Ephraim. The number is 
merely showing that the redeemed from Old Tes-
tament times has already been completed. Verses 
9–17 show that the number from the Gentiles is 
still being received. 
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Oct 10 Revelation 7.9 
The Number Sealed from the Gentiles 

9 After these things I looked, and behold, a 
great multitude which no one could number… Af-
ter the numbering of spiritual Israel, John saw an 
innumerable host in heaven with a number greater 
than 144,000. This number comes from all other 
nations, hence an incalculable number for humans. 
Moreover, 144,000 does not total the number of 
the redeemed. They stood before the throne and 
the Lamb in heaven. This multitude compares to 
the souls under the altar with white robes. These are 
people who have had their sins washed away in the 
blood of Christ at baptism. “And now why are you 
waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your 
sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22.16). 
“Or do you not know that as many of us as were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His 
death? Therefore we were buried with Him through 
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we 
also should walk in newness of life” (Rom 6.3, 4). 
Palm branches were in their hands, as a sign of praise 
to God, even as when Jesus entered Jerusalem. 

Oct 11 Revelation 7.10 
The Gentiles Honor God 

10 and crying out with a loud voice, saying… 
The innumerable host cried loudly that salvation 
belongs to God and to the Lamb. Salvation ema-
nates from them. The Book of Revelation refers to a 
throne 42 times. 

Oct 12 Revelation 7.11, 12 
Heaven Worships God 

11, 12 All the angels stood around the throne 
and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell 
on their faces… When the redeemed of the earth 
ascribe salvation to God, all the angels of heaven fall 
on their faces before the throne and worship God by 
two things: agreeing with the saved, saying, “Amen!” 
ascribing seven qualities to God. 

Revelation 7.9–17
A Blood-Washed Multitude

A Blood-Washed Multitude
Gentile multitude, after bad years,
God will wipe away all of their tears.

In Lamb’s blood are washed white.
Now serve God day and night

as he leads them and all of their peers.
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Oct 13 Revelation 7.13, 14 
Those in White Robes 

13, 14 Then one of the elders answered, saying 
to me… Interestingly, one of the elders asked John 
who the people were in white robes and where they 
came from. John surely wanted to ask that question! 
Why did this elder ask John? Perhaps he knew of 
the question in John’s mind. Perhaps there was not a 
question in John’s mind, but the elder wanted there 
to be, and asked so that now John wondered. The 
question was asked that God may give the answer. 
We need to know the answer. The ones in white 
robes are: the ones who come out of the great tribu-
lation, (Again remember the fifth seal when God 
anticipated an additional number killed. This vision 
shows the completed number. Also this is in the 
present tense, so that the number continues to come 
out of the tribulation), and they have made their 
robes white by washing them in the blood of the 
Lamb. These people are Christians, having had their 
sins washed away in the blood of Christ through 
baptism. 

Oct 14 Revelation 7.15–17 
The Blessings of Heaven 

15–17 “Therefore they are before the throne of 
God, and serve Him day and night in His temple…” 
They went from tribulation and the washing away 
of their sins to the throne of God, serving Him con-
tinually. They suffered, but had their sins washed 
away, and they experience this wonderful bless-
ing. The One who sits on the throne dwells among 
them. Remember The Family Promise of God: God 
wants to be our God, He wants us to be His people, 
and He wants to dwell with us. That is Revelation 
7.15–17! We shall not just know it from Scripture, 
but we shall see it and we shall feel it. Literally, the 
Greek text has it, God shall put His tabernacle or 
tent over them. God removed all the bad things of 
earth. They neither hunger nor thirst anymore. The 
sun nor any heat does not strike upon them any-
more. God wipes every tear from their eyes. These 
things disappeared because they are before God and 
He is in the midst of them. The Lamb, in the midst 
of the throne shepherds them, leading them to liv-
ing fountains of water, the true fountain of youth, 
for then we shall live forever. 

Oct 15 Revelation 7 
The Seal of the Living God 

Do you belong to God? God knows whether 
you do. You can also know. 

These things I have written to you who believe 
in the name of the Son of God, 

  that you may know 
  that you have eternal life, and 
 that you may continue to believe in the  

name of the Son of God. 
(1Jo 5.13). 

Do not fear the increase of evil. Yes, be saddened 
and mourn over the abundance of sin. Also know 
that God has a placed reserved for us where we will 
never have to worry about evil again. 
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Oct 16 Revelation 8.1–6 

The Opening of the 
Seventh Seal 

The Lamb opened the seventh seal to reveal 
silence 

Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, took a scroll 
from God and opened six of the seals on the scroll. 
The sixth seal showed great judgment, but as with all 
things that our God does, He has a schedule and a 
reason for pouring out the judgment when He does. 
He will not do it sooner or later than His purpose to 
have the number of the saved complete. Therefore, 
John saw next angels ready for judgment, holding 
back the four winds of the earth, the destructive 
forces of the earth, until the servants of God are 
sealed on their foreheads, that they might be spared 
the destruction. The number of the sealed is huge. 
There are 144,000 from Israel. The number from 
the rest of the world no one can number! When 
will that number be complete? We do not know, 
but we trust God, believing that He knows when 
the number is full and when the time is right. Hav-
ing shown John the number of the sealed and their 
eternal bliss in heaven, the Lamb finally opened the 
seventh seal. 

Oct 17 Revelation 8.1 
The Opening of the Seventh Seal 

1 When He opened the seventh seal, there was 
silence… The opening of the seventh seal is differ-
ent from the opening of the other seals. When the 
Lamb opened the first six seals immediately some-
thing happened. This time, nothing happened for 
about half an hour. The seventh seal will bring activ-
ity, but first there is this interesting half-hour silence. 
Things had been happening loudly. This may have 
seemed strange to John, almost deafening. Listen to 
the power of silence. Public speaking has taught me 
the power of the pause. Comedians know the power 
of silence. Make a point, then be silent. The silence 
will do more to make a point than further explana-
tion will do. 

Oct 18 Revelation 8.1 
The Opening of the Seventh Seal 

1 When He opened the seventh seal, there was 
silence… There was a need for silence after all the 
activity of the six seals, and before the new activity 
of the seventh seal. Consider the loud sounds thus 
far in the Book of Revelation. 

Rev 1.10 …I heard behind me a loud voice, as 
of a trumpet… 

Rev 1.15 …His voice as the sound of many wa-
ters; 

Rev 4.1 …the first voice which I heard was like 
a trumpet speaking with me… 

Rev 4.5 And from the throne proceeded…thun-
derings, and voices… 

Rev 5.2 Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming 
with a loud voice… 

Rev 5.11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice 
of many angels around the throne, the living crea-
tures, and the elders; and the number of them was 
ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of 
thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice… 

Rev 5.13 [Loudness implied] And every crea-
ture which is in heaven and on the earth and under 
the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are 
in them, I heard saying… 

Rev 6.1 …I heard one of the four living crea-
tures saying with a voice like thunder… 

Rev 6.10 And they cried with a loud voice… 
Rev 7.2 Then I saw another angel ascending 

from the east, having the seal of the living God. And 
he cried with a loud voice… 

Rev 7.10 …crying out with a loud voice… 
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Then…silence. Not for about half a minute, but 
for about half an hour. What would happen next? 
The next event must be greater than all the previous 
ones. What was this all about? With all the mighty 
things that were going on in this revelation, and 
with all the great beings in heaven, the angels, the 
four living creatures, the twenty-four elders, and all 
of creation praising God, and being occupied with 
things in heaven, does God know what is going on 
down here? Does He know our toil and troubles? 
Does He know how the world attacks Christian-
ity? Is He hearing our prayers that we offer about 
our troubles and that we offer for our enemies? We 
will find the answers next. Activity starts to pick up 
again in heaven, starting with seven angels. 

Oct 19 Revelation 8.2 
The Seven Angels of God 

2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before 
God… These special angels ready to make the an-
nouncements and the proclamations that come 
from the throne. Each one received a trumpet. 
Something wonderful was about to happen. Before 
they sounded, something else very wonderful must 
happen. Do you know what it was? Do not forget 
what we saw when the Lamb opened the fifth seal. 

Oct 20 Revelation 8.3, 4 
Prayers Mixed With Incense 

3, 4 Then another angel, having a golden censer, 
came and stood at the altar… Remember the fifth 
seal (Rev 6.9–11). The fifth seal revealed saints pray-
ing to God, wondering how long before He took 
vengeance on their persecutors. The seventh seal 
shows their prayers and our prayers for similar things 
offered to God. Another angel had a golden censer 
and went before the golden altar in heaven, different 
from the altar in 6.9–11, which was like the altar of 
burnt offerings, but this one is like the altar of in-
cense. He was given much incense to mix it with the 
prayers of the saints. The incensed prayers ascended 
before God, stopping all activity in heaven. 
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Oct 21 Revelation 8.3, 4 
Prayers Mixed With Incense 

3, 4 Then another angel, having a golden cen-
ser, came and stood at the altar… The prayers of 
the saints silenced heaven. God leaves us speechless, 
but we can get the attention of heaven that it falls 
silent. What goes on in our lives matters to God! 
Our prayers make a sweet-smelling incense to Him. 
This picture comes from Old Testament imagery, 
both of what happened in the temple, and what was 
written in the Psalms. “Then he shall take a censer 
full of burning coals of fire from the altar before the 
LORD, with his hands full of sweet incense beaten 
fine, and bring it inside the veil. And he shall put 
the incense on the fire before the LORD, that the 
cloud of incense may cover the mercy seat that is on 
the Testimony, lest he die” (Lev 16.12, 13). “And 
the whole multitude of the people was praying out-
side at the hour of incense” (Luke 1.10). “LORD, 
I cry out to You; Make haste to me! Give ear to my 
voice when I cry out to You. Let my prayer be set 
before You as incense, The lifting up of my hands as 
the evening sacrifice” (Psa 141.1, 2). Psalm 141 is 
the 5th seal! Psalm 141 is the 7th seal! Psalm 141 is 
the Book of Revelation! Also, remember Revelation 
5.8, “Now when He had taken the scroll, the four 
living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down 
before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden 
bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the 
saints” (Rev 5.8). 

Oct 22 Revelation 8.3, 4 
Prayers Mixed With Incense 

3, 4 Then another angel, having a golden cen-
ser, came and stood at the altar… Although heaven 
is the ultimate place and every creature in heaven 
worships God freely, joyfully, and earnestly, and al-
though the Lamb, Jesus Christ, and the angels, and 
the living creatures, are all greater than us, when we 
open our lips and hearts to speak to our heavenly 
Father, especially over matters of persecution, our 
prayers ascend before Him to His throne, and He 
delights to hear us, even as a man delights to smell 
incense. He stops heaven for a moment to show that 
He cares. Have you prayed to God about your en-
emies? 

Oct 23 Revelation 8.5 
The Prayers of the Saints Answered 

5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire 
from the altar, and… The prayers of the saints under 
the altar, and the prayers of all the saints left on the 
earth, God answered. This is the power of prayer. 
While great and mighty things are done in heaven, 
and while the church faces severe persecution on the 
earth, the Book of Revelation shows that God knows 
of our enemies and takes severe action against our 
enemies. This angel took incense from the altar and 
threw it to the earth. The earth is arrayed against 
the church, but heaven is arrayed against the world, 
producing spectacular reactions. What happened 
when the angel did this was a prelude to what would 
happen when the angels sounded their trumpets. 
The earth is immovable by man’s forces. However, 
God can shake it. The kingdoms of men are power-
ful, but when the saints pray to God to be avenged 
of their enemies, the God of heaven shakes up these 
seemingly immovable forces. Isaiah 29 shows that 
God has used this imagery before when prophesy-
ing of the destruction of His enemies, “You will be 
punished by the LORD of hosts With thunder and 
earthquake and great noise, With storm and tem-
pest And the flame of devouring fire” (Isa 29.6). Joel 
3 has a similar symbol to represent the destruction 
of His people’s enemies, “The LORD also will roar 
from Zion, And utter His voice from Jerusalem; The 
heavens and earth will shake; But the LORD will 
be a shelter for His people, And the strength of the 
children of Israel” (Joel 3.16). 
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Oct 24 Revelation 8.6 
The Angels Prepared to Sound 

6 So the seven angels who had the seven trumpets 
prepared themselves to… They waited for the sig-
nal. They brought the trumpets to their lips. Their 
breathe was ready. When the order would be given 
the judgments on the church’s enemies would begin. 
Similarly, in Matthew 3, John the Baptizer, with a 
graphic picture, showed that God was ready to use 
His ax of judgment, “And even now the ax is laid 
to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire” (Matt 3.10). God is still ready. What 
will you do in the meantime? Are you prepared for 
the Judgment? 

Prayers are always offered to God, yet we know 
that heaven is not always silent. The prayers referred 
to here are those asking God to avenge their ene-
mies. Though the prayers are offered all the time, 
here in Revelation 8.1–6 it is as though they have all 
been collected and offered to God, because it is time 
to answer those specific prayers. 

Oct 25 Revelation 8.7–9.21 

Six Trumpets 
Sounded 

Finally, the seven angels started to sound 
their trumpets 

Finally, the Lamb opened the seventh seal. What 
happened? Nothing. For about half an hour there 
was silence. Then John saw the seven angels who 
stand before God. They were given trumpets. An-
other angel appeared and he mixed incense with the 
prayers of the saints, and the incensed-prayers arose 
before God from the angel’s hand. In response, God 
had the angel fill his censer with fire from the al-
tar and he threw it to the earth, followed by great 
sounds. The seven angels then prepared to sound. 

Oct 26 Revelation 8.7 
The First Angel Sounded 

7 The first angel sounded: And hail and fire fol-
lowed, mingled with blood, and… It began. John 
had seen seven seals. Then he saw seven angels stand-
ing before God. Each had a trumpet. After some 
silence, prayers were offered to God. The angels 
started to sound their trumpets of judgment. Hail 
and fire, like one of the plagues on Egypt, followed 
the sounding of the first trumpet. This is more in-
tense than the Egyptian plagues, because blood is 
mingled with the hail and fire. God was answering 
the prayers of His saints, revealed in the fifth seal, 
to be avenged of their blood. God returns blood for 
blood, as He stated long ago in Genesis 9 to Noah, 

“Whoever sheds man’s blood, 
By man his blood shall be shed; 
For in the image of God 
He made man.” 
(Gen 9.6) 

These people shed the blood of God’s saints (the 
fifth seal), so they experienced the shedding of their 
blood. The hail, fire, and blood were thrown to the 
earth, burning up one-third of the trees, and burn-
ing all green grass. 
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Oct 27 Revelation 8.8, 9 
The Second Angel Sounded 

8, 9 Then the second angel sounded: And some-
thing like a great mountain burning with fire was 
thrown into the sea, and… The second angel sound-
ed and what appeared to be a great mountain, burn-
ing with fire, was thrown into the sea. Mountains in 
Scripture symbolize nations or great cities, because 
cities were built on hills for protection. Jeremiah 51 
uses imagery that is similar to Revelation 8. 

“Behold, I am against you, O destroying moun-
tain, 

Who destroys all the earth,” says the LORD. 
“And I will stretch out My hand against you, 
Roll you down from the rocks, 
And make you a burnt mountain.” 
(Je. 51.25) 

In Revelation 8, there was a great nation and 
a great city that God judged, which was Rome, 
and any great nation or great city that opposes the 
church. Therefore, even as a great burning moun-
tain thrown into the sea has repercussions on many 
in the surrounding area, so one-third of the sea be-
come blood, one-third of the living creatures in the 
sea died, and one-third of the ships were destroyed. 
Only a third were destroyed, because this was not 
the final Judgment. These trumpets announced par-
tial judgments on the world, but they were foretastes 
of the final judgment. 

Oct 28 Revelation 8.10, 11 
The Third Angel Sounded 

10, 11 Then the third angel sounded: And a great 
star fell from heaven, burning like a torch, and… 
A great star fell from heaven. Isaiah 14, a passage 
widely misinterpreted to mean Satan, described the 
king of Babylon as a star which fell. 

“How you are fallen from heaven, 
O Lucifer, son of the morning! 
How you are cut down to the ground, 
You who weakened the nations!” 
(Isa 14.12) 

The downfall of a national ruler is a bitter ex-
perience for men. They put their hope and trust in 
him, and then he falls, it is like wormwood. A third 
of the waters became wormwood. Many men died 
from the water. 

Oct 29 Revelation 8.12 
The Fourth Angel Sounded 

12 Then the fourth angel sounded: And a third 
of the sun was struck, a third of the moon, and a 
third of the stars, so that… Something happened to 
a third of the heavens that their light failed. These 
celestial bodies are normally good sources of light. 
Men fight the church and resist the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, so they are given this partial judgment, not 
to destroy them, but that men might repent. Ezekiel 
32 had similar words for Pharaoh and his nation. 

“When I put out your light, 
I will cover the heavens, and make its stars 

dark; 
I will cover the sun with a cloud, 
And the moon shall not give her light. 
All the bright lights of the heavens I will make 

dark over you, 
And bring darkness upon your land,” 
Says the Lord GOD. 
(Eze 32.7, 8) 

This was a warning from God to the enemies of 
the church, that God knew what they were doing to 
the church and a horrible destruction was coming if 
they did not repent. 
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Oct 30 Revelation 8.13 
Watch Out for the Last Three Angels 

13 And I looked, and I heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, 
saying with a loud voice… A flying angel announced with a loud voice that 
the sounding of the last three angels would bring a triple woe, bringing things 
worse than the previous trumpets. Even as the first four seals were of one nature 
revealing horses, so the first four trumpets were of one nature, dealing with a 
third of something and having something thrown to the earth and destruction 
followed. The last three trumpets will be of a different nature. 

Oct 31 Revelation 9.1–12 
The Fifth Angel Sounded 

1–12 Then the fifth angel sounded: And I saw a star fallen from heaven to 
the earth. To him was given the key to… The fifth angel sounded, beginning 
the first woe. John saw a star fallen (that is, had already fallen) from heaven to 
the earth. With the third trumpet (8.10, 11), John saw a great star fall from 
heaven and it fell on the rivers and springs. This star in 9.1 is identified for us 
in verse 11. He is called an angel and he has a name. He is evil. Perhaps the 
devil himself. In Luke 10.18 Jesus said concerning Satan, “I saw Satan fall like 
lightning from heaven.” This star received the key to the pit of the abyss or the 
bottomless pit. He was given authority to open the pit, even as God gave Satan 
authority to afflict Job. He opened the pit and huge amounts of smoke arose 
from it. From out of the smoke came forth locusts. Their power was more than 
a typical locust, for they have the power of scorpions. ✞

Revelation 9.1–12
Angel Of The Abyss

Bottomless Pit
That which fell like a huge aster-oid,
smacked the earth, opened bottomless void.

From that hole, monster bugs
(’postle John not on drugs),

King Apollyon made men para-noid.
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Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good;
Sing praises to His name, for it is pleasant. 

(Psalm 135.3)

“Black Bird Singing,” by Alexander Wallnöfer, Merano, Bolzano, Italy, stock.xchng
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The Story of the Bible By Steve Lloyd

1 Now the two angels came to Sodom in the 
evening, and Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. 
When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them, and 
he bowed himself with his face toward the ground. 
2 And he said, “Here now, my lords, please turn in 
to your servant’s house and spend the night, and 
wash your feet; then you may rise early and go on 
your way.”

And they said, “No, but we will spend the 
night in the open square.” 

19.3 But he insisted strongly; so they turned in 
to him and entered his house. Then he made them 
a feast, and baked unleavened bread, and they ate. 

19.4 Now before they lay down, the men of 
the city, the men of Sodom, both old and young, 
all the people from every quarter, surrounded the 
house. 5 And they called to Lot and said to him, 
“Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them 
out to us that we may know them carnally.” 

19.6 So Lot went out to them through the doorway, 
shut the door behind him, 7 and said, “Please, my brethren, 
do not do so wickedly! 8 See now, I have two daughters who 
have not known a man; please, let me bring them out to you, 
and you may do to them as you wish; only do nothing to 

these men, 
since this is 
the reason 
they have 

come under the shadow of my 
roof.” 

19.9 And they said, “Stand 
back!” Then they said, “This 
one came in to stay here, and 
he keeps acting as a judge; 
now we will deal worse with 
you than with them.” So they 

pressed hard against the man Lot, and came near to break 
down the door. 10 But the men reached out their hands 
and pulled Lot into the house with them, and shut the 
door. 11 And they struck the men who were at the door-

way of the house with blind-
ness, both small and great, so 
that they became weary trying 
to find the door. 

19.12 Then the men said 
to Lot, “Have you anyone else 
here? Son-in-law, your sons, 
your daughters, and whom-
ever you have in the city—take 
them out of this place! 13 For 
we will destroy this place, be-
cause the outcry against them 
has grown great before the face 
of the Lord, and the Lord has 
sent us to destroy it.” 

19.14 So Lot went out and 
spoke to his sons-in-law, who 
had married his daughters, and 
said, “Get up, get out of this 
place; for the Lord will destroy 
this city!” But to his sons-in-
law he seemed to be joking. 

Lesson 7: Sodom and Gomorrah  
Genesis 19

������������

“In this awful hollow, this bit of the infernal regions come to the 
surface, this hell with the sun shining into it, primitive man laid 

the scene of the most terrible judgment on human sin. The glare of 
Sodom and Gomorrah is flung down the whole length of Scripture 

history. It is the popular and standard judgment of sin.” 
(George Adam Smith)
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19.15 When the morning dawned, the angels urged Lot 
to hurry, saying, “Arise, take your wife and your two daugh-
ters who are here, lest you be consumed in the punishment 
of the city.” 16 And while he lingered, the men took hold of 
his hand, his wife’s hand, and the hands of his two daugh-
ters, the Lord being merciful to him, and they brought him 
out and set him outside the city. 17 So it came to 
pass, when they had brought them outside, that 
he said, “Escape for your life! Do not look behind 
you nor stay anywhere in the plain. Escape to the 
mountains, lest you be destroyed.” 

19.18 Then Lot said to them, “Please, no, my 
lords! 19 Indeed now, your servant has found favor 
in your sight, and you have increased your mercy 
which you have shown me by saving my life; but 
I cannot escape to the mountains, lest some evil 
overtake me and I die. 20 See now, this city is near 
enough to flee to, and it is a little one; please let 
me escape there (is it not a little one?) and my 
soul shall live.” 

19.21 And he said to him, “See, I have favored 
you concerning this thing also, in that I will not 
overthrow this city for which you have spoken. 
22 Hurry, escape there. For I cannot do anything 
until you arrive there.” Therefore the name of the 
city was called Zoar. 

19.23 The sun had risen upon the earth when Lot en-
tered Zoar. 24 Then the Lord rained brimstone and fire on 
Sodom and Gomorrah, from the Lord out of the heavens. 
25 So He overthrew those cities, all the plain, all the inhab-
itants of the cities, and what grew on the ground. 

19.26 But his wife looked back behind him, and she 
became a pillar of salt. 

19.27 And Abraham went early in the morning to the 
place where he had stood before the Lord. 28 Then he 
looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the 

land of the plain; and he saw, and behold, the smoke of the 
land which went up like the smoke of a furnace. 29 And it 
came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, 
that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the 
midst of the overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in 
which Lot had dwelt. 

Questions:
Who was Lot?
What was Lot instructed to do?
What did God do to the cities of the plain?
What happened to Lot’s wife?
Why do you suppose she looked back?
Read Luke 17.32. What did Jesus mean?

Check this out:
Genesis 13.10, 11
Isaiah 1.9
Isaiah 13.19
Jeremiah 23.14
Jeremiah 50.40
Lamentations 4.6
Ezekiel 47.1-12
Matthew 11.20-24
2 Peter 2.9
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“Simply Pray” by Charlie Balch, La Mirada, California, United States, stock.xchng

Open my eyes, that I may see
Wondrous things from Your law. 

(Psalm 119.18)


