
The Bible Meditator Page 1 September AD 2007

Thorns and Roses ..... 2

Meditating on Daniel 3

Becoming Imitators ... 8

The Pleasure of 
Meditation (Part 7) ... 9

Leadership ............... 11

T h eBible Meditator
Volume 18, Number 9

September AD 2007



The Bible Meditator Page 2 September AD 2007

Consider life compared to a 
rose bush. Our attitude often de-
termines whether we see the thorns 
or the blooms. Our attitudes can 
be changed. The hybrid rose, bred 
to have no thorns, yields beautiful 
blooms, but they have lost some of 
their beautiful fragrance. We are 
told, figuratively, of “thorns” in the 
Scriptures. Jesus said, “Blessed are 
those who mourn for they shall be 
comforted” (Mt. 5:4). Again He 
said, “Do you suppose that I came 
to give peace on earth? I tell you, 
not at all, but rather division” (Lk. 
12:51). Paul had a “thorn in the 
flesh” (2Co. 12:7).

Let us consider some Bible char-
acters. There was Sarah, who could 
see only the thorns when she tried to 
“help” God by giving her handmaid, 
Hagar, to Abraham in order for him 
to have a son. Sarah needed the 
patience to wait for God to give her 
the blooms. Moses’ mother, though 
living amid the thorns, looked by 
faith unto God and eventually saw 
the blooms. Ruth, through a life 
filled with thorns, saw roses through 
Naomi. Hannah, in the thorns of 
barrenness and the taunts of Peninah, 

found roses through her steadfastness 
in prayer. Job’s wife could see only 
thorns and wanted her husband to do 
likewise. But God, in His own time, 
gave roses. Mary, in the thorns of a 
pregnancy out of wedlock could see 
the roses by the word of the angel.

What do we see in your life? 
When we are persecuted, do we 
look for the roses of Matthew 5:12? 
“Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for 
great is your reward in heaven, for 
so they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.” When we suffer 
the loss of a loved one, do we look 
beyond the thorns to the roses of 
Matthew 5:4? “Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they shall be comforted.” 
When we are faced with the thorns 
of financial problems, do we see the 
roses of Psalm 37:25? “I have been 
young, and now am old; yet I have 
not seen the righteous forsaken, nor 
his descendants begging bread.” In 
the infirmities of aging, are we see-
ing only thorns, or do we expect the 
blooms of Psalm 71:9, 18? “Do not 
cast me off in the time of old age; 
do not forsake me when my strength 
fails…Now also when I am old and 
grayheaded, O God, do not forsake 

me, until I declare Your strength 
to this generation, Your power to 
everyone who is to come.” When 
we are fraught with concern for the 
needs of those around us, and realize 
the enormity of the task set before 
us, do we see the roses of Psalm 46? 
“God is our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble.” Or do 
we sit down amid the thorns and 
say, as did Elijah, “I even I only, am 
left”? (1Ki. 19:10).

Christians must remember that 
the Lord will not forsake His people 
(Compare 1Sa. 12:22). As our life 
draws nearer to its close, are we aware 
of the roses of promise? Revelation 
14:13 says, “Then I heard a voice 
from heaven saying to me, ‘Write: 
“Blessed are the dead who die in 
the Lord from now on.”  ‘Yes,’ says 
the Spirit, ‘that they may rest from 
their labors, and their works follow 
them.’” Read the beautiful descrip-
tion of John’s vision of the New 
Jerusalem in Revelation 21. Truly, 
our lives are bountifully blessed with 
many beautiful and fragrant roses! 
We only need to look beyond the 
thorns. ✞

By Martha Bentley
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Meditating on Scripture Daily
Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Sept. 1 Da. 6:10–15 
Daniel Prays and Gets in 

Trouble 
10–15 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, 

he went home. And in his upper room, with his windows open 
toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times that 
day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God… Daniel did 
not change his routine of prayer, although he knew it would cost 
his life. He did not make a show of it anymore than before, but 
he boldly opened his windows, faced Jerusalem, and made his 
prayers to God. What was the nature of his prayers? He gave 
thanks, knowing death was hunting him! Daniel was only follow-
ing what Solomon prayed in First Kings chapter 8. Daniel had a 
faith that did not shrink in the waters of persecution. He had a 
faith that did not whither in the hot sun of affliction. Like him, 
it is good to pray on our knees, but it is better if our souls are on 

their knees. His enemies were ready and they found him doing 
just as they thought that they would find him. He was obeying 
God rather than men. These tattle-tales reminded the king of 
his law, and he agreed with what he signed. Then they uttered 
words he thought he would never hear. Without realizing it, he 
had signed Daniel’s death warrant. Realizing what happened, 
he was displeased with himself, not yet with the satraps and 
governors; that time was to come. He searched for a loophole. 
He worked all day until the sun went down, looking for a way 
to deliver the wisest man in Persia. 

Sept. 2 Da. 6:10–15 
Daniel Prays and Gets in 

Trouble 
10–15 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, 

he went home. And in his upper room, with his windows open 

toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times that 
day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God…Why did the 
king not release Daniel from this law? After all, he was the king, 
and this law made him a god. Gods do not make mistakes, and 
those who violate the laws of the gods must be punished. There-
fore, he had to carry out the punishment. His advisers, eager for 
blood, and hating Daniel, reminded the king of what he already 
knew. They were not concerned for the integrity of the law, but 
used the integrity of the law for their own selfish purposes. “It’s 
remarkable how people can work together quickly to do evil but 
find it difficult to get together to do anything good” (Warren 
Wiersbe, p. 78). Herod and Pilate were enemies, until they had 
a common enemy, Jesus. Then they became friends. 

Sept. 3 Da. 6:16–20 
Darius Believes in Daniel and 

�editating on 
the �ook of �aniel

Daniel by Michelangelo
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His God 
16–20 So the king gave the command, and they brought 

Daniel and cast him into the den of lions… The king could no 
longer delay. He commanded that they throw Daniel to the 
lions. Yet, knowing that Daniel served his God without inter-
ruption, the king expressed his total confidence in the God of 
Daniel. The law did not say that a violator had to be eaten by 
the lions, only that he was to be thrown into the den of lions. 
They worked to make sure that Daniel would not get out, or 
that no one would rescue him. The king had no pleasure that 
night. He did not eat; for how could he eat, knowing that the 
lions were eating his friend? He did not listen to music; for how 
could he listen to music, knowing that his friend only heard 
the roars and growls of the king of beasts? He did not sleep; for 
how could he sleep, knowing that his friend was in the most 
terrifying and sleepless place? 

Sept. 4 Da. 6:16–20 
Darius Believes in Daniel and 

His God 
16–20 So the king gave the command, and they brought 

Daniel and cast him into the den of lions… The morning arrived 
and the king went quickly to the den of lions. His emotions 
poured out as he petitioned Daniel, and questioned whether 
God had delivered the king’s number one counselor. Why did 
God let it go this far? If God could have prevented the lions 
from eating Daniel, could God not have prevented Daniel from 
being thrown into the lion’s den in the first place? By allowing 
him to be thrown into the lion’s dean, a greater work was done. 
Moreover, it allowed the enemy to be exposed. 

Sept. 5 Da. 6:21–23 
Daniel Believes in His God 
21–23 Then Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever! 

22 My God sent His angel and shut the lions’ mouths…” The 
king’s heart raced the moment he heard a man’s voice. God de-
livered Daniel, sending an angel to shut the mouths of the lions. 
He was innocent before God, and he had not done anything  
wrong against the king. This was also true of Christians in the 
first century, that they had not done wrong against the Roman 
government, nevertheless, God allowed them to be eaten by 
the lions. There was no bitterness in the voice of Daniel, either 
against Darius for signing a foolish law, or the men who put 
him there or against God for allowing it to go that far. Darius 
and Daniel were friends so Darius was very glad. He ordered 

Daniel to be taken out of the den. He had no injury. Was that 
because the lions were full and did not care to eat him? Why 
did God allow Daniel to be cast into the lion’s den, since He 
was going to deliver Daniel anyway? God received more honor 
by the rescue than by prevention. 

Sept. 6 Da. 6:24 
The Lions Have a Feast 

24 And the king gave the command, and they brought 
those men who had accused Daniel… The 122 governors and 
satraps reaped as they had sown. As it is written, “The righteous 
is delivered from trouble, and it comes to the wicked instead” 
(Pr. 11:8). And again, “Whoever digs a pit will fall into it, and 
he who rolls a stone will have it roll back on him” (Pr. 26:27). 
Pharaoh killed the Hebrew male babies at the Passover. God 
killed all the first-born Egyptians. Pharaoh commanded that the 
Hebrew male babies be cast into the river. God killed Pharaoh’s 
army in the Red Sea. Haman made a gallows to hang Mordecai 
upon, but the king killed Haman on the gallows. Picture the lion’s 
den. Most drawings and paintings depict the lion’s den with a 
few lions in it. One hundred twenty two men, their wives, and 
their children were thrown into this den, and the lions broke 
their bones in pieces before they reached the bottom. Lions are 
wild and kill many quickly, but there must have been more than 
three or four lions. The children were killed to prevent them 
from growing up in bitterness toward the king, and becoming 
assassins. Those lions were hungry. All night they had to stare 
at a delicious meal, but an angel prevented them from attacking 
Daniel, then they had the best potluck ever. 

Sept. 7 Da. 6:25–27 
Power Over the Lions 

25–27 Then King Darius wrote: To all peoples, nations, 
and languages that dwell in all the earth… Darius sounded like 
Nebuchadnezzar. Darius commanded that everyone tremble and 
fear before the God of Daniel, because 

He is the living God
He is steadfast forever
His kingdom shall not be destroyed
His dominion shall endure to the end
He delivers and rescues 
He works signs and wonders in heaven and earth
He delivered Daniel

Since, the laws of the Medes and Persians did not change, 
and could not be altered, is this still in effect? 

Sept. 8 Da. 6:28 
Daniel Prospers 

28 So this Daniel prospered… Daniel continued through 
the entire reign of Darius and on into the reign of Cyrus. Daniel 
lived to be an old man, in spite of the dangers. Through all cir-
cumstances God preserved His prophet. God not only preserved 
the prophet, but also made him prosper! 

Why was Daniel in the lions’ den? Was he being punished? 
No. What had he done wrong? Nothing. He was thrown into 
the lion’s den for his faith. Expect to get into trouble for your 
faith. Interestingly, idolatrous kings glorified God.

An Amazing View From Heaven
Who is this coming up to 

heaven?
Sept. 9 Daniel 7

What is the view from heaven of the world and especially 
of nations? Why do mighty nations come and go? From where 
do they come, and where are they going? This all happens for 
the benefit of the church! In Daniel chapter 2, there was a vision 
of an image that King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon saw. It was 
made up of four metals, representing mighty nations. A stone 
thrown at the feet brought down the image, that is, the nations, 
and became the mightiest kingdom; it is the Kingdom of God. 
Daniel chapter 7 is another look at chapter 2. Some suggest 
that chapter 2 shows how kingdoms look to man, but chapter 7 
shows how kingdoms look to God. There are also parallels with 
Revelation chapter 13. Daniel chapter 7 shows that regardless 
of the ferocity of the nations, God knows us and builds history 
around us! This is the point of Daniel chapter 7. Many people 
focus exclusively on the interpretation of the fourth beast and 
his horns, but God’s emphasis is that regardless of how awful 
things seem to be, He is in charge, and His kingdom prevails. 
We tremble before world powers, but the truth is, world powers 
tremble before the church. Witness what they are trying to do 
to silence us. Just listen to our secular society and you will learn 
that they fear the influence of the church and the teaching of the 
Bible in public. Daniel chapter 7 is the Beast and Beauty. 

Sept. 10 Da. 7:1 
Daniel Has a Dream 

1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel 
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had a dream… This dream was before the events of chapters 5 
and 6. The first six chapters are in chronological order, the last 
six chapters happen during the first six chapters. 

Sept. 11 Da. 7:2–8 
Four Beasts Come From the 

Sea 
2–8 Daniel spoke, saying, “I saw in my vision by night, and 

behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the Great Sea. 
3 And four great beasts came up from the sea…” Daniel looked 
at the Great Sea (the Mediterranean) and saw winds from every 
direction coming out of heaven, stirring up the Sea. Something 
came out of the Sea. Four great, unusual, and diverse beasts arose. 
The first beast was a combination of a lion, an eagle, and a man. 
The eagle wings, that gave it speed, were plucked off, showing 
Nebuchadnezzar’s humiliation. Then it was lifted off the earth, 
made to stand like a man, and it received a man’s heart, because 
finally he was restored to his kingdom. The second beast looked 
like a bear. This bear was raised up on one side, showing the 
greater strength of the Persians over the Medes. Three ribs were in 
its teeth, showing the three nations, Babylon, Lydia, and Egypt, 
that it would conquer. Someone commanded it to arise and to 
devour much flesh. The Medes and Persians were not fast like 
the flying lion of Babylon, but slower like a bear. The third beast 
looked like a leopard with four wings on its back. Leopards are 
quick, leaping on their prey, and with four bird wings, it moved 
even faster. This pictured Alexander the Great and his Grecian 
army. The four heads were the four generals who split up his 
empire upon his death, and so it received dominion. 

Sept. 12 Da. 7:2–8 
Four Beasts Come From the 

Sea 
2–8 Daniel spoke, saying, “I saw in my vision by night, and 

behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the Great Sea. 
3 And four great beasts came up from the sea…” The fourth beast 
was so different that Daniel did not compare it to any named 
beast. The other beasts were for the most part one animal with 
one or two different animal parts added. The fourth beast was 
actually, according to Revelation chapter 13, a combination of 
the first three. They were the same beasts. This beast was dreadful, 
terrible, and very strong. It had huge iron teeth, like the iron 
legs of Nebuchadnezzar’s image. It destroyed everything with 
its feet. It had ten horns. Daniel focused on the horns. Another 
horn, an eleventh, arose, and this horn plucked up three of the 

other horns. This horn had man-like eyes, and a mouth with 
pompous words. 

Sept. 13 Da. 7:9, 10 
The Ancient of Days Holds 

Court 
9, 10 “I watched till thrones were put in place, And the 

Ancient of Days was seated…” Daniel kept watching this amaz-
ing sight, and then he saw thrones put in place! The Ancient 
of Days occupied one of the thrones! His holiness was pictured 
as snow and pure wool. He sat on fire! He who sat on fire, had 
a throne with wheels of fire, and sent out a fiery stream. Look 
at the numbers who stood before Him and ministered to Him. 
The NASV says “myriads upon myriads.” There are thousands 
upon thousands (NIV), and ten thousand times ten thousand, 
at least 100 million. What are they all doing there? All the im-
ages of fire show that it was time for judgment. God held court, 
because everything was in His control. 

Sept. 14 Da. 7:11, 12 
The Beasts Are Judged 

11, 12 “I watched then because of the sound of the pompous 
words which the horn was speaking…” Because of the pompous 
words of the horn, the beast was slain, destroyed, and burned in 
the fire. The other beasts had their dominion taken away, but 
they were allowed to continue for a season and a time. 

Sept. 15 Da. 7:13, 14 
Someone Ascends Into 

Heaven 
13, 14 “I was watching in the night visions, And behold, 

One like the Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven…” 
This section does not necessarily follow chronologically the pre-
ceding section. Daniel saw One who looked like a Son of Man 
approaching. He arrived on the clouds of heaven. He had not 
been in heaven, but somewhere else, then the clouds of heaven 
retrieved Him, and brought Him to the Ancient of Days. There 
is only One who is both the Son of Man, and who received an 
eternal kingdom. There is only One whom the clouds of heaven 
retrieved, and carried to heaven. This pictures of the Son of God 
at His ascension. We are used to seeing this from the perspective 
of the Gospels and Acts chapter one, that is, from the earth. In 
Daniel’s vision we are looking down from heaven, seeing the 

clouds of heaven bringing the Son of God! Acts chapter one 
shows the magnificent sight that made the apostles gawk at 
such a sight, “Now when He had spoken these things, while 
they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out 
of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven 
as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white ap-
parel, who also said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing 
up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you 
into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go 
into heaven’” (Ac. 1:9–11). What did the Son of Man receive? 
He received everlasting dominion, glory, and an indestructible 
kingdom. Therefore, all people serve Him. When the Son of 
God ascended to heaven, He received the kingdom. He does not 
descend later to receive His kingdom. 

Sept. 16 Daniel 7:15–18 
Understanding the Four 

Beasts 
15–18 “I, Daniel, was grieved in my spirit within my body, 

and the visions of my head troubled me…” The dream troubled 
Daniel. There were dreadful things, and he did not know the 
interpretation. Therefore, he asked one of the millions who were 
present for the interpretation. He asked and received. The four 
beasts were four kings or four kingdoms. The Great Sea was the 
earth. Nevertheless, in spite of the terror of the beasts, the saints 
of God prevailed. The beasts sought to conquer the world, but 
the saints of God would do what the beasts could not do. 

Sept. 17 Da. 7:19–22 
Further Understanding About 

the Fourth Beast 
19–22 “Then I wished to know the truth about the fourth 

beast, which was different from all the others…” Daniel was more 
curious about the fourth beast, so much so, that he repainted 
the picture of it, adding in verse 21 that this beast also made 
war with the saints of God, and prevailed against them, until 
finally the Ancient of Days put an end to it, rendering judgment 
in favor of the saints of the Most High, and they possessed the 
kingdom of the beast. Compare a verse in Revelation chapter 11, 
which is a key verse for understanding the Book of Revelation, 
“Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices 
in heaven, saying, ‘The kingdoms of this world have become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign 
forever and ever!’” (Re. 11:15). 
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Sept. 18 Da. 7:23–27 
The Fourth Beast 

23–27 “Thus he said: ‘The fourth beast shall be a fourth 
kingdom on earth, which shall be different from all other king-
doms, and shall devour the whole earth…” The Roman Empire 
was like iron, and ferocious as a wild lion, bear, and leopard, 
not letting anything stop it. The horns were kings of the fourth 
kingdom. An eleventh one would be unique, and he would sub-
due three kings. He would blaspheme the Most High, persecute 
the saints of the Most High, and would seek to change times 
and law. He would gain the upper hand over the saints for a 
time and times and half a time. However, the court of heaven 
would take away the dominion of the eleventh horn, destroying 
the beast. Finally, the people of God’s kingdom prevailed, and 
possessed all kingdoms. The Book of Revelation provides greater 
understanding, showing the might of the Roman emperors, as 
they persecuted the saints for three and a half centuries, but 
suddenly the saints gained the empire, but it later became the 
Holy Roman Empire. 

Sept. 19 Da. 7:28 
Daniel Is Troubled Greatly 
28 “This is the end of the account. As for me, Daniel, my 

thoughts greatly troubled me, and my countenance changed; but 
I kept the matter in my heart.” Daniel was troubled, but he kept 
the matter secret for a while, until he wrote it down and others 
copied it, giving us our copy of the Book of Daniel today. 

Learn to see the world as God showed Daniel, that is, as 
the dominion of the church/kingdom. For example, look at 
the changes suddenly happening in the Arab world. Remember 
the rapid and sudden downfall of the communist world? Pray 
that the Muslim world will open its doors to the Gospel, as the 
former communist world has. Arab governments are changing, 
and former Muslims are open to the gospel. 

Understand the Vision
Have you been bothered that 

you did not understand the 
Bible?

Sept. 20 Daniel 8
If God showed you that in the future your congregation 

was going to be persecuted to the death, how would that affect 

you? Now you know how Daniel felt after receiving the vision 
that we are going to see. 

Sept. 21 Da. 8:1 
Another Vision

1 In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar a vision 
appeared to me… This vision was two years after the vision of 
chapter 7, although it covered some of the same material. The four 
metals of the image in chapter 2 were the four beasts of chapter 
7. However, in chapter 8 there were only two animals, which 
were the second and third beasts or the two middle metals. Here 
they were not pictured as predatory beasts, but as domesticated 
animals. Babylon’s time was almost over; therefore, there was 
no need for an animal representation of Babylon. Rome was 
not part of this vision, because God concentrated here, not on 
the kingdom He would establish during the days of the Roman 
Empire, but upon what would happen to the Jews during the 
time of the third beast, that is, the Kingdom of Greece. 

Sept. 22 Da. 8:2–4 
A Great Ram

2–4 I saw in the vision, and it so happened while I was 
looking, that I was in Shushan, the citadel… In a vision, God 
transported Daniel to Shushan, a palace of Persia, by the River 
Ulai. Daniel saw a ram. The horns on the ram were higher than 
usual. One was even higher than the other, and it came up last. 
The ram pushed in all directions, except east. Most of these 
empires were around the Mediterranean. The ram was great so 
that no one could withstand him, no one could deliver from his 
hand, but he did whatever he wanted to do. 

Sept. 23 Da. 8:5–8 
A Swift Male Goat

5–8 And as I was considering, suddenly a male goat came 
from the west, across the surface of the whole earth, without 
touching the ground… Suddenly, coming from one of the very 
directions that the ram was pushing, a male goat raced toward 
the ram. He came from a great distance, across the surface of the 
whole earth. He was moving so fast that his feet did not touch 
the ground. Look between his eyes; there was a notable horn. 
The goat had the ram in sight, running with furious power at the 
ram. The goat confronted the ram, and filled with rage, the goat 
attacked the ram, breaking his two horns. The ram was powerless 
to overcome the goat. The goat threw the ram to the ground 
and trampled him. Even as the ram was great, so the goat was 

great. Just when the goat was at the peak of his power, the large 
horn between the eyes was broken. Four more notable horns 
replaced it, and they moved toward the four winds of heaven, 
dividing up the kingdom among themselves. 

Sept. 24 Da. 8:9–12 
The Prosperity of the Little 

Horn
9–12 And out of one of them came a little horn which grew 

exceedingly great…And it grew up to the host of heaven… One 
of the horns produced a little horn. The horn grew very great 
in three directions: the south, the east, and toward the Glorious 
Land, that is, the Land of Canaan. It also grew up to the host of 
heaven, casting down some of the host, and some of the stars to 
the ground, and stomped on them. He fought against the leaders 
of Israel and prevailed against them. The self-exaltation of this 
horn was great, going as high as the Prince of the host. He took 
away the daily sacrifices, and he cast down the temple. Because 
of the transgression of God’s people, this horn gained an army, 
and he opposed the daily sacrifices, and he cast truth down to 
the ground. Amazingly, he prospered in spite of all that he did 
against the people of God. 

Sept. 25 Da. 8:13, 14 
How Long Shall The Trampling 

Last?
13, 14 Then I heard a holy one speaking; and another holy 

one said to that certain one who was speaking… Two angels 
perhaps (or other heavenly beings) asked how long these horrible 
things would last. Twenty three hundred days, just over six years, 
the holy work of the priests would cease. Then cleansing shall 
occur, cleansing from the defilement of this horn, and cleansing 
from the sins of the Jews. 

Sept. 26 Da. 8:15–19 
Understand the Vision

15–17 Then it happened, when I, Daniel, had seen the vision 
and was seeking the meaning, that suddenly there stood before 
me one having the appearance of a man… Daniel wanted to 
understand the meaning of the vision. His wish was fulfilled. A 
man stood before him. This man was perhaps standing over the 
River Ulai, because He was between the banks of the river. Is this 
a way of picturing Him who later would walk on water? This 
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One, greater than Gabriel, commanded Gabriel to tell Daniel 
the meaning of the vision. Then Gabriel approached Daniel. 
How did he react when an angel came near him to talk to him? 
He was afraid and fell on his face. Gabriel explained that the 
vision concerned the time of the end, not of the world or of 
time, but the end of the Law of Moses, the sacrificial system, 
the Old Testament, Israel in the flesh as the chosen nation, etc. 
The weight of the experience was too much for Daniel and he 
fell into a deep sleep. Gabriel touched Daniel, reviving him. 
He needed to be awake because Gabriel was making known to 
Daniel the end, which would be a time of indignation. 

Sept. 27 Da. 8:20–22 
The Ram and the Goat

20–22 The ram which you saw, having the two horns—they 
are the kings of Media and Persia. 21 And the male goat is the 
kingdom of Greece… The ram represented the Medo-Persian 
Empire, a nation that united two peoples, and the horns rep-
resented their kings, but one became more prominent than the 
other. The mighty Medo-Persian Empire was succeeded by and 
conquered by the kingdom of the Greeks in 332 BC. The first king 
of the conquering Greeks was also their greatest king, Alexander 
the Great. He died suddenly of drunkenness (it is believed), and 
his kingdom was divided up among his four generals, but they 
did not have his power. Babylon also fell during drunkenness 
(chapter 5). Alexander the Great conquered the world, but 
Alexander the Great could not conquer himself. 

Sept. 28 Da. 8:23–26 
The Little  Horn

23–26 “And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the 
transgressors have reached their fullness, a king shall arise, having 
fierce features… From out of one of the kings, the one ruling 
Syria, there would arise another king. The Jews would return 
to their homeland, which Daniel would pray about in chapter 
9, and that has happened, as the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah 
show, but when they returned, their troubles did not vanish. They 
created some of their troubles, and some were brought upon 
them. This sixth king would be a fearful king. The transgressors 
in the land reached their fullness, so this king arose with God’s 
authority. But this king used it to destroy in horrendous ways, 
including persecuting the holy Jews. History knows this Greek as 
Antiochus IV. Just as verse 25 says, he exalted himself mightily, 
adding to his name, Epiphanes, “…which means ‘illustrious, 
manifestation,’ for he claimed to be a revelation (epiphany) of 
the gods. He even had the word theos (god) put on the coins 
minted with his features on it, and his features on coins came 

to look more and more like the Greek god Zeus” (Warren W. 
Wiersbe, p. 99). He ruled Syria from 175 to 163 BC when he 
died a mad man. He desecrated the temple around 167 or 168 
BC, forced the Jews to eat pork, sacrificed a pig on the altar, set 
up his own altar in the temple area, and did many other things 
to show his extreme hatred for the Jews. He killed many of the 
Jews, the stars of heaven (v. 10), even as Jacob and his sons were 
pictured as the stars. Antiochus did his evil work for just over six 
years, starting in 171 when he removed the true high priest. Judas 
Maccabeus, a priest, revolted and drove out the Greeks. Then 
the temple and all its work was rededicated on December 14, 
165. This is the Feast of Dedication or Lights that is mentioned 
in John 10:22, which today is known as Hanukkah. Yet, these 
things were many years in the future from Daniel’s perspective. 
This vision was strictly about Israel, and the persecution they 
would endure, shortly before the end of their status as the vehicle 
for bringing in the Christ. 

Sept. 29 Da. 8:27 
Knowing the Future Is Hard on 

Daniel
27 And I, Daniel, fainted and was sick for days… This 

vision made Daniel sick. The persecution of the Jews would 
not happen during the last days of Babylon, not even during 
the Medo-Persian Empire, at least not to the extent that it did 
during the time of Antiochus Epiphanes, in fact, the Persians 
would show kindness toward the Jews, allowing them to return 
to their land, and helping them in many ways, as the Books of 
Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther show. Therefore, the horrible things 
that would happen to the Jews, would not happen to Daniel’s 
immediate descendants, but they would happen to his people. 
Finally, Daniel gathered himself together, and he worked for King 
Belshazzar of Babylon. He was astonished by the vision, and he 
told others, and while he received an interpretation, some of it 
was still a mystery to him and to others. We have the advantage 
of history to see and to understand what Daniel could not see 
and understand. 

Sept. 30 Daniel 8 
The word of God affected Daniel because he believed what it 

said. There is a time for happiness, and there is a time for sadness. 
Times of sadness can be productive times. The world observes 
the resurrection of Christ during Easter, which is a glad time, 
but that followed a time of great sadness. Has any good come 
from the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ? Likewise, this 
prophecy affected Daniel adversely, because the other prophe-
cies that we saw, spoke of Gentile kingdoms rising and falling, 

as they crushed one another, but God would set up a kingdom, 
which is the church, and it reigns prosperously. 

This prophecy shows only two of the Gentile kingdoms, 
and it does not show the spiritual kingdom of Christ, but it 
shows the fleshly nation of Israel suffering horribly during the 
kingdom of the Greeks. 

Daniel continued to function in government, doing his work 
in righteousness. He lived and worked in a palace. Daniel was a 
wealthy government worker, and he was righteous. 

History shows the exact fulfillment of all four Gentile king-
doms, the suffering of the Jews during the Grecian Empire, and 
the establishment of the Kingdom of God in the first century 
and during the days of the Roman kings. 

Will God keep His promises and prophecies regarding the 
return of Jesus Christ? The conquests of Alexander the Great 
prepared the Mediterranean world for the spread of the Gospel 
by spreading a universal language, the Greek language, which 
is what the New Testament was written in. All these things 
have been fulfilled. The good news about Jesus Christ is here. 
He was crucified for our sins, buried, resurrected for our lives, 
and many witnessed these things. You can take part in them 
through baptism. ✞

“Now when Daniel 
knew that the writ-
ing was signed, he 
went home. And in 

his upper room, with 
his windows open 
toward Jerusalem, 
he knelt down on 
his knees three 

times that day, and 
prayed and gave 
thanks before his 

God…”
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“Quit copying me!” Most parents 
who have multiple children have heard 
this phrase uttered at least a few times. 
Why? Because “copying” is one of the great 
ways of irritating a sibling. When a child 
does this what are they doing? They are 
doing something very simple…they are 
simply mimicking what the other child 
is saying or doing at that moment. This 
is quite easy and takes very little com-
mitment or work.

Yet this does not make these children 
good imitators. Imitating someone goes 
beyond copying—goes beyond simply 
reciting words or movements. It is learn-
ing how the other person would speak, 
learning the voice inflections and know-

ing where to emphasize a word or 
syllable, knowing what phrases 
and words a person will use. It 

means learning 

how a person moves his body, not just simply copying the 
motion. One of my older brothers, John, was an imitator. 
He would study people. I remember coming into the living 
room on more than one occasion and he would be sitting 
in there with the video remote in hand, up close to the TV, 
rewinding and watching, rewinding and watching and all 
the while repeating the words, voice, and movements of 
the person he was watching. He would watch facial expres-
sions; he would pay attention to the kind of phrases that 
the person would use. He was immersed in it. He would 
commit time and effort in to learning how to be someone 
else…how to imitate them. 

Are we a copy or an 
imitator?

Many in the Christian 
world today do not see a differ-
ence in the two. People learn 
“religious” words and drop 
them in their conversations 
as proof of their conviction. 
Sometimes they even know a few Scriptures. Perhaps they 
just gave a “testimony” or “witnessed” to someone. Is this 
what Paul had in mind when he called us to be imitators 
of Christ?

Notice Paul’s words to the different congregations 
of the Lord’s church. “Be imitators of me, as I am of 
Christ” (1Co. 11:1). “Therefore be imitators of God” 

(Ep. 5:1). “And you became imitators of us and of the 
Lord” (1Th. 1:6). 

What does it mean to be an imitator? It entails knowl-
edge of that person; it requires a studying of that person. 
Consider for a moment what Paul said in Colossians 3:10, 
“…and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in 
knowledge after the image of its creator.” How does the idea 
of knowledge relate to the required “renewal”? How does 
it relate to “putting on the new self…after the image of its 
creator”? To be renewed, to become more in the image of 
Christ, that is, to be an imitator of Christ requires knowledge! 
No great imitator ever became a great imitator without 
studying that person, without learning that 
person. My brother would sit there 
and rewind and recite, 

rewind 
and recite…gain-

ing knowledge of that person. 

If we want to be imitators of Christ we cannot do it 
without studying Him. We have to be immersed in Him. We 
have to seek knowledge of Him. One could rather quickly 
learn the words Christ used—but is this what is means 
to imitate Him? No, it means getting into the Scripture, 
watching how He reacted to persecutions, knowing how He 
dealt with sinners, learning and working towards reacting 
in the same manner that Christ reacted.

It is quite simple to mimic, but if you want to truly 
imitate Jesus Christ, if you want to put on a new self in the 
image of Him—get to know Him…get into His word. ✞

By Nathan House
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Scripture is not simply interesting to our minds and hearts. There 
is actually danger associated with reading the Scriptures. Here is 
why. Can fire, a hammer, and a sword be dangerous? The word of 
God is likened to all three. “‘Is not My word like a fire?’ says the 

LORD, ‘and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?’” (Je. 23:29). 
“And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God” (Ep. 6:17). “For the word of God is living and power-
ful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division 
of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart” (He. 4:12). 

Can the fire starter burn himself? Can the carpenter hit his finger? Can 
the swordsman cut himself? The word is also like rope. You can use the 
rope to pull yourself to safety or you can use the rope to hang yourself. 

Yes, we should read the Bible. The more Christians who do, the hap-
pier we should all be! Yet, how we read the Scriptures is also a matter of 
concern. Do you hand the keys to an inexperienced driver and say, “Drive 
this car”? Yet, which can do more harm; driving a car or misusing the 
Scriptures? Likewise, watch how we handle the Scriptures. We sometimes 
use them as an inexperienced driver does a car or other vehicle. The power 
is intoxicating. We use it without regard to the damage we can do. 

Eugene Peterson is insightful, “We pick up a Bible and find that we 
have God’s word in our hands, our hands. We can now handle it. It is easy 
enough to suppose that we are in control of it, that we can use it, that 
we are in charge of applying it wherever, whenever, and to whomever we 
wish without regard to appropriateness or conditions (Eat This Book, pp. 
81, 82, emphasis in original). 

Is there more to driving a car than turning the key and stepping on 
the gas? There is the maintenance. There are rules of the road. There are 

rules of nature. There are other vehicles and obstacles. Weather conditions 
have to be taken into consideration. 

Is there more to reading the Bible than opening it and repeating 
the words? A person has to understand the rules of language, history, the 
purpose of the Scriptures, the Author, and so on. 

Have you heard, “Let the buyer beware”? What does that mean? When 
it comes to the Bible should we not also say, “Let the reader beware”? 

Is it enough to own a Bible? Is it enough to read it? What dangers does 
the reader need to know about? Ponder these passages, “And that servant 
who knew his master’s will, and did not prepare himself or do according to 
his will, shall be beaten with many stripes” (Lk. 12:47). “But be doers of the 
word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer 
of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a 
mirror; for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what 
kind of man he was. But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and 
continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this 
one will be blessed in what he does” (Ja. 1:22–25). “For if, after they have 
escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, 
the latter end is worse for them than the beginning” (2Pe. 2:20). After 
reading those passages, do you see any dangers associated with reading 
the Scriptures and a failure to obey what one has read? 

We may own a copy of the printed Scriptures, but if we are truly 
meditating in the Scriptures, they own us. 

Think about a question that Jesus asked of a lawyer, “What is written 
in the law? What is your reading of it?” (Lk. 10:26). Some translations 
have the second question as, “How do you read?” or something similar. By 
reading the whole context, how do you think the lawyer read the Law? 

Meditation Tips
By Don Ruhl

The Pleasure of Meditation (Part 8)
Scripture Forms Our Lives
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And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, say-
ing, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to 
him, “What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?” 
So he answered and said, “‘You shall love the LORD your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, 
and with all your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’” And 
He said to him, “You have answered rightly; do this and you will 
live.” But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who 
is my neighbor?” Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain man 
went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, 
who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, 
leaving him half dead. Now by 
chance a certain priest came 
down that road. And when 
he saw him, he passed by 
on the other side. Likewise a 
Levite, when he arrived at the 
place, came and looked, and 
passed by on the other side. 
But a certain Samaritan, as 
he journeyed, came where he 
was. And when he saw him, 
he had compassion. So he 
went to him and bandaged 
his wounds, pouring on oil 
and wine; and he set him on 
his own animal, brought him 
to an inn, and took care of 
him. On the next day, when 
he departed, he took out two 
denarii, gave them to the inn-
keeper, and said to him, ‘Take 
care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, 
I will repay you.’ So which of these three do you think was 
neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?” And he said, “He 
who showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and 
do likewise” (Lk. 10:25–37). 

What do you think of the lawyer’s initial question? What insight did 
Luke give us into the lawyer’s question? He was testing Jesus. What does 
that mean? In some way, he was hoping to catch Jesus make a mistake, 
or hoping to get into an argument with Him, rather than truly wanting 

to know how to inherit eternal life. Moreover, he was attempting to use 
Scripture for his evil purpose. Was there anything wrong with the lawyer’s 
Bible knowledge? No, but there was something wrong in his attitude 
toward Scripture. He knew what Scripture said, but he did not know 
why it was said. 

Did you notice the manner in which he attempted to dodge taking 
the commandments personally? 

Defining “neighbor” depersonalizes the neighbor, turns him 
or her into an object, a thing over which he can take control, do 
with whatever he wants. But it also depersonalizes the scriptural 
text. He wants to talk about the text, treat the text as a thing, 

dissect it, analyze it, discuss 
it—endlessly. But Jesus won’t 
play that game. The scholar 
has just quoted words of Holy 
Scripture that witness to the 
living word of God. They are 
words to be listened to, sub-
mitted to, obeyed, lived. So 
instead of inviting the scholar 
to join him in a Bible study of 
Deuteronomy and Leviticus 
under the shade of a nearby oak 
tree, Jesus tells him a story, one 
of his most famous, the Good 
Samaritan story, concluding, 
as he had begun, with a ques-
tion “Which of these three, 
do you think proved neighbor 
to the man…?” The scholar is 
impaled by the question: the 
words of Scripture can no 

longer be handled by means of definition, “who is my neigh-
bor?” The text insists on participation, “will you be a neighbor?” 
Jesus insists on participation. Jesus dismisses the scholar with a 
command, “Go and do…” Live what you read. We read the 
Bible in order to live the word of God (Eugene Peterson, Eat 
This Book, p. 84). 

Therefore, by merely reading or merely knowing the Scriptures we 
are still dead, no more alive than the words we have read or quoted, but 
those words become life when we do them. ✞

S c r i p t u r e  F o r m s

O u r  L i v e s
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    “You don’t lead by 
hitting people over the 

head—that’s assault, not 
leadership.”

—Dwight D. Eisenhower

“It is better to have a lion 
at the head of an army of 
sheep than a sheep at the 

head of an army of lions.”

—Daniel Defoe

Leadership
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