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$3 Worth 
of God 

How much of 
God would you 
like to have? 

By Don Ruhl 

My fellow-laborers in the gospel in Grants Pass, 
Nathan and Dara did not believe that I would do it. 
When we entered the Christian bookstore in down-
town Grants Pass, they got away from me quickly, 
but they remained within earshot or at least Nathan 
did. 

I walked up to the counter where two ladies were 
ready to help me. 

I requested, “I would like to buy $3.00 worth 
of God…” pausing just long enough to see if they 
thought I was a kook, which they did, I continued, 
“By Wilbur E. Rees.” 

They did not understand. 
I explained that $3.00 Worth of God is a book by 

Wilbur E. Rees. 
So they checked their computer database, perhaps 

only to humor me, and they could not find such a 
title, supporting their suspicions that I was a clown. 

Several writers in a magazine referenced this 
work, so did Cory Collins in the December 2002 is-
sue of the Gospel Advocate (pp. 34, 35), in his article, 
“Keeping God at Arm’s Length.” So I contacted him 

to see if he could help me locate the book. He had 
only heard of it from others, but he did give me some 
help on how to find it on the Internet. 

In time I contacted Mr. Rees but the book is out 
of print, although he had a few copies and said that 
he would sell me one. 

The book arrived and I took it to the bookstore 
and showed it to the ladies. They were still skeptical, 
thinking that it was a joke book, so I let them look. It 
is a book of meditations, and the first one is the title 
and tone of the book. 

Do you think that it is strange to buy God? What 
do you think of buying only $3.00 worth of God? If 
$3.00 is not enough, how much is? 

After quoting Acts 8.18–20, here is what Mr. 
Rees wrote, “I would like to buy $3 worth of God, 
please, not enough to explode my soul or disturb my 
sleep, but just enough to equal a cup of warm milk 
or a snooze in the sunshine. I don’t want enough of 
Him to make me love a black man or pick beets with 
a migrant. I want ecstasy, not transformation; I want 
the warmth of the womb, not a new birth. I want a 
pound of the Eternal in a paper sack. I would like to 
buy $3 worth of God, please.” 

In Acts 8 Simon attempted to buy the power of 
the Holy Spirit, “And when Simon saw that through 
the laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Spirit 
was given, he offered them money, saying, ‘Give me 
this power also, that anyone on whom I lay hands 
may receive the Holy Spirit.’ But Peter said to him, 
‘Your money perish with you, because you thought 
that the gift of God could be purchased with mon-
ey!’” (Acts 8.18–20). 

We cannot buy God! We cannot buy Him with 
$3.00 or $3 Trillion! We acknowledge this intellectu-
ally, yet, the truth of Mr. Rees’s thoughts are that we 
want to buy some of Him. We do not want Him fully 
for what and who He is. 

$3.00 Worth of God 
“I would like to buy $3 worth of God, please, not 

enough to explode my soul or disturb my sleep, but 
just enough to equal a cup of warm milk or a snooze 
in the sunshine.” 

Give me enough of God to make me feel comfort-
able. Give me enough of God to give me the warm 
fuzzies. Give me enough of God to control, not that 
I must submit to His control. 

“I don’t want enough of Him to make me love a 
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black man or pick beets with a migrant.” 
Do not give me enough of God to make me ac-

cept people the way He does. If you give me too much 
of Him, I will have to change the way I treat people. 

“I want ecstasy, not transformation; I want the 
warmth of the womb, not a new birth.” 

I want the rush of excitement that comes from 
knowing about God, not the pain that comes from 
changing my person after knowing God. 

“I want a pound of the Eternal in a paper sack.” 
Give me enough of God’s religion that I can hold 

it cheaply in a flimsy container. I want to experience 
the Eternal, but I do not want to get too wild about 
it. That sounds fanatical, even cultish. 

“I would like to buy $3 worth of God, please.” 
Yes, just enough of God that I experience all His 

wonders, but not enough of Him that I may see Him 
for all that He is. Give me the pretty side, not the 
demanding side. Give me enough of God that I may 
control Him, not that He may control me. 

Perhaps $3.00 is not right for 
2009

The edition of Mr. Rees’s book that I bought is 
1971! Perhaps now the price should be $30.00. Wait! 
That sounds too much like 30 pieces of silver. “Then 
one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went to the 
chief priests and said, ‘What are you willing to give 
me if I deliver Him to you?’ And they counted out to 
him thirty pieces of silver” (Matt 26.14, 15). 

Do you only want $3.00 worth of God? 
As Solomon confessed in First Kings 8, there is 

more to God than $3.00 worth. “But will God in-
deed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the 
heaven of heavens cannot contain You. How much 
less this temple which I have built!” (1Ki 8.27). 

I would give more than $3.00 to breathe the air 
that fills our part of the heavens! Is not God worth 
more? The God of whom announcements of His ho-

liness shake heaven, you only want $3.00 worth of 
Him? (Isa 6.1–4). 

Would we not give more than $3.00 to see a 
movie of Isaiah 6.1–4 portrayed? What about to ex-
perience it? 

The God before whom Daniel could not stand or 
even be on all fours, do we only want a certain dollar 
amount of Him? (Dan 10.5–19). 

The God whose eyes are a flame of fire and who 
holds the stars in His hand, you only want a few 
bucks worth? (Rev 1.12–17). 

The God who can touch you with the same hand 
with which He holds stars, let’s buy Him for $3.00! 

What would you give for…Your nation? Your 
family? Would you not give your life? Is God worth 

less than our nation? Is He not as valuable as our fam-
ilies? Why then do we hold back our devotion and 
obedience to Him? 

My fellow-workers, the Houses, should have been 
embarrassed by my question of buying $3.00 worth 
of God. The ladies at the book store were right to 
think that I was odd for asking to buy $3.00 worth 
of God. 

We cannot buy God. 
If we could buy Him, shall we only get $3.00 

worth, especially when He tells us that we may have 
His fullness. 

Why do we cheat ourselves by giving Him less 
than all our heart, all our soul, all our mind, and all 
our strength? 

What if He did what we do? What if He only 
gave us $3.00 worth of life? What if He gave us $3.00 
worth of Jesus Christ? He promises to give as we have 
given, using the same measure. So, if I give Him 
$3.00 worth of my life, He shall give me $3.00 worth 
in return. 

Listen to what God offers. “And of His fullness 
we have all received, and grace for grace” (John 1.16). 
“…to know the love of Christ which passes knowl-
edge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of 
God” (Eph 3.19). 

What would you think if I came into your home, 
read Ephesians 3.19, and prayed that you may be 
filled with $3.00 worth of God? 

How much of God do you want? How much are 
you willing to pay? I am do not speak of money! 

Do you know how to have all of God? God has 
offered all of Himself by offering all of His Son. For 
that to take effect, you must commit to giving all of 
yourself. 

Therefore, a burial has to take place, showing that 
you are dead to yourself. We call this baptism. ✞
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The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD,
Like the rivers of water; 

He turns it wherever He wishes. 
(Proverbs 21.1)

“Horse Bend, Page, Arizona,” Luca Galuzzi - www.galuzzi.it

Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be 
made for all men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 

life in all godliness and reverence (First Timothy 2.1, 2). 

“Colorado River” by Skept on Flickr.com
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Based on the New King James Version

By Don Ruhl

Bible Limericks

Spaced throughout the daily readings, you will find Bible Limericks, taken from 

this web site. 

http.//www.biblebuslimericks.com/index.php

�editating on 
�he �ook of 

�evelation 

“Paper Texture” (1124483) by Andrew C., Bucharest, ro, Romania, stock.xchng
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Sept 1 Revelation 3.7–13 
Philadelphia 

7–13 “And to the angel of the church in Phila-
delphia write, ‘These things says He who is holy, He 
who is true…’” The name of His God 

The name of the city of His God, New Jerusa-
lem, which comes down out of heaven from God 
Himself. When Europeans came to America long 
ago, they named many places and cities after the 
old ones. York, England became New York. Jersey, 
an island off the coast of France in the Eng-
lish Channel, became New Jersey. Hampshire 
County in England became New Hampshire. 
Yet, their newness has worn off till they are 
just as worn out as the old ones. New Jerusa-
lem will be much different than Old Jerusalem. 
The new name of Jesus Most people gravitate to 
Revelation 13 about the mark of the beast and 
are frightened by its prospects. Yet, how many 
are overjoyed by having the names listed here 
written on them? These names indicate divine 
ownership. The identification of the greater au-
dience Have we heard what great things await 
us? 

Sept 2 Revelation 3.14–22 
Laodicea 

14–22 “And to the angel of the church of the 
Laodiceans write, ‘These things says the Amen, the 
Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the cre-
ation of God…’” The address to the angel and the 
identification of the church The Laodicean church 
is also mentioned in the Colossian Letter. The city 
had become wealthy by the eye salve and garments 

that it made, but such wealth adversely affected the 
church. It is interesting that Jesus showed them how 
to have true wealth by getting eye salve and white 
garments from Him. 

The identification of Jesus (v. 14) 
He is the Amen. He is the Faithful and True Wit-

ness. He is the Beginning of the creation of God, He 
is the One who begins God’s creation. Therefore, He 
is the One who can end God’s creation. The church 
is God’s creation. If a church fails to walk with Jesus, 
He will end that church. Did the church in Laodi-

cea hear what the Lord said? 

Sept 3 Revelation 3.14–22 
Laodicea 

14–22 “And to the angel of the church of the 
Laodiceans write, ‘These things says the Amen, the 
Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the cre-
ation of God…’” The identification of the church’s 
works and of the problem (vv. 15–17) 

Their works were lukewarm. They had works, 
but they were not zealous in those works, nor were 
they totally cold. Lukewarm churches and works are 
like lukewarm coffee. Yuck! We spit it out. Make the 
coffee hot or add some flavored cream and make it 
cold. They are like lukewarm chicken. Bring it hot 
off the grill or make it cold, cut it up, and put it 
in a salad. Why would Jesus ever want a church to 
become cold? Again, He prefers that we be hot, zeal-
ous in all that we do for Him. However, a lukewarm 
church gives Him a bad name. A cold one will hurt 

itself, but it will not hurt His kingdom. How 
did they get that way? They were arrogant, not 
believing that they had need of anything. In 
truth, they were as poor as can be, because they 
were wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and na-
ked. Hosea 12 showed that the tribe of Ephraim 
got the same way. 

And Ephraim said, 
“Surely I have become rich, 
I have found wealth for myself; 
In all my labors 
They shall find in me no iniquity that is sin.” 
(Hos 12.8). 

Sept 4 Revelation 3.14–22 
Laodicea 

14–22 “And to the angel of the church of the 
Laodiceans write, ‘These things says the Amen, the 
Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the cre-
ation of God…’” The identification of the solution 
and of the retribution (vv. 18–20) 

Buy from Jesus the true gifts of life. The La-

Revelation 3.7
To the Preacher in Philadelphia

Streets of Gold 
You who’ve always been willing to listen,
When I come there’ll be none of you miss’n.
With new names all aroun’
In New Jru-salem town
We will stroll along Avenue Glisten.
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odicean church focused on their material wealth. 
However, they needed to see the true wealth that 
only comes from Jesus Christ. They were to anoint 
their eyes with healing from Him that they could 
truly see. Then they would see their own condition, 
and where they needed to go to fix their miserable 
condition. Nevertheless, Jesus still loved that church! 
Could we love that church? Could we love any of 
the seven churches? Christians are so easily disgusted 
with their congregations, that they will leave them 
or worse, stay and create problems. Learn to imitate 
Jesus Christ. The sign that He loved that church 
was that He rebuked and chastened them. He 
commanded them to repent by being zealous. 
Their problem is that they were lukewarm. He 
wanted them to decide to be hot or cold, but 
He was urging them to be hot. Be passionate 
about Him who died for you! He was standing 
at their door knocking. Would they hear Him? 
Would they open the door to Him? If they did, 
He would go in and dine with them and they 
with Him. 

The identification of the reward for the 
over-comers (v. 21) 

They could sit with Him on His throne. Je-
sus had overcome and He was rewarded with sit-
ting on His Father’s throne. The identification 
of the greater audience Have you heard what was 
said to these seven churches? To hear is to obey. 

The Glorious and 
Holy Throne of God 

An invitation to go to heaven! 

Sept 5 Revelation 4 

Oh to see the place of ultimate authority, the 
place of unsurpassed majesty, the place of magnifi-
cent royalty, the place of the glory of glories! Where is 
that place? John will show us in Revelation 4. Open 
your mind’s eye to see the picture John painted. 

Sept 6 Revelation 4.1 
An Invitation into Heaven 

1 After these things I looked, and behold, a door 
standing open in heaven… After taking dictation 

from Jesus to write letters to seven churches, John 
noticed something. What he saw is one of the most 
welcomed sights in the Book of Revelation, in all 
of history, in any Christian’s life, John saw an open 
door in heaven. What did that look like? Would you 
not want to peek inside? Does not an open door 
mean you are welcome to come inside? The first 
voice he heard, because he heard many, invited him 
to come in. Like the voice of Jesus in chapter 1, this 
voice was reminiscent of a trumpet, loud in mak-

ing an announcement. John would be shown things 
that would take place after the events described in 
chapters 2 and 3. Remember what was said in 1:19, 
when Jesus told John, 

“Write the things which you have seen, 
 and the things which are, 
 and the things which will take place after 

this.” 
John would write of three different times: “the 

things which you have seen,” referring to the rev-
elation of the glorified Jesus that John had just 
seen in chapter 1; “and the things which are,” 
referring to the matters that Jesus had John 
write to the churches in chapters 2 and 3; “and 
the things which will take place after this,” re-
ferring to the matters that John would yet write 
from here to the end of the Book of Revelation. 
The things that John was shown at this point 
would be things that would take place some-
time after the events of chapters 2 and 3. 

Sept 7 Revelation 4.2 
A Throne 

2 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and be-
hold, a throne set in heaven… Jesus had just spoken 
to the Laodicean church (3:21) of sitting down with 
His Father on His throne. Then John saw the throne 
for himself! Yes, as we will see Jesus was right there 
at the throne, because the seven Spirits of God are 
before the throne, and Jesus has the seven Spirits 
of God, and something in chapter 5 will make it 
obvious. Someone put John in the Spirit, even as 
Ezekiel experienced, because heaven is a spiritual 
place. What did John see? He saw a throne and as 

Revelation 4.1
Church Universal and Christ

The Scene in Heaven
After John’s seven churches remarks,
he saw twenty four old patriarchs,
who, instead of dour frowns,
sported solid gold crowns,
all surrounded by thunder and sparks.
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you will see from what he pictured, he saw a throne 
such as none of us have ever seen before. John saw 
the ultimate sight! The royalty he witnessed is far 
greater than anything the Roman Ceasars could 
boast or power Americans have seen. On the throne, 
John saw Someone sitting, and he went on to tell us 
more about this sight. Revelation 4 is only about the 
throne in heaven and its surroundings. 

Sept 8 Revelation 4.3 
The One on the Throne 

3 And He who sat there was like a jasper 
and a sardius stone in appearance… Although 
the One on the throne was a being, John did 
not use any human-like qualities to picture this 
being. He used things, but spectacular things! 
He used precious stones, and a unique rainbow. 
How would a man or a woman have to look for 
us to use precious stones to picture him or her? 
We might say that someone is like a diamond, 
but what we mean is his or her character, not 
their appearance. Whom John saw was far be-
yond anything human, but what else could he 
use to show us what this One on the throne 
looked like? The appearance of the One sitting 
on the throne looked like a jasper stone and a sar-
dius stone. He was beautiful and brilliant. Rather 
than blinding light, as we would expect, John saw 
color. Then John saw a rainbow around this One 
on the throne, but the rainbow was colored like an 
emerald, so that it had shades of green colors to it. 
What an interesting way of showing the glory that 
was emanating from the throne, but the glory was 
different from the color of the One sitting there. 
The red of His being, or of His robe, was giving off 

a variety of shades of green light. 

Sept 9 Revelation 4.4–6 
More Around the Throne 

4–6 Around the throne were twenty-four 
thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-four el-
ders sitting… As the human eye focuses upon an 
magnificent sight, it wants to take in more. There is 
a central image, but the eye starts to notice all the 
other awesome things around the one central image. 

John saw 24 more thrones and on those thrones he 
saw 24 elders. In Revelation 21, the twelve tribes of 
Israel and the twelve apostles of Christ are brought 
together. Verse 12 The twelve tribes are written on 
the gates of heaven. Verse 14 The twelve apostles are 
written on the foundations of heaven. In Matthew 
19:28, Jesus told the apostles that they would sit on 
thrones, and look who they are judging, “Assuredly I 
say to you, that in the regeneration, when the Son of 
Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have 

followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel” (Matt 19.28). Therefore, 
John saw himself, whether he realized it, on one of 
those thrones. Heaven is the place where the people 
of both Testaments are together. 

Sept 10 Revelation 4.4–6 
More Around the Throne 

4–6 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, 
and on the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting… 

The elders were wearing white robes, show-
ing their purity, because their sins have been 
washed away. Revelation 7 explains this further 
for us, “Then one of the elders answered, saying 
to me, ‘Who are these arrayed in white robes, 
and where did they come from?’ And I said to 
him, ‘Sir, you know.’ So he said to me, ‘These 
are the ones who come out of the great tribula-
tion, and washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb’” (Rev 7.13, 
14). John could also see golden crowns on the 
heads of these elders. Suddenly, John noticed 
great activity around the throne. Lightnings 
proceeded from the throne; spectacular sights. 
Thunderings proceeded from the throne; pow-

erful sounds. Voices proceeded from the throne; 
distinct purposes to the lightnings and thunderings. 
Remember God on Sinai! Surrounding the throne 
of God were seven lamps of fire, symbolizing the 
seven Spirits of God. Therefore, do not see little 
candle-like flames. Did you see what was before the 
throne? It was a sea of glass that looked like crystal. 
Then there were some unusual looking creatures, 
four of them. They were in the midst of the throne, 
but they were also around the throne. The four liv-

Revelation 4.8
Four Animals, Three Holies 

The Handprint Of God
In four gospels with max gravi-tas,
  law seen clearly yet rigid as glass,
  daily, nightly proclaim
  the good news, ever same:
“Christ awakes you from sin and tres-pass”.
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ing creatures were full of eyes in front and in back, 
so that nothing escaped their gaze. 

Sept 11 Revelation 4.7, 8 
More on These Creatures 

7, 8 The first living creature was like a lion, 
the second living creature like a calf… The four 

living creatures looked like earth creatures. One 
was like a lion; fierce. One was like a calf; young 
and strong. One had a face like a man; intelli-
gent. One was like a flying eagle; heavenly. There 
are various interpretations of what they represented. 
A prominent idea is that they represent the gospels. 
Each creature had six wings, perhaps for the same 

purpose as the seraphim in Isaiah 6. There the sera-
phim use two to cover their feet, two to cover their 
faces, and two to fly. The creatures were full of eyes 
around and within. They also have great ability to 
see. Nothing escapes their watchful eyes. They have 

a never-ending job: Announce the holiness of God. 
Therefore at this very moment what we are reading 
is taking place. The four living creatures are herald-
ing the holiness of God, and all of heaven is wor-

shiping Him. Consider the magnificent and holy 
declaration. They make a triple declaration of the 
holiness of God, saying holy, holy, holy. They make 
a triple declaration of His identity, He is Lord God 
Almighty. They make a triple declaration of His 

eternal nature: He was, He is, He is to come. 

Sept 12 Revelation 4.7, 8 

More on These Creatures 

7, 8 The first living creature was like a lion, 
the second living creature like a calf… A read-
ing of Isaiah 6 shows that this vision is extremely 

similar to the vision of Isaiah, “In the year that King 
Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high 
and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the 
temple. Above it stood seraphim; each one had six 
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wings: with two he covered his face, with two he 
covered his feet, and with two he flew. And one cried 
to another and said: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the LORD 
of hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory!’ And 
the posts of the door were shaken by the voice of 
him who cried out, and the house was filled with 
smoke” (Isa 6.1–4). Since God has always been holy, 
and He is the One Who is holy, and He shall forever 
be holy, this three-part triple declaration never ends, 
and it never had a beginning. John saw what has 
been taking place since Isaiah’s day, and Isaiah saw 
what has been going on since eternity, and we 
shall see and hear these creatures announcing 
forever, this majestic, heaven-shaking triple, 
triple declaration of the holiness of God. 

Sept 13 Revelation 4.9–11 
They Worship God 

9–11 Whenever the living creatures give 
glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on 
the throne, who lives forever and ever… When 
the four living creatures broadcast the holy and 
eternal nature of God another thing happened 
in heaven. John called the emphatic statement 
of the four living creatures as giving God glo-
ry and honor and thanks, using a triple pattern to 
point out their three-part triple declaration! This 
is the activity of heaven, glorifying, honoring, and 
thanking God. In verse 9, John stated that God lives 
forever and ever and in verse 10, he said again that 
God lives forever and ever. Did you see and hear 
what happened when the four living creatures glori-
fied God? The 24 elders fell down before the eternal 
One who sits on the throne and worshiped Him. 
As a further act of worship they cast their golden 

crowns before the throne, demonstrating that the 
authority they have comes from Him and they sub-
mit to Him without question. In total agreement 
with the four living creatures, the 24 elders praise 
the worthiness of God. He is worthy to receive glory 
and honor and power. He is worthy because He cre-
ated all things and without Him there was nothing 
created. He is worthy because by His will all things 
exist and were created. Should we not join in with 
the 4 living creatures and with the 24 elders? 

Sept 14 Revelation 4 
Is someone persecuting you? When you are per-

secuted, remember the throne in heaven. Does the 
world have us outgunned, outnumbered, and outfi-
nanced? Remember the One who is gloriously seated 
on the throne of heaven, looking over all the affairs 
of the church and of the world. Regardless of what 
the world does, “…we are more than conquerors 
through Him who loved us” (Rom 8.37). No mat-

ter what the world does, no matter how powerful 
the world gets, and no matter how much the world 
fights against God, we cannot lose. Remember what 
we heard from First John 4.4. Because of what this 
passage says, we know the outcome. 

You are of God, little children, 
and have overcome them, 
 because He who is in you is greater 
 than he who is in the world. 

Are you on the winning side? 

The Worthiness of 
Jesus Christ 
The Lion Who Is a Lamb 

Sept 15 Revelation 5 
Why was John invited into heaven? He 

and all his readers needed to know, we need to 
know, who is ruling in the affairs of this planet. 
Therefore, John saw the throne of God. Thrones 
are not for decoration alone, but things happen 
there that have an affect on the kingdom. Let 
us see what then happened. 

Sept 16 Revelation 5.1 
Look at God’s Right Hand! 

1 And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on 
the throne a scroll written… God wrote something! 
In fact, He had a lot to say because John could see 
that the scroll was written on the inside, looking on 
the inner part of the rolled up scroll, and on the 

Revelation 5.6–9
Who Can Unroll the Scroll?

Slain Lamb, On a Roll
A slain Lamb, standing there took the scroll,
which alone He had pow’r to un-roll.
As He took it in hand
John would soon understand
that the Lamb had restored God’s control.
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back. What was written was of such importance 
that it was sealed with seven seals! Are we going to 
find out what was on this scroll? To whomever it 
was written, must have been more important than 
anyone on this earth, because it is taking place in 
heaven, and there are seven seals keeping this thing 
closed, to be opened only by the recipient! 

Sept 17 Revelation 5.2–4 
Who Will Open the Scroll? 

2–4 Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming 
with a loud voice… A strong angel proclaimed 
in a loud voice a great question. This great mat-
ter required the services of a strong angel who 
could present the question loudly so that all of 
heaven and earth could hear. The question was, 
“Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose 
its seals?” This was not an ordinary scroll, but it 
required someone greater than the strong angel 
to open the scroll and to loose its seals. What 
was written in and on the scroll? Sadly, no one 
in all of God’s material and spiritual creations 
was found worthy to open the scroll. John 
cried, believing that the scroll remained closed 
forever, because no one could be found who 
was worthy. How sad that everyone was either un-
holy or not ranked high enough to open this great 
scroll. 

Sept 18 Revelation 5.5–7 
Someone Was Worthy 

5–7 But one of the elders said to me, “Do not 
weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the 
Root of David…” Suddenly, one of the elders spoke 

to John, explaining that he did not have to weep 
anymore because Someone was worthy to open the 
scroll. The elder identified the Worthy One: He is 
the Lion of the tribe of Judah. He is the Root of 
David. He prevailed to open the scroll and its seven 
seals. Something had happened to Him, but He was 
able to prevail, making Him the only worthy one in 
all of heaven and earth to take the scroll, to look at 
it, to open it, and to read it. Through what did He 
prevail? Who was He? So, John looked back at the 
throne after looking at the elder, but he did not see 

a Lion, but a Lamb! He saw the Lion who is a Lamb. 
This is the One in whom the lions among men and 
the lambs among men can both be one. This is the 
One who is as a Lion to His enemies, but who is 
as a Lamb to His friends. The Lamb stood right in 
the midst of the throne, of the four living creatures, 
and of the elders. As John looked more closely He 
could see that the Lamb looked as though He had 
been slain. This is how He prevailed. Someone had 
killed the Lamb, but the Lamb prevailed and over-
came death. 

Sept 19 Revelation 5.5–7 
Someone Was Worthy 

5–7 But one of the elders said to me, “Do not 
weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root 
of David…” The Lamb had seven horns and seven 
eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God. This Lamb 
is Jesus Christ. In John 1, John the Baptist identi-
fied Jesus in this way, “The next day John saw Jesus 
coming toward him, and said, ‘Behold! The Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the world!’” (John 

1.29). In Revelation 1, Jesus identified Himself 
as One who had died, but was now living, “I 
am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, 
I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the 
keys of Hades and of Death” (Rev 1.18). In 
Revelation 3, Jesus identified Himself as the 
One with the Seven Spirits of God, “And to 
the angel of the church in Sardis write, ‘These 
things says He who has the seven Spirits of God 
and the seven stars: “I know your works, that 
you have a name that you are alive, but you are 
dead”’” (Rev 3.1). John spoke further about the 
Seven Spirits, showing their mobility. They are 
sent out into all the earth. Also, they are before 
the throne of God as lamps of fire (Rev 4.5), 

Jesus possesses them (Rev 3.1), and He has them as 
horns and eyes (Rev 5.6). Watch the boldness of this 
Lamb. The Lamb marched right up to the throne 
and took the scroll. 

Sept 20 Revelation 5.8–10 
A New Song 

8–10 Now when He had taken the scroll, the 
four living creatures and the twenty-four elders 

Revelation 5.8
The Lamb As King

The Lamb As King
With your blood you have purchased mankind,
except those who prefer to stay blind.
Countless millions will sing
to our E-ternal King
saying, “Worthy’s the Lamb”.  Underlined.
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fell down before the Lamb… When Jesus took the 
scroll, the four living creatures, and the 24 elders fell 
down in worship. They were prepared for worship 
because each possessed a harp and golden bowls of 
incense, and the incense are the prayers of the saints. 
Therefore, they offer up our worship also. What 
do they say in worship to the Lamb? They sang 
of His worthiness. He was slain. He redeemed us 

to God by His blood. He redeemed us out of ev-
ery tribe and tongue and people and nation. He 
made us kings and priests to our God. He made 
us to reign on the earth. 

Sept 21 Revelation 5.11, 12 
Angels Praise Jesus 

11, 12 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of 
many angels around the throne… First, the four 
living creatures glorified God in 4.8. Second, the 
number who glorified God increased with the addi-
tion of the 24 elders in 5.8–10. Third, the number 

swelled beyond counting with the angels. 10,000 
times 10,000 is 100,000,000! John added that there 
were 1000s of 1000s more, adding millions to the 
already great number. How would you like to hear 

that chorus! You have the 4 living creatures who are 
able to announce the holiness of God. You have the 
24 elders who are filled with eternal gratitude. You 
have 100,000,000+ angels announcing in unison 
the worthiness of Jesus! I want to be there! Listen to 

them in verse 12 saying that the Lamb is worthy 
to receive the seven attributes ascribed to God: 

Power 
Riches 
Wisdom 

Strength 
Honor 
Glory 
Blessing 
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Sept 22 Revelation 5.13 
The Chorus Grew Larger 

13 And every creature which is in heaven and 
on the earth and under the earth and such as are in 
the sea… All material and spiritual creation joined 
the heavenly host to glorify God. They all do these 
things in obedience to Psalm 148. All glory belongs 
to the Father on the throne and to the Lamb. 

Sept 23 Revelation 5.14 
Amen 

14 Then the four living creatures said, 
“Amen!” And the twenty-four elders… The four 
living creatures add Amen. How can we do less? 
We have as much reason to amen the heavenly 
worship as much as any of God’s creatures. He 
created us. We rebelled. He saved us from our 
rebellion. Now, we have the hope of being in on 
what we have just seen! Let us praise God with 
all our might. Amen? The 24 elders in deep and 
profound humility fell down again to worship 
the eternal One. 

When you know God as the sons of Jacob do 
and as the apostles do, you will fall down and wor-
ship as they did, because your heart will overflow 
and be overwhelmed with the Father and the Lamb’s 
unspeakable glory. Follow Jesus with all your might 
that you may join the worship in heaven. 

The Opening of Six 

Seals 
The seals hold a clue for understanding the 

Book of Revelation 

Sept 24 Revelation 6 
John saw God sitting on His throne surrounded 

by the 24 elders (representing the tribes of Israel 
and the apostles of Christ) sitting on thrones, and 
lightnings, thunderings, voices, and 7 lamps of fire, 
which are the Seven Spirits of God, and the 4 liv-

ing creatures representing the scriptural testimony 
of Jesus Christ, and 100,000,000+ angels, and every 
creature in heaven, on the earth, under the earth, 
and in the sea. After viewing that overwhelming 
sight, John saw God holding a scroll in His right 
hand. There were 7 seals on it. However, no one in 
heaven, on the earth, or under the earth was able 
to open the scroll or even to look at it. John wept 
because no one was worthy. Then one of the elders 
told him that there was Someone. John saw an un-
usual Lamb, whom the elder said was a Lion. It had 

been killed, but was alive. It had 7 horns and 7 eyes. 
This Lamb approached God and took the scroll. In 
response, the 4 living creatures and the 24 elders fell 
down and sang a song of the Lamb’s worthiness to 
take the scroll. Then the rest of heaven and of the 
earth praised the Lamb for His worthiness. The 4 
living creatures answered with, “Amen.” Then the 
24 elders worshiped again. The Lamb is Jesus Christ. 
After these things, here is what happened. 

Sept 25 Revelation 6.1, 2 
The Lamb Opened the First Seal 

1, 2 Now I saw when the Lamb opened one 
of the seals; and I heard one of the four living 
creatures saying with a voice like thunder… 
The Lamb opened each seal one at a time to 
allow certain events to unfold for John and 
before the opening of the next seal. When the 
Lamb opened the first seal, John heard one of 
the living creatures speak with a thunderous 
voice. In 4.7, John listed the living creatures, 
and we may assume they will speak in the order 
John gave: the lion, the calf, the man, then the 
flying eagle. This was the lion speaking. John 
saw a white horse with a rider. White in the 

Book of Revelation is purity, but here it is associated 
with conquering, showing complete victory. The 
rider had a bow, because He conquers by war and 
death. The rider was given a crown. He is high rank-
ing like a king. In Revelation 19.11ff, Jesus rides a 
white horse and the vision is similar. Jesus as King 
of kings goes forth conquering by the preaching of 
the gospel that we do. We are the bow in His hands. 
Being on a white horse, having a bow, and a crown, 
he goes out conquering and to conquer. The forces 

Revelation 6.9–11
Fifth Seal Opened

Fifth Seal Opened 
After fourth seal the troubles went on.
Fifth seal opens, shows martyrs now gone.
Asked why murd-rers not judged.
Told that God hadn’t budged,
though He would just before the New Dawn. 
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of Satan and of Jesus Christ war, but the struggle is 
for us! 

Sept 26 Revelation 6.3, 4 
The Lamb Opened the Second Seal 

3, 4 When He opened the second seal, I heard 
the second living creature saying… The second 

living creature, the one like a calf, spoke. Then a 
fiery red horse and its rider went out. This horse is 
red like fire or blood. There is blood and violence 
as the gospel goes forth conquering. In the Book of 
Acts, in most places where the gospel went there was 
revival or riot. Both revival and riot intensified as the 
gospel spread in the Roman Empire. The rider took 

peace from the earth. God uses warfare, whether of 
the spirit or of the flesh, to accomplish His purpos-
es. People kill each other, especially Romans killing 
Christians, and in other nations since then people 
have killed Christians. The rider was given a great 

sword. He was given the capabilities to accomplish 
his work. He could not be stopped. 

Sept 27 Revelation 6.5, 6 
The Lamb Opened the Third Seal 

5, 6 When He opened the third seal, I heard the 
third living creature say… The third living crea-
ture, the one like a man, spoke. John saw a black 
horse with a rider. Black is bad economic times. 
We use black in this manner. Remember “Black 

Monday” in October, 1987, when the stock mar-
ket crashed? There was a Black Friday on Septem-
ber 24, 1869, when falling gold prices created a 

panic in the market. There was another Black Friday 
on September 19, 1873, when the failure of a cer-
tain company again created a stock market panic. 
American references do not prove that black is eco-
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nomic problems, but it shows we have carried on 
a biblical tradition by referring to bleak economic 
times as black (Although if you are in the black in 
your finances that is good! Now figure that one 
out.). The rider had a pair of scales to determine the 
quantity and the price. From out of the midst of 
the living creatures came a voice giving the prices 
of staple foods, revealing a day’s wage for these 
foods, which were exorbitant prices. 

Sept 28 Revelation 6.7, 8 
The Lamb Opened the Fourth Seal 

7, 8 When He opened the fourth seal, I heard 
the voice of the fourth living creature saying… 
The fourth living creature, the one like a flying 
eagle, spoke. John saw a pale horse with a rider. 
Death is pale, like someone who has died, so 
the rider is Death. Hades followed. Death was 
with the second horse, when peace was taken 
from the earth and people would kill each other. 
Why the special mention here? With the second 
horse, death was the result of another problem, 
but here Death is the problem itself. Hades fol-
lows death, eager to collect the dead, because 
Hades never cries “Enough!” Death and Hades 
received power over a fourth of the earth to kill 
in four different ways, so that Christians some-
times suffer fatally for their faith, and this leads 
to the next seal. This could also be judgment on 
the world for its stand against Christians. 

Sept 29 Revelation 6.9–11 
The Lamb Opened the Fifth Seal 

9–11 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw un-
der the altar the souls of those who had been slain 
for… John saw the altar and under it souls who 
had been killed for holding to and for preaching 
the word of God and for giving their testimony. 
These souls had been sacrificed for the Lord, and 

like the Old Testament sacrifices when the blood 
was poured out at the base of the altar (Lev 4.7), 
so these souls were under the altar. Someone killed 
them for preaching. Preach! And watch the persecu-
tion come. It will come from any source, and it will 

be severe. These souls cried out to God, wondering 
when God would avenge their blood. We pray for 
the forgiveness of our enemies, but we are also told 
not to avenge ourselves, “Beloved, do not avenge 
yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is 
written, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ says the 

Lord” (Rom 12.19). If our enemies do not re-
pent, that they might be forgiven, but persist 
in their wickedness, we will not take the ven-
geance on them, but we want God to do as He 
has promised. 

Sept 30 Revelation 6.9–11 
The Lamb Opened the Fifth Seal 

9–11 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw 
under the altar the souls of those who had been 
slain for… These souls crying for vengeance are 
like the blood of Abel, crying out against his 
brother Cain. John heard an answer, that they 
should wear white robes, and that they had to rest 
a little while longer until their comrades would 
be killed as they were. God had a certain number 
of martyrs that He wanted to join them. This seal 
is a clue understanding the Book of Revelation. 
The first four seals showed the work of the gospel 
and the response of the world. Many Christians 
die for their faith. Once in God’s presence, they 
want to know when He is going to avenge their 
blood. Verse 11 is part of the answer. The rest of 
the Book of Revelation fulfills their request. The 

Book of Revelation shows persecution coming, but 
the Lord was doing something about it. Therefore, 
the Book of Revelation is an answer to prayer and it 
is an answer of comfort. ✞
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The Story of the Bible By Steve Lloyd

1 After these things the word of the LORD came to 
Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am 
your shield, your exceedingly great reward.” 2 But Abram 
said, “Lord GOD, what will You give me, seeing I go child-
less, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 
Then Abram said, “Look, You have given me no offspring; 
indeed one born in my house is my heir!” 4 And behold, 
the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “This one 
shall not be your heir, but one who will come from your 
own body shall be your heir.” 5 Then He brought him out-
side and said, “Look now toward heaven, and count the 
stars if you are able to number them.” And He said to him, 
“So shall your descendants be.” 6 And he believed in the 
LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness. 

7 Then He said to him, “I am the LORD, who brought 
you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to 
inherit it.” 8 And he said, “Lord GOD, how shall I know 
that I will inherit it?” 9 So He said to him, “Bring Me a 
three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-
year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 Then 
he brought all these to Him and cut them in two, down 
the middle, and placed each piece opposite the other; but 
he did not cut the birds in two. 11 And when the vultures 
came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 

12 Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell 
upon Abram; and behold, horror and great darkness fell 
upon him. 13 Then He said to Abram: “Know certainly that 

your descendants will be strang-
ers in a land that is not theirs, and 
will serve them, and they will af-
flict them four hundred years. 14 
And also the nation whom they 
serve I will judge; afterward they 
shall come out with great pos-
sessions. 15 Now as for you, you 
shall go to your fathers in peace; 
you shall be buried at a good old 
age. 16 But in the fourth genera-
tion they shall return here, for 
the iniquity of the Amorites is 
not yet complete.” 

17 And it came to pass, 
when the sun went down and it 
was dark, that behold, there ap-
peared a smoking oven and a burning torch that passed be-
tween those pieces. 18 On the same day the LORD made a 
covenant with Abram, saying: “To your descendants I have 
given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, 
the River Euphrates— 19 the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the 
Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 
21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the 
Jebusites.” (Gen 15.1–21). 

Questions:
1. What concern did Abram have about God’s promises? 

(15:1-3)
2. How did the Lord reassure him? (15:4, 5)
3. Was Abram comforted by the Lord’s words? (15:6; Ro-

mans 4) Why was he comforted? 
4. How does the Lord describe himself in v 7?
5. What challenge will Abram’s descendants face in the fu-

ture? (15:12-16)
6. What happened to the sacrifices Abram prepared?
7. What land did God promise to give to Abram?

Lesson 6: God’s Covenant with Abraham 
Genesis 15
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�eal bountifully with �our servant,
�hat I may live and keep �our word. 

(Psalm 119.17)


